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PRE 

'T'HTR quarterly digest of the Public ACbira of Imlie, merely 
^ an 6x|)ansiori and extension of our ANNUAL RKGISTKH issued 
since 1919> is not int<ended to l)e a Political chronicle alone* though in 
this* its first issue, it appears to l>e so. Kcononiic* Industrial, Eduoationnl 
»So('iaI, and other public affairs of India which are fast devoloi»ing ai's also 
proposcfl to be incorTKirated into it. Even ns a iK>liiical rhronicio* however, 
this issue is not coinplcte for the lust ipiarter ending in Maitdi, for owing 
to the groat Semico taken up by the momentous proceedings of the last 
Assembly room could not be found for the proceedings of the l^roviiicial 
Councils, of the Kconomic Conference, fd the Science Congress, and other 
matters relating to Trade and Industry and Ijaliour. ^‘hese are coiise(|uontly 
reserxed for the next issue. Excepting these omissioiiB, the subject n 

uoverod in this volume have l»een treated rather exhaustively, as far 
informations arc available. 

This Voinme is divided into 4 pails as follows : — 

1. INDIA IN HOME POUTV, of which— 

A. — Xho Introduction gives a general survey followed by a 
summary of events, 

R — Pages 17 to 112p give details of the great Iiap|>onings of 
the period, viz 

{iy Coi»grc.s8 activities— pp. 17—32, 

(ii) Mahatma (L'liidhi’s Keloaso — pp. 33 — 50, 

(iii) The Swaraijist Movement— pp. 66 — 73, 

(iv) The National Convention — pp. 74 — 84, 

^ (v) The Klnlafut Movement — pp. 86 — 96, and 

(vi) The Akali Sikh ('ampaigri — pp. 97— 112i>. 

2. DIGEST OF PKOCKEDlNtlS of the- 

A. — 1 legislative Assembly — pp. 113—224, 

IL — Council of State — pp. 225 — 246. 

C . — The C. P. Ijegislntivc (’ouricil— pp. 246 — 264. 

3. INDIA IN THE PEITISH PARLIAMENT Ss Press- 

A — Advent of the Labour Party and its attitude towards 
India — pp. 205—270, 

•* B. — Parliamentary Proceedings on Indian Affairs— pp. 270 — 296. 

4. INDIANS OVi:ieSIL\.S— pp. 297-372— 

A^ — III East Africa— pp- 306—356, 

B. — III South Africa— pp- 337 — 362, 

C. — Iho Briliali Giiiaiui Suaro— pp. 363—372. 
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opiiiM Mnmgrt, th« 

b i tiiN lireiit 

Ccitgtef* wfth Iti jiii|Meoc4«^4-^ ‘*au^>< wm^ «nd 
t kid iittilt Bpi is IMI/ lh« kadtiit quAittOed. 

; •td'tiie nanes followed aidl^: Hftda'Maalein .riot* 

^ the Older of^ the d*y> noth to the; diditotoliOb <d eoenie* 

‘td the couiitiy. The hiiitOfy of the CongrtM of tim pniod wUtbe fopad 
' in the kticdottion to the i. 4> JStS ivptbmmit, atd beat peo'fiiefttrt 
of *iidB iM»K to Monlaiw Mahoned AHV Pr«aido»tMl AddroHi i iih 
Cocuatoi (iltd, 61). - ^ V>t 

Advantace was taken of thia ducoid in the rank of the ladoMti 
tqr the GoveuiDei.t atiihtog at the giowtog power ar.d {Htatiffa of the 
Mcdeiatee. Fiut a Koyal Conmicaion vae appointed to enquire into the 
gneTam* of the Setvice-men bnt really to i.ullify the Beiotma uid 
when the Atacicbly refmd to vote enpply for it. the Vioetoy tetiiified 
the grait. Kent the Salt tax was doubled ai.d wilfully ftnog M dw 
veiy face of the Aesembty. On refuaal, the Vkeioy again ceitifled it. 
Ihe AatemMy that waa tbua treated waa full of loyaliat and modcrato 
co-opeiatore. aid it waa the tame that hed baeked the Govt. ' in aUn* 
preaaing ^ N-C-O in ItS), aid had even refuaed to releaaa 6ar.dhi 
aid political laUoteia. This throwing into the lurob by the Govt 
vntuidly meant a death to the paity wbiob had ao long hung on the 
lappeladf the Govt Ihe whole ayatein of adininittiatio% again, waa ao 
tuned from the Itdia Office down to the petty Govt, d^^utmente that 
Diaroli^ was made defunet, ai d the hninib’atimi acd eonimt .;pin>priekl 
were so exaapeiating that aevaial Ministers raaigted to digiuat. yShiough* 
out the year the action of the Government tont more and mOto colour 
to the view that the Befoims were a aham, that there was no Wia* 
fide;^eution of giving aelf‘{oveiimM.t to It.dia even to the futiuw, 
nrd the demarda of Uie Moderatea for lr.dianistoA^ aerrioas were met 
by ^e re[^; “time, cot yet.” And, to cap htapi, Sastri and 
Kapiu’a equality to the £miu« campa%|i wee raedr ptoni|||||r by the Kenya 
White Paper of July last ai d GeiJ. Fmuta’ open denounoMnant of the 
eqo^y pretenriona of IcdianB. 

' In the Funjah, during the year, aerwus dewaloptnainta took plaoo 
in cmmactioii with the Skh revivalist movement. Alway* suspicioua of 
ooming ret^bution for their sins, idio aothotitiea< Mtod at Gum-fca-liagh, 
tried to ateike a mighty blow at the Sikh BmVetoiit Mahat^tt 

\ bt|Iabka» a yery todependent’minded prtooe conneeted wMt the Gumdwani 
moveMMiiti waa foived to abdioate, thu S. 0. F« dMumittee was deaiared 
M Id^ dba annual aeaaioncd me Stoh was atto- : 

‘ tiat^ prohihitod. and all th# 73 memhtn of the ‘lUU ;^Cominittea MxetoMf ^ 
- tlieii a sdgh^ atrugito ia going on to thi Itoutoh *4 
! toPiM an ia to novoka the Sikm to euch aete ed vkdanee aa?- 

'lollowtog ;ii:a''rtithair. datod^yfWtoip:*^^ 



4 • vm Qi74t|imY ssGisiiai 

. ^ i rtf iiiiii n i nf Odil Emii I92f. 

1 im, ’4t Mn IDfttti Frtilflimiy Qmpk Cmgmn^ mfauuM wOi^rniini 4p 
iiiiMSlMMi^ tlie mm Hwtniitt ppiy iMupd. 

4 $mik^ *tK Itott’wM Alml K*'m Ajm4 Cm 

S4 Itp, Bopy^pr MMtafeg uT the new S«rm|y* hkfiy under Mr. lluiM*1l«R!m 
AMui'tdlent at cQmiumiie wtthte Oouganw IMK 
4f Jan, *MI Ki« Jawaliara} Ketini am! UevdM Oandht re'eawnl from )asUllfl<«a» 
of otfirr 1% P. PnUlisa «. 

I Frb. *19 Tongim Workitig rouimittee meetK at Homlwgr'^M’oa'afia Aaa<l*« tema 
foi cmprounae with (Ik* i4wara]ya Puny profioeed. 

14 K<di. ’49 National J'oRVfntiofi fnoveuieni Marteil Ijy Dr. Atuile Boiaut<»>A 
(’otifereiioc for name 0|ieu«ii ai Delhi. 

14 Prh. *4S Hwanya Fnrty ucftlntc at APahabad—Their Po ky outliiiH. 

4«f *49 Wiirkinjt i OBunittee atui A. I. i*. 1*. meet at Allarntbait awl roiMxicr tt^nuM 

of roiii|a<Ma)M with the ttwarajya Paity. 

1 Mar. *98 tiovt of India Rudget^^btatitinpiit iMiiied--->Fropoial for itouh’ina t Taa. 

8] Katula Vonkataiitiaya ivpaaii from Jail—Prov. t'oitgrem (*oni- 
mitleeM accept th APahabaci oompromiiie of the Kwaiaiya I’arty ntul 
leiioWe to fn 81 the Uaya Progn^me with vigour. 

19 Mar. *88 Uatidhi Day«*AU India Hana*-« Beghminga of the K’ag canttaugu in 
Jubbttlpore. 

40 Mai. ' J9 Hail Taa tbrowii (lut lu iIm^ Aimeiub'ybut oertiOotl by the Vic(»roy on 49tli. 

1 April *49 Further ileve opmeiita in the Kag moviwiit in Nugput—Hiiiitii- 

Hoe <*m r«<itH In Amutear lietfhi. 

10 April *89 H] huwler ut i«eiue)UV4i on the I«\ag Flag ptoccwooiia in Nagpur 

dec'aiitl iPegai-^Meetnig of All Iwlia Lcodeit nt Lahore to n^dore Hnulu 
* Miui'im unity etulcil in a flanco. 

19 April *43 Hon. Mt. t hiutamaui of V, \\ Oovi. retigncil m pioumt «»i <lo\ci)ioi n 
auioit m i*e, lie’ a Fowk'-Ourtu cane. He war In owetl hy the Mon. 
Mr. Jagat Nuiam uii Hm 84ii«l. * 

1 May *49 Hatyagialm dec'arod in Nagpur in connection nith the ftag moieuient— 

hyiim Huiulei Phahravani rekimed from Jail in Bengal.— ^Fun In r 
. HUdu^MoH'cm riota m tlic Punjab, 

IIS May *18 Working Committee meet at pomljay and ucci pt tlie tuoponul 

iOr Special Beiaion of the Congress. r 

:88 May ’89 X; t, (}. C. meeting nt Bombay throw out motion for Hpreial Session— 
Working CCnmlUec migns athl the New Cciitic I'arty sokes otiicse— No- 
changers al.oweil extension of time for the fuJHmcnt of th - Gaya I'lo- 
gramme till the end of July. 

1 Juif *49 Mr. Das’sTour in Madras Presidency io clear mis-oittlersiaiidi«glia« !<» 
the Suikiifte Party- Bj Kaiagopakbari slam prD[iaganxla against A. I. 

^ .QisrCw deeSdon- during the month Pro?. I'ongrus Committees met to 

ddiMe on the cximhlkmise-- Bombay, BMd, Aiidlira, Bengal and KeraA 
acOimt it, while MglMllMUtia and Tamil Nadn reject it. 

It Junb *48 Bj Janmalal Bajaj &d leaders of Nagpur Flag Batyagraha arieated. 

8 July *49 Ikbatc in }'ar4iamcut on the Balt !m CeftHicati.on, 

8 July *88 Ctmgrcss Working Committee and A. 1. C. ( Vmeet at Nagpur to »up)s>rr. 
Flag Batyagraha and profiosal lor Bfiecial Beetiou <d t?oiigiem. 

Maharaja Nabha forcesl to abdicate after great hundtiatioii. 

, 8 Ju'jr *48 Bpcoigl Beesiott reeo.utkn carried— Workina Committee resigns and uvw 
membeTS iiipoifiteti. 

1* <tS AgttMlon iMgim. Mud* on XniMUan aMdhfo.niMuie 

’ the Asssmbly deflated. .'..liy: 

It JnW *)IA AU'Indin rlat D^— Vo:niite«M (MNnSmfaww flock toJ^n^ ioowirt, 
nmrt. np to Inly 100^ 

U iilify pnbHtM. iMHuaw^TRMy 

a Ate. W A; I. O. O. nM& M Vlmg. oonUm Skn**' BineMtioM-rlMhi oftte 
to niiitmit ior f0tM Cengmo wAkk OMtitcflm ite flii«i Aim- 
dii'the 8iho 

a Aog. *|8 Atonliatn Ynfcte Ht ite it tteteii ' 

8 A««.*aa 

ifl Ate. *81 U:» Uitek 4li::te:«w>fl..liNi(li'Wi- 



cmaatmm or mifom m$ 

in^ mpi H itM •*M«t|NHv fiMyagMOiy* 

BMii>»ll«Md«m xte at 8a1iijlnift|Mii'. 

# Ailii ^ IlMtitt* lIMionBdi AH m^msA Hm Ml. 

'':i" .Sii^ '^. AIbi'J Cuo^^tL MM IfohliiL 

tl All taM lUiMt inMiig lADaia in MoumI oonf^vatkow for 

* nogoM^^Miii fov OiMiiMiK compromM and lttiKl«*llotlein Unity. 
Honiter moetliig nC nil thndet of l^bHe In Bombay witler Hit CummiUil 
HemimI to proM agaimn tbe ISeiiya deoMoib^^lHr JHiraboltanilaa 
Thakcniaa mal **lt we oaaaot gei eqtiallty wliiktii BrHiiib l^in, 
wo have no nm of the Hmpiio.'^ 

}5 tea. 'id Spoeial tegfon of Congrem opono at wilb Bonbrna Abal Ka*am 
AM as the PiosidOnt. 

10 8ept. *fl (Wpiomise rcso nUm lifting ban on CoanclUXntiy motoil hr 
lUa aaa* Hahmnetl AH psmtMi by IVmgresit. 

llcto ations on boyoou of Britkb OtMkis^ on a Oommittot (o ovgante 
t ivil UI«olieiliene\ on Kabita, etc. iwssmi by t^oiigrcMi iniifinttdayii^ 

21 Sept. *iS 1*1. Jawahar Lai Ndtrtb Messfs. (Itelwaiii atii) Saiitbamaii who wont 
to Kablia on <‘iuiuify were aitetUMi. 

1 <)ct. *i8 Swarajya l*any's lS>cctioo 4'aiii{Mugii start*‘«l.<->lmperial Ootofeimuio 
meets m Umdon-^Sir Te] Bahailiir Sapiu pmiaring tor a big tight- 

4 Oct. '88 i*t. Jawalmi Lai Keiira, IfeesrH, Oidwani aiwl Hanthanam releaM. 

14 Oct. '83 hwaraj I'arty llanifeiRo isKat^l. 

16 Oct, '28 bikli LMets Arresteii at AiiiritMai. 

17 Oct. '88 Sikh league Annual Hcmiou at Jallatalei proUibltel an*! Htoppcd by toro**. 
1$ Oct. *88 K O. i*« C. (leo'nreil unlawful m the Punjab, 

85 Oct. '88 Sikh licadera' Trial b^ins at Amrit Mar. 

The famttUH ^muiK— hajiru ilual at the Iniperlal i'tntfereme, Ijotulon. 

86 Ootv. *28 MouL hbaukat A t reioaned. 

t Nov. '88 K ectiou C*ampaigii in tbr |tii}vmr>M wailoil— Swarajist «leve o}»mcnts. 

6 Nov. *88 J^u* i*^Hnmi8Mun sittings 

14 Nov. *88 OongroMi Working Committee ineefitig ai Amutsai. Leaders discuss the 
Sikh situation. 

IP Nov. *88 Akaii haliayak Hunao foruud at Amritsar to lead the Mto Oam|iatiKfi. 
'Jfi Nov,« *25 t'oiigiesK winking Comiadti'e me i at Ahmf»)abmi«M||g Hwata)isi 
^ tiotoiy at the La'cutta |m>I1s, Hon S, U. DaSi AdvocoiedlteiiM, dsfuatoA 
36 Nov. *88 Bmlras i'ounci hrst meeting -t'liiiittre Bothm defeated 

90 Nov. *88 Hon. Sii bonuidranath Bnutir>r)i defoatod at the Calcutta lion's— great 

Swarajist cntliusiasm. 

5 0oe. *88 l*uuil]i Vajme's death m Tuciiinopoly after rc'raw* as a n*su t of 

trtaiment m Jail. 

13 Deo. '88 Loftl Lytton offers tf» Bi C. Jl Das to bum Ministry. 

18 IM *88 Hr. IMsirefases lAird Lyt ton's offer. ^ 

25 Dec. *88 Cougreiw Week at Cocanmla. 

AH India Kkaih Kxhibltion opstird Cormnada by' l>r. Kir P. C. 
lUiy^aso tlir AH India Votuuteers* Conference with Pt, Jawahar 
' lA' Nehru as l*rc8ident~-livso utions passed for oiganisliig Congress 

• Vo untcer Corps. 

86 Dec. *88 Natioiial Liberal Polemtiou oiwiM at Pisma with Hir Tej Haiia^lur Hapnt 
asPiesidenu 

27 J)ee. *83 AlMmlia Khialat t onfcntio.* witli Batilana Hbauhat Ali as I*rrsldtti4 
openal at Coeanfuia«-Br, Kastn's reso atlon on tlessan*! of Heif-Oovertiment 
ami Mr. Uamat's runoutionon IMansOvenKsmMMMst by the Libemlsat 
Poona o^AH Imlia Chrkalan Conference with Br. iC. T. f*a«l as Piusldent 
omumI m Hauga ore. 

91 Um ’M IMomU CMHnww openal at Ooeanwla witii Mr. llalranal AH m 

l-MatM-wUctr l-ny onptiOMttaB <4 the Ukm*'* Martni at l-aaa 
at tlM Mationa' Liberal Kaimwa. Bw. utiea a^aiiua airuSoation el Ha.» 
Ttt aiM «M (awartag ra|rfa IwliaaiaMioa tt MTeicet puMai bj (ha 
Ltbesals, 

a# Mm; Wl ]lMa.atiaB to oooMcter the Katieoal ftwt wit h the delMien ef JSmhS» 
ItMt MMkl la the Ceiywe-JaiaaH.al4TlwMt ikm i t naot wtth ISmmI 


IS ifMtok $pt»mt fn t imm «gw»td,«« Ctauidm tm Kfc C. tt. Dm 
IM l ^ 

<St file.' H C«ati*»^ 

to afintan Bn^* Cmmcll, Qatamor niknlas t« ITtote iWw «f JaCy 
Mhl (tat h wwaiialtiitaw, aad (]» the iMtignittaa «ta talta 
emaMentl Iqr laml Kcadlog wto «oa!l aalic iqimnMttita to toDo (Mm, 

0 

P 

J « n'tt a r y — M arch 1924 

Tbe conna of avontt iii'tba cnrrant yaar bu tidtan oaiida nn o op ^n ittH! 
tunia. Tha yaar opaned wiiii all ayaa tumad to the Swafi^lata. The 
CoDgraai'WTeokeia wan now out to wrack tiw Coumilb a^ wtok gnat 
frienda and waU-wbhan of India aa I^orda Beading and Lytton, l^r Mfti<»p|n i 
Ibiley and tba Provincial Govarnon* tha Lon^n IkMt, dmn to AaiJo* 
Indian walkwiahara like tha dagtohaim and tha Tim$ af iMio, at onoa 
leane forward aith grave warningi of tha ptohabla eonaeaueoca of the 
Hwarajiat aetioii. Ihe reaaou for nich atdicitoua can waa oiear. A<to r 
tha (f^oiia, the Hwaraiiata wan tha only organiaad pai^ io t^ iUl^ 
Of tile older partiea, tha llodentaa. ra-nainad tha Liberala. were fast malting 
away. Soma of their atalwarta, like Sir Sunudranath Mr. S. B. I^, 
and Mr. Chintamoiii ntind fiom public life. Rtragglan ttwt were 
laturned to the CoundU niootly baoama Indapandauta Only two of toair 
taileat remaii.(d : Sir Tcj Bahadur Sapin and the Rt. Hoii. Kriuivam * 

Knitii. But loth weie talking loudly at.d vehameutl) ogaiut Empin polir}'. 

aapeeially in Kenya at,d the “ Boar Empin*’ (aea p. 292).* Sir P. C. Mittar 
ill Bengal. Laia Harkimnlel of ti>a I'uidab. Dr. Parudpya of Bombay, 
Mr. Chintemoni of the U. P., and other az-Mi»iateni wen uttering 
uiiatheniaa agaiunt IHaiofay ord the Bafoima. With tha Liberals thoiou^ly 
put out of* ystion. and tha i.o-changeia niidared too insiguifica^ to be 
taken into account. Goverunant prepared to face the new Swarqiat 
matmoe. aid called its European ai.d Anglo-Indian naeivot to f<du in the 
flay. Mr. C. K. Doa’s dictum that his party-man Vrould enter Councils to 
“ wmk these monstais of Betoims which were driukiitg tlm lifa-bkwd 
, 'of the Nation and make Govt, by Council impossible ” nosed the gTeatoi>t ■ 
ooofusion. Poth In Englai d and India, all sorts of stupid talk abmt the 
Swaraiivta filled the press and the platform, aid they got into the bniii- 
of fta oflkMis and Auglo-ludfana 

The oppoitunfty that the Vioaroy took to expreaa himaelf won 
on Oetober 17th last, wheu at a dinner at the Simla Cbalmsfbid eluln 
apoakitig about tbe Befoima, Hit Exoallonry emidiaaiaed that they depend^ 
upon the impieasionB wbioh India would pioduoe upon tha Brititii Pai- 
ihunant whan the rafomw would agun ooma up for oonaidaratbii. This 
meant that unlasB tha new mambere in tha Councils behaved tike go ed 
hoys there would be no refoims. But there bad of lata haan aome 
vropoaah nmda by modarato lagisiatots Uka tha Rt. Bon. Sastd and atbeiii 
for bayoolt of tiio Emid** Exhihitioa. whidi had «aatad had i««|remkui 
Moiwvar. thn Serandfata who would antir tha GodimBs had oeelafad 
that they would wreek the Constitution. Lord Boadiag aBsotad aai to 
heliava in the afloaey of tiiaaa d>tiarstioni but at tha aaiM Hm ha 
warned them tint, if atar the^ ahonM awnaad. tinaa would haa 
paialysia of Baformad Coaa titot to n . Of eonraa, ha aaid. Gonmnaant 



wrn' mmm fA warn Ite litMfc*. Ik* wbiinir ■ 
MMtt mM mat It to VlAi woidii 

ivmi ^ 4I» wri^tkm am «ftd A* W m fem al iiba Nbutfovd 
tMolMma umiB 6a wHMmam aadt Ifia IlkaB^ addad* m it by 
^ ot layly to Mr. Saiftri and Ida Iriaaiak that Aa aaoia of 
lapm OvaiMi yroald not la^ in a h r^miH tha hoyaott of tha 
Bupira Bdiibitioo. hnow my aoutdryinifi ami hava no hanitatiioii 
in aaaavtiiii that tha boyoott propomf irill aomfilataly fail ' A batter 
eoaraa for Indfanii ia to bdiava in tiba aanae of fairly and Juatiea 
which ii io atroiigiy a maihad chamotaiiatia of tha Britiah paopla'*t 
And anaiii* *ot tha opening of tha Aeaembiy on $1 January I9ll» 

Hb EamUpnoy turned daliberitely on Pt. Ifotilal Naliro and tha 
Swandiat aeate and eolemnly eaid:«^ 


I repeat the warning I gave in October laet in ail gravity thih 
there is a poesibility of check in the onward progreaa of tha Itofataoui 
by tha ngly aoene atiaoied by the Hwandiets in the Oentml Provinaaa 
f/)g{alative Couneil. 1 tniat it will not happen in this Indian liegMa** 
ture. The British people would refuse to be oooiDed into givhtit 
Ittdia reforms oontraiy to their own desire and better Jud^ent. 
The eyes of all friends of Reform are fixed u(m>ii the harvest this 
Legislature will sow and reap. Make wise choice as regards the 
« ''r)Uiise you pursue^ otherwise you know what will happen. If the 
IKM^on ill the proviyces become mute acute* local Qovernments can rely 
on my fullest mippoit/’ 

All these threats however did not prove to l>e deterrent enough* The 
C« P. Council was thrown into a dead-lock. In the Assembly itscH OovL 
siififored defeat upon defeat. The Imt>erial Ikidget ami thiown out fa fefe* 
and the recommended Finance bill was filing at the \eiy face of the Viceroy. 
In Bengal the success of the f^wanyistsi if not as complete as iivMhgpur* disk)* 
Ctited the traiisforred dt^partmenU* the Ministers were left hanging irithoiit 
pay* and the whole Govt, machiiteiy was thotoughly iltscreditod. 

Two nnexpectcil things happoticcl in January 1924 ; the sudden illnea 
of Mahatma Gandhi leading eventually to his release, and the coining into 
office 0 i the Labour Party in Kiiglaiid. Both upset the calculation of all 
parties in India and the full effect of each has yet to be seen. 

The emergence of (4andhi from prison brought in a new lay of hO|ie 
amongst people at lai*ge, though for over a couple of weeks In January 
while his life hung on the lialancc, a gloom rested overAhe country. 
Ills unconditional release on February 5th was provklontiab and has tirougbt 
wdtb it a sigh of all*rouitd relief, for the Swarajist threat on one side and the 
* Oovt. threat on the other had well-nigh brought in a state of despair. 

The advent of the labour Party in power also helped to release the great 
tenwon iif political feeling. For though the maioriiy of the nationals put no 
hope on the patty still the feeling Is there that at least Labmir would not do 
any positive burm to India* 

Siuli Im bMO twin drift of ofiiin daring the Stet three monthe 
of file gear. F^one oi the other nfoxir eielre ere auBinerieed lieloer. 
while fhe duoni^ tiiet feiUowe soamariee, the chief events in eonh* 
edn^ g ree k er dried. Ihe onlf heaeheent ettitade in tiiewboif of'^Ioah 
wee thet of the GoVrirnor of Bovhey. hir Leidie Wikm. To hfan. if to 
eny one indhthtaal. Indie o««e the r e l eeee of Qoodhi. 



^ fff ic.*- AttAgiaiit.'r tUftHMlUL ItinKr 

tejiAa Mb llf/’1te|M MMfM^ipwMr wp jtoM^Miittoii 

^ ^ Sril ttat. Mrl. iMoMl iM hM ta tmMkm IM k«^ 

ii MfilllNWi W tj MUNt tMbTkiJ |«u«#lliil i M MI w ttf 

l i iXHM l «i M Msrctten uC €hprfe» if thoMit mdmmir 
Mir 4 nnM» Ml tM lie «NP to lire primteljr Mmed in tie 

IMiMiri Dim ; ml on lim ime OofU tonltterf tie nMfM fmtkm of ibr 
OmomoC iMMiKwtnueii. Mr. fktfmOau neoeptod tie oonditlm mtd igtM to 
HfMM nlll Mt fie ItliMli. fie iMMe cme ne on efttieelto owpiiee to JiM» 
Mm Imi tie gtooetoMkiieto uC the oondhiotii impoeed wm n tomier of totter 
ewwiiant tn tie ptm etol the ptoHonn. 

Thie dme qtocllp loltowod bp mother not <»l eMtciianiiiitap If Mr Leelie Wlteon. 

*On Jnn. fib. the Bonnil piitiitto«^ tm minitip itimomd to 
Hfmiid outer the loefleiettop of the ndminhikfniiiou ,«ie 

nud the Onipngmiin [tee pt. M] wne mu mM 


III ooutmui to thto my be tnoitiioiiea nu e{d«oilD in the Aidb Ifa w nWi n Men 
held enrty m Jnitunry met nt Allib|bid, whieli gnte rite 
AfMi KMUmi Mein* ^ n ulioit ttotyngnihn bj Pt. Mndnn Mnhoii Mn'nriyn. I4tb. 

dnitnnry »ne n enoreri dny with the Hiudne who hnd 
OdIlflOted It lAhfae nt Altnhnbnii to hnre their religionn fanth nt the mgmi oi 
oMIiteiioe of tlie Jonitin ntid the Onugre. There nppenied to be mne danger Idi 
imip.o to bathe iii the rirer. Ho Mr. Stiox [of the tMI tone], the ototrict 
anthoHty, imuni a etepto older |ir<ihitoting peoph* to appmoh the river, md 
gmM pMioc to tnouni guard. The iooal Hindu leadm under the lead of Mnillt 
Mnlattyn appeOied to the Ooveruor who eanetioiieil Hr. n0,00u for euhable anaageaiemK 
hut ttiie ettin wne epi'Ut by the oflUdate not for the object for which it was gmntett but 
io putting up huge bnrrieie of pniikiiig, litereniul j^lioe guard, nddhiottal Hownre nml 
tiie Ifilitniy, niid nit tfaiM in the face of 000, bOO pllgrimn I Mr. Knox hehl on t<' 
h.e preetlgfs Houteii the Supeietition*' of n religim Imth ntkl inid tint he wn^ 
tetponidbie for tlie life of the people ! 1*1. Mn*nviyn*e rejoiiulcr that Hlndue would 
intber die in their itemiunfle tiinii leave the pinoe witliout ube^ving their rellgiouH 
nUn BMMle i«H imiwittion. At *fuit the luuHt. uiinbh^ to move Mr. Knox, declared 
Hutynginha, ent bcfoie the barricade with Mr, Jnwnhirinl Kehm, tht* Municipal 
i halrmnti, Mr, rumhottamilns Tntuloii, an ex-Muiiicipn) ('’bnimiaii, and other followers 
lor the whole tiny, niut in the afteniocin diiobf 7 ed the onter, owed to lie arrested, 
and, m the tmh of the uituei) police and cainlry remiy to pimrvu Haw omi 
mder**, bioKe down the lamer ami made way foi the pilgiims to forow him 
into tile nvei. Nietthve to in), all hml then lath and no li\ts were lost, and 
Mr, Ktiox and hir ofilcials left the place loituiAtely without using Uie police nntlthi* 
milliaty an Hntisli oi^ialH are tcxi wont to <lo under such ciicumstanoeH. This vvciir 
KUiMln mil the whole piu>iiux* aiui the hhnme of Hritish ofBoers misbehaving in 
this way eM‘U w th the givatcHt and ilu most responsible of Itulinna ip their own 
. uAilir, tuiy, e\cn m fhcii ulgiouh ulm^nnnces, «*nt isiicoui writhing witbiii. Th» 
insultlfig arioganoe of Mr. Knox wou'd have Iweii aw aided in any (Xh«*r with 

dlugmoe and dismiml. Hue however he was congiatutateil toi his modeiariou ! 


On dnntAiy I2tli a dastanlly hhuiXing alfia) took place in Calcutta inwliich 
one Ml. Kaiucst i>a> was kdetl aiul rithlleii with bu) lets 
Tha Pay Mwrdnr. and three Imlmit clmutfeuih pumdng the mutdcrei, oiM*Oopi 
Hath Haba, weie woundtsu This wanton murder of an 
KuroiHWU in bnwd da^-liglit sent a thrill at honor throughout Coiottua and tin* 
Kuiotwan community wire thrown into a fcver^hiat of ixcitenwrut. later inviuti- 
gations proved that the muider wof the result of a mistaken nleatity lor Qopinath 
lenlly wonted to kill Mr, Tegort, the Tollce Commissioner of Calcutta, who, owing 
to ins ahefed ciuelty and li)gh«bandefliiest towonls Bengal political priioaers wo** 
a marked man of the Bengal anarchists. Vniversnl detestation wm e a p ees seii df 
the crime both by liulions oml Buiopians, In the press and plnMoim, but tbe 
Rmopeon oommntiity mode a huge polHical capital out of it and at a umo 
mfetlng Of Buropeoni and Anglo-Indians on January Hcb beki at the Bmphu 
Tliatie, Cotoatto, 4he teadeie of tbc commnnhy made itnll buta laolai t^mitfom A 
^solution woe poilid : *^Tfaat tbit neetiag of Buropcaai of Oaioakta imegly nigrs 
the Qovt. of IiHtia and the Qovt, of not to yIeU to any agBatfoa whiefi 

smght emhonnMi the Volioe and othart sn^oasible tor the wntotonimoe of order ami 
tl e proper execution of their dutr, eml atonies the Oovemafto eoneetaed shit thqr joan 




m Mti iMto MiiliL Hi; Wmm» HtnitimM. mA Wt 
Iff mi miH tiili imittiM tHn 

ftt I Him 

1^ fllMMnWHI 

to urn 


iW tonto of torn 


tfit aultttoniaoe ol tow twA Mte to toto MUtotyi** 
tw Ito tfMa OoplMili toood m totoly MUl M to i i lliemiitolwt H tot ftinf 

<<I toll to eott|rim tto work 
liBUdiarS Xmito), 1 iSm Bto lito wtoto wm : ^Itoy 

MOV Onto €f my b:ood tow Uw mto of fmdom to twy Imim of Itom*' The 
Kofopoiii iitoi Aaglo*ltidhMi oontowiliy wee gteeily otoMto etot dortatf the Mit mowtlr 
or 10 fheie wmt towdly eny meeMiur of iliei oommoiUty to whteh the itojr miWdQf wie 
not menitonnl. la the Bengal wn» nil the okl repieiiive nnaeury Uw the tonene 
Begn'toton 111, eto. WMoet tototmiMamUiiaitoriitoBntoiMri«Wenm«fatoattoM 
la Lent Lyttoo^ ami the Viceroy*! epeechee it wat mentloiied whh a thmWnlhf ge#tttiii; 
bat fonanately there hae not litioo been a recrudeioeaoe of aaarohlit aetlTlty m Bengal 
aa waa fearch by the aathorfitica. Ooitoiatb waa eYentaally eottenoeU to ileatb ami 
hanged on March lei. 

A eerioae MUI«airike broke oat to Bombay about the mliklle of tonaary. la 
tiSO there wat a general Mrike of the mUt«hperatlYee of 
ftonihaT liilUlilhe. Bombay laatiug for orer a month, and the oarrent year 
mw another very eeriotta etrike. The quarrel aiOM over 
the ilemaad of bcmaa which tlie opcrativee had been getting for the laat dyeare 
bat whleb, owing to bmt tluanoial comlitione, the milt-owner now refUMd to pay. 
The atrike oommeuo.d on the 17th January to the Btoudard MUIe when a 
IMirtloa of the operativea in the g|iinning Department left without notice and made 
a demand for the payment of bonua. Thla waa toimeiliateiy fotloweii by other oMiaHvia 
m other tiepartmeiitf. Within a fortnight the number (d atrikm roee nearly to a lanh and # 
half ami that of aileotetl mil'a a’HO rxceevleil aevrnfy. The atrikm were ca*m, exoe|a of eoaree 
m lomc email diftarbauoE| which were inevitable when each a large oonooarie H labonrare 
go on atrike. MiU-ownera wm atlamaiit and uoticee of ** bonua atuler no ciiewneiaaoto** 
were pat ou boardi in oertaiii milla Labourere decided not to yield 10 ttoilr 
emp:oyeri nuleaa Uie bonuH was paid to them. On February fnd at a maai meeting 
the miU-hauda made their deniamls c:ear« Tliry eiulatned their month y budget with 
an earning of Ua 15/- p. m, out of wliicn about fU. tO/» weat aa hoiw mat. 
They ta|4: The Mlllowncr and hii wife liave i bttnga'owa and 8 motor oam. 
Why cai^ not they do with one bungalow and one car and give a living wagto 
t«i tlie mi.l-handa f Mr. N« M. Jiwlii Mid In one of bia intorviewa on the atrike- 


quentiim, Hhe mili-ownera in fairneaa ought to have {laiil the bonua or at toaal a 
part of it tbia year.* Mr. Baptiaia, the great champion of tobour to Bombay, 
auggcated the appointment of an arbitration boani by H. E. the Oovemoi 
and the euggcatiou waa accepted by the etrlkeri. It waa agreed that tbd Mrike 
ahould cnd^hen that board waa a|>p<iititMl. 

Thg atrike continued tiil March. Eight weeka of atarvation could not apaet thw 
atrikera and they were right y given trllmtea of praiae all round. Aliaady tto^ 
imIMianda had loot 80 Jaoa <if lupoea lii wagea on a aimp’e oalcatation. Af 
iaat <m Maicli 7th they broke oot in ricd, on the aMcged provootoion from the 
Mill-owncra who btackmaileil thtm ami aaked them to ioin ander po.ioe wot e c t hwi. 
Thia cMHwiatcd a few men who attackol one or two mill-bulUlinga to thdr tory. 
Quiet waa reatovwl very aooti after the |Jo:ioe had opened Ore. 

A CammiUee wltlt tne Chlcf-iuaUoe of Bombay aa the praiddent waa than appototcd 
to the Qovanior to enquire into the qucatlott of bonua to to paid to milbworkera. 
U decided agatoat the mill-haiida and in tovonr ol the mill-ownen; The Comaaittee 
dkt M cmudder tiie mdl-liatMia lo to entitled to boauaao a rlghr. By tWa time, 
ky uAldie of Match, the atrikm tednoad to the toat esctumei hid ttoir 
hack-bone broken. People began to die of atarvation. Many left Ito town and 
west to their vtltogea. The Dovcmmeitt pmaed the mir-ownm to pay off the warn 
dbe and death tan marvation and dieeaaa havtog broken out It waa augleitoil thatSw 
mill toinda abould to repatrJaUd. On 17 Mmeh the mllla were drat opamd to puy 
the Jaanaiy wamw to the ofiotallvto wEo aooo oave, mtiaaed work and to the 
mmt few daya toe atrike waa at au emh Bat to Ike laet few day# a Imt 
number of toe workera bad departed tor itolr native plaeea ami net umci toan 
a totnl of the UM mill pepditooii waa pteeant to Bombay. The At a 

Bonad TUbtO Oaufttrenc: between aaHI-hamtleadm and the ffdtt-oiipjSto^il taff 
c tottoa d an mom ef too mm imamtog weak dm ow a mt their laadatm 



■■ ttaf'frift. whii|.W ■' ■ 

^-■U;:J1ie.^^iii4^ -Cifil:' ika^ '^iBam :iiii^1li:i^ :: 

4^^ tO'-.tWr/id^ttiby ':to ienrc dikler .IkuIjSiii .Ifwatf^ '., 

Voth in Si^faiiiil and here got aUnnedit thef bowe^ tniow m w«!i^ 
|NM|/dt tbie at oiioe incrcam tlieir niteries an^ {jcnaiotui 1 

a lapiy givan by Kr. Montagu to Mr. Lmm in hurliatBaitl Mie followii^t are 
ite'iiiareaaei ::^ ■■: ■ ■■ 

Indian Civil Herviee ..* ... ... ... i, mflOQ 4 * 

Indian Polk* Hcrvtos ... ... ... ... a ISayOOO 

tmlian JSdnoatioiial bervioe ... ... £100^000 

Britifth OiSoera t>f Indian Array and of Britiidi Tfoopa in 

Inilia ... ... ... ... ... £UTO(\000 

Indian M<Mlieal .Service ... ... ... £ aaO^OOO 

For wune tinu:, the I.C.S. kept aileitt and then they centiuned the clamour ami in 
lada Karl Winteitott in an annwer circu'ated in the Hooae of t ommoiia atated that tlra 
main improvements iu the <roniHt)onf( of Hervice in tlie Indian Civil Hervioe were an 
follows 

rAY*»below the higher Melcctioii appotnimente. 

(a) The initial pay has been raieeil to bO p.T cent. 

(b) ITnder the timi!*Mcale olfteerM receive yearly increments. 

<p) A hubstantia! iiicrcattc lian b(H*n inatle in the pay of offlcerH in the ordinary line. 

PENdlOK.— > The £ 1,000 aimuity ie from IU19 being usually assumed by the Htate, 
the 4 per cent, coiitriUution previously <!aforC'.Ht being fuiul^ for^the beiusHt of oflioers on 
retirement. 

l^KAVK UCJ^KS TheiH! have iMieit Ulicmliset) ; greater fucidties are given for leave 
on higher pay aiui furlough |)ay is Ijaseil tui 12 moniii's salary instead of the average Kif 
h years’ as formerly, • 

Travelling aliowaiiots ami allowani^h ou transfer have also bei»i Increased. 

The iinpi'ovfment in jmy is to a large ext^uit represenie<l by the Overseas alkiwance. 

Jt is stated that this is entilv^y upset by the abolition of Exchange Compensation 
Allowance. Hut tliat is not true. Tint following table gives the Kxcliange (.’om^msatioii 
Arowara* Atlroissiblc with Is. 4d, rii|H>e on various sa aries, and the Ovcrseawa lowauce 
for the same salaru^s. 


Sa'ary 

E. C. A. 

Overseas Pay, 

Ks. 

lU. A. 

Bs. 

cod 

37 8 

106 

700 

43 12 

160 

800 

80 0 

100 

m 

86 0 

giO 

1,000 

62 8 

200 

2,000 

126 0 

860 

Maximum admissible 

188 14 .. 

250 


The Overseas allowance ibus greatly exceetls the Kxcnaiige Ccmpeiuattioii Allow'ance 
nreviouKly atlmlssihle. In rep'y to a i|uestion in 1U22, Karl Wiuterton stated tliai 
Exobauge Compensation allowance had been withilmwn from the Indiatt Civil Hervior 
in oomsiou with other tovice in India in pursuance of tlie i^iieral po.icy of tin* 
Indian povemmeut that the allowance sUouUl cease to be athn'ssih^ oil Uic oocaiion of 
a misiott cl pay of a service previous y eiUiCed ui the oonecssiim. In ^uy ease in 
wldffih tto dleot of sirah witlul wouHi havelieeu to caoso an actiial recinettpn in the 
emumeiits of an olEoer, a |iersoua) allowanoe sufficient make up any ikiliotefiey ha<l 
he^^graiiUNU:;^. ' ■ 

But thfai deoideil improvements have not satkffied the claimM of the 1.0#. Ami 
in AprH the Oouneil of tlie Bombay Prmidency Aasoefation oft Knri^p Oovernira^ 
ser^te M mettiorial to the tkeoielaiy of titam in wfaieh emmo^ 
life quote bekw a paingimph f^ 

We are to iaggeet to your that a revision of Mm ttfftdoe hi 

which ahott*d iteflnIUl# lewwiiiM ihiM A Kuiapm M heM ua ilm 

Bmie's agent, to do work t! a i|io6mi dnrhqr n^^p 



^ i-l : ":X, : : jl; 

ifa ti i j fii ^ ii l>eiMg » muyttulki^' 

tike icMill^ :«f by iS 

Bam- TImi mut of poy to ludlatat fboaM bo ciiiMy^ MMiioi, o£{ iMr 

IM iHonditloiio of 

tbe ffftetloikfiTy f^ontmotite Qortv of Bn^oiid with Lcmli fas\ toil Wintetton in th« 
llldift Otoe itiutry Cmumiaiikin to the farther im|irov<t»iieiit of th^ 

mbitoh Of the scnricco in tndin, this Boynl CononMon wiii pieiikiQd bw by tiie Ut. 
fioii; ITtooiim to imd o{Kai^ De.hi on Nor. Otb !iit. Thiv yinrtnr y 

lit Jtoottjr the Cemmtoion cftiiie ov^ to ItotM ecrntto wm eritod by ^ 

flirerfeat oridenoee tenderoit. Ilw Suropenn olHoem vMkk n que^ p’enthnt ^lihe icnuiUiitt 
0 f lirl^ in Atin is high. In hie home the Sttfopcna will have from 9 eemiws or more in 
Jnpniq toS or move m China, and iipt im^obab y 17 in India p 

Not oontent with making such elaiims the Kadrae Xuroiieau oiKoem declaiwi tliai 
am a nmwt of the Kt^orms and tbe attempt of Lotd Wiilingiloik to giro ctot . to 
them both ib letter anri spirit, tiieir ixisition hati beeom* iutolerab'e not on*y in 
the transferred bnt a'st) in tbe n^served departments, atui that tliey haii Ibiteri to 
get wtfllcient proteotiou even at the hands of the Governor bim»e:f. Tiie Indian otoerti 
ofi the other luuut, hotly d«*niod this ciiarge and maintained that the Ifinisteta Hml 
loyally sopfiorted the services whenever they weie attaekeit on the Lqtls'ative Comtolls, 
aiul that there was not a single case of a Rttro|ieau lieiiig deprivoi of his rights. 
Ill their o|iinion Mmlias was qaite ri|je for complete aatonomy, thciv was suficicnt talent 
aisi experience in IniHait cthoers for running efficiently every civil department without 
Kunqiean officers ; the P. C. S. men were in no way inferior to the 1. C. b. ; uu reoruitment 
mitsidc Indhk for general aiiministratiou was at all ueoessaiy ; the services shouhl be 
hII prorincialisetl, their all-Iintla name (for there Is rea'^y no alMmlia character) 
Ijeing abolisheil ; the scale of |iay for Imliant ami Ruroimans alike should he Indian, 
without overseas or other allow ainvs t there was no jusMHcation for inereasliig thcfiay, 
lieiiHions or allowanoes of £ai‘o|Hviiis, and so on. On the question of resi^rviiig a 
is'i’tain number (d |.osti^ for Euroiieatui thi?y said emptiatically : 

*^Wc ileny thi^ from the htaiidqRtinr of efficienoy or character an essentia! 
Kuropean element Is necessary in any of the civil servfovs ami we do not excels 
fiimi this category even the fc-ralied ‘sccurHy servtos*. Knowing as we do the 
work of the Kunqieaii officer at close quarters atuI (.losscssing thus expe|)tionai 
opiiortunities for comparing his work with our own, ii lias been a matter of |jaiii» 
ful sunarJee to us that even in qiiartem when* one stiould have expected bixter 
know!«lgt it shou'd eoinetimes lie laken for grametl that we lack certain adminls- 
1 inti VC qualities whieh the Ruropeaii is supposetl to fiossess. 

**We can understaiul tlie candid argument tliat liutia is politically subordinate 
to England and that therefore she must submit . to a riumb^ of Inomtive posts 
being reserved for Englishmen. But it is aildiiig insu!t to injury if such reservatloii 
}H acoompanieil by the assertion that liulians are unfit for such itosts.*' 

AJronk expireis:on of such views was uatural'.y unpalatable to the rommissioii, 
ami iae President, tod to tohl tlie lepiesrutativcs of the Imitan Officers Association 
tliat theW statement was neeillessiy combative and tirovocative. 

Bir P. H. Hivaswami Iyer giving evidence inaite out a strong case against the increase 
of salaries to the European Hervhres, He ohserverl that, in spite of <tf<*laratfoiis of 
dbirliaincnt, a fkep-rooted distrust of tlic nowa pi use of the Brirlsh Oovcmmetit ami of 
Ws unwillingneffs tu grant Hespatislb!c Uovemment in the near future is universally prevalent 
in India. He also poiubd out that ** the energies of tJie British Hervlces have been rather 
devoted to making tlie oonitrry' a safe and confortah'e place to live in fliaii towanfsthc 
pre|wral<ion of the Indian for self-reliance ami self-realliNitMm." Again 

** Unfortunately the speech of Mr. Lloyd Hcorge about the “steel-frame” work of ilie 
JMtmittistimtioa in Imlla has luni the effect of shaklitg the faith of the Inrlian Public even 
in Intentfons of tbe ParHaincnt asembodUal in the Retoms statute. Is ft unnatural to 
India to feel that tbe time has come for her to maoulkcture her own steel and obtain 
j^eettok for it f The Imlianisatfon of the Bervloes Is betfevWi to be neoeiwaiy not 
merely to the purpose ofprovhling fttltaiul arfequate opportunities to the dmiopaaant 
anti employment of Indian adminiiarativc talent, but a'so for praparing tbe pi^Wfor Ike 
attainment of Responsible Go venuiientiand efl^rag retreseluiient In pwlm expandt^ 

nut. the Indhutiaation of theservmmis sooner or later aa tovittble w to 
Itopoiksible ClWveriuneftt. Any opposition on to part of the Bervloea to a ^lieig ndll^ 
satrion Is Uhefy i o have to effect H antagonising the p.^*e towaitls to tovfcmt „ 



tkM . WtAm . ia theb «videiue aHi4e it wi W 

# 8f»limitur aiid Two ot their fopmi«Ml|f«s Itoiili. B* 

SHnlmifi oHA IC C. BoM onuu'jd the comoiMoii hgr their jitMh oh oajhHBeg 
wH^ho^gh -MiBiailed of the iect thet the sieA who heel ogitstetl to mire 
o'oeiei^ Uke Biuwde^^ Gokhole. emt oihe» were oil <Huite-iiieii« A eiteiUit view wee 

lotweitl by Mr* Kirode B. Melliek^ the lefoeifcatetire of the deineteeii efeesee. 
in Benge* when the CoiimiiiMiia& took erklenoe in CeieatUL They Ait wanted e {no* 
<io min eiic e of the European element in the eerrioes as they eeid the& inieieet wee tejlBer 
ill the hendeof Eniopeene then Imliene. * . 

At Calcutta the mont important evkSenoe was that of the Indian AisociatMiii 
of which Sir H. N. Hatierji was tlie president, in the oiifnion of ^ Amoeiation. 
the ftnaticia! result ut the Kefonns has been that the proviac3s were seriouely hamlicappatt 
In their hnances. Demanding provincial control of services the memorandiim that 
ihey submittod go?8 on to say: **We want power to regulate our own public 
sauces. Wc do not want that the services, whose funotions amt terms of 
employment cannot be regulaioil hy us, should b? imposed on us by an outsule 

nutlmrJty. Apart from the iinancia) aspect of iiaving super-iidposed services, such 
services are an administrative anomaly/' Tiie mcmoramltun opinerl that recruitment 
for ail services shoa!4l in future made in India on a competitive basis ami 
according to the miuirements of each premnee by the pioviiice itself. 

The Enro{K!an officers, as elsewhere, mode a strong claim for further eme uments. 
One of the new points iiiise<l was as queer as ft was presumptuous. Tfaqr told the 
Commission that the collection of land revenue in Bengal was still 99*9 per cent 
but that it would not continue for as the Reforms are undermining the authority 
of the District Magistrate, a time would (‘oon come when the collectionH 

would fall off. Here also they hail a fling at the Indians, as if Indian Magistrates 
could not Of>!lect even rents. But the funniest (lart of the affair is that after 

oomiemning the Government of India Act at every turn and painting in horrible 
light how everything would lie topsydiirvictl by further constitutional changes, 

tijey proceecleii to ilec'are their whoe-hcarteil allegiance to the policy of the 
Heiorms i 

But the most interesting evidence was that of the Hon. H. K. Kinha of Cbaudpur 
fame who complained that the Imlian officers were callcil “browudmreaucrats'' amt 
(daoed between tlie cross*fircs of public criticism and official frowns. 

Another striking evidence was that tendered by Mr, Hasan Imam at Putna. 
Mr. Hasan Imam in reply to Hir Reginald Oradtlock, iu the couise of an oral 
ijuuninatioii on the attitude of Muhanimaitans towards the IndianlHation of tire 
Hervioes which he strongly urged, saiti that the temlency has been very much noticeable on 
the part of certain mcmliers oi the (lommissioii to attach an caaggerateii inqKirtance to 
■tray opposition to Indianisation on communal grounds, and Sir Reginald Crmldock's 
queiition ilirectly concerned this. Sir Reginald cu(|uir^ wliether Mr, Hasan Imam's 
views were expresHcd iu his ca{)acity as an Indian Mulmmmadau. Mr, Imam’s 
reply was that he ha<l expressed his views a^ an Imlian, irrespective of his 

. being a member of any religious community. But he was preisired to speak as a 
Mnhamnuuian also, and, as sucli, lie saw no reason to change his viewrs”. Again : 

“ If some Muhammadans ba<l expressed a for the pi'etenoc of a thli^il jiarty 

t o settle the differences Inst ween the two oonimonities, h^ coukl only ascribe fiuch. 
a view to weakness induced by foreign domination, and lie mid that, if left to 
themselves, the oimmiuiiity would sec the u^;eHsity of adjusting the differences 
amongst themschm” 

Alter conclutllng its work in Patna the^Oommission proceeded to l^horc and 
held sittings there trom the lUh to the l|l|h February, ami from tlwnoe, to Delhi 
on the 99th. The evklences reconlcfl at G^ese places do not seiem to be el much 
interest and most of then were taken ii| "camera. The flnAl sitting was licVi Ott 
the Mnd February at Delhi and the/: report was ext>ected to be presented in 
Englami by the end of March. The npter will be discuiwed in greater detail flic 
the next issue of this Register. , / 



: evskts - 

Htmi It ^ ofpotAd Itie 8e«^ liiOliil Ooittferenoe 

liiM faitge numlier oC 

Bieifnyrir ta>ii>wfii <Kk ««Niomto vnbiec^ 1C. VltYewMmrayva 

delhrcfed * slrildngatklrdi^ «• PuitidieKit^ wtiicU hiui «iiicc bmm^ 
ttlmfiEl e!M6ic; He](^^ futile wttli Sfr Qeorgi <m the letter^t uotrerraiiteii 

stetcn^ ftboiit liidiii** girowing emHh eikl pointed out the proper portpeolire from whieh 
the qneiMoii had to be Tieweii He strongly critfoieoit the etatement of Hir Ueorgo 
India erae growing richer and eapoeed ilie fhitity of the Government itatlw;ieiR. 
*ffae wealth of India before the War was eetfmaUd at £9,600 millions or 
Ha 0»400 orocea This meant an average propmy or wealth amountiug to Us. 160 
per bM of population. The oorrespomiiim figure for Caiuida was a little over 
Ila 4,400; that for the United Singdom 6^000. Again the annual iitoonn pn^ 

itead in India at the present reiltteed value of money varies from Ra 46 and lU. 60. 
fiven aestiming the maximum figure of Ha 60, it would mean an average income 
of lie. 6 per head per month. The eoxTeitp.tnding yearly income given for Canada 
is Ka 560 ami for the United Kingdom Ua 7io. Tu6 trade for the whole of tmlla 
comes to abont Rupees SO to Bupcwii R5 per it:ia*l. For Canada and the United 
Kiugilom, the dguiwi are Ua 610 amt Ha 610 respectively. On acoouiii of the 
^nezal low level of occufiatious and low stamlard of living the «ieath rate In India 
is very high, b^ing over 60 |icr 1,000 while tlie sami is leiis than U pftr 1,000 
in the two countruw nameil. The average exp^tatioii of life is abimi 21 years i:i 
India while it is about 46 in Europmn count riea Education is extremely meagiv, 
lem iltaii 6 p^r cent of the population being literate. Every other primary tcs^ 

that you may apply will show the same low stamliug, tlie sam^ low level of rffieteiiey. 
Tue average monthly income of Indians was eslimatctl at Us. 6 p^r hemi. flix 

fier cent only of the population was literate. The masMs were steep >1 in poverty 
Jsitderiug oif d|plHution, {Kivcny to which there is no parallel in western countries. 
J'eople with a low reconl could not, in his opinion, he said to lx.' <H)uipp?il 
for tlie struggle for existence. He deplorcti the fast tiiat the th^iort of the Indian 

Industrial Oommission litll remained a tleml letter and suggested several ways in 
which economic de^lhpment could be secure<l. A Statutory Boani of ludu'>trics, 
he suggested, should b * appointed to work metluNlically atui provincial MhiistcrH 
should undertake to develop industries by loans. He aV> mlvocated placing of orders 
for Railway materia’ s ami rolling-stack within the country itself as they always 
did in <yher miuntrics, further extension of eonou mills, iwisomlile protective tariff, 
extension ft iiuiigcnous shipping ami hanking facilities, gold currency, and mpM 
extension of technical ami industrial education. Keierring, in cinichisiort, Uf thi* 
attempts made by America to alx>!ish poverty, Sir M. Yisveswarayya mmte an earnest 
appeal for the adoption <if similar measures in India. Given reasonable faeillcicis, h<* 
said, Imlia was sure to prucfxsl towards mats;rial prrjgress at a iiace that would 

astonish the worhl 

After dealing with the Bombay housing problem, the rresUlent referred to 
Professer Hamilton's jxip^r on the growth of popu’attoii in Imiia and said that 
India was getting uver^'pepuiated from the point of foisl supp^ ami pnaluctlvt? 
|K)wcT of the country. In his opinion the solution to this difneu'ty lay in two 
ways, namely, increasing production, mu-tip’ylng occupations, spi'cacliitg ctlueation 
and by reducing the number of births, 

" He then referrwl to the able pnpT conTibutni by Pi’idessor Josh! on Agri. 
cultural ami Imlustrial Deve'opment. ami (kointeil out that incretufe in {e'<hluo;ion btuh 
from indnstries and agiieulturr was possible till income from former and tnulc was 
about fifty per cent of tlie whole. On tlie question of balance of trade, he iliotight 
tliat the question shoo’d again be brought licfore the Uonferenc: for correctness ot: 
Judgment.* 

Conctmling, Sir Visveswarayya eloiueiiUy plcmlwl for more freetlom Isnng given 
to X*rof6Mens so as to enable the public to lienefit by their researches ami con- 
sidereil opinions ami citcil the case of Jafsiii where Professors were ixH restrJet^l 
as they were here. 


Below if given a detailed chronicle of evooto during Jaa«>— Match 

1»S4. 



t Jin* tt IhtttMMthwMMtBewwrtNet,^^ SMMh> ' 4 m , 

dtty oCiSi^CottgMiiftiti iMimftt CocawulAi. 

f Hn, 1U Ihtftteli CootielT opevt^l ly Ouvemor. HeiiMrtfon w«» emM bjt mmirnty 
ot Hindu nikt membm wnikmg out m wmmi «• Hhi 
oikiumI bi« aililMMi «* • |>rot(st ngainst oonstitittiOii of new 
Biiftt Plieru AlEft!i ULmtUsd^ tf AknlSii nmuiftofl, fotoirod ,by , 

uramfc every tiny of 25 A^.iiiu * 

Akn ift ol tbe K U. V. C.> aecrnieni iiii*»wlu4 mnioM Huougb impor. 
tnnt thbrouKhfnroK of Laivore dmwisig attention ol tfie Qcnrt. MM of 
the Governor wlio uaik then opening the neur Cmmoil to ormt them. 
Hitherto thie K»rt 4»f |irooeMiou wm conftneil to Amrittar alone. 

3 3an. *24 Bar CVmttnltU*e* Bir Tej BohoHar Hapru giving evidteiioe More tlu* 

liar Coiumittee strong y reptulfatai the |i«eteniioits of the English Her 
atifl the htea that unless a num wmt to Knglaml he could not 
imbibe the ttmUtionsof tlte Ktig ikIi Bar. The mfsteiii of waka*atnainas, 
he Mhl, vttm n huge fraud in the name of law. 

4 dftii. *24 Knss meeting ut MadimH to weicoiw^ Moul. Ahankat Ali and other 

('migTess eodviK who in their spivsohes sticunouBly pleaded for KhathUr. 
Kenya <*<mstiitttt<tn Bill istMteci. Indian Members reslgiied. 

7 Jan. ’24 I^uckuow University Convocation opened by the Late Bir Ashntosii 
Muklierjce wfio delivenvl a spirited addnss on National Btincation in Inflia. 
Govr. of IhHidsty suspend puuitite u|teratious at Boraaii. 

M dati. *21 (**nM Areas Bill ol Ih24 pub Ished in the Union Govt. Gosette. 

Nnia’ iMov.nrial Uouin*)* iNiHSMl tbe Hu'ett Ordiimuee. 
h den. '24 lietoie the Lee t 'omtintfsum at Matlros quite a sensation was create* I 
liy Messrs K« Hriitivabau anti M. U. Bajalq representing Ih^presM'd 
easMi^ Hiougly peodiog against further ImUanisatioit and urging 
pretlominnwee ot Knro|M!au e’enieiU. ' 

U. I*. 1 oiinci) o|>encil by the Governor in a speeidi in which tie 
op‘.iniist;<*a !y u*anie«i the ruemlKTs to rea'ise that tlic path to rndt- 
government lay a'mig const itutioiiai lines. 

^wara] 1 St Uonfereuce held at Lucknow uiuler Mi. (*. K. Das. (fsf p. 52). 
Sir Maoo'm Hai’ey apiiointetl Governor of I’uiijab in pla^e of Sit 


10 dan. 
] I dan. 
12 .Ian. 
IH .Inn. 

14 Jan. 


Edward Mac'agaiu « 

’24 Executive UcwniiiitttH* iiieetiiig of Swarajya isiity held at Lucknenv. 

Boriunl Satyagraha suspetnied (see p 52(c).) 

’24 Mou'ana Sliaukat Alt niul |tarty reachiHl Uolonibo aiui carneii on 
Khitafat prupagamla ool'eciing funils tlierefor fro* the next seven days 
*24 MAHATMA GANDHI operatwi upon for ApiM^mlicites (Bee p, 55). 
The Day munler at Ua'cutta. 

*24 Bengal I'rov. Uoiigrees Uoniiiuttrc seaichrd and rausacketl by tiic Police foi 
the ilay muwler— Amt. Secn.tarv arul others arrested^ Other honsi* 
Si arches au<l arnitts in Calcutta foMowc*!. 

*24 Ma^s meeting of Kuropeans ami Angle- hid inns at the Empire Thcattv, 
Ca'eutta, on tlie Day murder (see p, 5). 

K'evimth Session ol the linllau Sckiice Congress o|Ame«l at Hauga.oie* 
with t>r. N, Annaiula’.r as President. 

G«tvornor of lUimliay went op to Delhi to confer with Viceroy on Tcleasc oi 


of Gaiulhi. 

15 Jan. ’24 l^ee Commissou in Calcutta rcoordcil evidenoc ol the tmitoii and 
European service men, Tlbe Hon’ble S. K. Sinha wanted Broteetioii 
for the so-oaUed brown hureancrats like him who found thenuie’ves 
lictween the oroKS«tlre. Tic wanteil at leant 2B% inovemeut in t<h(o 
pimmi pay.— B oml <1, Council openeil hy the Governor.— C. P. Legls< 
late Council opened M theOowmor. (see p.il5). 

Parliament opene<l baf H. M. the Kiiig-Em|«rDr. 

15 Jan. *24 C. P. Council Brst iaet for Official buslnesi. OflMl. Bills dcteteit 
Mahomed Ali's reply to Soatri os. OandUrs imusage lastM im p. 27). 

15 Jail. *24 fiamlhi Day observed all over Indio.- Before the ComMision 

at CalCtttu Indian Amooiation giving evklciioe said that the Indfon 
t'*ivil Hervice should oeoae. 

C, P. Council— The great “No-conflilence” debate and Oovt, defeat. 



emmKiM op tvnnrs m 4 n 

T$ 9m ^ MAMbu umm Otmgm iifthte Hi httMM. 

id Ml* ^ feMM dT ikitmam poMtm 

MOmmt itt«9fifeto l«iM li»<Mrf.auite<K 

it iaA. *tl AiAm P. C^jja iiMetiiWifcWiwiikfttiolfedto 

m Al}4ii«U« Ktiaii Bqiim ht orymUiiif IcWti work, 

K Jan. *14 Uffi Ottttor mOt ieorataiy rf Htate lor fodlo ; Prof. HtehoMH xht^ 
Vuiki Bmtary. 

Ifr, iS$»ms lummM hmam Premier, tabour Party w io 
HemnUi Indimi Keownde Ooafcioikoeat Homing opened by Otmniui witu 
* ftir 3t, Vimeewaray ysi u Ih^Menu 

'M Jan. *11 lir, Oapia*i ia Bengal OooneU airiliiig roleaef ol polithml 

pHiiaesI uimeil after beated debate. 

ta Jan. *e4 CVofiial mretaryi^Hr. Tboniai, at the rfCHamu of BmpJre Jcmmaliete 
at the Oo'oiiiai ontoe «aiil that tlie policy of the Kenya White Paiwm 
woakl be foMowed by the l^btiar Oovt. 

81 Jan, *14 Aeaemb'y -opened by tlie Vioeriiy. 

All-India KHarli Board meeting at Bombay pa«Mril mH)*iition« (nee t>. i7)« 

S Keb, *24 Joint Cotkfcn*nce of 8wara)i«t« ami other memb^m tJ (*ouiicl ft liohi at Wthi 
wiUi Mr. (*. It Ibw 111 the chair— oontimted on the fo lowing 
days (see \\ 70). 

4 Feb. *24 Meetiiige aMlnst e’am areas bill lieM throughoui Kata\ 

Nunan-Lnkhoo Mcmoraniium on Uuiana (*o*<misat{on Hebeme pul* isheiL 

5 Keb. *14 Ahscmbly-Mr. KangacliaHar*ft rmontUm on furtlMW Kefotinit forma' ly 

moved. MAHATMA OANDMl BBL.BAiEll aitootidilioiialiy. 
h FeU *24 Sir B. B. Haraia annoancnl in Oounoil of dtate thnt Kenya Bill 
will not be paesed without bearing tlovt, of India. 

Oflirial expbinatinn of the Mill-owners Associationt Bombay on tho 
great Bombay strike iisueit. 

7 Keb. *24 Amembly— Mr. Nivigy's rest) iitmii omtuty on Stmih Afnean eoai passed. 

Maliatma jiaiulhi iSHues nieswigt^ to the p'Hiple through Mahom'^l Ad, 

(set* ll). 

Hefoie the l4*e (*ommissioii, Mr. Hasan Imam of I’atiia stwmg'y ttig<Hl 
fndianieatfon and stoppage of Hs*niitmem in Kiiglaiui on Isith l^ilttimi 
and eoonomie grounds. 

Mr. Ben Gupt's motion on **Xo.t'onfideitot«’* on Ministers disaifowtul b/ 
♦ PreeWent— HIr J, (*. Bt»i»**s lecture ai ihe Imlla Oflle* with rtu 

e Bytliay Olivier ss I*resi<leiit attemled by the Premier who eulogising 

Hir J. i\ Hose's eflbits |)aid a tribute to Indians. 
h Feb. *24 British Attxiillary of Indian National <*miferekkoe srni a Memo, to the Priiiin 
Minister on grain of further Beforms (H<*e p. HI.) 

Amumhly^The HWAHAJYA DKBATK on Mr. Uaitgachaiiars rrsoutton* 
^u Joseph Nutiaii exismtids bis Co*oinsalioii Solieiite to foity meinlietH 
^ of the fiidiau Ijigts'atnn* at llelhi, 
n Feb. *24 First BliahklJ Jatha of 50(i Akalia started ifiom Amritsar to Nabha 
(see p. I00| 

10 FeU. '24 Ali India tliattk**giving day foi the release of Maliaiina UaQditi, 


Aimuat general roesiing of the Euro|[K*nn Association, lUmiiiay si long y 
encicnml dwankjist pointy and |misik'« 1 rcso'utions insiwinii on the oigaiiisa- 
noitt of Knn)|icaiis activie y taking |iati in Indian po (lies. 

Assembly— IVbaie on tVaistifttfiona^ Atlvatioe retmnnsl.—Mr. tlouFs 
amendment ihdraieil. 

t'onitcil of Btate— Tbt* lleeiproctty BiM, the Immigmtion into Itslia 
Bill to reciprooafte trraiment to Itwliaits m H. Afriea |)as««<). 

At the t’aUmita Motor Traihs Assosiat ion strong Kuropeaii seiiHmein wa» 
espieserd on the reieais* of Mr. GandlU by Mr. Viliicrs who lahl, “ !>*» 
yon re*caee the world a Inimlehla* maniac beoatts<» In* suffers iriim 

I oaHtkm party of bwarapsis and t*onw dlois <if iVIhf tinady 
met ami adopted rules for their future oonduc:, 

AMemVy— Uet tlay of the «le)fa(e on tNmstStutional mlviBie*— Pt« 
M«nl.at Nehru*s ammlment for a Koutul Tab*e f*onfefirfl«e fOMMl Bp 
74 votes to 19. d 
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Bi '^ Fci). *94 M, ilftodiii’t tetter to tlie Akalift for ttopj^liig Jethat tmed. 

96 Feb* *91 Attembty— H. Ootab Wngli’e icfo!. on Bfli grienmeei, 8. Ktmar 
recot. on retcaie of 8. Khaimk Blngb^ and Kr. Bactiq SiMMdii*ii 
on foleaae of Hanat Mofaani paeeeiL 
Lord 0!ivier*« statenent m the Lordt >4 
i8 FeU ’24 Hfoomt ,8abi<li Jatha maiohed from Amritrar for JafCb, 

29 Feb, ^24 Afif»embly-BVDaET I'KBHENTED. 

I Mar. *24 Finance Bill prciented in the Aiarmb'y— Bombay Connoil adjovmefJ 
M a iTOteet i^ainet Loid OliTier's etrictnree on thenu 

8 Mar. *24 Queetiou« in tre Coiumoiw on Bound Table Conference etc. 

Khalifa depoecd at Angora and next day bannfacd from Constaatiliople. 

4 Mar. ’24 C. J*. Cooiicll— Budget pretented. Govt. Billa all thrown out. 

6 Mar. *24 Cabinet Cummittee apijointed to deal with Imlian qiicationr«»B. k O. 

Council |)awed moiutioii for release of Political mieonere aMfnat Govt. 

6 Mar. *24 Bombay Council carried resolution boycotting Empire Exhibition— 

8opp!ementaiy grants refused in the C. P. Council. 

7 Mar. *24 King Huhsain of Mecca proolaimed Khalifa of Metopotamia, etc. 

Police firing on Pomliay Milldiand strikers who haii startetl a bon-fire 
outside the Klplumton Mil) which was set on fire. 
iJe.hi Vnivmity Convocation opened by the Viceroy. 

Moulaiia Mahomc^l Ali addressing a oongrtgation at the Juma Masjid, 
Aiigarit on the deposition of Klmlifa made an )mt)ortant statement on 
the positioned the Imliaii Khiiafatists. He spoke sympathetically of 
tlie df|K»Kc<l Khalifa. * 

$ Mar. *24 In the C. P. Council the whole Budget was throwli with the exctplion 
of Bs. 2/^as salary for Ministers. 

Governor of Bombay made definite proimsa's to the Mill-owners Asfoc*. 
to settle the strike.<»]u Bomliay Council Govt, defeated on the casting 
vote of the President on a tltmand for conveyance allo>«ianc« to 
Police officers. ^ f, 

9 Mar. *24 National Musiim rniversity Convocation o|)eueii with Hakim A)mal Khan, 

the Chancellor, presiding. Mr. M. Piektball deliverei; a weighty 
address urging young Moslems to be nationalists fiist. 

10 Mar, *21 Council of Htate— The Kei.ya Debatt? — ^Mr, Bastri withdrew his resolution. 

Assembly— IIKFCHAL OK SUBPLIEH of the first four main budge* 
demands on Customs, Fall, Income k Opium. 

Central KhPafat Comniitiee and Jamait-nl-ricma cabled representations 
to Arigora and otlier mtalem countries on the tieposition oi tiie Khalifa. 

11 Mar. *24 Mr. I.4insbury*s motion of atljourtiment In the Commrms on fht> 

Massacre at Jaito— Par.iameutary Htamiing i'ommittee on Iiulian aifaiis 
moved in the Lords. 

]2 Mar. *24 The official Jaito Uqiort of Mr. Balwant Bingh issued. 

14 Mai'. *24 8ccon«l Hahidi Jatha reached daito aiul peacefully arrested (see pp. 112 c). 

17 Mar. *24 Asecmbly-THB FIKANCK BILL raKOWH OUT, 

Ifi Mar. *24 Assembly— Keomumended finance Bill thrown out again. 

19 Mar. ’24 Council of State— The Soutli African Debate on Mr. Natesau's motion. 

, Klmlafat Conference witli Moul. Maliomed Ali as President opened at 

Calcutta (see p, 92),— In the Bengal Council Budget demands reje^.-in 
the Bombay Council motion for release of Hasrat Mohani carried. 

20 Mar. *24 Council of Btate— Foutli African debate centinued* Mr. Kateea»> 

resolution carried.— In Bombay Council Mr. Karimui’s xe^mion reeaUing 
Mr. Hcniimaii re)ected« 

Assembly— Mcftitm for Bepeal of Bepresaife laws passed against Govt. 
92 Mar. *24 Tliiid Bahidf Jatha mar^ |rom Amritw to Ja^ 

94 Mar. *21 In Bengal Council demaiM turm^Nctcn’ Ba v 

22 ^ Mar. *24 Council of 8tate— Fiiiaiiot >)i*||iV p 

21 Mar. ’24 lu the Ikrngal CouimA— 01^ -plato on 



# * t^o^greas Activities 

After tlie NaMI^ Ck^ogriaa makm at Cooanada waa over three ikartiea 
4rbiii it aaUied foith to push their respective paitr^ork hi the couutiy. 
llie Bwan^lita having obtained the imprimatur of the Congress deyot^ 
themselves wb^y to Council-work. I>elhi» Calcutta and Nagpur were 
their main fields of action; so much indeed that no other Corigiess- 
wciirk could be done at these places. Their activities have been detailed 
oil pages 56-70. The work of the Congress itself was carried on by two 
parties mainly in South India. The AU-Iiidia Khadi Boaid^ wi^ Sj. 

JamnaW BaJid ns president and Sj. Sankerlal Banker as Secretary, toured 
in the Deoean and South propagating Khadi doctrine. An account of 
is givtm in the following pages (80-21 )• 

The Ceylon Tour. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali, Drs. Kitohlew and Mahmood accompanied 
by Bi-amma, tbo revered mother of the AH Brothers, wont over 
to Ceylon to rouse the Muslims there and enlist their sympathy 

for the Khilafat cause, and particularly to mise funds for the 

Angora deputation. During their journey through the Madras coast 
they halted at several stations and addressed big gatherings exhorting 
the people to •wear Khaddar and help the constructive work 
of the Congress. On January 7th the party reached Colombo and 
was eiithusiastically received there by the people. On the second day 
of their arrival they addressed a big inoeting of Muslims and explained 
wbat Iftdk was doing to safo^;uard the sacred institution of the Khilafat. 
On the third day they called on the leading people of Colomla) and 
addressed a meeting hold on behalf of the National Congress oi 
Ceylon. In a very strong and spiritiKl speech Moulana Shaukat AJi 
explained to the audience the principles of itorrco-ot>eration, the message 
of Gandhi, of the Khilafat cause arid of Khaddar. It was in this speech 
that ha made some strong iiidictments against the British Govt, which 
was raised in question in the llo\iso of Commons where it was urged 
that the Maulana should be arrested once more. Tho British Empire, 
he sail], might l>o eaten up and swallowed, but until their chief, Mahatma 
Gandhi, wms lilioratcd and their demands granted, not one fiico out oi 
Indian fuiuls, nor one soldier more from India would l>o sacrificed foi* 
Bfitain and the British Empire would go to ruin. They wanted, he 
said, to close the door on tho British Empire. They, in India, were 
preparing for a great fight. lie assured them that very soon Ir^dia 
would acfiieve what she desired and then they would not forget 
Ceylon. 

After a hutricane touring campaign in Ceylon the iiatfy came fiack 
to India on the If^th January and statted on Kbud<ler pro|>agt»itda work 
in South India. Kamnad was visited first ai;d then Madura, where 
Gie party was presented with a purse, and thou on Jan. 26tb they 
came over to Poona to see Mahatmaii who was then lyiiqj; iti 
Hospital. 

5 



i8 THE ALL-INO^ CONCUSS COMMITTEE tooCAHAO* 

The All.tn& Cengreas ^Comnutlee 

Immediately after the annual aeerioii of the Conin^sB was over a meeting 
of the AlMndia Cotigrese Committee wae Itcld on the 1 at. npid 2nd. Jan. in 
the Huhiects Committee" pani^ which was atteiulM 4»j aliout 60 inembenu 
A ^j^orking Committea of the A. L G. C. wmi elected with the foUeirhig 
ntemlieni : (I) 8jts C. R. Dae ; (2) UnjagopalachiraT ; (2i Vallabhhhai Patel ; 
(4) Honda Veiikatapfiayya ; .(5) Khankarlal Banket-; Jamiialal 
(7^ Sa^r Mangal Singh; (8) Moulanas Alml Kalam Azad and (2) Sbatikat 
AlirWtfi the President and Oenend Secietariee as ex-ofiloio i%emherB. 

THK BUDDHA GAYA TKMPLK. 

There was a hot discussion about the Buddha Oaya temple. Snjut R^ja* 
gofialAchari suggested that it should tw taken over fnm tite owner 
conveited into a national property and its management should be entiusted 
to some Buddhist Association which should be assisted^ by the Goi^ess. 
It was also said that as Babu lisjcU'dia Prosad was oonneeted ^ith tim, he 
should' be again consulted on this point. Babu Biijkisbore Prashad of 
Behar who was also asked by the ('ongiess to enquire into Ithe matter 
objected t<i Srijut Kajagopalachari's motion on the grouiid that entire 
Hindu ix>pulation of Gaya bad held out a throat to him and that* in the 
event of Siijut R^Vigopalacharfs motion weio carried and given effect to* a 
storm of protest and ofqiosition would come from the same party' and the 
(WigresH would l>o landed upon a veiy difficult situation. % he struck a 
note of warning to the meml)er8. « 

Srijut Jamiuilal Ifajaj moving an arooiidmont to it <8aid that a Cbnr 
mittee should 1>e ap|K)intod to settle the toms with the present ptoprietors. 

Mr. C. V, Vaidya opinised l)oth the resolution and the amendment on 
religious giounds. Then Srijut Kiijagopahiclianar siiid that if there could 
no united opinion on the subject he would like to withdraw his^motion. 
Srijut T. Prakasam said that they should piuteat against all such opposition 
and proceed with the matter at. all costs. Srijut liajagoiuilachaii said that as 
matters roquii-cd to be ainplificd he would move atuTther resolution of natioTr 
alisiiig the Buddha Gaya temple. 

Siijut Manilal Kothari said that all Buddhist impiilation in Burma, 
China; jai>aii and other places were looking to the people of li.dk fora 
solution of this matter. Si ijut daii'am Das op[>osed Sjt. Kaj;q;oi)alachan. 
hjjt. Venkatram said that the matter should Ite reform! to the Working 
(^ommittee. The matter, however, icceiving still n.oie op|K>sit)oii was put 
to the vote and was defeated, 26 being in favour of the motion ai.d 1 
against it. 

PUBLICATION OF THE A. I. C. C. PKOCtliDINGS, 

Babu Siva Prosad Gui>ta, Benares, moved a resolution suggesting that 
all the resolutioiiB as well ns the proceedings of the AlMndia* Cougiess 
Committee from the Calcutta session down to this day lo published in book 
form aiid kept for ciiTulation* among members and for purposes of sale. 
This resolution was unanimously carried. 

PBBMANKNt OFFICE AND PAID WORKERS. 

Babu Siva Prosad Gupta in moving another resolutaon said that there 
should he a peimaiient office of the AlMndia Congress Committee, paid 
workers should be appointed, libraries should be kept and, if poesible. 
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meetings sliouM be held at^e pleecy only. Bubd B«0mng 8ahai o|>i)oaecl 
it ad 4* there being oppotftion ' fmm other sides also the resolution was 
dropped. ^ ^ 

The Presidett^ etprdtei^ iis awn personal opinion about it said that 
be Mbuld like that T)eIbfrih(AiM" be the permanent place and the Working 
Committee should jihvayi most at that place. 

, * Thereafter the resolution about Akali Dal was dtsoussed and it was 
proposed that it should bo referred to the Working Cominitteel 

A Sub-CoihBiitteo of 12 meniliei’s was then api)oii}ted to oonsidfif the 
election disputes in some of the provincesi namely, Srguta •Jairam Das 
(8!ndh). Bhagawan Das (Benares), Manilal Kothari (Gi\iarat), C. V. Vaidya 
(Sfahaiustra). (Caa^ntiore}, Subramaniam (Andhra), Pattabhi 

f^ethaiamayyM (At:dhra\ Sits Vallabhbhai Patel (Ahmedabnd), T. Prakasani 
(Madras), Santauam (Punjab), Baijoiji Bhaiuch (Bomltay), ar.d Ib*. Ansari 
(Dt»T 

Dr. BiswA Noth Mookeijee moved a resolution calling the lOteotion of 
the Committee to the Enquiry Committee api^ointod by the Gaya CoiigreHM 
kst year ai;d asking the Gcncial Secretly to put befoiw the Committee 
the progress made by the Enquiry Committee. He said that the (Vnigivss 
had dong an hdustice to the lalxmrors in India. He watiled to know why 
tbe Labour Enquiry Committee npiKunted some 12 or i«S months lieforo 
could rot submit any repoit up to this time. 

Pai.dit Jawahailal Nehin moved an amei.dmcnt that the matter be 
referred to the Working C’ommittee. He assured the Cuininiiteo that it 
would receive their beet attei tion and matters wouhl be expediteil. The 
amendment was carried. 

PKOORAM.MB FOR Fi rrUR WORK. 

In pursuance of the N-C-0 re»oluti<Mi passeil l>y the Cocaiiada Con* 
givss, the A. I. C. C. i-esolvod as follows : — 

In accoidance with tlie ]»rogramnio adopted by the Congress at 
Co< anjifla, the A. I. C. C. resolves that every l^ovincial Congress Com- 
mittee do at oneo take steps t<» carry out the constnietive pro 
graiiiiiif. Provincial (’ongress (oniniittees arc directed to preiiare (le- 
tailed ai d considered scheniCH showing the items of the Bardoli con 
stuutive programme t<i bo now concentrated ui>on in each province, 
aid the ways and means decided uiH)n for carrying them out. Be]»orf# 
shall reach the (foiioral Sccrctuiy l»efore the 1 ftth of February. 

The following |H)ints should he noted : — 

( 1 ) The Congress ]u*ogramme for the year is the emtstruetive programine. 
(ii) ProNincial Executive Committees should take up the work vigorously 
at once, (iii) Without piejudiW? to the aliove, the Pmvinml Executive 
C *c«m^]iite^s should meet at once and settle w^hat items should be mu 
centrated uimti and what methods and means should lie adopted, (iv) Detaiicfl 
pjogiiimine as settled aliove should lie sent up to the (Jeneral .’^'erretary 
at Allahabad. 

PURCBASK OF COKOUEPg TKNT. 

Sjt. K. Veiikatappayya moved a resolution suggesting^ the purchase of 
the Congress tents from Mr. Mookeiji of Calcutta. He mid that the Work- 
ing Committee should lie authorised to do so. 

The resolution w’ss unanimously passed. 



•0 ALL INOU KHiWI BOAKD 

Hm AIMndia Khadi Boazd 

In pttnutnoe of the roaolatioft of the KiTtO above Hie All 

fadia Khad! Board appdftitedat CoeanacU!*' tA orga|^Mjif piodoot^ 
dfatribuMon of Khaddw tbrooghoat India atait^ on librtoar on tJ^ Srd 
Jalinary. For the first week (hey visited all t£e Kliadrprodnoing oentm of 
the Andhra'deea going into the very interior for oollMnitg infonaation abi^ 
and Buperviaing Khidi work and lecturing all the while to village people 
on . the utility of Khadd'er and the message of the Congress. Their 
impfeasion of Andhra:deas as regards Khadi are set forth as below : 

*^Tbc Province has an immciicMe p^ientiality. A village near Ongole oalled 
Ouruvamldiiialayara is o.ad U0% in Khaiii. A whole-time Khatii-work r J. 
Ap[)aya SaKtri, ftjrmerly. a meflicat student rusticated from his college for ineistiHg 
to put on Uautlhi ciip, was the main-spring there. 

**Thc vii age has HOC houbes with a total {loptt'ace of ab<mt S^COO, It Hontains 
400 charkas. Kacli charka produces yam enough lor cloth 27 yankt lo^w^nd 45 
inches wide [ler month. It amounts to over 10,000 yards ))er montl^ work 

at full swing for 6 to 8 tnonlhs in a yyar. That means that they produce from 
60,000 to 80,000 yards of 45'* widtii tvotb which practically amounts to donblo 
the riuantity they use. Coiisitlering the (Kipu ation containing equal number of men, 
women, and cbiiflrvn and the average cousumyition of cloth 12 yards [ler head, 
t heir total consumption shoo d not be tnoi^ than half the produotionr Women 
w'erc askfifl what <iiifiiitity of cloth they used every year. They sai«l they reple- 
nished fiieir olfl stock with two new sadkcs of 8 yards each every year. This 
amounts to 16 yards of clotJi for a woman |)cr year. The consumption of cloth 
by a man and a child Ixiing less than that of a woman, the average of 12 yards 
]ifiT head is noi im{iro|K>r, 

*K.londitioiiH varied more or less in eacli of the oilier villagtfs. If one conUl nok 
grow cotton on its own fields, wliile other rtH|airemcnie were i4iere, tlie other was 
wanting in weavers. A third on*; was not piuluciug yarn within its own bouiut- 
ary, but was gfHting its rf«|uinHl <|uantity from neighbouring vil ages and providing 
it to its numerous w't'aveiH. A fourth again being a ceiiMv of eonqileie production 
WAS ivlyitig large'y on its sale outside and was consuming very little of it yithin its 
own limits. ^ 

w'BH observed that if ab’e workf*rs w'oultl sittt’e in these vi ag *s and umuld try 
to put in the missing jsirt or parts of the w'hole organisation, the field was there. 

At Kibdmdla, alHnil 15 miles interior from (luuiur, there were about 700 Charkas 
always working among a population of aliout 6000 iK*op!(?, The cotton was cxluiusted 
am) all the charkas were idle for a month. Men and women were seen to put on their 
own ham I -spun. Tne village was ab.e to produce more yarn than it coud consume, 
hut the weaving |K)pu!ation was not HufHcieut for itiu^lf. * 

Tho Andhra province was the foremost in pure Khadi production. 
Cultivator stocked their own cotton and spun it themselves. In some 
villages tho amount of Khadi produced was twice as much as was 
needed to moot tho requirement of the village. On January 10th Sj. 
Devadas Gandhi opened ou behalf of the Municipal Board of Tinipatti 
a Khaddar store. This was the first Municipal Khaddar store opened. 
Ou January 19th. 8jts. Jamnalal and Sankorlal i^eached Salem and 
acoompaniod by Sjts. K. Sauthanami N. S. Varadachari and <0. 
gopalaohari made a tout through the Tamil Nadu province. At Tiruppun 
&e chief Khaddar area of . Tamil Nadu, the Kongu Hand-spinniug and 
Weaving Association in their address to the Board said:-— 

**A sttAdyJ^and |icrsistcut ileniami for more am) more Khadilar ami an uiilimitod 
scope for proiluction l^xiali^, le«l us to uuciertake ambitious schemcH of work. i..argf* 
siinm of money, placed at our ditposal as JoHna, and heavy stamling onlers by 
various Congress C^cuumittoes of several Provinces were additional incentives for us 
to organise works of produmion on a very large scale and in the months ot 
ikqiicmbcr and October last, the qnantity piOiUiCdd exceeded lis, 7,000 worth every 
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fm\L, A tepiimte Limited Ootepw^ wHh imiite wm formM i<> 

take op the baeSnew of piodttctiou niul m!e of Khadi, The AiMociatiou ri^nMiivni u» 
reteriot ite activities to putc||r odiioatkwal jnd demonstrative work to promote the 
arts of hand-spianing, weavi^ i|ibl dyeing. With the origiiiat funtU of ihh. 
Amooiation and fiuther fnnds tSt are being collected locally, the buildings for the 
ICongii Kala-ea!a have alrea<l{r keen erected. 

. » ^Tbe protent states of Ivhadi work in these ptrts, however, is a sorry talo. 
Tlte rcoont depression in Ipiatli Imile has affccteil us hete alai and practieitly all 
jsork has stoppeil. About 10,000 w«jnien of tlie agricultural o!ass who wen* doing 
spinning only as a secondary occupation have now no work whatever to do, csueoiaMy 
in these ilays of famine conditums here, couset|uent on monsoon failure. SOUtoOOU 
weavers working with hand-spun yarn have also been thrown out of work and 
heavy stock of Khaili are lying nna>l«L riuler those highly depressing ciroumKtaucciL 
vfH hail your presence here as something provhlential and await your message of 
hope ami tieliverance." 

In Tamil Nadu they spent more than a foitiiight during which time 
they passed not only thi^gh important towns like Madras. Salem, 
Triohinopolyi Tap3ore» Tinnevelly and Mudum: but also through a large 
number of tillages lying far in the interior, like ITttukuli near Tiruppur. 
Rajapalayam and Adirampatiiam. At all these places the Khatlt workem 
assembled and met to discuss with the mombors of the Khaddar Board 
measures for the spreml and promotion of the Khadi industry. At large 
centres of production spinners and weavers were also mot by the mom- 
hers and much information was elicited at first hand through them. 

During the tour much work was accomplished in Tamil Nadu by 
way of whipping up the demand for Khadi which was rather slack 
and also by way of insuring increased aiul continuous Kh'uli production . 

On January* 17th the party reached M?ulura, visited the national 
school there and in8i>eotod how the little boys and girls in the school 
spin. A huge public meeting was held at which Sj. Jamnalal BtMai 
hoisted ttho National Flag and lectured on Khadi. 

After visiting Trichinoiioly, Taiijoro and other centres, the Boanl 
issued an appeal on the 20th January in the course of which they 
said : — 

** The prfHeiit fK'hitioii of our Proviriw it. Hfiomnloutt. Wfiil r timuy Phi- 

vinoes art; coinp!aiuiug that prtHlut'tioii of Kim<Mar lias not kroptitg |miiv wiiii 

the demaiul, iJirre ih not a •Hingle i;t?]Urt‘ hojre wiin;h ih not (Hjinp aiuing that the 

UcjiiaiuU iB not keeping \v^cAi with tin* ^^upply, Wc wore to »l hy i*v«ry worker 

tliat if we c^mil only jiuhIj up the ficmaiifl, the |iroiiucT.ion will go u|i to any rxM'iit. 
There iB at preBeni more tliau one lakh of rupe.*B worth Klm<hiar Hloek, an<l pfo lin;- 
tiou liatf Ijren cunaile»l iu numy phnv.» an the maj4>r purlion «if the <Mpit4kl Imih hrii 
Jocktsi up in Itut it Uo.^h not miieh argument to t hat UiIb iti no 

so'.tit’on of itie »iitt:euiiy. It is only if inonr p .op!v tak*,* to Ktia^hlar that the pres<rut 
htock can be reahy c ,'arecl. it the Kh.'oMar Bo.iol Ixmglil up th** efmh, it wol mi'y 
increase the price as t’n'! nrct*sNary estahlislnu'iit aiol fivigUi-clungv have h; put 
u[)un it.*' 

After their tour the Board mot at Bombay on 30th January and passed 
certain inaportaiit resolutions which are given on p. 24. During the month 
of B^ebruary they toured in the Karimtak and the Contra! IVovinces. 

. The record of Khadi*work in other provinces are either not avail* 
able or not worth mentioning. In Bengal Dr. P. C. carried on 

the work without any help fix)m the local Congress Committee. In a 
letter addressed by him to Mahatma Gamlhi on the llth B'ebruary ha 
deplored the lack of Khadi tii Bengal : “of the thousands who are 
flockiiig to the public mootiiigs to attend the Gandhi celebrations barelf’ 
one per cant is clad in Kha^r!" 



it THE ALL-INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE (bMibay 

The A* 1* C. ^ Meeting. 

The Working Committee ligalti met in Bomliay on the SOth. and 
51 8t. Jan. and ended this second sitting after Cocanada on February let. 
The more imi)Oi’tant resolutions passed are summarised l^elow. 

The following memViors were present : Moulaiia Mahomed Ali in the 
chair, Koiida Venkatappayya, Moulana Shaukat AH, C. R. Das, C. Raia: 
gop;i1;irhariar, G. Deshapaiidc, Sirdar Mangal Singh. Seth Jamnalal Bi^iaj. 
Dr. Kitchlew, Shankerlal Biiiker, Jawabarlal Nehru and Seth Jhaveri. 

The report and reconimendations of the National Education Confer 
Cfiee convened }»y Bahu Ikighawaii Das were read and it was decided 
to ix>stix)nc their consideration till the formation of the Nations] Education 
Ifoard. Regarding the application of Utkal P. C. C. for, financial help, the 
Committee decided that in view of «he A. I. C. C.s present iiimncial 
fioHition i:o grant for aid could lie made to Utkal, but that other 
assistance will bo rendered in rjts-orgjuiising work in the province. 

It was also resolved that Mr. Gaiigadar Rao Deshi>ando should" look 
into the fiiiaiicial condition of all the Provincial Congress Coifim^eos 
as fisceitaiiicd liy the Auditor and should armiige for the vtints 

of the memliers of the Working Committee or other proiiiinent 
C\ingres.smoii in such provinies as are in straitened ciicumstancos in ordei* 
to asHist them in re-starting work and i»aiticularly in eiirollitig memberH 
and raising funds. 

Several iialividual complaints against coitain * Provincial Congress 
Committees were then disposed of and relief sought^ by some of the 
subordinate ( ongress Coinmittoes wei*c considered. 

THK AKALf Sm^ATION 

r 

The Akali siUuition fully discussed and eventually tht\ follow- 

ing resolution vrm carried : 

“That out of the money OHr-marked for Civil Disoliedience, a sum of 
Rs. 22,000 be .sanctioned for helping the families of the Sikhs going to 
jail in offering Civil Dnsibedience to Government in addition to Its. 8,000 
given for this purpose by the Burma P. C. This amount is ^to be 
sent to the Punjab P. C, ard is t<i be spent by them for the puriKise 
specihod in consultation witb the Shimmani Guidwam Pralsiiidhak 
Committee/’ 

CIVIC GUARDa 

The <iuestioii of dmftiiig rules for Civic Guards was considered aid 
it was losolved : 

“ That ill view of the Cocanada Congress resolution relating to 
volunteer organisation, the Organisation Ik* requested to oairy* out the 
object of the Civic Guaids through their volunteers. 

Another resohition w^ passed appointing Mr. Baiimi’sidas Chatluii' 
belli ar.d Mr. C. F. Andrews to consider the prevention of emigration 
to foreign countries in terms of the Cocanada Congress resolution No. 10. 

1ND1AK8 IN AFRICA 

The Working Committee also considered the cable from South Africa 
inviting Mrs. Sarojiiu Naidii by caMe frpm East Africa. It was resolved 
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that Mrs. Xaidu and Mr. B.naiaaida#^ Ohathurhodi ho vot)\iested to 
proceed to South Africa to study th^ uri^tit pix)blcms afTcctiiig Indiana 
and to give lulvice and render' all i^ossihlo assistauoo to them. The 
Secretary was authorised to incur the necessar}’ expcmliture in thm 
Itehalf. A cable was accordingly sent to Mrs. Naidu and Mr. \\ K* 
Naidu to Xain)bi and dohaiinesburg. 

fiANDMI MONTH. 

On Febimiy Ist, the last day of the meeting, the following resolir 
tion was adopted • 

**The Working Coinmitteo of the Indian Xational Congress is deeply 
thankful fo mcroiful ]*ro\idetico that Mahatma Gandlii has piissed safely 
through his recent grave illtioss and that his further services for the 
eausc of freedom have thus l>eeii vouchsafed to the Xatioii." 

The Workiiig Coiitniittec earnestly apia^nls (x> the nation that in 
order to prcpaic for a grcii&t struggle to Ik^ i^artied on all over the 
eouiiti^ to wrciicli fnnii the (4ovcrtimont his and the XationV freedom 
and establish .Swaraj, a suyirenic elfoit should be made to Htrengtheii 
the ,, Congress organisation in oNciy respect and for this puriKwe the 
luoiith >>ogiiiiiii.g from the iHh February and ending on the ItJth March 
next should be observed jis the (v.itidhi month and devoted to an inteiwive 
iibtioiiul work by evcTy man and woman desiring the emancipatit)n of tho 
ionntiy.” 

‘‘The Working Coinmittce rails all Indians to put forth the 

utmost endeavour* tx) clothe the nation in Khaddar. to enroll (jutgress 
incinlH?rs aiid to collect money for tho Tilak .Swaraj Fund, ’ 

“All Coiigicss Committees aro called ujhui to organise work at once in 
older to <*any out the alK)vc resolution.” 

* The Delhi A. L C. C. Meeting. 

The next meeting of the Working C'omniitteo of the AIMndia 
I'oiigress Committee was held at Delhi iindei' Maulaiia Mahomed AH 
oil the 26th and 27th Fe>»ruai*y 1924. 

Asiong other resohitioiis the f ’oinmittoc piisscd tho following : — 

“The Working Committee cxprestK^s its deep sympathy with tho 

bnive Sikh community on the tnigie events at Jaito and ooiigratulatx*H 
the .latha 011 their gallant and doteniiiiiod liehaviour and on their iioir 
violence. In view of Sjt. Gidwani s arrest Sjt. George .loseph is io<|uest- 
e*| to take charge of publicity work of the Congress A kali >*aluiyak 
Uurcau at Amritsiir.” 

The Committee considered the si^heriie of work prepared by the 

Provincial Congress Committees in cumpliaiiec with the reqnosi of tho 

AlMitflia Committee and passed the following resolution 
. “The Working comnuttoc laites with satisfaction that most provinocs 
liave framed definite aohemes of Constructive VV<»rk and have aln^udy 
Ifegiiti to take vigoixnis action. The Committee apt^eals to tho iieople to 
give every help to the Congress organisation in attaining a milsitential 
measure of success in the fidfilmcnt of their programme. l*he Committa# 
rcecmiinends that special attention be paid to the enralment of v^unteers, 
collection of funds and organisation of Khaddar and volunteers.'' 
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^ Tte iUHcd^ Kh$di Bbiurd also laet at Dalbi on tlie Sttk and 
SyBth Febfiiary iast and passed the budget for the head o0lee« the 
technical depaitment ar.d the infoiinatioD bureau. The AlMndia Khadi 
Service was sanctioned to consist of full-tinie men employed on salaries 
not ordinarily exceeding Es. 100 p. m. with travelling charges to serve 
as organisers and inspectors in the Provinces. Provinces cbing consider- 
able amount of Khadi work directly under the management of the 
Provincial Khadi Boards and utilising AlMndia Khadi Board funds 
taken as loans or grants will have travelling inspectors who will be 
watching and auditing on behalf of the AlMndia Khadi Board* Any 
province where there was scope for increased Khadi work and which needed 
guidance and initiative from outside was to be given^ an organiser. The 
l>rovince8 wore to be given one or l)oth such class of officers according 
t4) their needs. 

Owing to the illness of Seth' Jamualal Baiaj at Delhi and his 
doctor's advice against proceeding fuither in his tours, and also bofxiuse 
of J^ala liiMpatrais absonre from the Putiiab, the Khadi Board's 
promised Puitjab tour which was tabled in March had to be post- 
poned indefinitely. 

'I'he next iiioeiiiig of the Congress Working Committee aid allied 
bodies was to take place in Hombiiy on the 21st April. 



TUB tflAK aWABAJ FUMD t» 

The Tilak SwBtaj Fuad 

At Iht #miM •! tW Aimim tm^Nm 

IInI CiMMtal SMMtiM iMMtd i« Mtick ImI tkt MhMkili HAlMtttl milli tttttA 
!• Am XUtk Swfemi 

Tlie All Imlin ('‘onicrpiM CimimiUct* have taken ocmnMemb'e |iaiiiH to imlUiMt 
•leta)*ert awlitml aoetmiitH oC all aiul ex|ietiiUtiiro of Uie elRoe and 

lit tilt Fionuoial CoiigreMi Cdminiiteefi. None the leHa titere appears to be oonaiihr* 

ab^e miaapprehenulon aial enqulrid^ and mTsaikioiial re{cn‘nei*fi iii the imlieatt* 

that many people are ignorant of tliem? aceinmttK ami do not know lanr the inone> 

was ootlrctc*il or apeiit^ Mention m fnniiientiy made Of the crore of lupem oo’|jmte!l 
ill amt there npinara to Ix' ait im|ireoii.uii tliat thi« money wax biought togethei 
at one OiDtral p'aei* aiul then 4|a«iu or iliottihuH^h TIdh tti not imi. The mmmy 
ooleiied by earh Piovinola* Vongkvm ronimittin* nan larire'y kept by it ami apetit 
in ita own pio%*{ne(» iwTonling to Ita TtiHHla. k pan of (t however wan Hetii aa tin* 
provincial tiuota to tlic All Imlia l*ongrf>x roiniiiitt«n\ 

Attditeil aoiviuiux td ilic Ti'ak saatH)ya Kami of th* eemtai offiee and <ltflnent 
prtmn<v*H t«i|s<*ther \iittt the All IihIia CoitgrexH I'onimitnv^a audiioiH* maiiection reptnla 
aic pn^imrcii annua"} and p mint lR*fon^ tlie AM Iiulia i\muuithH, Thm* aooountH 
and atatcimnith foi lintl ami IPthl ifteo* pubHahed iii book fotm ami widely diatrl- 
butcit amoiigftt menilii*ii> and rotigret-x t oinmitt<H‘»> and the prt^ Aimi’ar detai eif 
aorounti^ foi IhSS have a'Ho Ixvn pie|taied. They an» lnMiig priiiietl and a« hooii aa 
ihiy are remly tlw> ^ill U* Hidel> diHnliuteil. Aii> peniou mho im imereateil in 

110*00 iKvxmuia or d<‘Hii<*H ut refer to dftai^M ^llOu'd ihh tlwm* piinteil HtatementH in 
the ofllei* of all} Pro\iiicial i'oiign'M* (%inniiittiH*. Out objirt hen* In were y to give 
a niiigli idea of the (*ougi(**>a hiuimcM to the a\emict* |M*it>ou who m not wulUvertK^l 
ill unii(i*iMafuling Ija'amv alneth oi Imn not got the time oi me mat ion to atmiy tie 
ileUiileil aeeounta. 

The iiicofiK* oi thm t'ongn*i«a la ptim i]Milly den ml tiom the fom*atitia mem* 

iMMahip auliM*ript)oiii^ amt ftom ilonatioiiH lo the TilaW Meitioital H^aiiii}a Ktimh 
Mmlicniliip art* itHatiieil in the provinfH**^ anil are tnniaMv divuleil Uduetm the 
Proviiieial Committtv, the Uiatiiet i’ommntet* and tin* lcM*al Commit tn*. So pail oi 
Iheae fwh goi*H to the All India (‘omiiiiiiiv. 

The mam aouret ot itUM me in tlic latM Iuih Intii donation to tfie Tttak Mtvno* 
itai Hwamiya Fuml. TIiom* doiiati<«riM wen of two kimla 

(1) C^itcml tloiiatioiiH— ftuliaeiilii^i h} thmont withinit imlieating any a|M'rifi( 

oiijtvt on whieii the mom} wa^ to Im »*|khi. The rioitncial ('migtivw t'ornmittetn* 

hml tlie din*retum to H|ieml thia tiione} on any department of Cojigntta aetiiit}, 
t. g. geiietai projiagiiiula ami togniuhiitiioi, iiati<»iiai niueat on, klmdtlar, nmmvai til 
uutouehalnlit}, ete. 

(2) S|HH*itlr llianta— Th«*a( weie <*»t-mAiknl by don(*rM f*ii |iarticu*ar objeela 
Tilt* (*a^maikmi, in ttoim raw*a wn^ genfiai, a-*, lor inatamv, tin Khaihliit or Katioiia 
Kilucatfoii, and honietime it wh«« tor a 1111110 o'ar itihtitution, like a Vidyapitha oi ti 
Sat}otia< 8<eh<Ki’, In tin hdKi ea^* iht nmtie} often wimt tlireet !•» the fiartieulat 
itiHtitutioii, or WAM kcfA h} tiu bH»ii <*ongu*aa (*oimmttef*, who exer(*iw*«l only « 
Ki neral au|N*n laioii, 

• Tiie All Imlia 4 oogioM I'oiimiiiiei oiiota of the Ti'aU Hwaniiya KumI r«dh*e 
tionn wax miginall} fixed in Ui21 at V5 }N*r c*ta, 8iihaet)iientl,v in 11*22 ii wop* 
tcfiucoil to d |M*i eeiif. Tina «|u<»ta of 25 |iei rent 01 ft jici teiii, htiwevei, wa* 
on*y taken fiom the gt*iu*ia* eolUenoiiH mid not from (hc*ear«fnarke«I iteiiiM. Thua no 
twit of tlie Hjiecihe cat markeit giaiita eato* to the eeiitmt fiiml of the All Jmlia C'ofu 
mittcc. They were kept eniiieiy either h} tlie Proviiieial ComniltttH* or tlie him* 
<vminiittc<^ or, aa inentioncvl alii*\e, h} flic itiafiiunmi roneerneil UrtaPa aUmt tlieai 
t*l»reific* gmnta can lie aecn in the pio^inrial or Jncat aecoiinfa. The Ali 
4 ommittve con'd ony au|a*r\iH* «m elo^ek geiiem'iy hy meaiia of the auditor the 
ekpeiuliiure and acrountfng of ihew* fuinK A great patf of tlnw apreifte itenw ware 
utfliMiil fot capital cxiKmlnure, e. g. huihlmg for arkoo'a and eollegtv amt aho for 
ruiming cxpeiiMea of olucatimial lUHtftutiotn*, 

Thaa H will la* aoen that the All Irntta (Vmgreaa CVimmifiar hi eldirfly txMUWnmil 
with the general rollecthma 25 per cent of irhfrii in IVtl ami ft per oaM fatfaim 
•locntiy, oame into im ciiflera. The remaining 7ft per iwnt or 2ft per mm waa VMiUy 
divMeil np in varying pnifNirtMma fliteii by eftob Psrovineiai CtMigveia CnwiHlie 
hetmmaL iht DiMnct er kieal eommitti^p ami the rtmrinefai ronmittef* the mom* 



1 ; 

^ ftoaiiorii ii iiiun of rnpi^W oi^ 

|«il Ai^ oil* Oi^re one lAO ina 

oolli^il by «im^ of Wh Out of tli«ie ooltee^iuRK infm- sbitty^w 
M And were for tba g4m<»ml fond, And Ta|ieee wity Aenni 

web igdiwtnd for o^Kseiflc eAr-marboct item*. 

Spaefnl memion )tA« to lie nukle of the city <jf Bombay. Of tha ecO^ and* 
tblftimi iacM proinieoil In Ibni, Bombay's contribotion wne nenrty Oyfty eight likn 
•^««twenty one 1ac« being for the general fund and neveitteen iae« for tped^ ear« 
markeil itema. Out of them thirty eight iaci« actual coItectioiM in Bmnbay in lAltl 
ain^nted to thirty Ave ami a ha*f iac-}. In view of the large collecUonf in Bombay 
it wan decided to treat them not as pure’y provincia! oollectiona to be apent in 
Bombay onty but ah All India coMection«, to bi apeiit in aooofdanci with the 
recommeiuIatjotiM of the Alt Tiuiia Working Conmitiee and the Bombay Previucial 
(.longreaa Committee. TraatecH were appointeti to deal with the Bombay coUectiinw 
ami In the beginning of lAdi they had abitnt twenty lac/t with them out or the 
goneini oolleotiontt, bcddcH the ear-marked co'iectiona. 

The AU liulia Ooinfoittee received about thirteen lacs fro.n the Provincial Oommittces 
in 19ilt as their 25 p^r cent quota of the genen! oo lcctiotu. Nearly half of thi« 
amount lacs and nine th<msau4l rupses-^waH given by the AM India Chwmittce 
in the shape of grantH to ihr different province for various purposes, spin- 

ning and weaving: ruf)ct*s two lacs eighty eight thousanil ; famine and other relief; 
rupeeK ninety thousaiiit ; naiioua* (Mlncationl : rupees fifty thousand ; ashrams : rupees forty 
tbousatid ; dcpressejl c'aHS(?s ; rupees twenty sia thousand : Malator rcliei and a large nuinlier 
of uiiclAssifieii sums, rupees one lac fiftocn tlioUKaud. Thus at the end of 123 1 the All 
Iiulia Congriiss Committee had A Isi'ancc of about s’ven lacs left. The various Provincial 
<>ongn!Hs Committees a’so had Isi'ancos totalling up to about eight Iws at the end of 1921, 

It will thus Vs* seen that out of rupet^i four lacs ami thirty thousand collecteil for 
the general fund, twenty lacs were the savings of the BomlMiy rrovinoial Commit 
at the end of 1221, nVout eight lacs were held by the other Provincial Committees owl 
rupees seven lacs were hc!il by the AU Iwlia Congress Committee— a total saving tff 
about nipets thirty five Io<^h V»y the ciul of 1H21. The balance of twenty -nine and 
a quarter lac was spent a!! over India by the All India Committee as • well aa 
the difbirent provincial and local comniitMVfs in the course of the year in the varioua 
activities of tlie Congress. 

In the year 1233 ami 1223 the toml collections for the TiJak Swarajya Fund 
amounted to about twenty three lacs— of titis ruitees six and a half lacs were for tlie 
general fuml; rupees sixteen aiul a half lacs for oar-marked items. As we have 
mentionod above thv All-India Committees' quota out of the general fund was rcilooed 
toff per cent, in 1222. The All-lwlia Congress Committee thus only receivetl about 
rupees ninety eight thousand lis jts quota in these two years and the balance i^hiaiiiad 
with and spent by the provincial aiul local committees. The Trustees of the Tilak 
Bwara^ya Fund in Bombay mmie large grants ami loans amounting to rup^'es eight ami a 
half lacs for I%haddar work. They gave five lac^ to the AU-lndia Khmldar 
Board ami three laos to the Uujiat Provincial Congress ; Committee and Rs. 40,000 
lor kbadilar work in Hyderabad -Dn. They also car-mafked almost the entire amount 
in their pnasession for various ^ucational and other purposes. Tte All India Committee 
has also msJe a large grant of ru|Mies six lacs to the All In^Klmddat Board, and 
grants to provinocs ftir .various purposes aimmnting to rupees one tac ami a half and 
loans lUAOuniing to rupess fifty-five thouiand. 

Ai the entl of 1223 the ^ amount heUl by the All Imlia lk»ng«!«s Commit tee was 
nipfUA eighty thousand seven hundred and eighteen ; by the Bombay 

Trni^ m thi T^ Swaiaiya Fund was rnpees seven lacs anti eleven thousaml (hiit 
ali tAht is esA^ now); ami by the various Provine Al Congress Committees about 

rupees tpo InoA the All imlia Uhaddar Board held rupees four lacs thirty nine thousaml 
five-l^lied ax^ twenty elghC^^ 

The figwes “we have given' paiagfaph do not inplmk m 
due under Imms mlvanoed ete. Ik 82,000 hAve Veen Bavanowl by 

the AU ImtiA Congress Conauittes three l^mdal Couw^teei of the Uj^4sd 

Provinocs (Ba i^OOO), Hindumaai Oeniial Piovinoes (Ba B4,000) ^ Tamil Nadu 
fBa Iff, 000). llany othm m tim -fll OommiHee 


AUrliyipilt KKMH BOMUD ^ 

«l CongliMMi det^pMKNi lettt «t«» Th# AM inii* K'liIfU* HiiM Um 

adtUMMii omkleimb^^ «i«mi to vorloiM F^tMo* ool othv M/|goiitn«ioiH * 

for B;iMili|or woHc. A toto* Nino of mpyu \$^i ogUty five wm 

tidwmi tka»hy fhS» Boord hy itio ml of |!»IA tblA foiu \^u 

oftmorM to the Ooimt Pfotiorfai^ 4lo«o*u«o; oii« fao to tb« IMi»r 
OcMigfeiio Oomnnittoe: R«. i<^000 tn/fh to Aii*thm on I K*tr«i%«aV V^'ovmiia* Ooiu»vh^ 
t'Oflunitleeo i ami MuaMer «u*n< io S^m*a Rt, 15,0)0; ITlkt' lU 10,000; A'M'iii 

flA 10^000; and Siml 5,000. 

,Tftn» taiina llKUfe4 f*r ptto iltrr^ ydar^w^ biv^aia*a* ii^rty 

tupaea <nie homtrait and twenty 0v« for Ui<» Ttlak Avarajya Piinl. Out of Otm 
a little le«H than rap^^»« Meventy on«* lar^ were fo4 th^ geii^ra* fttu4 an I n**!adv 
lapeea fifty foar htfi fo* (N»r-m%rk«)il iivm-w (RTe ara ii»t tufladliu th^ mtk< 

vtcfivtul foiT C«»tijtfmi muab'iTHliip an I vartoa** mine* miren ti»oon>. Ah we )iav» 
Mated alme the OrngirntM membartibip ten arc entirely ii|)init m the wroriuoe or 
district where the membei letiHlcM). Them) nipiKw wvritty oin^ Iium wen* cniefiy MptHli: 
an fodowb .—over twenty eeven lius for khathlar ami over five and thrpe<lottrth lac 4 
t(»r eilueation ilxjth thve it<tn«« are In mhliiitm to the ear-marked ejipmditure umler 
iIm*w* hemlii). Uu)iee4 thirty two and tlinH‘-fottiih lais were njwiit ehlefly by the 
Provincial Oonyn^tw (Nmimdteefi ami their Knhoniinate eommitt(*e*« all on*r Imlta iit 

\anouH Coiign^wt aetiMtiew e. g. orgauniatioii, famine relief, HotnU, vo^unteerH, removal 
<*l untonchability, temiieranoe etc. The A*l Imtia 0<mv»iV'Mi Committee iwi'iveil abonr 
fountBcn lacf» in* aM an their niHita diirin)* the throi* yeari. Out of thm hix Iae4 weio 
xrant«l to t)ie KhmMar Hoard ami mod ol the Italaine of ei^dit tarn wan Itai’k 

to ilie variouH pioviiiceH m the flha|ie of (rrantH. 

The chief iieu«h of cxtwiuiiture during the lant thi*ee yeiirn have liern khaddat 
and national eilue^ition. The amouni eiml on kliaiMar work ih however lai'ge’y 
lepreaented by the docK^ ami (»ther a^^^ete heiil by the AD India Khaddar Koarii 
and the varioaH piovinclal eommitt<*f*«' national uinveiMitieM in (lujrat, flait4)tl 

Provixice», Panjabi Haharaditra, Behar etc. and the iiumerouH imtioiu* Mdimilu aM 

over the coontry imie eo]||ntmci) a large amount. I^rtinilaiii of or her gmurn a»o given 
in the publinlifd aeuouutM. 

We may roentmif that out of ru{K*eH fifty font Iik'h w)ni*h have gi\tMi fo.* 

**|)eeifie ear-raarke«l objects, rii|K*e*4 twenty two lao'^ me lovi^Hteil in mimovvahto 
protienien, tiud<, valiiab’e N(*eiirifiet« ete, ami the nieome oceruing fiom them w 
t>A the obpetr named. 

To tbo*c who arc jntei>»hteil m further detmii^ we would again re^'ommmd a uttidy 
ot theHU(l 4 )f«t aTatem»iit« puli’idusl by the AM India fougrern ro'nmiitee. 

Resolutions of the Alhlndia Khadi Board. 

The following I’caoluiiona wtne |MMaed by tho AlMncl«a Khadi 
Board at the meeting hold in Bomltay on tho Slat «l antiary and the 
let Febniai 7 1924*— 

OANDHI MONTH* 

1. The \lt-lmlia Kiuuli Bo^rd m tliuiikiu) ut Pioviileiice that Mahatmajl luH 
paMsi*<i iafely through hi« remmt tlaageroim iltneiii ami in orthT tliat liia furtlim iiervjm^M 
m Uie cauHe of frctiloin thus voucliaafori to the nation may h* fh'sroreil of um, the 
Hoani in acoordaiioi* with the reeoluiiou of the Working Tommittei* of the (VmgreM 
apprals fur a Hupreme effort ilnoughout tlr whole country to mtk«* every man ami 
woman ntaliae the duty of wearing Kliadi. 

The Board appeals to all Provincial Khatli organisat ions to put forth then atmost 
endeavour to achieve cht* ubjeet in a subetautial m *aiiure l/*fore tin* 18th March next. 

• arrsAL to cotton otriiTiVAToaa 

2. The Board appeals to cveiy grower of ooiuiit, to stock a sufflHent t|iianfit / 
of ooMiMi,at bioit for tlfuse of hie own family, ami roi|uccla every t'ongress f/'ornmlUe^ 
to* take vigorooa stepc before tlx* next oottun season Is over, to idoeate the enUi- 
vatofo in tbia nImi^ 

APrSAL TO CONCiniUlS MKMIlKta 

8. The Board deems it the duty of every rongmss Membiir to have a ekarkha work* 
ing in hki hoaae ami thereby set an efleerlve exam|defor ttie unhersaliaatloa ol charktMy 

KBADBAt POai^T 

A Bwuy Pruvinoe should endravoar to develop to the Mkat Pi4|ll5 Ma 



a* 

^ KlradilM ii tiir tti 

"^IMlIlle tlie piioYina: hteif ; ib) Spiip^Uy livwfmbbr 

jiiiiui #i;<^iil^ .w6tlE«it M> M to i»ttt>ply from their ftan^lut tl:^ 

Kliai^ , l^aiioia^ oiiere there otnnoi he tniliofeiit 

of |iii|i0et£^ or wlim the imluiftiy In nor yet fuHy derelo^l ; (o) In the 

t^niiiloiiiit ahtgOy before ooni^uiDptiob nml pinxlttctiou tdich their tttixiiiittm anti live 
iJOi| oO'ta'dimrix),, provincee thftll help each «»ther iu itupplyi&g the loquiiemems 
4>£ the population" ami relieving anrpiua proiluctioti. But ihia tliatribution of «t|]|iina 
pimiucriofi trom one Province to another ahall lie <Ione through tiie mpeetiva^ 
Ptovinciiil IChmli HonrdK and with rt?gard tfi tlar local neeilft and oondltioiia 

itKi'OTa ro« aanK 

A i^uiBcietU ntmilier of (ieiNitH or other nclling agencieii 'rbottld lie piovhierl 
at 'ruitahlc tseiiircH in all provinct^M, in order tliat ilie public may Obtain genuine 
Kliaftldar ut pro|KT pricett. 

ngOVJltCIAb OtOANiaATION 

(i. WhereaH it in desirable to put the kluidl work in the provinces on a more 
|»erttiuneitt amt satiafactory liabit», at tl.e Mime time giving the pioviiioes the fnllcsr 
frmlotn awl scope for ilcveNipmem, this Board reqattsts every IHovinoial Congross 
rmiimittee to m% up atui give full |siwers, of mlmlnistrarion to sepamte Khatli boards 
consisting of responsible and ca|:ialile inemlM^rs liohMug for at least thiw years, 

so as 111 ensure coiitiiuiity of work. 

CROVINCIAI. iCHAIlI HfiSVICK 

7. *riie Pioviiieia) Klicdi Board Hiitill oiganisi; and contiol an effective Issly of 
\vl oil •lime wotk«‘M devoting exclusive attention to KLmli work. 

Members ol tins service* should lie p'acc*d above want and lie guamntiHHl at ieasi 
two years’ employment, Hules as to the quallficatious, allowances and condiiions of 
the M*rvi<v shiill rnuii<*<l in each ptoviiice as early as possible and sent up to 
the All India Khadi Bc»aid for approval. • 

TMAlNINn OF VOfX*KTgKttS * 

fl, I’lovinchil Khaili Boaois shall piovide futilities lor giving suftlcient training 
in spinning and ennling to all (ongiess VoIunUH^is in the proviiuv so as to 
make i hem fully seiv ceable in the woik of Khaili oiganisation. ^ 

ALL 1NI1IA RUAlll HEMVlCK • 

P, An AlMiidia Klmdi Service shall lie oigfUiistMl in order to senire tin- service 
of competeni full-limi* woikeis (J) for helping iIh* provincts to organise their Klmdi 
wink oil a round l^asis, (2) for auditing and inspi*cimg the woik in tlu? provinces, 
tM) for pjovi’diiig faeilltiis for tt clinical instiuotioii. 

Tl.e hicietaiy of the Birntd is «nipow'ei<il to oiganisr the servioC', framing rules 
as to qiialdieat oi.s, allowunet s, tinuie of set vice etc., and iicruit men aecotdingly. 

bOAKs 

IB. hoans will Ik* granted from the All India Khaddar Boaid to Piovincial 
Kltaddar Boards to sucii exieiit as funds ttmy (X!*imit, providitl sufficient. M*eurify by 
way of lien on stocks and assurance of an efficient utiliBation of the bams lent ore 
olitaimvl, and piovided also the funds lent are lulequrvtely supplemented by money 
. locally ifiimd. Bvery indivit.'uol application shall be dispositl of on these gtrncml 
lines and auch other conditions may lie impo«?il as the s|icctal circomstanccs of the 
ease may lutieasitate. 

APPKAb Fon KUKtia 

If. The Board npixals to all peiions intensted in the political aifil economic 
etniumlpali^ of the country generously to contribute funds for Kha<U work. Tbetst 
cohtributi<ma may be car-marla'd for Ivhmli work In any partioolar am or otherw'iso 
tm the donom may ohooac, not inconsistent with the aims of the Coitgrcss. ' 

Applioations tor loan from Tamil Kaiiu and AwUdh were ako dfspooed cif^ Tamil 
Kiulu has ticon granted a loan of rupees one lakh for one year awl the Beoretmy 
has tiecn tmpowerext to adwm up to this amount obtaining lien over stocks to, the 
value of the amounls iulvmioed« Amihfa has been sanctioned a further loan of 
ntfieis ninety tiousawl lor one year to ; be ditbnrsctl after otdalning aeomuy doou* 
moms, runjab Kbadi Board’s appitcation will be cotisklered alter the Board's tour 
tinring FebruRTy in the Brovinoe. * 



Th^ Botsad Satyagraha 

A uilique triuDipb of Fatyagraha as advocated by Mahatma Gaudlii 
was observed in the Bomad Talok of the Kaira Diatriot, Bombay, in 
January hat. It took the form of a No^Tax campaign started against 
aoroe Omiist and oppreeaive Government measures in the said Taluk 
to i^ise a punitive police-tax not for any default of the viHagera but 
lor their alleged non-co-operation with the police who failed to capture 
aome notorious dacoits. But what the police failed to achieve with the 
dacoits was more than made up by their oppression on iiiiiooent villa- 
gers. The facts are as follows. — 

Closely following two articles in the “Times of India'* by its special 
oorrespondeiit at Atiand, who happened to lie a high Eurot»ean official, 
a Government resolution vras published on ()cti>l»er 9, 1923 as 

follows. — 

“The Government of Boinliay have come to the conclusion that the 

cot:duct of the inhabitants of all the villages in Borsad taluka and of 

those villages in the Atiand taluka which lie towards the wc«»t of the 
main line of the Bombay .and Ikinxia and Central India Kail way of the 
Kaira IMstnct roiKlers it expedient to employ additional police in the 
«iid villages for a i>ctkKl cf one year.” 

Acconlifigly Cfovernnioiit directed the employment of the additional 
IMilice and the clerical staff to the ciail of Hs. 2,40.074. The notiHou' 
tioii further stated that the cost of such additional )K>)it*e and clerical 
staff shall Vic defrayed wholly by a nde (issessed on the adult inhabi- 
tants of nil the oominunitics of the villages of Bomul taluka and some 
vilbiges of Anand taluka with the exception of Oovcrnincrit offtcet>«. 

missionaries and some village servants. 

BOR8AI> is a taluka of the Kaim Ihstrict with a {K)ptilatioM of 
1 .44.04 6 of whom more than half arc Dharatas who havi^ been des«)riliC(r 
as a “ criminal Koli tribe and the chief cause of the present trtnihle." 
The Dhatalas in all nuinl>cr al>out 3 lakhs in Kaira District. 

Attempts wore made to reform them by ineaim of a reckless application 
of the Criminal Tribes Act and the notorious sections of the Critnitial 
Frpoedure Code. But the Dharaliis. naturally reluctant to remain under 
the constant vigilanc<* of the Police, preferred a life of oimmi oullawiy' 
to suspected criminality with the result that they gave rise to a nuinlter 
of ferocious and wild frop-lKK>ters. 

The iqpst notorious amongst these outlaws was one Balsir Dova who 
had been spreading teiTor and oppression in the (lintriid for years. 

The Poliee failed to espture him and complained to the Government 
thial' the people were secretly hcljiing Batwir. The result was the 

aliove resolutioti. The statement published by the IH rector of Inform- 
ation of Bombay related to a ma.jority of cas<*>s of murder of UUM 

p^iple who were police informers about the movements of Bhbaf. Thr 
village people, as a matter of fact, were the worst victims in ^ the 
Bahar nithlessly murdered those who informed polieq about hit 
aliouts. Bis veiigeatice on his informants and bis hatr^ of the poliee was 
4a 
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HO intense that he did not simre even his nearest relatives. He 

murdered his uncle whom he suspected of having given information 
against him ; the way in which he crucified an unfortunate informant by 
nailing him to a tree, nimdcrcd ‘'a Mahomedan who had given evidence 
against dscoits**, w'as horrible in the extreme. But these very acts were 
meant to strike a wholewilc terror which naturally deterred people from 
showing any enthusiasm for helping the i>olice. And for this ^ult the 
whole taluk was iKJiialised with the im{)Osition of a punitive potise force; 

The Police Tax amounted to Rs. 2‘7-0 per head of every adult in 
the taluka including woruoii, the old and the iiiHrm. In several cases 
even those whose soars from the bolalsmring of the decoits wore fresh 
arid those whose property was looted were not omitted from the pay* 

meiit list. Families who lived from hand to mouth had to pay from Rs. 10 
to Rs. I & in the total, while it was the injustice of the imirost that roused the 
righteous indignation of the [reople. A resolution wris passed at the Boraad 
Taluka Conforenee which was presided over by Mr. Vallabhbhai F^atel 
advising the people to refrain from paying the tax. The Satyagrah 
compaigii was immediately iiianguratod in the first week of December 
with Ml*. Gopaldtis Desait the ex^ruler as l>h{u>a> as the President 
fif the Committee. Volunteers were posted in almost all the villages of 
the taluka who kept on asking the people not to pay the tax besides 
<jarryiiig out all the items of Congress coiistnictive work. How marvellous wris 
the effect of their propaganda can be imagined from the fact that 

the Dharalas soon after passed i*esolution8 ami ai^ially gave u|:r dnnk, 

thieving and took a vow to put on Khmli. The salc^f Khadi mounted 
up, Tnc c<»mimiiml paiichayats are again set up and vested with irowers 
of urbitratioii. 'lire machinery of the (Wornment was not slow in moving. 
The taluka officers with the aid of the hardy Punitive Police proceeded wi^ 
the work of collecting money. But no money was collected. Out of Rs. 
2i40,000 a sum of Rs. 900 was voluniniily paid up. The Gdvernmont 
ofliooiH set on foot the work of attachment and prrurtiees resorted to in 
this connection can hardly be called creditable to a civiliz'd Government. 
Villages wore invaded by the Police in the early morning under the dii*ec“ 
tioii of a mamlatdar or a sulrlnsirector and each of them was instructed to 
sit tight on the threshold of a house just, wdieii the door ofiened. How 
demoralised and iiieffioieiit was the Police of was illustrated by 

Mr. Vallabhbhai on many a platform in Iforsad and in Bombay by levelling 
grave charges at the Police Officers to which the Government could find 
no fitting reply. The Police oven pitrvided aims and amnmiiitioii to 
another Dacoit, a nnirdercr Aliya, on condition that^ Aliya should effect the 
* ari*est of Babar-^furiiuhitig a murderer with anus and sett^'ug him up 
against another murderer ! The lower ranks of , the Police were so coriui^t 
that there were amongst them certain men who were actually the tools 
of Balihr and told him the names of those wlio informed the* Police of 
their whorc*abouts. The (Toverumont, instead of overhauling the Police 
force of the Taluka or taking immediate action against them thought 
& to penalise a whole people and impugned their character. 

The Borsad 8atyagr*aha was iiiauguiated by the Gujarat Provincial 
Congress Committee on the Ist of December last 1>y the following 
resolul^n 

This Committee after considering the report submitted by the Sub- 
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Committee to inquire into the punitive iiolico and the tax of 
Rs* 2 , 40*074 imposed on the inhahitaiite residing in 84 >illage8 of the 
Boread Taluka and 14 villages of the Auand Talukn, and after f\ir- 
ther hearing the sub-comniittec on the situation which has arisen in 
the Talukas in oonse^iuence of the im|K)st* resolves that the ini\K)8t is 
entirely unjust and oppressive. Inasmuch ins the Ooverr.inont, which has 
failed in its function to protect the people fnnn the oppressions of 

the daeo^, has wiongly Jispersed the olwnicter of the innocent people 

and shifted its guilt on them. The Committee, thci*ofore, advises the 
people in these vilhiges to ivsist this injustice by refusing to pay the 
iniimt and by peacefully putting up with all the suffering consequent 
on the refusal/’ 

The rcproseiitatives of each and every comniiiMity of people of the 
said villages in ii oonfcrciice assembled on the next day welcomeif the 
ivsolutiiui. The local officers in their turn immediately started on 
making recoveries l»y all sorts of measures, and all the revenue and 
the police oflficens wore oolcrtnl to leave their onlinary work and to 
Inisy themselves entirely with recovc!^ work. The punitive tH)lice waa 
iJso brought into aid. The limit *of the law was transgressed, and 
considerable haishncss was rcsi)i*ted to in attachment procee<liiigs. Valu- 
able articles ueic attiudied for recovering trifling amounts. Even milch 

cattle vrore not .spared. Notices to confisi^ate land >vore Lssned. My a 
sheer abuse of authority several iKsoplc \vei*e rushed into jail on false 

complaints or tnunjH^ry charges. To tight this oppression, tlio Satya- 

graha camp C8tablishc<l stations in various tillages, and ]K>Hted voltiti** 
teers there to help the |K>ople in iioirvioleiit .suffering. The suffering 
came in at art unexpectwl moment. Every village resolviH) not to jiay 
the tax, aiul eatdi vied with the other in frustrating the eff<»rta of 

officers. MalndaijH advised shop keepers to close their shotm, and 

they implicitly oV)eyed. keeping their shops closed by day and <loiiig 

their business by night. The pcK>r i»rartically loft their homes, aial 
with their e^vltle repaired to the fields. All forced laljour was refused, 
the heaflniQii and the ravanim and even some men of the piiiiitivo 

)K>lice <liso]>cycfl orders t<i carry to I’olice stations the aiijclos attiichod. 
Some ^of the headmen resigiuHl their jK)sts. 'i'hc women l»eat even 

the men in llieir enlliusijism : they buried their metal |K)tH and {miiis, 
and began using earthen vessels; they fasted by <lay and cooked and 

fed and drew water by night. As a result, a months labour on the 

pait of the attiudiment ofTn'ois failed to recover even the cost nf the 

ie(‘ovei7 pris'cediiigs. No one turiie<l \ip Ui liid for aitieles pul up to 
auction. 

The Vou\stkbr8. 

The, real work of oi'ganising tho no-tax <^)!n|»aign w'as done by^’ 
volunteers. It was able to attract a host of CflueabHi young men front > 

all paits of (^O^rnt to severe in the villages, among them a batch of , 

ftudcntg from the (nyarat Vidyapith. Most of those volunteers were tried ' 
men and a large pro|>ortioii of them har! hail jail experience dumig^ 
the Flag 8atyagrab .stnigglc at Nagpur. Every volunteer •igncitw''# 
pledge, which harl to )>o endorsed by the President of the Coi||iiiiitNM» ^ 
Ob follows : — ^ 

I am w'illirig to work as a volunteer of the Bormid 
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Comiiiittoe* In prMrce of Qod I take a vow that; I shall ahSde by 
this folkwips eonditiotis ^ • 

(1) I will put on only handspuii and handwoven clothes* 

(2) As long as I work as a volunteer I will i^main non-violent 
in #ord iu)d de^ and will try to be so even in thought. 

(5) As a Hindu I will try to abolish the stain of untouohalpHty 
and will servo the untouchables to the best of iny abilities. 

(4) I will obey the resolutions of the Satyagraha Cominittee fttid 
those emanating from my superiors. 

(6) I undertake to do all work that will be assigned to mo by 
the Satyiigraha Committee ai d will I e piepaied to meet all the diffi- 
culties su^ as jail life, heating and loss of life or property without 
getting angiy or violent. 

(6) It shall be my ceaseless endeavour to strengthen the oonr 
munal bonds between the Hindus, Mnssalinans, Christians, Parsees and 
others. 

(7) I will not ask for any help lor myself or my family in case I am 
sentenced to imprisonment.’* 

More than 75 volunteers signed the pledge. They carried to 

villages the message of khadi ar.d non-violence together with that of 
norrpfiyment of iwlico tax. The whole taluka was divided into several 
centres which were put in charge of responsible workers from which 

the Head OflBe^ at Borsad received repoits every evening, b’lom the 
central office at lioisad to the small hut in the remotest part of the 
taluka where a volunteer may have taken up his aboder the whole work 
was conducted with utmost efficiency. The cential office issued two 

bulletins every day which kept the volunteers all over the talukii 

informed of happenings and of the instructions from the leaders^ One 
of the three leaders, Mr. Paiidya <»r Mr. Vallabhbhai or the Darha^- 8aheb, 
Wfis ever ready to go off to aiiy place where the jMJoplc were repoited to ho 
weak or likely to yield. 

The following letter addressed hy Sj. Gopaldas Desai to the out- 
laws of Borsad reminds one of the famous letter addrossed hy Mahatnm 
Oandhi “To the Hooligans of Ik^mhay” in 1922 (i^ee /, H. 1922), 
and speaks volumes of the methods of Satyagiuhists ; — ^ 

TO THU oUTLvIlVS:^ 

VI venture to write this ])ainpbl6t to send my message to the brave 
gallant gang of Ikiliar Deva and otheiw. 

‘Kvoiyone in India has known now that you are the outlaws. Gt)verir 
mont have rciiiforoed the i)olico to capture you. In se^ireh of you the 
jpplke with guns in tlieir hands weiit here ar.d thero hut to no purpose. 

" At IsBl when they co\dd do nothing the Govenunent to hide their defeict 
af)oid^ to exact this punitive police tax from the adult population of 
the Villages of these t^ukas. This punitive i)olico was kept in villages 
to capture you and your ^iig but now they arc engaged in the work of 
exacting this tax by Mafti' ai\d other means. 

It is a fact that you are outlaws hut I don’t think that you have 
ivtatty understood the duties of an outjawr. Mahatma Gandhiji is the only 
brave outlaw. I, too, giving up a few villages of mine, have become an 
wtUw. There are many otheiw who have become outlaws, llieee are 



H i$ our %b be luMmmbb to t^Atm 

fiio ^ sttt^^ arieiilg^^ b^ of tk Govern^ 

^ oor becoming ootlawt the Im been eootuaed ajid 

the f^eoj^e Imve Iteoane ghd« Bot if our brot^ ere troabled by taa 
Giiri wffl not forgive ue. Yoa have strength, yon have bolduess, you are 
generouA. You are reac^ to meet death at any moment. Aeeording to 
y<mr views you don’t trouble anybody without any reason, but really 
ton are mis-uaitig all your virtues. Had you been foitmiite to scns 
M ahatpajI, ho would not have allowed you to waste your eneiw and 
brgvd^ in such a way, but would have shown you a straight and 
would have made you good. About a hundred years ago there was a 
famous outlaw named Jolian Yadtala. Ho. too, was a thief, a highway 
man ai:d a cruel nuiiderori but by the Gtaoe of Qod he came^ In 
contact with Swami iSab^iianandji. From that date he gava» up that dirty 
work. He liecame a tiue follower of his guru and at last got salva- ^\ 
lion. You, too, if you give up this dirty work and be true l^lowers of 
Mahatmaji, can get salvatiou. Oliserve ^'ahimsa ' and God will welcome you. 

‘You distnbuto sweet-meats to the schooMioys, you give money for 
digging wells and you 8i)end your money after many other good deeds. 
But theiu is one defect. The use of money is no doubt good but the 
meat's of getting it are Vsid. You cannot steal for the sake of charity. 

If you w^ant to do charity, have faith in God. He will give you money. 
Money obtained by evil iucaiis and spent in so-called charity eaimnt 
reap good fniits. • 

'It is true that you have to l>e an outlaw for some trilling matter 
and it is also true that you liuve done it unconsciously. But done it 
is done. It cannot l>e undone. I don’t find fault with you for 
man is liable to err. But for that very mistake if you gt) on doing 
this wo^ of an outlaw it is nothing else but swinimiog in the river 
of sill. You can’t wash off your sins thereby, but will multiply Aem. 
People have liecome very unhappy by your troubles. They can’t sleep 
soundly ami to mid fuel to fire, Government have determind to exact 
the punitive i>olico tax of two lacs atKi a half to hide their unfitnesa 
ai.d defect. Will your hearts not feel for these sufferings of the people I 

' llherefore, I beseaoh you to Irnik to the tight fiath. You give up 
this work of sin, this work of an outlaw and be an honourable mam In 
doinj,^ this work you don’t get sleep, you have not your own place to 

take your food, you have no house to sleep and sit. We too, really, 

led for your pitiable condition. 

‘We have established Satyiigraha Camp in Borsad and are en 
Gouraging the people to withstand this ‘suhim’ of the Government 1 
don’t kmw whether you would like my advice or not, but in writing 
this pamphlet I have given vent to the feelings resulting frmn the 
atifferitigs of the people. Beaii or get *it read when you are sober. 
Mahatma Qaudhiit Iiefore he went to jail has asked us to win you 
over and to adv^ you not to harraas any roan eitfier of the Govern- 
snent or of the people. The man whom the whole world worshtni haa 
told us not to think evil of any man even if he tie gntky. I ai^ 

you to give up your work and remaiti quiet and allow us to do l|iw 

work of Swandyo^ Come to our place if you want to see uik We 
ahall tiy to find out some mid-way. Tbere is no oilier way 



iK^ % intontfon to hand^ 
lolw with you ; wo 

. i^Totinmiit. You have faifii in us. Do^ h^iMb 

■ w you do» t want to soe us you are at lil^riy 

' ^ country* There are many Ing mcamtakia 

you theiW you wilt meet some holy smnts. If you will take ^ 
ad^^ end follow it, you will be able to get salvation. 

' We know that even if you give up this work, go home live 
tiiere iiuietly this 'Governmcfit won’t allow you to do that. We also 
know that if yott will feel for the sins you have committed, God will 
forgive you, but this Government will never do it. We also know that 
even If we ask this Government to forgive you it will not do it. Still, 

. however, we ask you to give it up. Stop it at once. May make 

you understand the right (latli. ^ve yourselves from this sin and may 
people thereby shower their blessings \\\yo\\ you.” 

To Thr Govrrnhkkt 

And the fullowing letter was sent to the Goveimmont of Bombay :— 

It s Isdy of noble birih seoldontslly devtstes from the path o( motailly, she Is ievsrely 
takwH to task by her own people and society inst< ad of being pardoned. What step sbe 
would then take ? Boe ih compelled under olrcnmstancee to rnn away Irom her own people 
and forced to lead the life of a profeesionid fallen woman. Hnmanlty Is apt to err. It 
%fC do not pardon a human belug ut a gmlt, whleb we onrselree wonld be comSsUtlng 
dally, think of the misory of the poor soul who bears th<f stamp of gnlit and Is not 
treated by ns teodeily. Tbe posltioa is clear from the caie lUnsIrated above, fbe 
officers, of the OofcrnoieBt * and the people also commit some mistakes every now and 
then. Bhai Baber and bis gang might have committed some laeb taeit in tbe begiuiiog, 
perhaps unoonsolonily, and owing to icasoBi circBmstaDolal. The Ooverasseat 
Mither haodled tho sitBatton tenderly, nor tried to Imrove them, with tbe Jesnlt that 
tO'day yoQV Qovernment is In n Sx. And in ooDseqnenoes we people bave^co nndergo 
so much of Sttflerfog. 

The whole of tbe Patanwadeia community ie a criminal tribe in your opinion and 
groB mean to treat it as snofa. Had your Qoveinnsent trisB to edneate wid Improve 
Ik in right farnsst, the brave cornmnnity wonld have been qnite difierent frsm what 
il% iow« Bat yon have no faith In Abimsa (bod* violeaov). Yun take stepc that tend to 
Simla. Instead of ednoating those people. If we damn them ae eriminal by BBmtktog their 
pssesnoe twlee a day and it we call them knaves and thieves evmy now andk then, it 
Is bat natural that even honest people being tbns humiliated m lUo and bearing the 
otamp ol guilt might tnin into rouges. £vea an honest man wonld heoome n thief. 
Yonr Qoverament have oreattd the eriminal atmosphoie amongst them owing to tbe 
nMtrking of their pretence twice a day and tbne yon have rendesed the Pnianwadsae 
intobrntea Theefleet of yonr vindtelive stepe wonld nalninlly rcael upon them in 
oit^ n manner as Vo make them devoid of the oomsson vtrtnaiof manlUpcit i>aya and 
May a ** (klodfwm and afbetion). Bpl are men ami as sneh they have hearts. 
Tho vsf j report of yoors staling that the baadUtf ' distrilmte sweetmeats amongst 
phiklma. oaoM wells to bv dug, and apt Baptbao pmletmcd, is an open eoaftssion on 
yont ildo that those poeplo have yet a ogiaik of mUilOn bBrning in theft heasta If 
yon take advantaos of the charMbli disposition people yon apd tm aH wiit ^ 

U kiioitdl- with th| «sod xocnli. Bat if yon .obma aot to do S 0 | we kavo the maitav 
ta yaniMlfii tp too lor i|. |l mpy nwan fjkr tnin, Feoplo sof^iod yon with 
inUmmT mi imt thote Hm YwrOott.^ fee iho^ Yon 

oMd kit ptatool the Mpknahla Yon dhli iilbing. That yon aoald not : nneatih 
the otlmtnaliliio id tho ImarfSIi tiom loeolved, is a thnH of yonnu 

Youf Oovomamnt have pnidod thepBoliwi to make m of poc^^o od-opothMon. 
'When the salt Tan was 4d«bM and iM# bo levied yon caiodbA lililelot pe^** 
otpoptrationi yon did hot mind ibnir hipt, yen levied it wiUi yenr levof, no yen 
tbU yon MO mode id «* %avd Bboa^l^PP wbon yoni Fplico psovo ibemiolino naBt 



^ wlMk tiilii^ gtltiiM. 

mtaid Wpliii tbcl oiLlliivi, Ttttt iMift ibti umi^ 

Aim tetpta mid teft tiMm m wib mi ftwifttijr datng^t Ami 

«mlif i«eb oondiHoni ivhmi Ifai peopto ptom to oa*o|wmvi«« «)tb 

>b« aiiiail tbe tmodiUi poa bapam « iaa «f tapam t«a Lam and a bait on lb« paaplt 
aod apll llm lo be Ibe 

la epiie of Ihem da poa meaa leeMpetate wllh atf Tee, «« are feMp te m* 
dpetalt wftb pmi« biilbat aaa be pmaibla aader eae eoadtUoa, Abiiaea It ear eteed 
aad ire are Teadjr io ee^rale aeeerdiailp. If jea eiiaa to bi tall of Hieiia we 
ean aetet eo-opmale. Vt% am •afe»*ahloiia will mAd mattere tbe brat. 

If 70 U deelie at to eeeperata irilb pea aader oar ereed M dbliaea Iboie are oai 
ooaditloae : 

<l) Drolaie a free pardoa let all tbe baaditti of tea peat^e itaadiag (a tbe 0lairlel 
aad let tbe free pardon doenmeat ba efrenlated tbroagboat tbe loagtb and broadtti 
of tbe Dietriet. 

(2) Call back poor Paaitite Police aad withdraw tbe paaitlfo ftoe letied over tbe 
people wlthoat farther delap. 

(3) Proalae tboio of the baaditti that aeeaa to Uve ei peaoefal eitteiae agala* 
that Ibep woald aot be paaiebed for their erloie aad give then eooie work for tbetr 
maiattaaaoa 

Ltave oil aoarlibiag poo? idle laacp of ereatiag a eeparate eoloap for the Pataawadlae 
aad the other eo railed ertmioal tribal aad renoviag them there and aianage to give 
them areaeoaable and proper edaeatioo aad aioald them at peaoefal mea. We wdl 
oo*operate with poa ia all that if poa follow oar creed of Ahlnia, If poa haveao 
faith la what we tap eatrait the dotlii of labdaiBg the banditti ta oar handt. We are 
vaii aad we promlie that i^i the ootlawi wdt b^ootia peaotfol oitiiAt within the eml 
of a pear aad the oaoe hippy Dietriot of Kaira wdl agaia biat the griodoar of the 
Oaidea el ear Lord. * 

OopiLDia dMaiiDia Daoti. 

The End of the Satyagraha 

Fof^ the whole of Doceinbor tho oppression of the polio© and the 
Attachment ofiiceia went on unabated, ft was fortunatOf however» that 
the Bomliap police did not follow tho ghoulish conduct of their Assam 
coiifreroi at Uharimnair l ist year where they were alleged to have rapid* 
raviehedi mangled and beat to death many vilhtge woddii. A*y a result 
of a month's labour on tho iiart of the atta?hm')nt officeiai ©van the 
cost of recovery proceedings was not raisi^I. No one turned up to bid 
for articles put to action.' 

At last the new Governor deinit^ed the Home Member* Hir 
Maurice Heyward* to make enquires on the spot The latter visited Bomad 
on January 3rd* and met several leading men of the Tduka in a oonferenco. 
They told him their tale of woe with firmness and with courage. Tho 
Home Mem^r stopped all attachment proceeding and iotitriie<l to 
Bombay having promised to place the result of bis irxiuiry before 
Goveroment As a result the Government issued a Press Note bn the 
7tli widldrawing the Punitive Tax. It,said:«-> 

. '^Rls >keeUem^ the Governor has made speoial etiquiries through the 
Membariu'Charim of the Home Depatimetit* who has at His KxceNeiieya 
regi|eit dpring the past few daps peraonailp visited the Kaim Distr^; 
if^ the necessity of niaiiitattiing the extra polioe force at the nnwifie 
peo^e of tlie Bortad Tahika. 

Hw Excetlencp Imi considered the results of thpse 
Md liM come to the eondanon it u fteoepaty 



iM^etod ^ % imbiitiiiiUM {^ forc« over Md ibovo tijio 
%ei^ the pratedioA el the peofA# «iui for or^^ 

fumeir opeiMipiii for tbe sppprmiDg and huetii^ down oi Att pjiilfews. 
M bM de^fidod that a oa^e baa M for 

tenitMng the cclleetioti of the eatia charga at pment involved. 

**lhe Governor in Council baa tberrfore reaolved that the :ooat of 
ihe extra police which have already been drafted iot shaP be net 
during the current y^r from general revenues and that the legidative 
GouDcil s^ll be asked to , vote funds for the continuance of operatiOu 
during the next fiixinoial year. Ihe Governor in Council believes tto 
the people of Borsad who have already experienced that benefit of security 
ns, the result of the. presence of the extra police force will respond to 
this policy of liberality by cordial assistance aid co-operation in the 
further oirerations necessary for suppressing the violent crime from whiob 
their Taluka has so long suffered.'' 

This was at oi.co followed by .a ready response from the p^ple. 
The b'atyagiaba was raised. As said Messrs. Patel and Desaif the 
oiigh’fttot^ of the inovetnenti in a prc^s-notc : — 

"‘The Borsad Batyagraba row comes to a close. Truth and Noir 
vtolei.t suffering have triumphed once more. It is a matter of relief 

that the quickness of the triumph is in coitsonaiiee with the justice of 

our cause. It is a unique triumph in as much as it is a triumph for 
both parties. Goveriimeiit have admitted their mistake with courage and 
candour. In doing so, they have abandoned ihe tiaditioual way of stick* 
ing to prestige, ai;d absolved themselves from the criine of oondemtiiiig 
an Innocent population unheard and of oppressing them. In thus em- 
bracing tiuthi they too have triumphed. We should be failing in our 
duty if we did not congratulate most heartily the new Govenior, Sir 
I^'slie Wilson, on the great moral courage he has shown. « 

“ Our triumph does not consist in our having secured from Govern- 
ment the remittance of the tax and in their restoration to us of the 
articles attached, nor even in their decision to meet the cost out of the 

general revenue. We have irdeed triumphed, in that the Government has 

withdrawn the charge a^iust us. But we shall have truly triiynfdied 
only when we have realised the magnitude of the triumph and are able 
to contain it. Government always hesitates to admit its inistakea It 
believes that the State would be ieopaidised by even a legitimate sur 
render to people fighting an injustice with pore weapona This is the 
first time that a Government him not hesitated openly to admit ita 
mhtake and repair it, and in yielduig to the just demands of the people 
has rgeognised that a movement of peaceful non-payment of taxes is 
constitniionab We feel that rather than give any verbal^ asaumnoe we 
i^ottld prefer to demonstrate by future conduct that this goodnem of 
^ abueed. It depends on the local officana no lem 
th^ on the, people, to preserve inlact the giace and digni)^ with which 
this strui^e J^a been concluded. It was natural that higb'handediieaa 
in attachment pKoceodings should have embittered both the patties. -Some 
headmen had to send in ^ir resignatioiis and there was ev^ent 
damage to p|iMP^ have been wtoni^y 

jagaiust. anA jj|^ty will oloee the chapter with gdod*wiII, 

jutd l>ehave ^ a apm^ 



ahatma Gandhi's R 

The central figure in Indian politics is Mahatma Gandhi. 
.Bitdden illness and his equally sudden release came providentially at a 
time when the political atmosphere was charged with forces of such high 
potency that while every body feared. iiohcKly could foresee the treiwl 
of events. His release suddenly spelled a new orientation. It came as a Gwl' 
send. Nobody exi»ected it, noboily boiied for it, the Government never 
meant it, the Euroi^caiis and the Moderates feated it as nothing else, 
but still it came, by one of those niockitig ironies of fate which shatter 
the calculations of men and turn things into channels unknown liefore. 

On January 13tli the Director of Informations. Rondtay. startled 
the world with the news that Mahatma Gandhi had l»een removed from 
Ycrowda Jail to the SaswKui lloHfiital. I'uoiia. for an o|s>ration for ap“ 
p. iidicitis. 'Jhe news came as a great shock, ffir people in general 
bad no idea that th‘» ‘ Prisoner of Yemw<la", whom Sir George Lloyd 
ai;d his Govt, wanted to “bury alive**, was in a serious state of health. 
The Mahatma’s own tieotde knew nothing about his illness. Nearly two 
months ago Mr. Valluhhbhni I’at-i*! had written to the Chief Secretary 
to the Government asking for a statcnient of the Mahatma’s health but 
he got no reply. Soiifo days ago the .Subainudi people heaid that Mahatiiii^ji 
was regularly hafing fevci. ai.d that he w'as complaining of acute pain in 
the aUlomcn. On «lanuat> 10th. therehms Mr. ItnmdaH Gandhi w ired 
to the Su|>eriiitendcnt, Ycrowda Jail, iiiquiiing aUmt the Mahatma’s eondi' 
tion. Jhe Superintendent wiled in reply ; “Your father has slight fever ; m* 
csuise fos alarm.” Next day came atKither telegram fiom him : “ Vour 

hither has Viecn transferred t<» Sass<Km Hospital. f*oona, to-day.” There 
Wiis alv^olutely no refei-cnee t<» the cause of the sudden ‘transfer’. 
Next day came the stunning news of the serious operation. A wave 
of excitement spreiul throughout the (Hmntry but nothing more was 
iichsafcd by the authoiities as reganls the luiture of the ailment of the 
Mahathn. The Kt. Hoii. Mr. Srinivasa .Sistri, however, issued a statement 
to the Press on the 13th ns f|iiotcd Yadow. — 

THK KT. HUN. MK. HASTKl’.«l STATRMRNT 

” I W'as called suddei Ij in the Sassoon HospiUil last night to see 
Mahatma Gandhi. In view of the profound interest that the matter will 
have for the publh* I vei.ture to make the following statement: 

“Dr. V. B. Gokhalc niine to me about 8-4 h p. m. and tohl me that 
the Yerpwda authontics hail removed Mr. (lundhi to the SiisscKin 
Hospital where Dr. (iokhale wa.s in charge. Mr. Gandhi Wii.s about to 
l*e oiMMated on for up|iet (lit itis. As the nise was serious the pitient 
had l*cen asked whether he would like any doctor fiiei.ds of his to 
be sent for. He ha<l iiiei, tinned Doft<»i Dalai of Ikjmbay alii Jloctor 
Jivraj Metha who was in ikiroda. flotli had lsM*n wircfl to ami 
attempts had lieen made lu.t in vain to get at iJoctor I>alal by means 
if the telephone. Meanwhile, in view of the pat4etft'li tetniicrature and 
pulse it hail Iktii dec ifled to i*erf(Mni the operatinr) inmtadfately ard he 
Was fiskod whether he w<*i Id like to have ffici;ds bitmght tii see 
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him. He mentioned me» Doctor Phatak of the iiotroo-operaMon part^ 
and Mr. N. C. Kelkar. Doctdr Gokhale and I started at once and took 
Doctor Phi^k on the way, Mr. Kelkar being away at Satara. 

“On my entering the rooro, we greeted each other and I inquired 
how he felt as to the operation. Ho answered firmly that the doctors 
had come to a definite conclusion and he was content to abide by it> 
and ill reply to further inquiry he said that he had full confidenoe 
ill the medical men about him and they had been very kind and very 
careful. Should there arise any public agitation, be add^, it should he. 
made kiiown that he had no complaint whatever to make against the 
authorities and that so far as the care of his lx>dy went, their treat' 
meiit left nothing to bo desired. 

''I enquired if Mrs. Gandhi had >>oen informed of^his condition. He 
said that she did not know the latest developments but she knew that 
for some time he had not Vieon well and he expected to hear from her. 
He then made enquiries al>out my wife and my colleagues in the Ser- 
vants of India Society viz., Messrs. Dovadhar, Joshi, Patwardhan and 
Kunzni and asked if my frcipient journeys out of India had benefitted 
my health. 

“Doctor Phatak then read a draft statement to bo signed by Mr. 
Gandhi conveying his consent to the operation. After hearing it once 
Mr. Gandhi put on his spectiiclcH and road it himself. He then said 
he would like the wording f.o be changed and a^ked Col. Maddotk 
who was in the room what ho thought. The (b>lonel ^takl Mr. Gandhi 
knew liest how to put it in appropriate language and his own sugges- 
tion would not bo of much value. Then Mr. Gandhi dictated a longwh 
statement which I took down in pencil. It was addresstxl to Col. Maddook 
who was to perform the oi>eration. In this statement, Mahatmi^ii acr 
knowledged the oxcx'^eding kindness and attention which ho had received from 
Col. Maiidock, the Surgeon-General and other medical men and stated that he 
hod the utmost coiiBdonco in Col. Maddock, the officers and a'toiKlants. He 
proceeded to thank Govcrnmoiit for their oonsidertion in allowing him to 
send for his own doctors but as they could not be got in spite of the 
best attempts maile by Col. Mtuidook and os delay would in the opinion 
of the Colonel involve serious risk, he requested him to perform the 
tion at once. When it was finished I read it out to him once. Then 
he called Col. Maddock to his side and I mid it again at his desire. 
Col. Maddock was quite satisfied aAd remarked ; “ of eourao you know beet 
how to put it in proper language.*’ M.ahatma Gandhi then signed the pa* 
per in pencil. His hand shook very much ami I noticed that he did not 
dot the **i” 8. At the end he remarked to the IXictor, see how my hand 

trembles. You will have to put this right.” Col. Maddock answered: 
“ Oh I We will put tons and tons of strength into you.” 

“my quarrkl with govt, will continue.” 

“ While the operatioii room was being got ready the doctors went out 
and I found myself neai*Iy alone with the Mahatma. After a remark or 
two of a purely personal nature, I asked him whether he had anything 
particular to say. I noticed a touoh of eageniess as he replied, as though 
he was waiting for an opportunity to say something. 

“If there is an agitation/ he said, 'for my release after the opera- 
tion, which 1 do not wish, let it be on proper lines* My quarrel with the 
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GoyeniiD^iit i» there acd will continue so long ae the ongiimtiiig ceuioe 
#git. Of oourte Uiare can't be any conditions. If GoTernment think they 
haTe kept me long enough they may let me go. That would be 
hononrable. If they think that I am an innoceiit man md that my motives 
have been gocd» that while I have a deep <|Uarrel with the Governmentt 1 
love Englishmen ai d have many friends amongst them, then they may release 
.me. But it must lot be on false issues. Any agitation must be kept 
on pioper r.on*vio]eiit lii:eB. Perhaps 1 have i ot expressed myself quite 
well but you had better put it in your inimitable style.* 

ABOUT THE MESSAGE 

*T mentioned the motions of which l otice had been given by members 
of the Assembly ai d added that the ugh Govenmei.t might in other cii* 
€umstai:ces have opposed it, I expected that they would take a different 
line. 1 then piesscd him again for a message to his peoi>le, his followers, 
or the couiitiy. Ho was suiprisingly fiini on this subject. He said he 
was a piisoner of Goveiiiment aid he iMist observe the prisoners* (ode 
of hoi our sciupulously. Ho was supposed to bo civilly dead. He had no 
kiowlcdgeof outside events aid he cculd lot have anything to do with 
the public. He had no message. 

‘'How* is it then** I asktd, “that Mr. Mahcmcd Ali comn.unicntcd a nies- 
sage ns fum jcu tie other dayt** The woidsweie scarcely out of my 
mouth when I regretted them, lut lecall was impotsiMo. He was ob* 
viously astonished at my qucbtioii aid exclaimed: “Mr. Mahomed Alii a 
inehsaf.e ficm f* lAukilly at Ibis point the nuise came in with some 
ait ides of Hpi>aicl for him ar.d signalled to me to depart. 

“In a few minutes ho was shifted to the operation room. 

“I, sat outside marvelling at the exhibition I had witnessed of high- 
mii.drdness, forgiveness, chivaliy and love trar.scei ding ordiiiaiy human 
natiue aid thinking what a mercy it was that the ion’co*operation move* 
ment sbculd have liad a leader of such scieiio vision aid st'nsitiveneKs 
to honour. 

“The bTirgcoi.-Gereial aid the Ji ^pettorlici.cral of Prisons were also 
theie.^ [could see fiom their faces how* ai xituis they were at the tre- 
meidons lespoi sibility that lay on them. 1hey said that the iMiticnt had 
borne the operation veiy well indeed, aid that it was a matter for coir 
gtatulatioii that the operation had not hcoii delayed any longer. The 
patient had had morphia and was exiiectcd to sleep soundly for sometime 
tonger. We then dispersed. 

“I ieaint from the doctor this morning that the lotient's condition wras 
thoroughly satisfactoiy. 1 ha^o read out this statement to Doctor Phat- 
taek w hp approves of it and adds that bis inquiry as to a message elicited 
the game soil of aiisworc 

The History of the lUneM 

The hktory of the Mshatma'* treatment in jail will, when written aiid 
l^reaented to the world, show tome "gema of pareat ray Meretie” pf 
Jail Admiuiab-ation in India. A« there i. no room for it Iwra we are 
epiift^ to mention tliat up to April 192S from the day of hiaaentenoe 
Midijlitou^i was accommodated and treated in the jpO qdito Kke an ordinaiyfplonr 
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Ab is common kiiowleilge, until recently all [lolitical prisoners have 
persistently }>een treated in Indian jails like the worst type of criminals. 
Pursuant of a resolution movecl in the last Ikiinbay Council, reluctant 

assent was, however, jdveii by the Covt. to treat purely ix)litical prisoners 
as s()ocial division prisoners, and from the middle of April l923Mahatmaji 
was treated as such, and removed to the Kuroi»can ward of the prison. 

Hut the effect of the iirevious long suffering brought the inevitable result.' 
During .luiie and .hily Ifist your, he was seri<»UKly ill and a medical examination 
by the jail authorities showefl that he ha<l an attack of clysentry. Mahatmaji 
WHS given some emetine injections. SuVmcqiiently, Mahatmaji does not 
seem have reeovt'red at all, but began to lose weight in an alarming 
degree. He used to have sudden rises of temis?siuture ami this seems r-o 
have }»een invariably set down to fever. When Mahatmaji’s weight 

was reduced to as low as lbs. bis friend <« and relatives, who were in a 
poftitioii to know, got alarmed. Mr. Valla!»bbhai Patel wrote a letter to tlie 
.Tail Superintendent,— and a copy thereof was sent to the Chief Secretary to 
the Government of Bombay, as Mahatmaji's case was directly under tin* 
Oovernment— ro(|uesting for a chart of Mahatmaji's tempeiaturc during a 
given time, so that indciMmdent medical men, who hal t>een ae«iuaiiiied 

with the previous history of his health micht fonn their own opinion of 

the case ami infor7ii the i»aitie.s vit>.*illy inieit^sted in the health of 
the Mahatma. Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel received no sort of answer from the 
(lovernment f>r the Jail Supcrinttmdoiit. ^ 

Hut the public <lid not lack assumncea fiom time to time lr<nu 
the (lovernment tlnit Mahatmaji was in gooil health and that there was 
no cmise for anxiety. Even as early as the last week of December 1923, 
such an assurance was given, and it is difficult to imagine how all of a^ smhleii 
appendicitis miuld have devc]opo<l iu Mahatmaji, c<»nsi(lcriitg tlyit, since 
some time in November last, Mahatmaji IumI been “ experimenting in In's 
•diet ** and luvl been living only on milk for over a month. Mahatmi^ji 
had been suffering from t<»mi»erature of a hw'Jic typi^ wljicb usually is 
syin]»tomatic of the foiiimtioi- of pus in mmic part of the IsHly. There were 
several other symptoms also wliich, if they had ]>ccn intiJligently stiuliei!, 
might have given cause for scinms reflection to the (lovernment jfiid the 
medical a\i(horitics. Hut the (loverniiieiit of Sir (Jeorge lJ(»yd h.id persistently 
t reated the matter in a light- lieaited way. 

The first symptoms of the lireakdown of .Mahatmaji’s health were 
noticed l)y C4»l. Murray as early as the btli Jamiary last, and between 
that date and the >Satiirday following —January I ‘.it h — Mahatmaji's condi- 
tion seems 1»o have l»een watched by Col. Murray with great anxiety 
and concern. Mahatmaji who was always anxious to spare trouble to 
others, tried to make light of his complaint whenever Col.* Murray 
spoke to him alK)ut his health. As early as the Tuesday i>reoeding the 
oi>oriition, Mahatm.^i fdt a severe p.ain and on Wednesday complained 
of having spent a restless night. Col. Murray examined him carefully to 
asi^eitain if there were any symptoms of tuberculosis or any other serious 
com\)laint, and failing hi dcte<'t any dcfliiito symptoms, sixike to Mahatnu\ii 
and learnt ijd)out his previous intestinal troubles and other matters of his 
medical history. The suspicions of Col. Murray al out Mahatmiiji^ 

rom plaint lieing due to appendicitis seem to have been aroused on 
day by ooitain amount of tenderness noticed about the abdomeii^ Ma m 
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Friday, the lUli. Col. Maddock waa ealUHl in for ooiisultution. Ctd. 
Maddock also noticed the tenderness and seemed to share the siispicioiis of ( ol. 
Murray. On Saturday mortiiiij;> Mahatmaii s condition wtvs serioxis. he huviiii; 
spent a sleepless night and having had tn sit up with the knee in a raised 
position the whole night owing to acute pain. On hearing of it (\>l. 
Maddock at once came and took away Mahainiaji in his t>wii car to 
the Sassoon Hospital. 

This Act of G>l. Maddock, the Civil Surgeon of )\N>na. who from 
pi-evious experience at once detected the cause of the patient s trouMo and 
(lisreiranUng red-tape as to prison rules removed the jiatient from tho 
prison to hospital on his own i-cspoiisihility and in his own car, has siiiot) 
l»oen very highly eulogised hy all sectnois of pe<»ple. His proinptiiesa 
saved the life of the Mahatma, ant] for this all lialia is gpiteful t4» the 
great Surgeon, not sti iiuicli ft»r his skill as for the human ipialities ho 
exhibited at a critical time in tho life of the prisoner. A less otniragcoua 
roan would not have dared to nniiove such a prisoner as (tandhi 
whom Govt, would feign ‘bury alive* — without express authority from tho 
higher authorities. 

In the evening of the r2th .lamniry the (onditioii of the Mahatma 
Isjoame woitsc and ('Ol. Madtlock ileeiile*! to r.arry ou tho operation at ouet^ 
At alsmt \ I in the night the alshmien was opened and pus at»d hinugii 
matter taken out. The openition took some tw<*nty miruites in all. 'J'he ahsi cKK 
was deeirseated and and ipute a large <|uai)tity of pus was drawn out hy a six 
inch tulie. A few* hours delay would have led to this poisomms matter hiuiig 
aliS4irl>od in the peritoneum, and then the case would have )M‘eii hopelesH* 
Mahatma (Uiidhi lK)rc the operation well and the night, was passed in 
<|uiot. •For the next few days Col. Maihhs'k was all attention to tho 
patient }«id dressed his wound himself. In less than a week the tube insetted 
ill the abdoineii to drain out the pus was withdrawn and the patient 
l»egaii rapidly bi recover. 

(ol. Maddock issued daily iMilletins regardiiig tin* Mahatma's health 
and the nn»re than professional care liestowcd by him on the Idol of flio 
nation Jias gone not a little t4i assuage the feeling tliat Indians bear towaifla 
Kuroi^cans since the days of flciifial Dyer A Sir Michael O'Dycr. ^I’he 
nation's gratitude was <*onvcyc<l to the gallant (Vilfinol by Mr. Mahomed 
All, President of the Indian National ('ongress, while the Indian riess 
vied with each other in paying waim tiibutes to him. 

The Mystery of the Message, 

Tl>e reference in Mr. Sastry's conimunication of the IMh .Innuary 
to Mr. Mahomed Ali rakeil up an old roi.lioveisy. In the S|>c<iaJ 
Session the Congress held at IVJhi in fhtober hkst Mr. Mahomed Ali 

had said to the effect that he hiwl a “ wireicHS mess/ige *' fiom the 
Vfahatma in favour of lifting the Itiiii <iii rounril entry, 'riiis was sought 
to \ni ]*ioved a falschcisl and a haix which Mr. Mahomed Ali \va« 
accused of playing upon the ' rio’cliaiigers/ 'I'he enemieH of Coi.grcgs 
were trydiig to discrerlit the Congress President and to drive a wedge 
amongst Congi ess-ranks. f)ii the t6th .Tanuary Mr, Mahomeil Ali seitt 
is t^egmph to Mr. .Sistii roganling the serious irriplieatioi m in his 
sWuMrit and not receiving my reply issued a long Ktatcmeiit in tho 
which he said:— 
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'' I admit it is quite natural for Mr. Saatri to ask the Midiatma if 
be bad any message to send to bis people whose first question on 
bearing of the master’s serious illness would be if he had sent a 
mestt^ to sustain ard guide them* aid few would cavil at Mr. SastrTs 
availiTig himself of an oppoitunity to ask for it when be was nearly 
alone with the Mahatma. Buti as Mr. »Sa«bri admits, the Mahatma’s 
sensitiveitePH to hor.our was too great for him to avail himself of tke 
opfoitunity affoided by Mr. ft'astri’s willingness to be less scrupulous 
than bimsolf in observing the prisoner’s code of honour. Mr. Sastri 
may well marvel at the exhibition of such high'mindedness and such 
surprising firmness in the leader of the Noiroo*operation movement 
though iion-co operators have long been familiar with these and other 
groat qualities of their loader. But, while 1 admit that it was natural 
for Mr. Hastri to ask for a message, I am constiuined to say that it 
was far from natural to eross-examino the Mahatma at such a time 
with regal d to his refusal to give one to Mr. Sastri. He says the 
woids were scarcely out of hip mouth when he regretted them, but 
their recall was impossible. This is perfectly true and few will refuse 
to believe the genuineness of his regret, but what many will bo dis- 
posed to ssk the Right Honourable Gentleman is whether it was equally 
impossible for him to abstain fiom proclaiming this regrettable incident 
to the world. Iho slip of the tongue was excusable enought but w'hy 
need it have been followed by a slip of the pen as well? Where was 
the compelling necessity of publication? It is this that one cannot so 
easily explain to oneself. But even if there was sfich a compelling 
iiecessity. surely Mr. Sastri could have asked me to throw such light 
as I could on the subject, and if he had not spared me then, he would 
have Bi»arcd ir.e the more distasteful necessity of issuing the i>resont 
statement. • 

iNTKRVJBW' WITH l)BVaDAS 

** 1 am sincerely rlad he is not now as acceptable to Anglo-Indian 
journals ns h(* used to be before his Kenya disdllusionmont. Nonc'the^ 
less those jouriiHls have pounced upon his statement in order to accuse 
me of mai.ufactiniiig a message from my Chief to deceive my fellow* 
workers at a decisive moment, for any stick is go(Kl enough with which 
to beat a i.oirco-oporator. As there may be otheis besides these journals, 
w'fao may be as ignorant of the facts of the case as Mr. Sasti'tt I 
desire to state that in 8epteml>er last, shoitly after my release and 
almost on the eve of the 8i>ecial session of the Congress at Delhi, my 
dear brother Devadas Gandhi came to see me at Bhawali and from 
there went of! to Poona to interview his father in the Yerowda Jail. 
During his all too brief visit to me I had had an occasion to discuss 
the political situation with him and to express my surprise and indig* 
nation when on my release I had discovered that some non-eo-operators 
had formed a party which was determined to seek entry into the* 
legislatures, among other reasons, for the maintenance of the triple boy* 
colt as carried out by Mahatma Gandhi without the slightest change. 

1 had mentioned to I^vadaqii, as I did suWquetitly at Delhi in the 
8ubiei;t» Committee, that our great Chief w^as a prisoner in Biiti^ 
bal ds and could no longer address the nation in favour of his o^n 
views, and tliat out of loyalty to our absent Chief, if for w dtiler 
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maoD, nil iion-oo^pemtorB sEouId have abstained from effecting any 
oha^e in their programme of work. A week or so after thU. Deva* 
daioi returned from Poona and when I heaixl at Delhi, from my frieiul 
Mahadev Desai that he w^ back at Delhi. I left the All-India C^mgreaa 
Committee meeting that instant and went out to msot him ami Icirii 
all he had to tell me about his •revered father. Ho talked al>out hw 

health, work in prison and his studies and. to my gro.it surpi'iso, I 
also learnt that DevadasU had* had occasion to repeat to Mahatm*^! 
the gist of our conversation at Bhawali. 1 did not expect this at alb 
for in my own case no such latitude hml been allowed in my inter- 
views with the memlters of my family and in facst all inteiviows had for 
all piactical punoses been stopped for sometime, all heoause my mother 
had incidentally nuiintained in her tii'st interview adth me at Bijapur 
in March 1922 that all the affectionate messtiges 1 was asking her 
to carry to my chief were futile as (toverninent hiul taken him 
away. Dovadasji told me that his father was deeply tonehwl by iny 
loyalty and love to him and hfwl talked for <|uite a long time alM>ut 
our rolations in the most affectionate terms. He liad liowev»'r awkf^f 
Devadasji to toll me that 1 must not allow the love I I sire to him 

to dictate a course of action at that jiiiicturc. Instead of that, he said, 

a course of action is to Ijc dietaited by the love 1 lH>re t 4 ) my country 
it^self. He said ho had always disapprovetl of peo)»lc sending messages 
from prison, and this partly at least for the very roasoii ft»r which I 

myself had htwl occaSon once to disapprove of such action and for which 

Mahatmgji has oftco again refused to send any message through Mr. 

Sastri. viz., that, being a prisoner, one had not Hufiioieni knowledge m 

a rule of outside events and could not resonably uiiclertake the resjKUisi- 

hilty guiding those who wore out and who could he ]>resumc<l to be 
in a better (Kisitioii to take stock of the tlion existing situation and t-o 
act accoitliiig to the need of the moment. NevertheicHS, the Mahatma 

said that he was still in favour of (xuitiuuing the t.ni)Io iKiycott, lait lie 
fuldod that if, in the changed cirounistaiKOs of the country, I was my- 
self convinced that a change of any sort, was necessary, I was ti* follow 
ray own convictions and must not |>ennit my loyalty tx> him to weigh 
with ifte. That is how I underst<MHi what Devtulasji told mo ami on 
reading some weeks later my friend Mahtnlov Desai’s article in * Young 
India, ' I received ample coiifii*matioti of my interpretation of Mahatma 
iiandhi's message, or his refusal t«) send a message, in whichever way 
Mr. Sastri or others may ch<K»se t.4» characterise that which was ooir 
veyed to me. Before Ifcvaflanii harl tjuito Hnisheib I haif ex- 
elaiiued, ‘ Quite right, Bapu. I could have almost MTittcn down the 
whole thing Iieforc I hcaid a woitl of wliat you tell rue. Bapu has said 
he is the fittest man to lie our dictator because ho is sti unwilling to 
dictate to anyone* Subsefjuently when I moved in the Subjects Committoa 
the resolution for the removal of the lian on rouneil entry, 1 re)ieated 
almost word for woitl what I had heairl from Iievadasjif and liad 1 in- 
terpolated therein an>thiiig of my own, there were present in that 
meeting several of my friends who knew Just as well as I what 1 had 
been told and would have intervened, but no one felt any ne^ of 
ctelletigiog my statement or correcting it, and 1 would invite the paitr 
eular attention of the Anglo-Indian ^journal which accuses me of bav in y 
aucoeaslully deceived the no-ehatigers into the acceptance of my motion 
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inanulatflofiiir a measa^ from the Mahatma to the observatiou of that 
staunch no^dlibger M^adev Deaai who wrote : * Whatever the Maulana's 
words, he has not expected anybody to l)e carried away by the thought 
that Gaiidhiji suggested anything like a compromise’ and I ceitainly do 
not know of anyone who voted for my motion or alwtaiued from voting 
against it liecause ho understood tjiat Mahatma Gandhi had sent a 
message asking the people to do so. 

WHY TUB 80URGB WAS NOT MENTIONED. 

“Ill replying wlrit I had heard ffom Devadasji, I did not however 
disclose the manner in which 1 had received the message because, in the 
first place, I had nut obtained Dcvada^'i’s pennission and, in the next, 

I felt that as the same latitude had iH>t l)eoii allowed at interviews to 
nil political prisoners, the local gaol authorities might, perhaps be taken 
to temk by the higher authonties for giving so much latitude to the 
Mahatma or perhaps the latter, though cognisant of the dilference and 
even responsible for it, might not like it to lie known generally and 
might therefore in either case put a stop to the practice followed in 
the Mahatiim's case. That is why 1 had prefaced the message with an 
oliservatioii in a lighter vein that it hail been communicated to me by 
a special pro< ess of warelcss tologmphy, the process of soul-force. The 
only change, if it can bo called that, I had permitted myself to make 
ill the Mahatma’s message w;is that after saying that he had asked me 
to lot my love lor India luthcr than my love for him shape the coui’so 
of my conduct at that jumture, I had added, nay ho has commanded 
me t/o do that. * 

LIIIKKAI, LKADBR’.S “UNFORTUNATE RESEARCHES.” 

“This is the plain unvarnished tale of the Mahatma’s mesmige to me. 
May 1 add that i think that jiei haps the Mahatma did not undei-Mtiuid Mr. 
Sasiri who asked him about a incssago communicated by mo as fiom him the 
other day. Hut 1 venture to think that Mi’. Sastri could have lieen 
more precise than he was in alluding in this manner to an episode that 
to<ik t»hu’e so long as four months ago. AVho thinks in the Mahatma 
was not thereby misled into believing that 1 had communicated to the 
people a message as from him the other day at Cocanada in more ways 
than one. After Cocaiuula, Delhi is ancient history and when Swamjist.s 
and No"cliaiigers alike are willing to let the dead past bury its dead, 
it is a little unfortunate that the leader of the Libeials should still be 
oiigugoil ill makinir researches into the past.” 

The Release of the Mahatma 

Speculation was rife ever since the Mahatma’s removal to hospital 
as to w'hcther the Govt, was going to send him back to jail again. 
A representative of the Bombay Chronicle interviewed Col. Maddo(*k 
in this coiinoction on the IGtIi. January .Mid the latter is repoited to 
have said : “it is imjiossililo and I will not allow it,” “Even in orditiaiy- 
eases,** the Colonel aildod, “the usual iieriod would l>c about 3 weeks 
Viefove a patient can be removed from the hospital, and in an acute case 
like the Maliatnia’s it could not lie done under a month.* This assurance 
relieved public anxiety for the time, but inured as Indians are to the 
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ways o! the Govt., iio iKxiy hoped that they would releiil^ even at such 

an hour. When a resolution was moved in the last Assemhly in July 

1923 for the Mahatma’s release, Sir Malcolm Hailey said; ''Neither the 

Govt, of India nor the Bomltay Govt had received any memorial or 

even a suggestion from Mr. Gandhi. On the other hand there wtis the 

suggestion that he w*ould ho in jail rather than released at the suggestion 

.of this Assembly He was as happy in jail as a biid and even 

desired that he should bo cut off from the outside world.’’ The Govt, 
opposed the motion and they w’cre 8upiH>ited by a majority of that 

Assembly which refused to rele^ise the Mahatma. 

However, on Jan. 14th the Governor of lionil»ay wtuit up t4i Delhi to 
confer with the Viceroy personally on the matter. M’hat transpired at this 
interview is of coui*se not known. But presumably the move was taken 
by Sir l^slic Wilson and a stmng reprcHentation w.as cablerl to the 
.Socret.aiy of State. i.i)rd IVcl still rubxl at the India Offiee» but 

the Government hero dared not face the odi\nn of scndiiiK the 

Mabatiiia Uick to jail from hos\>itAl. and the bureiuicmts at Delhi were 
already feeling unrom fort able for the impending lalH>\ir crisis in White- 
hall, and fuither there was Col. Maddi>ck insisting o\\ the removal 

of the Mahatma to some 8ea".side change. Meanwhile liidiour hail ct»me 
power on 2.3rd January, and at Delhi things w'ore warming up iii 
connection with the Swarajist- liidepeiidont co.ilition against the GoVt. 

. THK OKDER FOR RKLKASR. 

At midnight on Monday, the 4th February, the (Moernmoiit of 
Bombay is.sued the following press'iu)te : 

“Tin* (t of pMiinbay liavr n* v’ivr«i MEDICAI. ADVICE < lnU Mi; (Istutlii 

sIjouM In- n novoil to tin son •.uto »or n pro’iHigoil poioil of convalrso- uoi' , nef less 
ihnii Mi.w iiMHitlih in any ovni?. In fliost* riiouriistiinr'K thoy !^n\v ilooiiloil witli Hu* 
<n»nruiT«*net i the (tovoinni ait of India fti rmiii unroiulii ioiiaPy luulio* Sc(‘, I0| 
rislo of Crir inal ProviUit' tlic iinex|»i '«l (»f hiH Hoiitoiiroi., (tnii'i'M nil! tn' 

isMird iniiiK'ilinti’ly fo InV rol<ii>r " 

Orders wore aceonlingly issued immediately and were sent with a special 
inessotjger to I’ooua. If was five niijiules to eight in the inorning on 

Fob. ftth when Colonel Maddoek ran iipstaiis to Malmtinaji’s it>om 

and UTld him the nows of his iiiK^onditional release. 

The Maliatma romainod ijuict for a few' inoinentK and then sjiifl to 
the Doctor : ‘ rorha]»s yoti w'ould not mind reading to me the oiders.’ 
When Col. MaddcK^k hatl read the fuder through, the Mahatma smiled 

u|»on him and siud : *1 hope y<i\t w ill not mind my remaining your gncRt 

and yofir patient a little longer’. This he said laughingly and the 

Coli»nel replied with a smile : ' I hope you will continue to ttbey all 
my instructions n.s a rloctor '. Mahatmaji pKiiiiiHcd to do so, and tlmnked 
the doctor for his cx( ceding kindness. 

Telegrams and visitors Itcgan to isair in almost immc<liatcly t<i 

MUigratulate the Mahatinii. His first act was to send Mr. Andrews, 
who was with him at this time, to Faliainiati !<» givn a mesiuige 

to the Ashmm people, and to Kustoinjee at Dtirliaii in South Africa. 
Th© message that tlm Mahatma sent to the country took some tiro© 
to come out and was issued on Febmary /th. It was addrefUMHi to 

Mr. Mahomed AH, th© President of the National Congress, and nine as 
follows : — 
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THE MAHATMA'S RELEASE 
My dear^ friend and brother. 

I send you as President of the Congress a lew words which I know 
our eountrytaen expect from me on my sudden release. 

I am Sony that the Government have premiturely released me on 
account of my illness. Such release can bring me no joy for I hold that 
the illness of a prisoner affords no ground for his release. 

I would be guilty of ungratefulness if 1 did not tell you and through 
you the whole public that both the gaol and the hospital authorities have 
been all attentjoii during my illness. 

As soon as Colonel Murray, the Supoiintendont of the Yervada 
Prisoiif suspected that my illness was at all seriousi he invited Colonel Maddock 
to assist him ami I am sure that promptest measures were taken by him 
to secure for me the best treatment [xissible. I could not have been re- 
moved to the David and Yoooob Hassoon Hospitals a moment earlier. 
Colonel Mmidock and his stsiff have treated me with the utmost attention 
and kindness. I may not omit the nurses who have surrounded me with 
•isterly caic. Though it is now o|)cii to me to leave this hospital, know- 
ing that I can got no better treatment anywhere else, with Colonel Maddock's 
kind permission, I have deciderl to remain under his care till the wound 
is healed and till no further medical treatment is necessary. 

The public Mdll easily uiidei’stand that for somotime to come I shall be 
quite unfit for active work, and those who are interested in my speedy 
return to active life will hasten it by postiioiiing their natural desire lo 
see me. I am unfit and shall be unable for some weeks perhaps to s 
a immlior of visitors. I shall liolter appreciate the atfectum of friends if 
they will devote greater time and attention to such national work as they 
may l>o engaged in and especially to hand-spinning. ^ 

THK PRESENT SITUATION. 

My release has brought me no relief. Whei-eas l>e{oro my release I 
was free from resixmsibility, save that of conforming to gaol discipline and 
tiying to qualify myself for mure eihcioiit service, I am now overwhel- 
med with a sense of responsibility I am ill-fitted to discharge. Telegrams 
of congratulations have been poiinng upon me. They have but added to 
them many proofs I have received of the affection of our countrymen for 
me. It naturally pleases and romfoits me. Many telegrams, however, 
betray hopes of results from my service which stagger me. The thought 
-of my utter irica]>acity to cope with the work before me humble my pride. 
Though 1 know very little of the present situation in the country, 1 know 
suflSoieiit to enable me to sec that perplexing as the national problems wero 
at the time of the Bai'doli resolution they are far more perplexing to-day. 

It is clear that without unity betw^een Hindus and Mahomedatis, Sikhs, 
Parsis and Christians and other Indians, all talk of Swarai is in vain. Thia 
unit^ which I fondly believed in 1922 has been nearly achieved but so 
far as Hindus and Massalmans are ooiicemed, I observe, it suffered a 
t»evere check. Mutual tnist has given place to distrust. An indissoluble 
bond between the various communities must be established if we are to 
win freedom. Will the thanksgiving over my release be turned into a soli^ 
unity liotweeii the communities t lliat will restore me to health far quicker 
than any medical treatment or rest-cure. When I heard the teniiOtt 
between the Hindus and the Mabomedans in oeitaiii places, my^eart 
sank within me. The rest I am advised to have wiU be no with 
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tfte Iniirden of dwonion pioywg upon me. I aak ell those who cherkh 
ioTO towanb me to utilise it in furtherance of the union we all desire* 
I know that the task is difficult but nothing is difficult if we have a living 
isiHiinGod. Let us realise ourow'ii weakness and approach Himai.d He 
will surely help us. It is weakness which breeds fear and fear breeds 
distrust. Let us both shed our fear. But I know that even if one of us 
will cease to fear we shall cease to quarrel. May I say that your tenure 
td office will be judged solely by what you can do in the cause of union t 
I know that we love each other as biothcrs. I ask you therefore to duuw 
my anxiety and help me to go through the period of illness with a lighter heait. 

SPINNING WHEEL THE REMEDY. 

If we could but visualise the gmwing i^iuperism of the land and realise 
that the spinning wheel is the only remedy for the disease, the wheel 
will leave us little leisure for fighting. I had during the last two years ample 
time and solitude for hatd thinking. It nmde me a 6rmer lielievcr than 
ever in the efficacy of the BaidoH programme and therefore in the unity 
between the races, the charka, the removal of untouchability and the ap- 
plication of non-violence in thought, word and deed to our methods as 
indispensable for Swraraj. H we faithfully and fully carry out this pixv 
gramme w*e need never icsoit to civil diMiltodience at'd I should hope 
it will never bo necessary. But I must state that my thinking prayerfully 
and in solitude lias not weakened my l»ciicf in the efficacy and nght* 
amisrie.s8 of civil diaoliedienco. I hold it a? never before to lie a man's or 
a nations right and* duty when his vital Iteiiig is in jeopardy. 1 am con- 
vinced that it is attended with less danger than war and whilst the fonnor, 
when successful, heiie6t8 loth the rcsister and the wrongdoer, the latter 
haiiiis loth the victor and the vanquished. 

ON COUNCIL ENTRY. 

You will not exioct mo to express any opinion on the vexed ques- 
tion of return by CongresHmeii to the Legislative Councils and the As- 
sembly. Though I have lot ii* «i»y way altered my opinion ahiuf tlie 
Voycolt of Councils, law couits aid (b^veiiimeiit schools, I have no data 
for reming to a judgment upcoi the alteration made at Delhi and 1 tlo 
i.ot propose to express any opii.ion until I have had the oppoitiinity of 
rlisctiSsirg the question with oiir illustiious rountiymeii who have felt 
called upon in the intcic^bt of the coiii.tiy to advise the removal of tlm 
boycott of Legislative iKnlies. 

Ill conclusion may L through you. thank all the very nutiiorous 
senders of congratulatoiy message.^? It is not possible for me personally 
to acknowledge each message. It has gladdened niy heart to m*vi among 
the message many from our Mfslerrite friends. Noirco-opcrators can 
have no quarrel with them. Ibey ara well-wishers of their country 
and serve to the best of their lights. If we consider them to lie in the 
wrong we can hope to win them over only hy friendliness ainl pAtient 
fnainiiing and never by abusing. Indeed wc want to regard Kriglishtnen 
too as our friends and not misunclerstaiKl them by treating them as our 
enemies, i»iid if we are to-day engaged in a struggle against the British 
Government it is against the system for which it stands and not against 
Englishmeii who are administerirg the system. I know that many of 
ns have failed to uiidercttand always to licar in mind this disttnetion and 
in ao far aa we have failed wo have harmed cmr cause.** 
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TH£ MAHATMA'S RELEASE 

After the Release. 

This letter was addressed to the President of the Congress just 
aSf soon after his conviction, the Mahatma had wished to speak to his 
eouritrrmen through a letter addressed to the then President, Hakim 
Ajmal Khan, which, however, never reached its destination because the 
■Government of Sir (joorge Lloyd had held it up for *politicar reasons, 
and refused to transmit it unless some passages were mutilated. 

POPl’LAR DKMONSTKATION 

The news of the release was received in Poona with great joy. The 
lofwling men of the city at once paid visits to Mahatmaji, prominent 
amongst whonj were Messrs. S. M. Paranipyc, C. V. Vaidya, H. V. Tulpule 
of the Congj'oss Committees, I). V. (lokhale of the Mahratta and others. 
During the day visitors }»egan to i»our in and he was seen by hundreds 
of his friends. Mr. Shaukat Ali arrived on the very morning and came 
to know of his release later on. Mr. Mahomed Ali and sevoml of his 
Bombay friends arrived in the afternoon and saw him. At four in the 
afternoon Mahatmaji was brought out in a wheeled chair on the vcnuidah of 
his room and the huge crowd outside could now sec him. 

A huge public meeting was held in the ‘Jime evening and it was 
iittended by all proniinciit men in the city. Mr. S. M. Paranjpyo 
presided. Maulana Mahomed Ali who was fir’st to speak said that he 
thanked Providence ftn- inspiring Government with the right i)o]i(y 
arid thanked them for their wise and kind act. He remarked, however-, 
that it could rot be said that the key to Yerowda jail had been found out. 
The look fell by itself. The people however must carry on the 
constructive programme of the (/ongross fully and completely. ^ 

Similar public meetings followed elsewhere, in Bombay, Madras, 
•C^^alcuttn, and so on tire nows of the release vva.s tiansmitted throughout India 
within a few hours. The countiy was, however*, not rjuitc lu-pparwl for this 
sudden change in the attitude of the Oovernment, tor only a few days 
back, in the Viceroy’s speech on opening the Assembly, there was not 
only r:o roferoiice to (lai.dhi but on the other- haj;d a full-wjnded 
warning to the Swar-ajists who were going thei’c to wreck the constitution. 
The speeches of the Viceroy during the month, and other guborna" 
torial utterances wer e full of threats. A shower- i)f the ‘ mailed ibst’, 
of move ‘law and older-’, of the Bengal Kegulaticn III of were 

what the people expected to l>o their coming meed. Whether the 
I’olcase of the Mahatma was an indepoiident act of the ljubour Govt, in 
England over-riding Lonl Bonding who on i.o ticcoxuit could lie credited 
with .such an act dii’ootly counter to his sen8i> of ‘law and order*, or whether 
it was the offeet of the Swarajist demai.d and their- thi'catcned 
tactics in the Assembly, or whether it was really “on medical grounds’* 
as the Government cominuiiiqiio avow-ed, must remain a matter <if si>ecu]atioif. . 
Rut whatever the cause of the iclciise the effect it pix)duced on the 
country was rcinarkiiblc. By one stroke, as it were, the intense brewing 
hatred against the Govt, that were rankling in the hearts of the people 
imiH)tently for the last 2 years now Iregan to melt away in gratitude. 
Thaiiks-givings, prayers, a w’hole nation’s gratitude, poured forth from every 
<luaitor. The President of the National Congress, Maulana Mahomed Ali, 
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ill an appeal issued to the iieople to hold Sunday^ the 10th Fehruary Uii 
an alMndia National thaiiks'giving day, said : — 

**Oii Sunday next- when we meet to offer t»ur thanks to I'nividonoe, 
I hope our appreciation of the Goveiiinient*s action will also l»c recoithMl 
and the Nation will once more di>clare that it harljoiu-H no nifilice against 
thf British People. Ours is a war without an enemy and Indians ai'o iw 
1*eady for reconciliation as any one else, provided they are not luiked 
to surrender the Nation’s honour and jeopaixlise the Nation’s freedom. 
We must continue pl ice our trust in Ctod and in (»nr liumhle efforts 
but nothing should be done to antagonise any one who desires tni bo’ 
friend us. ” 

The I Oth of February was acconliiigly celebrated all over India as a 
national thjinks’giving day. Prayers were hold in the morning in all plma>s of 
worship, in Hindu temples and Moslem mosijues : pUH^essions marched thiough 
the streets in the afternoon silently singing siuigs of love and Joy at the return 
of the people's idol : meetings hold at iinportaiit (\‘ntres, and all big Uivvim 
w-ere illuminated at night. The more aidoiii of the follttwers tif Gandhi 
obscrvetl the whole day by spinning iHuitiimously for 21 hours. 

The Famous Jail Letters. 

The faniuns jail letters i»f the Mahatma have siiieo evoked the 
greatest interest pailly bci^ause they reveal some t>f the inner workings 
of our prison administration, but inoie paititmlarly beeaus»‘ they led 
sometime to the ilahatinas refusing even U\ write the pinniilfed <|U'u1eriy 
letter to his wife and friends out.side as a protest against the action 
of the authorities who suppressed these letters altogether. W’nting 
on Feb. 28th. in ‘IWin; India\ the Mahatnia gave out his intention 
to publi.^h all the iniiK)rtant eorres|Mm<lciiec he had with the ant lim it ion 
during his incarceration a.s pail of his jail experience. The first 
instalnioiit of this contribution consisted of four letters which .ire repro 
dueed below. In this coniioctioii the Mahatnia siiys:— “Sti fai us 
any physical comforts wme concerned, loth the < biveriiiii<*nl unrl the 
jail otlieials did ail that could possibly be expeeted to make inc hippy. 
And ik I snlFoied from illness now and then, it is rny firm bclii'f fjiut 
neither tlie Guverninciit nor the juil authorities could in any way be blamed. 

I wjis allowed to choose my own diet and both Major .loiies and f’ol. 
Murniy, as also in tlihs ro.spect Goi. Galziel who i»rei edeil Major .lones. 
strictly respected all my .seruples alsMit diet. The Murope.iii jailors too 
vere ino.st attentive ai.d eonitcous. I cannot rei all a .single occasion 
when they can be suhl to have tindiily interfered with me. Ami oven 
whilst 1 Wiis subjected to ordinary jail inspcetiuin to which I cheerfully 
subinitted, they cii ried it out eonsi lcrab;ly, and o\en apolog< tic;illy. I 
enteitaiii high regard for Wh Major flories and (’ol. Miinuy as men. 
They never let me feel that I was a prisfiuer, Sulycct to what J have 
.said alxmt the kindticss of otbeials, 1 am unable t;o rtnise the, estiinato 
I have given in Hakim ji s letter al»ont the minMcss |K»liey of the Government 
regarding lolitical pri.soiier8. All I have said in that letter was oonfiruKMl 
by later experienre. ” 

The first letter was afldressed to Hakim Ajnial Khan, the President 
of the Ahmcdaba<1 Congress, in I>ec. 1921 Ghe Mahatfrui was arreatetl on 
10th Feb. 1922) and nuis iw followM; — 
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Yerowda Gaol* 14th April 1922. 

Pear Hakingi, 

Prisoners are allowed one visit every three months and to write 
and receive one letter during the same period. I have had a visit 
from Devdas and Rajagopalaohari. And I am now writing the permitted letter. 

You will remember that Mr. Banker and I were convicted on the 18th 
March on a Saturday. On Monday night about 10 p.m. we received 
r otice that we were to be removed to an unknown destination. At 11-80 
p.m. the Superiiitendeiit of Police took us to the special that was await- 
ing iiM at iSabarmafi. We were given a basket of fruit for the jouniey 
arid we w'cre well looked after during the whole journey. The doctor 
of the Sabarmati goal had allowed mo for health and leligious reasons 
the food to which I am used, and Mr. Banker bread ^and milk and fruit 
for medical reasons. Cow'*s milk for Mr. Banker and goat’s for me were 
therefore ordered on the way by the Deputy Superintendent who y/a» 

escoiting us. We were taken off at Khirki where a prison- van was 

awaiting to take us to their goal from where I am writing this. 

* YKROWDA NOT SABARMATI ’ 

I had heard lad accounts of this gaol from cx-prisoirei-s and was 

therefoic prepared to face difficulties in my path. I had told Mi*. 

Banker that if nry hard-spiniiing w'as stopp^, I would have to refuse 
food as I had taken a vow' on the Hindu New Year’s Day to spin every 
flay at least for half an hour except when I was* ill or travoHing. He 

should not, therefore, I told him, l»e shocked if I had to refuse food and 

that he shonld (»n lo accouiit join me out of false sympathy. He had 

iieeii my view-point. 

We w'cre not therefore surprised that when on rciichiiig the gaol 
alxnit B-30 p.m. I was told by the Supeiiiitciident that he ccAild not 
allow the spin ring- wheel which w'as with us nor could w'e 1 h> allowed to 
take the fiuit that was w'ith us. I poiitted out that haiid-spi lining was 

a matter of vov; with me and that as a matter of fact lioth of us were 

l>ermitted to do it every day at Salrarinati gaol. Tltcreupon wo were 
told Yorowda was not Sal^armati. 

‘ NO ACCOMMODATION FOR HUMAN SBNTIMRNT.* 

I told the S\n>erintendent t<H> that Iroth of us were pr^miitted at the 
Sabarmati gad for reasons of health to sleep outside but that was not to 
be expected at this gaol. 

Thus the first impression wim rather unhappy. I felt luiwever to- 
tally undisturbed. The semi-fast of Tuesday following that of Monday 
did me no liaim. I knew* that Mr. Banker felt it. He had night terrors 
and required some one near him. And this was his first rough exi>erieiioe in 
life perhaps. I am a seasoned jail-biid. 

The Superintendent came the next morning to question us. I saw 
tliat the first impression did not do justice to the Superintendent. The 
previous evening he was evidently in a hurry. We wci*e received after 
the regular time and he w*as totally unpi'epared for what was undoubtedly 
him a strange request He discovered however that my reqiuest for 
the HpiiiTiiug-^'heel was not a matter of cussodness but rightly or wrongly 
u real religious necessity. % He saw too that it was no question of hiinger- 
ntrikiiig. lie gave order that the spiiining-wheels should be restored to 
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botib of us. He realwed too that both of m would need the diet we hadl 
ment^nod. 

And so far as I have lieeu able to observe* the animal oomfoils were 
well looked after in this gaol. Both the Superintendent and the (laoler 
appeared to me to be tactful and have pleasant inaniiei*s. The first day's 
experience I count as of ih> consequence. The illations l>etwcon tlie 
Superintendent and the Gaoler and myself have been as coidial as they can 
l:»e between a prisoner and his keepers. 

But it is evident to me that the human clement is largely if iH»t 
entirely aWnt in the gmd system. The Superintendent informed we 

that all prisoners were troatc<l as I was ti*eatc<i. If that wore so. as 

animals [nisoners could huttlly )io lietter cared for. But for the human 
sentiment there is no ai'commodatioii in the gaol Keguiaticris. 

This is what the Gaol Committee I'onsisting of tlie Collector, a 
clergyman and some others did the next morning. This (‘ommittee met 
by coiiioidciicc the >ery next day after our mlmissioii. The mcinWrs 
came to find our needs. I mentioned that Mr. Banker sutferefl fnmi 
nervotisiJOHs and that he should l>e kepi oiien. 1 cannot describe to 
you the contemptuous and callous indiffeience with which the nM|iiest was 
treated. As the meniljors turned their Uicks ihk)ii us wie of them ic- 
marked: ‘tiotiseiisieo).’ They know nothing t)f Mr. Banker's pust or his 

position in life or of Jiis upbiingiiig. It was none of their business to 

find all this out anc^ to discover the cause for what appeared to me m 
be the most natural request. It was ceitainly of ' 4 ?ieatcr imisMtance for 
him than his food tliat he should lie able to have undist>urbed rest a night. 

Within one hour after the interview a warder came OTtlcring Mr. 

Banker to lie removed to another <|uarter. I felt like a mother suddenly 
deprived of her only child. It was by a stioke of gofsl fortune tliat 

Mr. Ranker was anested with me and that wo were tried together. 
At Saliarmati I had written to the District Magistrate that i 
would deem it a couitcsy if the authorities did not sc|»arate Mr, 
Barrker from mo ami ha<I told him that wo cmihl be muluaJiy helpful 
if he was kept with me. 1 was reading the ‘Gcet^i' with him and ho 
was nyrsing my weak bcxly, Mr. Banker lost his mother only a few 

months ago. When I mot her a few days lioforo her death, she said 

she would die in peace as her son would be i|uite sifo under my i^re. 
Little did the nol.»Je lady know* how utterly jsiwerless I would pn»ve 
to protect her son in the lioiir of his need. As Mr. Banker left me, 

I entnisted him to Gml’s care and assured that G(k 1 would take care 
of him and protect him. 

He had been since jiermitted to conic to mo for alsiut half an 
hour to teach me carding which he knows. This he did in the iiresence 
of a warder in order to see that we did not tidk alHiut anything clso 
than the purpose for which he was brought to me. 

BOOKS AMD FRRfODICALS. 

I was trying to coax the fnsiiectorOeiioml and the Superintendent 
to let me read the 'Geeta' with Mr. Partker during the few' mitiuteg 
he was allowed to come, 'ihis re.<|uegt remairied under consideration. 

In fairness to the authorities I must mention that Mr. BoDker'a 
animal comforts were welMooked aft^r and that he was looking not 
bad at ail He gradually lost his nerwiusiiess. 
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It re(|Uircd tho use of all my tact to retain i) 08 Be 8 sioii of several 
l^ooksi five of which are purely religious and the other two are m 
old 'dictioiiai'y 1 prize, and an Urdu manual presented to me by Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad. Strict ordei-s were given to the Superintendent that 
^^risoncrs were nut to bo allowed any liooks save the gaol library 
IBooks* I was given the option of preseiitiiig the said seven books to 
the gaol libraiy and then using them. Whilst I was prepared to do 
so with my otiicr ]K>okH 1 gently told the Sui>erintcndeht thjit to ask 
me to presci.t religious books which 1 was using or gifts with a histoiy 
was like Jisking mo to give up my right arm. I do not know how 
much tart tho Superintendent had to use in pcimiadiiig his superiors 
to let me retain those IxHikM. 

I am now told that I could import at my own expense poriodi- 
rals. 1 had said a newspaper vas a periodical. He seemed to agice 
]»ut he had his doubts al)out a newspaper being allowed. I had not the 
rouravc to mention tho “ ("hronirlo*' Weekly. Hut I mentioned tho 
'‘'rimes of India" weekly. That soemed to tho Superintendent to bo 
too political. I rould name tho I’oliee News, Tit Hits, or Hlackwood’s. 
This matter is h<»wovcr quite l>eyoiid the Superintendent’s province. 
What is to be ronsidored a periodical will probaVdy be finally decided 

)»y Ills SxoelltMJcy tlio (fovernor in Council. 

KNIFK— A FATAL WEAPON. 

Tbeii thoio was the' question of the use of a, knife. If was to 
toast my broad (I cM>nlc] not digest it without) I mgst cut it up in 
sliec?H and if 1 was to squec^zo my lemons I must cut them aJso. Hut 
a knife was a “ lethal weapon" and most dangerous in thc^ hands of 
a prisonen*. 1 ga>c the Sttpeiintciidoiii the option of withdrawing broad 
and lemons or giving me the use of a knife. At last the use *of my 
4 IWII pcmkiiife lias bcnni stored to me. It has to remain in the 
custody of my con vic?t* warder to )>e given to me whcnovoi- 1 may 

require it. It goes back to the gaoler every evening and como-s back 

evc>ry morning to the ('on> lot* warder. 

AN INTEUKSTING SPECIES. 

You tnay n(»t kiu’w llie species of < on vic't* warders. 'I hoy art* tho.He long 
tium prisoneiH whu by thoir good lichaviour may la^ givoii a warder's 
dress and may under .suporvisuMi entrusted with light responsibilities. 
One sucdi warder who has Imhui convuted for a murcler is in charge 
c»f me during the day and anothoi. reminding mo of Shaiikat Ali's size, 
i?* added for ni-jtht cluty. This addition was made when the Inspector- 
tieneral cd last decided to leave my cell open. Hoth the warders are 

ctuite iiiolfoiisivc. They never interfere with me. And I never engage 
ill any conver.sation with them. I have t<» siieak to tho day-warder 
for some of my wants. Hut bey(>i;d that I have no intercourse with 
them. 

I am in a tiiangular 1)lock. One suL' Uhe loiqcst) of the triangle 
which falls west has eleven cells. 1 have as my rompanioii in the 
yai<l an Aiubiaii »Stato prisoner, 1 supinwe. He does not speak Hindu- 
htaiii. 1 unfoitunatoly do not know Arabic ; therefore our intercourse 
i.s restricted to morning greetings. The base of this tn'aiigle is a .solid 
vail and the shortest side is a t>a}bed wire fence with a gate oi>en- 



> ?|Qg on to a spneioiiis opon ground. The triangle ifi divided by a 
1^ beyond which I was not to go. Thus I had alx^ut seventy fcih' 
V length to exercise. As an illustration of the waitt of human touch I 
pentioned the white line to Mr. KhaniltatSi the Cantonment Magistrate*^ 
who is one of the visiting Magistrates. He did not like the restric* it 
tioti acd repot ted likewise. The whole length of the triangle is now 
open for exercise to me giving me proliably 148 feet length. My 
eyes are set upon the open space just mentioned. But that is perhaps 
too human to he permissible. Any wny, seeing that the white line is 
gone the barbed wire fence mayi I have suggested^ be disregarded, 
so far as my exeieise is concerned. It is rather a ticklish problem 
for the Superintendent and he is taking time h) consider it. 

The fact is I am an isolation prisoner. 1 must t;ot talk with any- 
body. Some of the Dharwsd prisoners are in this gaol, so is the great 
Gangadbar Kao of Belgaiim. Verumal Begraj. the reformer of Sukkur. is 
also in this gaol and so is Lalit, one of the Bi>mbay editors. 1 cannot see 
ai.y of them. AVhat hatm 1 can do to them if I live in their midst. I do 
lot know. They can ceitainly do me no barm. We cannot plot our 
escape. It will lie just the thing the authorities would relish if we did 
plot. If it is a question of infecting with my views, they are all 

sufficiently inoculated. Here in the gaol f could only make them more 
enthusiastic aliout the spinning wheel. 

But if I have mentioned my isolation to you. it is not by way of 
complaint. I am happy in it. By nature I like solitude. Silence plesscH 
me. And I am aUe to indulge in studies which I prize but which 1 was 
fjound to neglect outside. 

But not all prisoners can enjoy isolation. It is so unneoessaty and 
ui.lniman. The fault lies in the false classiBcation. All prisoners are 
practically giouped together and no Siiporiiitcndent, however humane he 
may be, can iHissibly do justice to the variety of men and w^omeii that 
come under his custody and care, unless be lias a free hand. There 

fore the only thing he does is to study their iKMlies to the entire iiegicc t 
of the man within. Add to this the fact that the gaols are lieing prosti- 
luted for iH)litical ends so that )N)Iitical iiersecutiori follows a [lolitical 
pt isonef even inside the prison wail. 

I must finish the picture of niy gaol life by giving you the routine. 
The cell itself is nice-- quite clean and aiiy. The fiermiasion t4) sleep 

outside is a blessing to me being iiserl to sleeping in the open. I rise 
at 4 a. m. for prayers. The Ashram |>eoplc will be interested to know 
that 1 recite the morning verses unfailingly and sing some of ihos*^ 

hymns 1 have by heait. At 6-90 A. M. I commence my studies. No 
light is allowed. As soon therefore as one can read, I oommeiioc work- 
It sto|ie at 7 P. M. after which it is impomible to read or write with 
cut ailificial light. 1 retire at 8 P. M. after the usual Ashram prayer. 
My studies include reading the Kurati, Kamayaiia by Tulsidas, books on 
Christianity given by Mr. Standing, study of Urdu. These literaty studies 
re<;nire six henna. Four hours are given to band spinning and carding. 
At first 1 gave only 90 minutes to spinning when 1 had only a I inuted 
supply of slivers. The authorities have kindly given me some oottmi. 
It is exceptionally diity. It is perhaio a good training for a begiiiiier tti 
catdiiig. 1 give one heur to eaidirg and three to apintiing, Anasuyatiai 
7 
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jiaw MagMilal Gandhi have sent slivers. I would like them to stop 
INUdMic siiver« but one of them may send good clean cotton, not more 
timl two pottiKls at a time. I am anxious to make my own slivers. 

I think that every spinner should learn carrling. 1 was ""able to card 
one lesson. It is harder to practise but much easier to loam than 
spiimiiig. 

'coming nbarkr to god’ 

This gpitiniiig is growing on me. I see daily to be coming nearer to the 
jiooreHt of the ijoor and t<j that extent to God. I regaid the four hours 
to be the most profitable part of the day. The fruit of my labour is visible 
before me. Not an impure thought enters my mind during the four 
hours. The mind wanders whilst I read the gecta, the Kuran, the Kamayana. 
Jlut the mind is fixed whilst I am turning the wheal, or working the 
Ik)w. 1 know that it may not and cannot mean all this to everyone. 

1 have so idontificMl the spinning wheel with the economic salvation of 
pauper India, that it has for me a fascination all its own. There is a 
serious c<itn petition going on in my mind between spinning and carding 
on the one hand, and literary pumiits on the other. And I should not 
be Murprisod if in niy next letter I rejmrt to you an increase in the 
Jiout's of spinning and canting. 

i Mease toll Maulaiia Al>dul Bari Sahel) tint 1 ex[) 00 t him to com- 
pote with me in spinning which ho informed me ho hid just taken up. 
ilis example will lead many to take up this great iH^cupation ^is a duty. 

M'ho Ashram iK*oplc may be informed that I hi>^e finished the priin 'r 
I )iroinisod to write. I pn^sumc that 1 shall be perfiiiltcd to send it 
to them. I hope to be able to overtake the religious primer 1 pro- 
mised to write as also the history of the struggle in South Africa. 

liisteiul of three for the sake of convenience, I am taki/ig two 
meals only here. But 1 am taking quite enough. The Superintendent 
is otfiuiiig every coriveiiiciice in the shape of food. For the last three 
days he has procured for mo goat’s milk, butter, and I expect in a 
<lay or two to bo baking my owui chapatis. 

I am allowed tivo perfectly new w'arm heavy blankets, a coir mat 
and two sheets. A pillow' has been added since. It w’os hardly neces- 
sary. 1 used IxMiks or my extra clothing as a pillow\ The lat^r has 
lieen added as a result of the conversation with Kajagopahichari. There 
is piivacy fur bathing which is allowed daily. A sepamte cell is allowed 
as a work loom whilst it is not otherwise reiiuirod. Sanitary arrange- 
ments have l>ecu made |)crfect. 

Friends thcrofoi'o need not worry about me in any way whatsoever. 

1 am as happy as a bird. Nor do I think 1 am doing less useful service 
hero tluin outside. To be here is a good discipline for me and separation 
from co-workers was just the thing required to know whether we were an 
-organic whole or whether our activity was one man’s show^a nine day’s 
wonder. 1 have misgivings. 1 have therefore no curiosity to know 
is happening outside. And if my prayers are true and from a humble 
heart, they 1 know are infinitely more efficacious than any amount of 
meddlesome activity. 

1 am anxious about Das's health. 1 shall always have cause lor 
ci^phiint against his good partner that she did not keep me informed of 
his health. MotilaQi’s asthma, I hope, has left him. 
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Do please persuade Mrs. Gandhi not to think of visitiiiK me. Uev^n 
created a scene when he visited me. He could not VmK)k the idea of niirt; 
standing in the Superiiiteiidont's office when he was bi'ought in. The proia} 
and sensitive boy burst out weeping aloud and it was with difficulty I rcstratuod 
him. Ho should have realised that i was a prisoner and i\» such I had m 
right to sit in the presence of the Superiiiteiideiit. S(>ats might aiul should 
have l»een offered to Ktdagoiialachari and Devdas. But I am sure there wan 
no discourtesy intended. 1 do not suppose it is usual for ihe Suponntemleiit 
to supervise such interest. But in my cas*> evidently he wanted to run 
no risks. I would not like the scene to repeatoil by Mrs. Gandhi, nor do 1 
want a s|>ecial favour to be done in iny ease by a seat being offered. 
J)ignity, I .aTn sure, consists in iny standing. AjmI wo innsf yet wnir for a 
while before the Biifish people iiatundly and heaiiily extend that delieato 
courtesies to us in every walk of life. 1 am not at all anxious to have 
visitors and 1 would like friend.s and rciatiims to restrain themselves. 
Business visits nuiy always Iv*' paid under eiiru instances atlvei*sc or v)thi»rwiHC. 

1 hope Chhotani Mian has tlistrilmied the spinning wheels donated by 
him among {KM)r Musssalnian women in l*aiiehmabals, Kasl Kliaiidcsb .and 
Agra. I forget the name of the missionary liwly who wiote to me 
from Agra. KnsUslas may remember. 

1 shall finish the rnlu manual. I wmild tnize a gcHsI Urdu dietioiuiry 
and any Injok you or Dr. Ansar i may ehoose. 

J lease tell Shuaib 1 am at ease aUiut him. 

I do hope you ifio keeping well, lo Iu>pe that you are not over- 
working yourself is to hope for the inn>ossible. I can tlierefore ioily pray 
that GckI will keep you in health in spite of the stndn. 

With love to every one of the w’orkers. 

Vonrs sinceiely 

M. K. GaislhL 

II -IMMSONKirS l»K(n KST. 

(From Fiisoiier No. 8677). 

Ti> The (tovenimeiit of llombay. 

M'ith reference to the Government «»iders passed on tnisimer's letter 
Ui Halym Ajiir.U Khan, a friend of prisoner, and retui iiiitg the saiil letter 
to prisoner with eeil^iin reiiiai ks in the said orders rei«l out t4i jirisoner 
by the Suieriiitendeiit Yerowila gt»;d. prisoner No. 8677 begs to say that 
on application to the SuiM'riiitendeiit for a ropy 4»f the said ouleis, ho 
says ho has no authority to give prisoner a cotu' thereof. 

I’risoiier w*ould like t-o possess ;i ropy of the sahl orders and semi 
one to friends so that they may know nialer what cireurnsfaneos pnsoner 
has been unable to scfid t<» friemls a letter of welfare. PriHOiier hereby 
applies for instrurtioii t4t the Superintendent to give him a copy of tho 
said orders. 

Kegardiiig the oniers. so far as prisoner i'ecf»llects and uiKlerstamls 
them, ^6 Government bas<* their refusal to send prisofier's letter to its 
destination on the grtmnrl that as (i) the letter contains reference to 
prisoners other than prisoner hiinself, ami (ii) the letter is likely to 
give rise to {Nilitical eontiovcrs)'. With regarrl to the first grouiifl^ 
lyrtsotier submits that the latter fxnitains no references that are tioh 
strictly relevant to prisoner's own |>ersoiial eofiditioii and welfare. 
With regard to the second grotiiKl prisoner respfSctfuUy contends 
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Ihal l^ poMibility of a fmUie controvert can not to a valid gproutid to 
4^Hte a pri of the right of aending a quarterly letter of wellaro 
M fritoda ar.d relativea. The implication of the ground is in priaonei^a 
€pil4bn dangeroui in the extreme ; it being that an Indian prieon ia a 
gamret depaitment. Prisoner conteiida that Indian priaona are an open 
depailment sulncct to onticiam by the public in the same manner 
aa any other departments. 

Pnaoner conterda that hia said letter is atrictly one containiiig in- 
foimhtii II legaiding hia peiaonal welfare. Reference to other prisoners 
were neeessaiy to complete the ififoimatioii. Prisoner would gladly correct 
mia-atatcment or exaggeration if any be discovered to him. But to send 
the letter in the mutilated manner suggested by the Government would 
le to give an erioiieous idea of hia condition to his friends. Unless, 
theiefoiCi the Government will forwaid piisoner’s letter subiect to such 
conectiors that may be fouid necessary, prisoner has no desire to 
exeicise the right of seiding to fiiei.ds a letter of welfare which right 
l^ecomes of douVitful value under the restrictions imposed by the Goverir 
xnent under the said orders. 

Yerwoda gaol, v M. K. Gandhi. 

12-5-22. Prisoner No. 8677 

III— MY FIRST AND LAST 

Yerv'oda gaol, 

12-5-22 

Hear Hakimji, 

1 wrote to .you on 14th April a long letter giving you full infoinr 
atioii alout myself. It contained messages among others to Mrs. Gandhi 
aid Devdas. Ihe Government have Just jiassed orders refusing 'to send 
the letter unless I would remove material parts of it. They have given 
grounds for their decision, but as a copy of the order has l>een refused 
to me. 1 caniot send them to you nor ran I give you the grounds so 
far as 1 recollect. 

I have wiitteii to the Govertimenl questioning the validity of their 
giGunds ai d ofleiiiig to correct mis-statement or ei^geratioii in my letter 
if any is discovered to me. I have told them tpo that if I cannot 
acid my letter without mutilation, 1 have no des^ to wnte even re- 
gulation letters to fiiends, which then become of doubtful value. Unless, 
therefore, the Government revise their decision t^ia intimation must be 
my first and last fiom the gaol to you or other friends. 

IV-THRFJi: MATTERS PF-NDING 

To— The Sni>erintendeiiti Yerwoda Central Gaol. 

Sh, 

There ai*e regarding myself three matters {tending for some time. 

(1) In May last I wrote to my friend Hakim Aimal Khan of 
Delhi the usual quatterly letter. The Government declined to forwarrl 
it unless I cut out portions oljeoted to by them. As I considered the 
poitions strictly relevant to my conditmn in the gaol I could not see my 
way to remove them and I respectfully notified to the Government that 
1 did not propose to avail myself of the privilege or the right of sending 
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fotit^ mil^ kkn a lutt detor^ttiw 

itiM titte T wi^ bnef fatter to iny Ifto 
^’uybt$ the letter 1 had vrfateo jb diaaliowad and tl^ 1% 

did Ml pfopoee to write any fatter regarduig my welfare mileaa the 
4Qoeeiiimeiit removed the reetrktion impoeed by them. Thia aeeotid 
letter too the Government have dedined to send. It fa this eeeond 
letter whidi I have asked should be returned to me aa the first has been* 

(fi) Alter having received permfaaion from Col. Dalsiel to write a 
vemaeular primer and the assurance that there would be no oljjection to 
my sending it to my friends for publioatioii, I wrote the primer and gave 
it to Cd. Ddfsiel for despatch to the address mentioned in the eoverifHir 
letter. The Government have declined to send the primer to the ad- 
dress given, on the ground that> prisoners cannot be permitted to piibifab 
l)Ooks whilst they are serving their term. 1 have no wish to see my 
name on the primer as publisher or author. If the primer may not he 
iwblidied even without my name being connected with it in anyway, 1 
would like it returned to me. 

(3) The Goveniment were pleased to notify that I could l>e allowed 
lieriodicab. 1 therefore asked for peimfasioti to send for the "Times 
of India'* weekly, the "Modern Review"— a high class Calcutta monthly, 
and the " Saraswati a Hindi magasine. The last named has been 
kindly allowed. No decision has yet lioeii received regarding the other 
two. 1 am anxiously awaiting the Government decision about them. 

12th August *32 • M. K. OANI>HI 

Other Correspondence. 

Of tb« other Jail letters published by the Mabstma in March last, 
tits iiollownig are given here as tiiey redect bis personal treatment in Jail. 


BAS ON VISITOKH. 


To Tht! gu(irrintviulent, Vcralit Ortlral Jail. t0«|2-22 

Hir, Vi u wm* gootj onuugti tii tvll nu* iimt of thoM* wlwi hs<i rctTnlly sp|>)uil for 
iM^rtupwiiou to t>w!, me, Patwlit Nelirtt ami Hakim AJuial Khan ami Mr. 

Magahial Gamihi wvm refuiitn) tienntMiimi lo M?f; nit*. 

Mr. iiagaiilal tHndhi in a Tory near ivlalivo of mim», hoicis my fioaor of 
attonu7 ami in charge i«f niy agriiuliuisl snU lianil-wpaviitg ami liamt-i«(»iiiiiiiiK 

oxfiei'iineiifH aiai in Hi c'ok' rottch with tny work amimg ilie ciepmNierl ela>»M*^ 

PamlHii ami Hakimji an-, ImismIch UMiig voiiUcai to-workem, iiertoiiai frieiul-i 
itirtsrmeil in my well-lieiiig, 

I shall lie obligwl if vou will kimlly aKvitaiu from the Governnu-tit the j-cawm* 

for the rtrfttfial to PamlH *Mfititai >>hrtt« Hakifn}i, aiul Ms, Maganlal Oamllii. 

I Mwenre that iimler the priwii regwhUiouti gt>veniiiig iitterviewti wiili prifiofteJ •% 
all the three getii!lemf*ii iiaerHil afnitre apfrwr lo U: eligiltle an vJeiiori. to tlmir 
frimiK 

1 woabt like too to kmw, if I may, what iIm* aovenimeni wiiOiiwt art' rcgardltig 

iaiervtewe witb me ; whom I may ami may not eec ami wIsAlier I may wtseiet* 

Hironmulcii from the permitted vmiforfi on noo-fN>litical topics or activities with 


which I stti oonnectecl, - 


M. K, GA>:rmi 


To Tlic gopeiiiitemlcitt, Veroila Centiat Jail IdWf 

girA Tctt were good enoiigli to tell ne yeMerday thss the tniipeotcr 
refdiwi to my ktlar of the SOtli December Uwt to tim WBeet 
ihseidiais regsntiiig tatcrvwwa by reUdioiio smi friends within tmaw of fehf.^ p^ 
iignMima .governi^ suoli interriews, 

■ ■ 7g ■ ■ 



^ 'Mm-, ite'-liid'^.'to^^ ■.. tweaif ■■■ hMm ' 

Qa hmlatt nuMm ot i^^ 
liofe tfi faefitg aMttod to. m m Coiiieqiiciall^ , 

Mr. HftgMOftl CHiw^iy 

iiMit II year* oM aiid FmbhoiUu^ a lari about 1$ ^eaMfo^ Mr. Chba^tal 
iMn^ wbo Itfia c^ }n the pfaee at hit biUnir who wan ona of the aCflkauM *>hi 
wi^ #aa aillnilr applittl ar the prieort gate lor admies{(ui« Tba: the 

party that you iiarl no authority u* grant periDiffKion and that you were awaitiii|; 
rmly from the Goremoient to whom the original application wan w*ut by you. On 
MT, Magaulal Onn^hJ'e presaing, yon undorto^ to telephone to the iiwpeccor Oeheral 
wbOj loo, it fleemt could not grant the pro)«o«Hl interview atul my wife and pa^ 
had to go away di«ap|iOintci1. 

On the 27th u timo my wife udd me, you telephoned u» her saying that Tfm 
liad beard from the Goverumciit that she anti three others wh« were namoil tn^er 
original applieatlan (snihl nee mo. This therefore exclurled youngstm Badha anil; 
l^hhmlas. 


If you hatl the dit»cretion retainetl to. you, the whole of the oircaiasianoea 
narrated above ncetl rcvlHion. 1 feci sure iliat 1 have iu>t misuiulcrtitood my wile. 

Moreover, if your tlisca^tion ha<l lieen reuiined Badha and Pmbbudas could not 
have been eaclutltNl. 


I Nhall therefore lie ob'igetl if yon will enlighten me on the discrepancy butween 
the Oovernmeni’s reply aiul my wife's version, ami infonii me further— 

(1) On what gioniidH Patulit Modia^ Nehro, and Hakim Ajmal Khan ami Mr. 
Magaiila) GaruUii wen* excluded last year ? 

(2) Who will iiud who will luit 1 r* aPoweil to sih* me in future? 

(8) Whether at ihesc Interviews I may wHJcive information on tvm-political 
inattei's anil activities intlialcii aiul now being conducted by ipy various reinresentatives t 

Tlunjgh 1 will not j^rmit myself to believe tiial any itumiliation was intended, 
I venture to think tliat the treatment rcceivoil by them was iif fact humilJating. I 
should iva like a i^fictiiion <*f the unfortnnaU* occ*urrcno,e, ^ 

M. K. QAKDMI 


To The Huiwrinieiidciit, Yercxla Central jail. 2S'2*’B3b 

You were kind timugh to tell me toilay that you had heard (nun 
'v- meht In reply to luy letter of the 4th inst, and that the Government was set^ry for 
the inconvenience (hat was causeil to iiiy wife ami tiiat with rcfeivnce to the other 
]iarts of my letter, the Government could not disimss with a pri{K»ner the prison 
jegulations in ptnera'. 1 appreciate the expression of sorrow about the iiieonvenienct* 
<»iiiied to my wife ^ 

Begardiug the other \i»ri of the Government reply, I beg to state that i am 
well aware of the fact that as a prisoner 1 may iim. discuss the prison regulations 
an gtwera*. U the Goverumetit will re-read my letter of the 4th inst. tliey will 
discover that I hove not invited a general <ijscusHion of the regulations. On the 
nonttnry, 1 have merely ventured to seek lufonnation on the panioular applicatlAtt 
of eeilaiii regulaiions iu so far only as they bear on mj- future coniloct ainV wel&iv. 
I presume that a prisoner is emitl^ to seek and reocfve such information. 11 1 am 
to see my friends and wife in future, I ongltt to know vrbom 1 may or may 
% fO- as to avoid disappointnient or even possible humiliation, 

1 venture to make my position clear. 1. have the goal fortune to liav 

who arc ns «(ear tome as relatival^ I have cldldrcn being brougfa 
me who are like miy own ohlldten, 1 have associates itviiig uniler the saine root 
wt'lk me, and helping me iu sny various non-tsditicaV activities and expeiimentii 1 
could not, without doliig vio:«wse to toy most ch^ifdied sBiftimeuts, see my wife 
1 may not from time also see these friends, associates and .nhihii^ 1 JMO 

my wife not hi iny wife lait chiefly because she is my 

in my aeriviM Kor should 1 have any interest in seeing those I wisSMhi, if I 
may not ta^ to ihcin about my non-iSiHHehl activities. v' 

Ajpiin, I imi hatttialiy IhltuoiiiM la kitowi^ why Pamlit Moriial Me^ 

Khah Ihd Mt excluded. I should niulmmid 

eJtcluskm it they were tf they waiued 

me lor any polBical disdthnMih^ « they have hetot minded ^ 



m</mamttr:-iam wad ;M^«Mi)iBe«-:wl^^ .U€iYcm«M9^''::il;" 

teloilftM *«*l Jif^eolftte; . . ^ 


iy-. I vanth \m to «M;ti«t mit tMIfi* 

fh« OoVeniinAit taigr p(Mt «ii)r<moih<»y wiMh to tio {irMeva a( tlim iti(«rvl«^ 
moy takO 0li6Mi«lmiiii itouO tbeKcoit if iho Qovi*rtifiM»ni daem 
it nOo^^ But I may be dtOMtl If 1 u^ guanl «giiiu«t friefitiU otoi ntlatiYott 
|WiMs«ion lor ifMofw ovm^OiIo lirkon ivgtt^at'l<)tiK, I Uar« miw 
' loy and fiilly» oorreM|)oiHietiee commenctni on IIh! aOfk Utfiseiub^tr 

t orottlii Qf{^ the Govt, to tet m * Itavc an mriy, anti uiid^p!otaatio nii y« 

Noia. 


^ ^Thc reoait of the twreeptmtieuceV 'i*ays* the llahattu%, *ara« that th * GoYeriim*:'iit 
ut lattt gave their reason for prvdiititif the vj^ta referreii to, vix„ it was» in tbit frablbt 
intercut that the <oid viMts were inoiiihited but if in future 1 waimsl to ime anyboiiy in 
partioillar the Hupjrintcndent wa«i u» ec^ntl the name or naitim to the GOrerttm>»m. 1 
tiiay add that to tlie la^t moment the nnm^^H of a!) who watiUn) u> nee mt? hail to W 
Kutmitted to the Govenonent. In tipite of tlie Governmetii Htatcnient^ In my oane and 
tbogo who were in tiie iiaue? block with me, the Suix^rintcndetit hiui no dincretloii lo 
^raiit p3rmii»«ion to viftiio.-x, whioh he htul in the cane of all the other prinoiierw.' ] 


SPKOIAL TaKATMKNT, 

To Tm Hup 'rinloiuleiit, V’^eroda Central PriMOti. 

Sir, 

You tiave kimliy showeit me the n*gniation ohomifyinic certain simple imprlMonmeut 
p.ifiGners iu a sp^tal divieioii and to d mi that 1 am ho claoiiiaeii. In iny opinion 
tliere art! hard labour prisonera, liki; HeHi«rh. Kaitja'gi, JeraimlaH and BhaiiHa'i, who 
are 110 more crimina'H than 1 am, an>l wiio have enjoy ihI outaide a HtatUH probably 
Hopsffior to mine, ntul wli^ OA*naiuiy iiaw bicii ueed to a Rofler life than I have Cor 
yeaii. Whiiat theretore hucIi priiiouerH remain outeidv the Hpeoiai clMHiticatiou, much 
an I HhouUl like to tei'ail myAelf of nom; of the regulatioiiH, I am unable no ioiivaii 
inyiiil^^ audi 1 shouM bi g a^l if my name it* reinoviHl from itie apeciai diviHion. 


the Governor of Bombay. Yt rufia Ceiiiml Priw.ii, ia^7>8ll. 


iBawJleim will, I iniHt, forgive m»* for recurring k> our crmverHatioii oi 
Monday last. The won* t think of what you said aijout the powers of the Goveriiiiieitt 
about framing regu atioiin and reilucing HentfoiccH, the more I f(*f*i tiwt you are 
mistaken. 1 muht eonfess that, ijehimi thff spiclai division regu'aifotiM, I have always 


r<ail not a sincire recognition of the neoesHlty of some such provision, but a re uctain 
am] iBierefore a mera papier cotioessKm to some |nthlic prcMsun*, Put if you are right 
III thi^iim tlinr. the tow giv^s you no«anrhority to spcclaMy classify rigortius iiapristnurtent 
prisOnerH^ to i^luoei Seiiteii^ 1 must rtfviia? iiiy view of the Govemincnt action atvl 
rid myself of tlic sttsptdoii about its motives, f hIiouVI iitoi to be able to do so, alt 
luore^ as you te!l me, you liave p« rsonally frauieil the n.'gnlatloiis in ijuestkm, J have 
always conshlcreil you to U* the tost larfmm to ilo things weak y or to appwr 
10 conciliate pubUtr seiitimeiir when you did iiot» wish to. 1 would bi? glad therefor*t 
to am] that yon exc.mlei] rigorou-^ impriHonmeiit prisoimrs from the tomdli of 
Vf^imtotions on y becausi* rhe taw rendered you hclpbss. 


But if your law oifi<x*rH arlvietf you that the tow itoes not prevent ymt, as you imagum 
It iUm^ 1 hope you u'ill do mie of the two thing** : 

0) Bitber wmoviv me and my eoltoagues tnrnithmctl to you by me fmm tin* i»psctol 
divtsiou or it) logwmtiy ttic ude in the H|ie(!:toi dfvtohm ihotM; rigorous inipriHOttment 
prtooneni who aw acenetouied to the iom! mode of life as wc are. 

I would ask Your Eaoe’fcncy to send for aiu) remi my leWer Isl May )aal^ 
addreHMed in t)m HttpeHn^ t;ogrther with tins. 

. Worn. 

.■■■■■'■■■- waa written as' a leeuit -^ visit., al which. ' i, .ilii(fC.aii!ieAv.:’''. 

wltli tiipL when he iue as to whether 1 had attythitHi to say, Mie HneMkWt hi f 
0ivtoto^f tn:d liim fn«ir^ the Hpt^r tHriidon 

y were- - des%ited' merely - to ..deoelvc. the: |mliBc 



tmtiMing to Iitseord potffcloitt/^ioikm 

Mi tbe Obvomor ;to?<l me with tlie gmeesi mmmnet 
tiiat he hhtl no omhority whot^p^er in law to britm rlgoaons Impiiminiient 
witbih tiNf imeolal^«^ Aiel erben I tetitiiieU to qab^tioit the booium^ of hie iegal 

kHOwMge he told me he ought to hmow m a» maob ai^' iie bad fitting the regular 
iioni hhitMelf. I w'a« anuuscd at the industry of a Oofernor who went w> much liito 
detidfa aa own to draw up iegu!atloiHi— a work that i» geneial>y left to legal 
officwira. A.thoogb my kiiowloilge of law haa lK:ooiiie%^ lack of uw*^ ine^te 
Of the authoritative manner in which the Qovenior apokc 1 coiild * iiot 
jHinmcile myeeSI to the fact iliai the law had given the Oovemment powcra to 
apccfa: y clawdy only imprfHimneiit, and nor iiatirl labcmr ivriwmera, and tliat 

it gave no. diijoretiou to * ilir Uovjprumimt to tciiuce sentences. Hence the foregoing 
The rep'y received tvaw that H. £. waw miarakcii about the law atul tliat 
the Oovenimem bail the nee<ii«aiy iM>wera, hut tliat in spite of that discovery be 
<*ouM not: Mcr bis way t<» the rt^ulations so as to iiiclmle all po:itk»] 

prisoners whether uiid4«rgniug simpb> or rigorous imprisonment. My suapicioii therefore 
tliat the t^fiCcial llivisum Regu ations were a merr eye*wasb became, I am sorrow to 
say, conflimed. M. K. U,j 

inSSTRlCTfON 01*’ VlHITOllS. 

1*0 The Mu)K‘t‘iuteiHU'nt Y. (\ P., &>!t 23 . 

Kii‘ 

With iviftetiri to the itaiueH r<eia to the iloveiiimeiit c»f certain visitors intaitding 
to see me, .yon liuvi* to-duy informed me that the Uovemnumt liave now ilecmcii to 
rrstrict ilir iiiimliej- of visitors to lie permitteil to sec me to two, aiul that of the 
riHniis sent on y Narainlas and D<*va<taM Gandhi may Ik? {lermittcil to see me 

for this ouartei's intm'iew. 

As the Goverumeiil have hitheiio tiermitted me to receive five visitors, I must 
<*oiifess that th(? prt'ts^iif ti«x:iHion lias come uixm me as 14 surprise. But 1 w*elcome 
llic ilecisimi in as much as tiiey have refusetl to grant similar (Kwmission to my 
colleague, Mr. Yagnik, who is kept in tlm same h!ock wifh me. Hart it not 
uppeartsi graceless, 1 vvouhl myself hav<? waived the facility which I saw ^'as 

exclusively allowwl 10 me. ^ %$■ 

The case however of restricting the permission of^y to Mesitrs Kai«f|di^|pi 
Devfiflas Gandhi stands <iu a difEenmt footing. If it nKuns that heucef(Aljbli£^ 4 ia 
not to sc<? any hut such bVoil relations only as may be alloweil, 1 ttia|tW»iy 
^vjnyHelf the usual privilege uf receiving visitors tw*)cc every quarter. 1 hail tlKmght; 
thkY the qw'stioii of the qualifications of |ici>*ons who were to he fiermitted to see 
me was ile<?ideil once for all. 1 liave no ilesire to weary the Government by 
reiterating the argument contained in the previous eorresppndntcc on this suhiect. f 
oaii only state that the fbrt*e friends whose names have been. M 9 [i| to the GovcMpnenf 
fall under the category of thoiie who have |w.imftted fo see me since the 

<’orifspoiifkitr<‘ jvfcrml t<t by me. Ami if I iday not etie kke se ^cmls, **whona 1 
itigard in the Htme light as my blisid relations, I idust ail^ily not mreive any 
visitors at alt. 

I oliservc tluit the Government have taki?u over a fotinight to give the decision 
you have conveyed to me. May I a*.k now for an early -ilMisitm on this letter, so 
to avoid nnneecssary suspense both to iliose who arc eager to sec me ami to myself ? 



The Swarajya Party. 

The ongin of the Swarajists has been fully given in the hut 
of the Aiimial Register (see. 1923 Supplement pp. I— 8b Uit in viow 
of the fact that since January last the party has attained kiicccks after 
success and have fairly fulfilled what they promised to do in (heir Uhv 
election campaign, so that like the Zaghlulista in Egypt they have held th*> 
the eye not only of India but also of men in authority in England, their 
past history will l>ear rev>etition. It dates luck to the time of the iiifammu 
Chauri Chaura outrage in February 1922 when the whole country from Assam 
to Rawalpindi wus a raging sea of jiolitieJ unrest. In this losHing sea 
of human passions there was not that inspiration of supreme hive of 
suffering and idealism which Gandhi, the author of the niovciiient, 
fondly hoped to see. The i^ult was the awful tragedy of (Chauri 
followed by the mighty crush of the N C O prognunme IWdoli brought, 
deliberately by Gandhi himself. Hut .such a nughty movement could 
not be called off of a .sudden. An imporiaiit sO(»tion of the N-(**0 
wing, estKscially of Noithern India, recoiled on leader, and nowln 

as if to break away from him to launcli into Civil 1 >i.st)l>edioime at 

once. The arrest of the Mahatma. followed ))y a smitence of 

6 years, however, , came as too stunning a blow, atid the whole N CO 

canii> was shamed ifito keeping a .soi-t of integrity. Hut it was noi 

elfcetive, lifeless. The Hirdoli programme remained a dcjwl Ici.tci : th » 
more sirdent extreme wing of the party sat glum, the moderates aiuoiig 
them formally stuck to their great Ic;kdcr’.s last iniuiiction : “ H|»in anti 
spin.'* They did no't actually spin, but said that Mn'y were to and 

6ught to. Things Iriftod on like this for over (J niontliH during which 

time the great N. C.-O. (/oiigre.ss fiiganisation of 19‘Jl lapidly fell into 

pieces. 

When by the middle <*f the yoiir 192 2 Messrs. ( . lb Hji.s, Motilal 
Xehni and other leadens, ecntcncefl in the previous December for re 
fusing to honour H. II. II. the Pririee of Wales, were released from jail, 

they saw )»cfor€ them the plight of the (’ungims which they had 

themselves built up so la)K>riou.sIy by the sficrifico of ail that they 
were worth in life. Around them novr gathered tlie malcontent.s of 
February last who had opposccl tho lUnloli decision aral who now wanted 
to do their bit of suffering by Civil Disobcdicnee, tln^se vUmso ardour eould 
ill brook the patient education of the Hpinning wheel or the t^lious 
humdrum of the Haidoli Programme, and those who waritcM to shake 
off the general gloom and lethargy settled on the Iswly politic by some 

stimulating change in their suiTouiidings. 

A Civil iXisobcfliencc Enquiry Committee was thus stai1e«l with the 
object of finding out, by extonsive tours in the country and by taking 
evidences of leading Cougressinen in the far off districts, the preparml 
ness or otherwise of the country for any hirm of Civil Disohe^Iicnce. J?or 
3 months it thumped the country ntid the one thing that stoim to itn 
orodit was the retival in the general twliUoai outl.g.k which had noon 
up to then fast sinking into oblivion. It gave a decidedly now turn ana 
[ Tofac*p. 56, \ 



56(b) THE SWARAJ YA PARTY [Allahabad 

that vas the question of entering the CouncilB ivhich so long was taboo 
with the Congress. 

The Swarajya Party. 

The Civil Disobedience Committee afterwards turned into what has 
liumouTously l>een called a ** Congress Ihsobediencc Committee.'" It found 
that the country was unprepared for Civil Disobedience, but entered into the 
tiuestion of Council entrj\ The “ wreckom ” of I.aw and Order, if they 
were not well organised for Civil M8ol>cdiencc, could at least “wreck" 
the Councils and find in this an exhilarating occupation for their ardent 
vpints. I he rc|)ort of the Committee was unanimous in * respect of all 
Either matters but this ciuestion of Council entry found a strong opposition 
from throe of its signutones, viz. Dr. Ansari, Mr. Kajagopalachari, and the 
Jate Mr. Kasturiranga Iyengar, while the other three members of the 
Cominiltco, viz,, Pandit Motibil Nehru, Hakim A.imal Khan and 

Mr. V. ,1. Patel were equally strong in its favour. A great press 
rontrovorsy went on for sometime till the 1922 Congress mot at Gaya. 
Hero Mr. (<-. P. Das openly stood out for Council eiiti*y and a resolu- 
tion of Pt. Motilal for allow'iiig Congrcss'ineii to contest the elections 
was defeated by the great innjerity of the oithodox Congressmen who, 
under the lead of Mr. C. Pajagopalachari, still went blindly into wherever 
iJardhi’s name wculd take them. A greater follower of the Mahatma 
than Mr. Kajagopalachari there was none in the whole Congress Camp. 
'Iho invocation of the Mahatmas name broke the spoil of reason which 
Pt. Motilal ni.d Mr. Das biunght into the field. Mr. l>as at once tendered 
bis resignation uii<l took up the lead of the minonty. "J'his*k)kl step of a 
Congress President disavowing Congress mandate and leading a movement 
counter to it laiscd a huge alarm but Mr. i>aB remained firm and at once issued 
a manifesto forming a “Congress Khilalat Swarajya Paity", accepting the 
creed of the C/ongress, the iirinciples of non-co-operation, but with this 
4liffeience that the new pally wanted to capture the (k)unci]s which in the 
Imi.ds of their enemies were forging hourly instruments for their destructiuii. 
'I ho last Assembly ami the I’rovincial Councils ha<i boon a pitiable instrument 
ill the bards of the bureaucracy, and the Government, aided by their 
“ popular ” Ministers and the Moderates support, had with an awful 
iallousncfis and biutality infiicted horrible sufTerings on the nationals of the 
country. They scattered the spirit of the Refonns to the winds and used the 
Ministers as tools for fuither exploitation of the people Measure after 
measure of reaction was v^^ssod ; the »Sait Tax doubletb all popular measures 
istrangled, ai.d the sublime bureaucracy strutted like a colossus imposing 
lheirw illaHt.be law supreme. Into this citadel of “ Steel- frame, ' backed 
]tv the aimy of nnsoriipulous men who would sell their honour and that 
their family and country for the privilege of mere licking the boots 
of their masiets. their worst sycophants and debauched Indian vested 
uitorcsts, the go aheads of the country resolved to carry the war, to smash 
1’ if postsiblc, to undermine its strength otherwise, or at least to stop its 
i. lUix of strength from the degenerates of the country itself. 

After 8 months of an iutoinecine quarrel within the Congress, the now 
patty suci ceded in September 1923 to get a recognition from the Congre.ss 

in the next October launched out into a oamimign to capture the Councils 
;ii the forthcoming November elections. 
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THE OCXOBEft MANIFESTO 

The October Manifesti 


TIm Siraraiya Party limad Iba f^lowiag maii«fa«ie fvam A1lah«b»4 dalaA 
-.«r«^baf 14» 1923 ovar tha aignatura af Pandit Monlal N^linii Ganaral Sacfalary. 

' ^ Tlic prindpJca and policy to be followed by the Swaraj ya Party 
eia ite entry into the Legialative Aatefmbly and the Provindai CounciU 
Intre been sufficiently indicated in the programme oi the Phrty published 
tn^^ebruary last. The rdevant part of that programme is given below 
and it is only necessary to explain certain poin s and deal with certain 
^ aspects which the events of the last eight months have brought into ' 
piomiaence. * 

It will be convenient at the outset to make the position of the 
Swarajya Party in relation to the Indian National Congres perfeetty 
clear. It was declared at the earliest pjos^ible opportunity that It was 
a party witbin the Congress and as such an integral part of the CQtt« 
gfess. It is not and was never intended to be a rival organiaatioo 
and its promoters have always kept in view the essential prindples of 
Non-violent Non-co-operation as they understand them. This ^sition 
has now been made clear by the resolution oi the recent Special Session 
of the Congress which, while affirming these esaentiai principles, affords 
full opportunity of service to Congressmen who believe in carrying the' 
goi^ fight into the enemy's camp by entering the Courcils. It was 
our earnest desire to arrive at a settlement which would render it 
unnecessary to continue the separate organization of the Party by In- 
corporating it into the Congress as one of its variotn departments and 
subjecting it to the control of the general Congress Executive But 
this desire could, not be fulfilhd in view of the terms of the cempro* 
mise finally agreed upon and confirmed by the Spe^cid Session. It is 
obviously impossible to carry out the object in view without an effective 
organization to ccmtrol the proceedings of Congressmen who go into the 
Coundlg. The Swarajya Party must therefore continue to function as 
was clearly understood throughout the negotiations which ended so 
happily in the compromise adopted by the Congress. It need hardly 
be tinted out that the only right course open to Non-co-o{)erators 
who have so far opposed Council-entry and now desire to avail of the 
permission accorded by the Congress is to join the Swarajya Parly and 
subject themselves to its discipline. Any other course would not only 
be inepDSistent with the spirit of the compromise but would defeat the 
very object with which it was sanctioned by the Congress. It b the 
first and the foremost duty of the Swarajya Party to guard the honour 
and prestige of the Congress in snd out of the Councils and it cannot 
approve the conduct of those non-co-operating Congressmen who did not 
favour Council-entry before the resolution of the Delhi Special Congress 
and are now setting themselves up as independent candidates wi^out 
agreeing to submit to any discipl nc. Such conduct can only bring 
dbcredit on the Congress, and the so-called Independents cannot but 
be treated by the Party as outsiders. What they are doing is in cffi*ct 
counterpropaganda against the Party which is the very thing the 
Congress resolution was intended to avoid. It hoped 
receive no countenance from the Working Committee of the (.ongress. 

RKAL NATUan OF RBFoaiia. 

The Swaraiva Partv believes that the guiding motive of the Hrl^ah 
>. U » .bo EfS 

and that the so-called Relorme are a mere Wind to lorthrt the rtd 
l^retU oBder ibe pretence of granting raeponsiWe goverMBaat to lad h N 
ihe real object betog to continue the exploitation of the unUmited 

8 
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resources of the country by keeping lodiftiii pertnAoaiitly m A subser- 
vieot poaticp to Britain and denying them at home and abrnp4 the 
most elementary rights of citizenship. It is daily becoming iabundant]^^. 
clear that the British, while professing equality ol treatment, ate in 
practice subjecting the whole incJian Nation to humiliation And insult 
in all pans of the world where Hiirisb influence is suprensi* The Party 
notes with pr.de and satisiaction that the people of India tesolv^. 
to submit no longer to the national humiliation imposed upon Aham 
by the autocratic will of iheir lir«ttsh rulers and in full coacu|rei|ce 
with the Congress oaprcsscs its emphatic opinion that Indians have no 
option but to continue to carry on a policy of progressive tton*violent 
Non-co-operation with the piesent system of Government nntii It is 
tadically changed in accordance with the will of the people expmssed 
through the.r chosen representatives. 

Whilst the Swaraj ya Party is convinced that it is absolutily 
necessary to keep in view the various stages of non-co-operation and 
believes that by entering into the legislative bodie • it wi 1 materia ly 
help the general campaign of non-co-operation, it realises at the same 
time that there are true nationalists in the country who, without 
agreeing with the principle^ of non-co-operation, are in sympathy with 
the Party programme so far as it relates to Councils. With such 
nationalists the Party has no quarrel It is open to them if they 
sign the Congress creed to join the Council section ol the Party with- 
out identifying themselves with the activities of non-co*operators out* 
side the Councils by giving the requisite undertaking required by the 
Party from all its members who stand for election. A country engaged 
\n freedom's battle must mobilize all available forces and a national 
soldier flt to serve in the National Army need not be discarded simp.y 
because be is unfit or unwilling to serve in the National Navy and 
Air Force as well. He must, however, submit himself to the discipline 
ol the particular department of the nat.onal orgaoizaiton which he electa 
to enter, it will be observed that the wotds used in Article V of the 
Programme of the Party copied below are **Nationai8t candidates" and 
not " Party members as candidates." Any nationalist who subscribes 
to the creed of the Congress and to the Council policy ol the Party 
cau therefore be set up by the Party as its candidate and will not 
Ihiereby become a member oi the Party for any other purpose. He 
;%ill however be bound by ail the rules which may be framed, by the 
f' Party to regulate the conduct oi Party members of the Councils* Some 
mis-appreheosioo exists in the public mind as to the exact nature oi 
the Congress creed which an intending candidate who is not already 
a member of the Congress is expected to sign. It is nothing more 
than "the attsinmeiit of Swarajya by the people of India by ali 
legitimate and peaceful means" and bis no reference whatever to 
non-co-operation which the Congress has adopted by resolutions passed 
at its periodical and special sessions, such resolutions being no part oi 
the Cr^« The foim of the underfakiog required is given below. 

ISSOB BBVOIUI TBB BLBCTOSATBS 

In the published progiamflie the immediate objective of the Party 
is Stated to he "the speedy attainment of full domiclon status" which 
is explained to mean " the right to frame a constitation adopting each 
maobinery ahd system as are most suited to the conditions of the 
country and the genius of the people." it is essential for the self- 
realisation of a people to be free to exercise their natural and inherent 
right to determine and adopt a system of Government most suited to 
their civilisation and their cberiahed traditions. When sneb a system 
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has beea folly evolved it caoaoi be very different frbm the Swaraj ya 
wfaieb # the oUimate goal of nationaimt India. The Immediate object.ve 
Hi the party must necessarily be something latlihg short of complete 
^Bwasajya and it is therefore referred to la the programme as the securing of 
the "right to frame a coostitution *' as distinguished from the "fully 
evolved cQH^titntion " itself. The words "dominion status "are used ia 
their well understood technical sense to convey a dehaicc idea of the 
natuwe of the constitutioa to the minds of English statesmen and jurists 
and are not intended to mean any special form of Government cstab- 
HAed in any particular dominion. It is evident that before the old 
order of things can give place to the new the authors of the ne# 
order must have an efiective control of the old. In other words, as 
a necessary preliminary to the right to frame their own constitutum 

of Swarajya the people of India must obtain an effective control of 

the existing machinery and * system of Government. To remove all 
doubt and speculation in the matter the Swarajya Party therefore | 
declares that it will contest the forthcoming election.^ on the broad basisj 
of the incontestable right of the people to secure such ef!iH:tive control.^ 
It will not concern itself with trivial reforms in the various departments 

of the administration to be obtained by the grace of the Goveromoot 

but will insist on a transference of the power to efiect the necessary 
reforms from the bureaucracy to the peo^e themselves. Long lists of 
grievances have been set forth in the election manifestoes of certain 
parties and individuals, but the means suggested for their redress have 
no lascinaiion either lor the Swarajya Party or, as it firmly buheves, 
for the peop'e of India. The Swarajya Party will not lay itself out 
to secure famine ration for the poUtii^ly famished people of India but 
will devote ad its energy to provide them with a feast of substantial 
rights of ettiaensbip which is their due. On questions like the sa't tax, 
certification and the Kenya betrayal the Party has no faith in halting 
measure^ of the nature suggested in certain quarters but believes in 
the complete eradicatio t of a system which makes such atrocities possible 
as the only remedy. Under existing conditions the Party considers it 
an abuse of the suffrage of an l^ian electorate on the part ot its 
representatives to engage in such questions as the readjustment of the 
powers and duties of the Secretary of State, the C^vernroent of India, 
the Provmcial Governmeuts, and various other officials. The Swarajya 
Party ipaintains that the powers those function ines exercise vest in 
the people by right and can only be properly exerci«ed by their 
representatives. 


TUB NATIONAL OEMAND. 

The demand to be made by the members of the Party on entering 
the Legislative Assembly will therefore in effect be that the right of \ 
the people of India to control the existing machinery and system cil 
Government shall forthwith be conceded and given effect to by the 

B'itish Government and the British Parliament It is no aniwer to this 
demand to say that the Government of India has no power un ler the 
Act to entertain it. We know it has not and we do not a«<k it to 
find some power within the four comers of the Act to deal with it. 

It has Indded nothing whatever to do with the forms prescribed for 
resoltttioas, or other motions or with the Act itMif. We take the 

position ot the Govemmeot of india to be predsely what the late 

Ijord Moiley saij, \u, it was that of an agent of the Btiibh 

Cabinet. Ihe demand will be addressed to the principal through the 
accreditvd ngeot as soon as practicable after the results of the eleClloni 
are declared and before the Legislative session begins. In such manoor 
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•ami form as tha idectcd mstnberi of tbe Party may datefasine/ It 
will in its mitore be an ofier of certain terms which it wUI be for 
the agmit to accept or refuse on behalf of the priocipat or take^eicdi 
other actiofi Ihefeeon as be may be advised. 

The attitude of the elected members of the Party in the Ass^bly 
and the Counci's will depend on the action taken by the Government 
on the demand formulate by them on the lines indicated abov^ Jt 
the right itself is conceded it will be a matter for negotiation befflreen 
the Government and ,tbe Nationalist member in the Assembly as to the 
manner in which the right is to be given effect to. But in the event of 
the Goyemmenc refusing to entertain the said demand or. alter agreeing 
to do so, offering terns which are not acceptable, it shall be the duty of the 
nembera of the Party elected to the Assembly and the Provincial Con ncila. 
If they constitute a majority, to nsort, in the words of the Party 
Programme, to a policy of uniform, continuous and conatetent obstruction 
with a view to make Government through the Assembly and Councils 
impossible*' The objection that the Government will not have sufficient 
time between the date on which demand la made and the opening Session 
of the legislature to consider it is met by the publication of this manifesto 
which indicates c early the essential features of the demand and copies 
of which arc being forwarded to the India Office and the Government 
of India. There is ample time between now and January 1924 for the 
Government to be prepared to make up its mind at least as to whether 
it will dismiss the demand summarily or try to arrive at a settlement. 
In the former case the course to be adopted by the Party members of the 
Assembly and the Councils has been clearly indicated above In the 
latter it will be easy to arrange the terms and conditions on which the 
negotiations are to proceed. 

aiLATlON TO OTBBR POLITICAL PAMTIBS. 

The Swarajya Party desires to make it quite dear to ;the ofher 
political parties in the country and the people at large Ibat it tg pledged 
to obstruction against the Government and not against any other party 
in the Legislature. It will not be ioconsitent with its principles to support 
a non-official measure introduced by any other party or groop of members 
if such measure is opposed by the Government. It shall also be alw .ys 
open to members of the Party to accept on such terms and conditions 
as are likely to promote the general policy of the Party, a * jbonafide 
invitation from any other party or group pi members of the Legislature to 
join the latter for the purpose of dq|teting the Government on any non- 
official measure opposed by the Government, or on an official mea^'ore 
opposed by the inviting party or |pbup of members. In event of 
the members of the Swarajya being in a minority they will accept 

such invitation only when they form a majority of thp Legislature 
concerned along with the inviting party or group of members. The 
Swarajya Party expects all other parties and elected Indien mmbers 
in the Ass mbly or the Councils to support it whole-heart dly in the 
initial demand set out above and to that end invites their Assistance and 
eo^oporatioo in formulating and presenttog it. It is impossible to con- 
ceive that there can be any serious differences between true nation- 
alists to whichever p^riy they may belong as 10 the g^eral attitude 
they aught to take in the Assembly and the Council towards a pyatem 
of Government which stand* whtAly discredied in the eyes of ail 
classes of Indians. 

The agriculturist of India needs no assurance of the unswerving loyalty 
of the Swarajya Party to tii cause* He is the back^bone of the 
country and the mainstay of the whole Congress movement. It baa 
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|>ib* M beUcwM to Ida. Tk« Swaivjyft would miaeimliljr- 

& tts prlamiy duty if it did set moke Ute bettotoMut of Ido 

dqdetsble coadUioo its flttt aad fore-uMOt coaeoro. Jt io u lw|m 
ci ibe tines tbtt be is lolly oonviiieed that bit ftlvaikm does 
sot lie hi tbe tcnporaiy beoebts which s ^^benigs** Govenneat to 
iifcely to confer or wdl^nesaisg friends are exp^ed to fsin. He 
believes in Swartjya as tbe only remedy for bis manv ills and Icnows 
that bis psrtv is tbe party which strives lor notbinf wiort of Swarajya. 
Ibe case with tbe toodewning classes is however different and It has 
to be noted with regret that the tongue of slander bae of late been 
note than usually busy to estrange them from the Swarsjya Party. 
All sorts cl fancilnl stories are being drcolated to the prejudkto of 
the PSity. The Svsrsjya which the Party aims at it represented as 
Kmelhing vbich has no place whatever for this ancient order the 
members cf ahich have In the past fmnithed many a brilliant chapter 
to the histoiy of tbe coontiy, and even in these degenerate days nave 
a nember cl ardent naticnsliits among them. Ihe Party can only 
appeal to these latter to set at rest tbe doubts and misgivings oi 
ibetr^leaa enlightened brethren by explaining to tbem the obviona 
feet that those who desire to help in tbe building up of Swarajrn 
cannot possibly dream of such madness as to undermine tbe very 
fenndations of secUty as it has existed for bnndieds of years tn 
India by trying to eliminate an important and influential cUts 
V from it. True it is that tbe F^rty stands lor justice to tbe tenant 
tut poor indeed will be tbe quality of that justice if it iovolves any 
injustice to the laudloid. Ihe Party believes that it is only by serv* 
ing the true interests of both that it can And a aedid base for 
Swarajya and is pledged to stand by the one as firmly is by the 
ether in its hour of need. It welermes nstionslist Zemindars who 
intend* contesting the elecMons ss cemrsdes in arms if they will only 
agree to avail of tbe many opportuaitiei for co-operallon with the 
nny which they are bound to have within tbe limitations of their 
well-*kaown disabilities. As has already been stated, the Swarsjya 
Seciloa of the Party is open to all who wlii satisfy the very slmpie 
condhions to which uo true nation^ist can have any possible obiec* 

lion. For reactiooafles, whether they are Zemindars or others, the 

Party* has no sympathy whatever. 

There are certain other points which have formed the subject of 
enquiry but it is obviouily impossIMe to go into further details in 
this manitesto. Much will depend upon tbe circumtUnces which will 
arise alter the elections are over. It will then be for tbe elected 

members to dscids what cx>urse to adopt keeping in view tbe prin* 
oples dT noo-viol^t non-oo-oparation, ' The Pa^ hopes and trusts 
that its Members will be resourceful enough to meet alt eventualities. 

Hostile lofluencei. 

These are ihe broad lines of work udiich tbe Party has laid out 
lor hsell. How far it wilt meet with success depends on the supf^t 
It receives from the public lo geuerul and the eieetoraM In particular. 
As Is weIPknewn, it itarte on the campaign with a heavy handicap. 
M^y of its best men have been disqualified by the Oovanimeat 
Irani voting ©■ •tuKliog lot election fof no other cHno thMi 
love lor tlirir eoimtrr. Crippled u it hoe thu, hcoonne. it tan ewtyv 
had m free hand ta the natter of the forth'eoniiig irieetfOM Uprn 
tbo laet Special Seutoa ol the Coogren. Many othar tetuaacaa, vhava 
baaa at work agaiact it which it it aaadlara ty aatac Halo «i ik* 
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M Ms coutttrftiieft mid vUI M iip<stoin«^ 

W ol tfce difqiiiUacidloii ui^tif iiasoied 

them. By doisg to the Perly ofiere the Goeefontmit sn op^a* 
my to femove thoie dieqoalifieatioiis mid make the e{ect^oa » fyir 
tett of the real feeing in the country Bat if the Goyemni^t, mhich 
hwti pf baviog coocMed a sub^tantihl measure of res|Kiasible Coveni- 
ineat to the people oi India, cannot have the courage to adi^| mp^ 
'Of tried merit and uodoubted patriotism into the L^tdaturei of :WO 
country, it atauda aelf-condemoed. The Party fu’ly trasta that the 
people will ataud by it in electing its caodilatea and thereby helpr 
iog to expos* the fraud practised during the last three years in 
dheir names* Detailed instructions in thi> bebaU will ioUoWt ' 


ANNEXURE A. 

BxTiacTs raoM thi PaoaaaiiMa of tei Swatiji a PaaTT* 

l.•*Tba goat of the Party ii the attainment ol Bearaiyn. 

III. — The Immediate nbieotite ot tba Party ii the epeedy attainment *01 fill 
Oomittioa ftetne, that ie» the eeonrlng ol the right to frame a Oonititnlioa adot»t. 
ing enoh machinery and ayetem ai are molt eaited to tho eondittona of the oeantry 
4iDd to the geniof of the people. 

IV. — The Party will formnlate a dednlte programme of organliing and imireel- 

ing the eleotore H the Lifiilatarei in dm eonntry. # , 

V. ««The Party wilt set np Kationallet oandidatei tbmaghont the oonniry to 
^muteit and eeoore the aeata in the Legielatlfe OonnoiU and AMembty at the forth- 
coming genaral eUotlona on the following haali:— 

(•) They will, when they am eleoted, preieat on behalf of tho oonntry lie 
legitiamto demande ae formniated by the Party, ae eoon a< the oleetloae are over 
Ami aib for their aooeptanoe and fulSlemnl, within a raavonable Ume, by the 
‘devinuMnt. ' ' 

(b) tl the demande are not granted to the eatiifastion of the party, oonulon 
*witt then nriee for the elected memhere bdonglng to the Party to aiopi a pdiey 
of aullorm, oontinneni and ooneietent obttrnetien within the Oonnotte with a view 
to make Qcvernmeat ihroogh the Oonnoile Impmalble bat bjlore aiopting enoh a 
pbiloy the fepretentatitee ot the Party in the Oonnoile witt, it umeMary, etreagthea 
Ahemeelvee by obtaining an espreie mandate of the eleotoratei in thie behalf. 

(Q) Detailed faetraotioni in thie b^alf will be given by the Paiiy after the 
olaotione am over, 

(d) In no oaee will any member of the Party aiorpt oflloe. 

ANNEXURE B. 
aCiEBsai’ FoaE or Dmoiitakino. 

I, ...of 

being • member ot the SwarAjyn Party of toe Indian National 

€ongrom, do hereby ofiet myeelf ae a cpididato on behalf of the eatd party lot 
elaetion to the Legielattve Amembly (or Coonoil) from the Oooititaenpy ot 

... ...and dtoiam that If my candlda^nre It approved by the General (^nml 
(or Provlnoial) Committee 1 iball tallhfoUy follow the prinolplea and polh^ ef the 
Pbity ae laid down in ite Programme paeied at AUahabed on the |Nnd Ibbrnary, 
IPgt, and ehall iirielly oenform to ail miei and dimoUoni whieh may have beeni 
or may bareafter be, Imned by the Qeaafid bl ProVtnelai Oonneil of the Pafly of 
a Sttb.Committee appointed by eitbet of the eaid Oonneilv regnlaling the oondnea 
e| oleotiona by membaia of the Party. I faither agree that in ease I am dnl|r 
Mted t MX raiOifnUy obierve all tnWi and carry ont all tastmettona wht^ 
My 9ii|i .tlme to iimt be ieeqed ^ the fimtal Oonneil for tbo giidanee of the 
;^ted ttmbeis of tba Xegisiativn AMemb^ nod lhal>fo«iaolal tegiitattvt Gonaoit, 
f aad if at any time t feel nnable la cany out aaob inetraattoai | aMd 
'tealgn. my a^ aad aaot 're*eteolioa R. ao/jadiiM,.. , . - ■ 
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pipi^ tbe Coun^ Etoelioilii iii NovetitiWr l««t The ertiele' 

thdr ftaoeeeis» jttdgiiig ffonj 
tte ihort^^ they bed aiiioe die ^xmiptauuae to fitke themeeivee 
iioln feer of tm 9iM^CongreBn m end orgatiiee themt^voi againgt 

tbf iScKlento-ofic^^^ group on «ide and the militsant iio*ohaiigei'e who 
iit^ ho^ secret grudge against the MehnrDasites on the 6l^6r» wat 
l^yhhd hll measure phenomenal. The elections broke the inertia of a yein 
and diere was the birth ot a new spirit iii the country. Never liefore hact 
there been such wide-spread and genuine enthusiasm among the educated 
classes. It seemed as if the mephetlc iiiHuence that Ihiidoli had spelled 
over them was blown away, and success after success impelled die 
SwandMf oiitbusiusm to rise to a height which almost rivalled the best days 
of the N*C-0 under Gandhi. The rcconl of the last elections will be 
found elsewhere. But a controversy into which the I>asitas were led atnl 
which at one time threaUnied to split the party once more came after the 
electbns. Ixird Lytton in Bengal ^Icil for Mr. Ibis on Deeemlier llth 
and asked him to form the Bengal Ministry. What happened in the inter 
view is not known but after coiisultfiig his party Mr. I>aa declined. On 
December 16th and 17th was held the famous Hwari^ist meeting at Calcutta 
whKh framed what is known as the Bengal Pact, since then repudiated by 
the Congress and subjected to acrintonious critioistus in the nationalist press. 

The following, resolutfoiis wore passed at this Swarajya party conforonoer 
A.— H I a d ii«-M y s I i m Pact 


It Is resolfsd that lo order to establish real toaodatino of Belf-OovarBweal in this 
ptovinas it Is neoessary to bring about a pact betwron the Hmdos and the Mshonedans 
of Bongat daatlng with the rights uf each oomamnity when the foundation of Mi 
OofommoBt Is seenred. 

Bo lt resolvod that ; 

(a) RnpsnsBMTATiOK in Coumcjl 

Repfosontatlon la the Bengal Legislatite Cooncil be <m the population bails with 
separate elaetoratee aubjeot to lueh adjastoeaf as nay bo ii«c«s»ary by the Alblndia* 
Hiadn-Masllin Pact and by the Kbilafat and the Congress. 

• (b) RspagggtrTAtiON IK LoirAL Domgs 


Repfeaentation to loeal bodies to be in the proportlofi of 00 to 40* in srery district*^ 
60to tho oonmuolty whfeb it In the aia)ority, aai 40 to thi miootity Tboa la a 
dlstnol where the liahoaiedaQa are In nie|irity they will get 00 |ier oeat. Binllarly 
wbm the Hindne are In najorlty they are to get 60 per cM»nt. and Che Ifahoiiiedaoe 
40 oent. The quetUon at to whether (here shoeld be separate or mised eleetoratee 
It postponed lot the present to asoerteia the slews of bsth contaanltiet. 

* This nay bs further oonsidersd, 

(c) OovnsKMSKT Pouts 


60 per oent. of the Qovernownt posts sboakl go to the Mahoasadaes to be worked 
oat In tin fottowlng menaor 

^Eing of taste of diBerent etawes ot aopoietmentf. The Uahooedans satisfy lag 
the least test abeald b.i prefofiod tUl the abtse pereeoUge Is attaiosd j and after rbat 
aeaofdfnf totbe proportloo of 66 to 45 the foroMf to the Mahonedans and the laftsr 
to tba non*lfahonteitan», subj^t to this that for tbs Inter teoing years a snail percfttiagn 
of poiia lay to per cent, iboald go to tbe Hiodas. 

(d) BnUGIOCS TOLKtAtlOK # 4 


(i) In not aUowIng any resolution or eeactnent wblob aieols tbs 
bi any of the dlffenat ednoiaolMes witbont the conamt of 76 per oent. of iBs etpOlltl 
n sos ib s t i'nf that cownmilty . (%} tn not altfiwtog no«ie in prewsilon betofean^i^ 

(B) la not Interfcri^^^^ oow-kflHng Ifir reilgloas tawlilnn, • 
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(4) Ia pietidlAg tM M i^lMlon ai oMMlMttt te tor 

foiH} will pe tikeA A|^ In tlie CoAoeU. fttidtAfCAr iboAldlte M^etor AMoibonoC both 
tbe oumMIIm OoAAdl to briog oboot aa AadefflMMlfAg btiWABB te 

pOAUAAAltio*. (6) Ia profldlAg that Aow*liilllAg ihoAld be earflod oA Al eoeb A 
MAAtf AO not to Wcioad tbe lellgioAe leeiiogof tbojfliiidoi. (6) In piovidiog for the 
fomiAtloA every jeer of reproeentAtive eommitteco in every eab-dlvliloa* oif wtifcli 
hole tbe membere iboold be IfAbooMKiAne nod bell Htndoe, emeb eomniittee ebooelag It* 
lifVetdfDt from Among tbemielvee with power to prevent or ntbHrAte npon Any dItfAte 
betoFoen tbe Htndoe end HAbomedAoe In AeoordAnoe with provleton bereinbeioiA etoted. 

B.— Pfogrannee ol tbe Forty mitbin tb* CoundL 

Tbot with relerenee to tbe work within tbe Connell, be It reeolveil tbet the following 
etepi ftboold be taken in the following order. 

(I) To ineiit on tbe releoie of ell potlticAl priionere. (2) To ineiet on the wHb* 
drowAl of All repreeeive lowe. 

(8) To recommend to the Amembly for tbe repeal of all repremlve tegUdetlon, 

(4) Formoiation of national demaode for tbe provinee, whieb* ehonld be. At leart 
of effective provincial retponiible Qovernment. (5) Vote of no-eonfldence on Iflnlitere, 
If neoeeiary. (6) Bednotion or refntal of salary to liinietere, if neoeeeary. 

(7) All meaimree piopoeed by tbe Oovemment 4o be rejected or pdetponed till 
the giant of tbe national demand. (8) If tbe Budget eomee np before »Acb grant it 
•faoiitd bo thrown ont, nnleie in tbe meantime there if a obange of ettnatfon wbioh indtoatee 
an honwt inolioAtion on tbe pAxt of Oovemment to concede tbe demnadSf In which 
caie the patty will meet to ' reconsider the eltnatlon. 

(8) Tbe partv will act at a whole and tiie ileclelon of tbe majority will be impHoltly 
obeyed by all the members (10) Every Wiember will attend nnleci prevenUd by 
lllnmi or vcm argent coneideratlonr. 

(II) Ko Swarajist sbonld accept cffice nntil tbe national demand is pianteft. 

Be it fatiher resolved that with regard to tbe woik within the Ccaneil the whole 
progtamme If sal^ect to eoch revision or modifleatlon as tbe AiMnd^a Bwarajya- 
rCoAACil may think neoetsaiy. ^ 

The Meeting at Co Canada 

On Docembor 1 8th a commuinque was addroBsed by Mr. C. E. l)ae* 
the President and Pt. Motilal Nehru, the General Secretary of ,the AlP 
India Swaraj Party to all elected momberB of the Legislative Amethbly 
and the Piuvinnal Councils as follows : — 

** >J6oUors to the various legishtures in the oountry have been 
completed ai d it is time to explore the avenues for oomtnou under' 
standing among all the nationalist members as to the general prindpie and 
]K>licy to bo followed by them. The Swaivdift members are bound by 

teinis of their undertakings to follow the instiuetions issued* by the 
Oeneial Council of the Swarojya imity and a meeting of that Counoi] 
has been called at (^iconada during the Coiigi-ess week to settle a line 
of action to lie adopted by the party and also to formulate a Demand 

on behalf of India to be presented to the British Government. It is 
expected that all nationalist members of l^islatures other than SwarA.ii8ts 
will join the latter in that demand and idso in other matters so far as 

they are found to be in conformity with their own views.*' 

Accoidinglyi the General Council of the paity met at Cooanada on 
the Both and Blat December, and imssed the following resolutions 
“ Whereas the Sefoims iutroduced by the Government of India 
Act, 1919, have repeatedly been pronounced by the Indian National 
Congrete and all shades of Indian public oiiiniou to )>e inadequate and 
unsatisfactory, ard Whereas the events of tbe last three years, and the work* 
ii g of the l,egidatures inaugmated under the said Act during that period, 
have amply justified the Indian public and shown beyond bSL doubt 
that the said Legislatures are not only utterly powerless to protect the 
true ii.temts of the Indian people at.d secure to them the most elemental' 
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rights of citizenship but arc ciitiialy unable to defoml thorn from luitionsl 
humiliatioti at home and abroati> ai:d 

** Whereas the Swaraiya Taity of the Indian Nntional Coigioss by 
its pfogramne adopted in 1923 laid down cevtain lines of ^Hilitual work 
ii eluding eiitiy into the said l.egislatun^s having for its immediate 
objective the seeming of the right to frame a Constitution aflojitiug 
such system ai d miichineiy as are most suiteil to the conditions of the 
country aid to the genius of the people, and 

Whereas in pursuance of the said piogramnie the I'^warajya Tatty 
has succeeded in winning a snlistantial numher of seats in the said 
Legislatures at the General Klection just eiuiebnled* 

This meeting of the General ('ounril of the St^araiya Tarty held 
at Cocanada on this, the JlCth day «>f Dee. expresses its full agreement 

with the re>olutiois passed at the several .sessions (»f the Indian National 
Congress to the efTe<t that lidia is f\»lly tit for Swavajya and that 

there is i.o jinstiticathui for witholding it fmm the li.diuH peojile any 

lo! ger, and this meeting drmands that steps be forthwith taken to 
establish full 1 esv>o!isil le Co>t. in Iidia. ai d this meeting is of opinion 

that with a view to eiMiie a pi<»per atiiM^splieie for the said purpose 
the fi>llowing proliinit aiy nieasuies should be iinirediately adtiiited 

I . That the eloeled nieiiibers (d the Central aid Trovineial Legisla* 
tiires do immediately piesenl a Demand to (Joxt. asking f«»r 

(a) Immediate and uiieonditional release of Mahatma (boidlii. 

(b) The immediate aid uneoiidilional release of all other imliticiil 

pn'>«»iiers eoiivieted or ui der trial in India and oi persons 
detained in lidia <»r foreign eountiies for tNilitieiil reas<ms. 

(e) Immediate susjH'nsioii of the o}K*nition i>f all oppresHive laws 
^ ami oiders [uissed thereunder, and 

(< 1 ) The immediate summoning of a Itound 'lablo Confeienei* of 

representatives of whom <»iie*third shall be elected by the 

elected members of the Indian l^eirislative AHsembly, oiie-tliiTtl 
by the Indian National Congress, aid one-third shall Imx 

loiiiiiated by fhixerniiient nr eleeterl by sueh other coin 

mnnitieK as Goven ment may desire. 

II. This Coiiferenee will negotiate with (tovenmieiil with n view to 
detennin' the principle of the C'oiistitution for India xvhieh shall proviile 
interalia 

(a* Fo! declaration of rights on the lines of the rrsoliifion adopted 
l*\ the Indian National Ci»i;grc*ss at Amritsar in IfMP. and 

(b) For full eoiitiol of the I/eg^^latu^es, (Vi.tral and Troiineial 

ill all niaiteiv of legislative administratiom eivil and militniy 
.Hi;d finanee and oxer the set vires, imperial and proxiieia). as 
the ease may be. 

The det ision of the said Conferenee anivef! at as a of the 

jWihl negotiations vx'ill then be laid Isdote a ^lew Legit^lafnie ehelcd oh 
a wuler fraidiise than at present. t<» be cletei mined ly the said ICound 

Table Coi»e:eire, aid the said I.egislatnre shall have fsixver to fmnu) 

a constitution for India on the Iw.si.- of the s.*iid decMions and thft 

Coi?stituiioi! so franiwl sh-iH then l»e presented t<» the Im|*eruil Tiirlia- 
nieiit to b« accepted ami eiiilwidied in a Matute. 

9 
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Fiifllifr R^iotaliDiia w«i« mdopied next dey ee leUewi 

III. That the Exeeutive Committee of the Oeneral Coundl of the Party 
with the addition of Messm. M. R. Jayakari V. Bamdast and l>r. 
Moongee be empowered to adopt such amendments to the Provisioiial 
Dmnatid already published as are not inconsistent with die principles 
and poliey of the Party. The said Committee is requested to attend 
the meeting of the elected memtiors of the Legialatures at Lucknow 
•oil the hth «lanuary 1924 and to carry out the amendments aforesaid 
without any further I’efereiice to the General Council. 

That the Demands * as finally settled at Lucknow, after lieiiig sif^ied 
by us many elected members of the Legislative Assembly and the various 
Piovincial legislative Councils both present and absent from the Lucknow 
meeting us are willing to join in it. be presented to the ^British Cabinet 
^id the (^ovonimont of India by registered iK)&t. That" the Leader of 
the Party in the Assembly to be elected at the meeting in l^uckiiow 
will put u question at an early meeting of the Assembly asking the 
-GoveriiTnent what stops it proposes to take on the said demand. 

GKNFUAL INSTKUOTION FOR IlSMBBRS 

IV, The future action of the members of the Party in the Assembly 
and l*rovincial (‘ouncils will bo regulated according to the following 
instructions. 

I. In the event of the Government accepting the principle of the 
demand or taking time to consider it, the Leader of the Paity in 
consultation with such other members of the Assembly as niay be cloct-ed 
for the purpose shall i>ut himself in communication with the Govern* 
ment and urmuge all prelimitiaries in regard to the various items con* 
utitutiiig the said demand. Provided that no modification of any, of the 
iSub-Clausos of Clause 1 shall be accepted without the sanrtioti of 
the Executive Cominitteo of the General Council of the Party. Provided 
fuitbor that the line of action to be adopted by the members cf the 
Party in the Assembly and the Provincial Legislative Council before 
the acoeptnuoo of the demand by the Government shall be rogulated 
by such instructions as the Executive Committee of the General Council 
of the Party may issue in that b3hUf from time to time. 

Ill the event of the Government refusing to entertain the said 

deiimi.d after agreeing to do so otforiiig Ibertns which are not accepted, 
it shall bo the duty of the members of .the Party to resort to a inilicy 
of uniform, continuous and consistent ..d^ruetioii with a view to make 

(iloveriimeiit through the Councils kl^^ible. Such obatructioii should 
1>e otferod on all occasions whe^the members of the Party by 
themselves or by joining any otw* party or group of members of 

the Assembly are in a positiotj^ defeat , the Governmeut. On other 

ooeosioiis the members of the Ef^y in the Assembly and the Legislative 
Councils of Betig^, United Proi^pcos, Ceiitrd Provinces and Bombay will 
take no part in the prooe^ings and the following instniotioiis will 
he followed 


INBTRUCTIONS FQJI OigXRUCTiON, BTC. 

L The members of the accept no office in the gift of the 

Ooveriimeiit with or without other remuneratiou. 
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*. No member of the Party shall agree to be on the v»w»el of ehair* 
iami Bomuiatod If the Presideut or to serre on any Selort or S«aitd* 
hi Committee or Commission nor take fiait in the voting for the 
eleetion ol members to any Select or Shutding CommiUee or Commission 
except when the formatiou of such Committee or Commission can Ito 
made impomible by a majority voting against every person proposetl for 
election* 

3. Members are at libeity to exercise the right of interpellatton with 
a view to elicit informatiori. It is expected that qnest:oi.s will lie so 
framed as not to oontain or imply a request for the redress of any 

giievance. 

4* No member of the Party shall move any resolufioii or introduce 
a bill. Provided that it gliall always lie open to mombom of the Party 
to accept on such terms and conditions as are likely t<i promote the 
general policy of the Party an invitation fmin any other \mrty or group 
of memliers to join the latter for the purixise of (bdeatiiig the Uovonr 
tnent on any non*offidal motion or iuea8ui*e opiiostMi l»y the (juvenimeut 
or on any official motion or measure op|ioscd l>y the inviting party 

or gioup of members. Such invitation shidl only be accepted when the 
members of the tiarty by themselves or with the inviting i>atty or group 
of members form a rntgoiity of the Legislature concerned. 

5. When members of the fiarty are voting on 2 iny motion all meitiliers 
of the Parity shall be l>ound to go into the same lobby. 

€• All demands for grants in the liCgislative Assembly shall lie 

wholly opposedi thus ensuring the total rejection of the budget. 

7. All dotnaiids for grants in the Provincial Council shall also be 

opiHSsed provided that it slndl lie open to inetnlierH of the Party with the 
piv^vious. sanction of the Executive (Vnnmittee of the (Icneral Council to 
alkstaiii fjom voting on any demand for a gnuit if them are si>ema! reasons 
ill any province for such abstention. 

All questions of doubt or difficulty not covered by those iiistruc* 
tiong or requiring the interpretatfon ot these instiuctioim may. if iioi^ssary. 
lie referred to the Executive Committee of the (loiieral Council and the 
decision of that Committee on srch f{uestioiis shall lie final. 

3. ' II 10 membei's of the Pariy in the Provincial Legislative C ouncils 
will select a l*eader and such other officediearers as may l»e nocessai'y 
at au early date. 

10. As very few nietnlicis of the Party have lieeii elected to the 
Legislative Cooiicils of Madras and the Punjab and no o<i«iibitiatioti with 
other piiitiee or groups of members is likely to be effective, the Swarajist 
members of the said L^islative Councils will mit take part in the proceed' 
iiigs and attend from time to time only with the object of proventing 
vacancies. 

11. These itietnictions do not apply to the I legislative Council of 

Bihar and Orissa as no inemlieis of the Party as such were sent up 
for elecdoii to that Council. It is exriecteil that the Nationalist members 

of the faid Council will fiume their own titles on the lines ol these instruir 

tioits so far as possible. 

12. It is recommended that all Swanuists and other Natumalist ntembeiw 

shall attend the meeting of the Assembly ami the Pmvineial OottneQa 

dre»aed in pure Khaddar. 
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The Lucknow SwarajUt Conference 

Ah decided at Cocoiiada a Conference of Swanyint and non-Surarajist 
lucniberH of the legidativo InKlieH in India met in the Rifah-i'am hall, 
LucknoAT, on Janviary 9th. to diitcusH tUo torms of the DrtM-iNDS to l>e 
preiftehtecl to the (iovt. Mr. C. H. l>d« proHuled. The attendance was 
however very meaffre, and contmry to expectations, there was not much 
of eiithusiaHTn. Very few Cotuicil members from the ihVlMiit pmvincoH 
attended and even the momhci'S of the U. P. (council tWd not join whole* 
heartodly. The leason was that by some mischance the lettei-s inviting 
the members wore mysteriously miscarried by the [wst. 

At the outset Pandit Motilal Nehru m;ide a statement explaining the 
object of the meeting and regretting that out of 600 invitations issued by 
him to the elected niomlK^rs of the liCgislaturcs only voiy few attended and 
that therefore it wjis imt proper Ui decide the question of the demands Hnally 
at the nuseting. However, he said, the demands drafted were such that 
nobody could have any objection Ut any of them. They, in his opinion, would 
meet the desire of the most loyalists of loyalists, of the most extre- 
mist of extremists, and even of the (Tovernment. He however asked 
the noirSwarajist members present not to be atfected in considoi’ing the 
dmfi by the fact that it was fmmod by the Swaraj party, but to. 
tieat it only as a draft rinule by some one and then consider it. He 
also remarked that the decision of this conference couhl not be treated 
as final as n large iiuinber of mcmlicrs could not l>e present due to 
non-receipt iiivitations. He suggested that the demand might l>o 
circulated to the Co\uicil memlicrs and that another Couforence of a few rcpi-o- 
seiihitives fioin every Council might be called at Delhi at ilie end of the 
nioiith. 1'his proposal was strongly olgected to by a mernlwr of the Bihar 
Council and by Mr. llamdas as it would le;id to groat dtday. 'riicy nufintained 
that the ultimate decision as to the form <»f the demands should lost 
with the Swanuists and not with all sections of the elected memViers. 
But lH)th Mr. Das ai.d Pandit Nohru disagreed with this view and the 
few Nationalists that were tliore cxprosswl the ilefu'i'c that members 
of their piiity should be given more time to think over the form that 
the demands should take. There wa» some difference of opinion as to whether 
the Kxcc iitive of the Swarajya Paity h.‘«i the final voice in the shaping 
of demnids nr whether the elected iiiemliers should Ik* given a free 
hand in shmiing it. Alter some disriiasion (m the night of the 9th and 
afterKMUi of the Ifith it Wiis finally resolved by those who were present 
that the flemand ns dilifted at Comiinda should f»e circulated to the 
elected momlH'rs of the I .ogislatures in the country and that another (on* 
feience of the elected niombcrs should l»e hold at Delhi at the en<l <if 
the month and that the demand as fiimlly uppioved at the I>c1hi meeting was 
to l>e presented by the members of the Assembly and that sigii«atu]*eH 
of the provincial memliers who might Ite willing to sign vhe demand might l>e 
.sub.sequently olitaincd. In view of the very informal nature of the 
(’onfcreiice aid the small attendance no forimil resolutions were }K)ssed 
except deciding upon iH)stv>oiiting the matter. 

TRB PUNJAB ARD MADRAS. 

This iufiuctuous Coiiferoncc w’bs followed by a meeting (U* the Exec utive 
Committee of the Heneral Council of the Sw^anij i>aity with Mr. Das in the 
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cbain Tho Pui^ab Swarajist mcmberK contplunod a.«ain!»v ; i.' uawnrkHhla 
nature of the iugtruction issued by the niootiiif^ hold a. ( uoatiiulv amt 
aaid that on comniuiial questions arising in the Puqiah the Iliudu Swarai* 
ists could not but vote with the other ilimiu uieinl»crs and that 
placed tiiK>n tliein in such matters ootild not l>e eufowed. 

As regaids instruction No. 10 which miuinvl the inein!»ei*8 luit to 
take part in the proceedings of the ( ouncil, it was stit>ii>:ly idiieote<i t\» by 
the Punjab and Madras members. 

CKNTKAL I'ROVIXCES. 

With regard to the Centitil Pmviiioes those t*resoiit fn»:ii tint ptx)vniee 
explained that the (bnernnient h;wl plun'cl at the toi*e'tn>iJt; of their 
l>rugrsunmc for tho opening tliose very iniiMM'tant bills whirli weiti 

all l>eiieficial inCvisures. The liaiid Setticinent l>iii was intcMMlod To 

prevent the ryot from being nveilaxed by oxtHMitive a'tiiui ; the bill 
prohibit opium sinokiiig and the thinl l»ill to improve the Kliviientiry 
Julueatioii Act came on the first day of the t omiell. riie people <tv»od to 
gain a great deal if the Swarajist members ot the Uouneil would get tlnvfl 
Bills through the (\mneil in the fnuii in whieh they waiitel them. 
So they wants'd to have instnietions fmm the i»atiy as tt» whether 
they should reject even these Hills or wh«‘ther they should allow them 
to pass in the Conneil. It was decided that the me.isnrcs slnmld bo 
op|H) 8 e<l in spite of their beneficial nature and that they shfUiM not l»o 
allowed to pass in the ( Vnineil. 

The Executive I'onniiittee then passca! the lollowing resolution. — 

**Uu<ier ttio retoiutioii 4 paancsl by the Ucatirai OuuiioU at* U(>o*>ii*Ua» lufiviu^ ii ta 
thin Cummittcc to i<»bua mstructioni to regutaif; the Action of the lueiiibcrt ut (tm 
^Artjr lu the Anneal biy and Pruviiiciai CoouciU b.dorc the liual auct*ptatic4) ur rejcoti* 
00 ot th<a DAtioDil UemaoU, it in rcnolvtrd that ttc* luitruotioii* cootaiuod in tho naid 
rfsolution will generally apply with thin ea>iRp(i«}ii that ren 'lutioui ooaniitnnt with 
the principle of uoo>co«opfratioQ roay bo moveU lu the Anfiiubly and the Cruviii* 
ctal CuQDciU on ucca'iiunn when defeat of the O.iwrninont li fairly oeriaiu. 

deploring the action of cenain dwarapnt memberi of MaJran and tho 
ronjab Couucdn in peruiitting public criticiim of luntruotiou No. IU itihuod hjr the 
Oeoeral (‘ooncil without wa img lor the duoition of the Kxucutive Outniunt'fe on dicir 
reprencaiaticn, it it expUtoed that the taid inttroctinn In no way atf>*ctn tlin geimral 
role. Whenefcr Hwaraptt oienibert of Provincial rouuoiin ran oonibitiu with other 
paniet or groupt of memb^rn to defeat Uoveruireoi , they are at lib«>riy to d.i i»<a. 
lu castt where tucoentlul obatronion it not piKoble or it very highly nuprohabln 
inttioclion No. in it a neoettary corollary trots pr«?rediog ifmiruoiion*. It wm 
dettgned to ••a^ guard iinall muioritict of HwatajnUn Huch ai lhoi*e ni Mailrav an I 
the Panjab (.‘ounclt from beiug led into ineffective r.ombtiiaLinufl and futile opp'i*'* 
lion ot Government. But on occatiunt when the defeat of th<- G.>tt. in a^nu^rd by nuoh 
minoritiet joining with other partirt, there it nothing to preverjt rhrm from doing n. 

The Delhi Conference 

Alii*! i.ucktiow the ;icti\itics i»f the Swarajists were direi teil in their 
resjKMtive provimes in their Ineal eoiiiirils. and the (Jeiieral (’'Omieil id 
the Pally eoneont rated itself at Ikdlii against tho Legislative As^tornbly. 
Their work in the pKiv jheiai (Vmneils and the Assembly is didailml else- 
where in the section mi Conneil prticecdiiigK Af Delhi, fiiimeivmg 

itifonnal conferences, the jtiint coiiferenee of the Swainjmt aidl iioir 
Swan^jigt members of the li*gi«latuiea was hehl on 3id. February at Ilitisina 
with Sfr. C. \l Das in the chair. 
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Then w6m in aH about oiglity membon preui^ inohiding ^ Kgbt 
Honblo V. B. Sriiiivaaa iteatri Uhibfau Baraddiui Mr. B. P. KaiaiicB]m> 
I«la Bablibir Sinha* Mr. Vedamurtln. Bampal Singk, Sjrod 

All. Dr. Oaneah Pmdiad. Hakim Ajmal Khm, Lala Li^pat Bai and 
Mouhma Abdul Kalam Aaad. 

Pondit Motihl Nehru explained at the outset the drcuBwtanees «hieh 
bronght a^ut the meeting. Ibe National Demand as drafted at Coeanada 
ai:d CM filmed at Lucknow had, he said, received the suppoit of fifty 
membeiH cf the Legislative Assembly and two httndi*ed persons belonging 
to various provincial Legislative Councils. This Conference was convened 
to consider the various items of the National Demand and the form 
amt mamior in which they should be presented. 

Mr. Bai'ia, a Moslem Member from the Plural), ebserved that there was no 
necessity for pressing the National Demand drafted by the Swai^ Pa^ 
as there was already a motion by Mr. Sangachariar in the Legislative 
Assembly, but if the National Demand was to be considered and presented 
to the Government then he strongly urged adequate representation of 
Mahomedan interests in constituting a Kouud Table Conference. 

Mr. Dumasm, un behalf of the Parsis, promised support in the Assembly 
lo all moiiotiM meant for the good of the |ieople. He incidentally informed 
the meeting that his tosolution in the Assembly for a Round Table Con* 
fei*cnce to solve ditferences between the Governinont and Non*co*operators 
hod been disallowed. 

Mr. l^atol thought that they should consider if the best method of 
appitmching the question of National Demand was to move a suitable 
amendment to Mr. Rangacliariar’s resolution in the Assembly. 

Mr. .layakar pointed out that the first business before them was 
to ascertain how many were agreed in asking for Dominion Sta4;u8 and 
then to prcM^ecd step by step as to how to present the demand. 

Mr. tliniiah asked the Coiiferoiice to decide whether they were in 
favour of immediate rcsionsiblo Ooveriimeut or responsible Government 
bv instalments. 

The Right Hon'blo Mr. V. 8 , Srinivasa Sostrit as a member of the Liberal 
paity, opined that there was no objection to the demand for Dominion Status. 
He was i^erfectly willing to agree that it was high time that a demand 
for full rcsixnisible Government should be made, but if it was for full 
Rcs|K)ii 8 ib]e Govonimont immediately then they must put otf for some 
time military, naval and foreign and political depaitments because even 
with the bek>t will in the world the Government could not make over these 
branches to popular control. 

President Suppose the details of the demand for full resiKUisible 
Government are left to be decided by the Round TaUe Coufereuoe t 

The Right Ilon'ble Sastri: Then 1 am perfectly agreeable. 

After fuither discussion, the following resolution was arrived at ; — 

This Conference is of opinion that the Government he asked to take 
hte\vi immediately for the establishment of full i*e 8 ponsible Ooverqpient 
ill Indian** 

Mr. Jinnah moved the resolution and Mr. Kelkai' seconded it. 

Mr. Raiigaohaiiar in supporting the resclutiou said that hia owu 
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ill the Lcpdative Assembler exfiatKkd this aud was umi’e s|)««tiio 
in dhanuitef, iimely* revisiou of the Goveniment ofhidia Act for •eourittg 
IknmniQti Status and provincial autonomy, b\it the question of form hikI 
^ jpeans would be judged by the ooinniitteo of the Hound Table CoiifcroiHse. 

The Kight Hon’ble Mr. \\ S. Srinivasa Saetn tentatively accepted the 
resolution subject to the qualifications and reservations which he would 
fowes il given an opportunity to do so in the Hound Table Confeienee 
or in the Committee. 

Lala Lajiiat Kai thought that tbe resolution as moved by Mr. Jinaah 
was an expression of the opinion strengthening ttic motion of Mr. Haiigaohariar 
in die Assembly. 

The resolution was put and earned. 

The Conference without diseussioti adopted the iollowiiig I'csolution 
on the motion of the Hoii'Ue K. P. Khiu. dikur, seconded by Mr. 
Harchandrai Vishindas : — 

This Conference proposes that cither a CVnuniitlce or a Hiniiid Tablo 
Coijfei'cnce of public men reprcsentiiig various eoiiiinunities and iiiteresta 
Ije apiMiinted with a view to consider iind reroininend nioasures for the 
purpose of establishing full responsible Governiuenl." 

The C.'onference then adjourned till the next day. 

Meanwhile a coniitiitioe of the Assembly inembeis cinisifttiug of thi*ee 
8wandi<^ namely Pundit Motilal Nehni, Mr. V. «J. I'atel and Mr. N. 
C. Kelkar ami three noirSwurajists, namely Mr. lUnguchariar, Sir 
I’lirshotaiudos Thakurdas and Mr. M. A. tiiiinah had been sitting 
since the last night with a view to arrivitig at a united and coiiiinon anieixlinont 
to Mr. Hangachanar's resolution regiiiding the l>otniniuii Hiatus. 

Next day, Feb. 4th. the Conference of the Mcndieiw of the liogis’ 
laturo fosunicd sitting. Mi. C'. H. lias piesided, Att<uidance was thinner 
than before and among those absent were Mr. Sastri, Sir Purshotamdas 

Thakurdas and Mr. Itaugacliariar, Two inoxt? resolutions w’cro adopt ihI, 

one expix^ssiiig the opinion of the Conference that with a view to cjisuro 
proper atmosphere, the following gteps should be iinmcfliately m]u))tod : 

** lhat a demand should lie innnctiiaiely prcscntetl u> the (iovernuient 
of India for (a) the iiiiii)e<liate and uneomlitional release of Mr. Uamlhi, 
(b) the immediate and unconditional I'olease of all other persons coir 
victed or under trial in iiiditi or detained in India on iioJitical grouiids, 
and (c> the imiiiefliate suspensioii of reiiressivo laws and the onJem 
imsaed thereunder ponding the delilierations of the Hound I'able ( Vinforence.'' 

The next resolution adopted declareii that the deciHions arnved at liy 
the Hound Table Conference should fie phu^cd Ijefotc a newly oJectMl 

Legislature for their appixival and presentation to the Hriiish I'arliiiinejit 

to be embodied in a ^xtotiite. 

A s|>eaker raised the ixiint os to whether a new Assoftibly woukl 
be elected on the same basis as the existing Assembly. Mr. Jfas to plied 
that it was for the Confei*ence to decide all these iioinUi. Ihe real 
question was to see w hether there came a change of heart in the Govornnioiit. 

The Ckmfereuce next ajqioiiitod a small Committee to secuiw sigtia* 
tures to the Nattonal i>)einand and forward it to the Government and 
supplement it later by ir.ure signatures from the Provinoes as theae 
were obtained. 
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THE SWARAJIST PARTY 

The New Parly Formation 

The ideiitity of the Swai^jists in the LcgiBlative Assembly merges at 
this poiiit into a new coalition of F-'waiiiiists-Ii dependents, later known aa. 
the new Katie? alist paity, al out which a fuller account is given on p. 122. 
The main work of the Central Swari^ihts ei ds heic with the formation 
of a new' paity of 72 Assembly meml)CfH, amongst whom were 48 Swar^ists, 
plccU<dto act in conceit. As to the wdk done by this now^ party in- the 
Le/fislativo As8cml»ly, the following account was given by Pt. Motilal 
Kcbni before a Bombay audience on April Ibtli. last : — 

A Natinnal dfmaDd In complete accordance with tbe Swarajlit programme 
wae formiilafcd acd prefer) ted by way of an amrndmeDt to a reaolntion afking 
for the fftablifhmfiiit of foil lefpoobible OovirnmeDt In India. That amendment 
wan rairfed by the nve rwhelmirg majority of 7fi to 48 (ire p. 146). We then waited tor 
the refp«mp. It came at laft, but tnrned rut to be h*gb)y nnratia factory. All 
was now ready for tbe fiT»t attarir, and it waf delivend when tbe 6rtt four 
dimanda for gianta rame np (or diecoftion. Ibeee , as >ou know, wrre rejected one 
aftir tbe other. They nlatcd to Coatoma, Income tax. Salt and Opinm. Tbe money 
denandfd was to run these departments wbiCb raiaed revenne on these biada. Tbe 
Ditanitg of tbe loiofftl to giant momy to ion tbeie departments^ w-at that there 
wculd be no agincy to release the reYeoue, and when it is borne in mind that it 
la tbe retinoe triin tbeie fror •(orcts which supplied tbe sinews of war to the 
Oovernment of India, it will be tastly understood that tbe vote of tbe Aatembly 
was tantamount to paralysing tbe Government of India. That would of course, be 
so, enly if tbe Oovrrnmf nt of India were bcund by tbe vote of tbe Assembly, 
wb<oh is not the case in this country. Tbe actual rerolt therefore was simply 
this. From the Swaiaj'st point of view, tbe Government was driven to carry on 
by tbe exercise of its autocratic powers, and not by tbe vote of tbe Assembly, 
and from the point rf view of other Kationalists. it was tbe moit emphatic 
protest that oruld be lodged against tbe action of tbe Government. Both objects 
were thus fully aobieved. Under the rnles governing tree representative institutions if 
applicable to (bis country the Government would have lain prostrate at the fe < t 
of tbe Assembly. It was saved only by ita antooTstic powers. 

THB ClilVALBOUS COURSB. 

Now, 1 come to tbe second stage, which has been cbaracterisf d as showii.g 
a great wiakneiis on rut part ; I mean tbe attitude we to(>k in rdatiou to lite 
remaining demauds (or giants. It was of erurse open to ui to refuse tbem as we 
bad done In the first frnr, but we adopted a more chivalrous course. All the 
remaining grants put together crnld not lufBce to rnn any considerable part of 
the machinery of the adminirtratim, civil or military. The refusal of these grants 

would therefore have amounted to a mntiliation of the prostrate form which Isy 

before us withrut materially improving tbe position. We refrained from this process 
of muttliation and allowccf cur soldiers to play a more innocent gsme. 8cme ot 
tlom were auxbus to show (heir rapacity lor dealing with the merits ol tbe 
demands, and we allowed Ibtm to have tluir own way. Then came the final act 
In (his drama or trsgidy, whatever you may call it, I mran the Finance Bill. At 
the call of the whips tbe soldiers rallied fresh and strong and fill into lice again 
tor tbe final attack which however was not delivered till every precaution bad been 
taken to cover a pr^rsiblu retriat in the evrnt of sone uiitxpecUd mishap. ILis 

was done by fnttirg in a number of amerdmrnts reducing the varicus mw' taxe^ 
proposed in the Bill, while the main attack was tn be directed against the B.li 

Itsiif as a whole. Tbe dlsrnsaion of tbe amendments cn tbe previous evening at 
onr Tarty metUng ?ut rur frirnds of tbe T’ s* iff ilir scent, and they flashed 
messages across the ernntry and tbe eras, inltitiurg the w^rld that the Swarajist^' 
attack on the Firanee Bill wsa to take tbe form of aircndments to rltoaes. Many 
of the Swarajists tbemielvts were unaware that the main attack was to be deJi- 
verrd against tbe Bill Itself, They were made to march as it were under 'sealttl 
orders. Rarly next morning at fi o*riock Tandit Madan Mohan Malaviya informed 
me oi the remlimss of tbe NoD*Swarai Rroop of the Nationalist Tarty to take parr 
In the main attack. Nothing could better pleare (he Swarajist who wr re spo I- 
tng (or a b-g light. The ra'ly wat souuded, aud tbe Swarajists aud Non*SwarajJSt» 
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PMMit Hftdfttt KliiMMI IfltlUTijrA lod t||i| bjf OPPOilttC 

ittifodttetloa of the riiitM Btli He dealt with the eahieet thmough^aS 

iiHh hia aeoal eloqve&oe. fllr Maloolai Heilegr Uma mde a feeble etaiiS anlMt 
«ihliiavljait*b eoademaatlon of the Ootemmeat. Tbie waa followed bj a ebott epeeoh 
irbii and the neat noneat the Bill wae tbiowa oat bj a Mlortly. Thao 
wM the badget dieeaeaioa bat aot the PlaaaQo BUI ; for It oaaee book the aeit 
day with a foeomaMiidatlon froot the Vieeroy ta pa« it with oerlala modiflea* 
tioae. Thie wai In rifect a eommand which the deiembly wai eallod apon to 
obey with a loaded pletol pointed at Ite head. The OovernaMat had t^iea etepe 
to dll eaeanoiee amoag Ita eapportera and we had the pleaauie of eeelag a elee*Boy 
In tb#* Aeeembly Chamber, I meaa the geotlemaa who whi appuioud la plaoe of 
Mr. K. C. Boy abaent on depatatloa to l^aglaad. When and how Mr. Boy reeigned 
hie aeat, whether by wire from Bombay or by wlrelem from mid-ooean, wae aot 
explained. Thcae ezpedirnte howeterdld not eneeeed. A faint mara«Br of "Aye** 
waa beard from the Treaaary Benobea followed by the roar of *Koea* from tarioaa 
other parta of the Aiaembty Chamber and the Plaaaeo Bill waa doally laid to 
teat to far aa the Aaaembly waa conoerned. 

Laiioui PaxTY akd Laboob Oovbinmekt 


There are two chargee laid at oar door by Moderatea. The llrat la, that it la aaieldal 
felly to eatrange ** frienda of India in England.** There are in England, 1 admit, both 
trae and falae frienda of India. I am only eonoemed with the former, and 1 oan aaaare 
yri that there la not one among them who woald be eatranged from aa by oar 
ataodlog apoa oar rigbta and trying oni ntmoal to ahaka off the ehaina that bind 
na. The a^nd charge ia that we hare not given the Labour Oovernment a ehance* 
I d»ny thia charge alao. Thoae who make it do not know what they are talking 
nboat. Yun may take it fmm me that the Labonr Qavernment'a only ebaaee liet 
la oar ataading apnght. We raonot poaeibly atreagthen them by lying low. There 
la only one word In the Bngliab vocabalary for a man who oan hit back Iwt 
does not do ao. That ia a word of aix lettera beginning with C and ending with 

D. I leave It to yea to lio«i oat that word, t have faith ta the Lahoar Party, 

bat 1 bare no faith in a Labonr Oovernment. A» hae been pointed oat, Labonr 
ia only in Ofllee and not la power. It haa to aprak at one time with the foioe 

of the Tory aod at another with the eoloe of the Liberal, whichever l^rty it 

wtahea to be aopported by. We have beard Mr. MacDunald'a threat to na when he 
wae abM|t to enter Ofllee. He raid that the Labonr Ovrernmebt would not be 
cowed down by the Bwarajlita. la that threat I don't hear the voice of 
Mr. MacDonald the Uader of the Labonr Party. It la clearly that of a Tory 
with bat a faint note of Llberallem on It. Where 1 can easily recogalae the 
Laboar I/ader ia ia the letter which be wrote in April IPlh t— 

**Wbatefer form the Oovernment maehinery might take, two thfnga moat be 
granted. In the flrat place the Viceroy's Conocil meat be of the natare of a 
cabinet and moat be reaponaible to the repreaentative anthorttiea. la tha aaouad place 
India mnat have control over her own flnancet. I hope that broad-minded wlidom 
le to aaaial both of na to arrive at a happy cooolneion.’* 

1 ean only repeat the hope which 1 expreeaed in the Asaemhty that tbia 
broad-minded wiadom would b<t brought to bear upon the demand pieaenUd by aa. 
Aa to oar action m* now bile, in the worda of Abraham Ltnculo, 1 taid : ^Wtth malice 
towaida none, with charity for all, wiib firmneaa In the right at Ood gives at to 
•ee the right, we strive on to flniah the work we are m." I cannot believe tbal 
Laboar baa gone back apon ita priaeipiea ao aoon after entering npon ofllae. Tbe 
veal mlml of Laboar ia not to be gathered from « (Beial proooaacvmeiita of membora 
of tbe Cabinet, bat from tbe accredited organa of tbe party. Tbe ** Daily Herald *' 
nad tbe **llew Leader*’ have both vapported oar elaim to tbe foil. If we with to 
proflt by their aopport, we eeii only dcaeite U by behaving like awn. 

We bare done little. Pat wbat ia that little f On tbIa aoiemn oeoaaion of Ibo 
nnalToraary of the Jallianwalla. 1 pat it to yon In all bamtiity. whether we have not 
gemted a erlaia aneh at the Qoternmeat haa never beta confroiiied with bofovn 
Wa have aot tbrd a dropoff blood. We have not erawLd on oar beltlea We bnfo 
Blood enet as men in aaatftfng oar birtb-rigbt. We have made a brave abow of 
kbaddei fn tbe ottarlel of tbe barraaeracy. We bave plankd tbe Mationbt flail 
In iba bean of tbe Conneit Chamber. We bave driv*tt tbe Ooveffament to eiet 
off Ita maak of governing tbfongb tbe lepfreentativet of tbe pnoplo, «nd bipn 
oompflled It to carry on the admfnfalration by Ite own aatoon^lB powifi. 
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The Natioaal Conference 

UKLBJ—FEJtkUAltV ZBW, 1921 

In contrast to these activities of the Swar^ists, the Moderates 
or Liberals held a conference of their own under the auspices 
of the Besaiitito National Convention inaugurated last year at Delhi. 
The second session of this National Conference commenced its sitting 
ofi Feb. 22iid at Dclhii under the presidency of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. 
Among those present were Dr. Annie Bcsant, the convener, the Kt. Hon. 
iSrinivaHa Siistri, Sir Sivaswami Iyer, Sir riu>liottamdas 'lhakuidas, Pandit 
Miidaii Mohati Malaviya, Mr. Karandikar, Sir i>cvaprasad Sarbuilhikari, Messrs 
Kliapaide, Natcsiin, Todaimirti, Dewari Jhihadur M. Hamachandra Hao, 
i)r. (your, VonkataiMitti Kaju, Kama Iyengar, I>cl\i, l.ohakarc, Kabiiuddin 
Ahmcd> K. C. Neogy, Mouivi Aklul Kasim, K. K. Chandra, S. N. Singh, 
l^pin Chandra l*al, Major Mahomed Akbar Khan, W. S. .7. Wilson, J.ady 
Emily Lutyens ar;d others of the Modciate imrty. 

Sir TKf BAHADUR SAPKU, in opening the proceedings, said that in 
one word the obicct of the Conference was to Ining al>out an altera- 
tion c»r amendment in the coiiHtitutioii of tlie (jountry and of the Gov- 
ernmei.t which would satisfy the aspirations of Indians. At the prescjit 
moment there were sonic who )>innod their faith on a Round Table 
< onforonoo, others in an official committee and still others, like himself, 
who thought that a Hoyal Commission would probaUy solve the ditfi-' 
culty, whatever bo the agency created. Tliose who believed in consti- 
tutional advance felt that they ought to have a voiiu* in the detenni- 
nation of the future of India. One of the functions of this Conference 
was to focus ]>ublic opinion on the scheme they would prepare. There 
was nothing inconsistent between the idea of a <x>nvention such as had 
been suggested by this C’onfcrence since last year and the appointment of 
a Royal Commission. But if this Conference succeeded in focussing public 
opinion aiul preparing a sclicmo, it would not be derogatory to their 
position nor w-ould it lead to any hunn if they placed their scheme 
for examiniition by the Royal (Vimmission. Ihcy must dissemiiato in 
Knglaid correct ideas alsmt the aims lU.d objects of Indians, because the 
ignorai.c-e of the English pt'ople in inatteis Indian was simply appalling. 
Continuing he said:— ‘While it may lie urged by some of us, and 
it 1ms been urged, that we do not care as to what the English opinion 
in regard to Indian matters is, speaking for myself, geiitlemen, I wif^h 
it could be so. But, fortunately or iiiifoil/unately, we do not find oui- 
selves in that |H)sition, and wluitever may lie the conclusion arrived at 
in this iKxly or in any other iKxIy here, so long as our progress is to 
I>e on constitutiuiial lines, 1 do not think that wc can ignore the exis- 
tence of the body called Parli.*uueiit, and of the opinion called English 
opinion. It aoeins to me, therefore, that wo have got to educate the 
public opinion on 80 ui:d lines in England. 

They must make earnest ap|)eals to a class of British |K)pulatioii 
who were by no means a negligible factor in British politics. It might 
be that they have to send an iiifiuoiitial deputation to Ejigland, and 
Isiir Tej Bahadur Sapru believed that there was no more urgent occasion 
for it than the present. 

There was already a band of workers under the leadership of the Lady 
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Emily Lut^’ons w-ho wi^rr* floiiiu: oxcollvj work in dwKomiiiatin^ correct 
opinion about India and in pnehiiig forw.inl any achcmiV^ ihoy might 
evolve hero. 

I>R. ANNIE BKSAXT prcs'Mit.Nl the report fin-th' last year. She ex 
plained the work done in India ai.d the propoyanda abroad, and |K>intc<I out 
that participation in the National Conference was not inron.sistent with the 
pledge to diflTereiit inditical paities. As for a Convention, ahe said that the 
Bntish people were vei'y fond of tn*eccdent.s. The prccedci t of So\Uh 
Africa and other Dominions was helpful to India to procewl by the meihtHi of 
Convention. She said that alKUit 120 to 150 menibers of the varuius 

legislatures had taken the pledge of the National Ctuiferenee, and she 
R\igge»ted that they might meet in a Convention in the thiirl week 
of April next. !n the Assembly this Convention should divide into 
Fub-Coinmittees on various .<nbjeets and ^uepnea scheme for at»provaI 
by the eonveiition. She was in favour i»f :i new eoiistitulion rather 
than the mere ainendnioiit of the thiveiiiment of India Act. However, 
that could be flcrhled upon later on. This .scheme shoiikl be ready 
for presentation the Koyal Commission and the British Barliiment. 
She lielicved that the National Conference provifled the liest plat 

foiin t<» all eonstifiitioiialists who believed in making the utmoHt inje 

id the ]>t*<^«^cnt Art and not merely to destii»y it. She said that some 

fither t>eottIe weiv also trying to eonshler the i|iicsitoii ol a coimtitu' 

tion. She h<iped that wIumi those peoph* pri*pan'fl their own pniposaN 
ami the scheme w'as <lrafted by the National convention, these conhl be 

examined together with a view* to find a common ground. 

Mk. ski NT VASA SASTBI. in recominoiiding the adoption of Mrs. 
Hesant’s Re|>ort. made an imisiilint observation reganling the 
national demand in the Assembly and llie (»ovt. reply thertin 

He kimI : *you have seen how the great atteni)»t niatle in the Assembly 
during the last few weeks Pi put forwanl a Natio lal Demand harl 

l>een met. The (lovernment have given an answer which I do rot 
think it is unfaii* Pi eharaeterisc as almost non po<.tumMr. Jf has 

raiisorl grave dissatisfaction in most |Militiral circles in lirdia. Of course. 

I leave out the European eirelc.s \vli<i have iIumi own way of bwikiiig 

at things, but their way of looking at thing i> very di Tcrcnt fiom ours. 
Nou , from the Indian p<iint of view, the answer given by the 

Oovernmeiit is utt4*rly unsfitisfadory. and. 1 should si>. even iinsyinpa 
ihetic. Conaidoniig that we have a L-iIko (Government, it must be ni 
the Ijottom of this answer. It is impossible to conceivr* that an answer 

of that charaetor has b »eii given to a soioiH d Mnaiid iii'ule by the 

Assembly witht ut th • knowledge and without fin eonsonJ. of th«3 

KaUir Party now in jiower. 'fhe Hound Talile (^infenmcc is iir»t for 

the moiiieiit Pi lie thought of, for the (Gnx «*riimioit is not likely Pi 
ap|H>iiit one after the aii.swer they have gi\cn. 

‘Of course, we have Impw th a Lonl Olivier, when he spciiki* in?xt 
week, may make an inipnivenient on the present situation ; we ho|ie 
he will, but we are not justified in :isoiming tint he wull. liCt m 

aiipIKise. however, th.at it left us whert? w are. and did not improve 

the situation, in tha* ease we have to Pike inio aecount thcMie ctreum 
ataiiccs, when the IPnind Table Coiifei'cjire is not to lie api»oifit(»d. 
and a Royal C^nnmiMion such as mmy iioople rlestre is not Pi 
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tbooght of ei^en by my bypotbeiis that th« Labor Government is 
behind the ncA ptmmuB answer of the Government of India. If we 
have neither a Round Table Conference nor a Royal Commission in 
the immediate future^ then, aie we to suspend our SeU-Governmeht 
movement in this country t We have to take it up in right earnests and 
|msb on the only idea now in possession of the field, the idea of this 
Nstiomal CoMVKMTlON. I need not describe it at groat length, but you 
know it is based on the present situation. It is to l>o relegated to the will 
of the electorate, and it is to be taken up by the Ijegislatures now function’ 
iiig in India. The IjCgislatures functioiiing in India are working u der 
the Act and Rules which give to Presidents ai.d to Governors and Vicetoy 
HO mush power that if they please they can piovont l^egislatures as such 
taking to this question in right legal foim ; and now it is no longer a 
case of doubt. It is a certainty. That lower will be used "to prevent tho 
Ijegislaturo iiom acting as a whole in right constitutional form. We have, 
therefore, to take it up as a puioly non*ofiicial liidioti movement and it 
is desired, according to the fundamental idea of tho Convkmtion, that 
the iioirorticial members of the various legislative Councils should form 
themselves in a large and powerful organisation and, with other infiueiitial 
people in the country who may be outside the iegislatui-es, to form a 
bulk of pit)gi*68sive politicians in the country. It is this selected body, 
lepresentative of the varied opinion in tho country for tho purpose of 
flaming a Constitution, which will give to India full Responsible (ioverir 
ment that we seek, omitting, as Dr. Resant has already i»oiiited out, 
the groat I)o(iaitinoht of the Defence of the country and the other great 
Departments of Foreign and Political Relations. 

Kow 1 believe that a Constitution so framed should still be submit’ 
tod to the publio opinion in the country afterwards, at.d probably bo 
made a subject of discussion throughout the country, especially * by tho 
liCgislatures who may have lioen elected. When that Constitution is 
taken to Kngland, it will in my judgment command the ies|iectful hear’ 
ing and attentioii which u Conttitution framed otherwise is not likely 
to do, and we can persuade people in England that if we do not como 
to them with tho ui.d countenance of the (lovernment of tho 

countiy, it is not our fault at all but is the fault of the imperfect Consti’ 
tutioii, and it is tho fault of the narrow-minded i>olicy udopted by those 
who happen to hold power for the time being. We have done tho 
most constitutional, the most open and tho most authoritative thing open 
to us. Of that 1 think it would be easy for us to convince the icasoii’ 
able {Mut of British public. Now that, in substance, is the idea, with 
perhaps a few alterations that may have to be made underlying this 
COVVXNTION* and it is with that view that Dr. Besant and her collea’ 
gues ill this matter have been proceeding.' 

The Conference then appointed a comirittee to draft resolutions on , 
the subjects of Royal Commission aid of sending a deputation to 
Eiiglaitd. The committee consisted of the Right Hon’Ue Srinivasa Sastri, 
Mr. B. C. Pal, Dr. Gour, Munshi Iswar Saian, Mr. 6. A. Natesaii 
Mr. Venkat})atbi Ri^u, Sir Deiaprasad Saibadhikari, Dr. Annie Besant, 
Mr. H. N. Dutt and Mr. Shi\a Rao (Secietary). Office-bearers were 
then appomted with Mis. Besant as the General Secretary, Sir Tcj 
Bahadur as the President and Mr. Sastri as the Vice-Piesident 
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K^idi dnyj Fdbruary 35rdj th® National Confaranco ra'aaaatnUlad to 
^onaider tha draft raaoluiions. Mr* SASTRl movad the firet resolution : 

5 V sastri's rksolutiun 

“That this Coiifercnoa, having re.>fard to the keen and \vida»|)i'«ad 
datfre in the country for immediate revision of the Uoveriimaiit of India 
Act BO as to secure full ras^ionsibility of the Executive to the Legida- 
lure in both the Proviucial and the Central Governments, regrets the 
attitude of the Govortiiiient in this matter and urges that His Matesty’s 
Goveniment should lose no time ia appointing a Commission fully I'e* 
presenting all sharles of opinion and interests in India so that immediate 
measures may be taken for the establtshmcnt of full responsible gt>vern- 
ment in the provinces and the transference of all deiuiiinionts at present 
administered by the (iovenior-Geneial-iirCouiicil to a Cabinet res|M)itsible 
to the elected licgislaturc except Foreign Atfairs including relations with 
the Indian States and the licfeuoe of the country, suitable piN>visicin 
being made to the latter dei^itinent under the control of the 

Indian Legislature as early as is practicable/’ 

Mr. SASTRI said that the vote in the Assemldy was indicative of 
the fact that all shades of noirofficial opinion in that IIouho, In^th 
advanced and fairly Conservative, stocxl united in their dernatab The 
only notable i>ersons who voted against Pandit Motilal Nchnrs reso* 
liition were Sir P. S. Sivaswaniy Iyer and Mr. Sanmilh. He did not 
know the attitude of Mr. Samaiih who had not s|K)kcii but he knew 
that Sir Sivaswamys K|)eech showed tliat he voted not against the 
deiiiand but against the tiatticular method. K>oii those iciuvsentativcs of 
communal interests who stiuck notes of dissent did so not Ina^ausc they 
were opinwed to the CHtablishmeiit ul I'cspoiisiblo government, Lut lHH,auMe 
they wanted a guarantee of the a<iiustincnt of their sjiocial intoi^fsts 

which could now be devised. Ho was sure that this was the attitude of 
the bulk of the Mahoinedaiis, non*Brahmins and the Depressed clusm^s. 

He said that in regretting the attitude adopted by the Government 
they could not blame any i^articular Government in India or in FiigJand 
because both were responsible for the iM:>Kiti(>n taken up by Sir Malcolm 

Hailey in his iigudicious 8i)eech. He ho}»o€] tliat after the interval that 
had elapsed* Lord Olivier would make a dc]>aiture on the *i6th favour 
able to their claim and they honied to cable the resolution to l»rd 
Olivier to be in his possession before he spoke on the 26th. 

Mr. Saatri next pioceeded to justify why a Royal (ommission 
had been preferred as the agency of inquiry. He said that a Royal 
Commisaion was a thing undeisRaKl }»y the British people and wotild 
ahow that they were not making a violent de|>arture fititn the agency 
set up ill the Government of India Act Moreover a Commission would 
be aUe to aift the evidence of all interests and communities and, as it 
would have outsiders on it, it would inspire confidetice among special 

eommuiiitiee and interests. A noirolhcial >jody having no aiithoiity to 

summon witnesses and however good its i^ersonitel would not bs aeeept* 
ed by all interesU in the country and countermovemeiits might bs aeb 
up against it A Royal Commission was a better maebinery to a4S«di* 
eats the cooflkititig interests. Me further pointed out that the appoint* 
meiit of a Royal Commission did not involve giving up the prindple ol 
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self-dctoriniTiatioii Y>ecaiiflo thero roiild still l>e a Convention or a Round 
Table Confcrenoe ai:fl whatever coiichwion#* they arrived at would mmplify 
the task of the CornniiKHion. He Y>elieved that the Commi«sion*s corclu- 
sioii should give Hatisfaction, but if the report, of the Commission failed 
to give them fiatisfaction they could tJike up the matter themselves in 
the National Convention. 

Continuing, Mr. Sastri mentione<I that although Mr. liaiigaohaiiar aiid 
otheiH Inul made it clear in their Fpeerhes that they wanted to exclude the 
Aimy and Foreign ar:d I'olitieal relations. Sir Malcolm Hi»iley repeatedly 
ignored these assurances in his reply, jKWHibly 1»ecau»e the resolution 
did not especially exclude those dcpaitmeiits. Hence his rewdution ex* 
rludcd them to remove any doubt. He said that Mr. Rangaehaiiar 
was about to move an amendment in the hum of an addition to urge 
fipedfically the Indianisation of the Army and to make it clear that 
the Ainiy should not be altogether excluded from the legislature. 
Ho whnle-hcaitedly agreed with the amendment. 

Mr. RANOAClIARIAlt tnovc<l an auiendmeiit by way of an addendum 
to the resolution. The addc'iidum reiwls: “Such ]iro\i.don iiiclude.s steps 
to be taken, in the inejiinvhile, t4» bring the subicct.s of the Indiaiiisa- 
iion of the Airiiy, the Terrifoiial and Auxiliaiy Ff)rre8 more uiuler tln> 
iiifluence of the (Viitral Legislatiiie. ’ In moving the jwldition of the.-<e 
voids to the lesolufioin Mr. RangJithaiiar said that there was n» 

necessity f<»r justifying his supvsut to the resolution tV>r the a]n>oifitment 
of a Royal Commissitm. The l\V.solution dhl n<»t exelude the idea of 

a Rourd Table Conference and a CoNVKNTIon, and a Royal Conimis* 
sion could go liai d in hand with a Round Table Conference, or with 

a (’ONVKNTfON. It was ratln r a remarkable featuie of the time that 
Irdiaim, who had been advocating till 1919 api»ointiiient of a Royal 

Coiniiiissioii for every ill, opi»osed i;o>v the idea of a Ihiyal (’omniis.sioii. 
No doubt; this feeling was partly due to the pn>eeedings of the Lee 

Commission, but Inrlians shouhl iiot be guided by one such. For instanctv 
the ste])M which the Government had taken to earry out the resolutioi s 
of Sir Sivaswami Iyer were ui aatisfactoryi and if there was no Indian 
to influence the course of aetitui, the process would l>e slower and more 
tedious. What he wante<l, therefore, was that an Indian Minister should 
1>e associated with the Cominander'iirC’hief, to lie in charge of the 

three subjects nuuitioued in the amendmcnl and to be answerable !<► 

the Legislature for them. 

Mk. G. a. NATESAN moved the ap|Nuntnient of a deputation fo 
work for the fmthoraiiec of the objects mentioned in the rc.solutiun 
a.skiiig for a Roywl (Vimmisaion, the deputation to eoiisi.st of Sir Tej 

Ralnulur Sapru, Mr. Sastri, Dr. Annie Bosant and some others who 
would bo apiHiintcd later. He said that Sir Malcolm Hailey in trying 
to sliow^ that the Liliorals and the Sw'an^jists had iliffercnt ends in view 
had misreprosentod the ix)aitioii. There w'ore fundamental difference.^ 
l*etween the Swarajists and the Liheiiials in other directions but on the 
<ino.stion of demand for the introduetion of rosixmsible Government there 
was aWolutely no differeuccs of opinioii >»etweoii them. 

If the Government of Irdia thought that there was difference, it 
must he completely out of touch with the people or incaiiahle of 
reading the real pulse of the nation. He ho[)ed liOrd Reading vrould 
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uiiderstai.d the spirit of luoii like Lord Mimo and Lord Chelmsford 
Hiid agree to a Comniissioii. He believed the deputation wtmid do valuable 
service in getting supjioit in Kttglatid. 

The resolution was carriicl aid also the following n^solution moved 
by Dr. Annie Dcsaiit : 

“That the Convention shall meet for its first session on April ‘Jlst 
a!id' and such other days as may Iks necessary at Allahabail.” 

Silt TIM HAllADCK SAPKC in bringing the session to a close 
slH»ke at Ien;^th (»n the tlebate in the Assembly and dealt with tho 
)K>ihts put forward by the Cbiveinment. He said that the eunditions 
(•numerated by the Home Mendau' as retaiiling the advaiiee pro\ided 
the boht aiguniei.t for api»ointinj: a Koval Coininission or a Kound 'I'ablo 
Conference with a view to tiiid a sointnni for them. The deliiite in 
the Assembly hafl left him sad. because it was deviaed nioro to seruro 
dialectic >ictoi> over the other than to treat tlie i)nestion seriously. 

As to whether the de< lata fat i<»n 4«f Au;:ust 20tln 1917, promised 
Dominion Stains or Kesi*onsible Government, he ho\>ed. for the giMnl 
name and lepntalion (»f the (Jovernmeiit here and the Government in 
ICngland, that there was no such seiionsne.ss ludiind the deruntion of 
that character (Applause t. As f«»r the debate, it showed the remarkable 
fact that the Liberals and Swarajists stood together in respect of lira’s 
for (Vnistitutional Advanie, namely, that only the Army and Koreign 
and Political llesohitioii.s were to be e.xcludod. As to the plea tliat 
the Keforin.s must Im^ worked for iim years he said that the piovisioii of 
the (fovermnent of India Act di<l not exclude the apiMu'iitmeiit of a 
Itoyal Commi.ssk)n earlier, and he ehalleng<Ml any other legal interpreta- 
tion, and referred to Mr. Montagu's reply to Col. AVedgwtuMl in rhe 
ilou.se <d Commons in justification of an earlier tip]K)in(meiit of a 
Coinmi.ssion if conditions waiTanted it. He did not belong to the party 
\vlu» thought that the Goverrmient of India Act was a mere eiMinaiflage: 
at the same time the fart remaiin'd tliat a bulk (»f tho pe<»ple in the 
country rlid not aceeivt it, and this fact conhl not be iguorerl ; the icsnlt 
was that sitrre the intrxKbietion of tho Ibdorms, arstivities have been 
directed to de.striictive rather than eonstnierive channels only in this 
i'ouritry. Kegarding the working of the jar'sent (*on8titiition, he said 
that some Ministers luwl lieeii making vojy uiuomfoitable speecln’s alMiut 
the working of Jfiaichy. Apart that, so far as the Central Gov* 

erianoi.t was ((MiCeiiied, there was 1.0 getting aw;iy from ihe fact that 
an irremovable Kxertilivc face to face with an o\ eihelmitrg injd‘»rity of 
rioir officials could i.ol rontinue, aral the Govei iiiiient ursler sin h l iidiiiis 
tanees could not bring forwairl measures witli any cuniage beciiis** of 
the absense of any parly t-o fall Iwick njKm. He was in favoni- of 
finding a fonnula to got over the r^oinmunal iliflicnIticH, and whatever 
agreemetit was anived at to emlsMly it in a sUitiite. As for the «|Uestion 
of defence, the faduTiie of the Indiaiiisiition sfincticiied by tin* (fovern 
rnent would moan waiting for stmie centuries (laingliter). He ho|»efi, 
therefore, that the Confcreiicc or a Com mission would lay down a 
ixmiTse which would enable Indians, in a resfinable course of time, to 
ACipiire the control of the Army when HufTieient aupply of Inilian 
Officers was available. Thciefoie by i^wtimning the appuintmci.t 01 lha 
Commission they were not .-olving the i|iicstioii of selrdeferc,*, but, 
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delaying it* Contlnuiiigy he relented to the api^ntmefit of the Lee 
Commisaion. He iiftid th^ the increaftin/ir associat^n of Indiatia and 
eatabliahment of Besponaible Government atood together, and by appoint* 
ing the liCe Commimdon without at the aame time examinirtg queiitioii 
of the Constitutional advance, they had prejudiced the cause of the 
advance. Bir Malcolm Hailey had asked that Services would like to 
kr :ow whore they stood. His reply was that the (leople of India 

would like to know where they stood with regard to the Services. 
Hefore the Keforms, the Services were the custodiaiis of all power, and 
even under the Hefotms they possessed large powers. Indians waiitetf 
the Services to approximate to the fiositioii of the Serviees in England, 
and the whole question should have been examined together by a Koyal 
ConiniiKSton. As it was, he was afiaid the liOe Commission’s Repoit 
might prejudice the cause of the Constitutional advance. He, however, 
assured the Services of our readiness to meet their legitimate grievances. 
The Government of India must have received their orders from the 

Home Govcriinient. Indeed, the Home Mefnl>er had said that that was so. 
He realised that the Labor Party had not l>een in office too long ai.d 

that it had still to find its legs to stand on. He, for one, did not 

take the present ixisition as reflecting the Lober Paity’s (.(>iisidere<j, 
settled and final decision, and inmx the observations of Mr. Rainssy 
Macdonald and Mr. Trevelyan to show their real views about India, 
he was sure that under such circiimstaiices it would be suicidal to 
adopt any tactics in India which might make the ix>sition of the I^lior 
Patty more difficult in future, so far tis hidia was coiicoriied (Hear, 
hear). The difficulties might not be understood by those who had not 
held office (I,aughter). l4alK)r must not, thoretorc, be hustled, liabor 
was pledged to grant India Self-Goveriimeiit, and now that l.al>or was 
in power, it was in a position to deliver the goods. They must not 
therefore make its task difficult, at the same time they must consider 
the existence of strong and iiowerful interests working against Ii.dia. 

National Convention Eatablbhed 

The Natioiml Convention was established at Allahalsid on the 22nd 
April 1924. Throe preliminary meetings w'ere held for informal dis- 
cussion avmiiging the order of business. Everyone present took the 
Pledge outlining the osseiitials of the Constitution for establishing in 
Ii;dia Doniitiioii Kulo or Swaraj, thus placing her in the position of a 
Free Nation within the Commonwealth, as dofliiod by the Congress 
Kesolution of 1914. The Convention memliera numbered 241, including tlie 
General Council of the National Home Rule League. Evei'y orgaiiised 
body working for Ilome Rule is included in it. lJl»erils, National 
Home Rulers, Swamjists and Independents are all Ixiuiid by one common 
pledge. On 22iid April took place the foinial meeting fuller aocoui.t 
of which is reserved for the next issue of this (Quarterly. 
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Mmjbomiiduin to fhit Piime Mtmater. 

l ilatfar in the year the Britiah Auiiliafy of Mrs. Beaaiit*a 
Nalhtoal Conference sent out a question to Labour and Liberal 
caimdalea to die last General Election in England aaktiw them if 
du|)r aupMit" in parliament, if elected, die imie of a Royal 

Cojdumiiion to uidia to explore the Act of 1919 for accelerating 
tlm Reforma. 150 M. P’a pledged to support the proposal. The 
following memorandum was accordingly sent to the rtime Minister 
by die British Auxiliaiy of the Jndtan National Conference on 
8di February 1924 soon after Labour came into office. 

Sir. — The signatones to this Memoranduiii are the ExeoiinVe oOeers 
of the British Auxiliary of the Indian National Conference* and the 
Mettkorandum is presented on behalf of the members of the Orgaiiiaatiou. 

2. The Indian National Conference is an organisation which was 
formed at Raisina* Delhi, on February 12, 1923 ; it is composed of 

members of the Indian foogislature and ropreMiitatives from Politioal 
Aisooiations who are in favour of working the Montagu*Cheliiuiford Reforms. 

5. The olgect of the Organisation is to secure the recognition of the 
right of India to be an equal partner in the Common ne^th of free 
Nations united by the Crown of H. M. Qeorgo V. and it seeks to estab' 
Itsh this right as speedily as possible by Parliamentary means. 

4. The declarations of die Lalior Party in Lnhf and /As ^Social fhrd f 
(1918): ^‘with regard to that great Commonwealth of all races, all cobra, 
all religions and all degrees of civilisation that we call the British Empire, 
the Labor Party stands for its m untenauce and its progressive develop- 
ment on the lines of l^ocal Autonomy and 'Home Rule* all round ; the 
fullest respect for the rights of each people, whatsoever its eolor, to all 
the Democratic HelKloveriiment of which it is capable, aiul to the 
proceeds of its own toil upon the resources of its own territorial home ; 

the closest possible co-opemtioii among all the various metiibera of 
what hiMi become essentially not an Empire in the old sense, but a 
Britannic Alliance ; coupled with consistent support to the principle of 
granting to India the status of a Dominion as speedily as possible 
aflTorded by the Chancellor of the Duchy of lisncaster (Kt. Hon. Col. *1. C. 
Wedgwood. M« P.i D. 8. O.) and by the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Treasury (Mr. B. €. Spoor. M. IM, lead us to lielieve that the presen- 
tations made in this Memorandum will receive the immediate and 
sympathetic consideration of His Majesty’s Ministers, and be followed by 
appropriate action. 

6. We would draw your attention to the fact that the llcclaration 
of His Majesty’s Government of the 20th August, 1917, emphasised by 
K. R. H. tiie Duke of Connaught- at the opening of the Indian AssemMy, 
stands on record as the considered policy of Britain, and it has been 
accepted by the mass of the Indian people as an Irrevocable pledge. Any 
policy putsued by H. M.'s Ministeni which has the semWanee or appear- 
ance of atttltifyuig, modifying or weakeiiitig the letter or the spirit oi this 
pledge, or which unduly delays its complete realisation, tends to riiefiato 
Indian puUio opioton ; and morever gives cobr to the statements of tiiosa 
who deaiie to destroy the British connection with India and who wiO 

r'lmt opportunity which such a policy presents tiioin to 

iurtiier thoir political endb. 
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fi^ lio r6«|to «fld lo iiiideritatid the feeling in India in Mippoit tt o 
SelMtule* the danger of a oonekfefable iwedii 
the preieiit^^^^^ movement ie irnmediate and oomidemMei Mk 
^ ^ morting to maintain the British supremacy meidy int»M 

violent opiirion and inevitably leads to dkastious consequenees, as hie 
been diowit in the case qf America in I7T6, and moi« reomitly in 
Iretaiid* We feel oonvinoed that H« Ms Ministers would prefer to 
emulate the examples of Lord Durham and Sir Heniy Campb^'*^BBii{ier 
man and so et eate a bond which will lie unbreakabld between India mid 
Britain as is the tie between the BelKIoventing Dominions and Britaiik 
7. We have been led to make the foregoing statemeiit leoaiiiae’'U^^ 

^ fortui^ly the policy which has been pursued of late by your predeoer 
iOm in oihee has given rise, ai.d with justificalion, to a grave miepieion 
of the good faith of Britain in its relations with India. This suiqiietuB 
has been reileoted in the recent elections to the Indian Legialatores and 
has been a principal contiihutory cause of the defeat of the Corltitu' 
tional Parties that desire to oo'operate in the working of the Sefotma 
It is jioastlile that a serious deadlock may result, which cannot but add 
to the dithculties of ndmiinstnirion, will tend to inflame public opinkm, 
militate against the well-beiiJig of the people, and be fraught with gnwe > 
danger to ^e British Gomtnotiwealth. 

y. We would draw your attention to the (act that at proseiA India 
has got a paitial element of Responsibility in the l^oviiioes and no 
RiMipoiHaliiliiy In the Central Government. The feeHng is giowing that 
iHt oontimiance of the principle Diarchy is no longer tenable and In 
many responsible quaiters it is held that die time Im come whan fuB 
Autonmiiy should be giaiited to the Provinces. As regards the Cential 
Coverranent, the position is delioate mid uimatuipl* It ^ ^to deal erith«a 
laite iion*official inaiority in the Lower House, the growring power of 
which caniiot be ignoredi yet it mmt perlome submit to the direction, 
eottrol and superintetideiiee of the Secretary of Btiate. 

$>. The power wielded by the Secretary of State is iiot dhasotyj 
An uneasy feeling prevails in India that it is constantly l»eiDg us^ 
agafiMt the iiiterests of India, a feeling even shared members of the 
Eufc^n community, as references to the files of Adgjodtdian journals 
will show. At the inoeptioii el die Govarnmeiit el India Aet» it was 
believiMl that the ^wer of the Beeretary of ^'tate was a reserved foiror 
oifty te be used in exoeptkml ctroinnstanoes, end newer whew the 
f^ventmiint df India and the UMjority of ^ Assembly were in eooorcL 
lb fiet, the Parliunei»tary C ommt itfe reconmei^ed that the 

Seeretary of State should not wm his ovei?iijdiDg powers iti cases 

the agreed in mamti^ 

'of aj^K^^ <w pdiioy,) The pql^^ by your pm' 
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prtvaib, in both E^pean and b;j|irt India, that b 

b prevent the sdopthm cd of 

Gosmiaskm much Mved tn on the oeoasion of thf 

of the Sak Ihx.. ■■■■■■■■■ 




$ 9 *^ lfEIR>RAK1>U\i TO THE PRIlilE MINlSrER 

The CStitMefttion of the 8iitt Tex has i^heldy done more then 
eke to give eoler to the of those who metnteined 

tfie Montego^elmsford Reforms were illusoiy* end who coiitetitad 

ttere was no i-eel design on tho |>art of Britain to give eomplete 

BdHMlbvertiittent to Indie. Pmposeil in when the Ihtdtmt showed 

a deftoieney of £2l,00<»,000, it was rejected by the Assembly. The 

Oovermnent ol Ii.dia acted oonstitutaonally and accepted tho deeiaion of 
ite Parltameiit. In when the de6cit was only two and a half 

million poundsi and despite tho fact that the Kern^tary of State bad in 
hand more than fourteen million pounds leiiig tho profit of the QoM 
Cnireney Reserve investments, the Tax was again piDitofled. Deeisiveiy 
rgieeted by the Assemiily, tho imwer of Certifioatioii was uscvl and the 
tax was imposed. This Houtiiig of the considered opinion of an elected 
body on 8U<^ a \ii,il question as tho imposition of taxation wan a 

negation of every fundamental ptinciple of SelH loverinnent. And it Is 
haidly to be wondered that those who stood for co-operation ami the 
working of the (Constitution weie defeated at tho election. 

11. The imprisonment of political oirendors, iK>t cltargcnl with 

violent action, and pjuticularly the detention of Mahatma (landhi, has 
also aroused deep suspicion roncerning tho bona ,ful^n of the British 
(lovernment regarding its desire to extend SolKloveriimeiit to India. 
The liSbor Party h.i8 iinhesit itingly eondemnod Uith the Tsarist and 
the Soviet Governments of Kussii for pursuing this ivilicy towards tK>lt* 
tteal opponents, and it has always recognised that such methods, iimtnad 
destroying the opinions, materially increaMO the followings of those who 
are imprisoii^ 

ISL The treatment and status of Indians in the territiuies of the 
Crown under the direst control of IL Ms Ministers, particmlaily in the 
proposed dual standard of citizenship in tho Empire for Indiaiw and 
ISutopeans as exemplified in tho Kenya ease, has stirred the whole of 
the Indian people. This decision has apparently set at naught tho do- 
olaratioiis of H. M. Queon Victoria and H. M. George V. 

IS." The despatch of the Secretaiy of State in his created 

profound disappointment and resentment. It would appear as if your 
predecessors in oiBoe had done everything in their iiower to make difficult 
the path of those who, relying on the pledged word of Bjitain, honestly 
aeoepted the Reforms as a stop on the road to Self'-Kule ; and attempted 
to work toyally and sincerely in oo-operation with the Govemmont. 
feeiiiig that ly so doing they would hasten tho day when Itulia would 
take her place as an equal partner In tho Bntish G/ominoti wealth. 

14* We feel sure that a l^abor C^vemmoiit has no desire to pursue 

a policy in regard to India when it is similar to that which lost Ametica 

sod pi^ueed such tragic ootisequenees in Ireland, and therefore it will 
take inuaediate steps to oonviiice the iieople of India that it intends 
to effirry out the pledge of 1S17, liotb in the spirit and the letter. 

to* The diOciiitiei of the present position may be summarised as 

loUows: 

(«) fneoiivenieiioos and anomalies to practioid admiuistrstioti tinder o 
sygtam of Dkrohy in the Proviiioes; 

(h) Diffieolty in pmetioa of ati irresponsible Ckotral Govemmeot 
eantooBiiig ami superinteodiiig the admsnistrstiofi of Transferred Uepati* 
leeiits by Mioisten xespousIMe to loc.il I.egislaturos ; 



(«) Xlia of Hie Catitral Govennnoot bnviiig w 

jM^oal ot taeftf in a Legidatnird witb a mujotity of ideetod 
.\of ;tlio |feo|4e;; ^ 

(i) *^0 ootitml of tha Bacrataiy of State; 

(e) JThe failura to protect the ItitaraatB of Indians ovemaaa. 

16* To overcoine these real diffioulties we are of the opinlmi .that 
full Eesponsible Goverimient in the Provinces and comi^ete RMpons^ity 
in the Central Govemmeut, except in the Militai'ys Political and Foreign 
l)epnittuci ts, should be established without delay* 

17. To seour.> this end we suggest the immediate appointment of 
a Commission similar to that provided for in the Government of India 
Act, 19IP, for making a full enquiry into the actual working of the 

g resent Constitution and making recommendations in respeet of future 
onstitutiotiii] Advance. It is not reasonable thidi India should he 
coi.demned to the administration of a faulty Constitution for six long 
years if immediate reform is possible. Ifae statutory providou for an 
examination in 1929 should not preclude an examination before that 
date. Only good can oome of it. 

18. Further, we suggest that an amnesty be granted to all political 
pnsonom not charged or convicted of actual violent crime, and that even 
in the esse of the latter a review of the oircumstanoes of each individual 
case l>e undeitakoii with a view to a revision of sentence in all suitable 
cases. We ai*e convinced that the recent unconditional release of Mahatma 
Gandhi will create a good feeling in India and will do much to quell 
any manifestations of violence. 

19* W^e also suggest that while we, as do the Indian people,, accept 
the responaibilities ai.d implications of Trusteeship for the indigenous 
Inhabitants of Kenya, the decisions of ^e White Paper iwgardiug 
communal electorates, restriction of immigration, and the status of 
Indians be not implemented, and that the Joint Committee M the 
Goveniment of India and the Colonial Oifice be appointed as speedily 
n» possible to re-examine the whole question upon the Imis bf equal 
treatment for immigiaiit communities irrespective of colour, 

20. As sincere believers in the principles of Self-Goverument within 
the British Commonwealth, a postulate solemnly accepted by the I.abor 
Paiiy, we tiust that H. M.'s Ministers will seriously take into oonsidera^ 
tkm the statements made in this Memorandum, will act qnickly along 
the lines suggested. at.d so help to lay the fourAation of a lasting 
limdcfaip between the i>eoples of Britain an j Indhi. 



The KK^ Movement 

"^Sriie oiitiftaiidtJig fM;ur6 of the Kiiila£at movement atim the Goeatuidn 
€^f«reiioe in December last has been the serious set back it has 
received from the dmstio notion of tibe Angora Nationals not only in 
the Suhan*i*Kh8dilat but also in abolishing the institution of the 
Khilaiat altogether. That some such thing was going to happen was 
greatly apprehended but the Khiiafatista hoped to influence Angora by 
sendhig strong deputations representing Moslem feeling in India and 

by joining their forces with simUar representations fix>m Uie other 
Motitm countries. The proposal for sending such deputatiotis to Angora, 
Arabia and other Moslem States was tnoob^ so long ago as November 
last but lack of funds and delay in getting |>a88|x>rtr« sanctioned 
by the GovernnieMt of India held them up indefinitely. After the 
Cocanada Congress Maulaiia Shaukat AH accompanied by Drs, Kitchlew 
and Syed Mahmood toured iu South India and Ceylon and collected 
funds for the purppse. But serious developments took place >.>eforo lhe> 
could place their representation before Angora. In this connection a letter 
written by the Rt. Hon. Mr. Amir Ali and If. H. the Aga Khan 
to Oeul. Ismet Pasha and its publication in the Constantinople 
caused a tremendous sensation. The following is the toxl of this tetter 

To His Kxcvikucy HUmi ImiH Priwic Minintt-r of Tink»*y.— 

Vour KxcseUency, 

J. AS con^kittciit frioiul»* of now Twikoy ami in fuj) i^yiti^Nitliy wiili Ir*i aitpira 
tions xu» an in<lc|ieJuknc mvinlxM* in the ettmity uf thtr tivt* fuitiotiifc of (lie weihl, 
ilf^irc with yout (lenniM^ioii to iuvifi* the atiuntSon of the (iraml Nutioiml AKm>tn1i*> 
to the Very <Ui«turh)ng effootn the preiioiu iiiiC’rtnin piHiitioii of (he i*iiiiph<»linani i- 
excrcislng among the vnitt populationtt who Irhmg to the 8iinni eomtmiiitoii. W<- 
havtf notioeil with tin* ^avtiteht nvivi thru Ulani, tti^ n gretii tuontl aiul imhemve foire, 
JcMiing among latye Mretloii'. of the Sunni ation, owing to the diminution in thr 

Caiiph’ii dignity and ju-thtige, itn weight ami inCueiuv. Ktir ohviotiH reaiM»nii we do 
not wi»h tu |>anicu'ari*ii tlie faeu, Inn iit, alxMiIute aeeuinry canitot In* gaiinaid. 

2. In the t^unni communion, w r not |M>iiti out, the Hptrituai hemUhif* 

tim link whieii bindh the torowei> of Ittlaiii a« a vu<^( congregation. Wiien 
tJie Caliphate wat» in |icril from our»ii<h* attuekH, Mu^^allTUln fcH^ling nii o%'er the worJo 
w'as vt«> out y agitated, and the Mii« imn of India gave their eym)»ttthy and Hipj oM 
Uj the Turk'isti nation ui the U'tief Itmt in fighting for tiH'ir inde)i(.ndetice they wer< 
fighting Aiho for the prm'rvation intact t»f the iiuititutioii which hyiidio ixeiil >tuf»)lin 
«oijdarity« Throughout tho.'^; critii^l timem we «lreituouK y piemUnl fur rhe Tui kiHh 
cavMC. And a Bi‘i(ii»li MuKiim organii^uion hari, ever hiiio* the Tuiktofia tan War in 
Trmdi aiul Cyn idacn, devoieil Hh em-rgu*» in emhiavoirriiig i«» aUeviate the wulo li 
xniBering ami diMnw* among the Torkirh jno|»?u. Our olweM'ai ioio* and i»ugge»ti<»ni!», 
tlardFon*, we trusf, will iH.<'cive n e<mnou« hearing fiom Your Kxr'UeiieyV tlovYrro 
man regarding a t|ntr>»ion, in which we, in cumiiMm with aJ Muw im>^, take the 
ileepciit iiiieieid. 

Si It mu»f iu>t Iju hupp»>»*iHl for a moment from our amiarkK that we wi«*ii i^* 
MUggest that the |H»wcr of riic laopIc^H rcprewmmiitv?* »houd U* in any 
curtailsd. What we rcHja?crfa'ly urge h tliat th<r reiigmua Inwilahip of the tfuimi 
world al^oUl be niaintaiiUHl intact in acjconianee with tins Slisriyycit. In tnir opinimi, 
any dlmlumiaii iu ilw prentigt; of the CaUph or the elimifiation of Itie^ C^lipluito af!» 
ja:m)%kws fcetor ftoni the turkifOi ljoily-|ioMtic wotifd mesn ilic diaiiitegrai dm of 
lUhuii aihi its pmcticaf dinawwaTance a# a nioial forw in fla* wonl— s contltigottoy 
are fMsre, neither the Graiwl Kathwml Anseiiibly nor Bis Baeelhmey fho 
Jrttrtia, can riew with oriuanimliy. 

i; III oor oi’^nkm the CaUph^niam f*yaiho’i«» ihe unity of the flaittd ootMU. 

y..:':.;;'-',. J la \ V 



tmd tlie liu^ M i* neiiibsr d the TnrMi wtd ii ^deiM^ast: 

^ fomirlef dl to Turkey a poittkm paeMiiicftfe manic 

Kamle.' iitttiane.. . : 

t l^r ii oentttJrleti ItM been the <3ardiiuil ()rixici|tle of tiie AhNi-Snimiiti an«t 
on we i« ilie I}ffUtt*i*UinRiar, that the the Ticc^^vent tn tluv 

Prophet/ ie the Imam of tfi; Sanni coiticrefiratioiw, ami that lietwueti him and th^ 
geneva’ hdiy d wo.iihi{MTH there is a nexus which knits together the Alit i-Sunnau 
Thk mystjca! etemeut chhiur b-j <.*r<ulicate(l from the Muslim miml without tireating 
(iiiieont in the worhl of 1^ aw. 

0, We iiewl not remtiiil Yout Kx<;cl!eiu*y ihat even when the Catiph-Imam Iom. 
bis t<m)}s>riil fiowcrv tiie \sYViii Kings awl Chieftains nought ami obtained from him 
iuveatiturc in order to validate iii^ir title to rue and to leail at prayerHj the naual 
ooncoinitant ol K^ uJnr inithority. If Islam is to nmintain its pace in the world at»a 
great moval force, the Ca’ipli'i* {Kisithoi and dignity^ rtliould not, in any jrvcnt, bn 
o*HS than that rd the Pontiff of ila* (*hurch of Home. 

7. For then* iviiMom, auiong others 4>r)aA ly eogew, we as the true friemls of 
Turkey, res|ieetfu ly tu’ge upon ilte Urand National Assembly amt ita groat and far> 
slgbUxi lemiers the iimniuetit fi4?c<>*«iiy for maintaining the ndigious atul niomi 
♦JO Ida jit y of Islam by iilaeing the tiabph fmamate on a IttKia whie.h wouil (Ximmntt*! 
t.hc eonfidenee aiul esteem of tlie Mns itn nations, and thwH imiian to the Turkiaii 
titat<? unique strength and «lignify. 

1'hiH letter wan aent to Istnet Paaba in a confidential cover and a 
week laror the writers sent copies to the Constantinople papers* 
The publication of tlic letter in Constantinople was followed with dramatic 
HuddennoHs by the tirrest of ceitain people and of three distinguished 
editors on a charge of high treason before an exceptional "riibiuial of 
of Indepentlence/' t. a tnbiuial independent of the normal legal 
procedure of the w)untry, specially despatched from Angora. The 
Tribunal however soon acquitted the Editors but this sensational affair 
showed liow jealous and suspicions the Turkish Itepnblic was of any 
thing that came from such staunch friends of Britain as the two august 
writers of the letter. '1 he basis of the nutional law of the New Turkish 
liepublio is the scpanitioii of the Khilafat from the Siiltonate— the 
religious authority from the sovereignty of the nation. I'ho Khalifa waa 
so long maintained as a religious ixjntirf but the auth<»rity of the Turkish 
State was vested in the Republic and its (Iraiid National Assembly. 

The Aga Khan's letter >vas a jHiwerful plea for the I'estoratiou of 

the wuinarehy. There was an almost veiled threat implied in this. 
The supiHjsod dimirmtion in the Khalirs dignity tuid prestige, which is 
but luitural fix>m a temporal ijoint of view when he has ceased to be 

the hew! of a iiowerful state, was regretted by the Aga Khan and 
Mr. Amir Aii who go on to point out that the Indian Muslims have 
es^lished a claim to speak out on these ngiltteis by their services to 
the Tukish cause. 0i»6n supiwit was given to the monarchist ir.ovement 
which ^allenges the very principles of the now Turkish revolution. Even the 
‘Times* which cautiously defended the Aga Khan in a leading article 

declared the publication of it to lie an indiscretion. As said Ismet Pasha 
to an interviewer:— 

**Tbf auitmlc «f jU<^ Tlvrki^h Htpub^ic miomb *bi' )ia* l»*4U clesriy 

UiHsIsud by ilie law of 1, Tltc (Imiiil KatioiiaS y isHwi/ 

pillar of jIm* CttUplittU^ TIhmv iv srUms- ^ iImm* : Tlw (‘^iUpbato, 

H Ksoml iiiHtUaliott for A*l te moh? right^i over Turluy ibah ^ As 

ovvr Kgypt, Afghauii^tou, Ol* tiny otkr f have rwvivotl a 

ilw Aga* Wmn aiul Mr, Aimer Aii wbleb Im*. a*w> ton pub lslicd m the in^piipcrs; 

I Ki»»n iivvwr muioi^ttiiul this imVbxiliott or ibe pttr|:o«i« -of .}»ub islbug 

a trttor Nvhtrb wa» It in n sfi /quite an unproooilcnuM iinng ovr 

pubUsU a Iwur Mon' it has b atul read by the wlwaa tt M; 



Jaw Toe Aga Khan aii4l Mr. Amiser A*i cwino; |k»jiiibty o'aim u» Imv^ 

the l!§ifc, Uic knowli&ig^y aiMl iIk? exp.>ricttc; to |>u: forwaril uW,n'V,viuiw au i *ujwr'«. 

th* faMam^mta' Jaw «»f Turk'n', Fii» n a Migiau* \^un\ of view » »,.> 
hav« nn f(>aii«1a*ioi)i. T.i«?ir «>»vii puhiriiiotm »T !• yiw ajfti when 
ibe fi>i'tana»e waa alyi’is^Mi, are in aiiM>!un? «H>ittmilunioH wiili iJivir proKvin siaie 
iiieai4 i« a'tltough I «bi ii* iliniii it i.> jio inu) » Jio fro»n 

tbs njigiou# paiu» of view, it m not tiitfi.u t to see tJuii vIkmv c airim bav - «o 
ftMiiiiiaitOfi wliatevor. It is asit a mts-c.*)* to in* what o hiidh ilir Agt Khan atfl 
Mr. Am ter A'i liavo go; to make suggest ioiia aiiiJ olw»rviit ionn in t he iiani»» of i h 
SunnK** 

The disconteut amiiig from the cloproe of Xovomber Ikt whioh did 
not even allow criticisms aliout the coiidttiou of the CWirbat had been 
grovriiig steadily more and more outspokeu sinoo the Allied evacuation of 
Constantinople which removed the most pressing need for int'eriial union. 
Turkey had emerged from her victorious struggle in a terribly exhausted 
and impoverished condition. The feelings of dUillusionmeiit, diHsatis- 
faetion and unrest caused l>y all these inevitable social and economic 
difficulties bad been exacerbated by the political events of the last few 
weeks. Rightly or wixjngly, the intelligentsia'' of Constantinoplo was 
Thoroughly upset by the unexpectedly swift manner in which the Republic 
was pmolaimod and by the apparently vast a^ouiimlation of powers in 

the hands of the new President, Ghazi Mustaplu Kemd J^a^h i. Above 
all, that section of the Constantinople Press which h id already hinted its 
rllsconteut with the undeline<I position of the (>aliph was furtli^r stung 
into sharper opposition and criticism by the insulting abuses liurltMi at 

the House of Ottomaii by some of the repu)>lican jourinls. 

Into this heated atmosphere there suddenly came the bomb shell of 
the Aga Khans letter. The (lovcrnment dccnl^il tint it was time to 
call a halt^ to the everiiicrcasiiig stream oi’ wlnt, it must frankly b ‘. 
.‘ulmitted, was often captious, impatient, and unjust criticisni, and actoil 

un the old method of mowing doaui in’* heads of the tallest peoples. 
Further, there was distinct aiinoyanoe at the fact tl?at such a letter on such a 
subject should have been written in Knglisli. Coiiso(|uciitly the miMt 
fantastic theories ran current as to the letter having been, if not actually 
(*ouooctod, at least published with the »*otinivanci' of the Hritiah Kmliwsy 
in Coustantinople, and it w^as broadly hintecl that the whole opiiwKlo 
was a British intrigue designed t4> restore the Sultamito in the pcrmins 
of either the actual Caliph Alslul Majid or the deposed Sullatn AVabih 
udniin. 

It was fre»juofitIy stated by the ohler school of 'riirks in 

Cojistantinople that the Atjatolhii ii ' isant was fanatic illy i| *vot<y| to 
the Caliph and to the conception of his Pa'lish di ; thit niany of 

the Kationalists Army would never have taken up anus a.c:ufi under 
Mustapha Kemal Pasha if they ha<l not liecn ci>nvin<!ctj (hit tji'y were 
fighting for the lilieration and honour of the Sultan, and that U> this ilay 
many of the ignorant peasants of Anatolia do not know that the (Caliph 
had been stripped of his tciiii>oral powers. Angom Deputies, however, 
utterly pooh-pooh such a suggestion as ridicuhsis. Ihe Anatolian peasant, 
they d^lare, is no more attached to the Caliphate than the Russtatt 
moidiki proved to be attached to the Isar. It was ridiculous to 

speak any longer of Turkish religious fanaticism. Many^ Tuiks did. 
not go inside a mowpie once in a year. Hevoral Deputies insisted that 
kmee the Grand National Assembly harl laid down the mode of eleetiiig 



m ‘TlDB''it«HUirAT mvBMfm pattutu 

Ititfure ChUjiIk* mA tinee it voted Hm Mi^aiigr** Civfl lliii oiate 
idateit df the C!eli|Mb wee « pimiy iiitmuil efetr ef Turltey* 

Frem the Turkieh point of view, there are many enemies of Tnrfcey 

ead of Ulsiii who, under the pretence of anxiety for Islam heneif, 

intrigue against Turkish security, and only aim at having on the Thtune 
of the Caliph some one suflioiently amenaide to outMe tnfliteiteei to 
keep Turkey weak atd Islam in a state of tutel^* The SuHaiiate 

-^eveii the present Dynasty-* has acquired a sinister reputetioD in 
this rc8f)ect, ai.d the treat^beiy of the late deiiosed Sultan (for 
actively to oppose the Aiigom movement was treachery in Turkish 
Nationalistic eyeal was the ctilminattiig |ioint. Angora resolved that never 
more should the old '‘legimo* revive. The Sublime Porte, witfi^its 
intrigues and inethciencies. and the Palace with all its degrading 

entourage of enuebs ar.d ail. were to Y)e eliminated. That was why an> 
movement— no matter by whom siK)iisored— to increase the Caliph’s prestige 
or authority at that .iunctm^e became stisiief*t.. 

Meanwhile King ffuhsain, 'ilritaiiH faithful Arab Ally'\ was moving 
up and down Arabia throughout the month of January. An appeal was 
going round to the i»eoplo of Aiabia, starteil and inspired by whom it 
is not clear, except that Itoutei’s and the liondoti Times disclainier 
looked significant, to acclaim Jlussiiin as the *‘Caliph of Arabio Islam." 
ft should Is' not4^d, however, that it was llritaiii who instigated Hussain 
to lise in icbcllion against Turkey duninr the late war, and since then 
the nlo^oment of the ‘Arab Ally* has always been looked with great 
suspicion b> Angora. The volume of other iiitrigueH that were directed 
against the young icpublic of Angola, jealous of the their hard'fougbt 
indoiiomience HCiuud against the inightiost odds at liuusaniic, is of course' 
not known outside Angom. But the exaspeiated Turks did not wait long 
On March fth the whole Moslem world was convulsed with the newh 
that the Khalifa and ex'siiltan Abdul Mf^id was deposed, banished from 
roiistantinople and the Khilafat as an institution was abolished. * 

On Feb. 2fth Deputy Sarouhait Bey proposed a resolution in the 
Angora Assembly demanding the suppression of the Khalifate, the exclu 
sion of the Commi^say of Religious afaiis ficm the Turk Caliiuet, and the 
total abolition of the theological schools and tiibunals. And on the opening 
of the Assembly Mustafa Kamul Pasha, as President of the Republic, referred 
III strong tcims to the safeguarding of the Republic “at present and in 
future fiom all attacks * by '‘purging religion from all ^loUtical ties*' whicli 
(onstituted “the utal issues of the moment’*. On March 3rd the deposition 
t>f the Khalifa was ratified and his expulsion is thus described : — 

'At 2 0 clock in the moiuiog the Vali of Constantinople and the Director 
General of Public {Security, accompanied by the police, proceeded to 
the Dolmabagche Palace, where they oidored the Kbalif to seat himself 
upon the throne. The deoreo ordering his deposition waa then read, after 
which the Khali! waa ordered to deaoeiid the throne and make arrangements 
for hii immediate departure. An hour later, accompanied by hk two wives 
and bia aon, he was motored to Chatalja on the frontier, where^ 
special train awaited his departure to Switeerland. 

Thk news sent a tihrill of anguish throui^at the Moslem World. 
The Cetiteal Kh^at Committeie at Bombay sent oablei to Angora and 
to Mustafa Kemal to have authaiitlc information* 



lO. t9a4] CABLE TO KAMAL PASHA 

MUSTAFA XAMAL’s CABLB 

::iai sttthontative oaUe regarding the abolition oF the KhiUFat waa 
reoHi^ on March 10th from Moe^a Kamal Pasha. It sauI : — 

"^The law agreed toby the Grand National Asaembly. Turkey, is an 
foOowB : 

(l) The Khalifa has been deposed ; 

* (g) The Khilafat office l>oing essentially contained in the sense and 
meaning of Goveniment and Republic is al)oli8hed. The existence of a 
aeparate Khilafat office within the Turkish Republic proved to bo die- 

Curbing to the foreign and internal political union of Ttirkey. From 

aiipther side the Khilafat office idea> which has lieen conserved siitm^ 

ages to realise the basis of a united Muslim Government in the world 
has never been realised, and on the contmry has lieen a constant cause 
of stnfe and duplicity among the Muslims, whereas the real intarasts 
accept as a principle that the social associations may (oiistitute them^ 
Helves into independent govermnents. The spiritual and real Untd \>etweeii 
Muslim nations is understocKl in the signification c»f the sacred verse 

inua mul mominouu tl;Ara.— M pstapa Kamal.*' 

IIKPLY TO KAMAL PASHA 

In reply to the alove the following cable was sent by the 
Central Khilafat Committee aid the Jammt-ubricina. to the President. 
Republic. Angora: — *Mii a special Joint meeting of the Working Com- 
mittees of the Khilafat organisation and JamiatniMflema it was 
resolved to communicate the following message to the National AssemMy 
through Your Highness Your cable is i ot dear. Has the National 
Assembly abolished only the sepamte office of Iho Khalifa instituted 
recently by it aid has instead agiced to acknowledge the allegiance to 
the Fiesideiit of the Republic not only as the head of the Turkish 

SStatc but also as the Khalifat^iil'Miislimiii or is the Assembly as the 
executive of the Turkish Republic: not preiwiied to accept any resiioii 

aibility for the historic Isbiiuic institution called Khilafat 7 '1 ho iiowh 

so far received from Tin key icyaidiiig the uliolition of the Khilafat has 
caused deep distress and const ei nation among youi' Indian Muslim brethren. 
The Mussalmans of India aic lot paitisais favouring the retention ot 
the Khilafat as a monopoly of any jitulicular family or peii{ii)site oi 
any individual. Ihcy entirely distH>ciat€ themselves from any desire to 
intervene in the national ulfaiis of their Turkish brethren who are (|uitc 

competent to deal with Ihoin. I hit they arc deeply concenici] with ilm 

question of the letcntioii or aliolition of the office of the Khalifa itself 
which is the vci*y esseiice of Islamic faith and was designed to maintain 
and conserve the ideal of Jslaniic brotherhood through a definite and 
well-established institution. 

** It is true that when in the hour of his need the Khalifa called 
upon the members of the world- wide Muslim brotherhoiK] to assist him 
and his nation, the resiKinse of the Muslim world was veiy pinir, but 

it is equally true that this was for want of a properly and etfectively 
functioning Khilafat organisation. As a consequence of this not only 

Turkey but the entire Muslim world suffered grievously. But we leanit 

our lesson in the ternble school of suffering and awakened at last to 
a proper aeuse of the need of a refonned and renovated Khilafat. 

JS 



^ THK KHILAFAT PROBLEM [Calcutta 

The Indian Mueealmanii expected that Your Htghnetu after achieving 
such a welFeanied and sign^ sucoeas would revive Islam’s fundamental 
institution of the Khllaiat purging it of such excrescences as were not 
required by the Shariat but were the growth of persona] greed and 
dynastic ambition and re'cstablish it on a firm and democratic basis. 
But the entire abolition of the institution of the Khilafat just at the 
time when the Muslim world wa«» showing unmistakable signs . of 
awakening destroys all our expectatioua We l>elieve that the Khilafat 
and the Republic are not incompatible with each other and that the 
continuation of the Khilafat aiter its reform will not only not be 

detiimental to the internal unity of Turkey but will bo a source of 

strength to the Turkish nation in its relations abroad. We would tti 
any case implore Your Highness and the National Assembly not to 
belittle the imiKutance and advantages of the continuatiou of the 
institution of the Khilafat and its re'ostablishment on true democratic 
foumlations. The existence of the Khilafat does not of course depend 
upon the good-will of any particular Muslim nation or SUto but Turkey 
08 the last groat Muslim power is l)est fitted to remain associated 
with the Khilafat and this connexion wo fervently tnist will benefit 

not only the rest of the Islamic world but Turkey herself. If the 

National Assembly’s decision abolishes the institution of the Khilafat itself, 
it is liound to cause diversion and dissipation of energy and strength 

in the Muslim world and will open the door to the mischievous ambi- 
tions of hosts of undeserving claimants. Seventy million Indian Mussal- 

rnans apirnal to their brethren of the National Assembly to reconsider 
their decision so far as it relates to the aI)olition of the office cf the 
Khilafat itself and to give an op|K)rtunity to the delegation of Indian 
Mussalmans which desire to visit Angora to make a fuller representa- 
tion on the subject* PIciuo address reply to Shaukat Ali, President, 
Central Khilafat Committee, Kifayat Ullah, President, Jamiat-Ulema.'’ 

At the same time the Khilafat Committee and the Jamiat issued 
the following statement to allay public feeling. They said : 

“The news received from Turkey regfirding the deposition of the 

Khalifa and the abolition of the institution of Khilafat has naturally 
caused great coiistoriiation among the Mussalmans and surprised and dis- 
turbed other communities in India while the avowed enemies of the 
National and Ishunic cause, who arc ever seeking an opi>ortunity to give 
vent to their feelings of antagonism and hatred, have been persistently 
preaching that the Turks themselves have done away with the institution 
of the Khilafat which was the rutAcm d*etrK of the entire Khilafat move- 
ineiit in India. Our Indian brethren in general, and Mussalmans in 
luuticular, should realise that the present regrettable progress of events 
has brought us face to face with a situation which puts our judgment 
and deteimination to a very severe test. Moments such wi these act as 
deteimining fsetors in the lives of nations and their strugile for greatness* 
We should therefore face the situation like men lossessing the strength, 
determination and resolution which alone can lead to success and not let 
ourselves be eiuried away by the Hood of adverse criticism like pieoes of 
straw* devoid of any will or judgment, i.or should we, at a crisis like this 
when we should put in the last ounce of energy and eff^ iino the 
struggle, give up the fight out sheer despair ai.d hopelessness. 
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"It is immatmal to us whether or not our opijoiients dosiro correctly 
to uiiderstaiKl and appreciate our obligations and the manner in which 
we trj to meet them, but we on our part should Iw uiider ik> deb^sion 
with regard to the nature and goal of our activities. 

“It is weU-known to every Mussolman that Khikfat in Islam connotes 
State and that it is the duty of every Muslim to sacrifice his all and 
oven to lay down his life for the maintenance and preservation of its 
integrity when threatened. Four year ago the last great Muslim power was 
surrounded by enemies on all sides and even the Mussalnmi.s of Africa 
and India w'ho were in the grip of foreign dominntioii were arrayed in 
arms against it. \^ e tried to discharge our oblipiiion to the best of our 
abilities and, praise bo to God, our efforts met vrith success. The question 
AS to the constitution of this last groat Muslim State, and whether the 
men at the helm of its affairs are discharging their duties proiMJrly and 
satisfactorily, is a matter coiinectcsJ with the internal reform and organi- 
sation of the Moslem society, and just as it was our duty to safoguaixi 
the interests of Islam against outside attacks it is our religious duty to 
exert ourselves for internal reform also. For centuries i^ast wo have 
been the victims of external calamities. If wo mean to live it is ossoir 
tial that we should prepare ourselves to combat, but our goal is clear 
and our aims arc not doubtful. They are not the lesult of fortuitous 
circumstances or luissing ovents but are the outcome of recognised and 
acknowledged religious principles and beliefs. long ns these remain intact 
there can l»o no deviation from the |>ath we have chosen for ourselves. 

“Not only do we mean to protest and preserve this last indepondeiit 
and powerful Muslim Steto against its opponents and enomios, hut wo also 
desire tp sec it constituted and organised on pro|>or principles of Shariat 
of Islam. If the present administration of Turkey are pursiiiiig a wrong 
course, should it be iipset 1 Should we not rather apply ourselves with 
greater energy and detcnninatioii to turn them from Uio wrong course 
they are following and <levote all offoits towards the rectification of the 
mistake. 

“The members of the Gcntral Khilafut Committee and »lamiat'ul 
Llema are in direct telegraphic communication with the (fovorimiciit of 
Turkey, llio answer receive<l in reply to the first telegram of tMiquiry 

sent by the Central Khilafut Committee as to the extact situation nnd 
the telegram sent to Angora after the roceijit of the alnjve have Issen 

published for the infoiination of the public. We are confident cmi- 

Muslim brethren will wait for the result of those comm unient ions with 
calmness and patience. They should continue their effoits uiidisturl»ed, 
for on the continuation of our effoits de|)eiid the realisation of the 
national and Mu-slim hofnvs and aspiratioirs. The question regaidiiig out 
future course and line of action and its details def>ends entirely on 
the result of the exchange of communications referred to alsivc. We 
can however say this much at present that if our rcpre«k?ntation« do 

not lead to any satisfactory result then the first imjioitant step we 
should take should l»c to coiivcno a general conference of all Muslim 
countries in some suitable eeritrc to discuss and find out a solution to 
this most urgent and im|)oitaiit problem. We note with pleasure and 
sarisfaction that our Muslim brethren in Kg>*pt are at one with us in 
this resiiect." 
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THl BX'XBAUF'tl MK^AGS 

Meanwhile the Ex-Khalil had communicated a mea^e to the whole 
Moalem world bewailing hia lot and the abolition of the Khilafat and charao* 
teriaed the act aa highly impioua. He also declared that the Turkish electors 
had expreaaly charged the Aaaembly to continue to aerve and uphold lalaiiuo 
traditions. Hia MAieaty* therefore, considered the measure fundamentally 
aacnligioua and null and void. By ita unanimous approval of my election 
a year and a half ago to the aupreme magistracy of Islam, and the Moalem 
world having coufinned me in the exercise of that august function, and the 
lay Turkish Republic having by ita infiingement of real national 
sovereignty entirely desisted from all light of partici{>ation or intervene 
tion, it is now up to the Moslem world solely that the exclusive 
faculty licloiigs to pronounce in all authority ai»d with entire freedom 
upon this vital c]uestion.’’ The Ex-Khalif* therefore, invited the moat 
authorised chiefs and representatives of Mussalman communities through- 
out the world to oommunioate their proposals and concrete contribu- 
tions as soon as possible to the assembly of a grand religious inter- 
Islamic Congress, which he proiiosed to convoke at an opportune time 
and place, in order to tulopt a decision re<iuired by the situation. To 
secure the support of the Indian Moslems, the Kx-Kbalif also sent a cable 
to Mr. Mahomed All at Aligarh, to which the latter replied that while not 
interfonng with the purely national affairs of Turkey, Indian Mussalmans 
are determined to maintain the sacred Khilafat. 

There was a strong mmour also that the British Govt, was scheming 
with the Bx-Kbalif to bring about a state of religious war. and a question 
■of bringing over the Ex-Khalif to India to enlist Indian support was also 
mooted. All these however proved futile, especially on the strong stand 
taken by Switzerland, where the Kx-Sultan had taken asylum, not to |>ermit 
any i>olitica] intrigue and proiiaganda by supporters of the , Sultan Abdul Mi^iid. 

The trouble which the Aga Khan and Mr, Ameer Ali foresaw Jong^ 
ago actually arose. Claimants for the Khilafat wore put forwaid from several 
countries and the enemies of Islam got busy to foment interlslamic 
jealousies. King Hussein of Hodjaz was proclaimed Khalifa in Iratp The 
Trans-Jordania Govt, and Mesopotamia also proclaimed him Khalif. Another 
Khalifa was sought to lie pitched up in li^ypt. While some wily Britishers 
even suggested the name of the Nizam of HyderalKid for an Indian Khalif! 

Alarmed at these rapid developments the Presidents of the Central Khilafat 
Committee of India and Jauiiat-uPUloma Hind cabled on the i&th March to 
the Sharif Kahib of Mecca :^*'lndiaii Mussalmans have lead with very great 
listonishment the aiatounocment in oettaiii quarters of your pieviom^/ 
declaration that you did not desire the Khilafat and your acceptance of thlT 
principle that this was a matter for the entire Muslim world to 
Indian Mussalmans agree with a similar view of the Egyptian Ulema and ' 
earnestly hope for cessation of such premature anitouncement. Thb 
Khilafat questioi] does not depend on the wishes or opinion of any detach- 
ed group of men but rests wholly on the considered judgment of the cfntfro 
Muslim world.*' 

A similar cablegram was sent to the Preddeiit, Jamiat-ul-Ulema> 
Cairo, and the support of Egyfit was sought to the Indian sug* 
gesdon, , 
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Tke Calcutta Kkilafat Conference 

'r(M March 19th the Khilafat Conlerotice was opened in Calcutta in 
the Balliday Park with Moulana Mahomed Ali as the President. 
Dela^H^ attended from all over India. The Conloroiice lasted for 3 days. The 
Chairman of the Reception Committee> Maulana Aklur Kauf, in the 
oouiae of his Urdu address deplored the action of the Turks aiul 
suggested that a Conferetico of the whole Muslim world should at once 
be held either in Egypt or in Persia to settle the question of the 
Khilafat. 

The President) Mr. Mahomed Ali, gave a historical I'esiime of the 
Khilafat movement during the past live years and laid liare the 
}K>8ition of Indian MusstUmans. Regarding their suppoit of the Tnrka 
during the war which had been adversely critit ised in Angora, lie said : 

'Circumstanced as we were, it was not iKissihle tor us in India 
to render any military assistance to owr Turkish brethren and 
since the Government was hostile to our jispi rations towards religions 
solidarity, the richer men in the community, who have mostly lieeii 
lacking in courage whore Govcriiinent is concerned, could not assist tho 
Turkish brethren with funds, so that it wiw only tlie iH>or who r<mld 
assist them even with money. Rut cver^ihing that was |Hissiblo tor a 
subject nation to do was being done by us, anci the contributions of 
Indian Musssdmaiis in money, although iu>t groat enough U> provide 
munitions of war to continue the fight for any considerable length iif 
time, indicated our mural supiH>rt, and the pressure that we Intmght 
iqioii the Government could nut be considered unappreciable. No one 
can accuse me of overrating the eoiitribution ot India to Turkish suceoss, 
ill war or in diplomacy, because I have always said that in the main 
tho battle was fought and won by our 'lurkisli bn^Uircii alone. Rut 
whether our own contribution was in crfcit great or small, there ran 
not be the least doubt of our true, hoait fclt sympathy with the cause 
of the Khilafat.’ 


TKKATY OF LAVHANNK. 

‘When the Treaty of Jjiusainie wtis signed two things leniaiiicd fi>r 
us to do. One was the restoration of the ,Ju,jirat*ul'Arab throu^.h the 
Mussalmans and the Khilafat. And the other was tho rc'cstablishinctit 
of tho Khilafat itself on a lirm cleirwnitic busis with a repn\scntative 
council of the Mussalmans of the world to assist the Khilatat in its 
great task which had l>ecii neglected for goncriitions past but which we 
could not atford to neglect any longer if wc aio to save the Kiiilatat 
from repeated attacks by tion’Alosleiim and save Islam itself from internal 
decadence.’ 

After discussing the question of restoring the Holy I^aiids the Moulana 
referred to the present position of the Khalifat and said: — 

*it was decided that delegations should go from india to Angora 
and Constantinople as w'ell as to the llecRfd Aiid Najd. Afesotiotauiia« 

Hyria and Palestine had arrived at a common undemtandiiig with 

our Moslem biethren abroad with regal d to the future of the 

Khilafat. The n.ost (Ksquieting feature of the situation with regard to 
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this waa that indications were not wanting that many of the Turks 

who had been educated in Europe had lost a good deal of Islamic 

spirituality and were heedlessly rushing into the materialism of Europe. 

To-day we are face to face with the fact that the Island of Arabia 
is still in non-Moslem hands and that we cannot rely upon the mlers 

set up by England in iKirtioiis of that island to assist in freeing our 

Holy T^nd from non-Moslem domination and control and that the very 
champioi s of the Turkish Khilafat are alleged to have discontinued 

their four-centuries old connections with that Khilafat. It may seem 

that wo are more Arab than the Aral)8 and more Turkish than the 

Turks but if our Islamic obligations are understood it will be apparent 
tliat all that w^e are is Moslems. As Moslems wo who are not Arabs 
cannot let the Arabs hand over the dominion over the Island of Arabia 
to rjoii-Moslcms and as MoslemSi once more we cannot countenance a 
section of the Turkish nation disconnecting its national Government 

from the Khilafat. 

Proceeding to expound the Khilafat ix)licy as he understood it, 
Moulaiia Mahomed Ali said : 

Islam, as preached and practised by the last of the prophets, wtis 

the culmination of all prophecy. Mussalmans are to preach this faith 

to mankind and to i)ersuade the world to conform to the tenets of 
Islam, and since practice is essential for faith and mere belief is not 
sufheient, there must be an organisation which should see that freedom 
to preach as well as to profess is preserved and there must be at 

least a part of God’s earth whore our professions should bo practised 

without any lot or hindrance. 

The Khilafat is such an organisation with the Khalifa as the 
personal centre and the Jajirut-ul-Arab as its local centre. Every 
Musalnian is a soldier in Gocl’s peace-loving army and the Khalifa is 
the Commandor of the Faithful and the Generalissimo of that army. 
That army was alxmt to be ciiished and its chief commander w^as to 
have boon rolaiiicd as a captive but our Turkish brethren by their 

sacrificos saved Islam from this disaster. The citadel of Islam, however, 
w'here oven a l^eatoii array would take refuge and prepare for recom- 
mencing hostilities, is in the enemy’s hands and until and unless we 

restore the Jajiiut-ul-Arab to the Khalifa our victory is incomplete and 
our future is insecure. But the rei)oitcd action of some of our Turkish 
brethren with regard to the Khilafat would moan that the largest section 
of God’s anuy refuses to serve God and to realise his kingdom on 

earth and this disaster wouH 1)6 far greater for the Mussalmans of 

the world than anything that had hitherto hapi>ened. It is true that 
for generations imt the Khilafat has not been functioning properly and 
effectively as w*c told our Turkish brethren in our cable to them recently. 
But the revival of the Khilafat is to-day, as it has always been, our 
ideal and the moment we cease to retain that as our ideal we cease 
to be Moslems as well. 

BUROPX’S DARKBST HOUR. 

Materialism is at its height to-day in Europe so much so that 
even some of the governing classes in Turkey do not seem to have 
escaped it, but there are not wanting unmistakable signs to indicate 
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that tfcis is Europe’s darkest hour before dawn ami the da\vii 
itself will not any longer bo delayed. Men like Mr. H. G. Wellg h(ive 
given expression to their own faith which they call modern, and but 
for a few remnants of their early upbringing as C'hristians aiul of their 
more rooent materialism and overweaning coniidenco in theii own 
knowledge their modern faith is no other than the most ancient faith 
of Islami the genesis of which forms repeatedly a chapter of the Koran. 
It is nothing but the recognition of the solo sovereignty of ChMi, 
the resignation of the human to the divine will or rather the roalisa* 
tion of the identity of the human with the divine pur)>osc of life which 
is summed up in the well-known creed of Islam : ‘There is no GimI 
but God.' For a world so situated it will be the greatest dis;ister if 
any section of Mussalmans discarrl the ancient faith of Islam and inHte}ul 
of re-organising the institution of Khilafat with a world-wide biotherhmMl 
alx)ve all national mneour and ill-will and with the idcid of dethron- 
ing War and substituting I'cace decides to discontinue that institution itself. 

The President next dealt with the uucstion of tlio Khilafat iictivity so 
far as it concerned Ch)vcrnineiit and emphasisoil that the restoration of 
the Jujtnit-ul-Arab was noocssary liofore Indian Mussalmans as Khilatu' 
tists could make their i)oaco with Government. 

MAULANA SAIIID HOS8A1N AHMAD 

On the Conference meeting the next day Maiilana Sahid Jlossain Ahmmb 
an ex-prosideiit of the Khilafat Conference, gave a religio\is exposition of the 
Khilafat, and in the course of a long nnlu speech said 

The Prophet has said that the Ismt kind of jelnul is to s|»eak the 
truth to an oppi'cssive king. In India where to raise a voire in defence 
of the Khilafat is a heinous crime, still the Moslems have not ImdgHl 
an inch. They have done the best of jeluul. In the teeth of all op- 
pression by Govt, they have helped the Turks with money and iiioral 

SUpiMJll. 

SHUDDHl AND COW KILLINU. 

licfeiTing to the countermeeting of other mosiems under thi^ ins- 
piration of the 13ongal MinisDus and Kun>peans who wantt'd to errale 
a split amongst the Congress- Khilafat paity, he said : The trait.orH 
are trying to destroy the Khi'afat and eradicate its very spirit fnmi 
the world. A mooting of Moslems, apparently called by the ministers, 
was held day before yesterday on the Maidaii, to coriHider Shudhi. 
»Saiigathan, cow-killing and the other pioblems. 'J'hc real motive iiiiflerJyifig 
was to create discorxl l>etwcen lJiiidii<< and Moslems, ihit, 1 ask, why 
no action has l>eeii taken against the Christian missionaries who are daily 
convexting thousands to Christiaiiiiy 1 

When in Mecca, I emiuircd of Sharif Hosscin if ho ever af»piiw1 to 
bo inde|>erident atid to revolt against the authority of the 'I'lirks. Sharif 
Hossoixi, ill the KhairKaalta, swore by lh»d that he hul no such inlontion. 
But to-day we find his son trying to secure for his father the hij h |si«t 
of Khalif of the Moslem \Vor)d. The Khilafat has iieen ilivided into two. 
Olio is the Khilafat that has l*ecii given by the sons of Adam, whether* 
Indian or Euroi»caii, Muslim, or Christian or Hindu. It is tvsked liy 
some of our brothers how' a man can lie the Khalifa of Gcsl, but 1 beg 
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to say that if a man can be the son of God, why cannot be as weD his 
iricrregeiit on eatih. 

KHILSFAT KHASSa. 

Khilafat Khassa (special) is given to one person, who is enjoined 
to see to the peace of the world and see that people put under his care 
carry out the commandments of God. But this Khilafat must be like 
the Papal authority w^hich is impotent and thrives on the sufference of 
the peoi»lc but has no power to punish even an ordinary thief. To keep 
up the splendour of Islam, to make provision for the administration of the 
Btate, and take up aims in defence of religion and country is the duty of 
the Khalifa Khassa. 

We all know what S'lmrif Hossein has done and we kiiow that he 
cannot as a consequence li^htfully claim the Khilafat. So long as the 
Arabs were true, the whole Moslem World sided with them, but now, 
when they have broken the traditions of the Prophet, they cannot command, 
and rightfully claim, obedience from the Moslems. Because the Turks have 
so long t een cm l ying out the oiieious duties of the Khalifa very justly, 
the Khilafat naturally remained with the Turks for six centuries. One 
and only one person can be a Khalifa at a time, and there is a ‘Hadeth' 
oi the Prophet to the effect that if in the lifetime of one Caliph another 
elainiH it, and has tot himself declared, then the second one should be 
killed. 

A DBMOCBATiC INSTITUTION. 

The Khilafat is not a personal property. It is an essentially 
democratic institution. The acid test as to any persons claim to the 
office of the Cali|*h is whether the claimant is a fit i>ei^n for it, according 
to democratic principles. If a man is elected by the representatives of 
the people to be the Caliph, he is to bo regaided as such, ^in.i]arly 
if by the (onceiifcus of opinion of the elected representatives of the 
lieople the (.'a]i|>h is found wanting, ho may l>e deposed. It is said that 
the Caliph niust lo elected by all the Moslems, but this is iiu|K>sible and 
iiupmcticaMo ns all Moslems cannot gather at one time and place for 
recording their opinion. Giavo responsibilities aie attached to the post 
of the Caliph aid jicihaps it has not always been i^ossible for the latter 
Caliphs of the H(»U8C of Ottoman to acquit themselves well. 

It is said that the Ir.dian Moslems have so long been fighting for 
the Khilafat and the Turks, but to-day those very lurks for whom they 
have been agitating have abolished this institution. We wore fighting 
against the dismcmlerment of the Khilafat and ugair.st the enemies of 
Islam who wcic lining their best to biing about the destruction of lurkoy. 
Ihe bistoiy of Afghanistan will show you the intention of the huglish 
to destioy all Islamic States. So long as Russia was strong and a menace 
to India, England tried her best to maintaiii Afghanistan as a strong 
power, for as a buffer state between Kussia and India, she would best serve 
^gland's interests. But to-day when iho menace to India from Kussia 
is eliminated, we find the British at once iK>uncing upon Afghanistan and 
trying^ to bring it under her sulgugation. 

Europe has for long been trying to alienate the Indian Moslems from 
Ae Turks. In the internal administnation of Turkey we ahould not 
interfere, and without knowing the it«I situation we shoidd not te carried 
aw*ay by the news spread through the agency of enemy propagandist. 



Aovtdi aium 

JoKcitpu# conct^ru of Aiudo* 
;]|ap&^ for the deposed Khalifa the Moulatia said : The 

not long ago were abusing the Khtlafat pmpaganda 
bow comiiig out with long pitiable tales of the danger 
the abolition of the KhOafat by the Turks. You 
idkptyd^^ real motive of this propaganda* People like 

Btr. Obugnavi and others, who had never joiti^ the Khilafat before, art^ 
BOW giving advice gn^sto^ people to accept Sharif Hossein as Caliph, 
T6 me Sfaaukat Ali is a thousand times better quidiBed man for the post 
of CUiph than Sharif Hossein. The Arabs have neither milway^ nor 

postoi nor telegraphs, nor are they economically selHtiffIcieijt. How 


then can such a person as Sharif Hossein claim the Khilafat for himself t 
After all this, 1 must tell you that the Turks are the only people fit 
to be the guaidians of Islam and the dignity of the Caliph.** 

The sf^aker then apitealed to the MiisliinH for coiitributioiiM to keep 
np the Khilafat to its old glory. 


Resolutions 

Tha loUewing resolutions acre sdopted et tho second end third day's siting 
oi tho Coalereace on the 20ik snd 21tt Msrch last 

TUB TURKISH BBrUBLlC AND TUB KIllLArAT. 

(I)i The Calcutta ShPAlAt Couferanct earaestly lavites the sttentiou of tbs 
MaisaloiaBe of India In particnlar end the Mnsialmins ol tbe wet Id In general to 
the delicate sitnaikm oieatfd by tbe declaration of the Tnrktsb Ib^pablie with 
regard to tbe Kbllafat. Tbis eonfennoe btlievis that tbe ctlsis wbleb bas lo nn> 
expectedly arisen is a severe trial of tbeir indgment and prodenee and ol their 
aaity of tbengbt and action, and that nndae baste and precipitancy are as likely 
to produce dangeroes resnlts ae nndec delay and neglect. Tbis contcreaoc oonsi* 
ders it essential that Mnwalmans ibould act with patience and prodenee instead of 
becoiniog nndnly excited and permitting tbemselres to be too readily inflneneed, and 
that tbe views and objects of tbo men in aathority at Angora wbieb are not yet 
elear and need fnrther clnoidation sbonid first be asaertaiord beyond a rbadow of 
doubt OBd Ib full detail, Tbis conference declares its approval of tbe representa- 
tion jointly cabled by the Central Khilafat Committee and the Jainiat>nUUleina 
to AUgora and appeals to all UnMalmans that until nnd onlew a conclusive rsfult of 
these eommonteatione la arrived at, th-y will abstain from forming a dnal opinion and 
will refrain from doing anything likely to distnrb nnlty and jeoiardiie tbe 
eolidarity of tbe Mussslmans of the wcttH. 

TUB JAXISAT-UL-ABAJI. 

<2) Tbe Calcntta Khilafat Conference proclaims that aeeoroing to Istamio injonc* 
tfonsi It is the religions and national duty of tbe Mnssalmans of tbe entire world, at all 
tisset and la all eirenmstaneev, to keep the JssIrat-nl-Arab free from every form of alien 
BUd Bon-BiBsIfm Influences and domination. This Oonfereno**, then fore, declares that 
^UD long as the jaairac-al-Arab is not completely freed from tneb ioflaeaces and domi- 
nation, it will remain the religions and national dnty of tbe Mnssalmans of India to 
CMitttluue to use all poseiblo sseatis to attain this object and that tbe situation that 
hua geeently arisen with regard lo the Rb lafat qeeetion does not in tke least afiect 
their duty whether judged bj the eaaons of Islamic law and those of sound policy. 

UBABIV HtrSSAlB CClNDBlIXBD 

(8) The CalentU Khllsfat Gonlefonoe exprettcf »ts regret and xaxiety «nh 
ghrd to the dselavatiott in certain oireles in Palestine ronewnlng the 
Wf the assuuif»tlou of the offlw ol Khalif by Bbafiff Hufstn and derlwre «i» 
of Jndlatt Messalmana that they are not prepaird to aceept any action ^ 

4k INNMiealAf ctM|k tn cckWfy wjiboat CMikkh **•<*■ wHh ih* *11111,; 

w»^M. 
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Yllli mUltAW£9. 

(4) TiM CMoamit Sl|4ilftl «o»fidoBiljr d«datiet Cbat UImiW Xlilftta 

objaoft of wbloh It Clio doMoo tf ItlM 

tiMr llvtll^ of ihto aoftraoMic it tiM JDiiilffii aad bo 

It otiiod tbo dl tbo Mibtol. At motoiit wbea oU othor Moisio Oototaaieolo 

iiAYo OMMid to eslit aod oaljr o ftw looctofod Matliai t t rtt t lepuU^ eoitlemi oi 
Itlobiio EbUolot mooBt tbot the Itlonle aotofomeav* which it the ttioagit la alt tbo 
ItAMio worlfl And pottttitt omon^t them the grentmt degfoe of temporal poimJ>r 
tho' ohampUmthip and proteotioB of the Mwilim oommnnitjr aad the Ittamie tbatlat 
and It eagm tu andertake it, it atoepttd tm the Central Itlamlo Ooeoraowat. ^ Sinor* at 
pfttnat the To'kfih Qoreromoat poteettet tbett qaaliSoatloat in a greater meataro than 
other Itlamlo Ooverameatti nataraJljr it It the oaljr one that detereet to Yetala thm 
oeatral potltton. Tbit Ooafereaot deetaret that if the men ia aothorlty fa the preieat 
Tark<tb Oovernmeat detire to follow a eunrte which la apprehended to be piejadicial to 
tbit aocepfabllitjr of the Tatklth Ooreramoat, then ft it the datp of the Uatlimt'of the 
world to tBYtCe the attention of the Torkitb brotbert to the neoeetitp of refemiattoa 
and to take all potaible atept ia thla babalf. IfnMalmaaa of India troat that ItafliBMi 
of the world will co«operate with them in ible great endeavonr aad will noaceatrate 
their eilorta at the preaent |nnotare in the fartherenoe of thta object. 

TUa DBaFT H1XD0 WBUII rtCT. 

(5) The Calcntta Ebilafat Oocfereaee Inilj eapporta the draft Hladn-llaalim 
Taet wbieb the Bengal PfoYinolal Congreae Committee and the Bengal Proviaofal 
Ebilafat Committee hare after | dot ooaaaltatioa and doltberatlon adopted. Thta 
Uonferenoe bo were? deairea to emeklate the fact that in determialag the eommnnal 
abarea fa repreaealatioa and other privilegee in tbia pact, it ia not Ictended itiAt 
f fleet aboald be gir«n to tbli dlatribntion of abarea bjr meaiia of any mea«nre to b* 
adopted by the eelatlag legUlatare or tbrongh the iaitrumentality of the preaent barein- 
cratlo Ooverament. Thii Ooalerenoe deelam that all that ia intended la that a clear 
and aatlafaetory deolalon ahoold be idaoed b^foro the oonntry with regard to the 
repreaentatire and other prlrllegei of Hindna and Mnaaalmana roapeotirrly, to which thi* 
fntnre national Gofernment of India would gire effect when it ia eatablisbed. Toia 
Conference, therefufe, vlewa with great diafavonr the regrettable efforra which acme 
Mnmalmana of the Bengal l/»gUUtlre Oonneil hare mt'le with regard to thia dlatrlbn- 
tiOB of oommnnal tbarei la that Connoil aad for which they hare attempted to teek 
antbority in the Beapal Hlndo^Motlim Pact. 



Aka^i Movement 

iU baptim of fire at the JalHaowalla Bagh the Pui\1ah has 
him two mmSiM, Uioiigh modi smalleri ordeaLi to pam through. Oae 
mm at Hankaiia Sahib in 19fi1, and thie other eo late as in Febroar>* 
kit at Jatto in Nabha. The history of the earlier Sikh movement will 
be loiaid recorded in previooe iesues of the HhOiSTKit, Of lato tfao 
^ AkaH Sikhs hare attracted more and more attention and now they 
▼irtnaOy sway the whole omnmunity. The name '*Akali*’ is derived 
from ^KALf meaning God, the Deathdess. 

After the maseacre at Naiikana, the volume of Sikh feeling rote 
to a high fstch and the hands of the Akalis were strengthened by 
a great infiox of j^ublio sympathy and funds. It was at this juncture that 
Mahatma Oaudhis ideal of sacrifice and sufforiiig and non-violence was 
impressed upon the Akalia and they adopted that Ideal as their ci*eed. 

"The last great Akali maityrdom was at Guru-ka-lmgh. Iliis was 
a shrine 14 miles from Amritsar where the Mohiint in iHMsessioii waM 
as immoral as a Mohuut could be» and the Gurdwara Pralilkiidhak 
Committee failing to reform him, came to a settlement with him ollowiiu; 
him to retain the house attached to the shrine while ho had to leave 
fihe shrine to the Committee. Close to the shrine, was a piece of waste 
ground covered with scrub which had always been used for cutting fire* 
wood to cook the food for the pilgrims that visited Guru-ka-l^h. It 
was '*No Man*8 l^nd,*' uiitaxod for revenue purixwes, and of no valuo 
to the priest himself— a bit of ** jungle.'’ The pilgrims had obviously 
to be M each day whoever held {ms.-^sston of the shrine, and it had 
been an immemorial custom to out the wood from this bit of jungle 
But the ejected priest been nursing vengeance in his heart ever 
since the day of his ejectioti. Ho found an occasion, in this cutting of th<^ 
wood from the jungle, to invoke the protoctiofi of the law. He claime<i 
the waste ground as belonging to the house and not to the shrine. And Ckv 
emment officials at once sided a*ith him and ordered the woucHiitting to 
cease and established a cordon of military police to protect the disputcfl 
plot of ground. Then legati the famous passive resistance drama ar 
Guru'ka'Bagh the news of which travelled not only over the Putijal; 
hut to the rest of India as well, making the name of this place famou!% 
in the history of modern times. From every side the Akali Hikhs cann) 
pouting into Amritsar in order to go out to Gunrka-Bagh arsl take |niii 
in the cutting of the wood, and proiiching non-violence, to disobey the o^ei 
and thus court arrest 

They were composed chiefly of ex*soldiers who had served in 
the Great War, in Flanders, in Meaopot, in Knst Africa, in Palestine. But 
there were also with them mere youths below the military age, aisl also 
old veterans who had served in many frontier camiMKtis atsl had long ago 
ret i re d from roilitaiy service. First of alb on their arrival at Amritear. 
t^y presented themselves at the Golden Temple in companies, called Jathas* 
and spent the night there in singing hymns to the praise of God. Their 
cry** Sat Sri Akal" (Glory to brue, the death-less) used to go up Uio 
whole night iltnMtB)t. They spent the whole time in ^e prednets o>' 
13 
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G^es 0^ AtuHi took ths mbmo wir ^ 

M tko 8 *cwd Book of the Bikka, called tke Gim^ 
S^b, i^ c^ne tka kymm of tiie Quitu. Then, when th«rdirn taut 
cai^ in liit^ .tiiff jut^hed 0 wi^ a t^riend of white Sbw«« , 
omQimw their Uaek tarbaoi and with the light of derotion in ^bif 
iaom. Ae each company paeaed through the atreeta of Amritaar the orr' 
wert up from men, women and children “ Sat Sri Akal,” and cash obmnanV 
replied with one voice, ‘‘.%t Sri Akal." 

The Police Brutality. 

Mr. Aiidrewa who waa an oye-witneaa to the aoene thua daacribea it 

"In the firat inatanee the iwlice oflioen who were on the spot with 
detaohmoiita of military police, arrested those who committed trespass whilo 
attempting to cut the fire wood. I he senteuees after arrest wero oaualiy 
•six months rigorous imprisonment. But when the Akali jalhaa came 
poujjng in from Amritsar and the airest ran into many hundreds the 
order came down from Simla thd; no more prisoners were to be made, 
but thet the "minimum of force” was to be employ^ in Older to 
jirevent the Akalis from cutting wood. Ike military polioe emiiloyed wero 
flhiefiy and purposely drawn from the frontier tribes. These very soon got 
out of hand, and some vei'y serious injuries were given. Then further 
oiders came down from .Simla that blows on the head must be avoideii. 
The iiolice who bad been called in from other districts were getting 
more and moie out of hand Tliere wero brouglit to me immediately 
(or investigation some Iwd cases of police assaults ii|iou vilh^w, and 

1 found on imiiiir)’ that they wero true in the main and ro|»rted them 

to the iVpiity Commissioner. < le 

" When the (lonipauies had reached Uuni-ka-Bsgh I was allowed to 
go into the inner shrine with them and to hear them take the vow ' 
of iion-violonoo over again. After this they presented themselves, about 
twelve at a time, in front of the line of militaiy i»lwc. They --t* 
up to wi^in about a foot and a half, witit their hands placed together 
in an attitude of pr.iyer. They were aileiit and alisoliitely passive. At 
this stage the lolioe officer gave ui order and one after ano^er of 
the Akalis were knocked down with heavy blowa They rose again 
from the ground and stood silent ns before and were knocked down 
again. There was a huge crowd of villagers looking on, of whom a 
large propoition were women. I was standing on the edge of the 
crowd and could see the horror and at the some time the religious 
rapture with which they witnessed the blows that felled to the ground 
the Akalis. They were all praying, and the muflied ciy uose, like 
the iminour of an approacbiiig storm, ‘‘Sat Sri Akal." I saw the 
blow* given by the military police becoming mote and more brutal and 
turned away at last siekened at the sigiit. 

"Hie Govemmeut brought to an end, immediately after Uni. the 
uu of force, and nturued to titeir pievious iiolicy of arrcHt. Soon the 
number of tho priaonen taken, H I remember rightiy, * 

thousand; a^ y<t the enthaamem among the Ahalia. dmly inonawd. 
At last an ingentous move wu amde Iqr a Government euppmter. ^ 
pieae of land hmn wfaieb the Am*wood vae needed wee puidiaa^ from 
the meheitt by ^r Ganga Riii and pieeentad to the AUie gntis loe 
the Usee of the ehriue. Dlmi the trouUe mded.” 



NABHA } 

f Ab4itttk)^ qI iKe Mibrnrajm NabKa 

abother Mow. In June 192) DoveriimAiit deposed 
the opiMlox lUid popular .Sikh Pritioe^ the M^hamin of Nahha. :i 
Phnlk|tu Prinee, and inflicted another deep wound on Sikh 

hearts^ Mahari^ Ripudaman Singh bad rendered mcntoriouj) fervicen to 
Governi^it during the Great War but he wiw too independent t;o 
brook' the hauteur of British officids* aid thus iiu urrad sorions 

displeasure of Sir Michael 0*l>wyer and his hand of 'strong ineir. The 
MflJiaraja was a highly educated man, airf as a Member of the 
Imperial Council had stood aguitist Government and for popular moiisuro. 
He was also a great religious reformer, and it is said that of all the 

Hikh Princes he was the only one who had by heart the sacred veims 

of the Gums. His intimato and open connection with the Guidwara 
Refoim Committee was looked on with great suspicion by Govornmont, and 
the mymidoiw of Mi?hael O'Dwyer were waiting for an optK>rtunity 
pay oHT old scores. 'J1io Sikh Committee now challenged the ariioii 
of the Government and asked it to publish the whole tnith, Thn S. G. 
P. C., which is the oU^eted Sikh representative mm niittee niaimgirig all Sikh 
Temples, issued a public statement and sent tolegrains challenging the right of 
the Government of India to depose an independent Sikh Chief. For, according 
the treaties Iietween the British Government and the Phulkiaii States 
Government ha.s no jiower to de))ose any Sikh Chief. The S. G. |». (;, 
further challenged that the alleged voluntary aMication of the Maharaja 
of Nabha was a specious cainotiiHuge atKl that the Maharaja had l»ecii the 
yidiim of a cleverly conceived and rolentJossly carried out ofUcial scheme 
i^r depriving him of his birth^ right— the throne of Nabha. In acconlance 
with the promise of the tenth Gum of the Sikhs, made to the house of 
Phulkiaii Your House'’, the Maharaja of Nabha is looked up on with 
religious sentiment. Government retaliated by declaring the S. G. P. C. 
and the Akali Dal as unlawful Associations and arrested the ftivtl' 
Committee wholesale on 15thOotolier 1924. Afticr a protracted Trial d\iriiig 
November to January 24, the Akali le»ulei‘M were roavkt>4fd. A 

second committee took ite place and on Jaruary 7th Governmenff 
arrested its 02 members through an armed foiTc of i>olicc ofhrerH atid 
constables in uniform who trieii to fotce their way into the Sikh 
Holiest of Holies, that is, Sri Akal Takliat of AmritKar place 
where no noirSikh or a man with the vanities of worldly power, 
or ^e iuHignia of wordly authority, or even a Sikh not strict in the 
observance of his religious duties, can enter. Thousands of Sikhs tlocketl 
TO the place and remaijiing v^rfectly non* violent offered to die iti front 
of their temple rather th.ui allow' tbo dcsetTation of the holy place. 
tJu iltb Jauuai'y the of the S. G. P. C, were midc*l by amied 

police for full e houi*s and all pa|iers eU'. wcie taken awsy and tlio 
iJaee thoroughly ransaoked. 

The Akalis on their side went on sending a eontijiuous streatn of 
Jatbas of 2h each to visit the Gurdwar Gatigsar at Jaito in Nabha to 
praf for the Maharaja, ai.d for this purpose an AkuisJ Patlia or a eptr 
tiuuoiis reading of the Gronth was started. Batches of t>ikhs were 
arrested everyday at Jaito in Nabha State and at Bhai Phem in tbo 
IHstrict of l^horo. Ihese men arrested in the pursttaiiee of their 
leUgious rights were Ijeing treated like otdinary orimiitals and fetoiis 







m ^ W0NI fiiid^ to live oto 

tiiiiit lot^ln^ jidl 

aolita^^ Some jof th^ have since died in Hiikw 

on aeeomit of the severe heating and, tW ihin;^n 

As soinmarii^ by Sardar IHdar Singh oi Amritsar in a oatio to 
the P^e Minister da^ 1 Mi February i924> ** the GoTemmeiA has 
been gudty of 


*']. Forcible deposition of the Maharaja of Nat^a under the false 
plea that he has abdicated » voluntarily. 2. Interference in the manage^ 
inent of Sikh temples or sacred ceremonies conducted therein with a 
view to suppress the ligitimate exercise of religious rights. 3. B^ing of 
the sacred Sikh symbol Kirpan which every baptised Sikh must carry on 
his irersoii. 4. Incarceration in jails of thoosards of innocent SiMs who have 
protested against the high-handedness of Government in a perfectly non* 
violent manner) and inflicting inhunraii tortures on Akalis in Jidl and 
outstda^ 5. Sikhs have been the most loyal friends and supporters of ftc 
British Government since the mminyof 1867. They funished more tbit 
1 >26,000 recruits in the War and have fought vdiantly for ^e King 
Kmtieror on all oooaaious. 

*Tn 1823 when the Prince of Wales visited the Punjab soma 
Govenimcht Odicials expressed to me their suspicion that some misohiet 
ittotigers had made a secret plot against the sacred person of the Prince. 
I) as a member of the S. G. P. C. gave a written assurance lor the 
personal safety of the Prince and deputed Akalis to keep watch ever 
the i^rson of the Prince. Futther, during the Hindu-Muslim riots at 
Amritsar the 8. G. P. C. rendered unique ' service in maintaining peace, 
which was recognised even by Government” 


The Firing at Jaito. 


Failing to make any impremion and resolvvd to undergo a 
huge sacrifice of life, if necessary, the Akalis then decided to send bigger 
rTathas to Jaito. On February 8th, a Jatha of 600 Akalis started 
from Amritsar. Throughout the previous week a large number ot 
Akalis were coming here as it been given out hf the Jathedar 

Akal Takht that this Jatha would after reaching Jaito cither lay down 
its life or resume the alleged interrupted Akhand path at Ourdwara 
ilangisr. For this purpose an Akband imtb was also staited at Akal 
Takht At about 12 noon, before the usual jatb of 26 leaving for Jaito 
and thence to Bbai Pheru every mornii^ had l>een despatdied, the 
Jgtba of 600 led by an Akali band and# botch of about 10 Nirmala 
8i^ua WAS hailed in front of the AM^^ Takht The Jathedar Akal 
Takht then offered a final sermon prayeH^impressing on the jatfia 
to adhere to noh*Tiolenee even if Govermn^ resorted to toiturea 
and prayed lor the socoessful aceomplishment of their object. He scMf 
that this jatha was going out to oomi^ete 101 Akhand paths in the 
place of one whfoh had been bitemipted at Jaito. One member of 
the Jatha then read out its paring miMsage to the people aagdiig 
that it would Uev^er retuni bouie unless Akhand paths were emnpfeM. 

Ihe Jatha reached Nabha on the flit and were at onoe met by 
H fusillade of fire. Words fail to describe the honors that followed. 
Hers are some eye-witnesses^ account 



6 u n f 

liteisiB. Ma^ndAr Siiigh, Harhati Singh. M. A. aid 

Bam Singh. b.a., B.T.. gave a veiy vivid account o( the 
tra|e4y. They say 

; "We feel it our duty to pliuse before the public tiue fact« aliout 
the tragedy relating to tiie Shahidi Jatha aid the Sikh .^angat which 
look place at Jaito on February 21. 1924. 

“We staited from Aroritaar on the evening of Foinmty 20th luul 
reached Bhatii.da at 12 in the night. We staited bsck from HlmtiiMia 

ill the morning train and having learnt that passengers who got down, 

at the Jsito Railway Station were not allowed to proceed to the town 
wo bought tickets for Bomana Albel Singh. Ordinarily the tmin stops 
at Bomana. but on the morning of February 21 the tmin did tuit 
stop there. We had to get down at Kot Kapum at alnnit 4 a.in. 

We travelled on foot to Bargari village where we were told that the 

Jatha was stopping aiod reached there at alxmt 7 a.in. 

**The Jatha was enoamtH^d in an oiien place. The recitation of 
“Asaki-Var” was over at almut 9 a.m. No s)>eeches were delivere*! 
on any topic whatever. By 11 the Jatha and Sangat took their 
morning meals at the local Giirudwara. Within an hour, i. e.. at about 
12 noon^ the Jatha started for Guriulwara Gaiigsar which is almut 5 
miles from Bargari. At the lowest estimate the public following the Jatha 
fiUnibered more than 25 thousand consisting of old men, women, chil 
dren. both Sikhs and noirSikhs. The Jatha moved slowly. More 
Sangat from the neighbouring villages joined later on. The whole 
gathering was moving in an atmosphere of reverence and peace. The 
fioirviolent character of the Jatha and the Sangat cati well be realism! 
from the fact that all the time we were with the Jatha we did not 
l otice anybody in possession of any w6a|»oii. Although the publit 
moving with the Jatha was very large, yet there was not the least 
element of disorder. The Jatha was moving with the public on its 
right and left, 5 Nishaii Sahilis in front and Guru Granth Sahib *m 
the middle of the Jatha. 

“ ( k)lA Chalaga” !! 

“ When the Jatha reached a distance of about 150 yaidH from the 
Gurdwara Tibi *Sahih. a Ktiropean ofHcer approached and said. 
^*lliahro» Goli ckalaega. fire karoga." His voice must have only been 
hmurd by a few. The Jatha continued to proceed in the same orderly 
manner. No provooaticn of any soit whatever was offered by word and 
deed and there was im indication of violence. The Huropean Officer 
tuahed towards the military and gave a signal, and fire was ofienmJ 
from all three sides. Firing was resumed thrice at shoit intervals. The 
firing WM quite indiscriminate and. as a result severs! fell down dctnl 
at4 a very large mimlier were wounded. The number of casnalties in 
on? could not have lieeii less than 40 dead and 80 wounded* 

SSoma of Hie speotatois turned hack. Imt the Jatha with 9 4 thousand 

l«ople reached Gurdwara Tihi £»ahib under fire. The dead and the 
woQTAied from amongst the Sangat were seen scattered in the eonir 
fields while those belonging to the Sabidi Jatha were canied by theie 

\$a 




THE JAITO OUTRAGE 
E y e - W i I n e a a e 4* A c c 




iMftdto to tmv^f^^ 

1^ 4ot}kO^^^ the eioit of medioiiiee, «tc.» were takeii in 
No 1 ^ wee allowed to attend to the wounded. The deed Iki^^ 
wm iN^ allowed to be removed and aome peraone who Ihid 
in a few of the wounded and dead weie niaitreated and 

iied^ wese forcibly anatehed. Water was not aibwed to be taken 
irom' the well near by. A aqu^ron of the cavalry wee aeen gaflopitif^ 
iowarda the tunning people with naked eworda. 

. It aeema that the authoritiea of the State had uaed all thdr akiD 
in atrategy in order to atop all acGeaa to Gurdwara (^igaar. BaHted 
wire fetces had been made. Kdwa of buibck carta filled with thoma 

Avere fixed with heavy chaina aoroaa the way to Gurdwara Gamgaar. 

After depoait/ing the vounded and the dead in the Ourdawara Tibi 
Hahibt the Jatba proceeded towards Gurdwara Gangaar. Our party 
•de^ed to go back. We bad gone only a abort diatance when we saw 
Tibi 8ahib» in which the Fangat had taken ahelterf being sutrootided 
•on alt aidoa by the Military. At thU atage our paity waa alao pursued 
by the cavalry and wc were aopaiwted. Prof. Hirl^n Singh iwadied 
the boundary line of the Nabha and Faridkat territories where he met 
Mr. Zimand. Just when he reached that place a mounted oifioer who 
was said to 1)6 Sardar Fateh Singh of Faridkot approached them aid 

having enquired Mr. Zimardi^a name asked him what he intetded to 

doi whether he wanted to enter the Nabha territory or go back. 
Mr. Zimand replied thivt he wanted to enter Jaito tut as the autho- 
ntiea had imt peimitfced him he intended to go back. He said that be 
was waiting for hia car. The ollioer definitely itifoimed him that the 
c4ir would not leturii. Mr. Zimand was th^ kd by that ofiber in 
the diiectbii of the Jako Kailwqy Station on foot. Tho Officer asked 
Prof. Harliaiia Singh to leave that place. He wa?ited to know Prof. 
Hai'hana Singh's )iame> but the latter did not think it advisable to 
ffiaebae it. Piof. Harbana Singh and hie lompaniona wdked some 
iBilance and met their car. They got iiito the oar and motored back 
to il^ritaar. Prof. Bhagat Bam Singh aid Sardar Mabiider £fingfa of 
Ma^i and Co. Amiitaari walked up to Kot Kapura pi) foot ai^, oii 
th^iv way thev learnt that the Jgtl* after lieing aeveirely l^eaten was 
tied hand ana foot and conveyed In carta to the barbed wire eiicloauie. 

^ Sarder Mahinder Singh, lAmnan, Khaka CoBege, Amrilaarj 
Bhai Tern Sbgh Giana reached village Kam i^iigh Wala on their way 
to Kot ^pura. They stayed at Ram Singh Wala for the nignA They 
aaw ^0 aqwara who had coma to the village in aearoh of a won»ded 
peiioh that pliea. The aowara demanded the wounded 

horn viilagenk 111 cate the vffiaiera failed to htad over the 
wraii^4 pemoti their peepertm would be oonfiaected % Mm State 
miil^kiea. At Kot Kaimia th^ eame acroef an qM womam wW w^ 
an^ m of the whole tnwedy, She related to them the late of 

the Jitha whkh aha v^ esveridy beaten and ^ 

foot As to die tikiifafM meted eg) to the ladies she told 
while they were nam Sahib they jid Ihe^^ 

foulest langaage^ u^ hoedted^ T^ 

|wng ladies were onfrageotmly^^^^^^ ^ Two ladkt died lii tie fibt 
. Quidwank*^' .V. ' "'i,,-* 



the JiSittt) OUTRAGE 
M«; OwtiB Shoe’s ST*f«n*HT ' 

k’ ® ‘^“l*** Singh M. 1. A 

«h« fdlowiiig statemfliit:— « i- a. 

."A‘ great tn^ baa ooonrrod at .Uito, Nabha State. Though the 
»«a^ oreaaoaitMa ao far aacertiitied ia leaa, yet the nonl «tgnig< «ftne e 
le iMat^ hecauae tk perpetrator of this tragedy wm uot an in«apon> 
immoral Mahant enployiog iMdoMahea but a civilized IWer 
Witt hi|» profeamiM and well informed .about the object and metfaoda 
victma At the tame time the aaerifice ia more preoknu to the 
tSiklit M the guifering <)atha wag not oaught unawares but from the very 
bt^imbig of ita march knew that the aupremo aacrifioe might be reqniral 
of rt, and knowing thia roluntarily and cheerfully went to meet that 
fate, rather than aurronder ita doer religioiia right of freely viaiting 
aid worahipping in ita fieloved Guru’a Ourdwara. 

Historical 


^ The Britieh Admlniatration of Nabha. earried on by a civilian oltieer 
of the Goveniroeiit of India aincc the foreilile depoaition of the Maha' 
laja. had atopiied all acceaa to the Gurdwara, .Jaito, ainoe the end of 
August 1923, and on the 1 4th September had arrested the whole ron* 
gregation ^mUed there for the purpoao of liatoning to the contimud 
region (Akhand Path)" of the Holy Guru Gmith Knhib. Not. only 
thk, even the Granthi actiwlly reciting at that timi and the atteiidante oil 
the Holy Scripture were dragged away from before the Holy Iknik 
and arrested and the recitation iiiternipted. Thia was the greateat 
deseorataoa aecording to Sikh belief. 

“The news apread <(Ufckly abroad and from the very mjzt day, i.e., 
i.'ith September, partaea of Sikh pilgrims liegan to arrive at .laito for 
the purpose of viaiting the Gurdwara and rniining the Akhand Path. 
But, ae before, the Gurdwara waa kojit cloesd agaiiiat them on the 
laMsksB plea that the Sikha wanted to gather in that Gurdwara for the 

purpose of politicvd agitation, while the fact ia that all thoao an«at«>J 

in 1^ (^tdwara were ^ing siothing but either reciting the Holy Book 
or Ikteuiiig to the recitation. It ia prepoateroiia to hoM that, imitesting 
within the bouudariea of the Nabha State agaiiiat Uie grievoua wrong 
done^ to the Master of the .State ia aeditiuii against his State snd dls- 
ob^eiioe to hu orden; it ia still more preposterous to hold that 
reciting the .ScriUnrea aisl praying for the Mahanda in the Giiidwara 

nnytfaiiig political or sciBtious. Yet the British Admimatratioii of 

Nahiia has fmen preventiug the .Sikha from visiting the Guidwara aisl 
taking therein for the last 6 months .uid more. About 0000 Sikha 
imd walked hundreds of miles to Jaito, and suffered untold hardships 
at tile hitodi of the authorities without being able to vitit the Uurdwam 
or re-open (Am Akhand Path. 

. “ Seeing that all thia saeridoe seemed to have no effei^ on the oalloiia 
to put an end to ti>e prolonged agony of the l^hs ^ ipi 
etiMiue:;'' lieodfioer it waa deddad that a eoiigregation of 000 deroAlgi 
walk on foot to Jaito and remaining perfeetiy ixm-Thdl^ ^ 
in||aea tim aatimiities by Aeir ssisrifice about the sineeifty Md death of titif 
rtiikMiB leeling of the ^kbs. The Jathedar of Sri Akal Toldff ie«^ 
•msHMioemeiit to tiiis effect in veiyciear terms foil tsro tiwfdk 
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depaiture d the Only those Sikhs were eDowed tojcdn 

iv^ho could be irdied upon to lemaiti perfectly ron^violent order eH eixfupa* 
etances. Oh Febiuary 9th» the Baiant Parchami dayi the Jatha asseuih^ 
befoie Sri Akal Takht, Amritsar, and took the ple^e of noirvMeiieer tiie 
Jathedar again exhotting them solemnly to iolhl their vow. As ihstiiiidt* 
ed, the Jatha during its progi'ess to Jaito abstained fiom maUt^ any 
spe^hes ard coi.iiiied itself to singing hyrors or reciting from the Holy 
8ei}ptt?re. The affection evoked by the Jatha on its way was a clear proof 
of the fact that it was going with the blessii gs of all Fikhs to fulfil their 
heait*felt desire. 

Ihe composition of the Jatha itself was another proof of the suppoit 
of all Sikhs. There were men di awn from all districts. Theic were mea. 
of diiferent professions, and even a ttiimber of meek Sadhus. The Jathedar 
c.f Kri Akal Takht aid a Graijthi of the Golden Temple also accompanied 
the Jatha. 

The March to Jaito 

After 13 days' marching the Jatha, composed of only those who had 
htaitcd oathdiound from Bri Akal Takht, reached Jaito on the aften:ooii 
of the 21st Febiuary, the anniversary day of the great tragedy of !^^tkal:a 
Hflhib. The authorities, as they had already ar.nounced, infoimed the Jatha 
that only 50 of its me mbeis could be aUowed to enter the Gurdmra and 
ccmplete Akhai d Path on giving an undeitaking that they would leave the 
Guidwam iu mediately after. The Jatha already stated its podtion on the 
w ay ai d repeated it to the authorities at Jaito that it had come only for the 
purpose of \isilii g the Gurdwara ai d restoring the Akhand Path. ai:d that 
sulmittiiig to the lequired conditions about the number of visitors and the 
time of stay would amount to surrendering the religious right of freely 
visiting, corgregatiug and worshipping in a Gurdwara. On this it was 
asked to dispel se. Fire was then o|>eiied. The Jatha remained unmoved 
aid undeterred. It marched on until it reached Gurdwara Tibbi Sahib 
%ihkh is al out 400 yards from Gangsar Ouidwara, the destinatioit. Here 
the dead and wounded were de^Kisited and the Jatha agaiu moved on singing 
h 3 mi s. Iho i^liceand niilitaiy then fell Apon them with li^his and beat 
them down set leless, carried them louid with ropes as piisoneis to the foit 
near by* it is also learnt that the authorities did not spare even the 
light-seers ard many casualties from firing, are rettorted from among the 
ettowd. The total number of esnialries sii far known is about 15 dead 
iiid 55 wounded. 

**SjRlub\is attempt was u ndo by the authorities to prevent impottant 
Kiiroi g fiiiin watching the happening so that they might be free to do 
what they liked ard aftei^tds marulacture any version they pleased. 
Mr. $« ?imar.d, an Amerioaii journaUst, who imd come as a iqfieoiai 
ootteapoi dent of the York Times”, was not allowed to enter 

into the Kabha territoty ard was oi dared to quit the Faridkote tem*^ 
tot^ at once. Members of the AssemUy ai;d the Puidab Council fike 
Raiiada Hans Rsj, >fr. B. Cbe(ty» Bat^r Paitap Fingh, and 
Rii gK, weie denned at the Fail^Ay Staliou. Jaito. Kitiriiiew and 
Prircipal Gidwaiii were ai rbed /on their ara ival near Jaito. AU fliis 
h a picof that the authoi^s had much to eoiceal and how faming 
themsehes secure fsom Kght heVe issued a statement from 
tU Akalis lesoiting to violence, had fined shots befom the aixlhofili^ 



OUTRAOE" ^ '.lOj 

• wiWeiie umber of reipeel* 
lie fwtfcoottii^ to expose etetementf. 

iiithodHee k fu^er evideut from the feet thet 
pr» Kd^ in clwge of medioel eneniumietitB of the Jetha, was almi 
d^edm end ell the medioal etoi^ee end provisioiie, besides the tents at d 
weio seiaed. 

Sihh Communfty is pi'epared to have the truth sifted by an indetteir 
debt ftuittinr and challenges the Government of India to substaiitiate the 
tfUth of ito allegationst not through the farce of a magisterial inquiry but 
a Committee of persons on whom the public may rely for ti*uth and im* 
paitmUty* 

A S, G. P. C. communique issued about this time said • 

‘•The Bhahidi Jatha accompanied by about 80 thousand Sikhs (Wth men 
end women) from different villages reached Jaito on 2tst Fcbniary at aliout 
8*15 p.M. The State authorities had pi*eiiared a narrow iiassage leading to 
the fort and the temple of Gangsar. The [lassage was bounded on one side 
by a border of barbed wires end on the other by rows of several hundred 
bullook carts filled in with thorny bushes and barbed wires. At the end of 
the passi^ there was a barbed wire enclosure oonoealed behind some houscH 
into wUeh the Jatha was to be driven presumably for lieating and arrest. 
Blit the Jatha turned to the right and marched to Gurdwara Tibi Sahib 
where they had to take leave of the Sikh Sarigat and march by thomsolves 
to tiie Temple of Gangsar. 

THB FIRING. 

“On their way to Tibi Sahib they were accosted by the Administrator of 
NaUia State who ordered them to holt or ho will open fire. The Jatha and 
the, &ngat held up their hands and began to recite, *8at nam Sat iiainlec. 
Wahiguru Wahigurqji'^True Is the name of God, All Hail to the Wonder- 
ful Lord.* They had hardly gone a few steps when the soldiers stationed 
on die eminenoo of Tibi Sahib and the cavalry on the left opened fire, 
caumg heavy casualties, but the heroic Sikhs did not waver and made 
straight for Tibi Sahib. About four minutes later the soldicis in the fort 
fired volleys. The Akalis were falling fast hut they marched oirward un- 
daunted carrying their dead and wounded with them. Bounding the Tibt 
the Jatha was proceeding in the direction of Gangmr when its pro- 
•glto was checked hy a strong column of oavaliy and infantry* A strong 
dbtachmeiit of cavaliy rushed on the Sikhs who wore followiiig the Jatha 
and, gallopmg after scattered groups chased them out of the Nabha ter 
litob^. 

UNFROVOKBD BRUTALITT. 

: “Tim Ja^a was next surrounded by the soktiers and mercilessly beaten 
with htovy stioks mounted with iron spikes till they all became senseless 
when they were bound with ropes and removed to the loii in bullock catis. 
Ikictoci dressere attached to the Jatha were arrested, and the boliodk 
eimUi eiiTyiug beds> meduuiias and oUier necessary material were seised* 
Bomo M gentlemeii who had carried the deed af:d Ae wounded 

to Tfbi 8^ were tending the wounded were heaten ootiugeouily 
told Boitor Kftcblew and Ptincipal Gidwani were aho arrtot^. 

ed^ An ^Atotoim gentlemtoi who brnt come as a speeU eomapoudant 

not allowed to step into ^ Nabhu 



w to quit the FarkllDcvt tenitoit 

IfmbM ol the LegUatiire AitmUy und Comid like Mr« B4w^ 
MeMii. Sheomttgftm Chetty, Janui^r Pertap Singh C 
Ikrndngh vere detained at the Saflway statiou. 

The number of caeualtiei so far asoertained is about 70-160 (!^ 
and about 66 wounded. This doen not {nolude a Dumber of dead aid 
wounded persons who had been carried away to the neighbouring .fillagee 
by their own men. 

aaoRiLKoroue feats. 

**The sacred person of Guru Granth Saheb was fired at and treated 
with shocking disrespect. The sacred Gurdwara of Tibi Ss^b was 
iis shooting ground and the sacred precincts were covered withHhe Uood ^ 
of Sikh martyrs dying lor the God-giveu right of free worship. By 
firing on a mass of peacefub noirviolout» religious people moving to a 
temple for performing religious ceremony of great sanctity, our oirilkod 
Government has in an era of eulightonment performed an administrative 
feat which has seldom been surpassed for cold-blooded brutality by the 
most barbarous ruler in the darkest period of Indian history. 

THE NEXT JATHA. 

“ It has been decided that the iieirt Shahidi Jatha of 600 shall 
start from Amritsar on the Ehth instant.^' 

The Govemmeiit Veition. 

A Government communique issued on the S2nd February fmm 

Delhi however gave an altogether different version and has since lieeii 
found to bo made up of deliberate lies. It runs : 

“ The recent order issued by the administration of Nahba State regard- 
ing the conditions of admission to the Gurdwara at Jaho has been 

disregarded by the Akalis inspito of the frequent intimations and the 
jatha of 600 left Bargiri in the Faridkot state shortly after noon yesterday 
aixi advanced on Jaito screened by a body of some 6000 ottier Akalis 
who moved on six hundred yards front in great depth armed with 
latbisi ohhavis, siieani and firearms. 

'The Administrator with five State Officials advanced about 100 yards 
to meet the Akalisi gave them full warning and called on them to halt 

and explained that if they did not comply with the older he would be 

comipeU^ to open fire. This warning was utterly disriigarded by the 
AkiJis who hotly pursued the Administrator and his party. At this 
point q Nabha villager received a woupd ^iOm a bullet by the AkaKs. The 
Adndnistrator gave order tp fite thre# rounds buckshot at leadem who 
were within a few yards. The line ol AkeHs then sWerved to the right where 
a platoon . of Nabha iufimtiy was in poidtioii. Order to fire three rounds 
controlled fire wiUi service amiiiumtion was given by die Administrator. 
AMii and Jatha Uieii made for a small outlying Gunidwara calied Tibi 
S^ib and one Squadron cavalry moved over to try and head them oif. 
Akalis at this monient inorea^ their fire and deHveied , determiiied 
attack led lor a mounted Akali who gave orders in En^ish to fats 
eomrsdea to ohaige. Fite from ten (Bsumuiited cavalry cheeky &e^ 
but the Jatha advanced under Sahib. Whilst about Akalis 
swarmed in the Tibbi Sahib Ootudwara the remainder were ali^dy m^ 
oil and the paity of S»0(K1 giidoalfy bnAm up leaving oiihr al^ 106 



THE JAlfO OUTEAGE ,c^ 

iiMte M im now under arregt at Jaito. Medml agsisiaiice was promply 
rei^BilMl to the munded, after tiie firing. Di*. Kitchlew and }Ht>fe«ior 
<Hdw#i; arrived on the eceoe in motor and were taken into custody. The 
total QMualtiM so far asoertained aiw fourteen dead and thirty four wounded. 
/Fbev jalha itself was not fired on and no member of it was injured. Great 
cam was taken not to interfere with Graiith Sahib which has been deposited 
with due respect in the Dharmsala. Special enquiry by a Magistrate 
has been ordered.” 


That this statement of the violence used by the Akalis was 
absolutely false has since lieen proved to the hilt. The American Press 
Correspondent* Mr. Zimand. who was turned away from Nabha on the 
eve of the massacre and who knew the actual facts* however* keirt 
long silent* presumably from official pressure, but prior to his deimrture 
to America he wrote a letter to Mahatma Gandhi in which the whole 
truth is told. This letter is veproducod below. 


The S G P. C. Communique. 

The reply to the above the Socrcfeiry of the Gurudwara Pra- 
bhandhak Committee issued the following Press communique on February 
24th last;— 

*'In a Coinmunique issued from Delhi on 22nd February the Govenr 
meiit of India has made an utter iiusstatement of facts in oitler to 
whitewash the heaiiJess doings of their agents at «faito on Febniary 21st. 

'*llie tSbahidi Jatha is alleged to have advanced on Jaito *sorenne<l 
by a body of some 6 thousaii<! Akalis armed with lathis, chhavis* 
spears and fire arms.” The Jatha was in fact inarching in the follow- 
ing order: half of the Jatha was in the front* Guru Granth Kahib in 

the middle* and the other halt brought up the re.r, the Sikh Sjmgat 

moving on the Hanks was revorentiaily keeping itself liohiiid Sri Ount 

Granth Sahib. No man in the Sangat w'as cairyiiig any chhavi, spear 
or firearm. Akalis have shown wonderful restraint and self'control 
under most trying conditions ; and the allegation that they carrieil fire- 
aims and fired is another iiistaiico of giving a dog a bad name in 
order to hang it. The Akalis disregarded the warning of the AdniiniH- 
trator which was nothing more than an order to halt and retire 
cause they recognise no temporal authority in mattom connected with 
i:digion and because they wero proceeifing on a f»erfectj> non* violent 
and peaceful mission. The Administrator of Nabha has no right to 
impose conditions for admission to the Giirdwara Gangsar of Jsiu» and 
arrogate tci himself the posittoti of a religious dictator of the Sikhs. 

“ The Akalis never pursued the administrator or hi« party. That a 
nameless ‘NaVjha villager* iweived a wound from a bullet^ fired by the 
AkaUs is another curious myth invented for the justification of the 
numaacre. The Akalis could not evidently incrciise fire liecause they 
. had no firearms with them, and they were all moving in a non-violent 
and deeply religious atmosphere. The Jatha had been marching for 
twelve days through the British territory and not a word of He 
carrying firearms* chhavis, sj>ears etc* appeared in any official com* 

muaique or the press. ..... . • « . 

'VTbe question of a mounted Akali^ giving ordere tn Euf^ish is 
amiliier invention of official imagination. No Sijth can ride a horse 



«1^ j^ the Sangait it oo ioo^ llhmm^ 

eye^iFftee^ aulhoiiltet did not tS^ 

SQl^ er help their wounded brethren^ ar^ many 

lor lack of aatittanoe and water. The Pocrtoia^^^r^ 

dretfMTt in charge of the patty were arretted and their medkteiro;^ 
W^ere teiM^ Even the kdiet imraiiig the wounded in the Ou^waia 
of Tibi Sahib were insulted and arrested. The OoTerDmenh^ 
inuti<|ue states that the ^Jatha itself was not 6red on and that no 
menher of it was injured. No baser attempt to make an utterly 
false statemeLt could ever be made. Firing from Tibi Sahib was 
paiticularly aimed at the Shahidi Jatba. The rifles and Lewis guns 
fired indiscriminately > and casualties from the Shahidi Jatha so far 
known are 19 wounded and 7 hilled. Five wounded from among the 
Shahidi Jatba have since reached Amritsar and are under treatment in 
Sri Guru Bam Das hosintal. As regards Guiu Oianth Sahib it was 
in the midst of the Shahidi Jatha during the time of firing and the 
beating. No regard at all was given to its sacred pTeseixe at that 
tune. 

** The csitusltica have been veiy heavy : the number quoted in the 
Goverimeiit conniunique is absiiidly low. 

** Ihe Govornmorit has tried to throw dust into the eyes of the 
people l>y declaring that a special enquiry by a Magistrate has been 
oidered. A subotditiate Magistrate cannot he ex|)ected to sit in Judg* 
meiit on the actions of the administrator of the Nabha State. The 
public can easily sift the facts by appointing a non-official oommissioii 
of enquiry comtiosed of responsible persons without any further delay. 
The Nabha administrator ordered whdesale firing on a religious Jatha 
aid Sangat who have solemnly kept their pledge of non-violence» who 
were marching to a Sikh Temple lor a sacred purpose under the lead 
of Sri Ouni Granth Sahib ar.d who have laid down their lives for the 
Sikh hiitfa-right of free congregation and free wondiip. They have 
died fightiig a nonviolent) spiritual battle for their religious ideas and 
for no political ambition. No community can give a more convincing 
pioof of its sir*cerity and eai'nestuess. 

** The ocean of Sikh religious fervour is in floods and the heroio 
disciples are eager to offer their lives in the cause of religious liberty. 
Another Jatba of fl hundred will leave Amritsar on 2bth February. 
Ibey will probably meet the fate of thsir predecessor. We invite idl 
Gcd^fearing and pious men* whether Hindus, Mohaminadans or Cbrir 
tiaiis to appoint a representative committee of reapfDtable men of in* 
depentfent pdritioii. This Cknumittee should search the Jatha before it 
amers the Nabha territory and after satisfying themselves that m mem* 
her of the Jatha is oaiTyiug *^|lrearmS) chharis, or hthis"' should 

issue e geneml oeitifioate for the jnfoimailhm of the puUic and the 
Goverm^tit to the effect that the memters of the Jatha do not car^ 
any d^sive weapon on their persoi^u They should fuiiher dUsto 
pcrmiamii from the Ckvdimiaot of piemnt at the Monma 

in '%der to watch the behayaour and the Stete authorHaea. 

The'^jf^kh community k man to fight for their 

in a peaeefnl mat^^ % all haiddiipi tend 

on tms in humMe «rit em^ 

of malu g thrir lK>dtee di^^^ and madtine 



Mr* Zimancl^a Vertion 

^ I t[r* Ziwiatjds ^comuU of the m,wh of the Hhahkli Jatha wa* given 
ifi a mier» which he wrote to Mahatiim Oaiidht long after the eveiit> on 
ApHl He my9 

D^ lil^. Gandhi^ 

the eve of my departure from India I want to tell you again 
how fortunate 1 consider mys.if to nave had the opportunity oi visiting 
your land. 1 want to use this oppoitunily of lUanking through you 
your innumerable friends and countrymen for their gracious iiv/«pitaUty. 
uniaiUeg courtesy anJ generous help they have renaered to me during 
my whoie stay in India. 

At my interv ew with you at Juhu, Bombay, you asked me a few 
quesUoDS about the occurrences at jaito on February 21 of this year. 
I feci that to my anxiety to find out your views on the difierent 
political and sociat problems, 1 monopolised ihe long time which you 
lundly gave me and uegtectc.l to give a coherent desccip.lon of what 
actually occurred at Jatto. 1 siiall therefore try to tel) you now, as tiuth- 
fully as i know, about the incident at Jaito. 1 am especially anxious 
to send you my version of the incident because .my name has repeatedly 
been meniioned in this connection by the press. 

: On the morning of February 2 otli 1 arrived in Amrdsar. Accord* 

inig to my previous arrangements 1 was to leave on the morning of 

the next day for Peshawar. A few hours after my artivai 1 dec del to 
proceed to Jaito. I surttd from Amritsar by motor with Mr. Gidwanh 
Or. Kitchlew, and a Sikh gentleman whose name 1 cannot recall at 
preseat* We motored the whole day and after dusk we reached Bargan 
viUdge where the Jatha wai encamped. It was in Faridkot State territory. 

After the evening meal in a tent which was put at our disposal, 

I ViSited the different leuts whcie the JatUa was resting. All was very 

peaceiui and orderly. 1 went back to my tent and about 10 p. m. 1 
walked ou'. again. 1 noticed that a re)igtou8 service was being held 
and tuat about villagers (from near-by placet and also from ^rgari 

village) were listening to the recitation of the Sikh Setipture. 1 passed 
She night together with Mr. Gdwani and Or. Kitchlew. These two gonile* 
men were with me all the time. They did not address the crosvd and 
as 1 lollowcd them step by step 1 can say that they held no confer* 
ences whatever with the Jatba. Ail three of ui retired at the same time. 

On the morning of Febroary 21 st we went out to see the village. 1 saw 
a number of policemen and ofi&cers near the camp, 1 went back to the 
place where the Jatha was encamped and looked very carefully over the 
'wboia body of men, Jatha and Sangat, assembled there. 1 had the oppor^ 
tunity of observing practically the entire Jatha and the crowds accompanying 
the Jatha. I did not see anyone carrying fire-arms or any other weapons. 

THE Manca to jaito . 

The recitetion of what the Sikhs call '*|||i-Kt-ver" was over a 
little after a a.m. No speeches were deiiveredli By if o'clock the 
Jatha and Saagat took tneir meats at the near-by Gurdwaca* About 
the same time 1 took another look aroui^ the open place where the 
Jatha WM encamped and went into the interior of the village* Near 
tile open space groups of good-humoured people were amnsiog themSelVM; 

About twelve noon the Jatha started for Jaito* 1 soggested to Mr* 
Gidwaoi and Dr* Kitchlew mat we might proceed in onr motor nlMid 
ot llm ptocea Fiist we walked lor a mile and the car went akgaA: 
Oi|^ I noticed crowds of people waiting lor tbi Jallia^ 



relraiilflMati moA oHim wete clearing tbe mult from branehec wbAUmi! 9 ^ 
We entered tlie motor e^n and drove for nearly two milee. 1 a g a in 
naked tiiat the car be stopped that 1 may again obierve the Jathi In 
their marching order and also thoie who were accompanying the Jatha* 
I wonld estimate the crowd following the Jatna at abont yovOf 
tami and women of all ages and children. Those following the Jadia 
and the people who were waiting few the arrival of the Jatha erern 
sbontiiig **Sat Sti Akal*'. There was no element of disturbance ah^heie* 
As soon at the Jatha got near we got into the car agaid and 
drove ahead near the Nabha frontier. As yet none of ns had entered 
the Nabha State. At the frontier there were a number of nniformed 
officers and one in plain clothes on horse-back. One of them appixm* 
ched and asked ns to stop the car. This request was imme^tely 
complied with. Then the officer handed over to Dr. Kitchlew a paper 
which Dr, Kitchlew read. It was an order from the Administrator for 
the Jatha. Dr. Kitchlew and Mr. Gidwani said that the paper was not 

meant lor them becanse they did not belong to the Jatha. I stood op 

in the car and said: *I am here merely as an observer'. The officer in 

g ain clothes asked my name and gallopped towards Jaito. That was the 
ft i saw of him. While there had been no direct order stopping any* 
of us from entering, I said that 1 shonid await the answer of the authorities, 
thinking all the time that the officer who bad gallopped towards Nabha 
would bring back some word. 

At 1-50 p. m. the Jatha passed into the Nabha State. No official 
presented to them the paper from the Administrator which was handed 
over to Dr. Kitchlew. In fact, by tbit time, there was no officials at 
the frontier. The Jatha moved closely. The crowds were moving mostly 
in the rear and on the right of the Jatha. There were only a few 

people in front. Five Nishau Sahibs were in front and Guru Granth 

Sahib was in the middle of the Jatha. The crowds were shouting 
^*Sat Sri Akal**. The whole procession passed in front of me and again 
1 saw no one carrying fire-arms or weapons of any kmd. 1 saw the 
usual Sikh Kirpan and about 500 in the crowd had sticks. The latter 
were of the nsual sort carried by farmers. We waited for some time 
on the Nabha frontier and then Mr. Gidwani sent a joint note to 
the Administrator asking him if we might proceed to Jaito. No answer 
came to this note. 


THB FIRING 

At s-45 p. m, the first firing started. The firing was in regular 
volley and there were no desultory shots. This lasted for fully two 
minutes, i. e. from 2-45— *2-47 p. m. At 2-55 p. m. 1 heard the 
second firing. It sounded like the first. It lasted till 2-58 p. m. That 
was all the firing 1 heard. None after and none before. 

A short time after the second firing a young chap brought the news 
that there were many deaths and casualties ahd said that no arrange* 
mente had been made to take cate of the wounded. It was at tnis 
juncture that Dr. Kitchlew and Mr. Gidwani decided to motor to Jaito 
in order that they might take care of the wounded. Up to this time 
Mr. Gidwani had been saying tome that he would not enter the Nabha 
State without petmisrioo from the authorities. Only after the bad news 
came of the wounded being left oneared lor. be felt that it was his dnty to 
go to help and to make adequate arrangemente. I am convinced that bad 
it not baen for the news which aroused his concern fmr the wonoded 
^^•^ple Mr, Gidwani would not have entered the State. 1 did not epdisr 
Jj^bha territory because while there was yet no order eto|^kf,. m^ 
enterings I was waitittg to hear what the authorities had la 



s? ■ ■ ■ 

■■.pig... ■■■ » ««<3rAXIU^ ^11^. 

«boat 3-50 p. m. • moonted officer, who told me that hie nmmm 
^ Sarder Fatcm Singh of Parkikot accompanied bv dx or emf 
approached me at the bonodary hue of the Nabha 
Fmidhht territory where 1 was waiting. Sardar Fateh Siogh enquired 
my aafne and asked me ^'whether i still intended to enter Jaito*' | 
rcpUod that 1 wanted to enter Jaito and waited to hear from the authorities 
He replied that 1** was ordered to leave the State territory at once!" 
'*Bat/' said l» '*1 have not entered Nabha territory at all/* 

•*Yoa are asked/' said he in reply, **to leave both Faridkot and 
Nabha territories at once." 


Mm ZIMAND'S LETTER 


I tiieo told Mr. Fateh Singh that I was waiting for the car. 

'<That is just out/* said he. did not want to let you wait 
indefinitely because the car will not return.** 

1 was then Jed by the officer in the direction of the Jaito railway 
station. We had walked only a few steps when 1 sighted the motor 
in which I had come. 1 said that 1 preferred to go back by car. The 
officer assented to this and asked me t> sign a paper saying that I 
was leaving the State territory at once. This 1 did. 

1 ask^ the Sardar if he woold tell me who was responsible for 
the order. He gave me no direct reply to this question. **Ottt/* s^d 
he^ ‘*if you want to explain your position you had better write a 
letter to Colonel Mincbin, Agent of the Governor-General for the 
Punjab States/* I wrote the letter on the spot and handed it over to him. 


THB STORY OF THB APOLOGY 

In connection with this letter 1 read in a statement printed in 
the **Bombay Chronicle** of March 28th that the Administrator of 
Nabha told Dr. Kitchlew *^tbat Mr. Zimand had apologise J.** What 
1 did in the very hurriedly written letter was to explain my position 
and I ended up with the words: *if in my igooraoce 1 have committed 
any ofieoce 1 wish to apologise/ The authorities kocw very welt that 
1 had committed no offence and that this last phrase was a met* 
sign of courtesy, if there were to be aoy apo'ogy the apology should 
have come from the other side. But it never came. 

Before 1 departed my chauffeur said to the Sardar that he had 
in the car Dr, Kitcblew's luggage and asked if he (the Sardar) would 
be good enough to have it handed over to Dr. Kitchlew, because the 
latter had nothing with him. The Sardar turned and sa.d to me; **l 
am sorry ; I can not take back with me Dr. Kitchlew's luggage ** 

In connection with this incident a Punjab Governmeot press 
communique issued at Lahore 00 March 3rd to contradict certain false 
(sic) statements with regard to the Jaito affair said that "l>t. KitcUlew*i 
luggage was accidentally carried off in the car in which he aod Mr. 
Gidwani bad arrived and which took Mr. Zimand back to Amritsar/* 
(quoted In the * Leader*' of Allahabad March 5 th 1924.) 

A few days later while visiting Lahore I received the following 
note from the Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police of Lahore: 

'‘Would you be good enough to proceed to Nabha State and report 
to the Administrator who requires your evidence in the enquiry re, the 
recent affair at Nabha. For any further particulars would you ring up 
either Mr. Clarke A. S. Police No. 588 or Mr, Stead S. S. Police . 

375 . (S s*wioR A. S. POLtCB 

As 1 did not go to Nabha State the Deputy Commissioner of Lthore, 
Mr; Emerson, asked me to testify before him concerning this. I d d so 
Mfiilf oath and the salient points mentioned in this letter are 
Jiie ffiimdin my testhnony before the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore. 


SIKH AFFAIRS 

1 liave trie) to tell yon m this teller m irntblnllj& M 1 cai the 
hMoif oi the Jaito iockieot* The letter is rather a long one sad 
theijh might be tome danger oi the main point being obscnred; | 
wah't thereiore to repeat again that i observed carefnliy the Jatba and 
the crowds following the Jatba from February 20 th 7 p. in* bJl Febfh* 
ary sist 2 m. when they entered Nabha territory and that to the 
best of my knowledge **tbe Jatba and the crowds following the Jatba 
were not armed, and behaved in a peacefui and orderly manner/^ 

This Htatemeut has not since lieeii challenged or contradicted l)y the 
luithoritioH. An official enquiry was however ordered and held by Mr. 
lialvvant Singh* a Punjab magistrate* and as usual an immaculate white^washing 
report stibstantially oorroliorating the first Government repoit was tssiied 
on 1 2 th, Match last (see 

Mahatma Gan(lhi*8 Letter to the Akalia 
On Febiuaiy 2Bth. Miihatuia Gardhi addressed the following Iptter 
to the Aknlis asking them to stop the 2r.d Sbahidi Jatba of another 500 
A kalis which was being got up to march to Jario on the 28th Feb. : — 

Dear Countrymen, — It was with great distress that 1 heard about 
the shooting of an Akali Jatba on the orders of the Adminis* 
trator of the Nabha State resulting m several members being killicl 
and many more wounded. In reply to telegrams, beyond sending a 
message of sympathy, 1 had r.o with to say or do anything more. It 
is centraty to the wish oi Col. Maddock who has covered me with 
tvery ioim oi kindness during my illness that lam undertaking a 
moderate umouiu oi activity in the shape ot infoiming myself of the 
prevailing situation in the country. 

'Hie follow irg telegram just received from Zira, *'Ccme unmiiding 
health couditien soon, Akali Jatba"' compels me to say soroetbing iit^ 
connection with the tragedy just nicntooid. 1 do not happen to 

know the sender oi the telegram* tut had it been at all possible lor 

me 1 would certainly have gone down in reply to the message. The . 
wound being }et unheakd any such journey is a physical impossibility. 

I am therefore doing the next best thing. 

I need l:a dly assure the Akali Sikhs of my sympathy in the 
loss ol so many brave men and many more being wounded. Without 
lull iacis beiore me 1 am unable to »ay whether the march oi lar(.e 
number oi men in order to pay devotion to the shrine of Gangasar 

at Jaito was or was not justifi^. But i would ask the Akali bikhs 

not to send any more jathas without further deliberation and con* 
aultation with those leaders outside the Sikh community who have 
hitherto been giving them advice. It would be well to stop and 
watch developments arising out of the tragedy. One of the tdegrams 
received by me tells me that the jatba remained throughout strictly 
non-vioUnt. You have ffcm the very commencement claimed that 
your movement is perfectly non-violent and religious. I would like 
every one of us to uoderstand all the implications of non-violence* 

I am not unaware of the fact that non-violence is not your 
creed, it is thetefore doubly incumbent upon you to guard agaiflft 
any violecce in thought or word creeping in the movement. Qr^er 
23 years* practice of non-violence in the political field fats liimn 
me as clearly as day-light that in every act oi ours we h^ve to 
watch our thoughts and weeds la cohmetion with the moyemoita 
in which we may be' eng;iiged. Non-violence is iinp^Me 
deep humility and the strictest r^aid lor truth, and if such non-vtimoe 
has been possible in conaectioii with movements not termed r^h^i^ 
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how mach easier it should with thoie lik r you who are cooduclinB a 
strieSy rtligious movement. c cuuuucung a 

1 have denned it necessary to reiterate wiat I luei to siyabMit 
non-violcDce l>elore mv imprisonment b:icause 1 have observcMl dunnit 
my Oriel study ol the events of the past ycir that we who claim to hv 
engaged in a non-violent movement, have not fully in thought and 
speech confined ourselves to our cr ed duung the past two voara as we 
certamly dil not during the p cvious years. I am sorry to have to say 
that what I wrote about ourselves in the pav:et of '* Young India " during 
the three months prior to my arrest holds truer to-day than it did then. 
1 have not the slightest doubt in my mind that had wo practised non- 
violence in the sense I mean during all these five years wc would not 
only have achieved our common goal but there would bo to-day no 
differences and quirrola between llindtis find Musalmans. 

In drawing your attention therefore to the necessity of non-violence 
in your special struggh- about your Gurdwaras. I do not wish to be 
understood to mean that ther^ has been greater disregard of the essentials 
of non-violence amongst you than nmonst the other communities. Hut 
a word of caution is more necessary in your case because you have never 
digged. You have been incessantly active in the pursuit of your special 
goal. I would thcrelore have you to search yourselves and if you find 
that you have not been true to the standard you set before yourselves 
to cease further demonstration for th ‘ time be ng and perform the 
necessary cleaning jmicess bflorc beginning uiie v, 1 d Mibt not that your 
efforts will be crowned with siicce>s/* 

Lain I/iitiat Ibii, who was about this time with Gandhi* also 
addressed a letter to the S. G. \\ C» begging them to |H)st|»oiie HOiMliim 
finihcr Jatdnus to daito, so that the national leiwiers may have time to 
I'onsider the whole matter and then at! vice the Akalis as to their future 
eoiirse. The Akalis however could not aceejit the adviee tendered for 
reasons stated below. The Sc< etary, S. (b 1'. (*., issuetl the followinikf 

I 'l ess Cominunhiuc in reply : — 

s, o. r. c. S KKPI-Y 

“The message of Mahatma (Jaiidhi besides ronveying his sympathy 
with the Sikhs on the loss of so many brave men. has raised 'citnin point 
which the S. (1. ]\ C. takes the earliest opin^rtunity to explain. He it said to 
th? credit of Muhatma Gaialhi that with his unfailing love of fairness he 
has confessed his liniitation l»y declaring that he had not got full bict.** 

before him and has therefore i>pined with the diifcrcnec neoc.ssary in 

.-iieh a condition. He says, * without full facts before me, I am iinaldc 
to »ay whether the march of a large roimber of men in fuder to pay 
devotion to the shiiijc of Gaiigsar at Jaito was oi was not jnstilie<l. 

It may bo at once explained that tlie sheet anchor of the Akali hopes 
is and Inis been i»cifcrt noir violent and uiit eUliabuy sntfeiing. 'the 
idea of onhiueing the imiubers is i<i impress the (bjveriiment and the 
public about the depth a: d sincerity of Sikh religious feeling by the intensity 
and vastness of our suifeiings. The i|uestion is one of prinrif‘lc. If it 
is right for one Sikh to ass«*i1 the religious right of visiting and 

worshipping in a Oiirdwira, aft-^r fulfillirrr the iiecessHiy conditions of 
iron- violence, then it is equally right for a large number to do the same 
if they fulfil those conditions. Therefore the issin? is whether the Sikhs 
wovo satisfied or i.ot that the Shabidi Jatha fulfilied those condiiiotm 
Itofore its doparturo and earned them out iti practice ou its arrival at 
14(b) 
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Jaito. Witb tlie grace of Gkid the Jatha has remained perlectiy qoH'' 
violent and deterred in the face of firing. This troth is recognised 
hy the whole public and the jS. G. P. C. notes with satisfaction th^ the 
Mse and perverted version of the authorities is being elFectivety exposed 
and will finally exposed by an indej^ndent inquiry of which the 
Sikhs and all India have rais^ their voice. In this connection it may 
hfi noted that this very idea of trying to move the opponents heart by 
tne intensity and vastness of our suffering was at the basis of the 
sending of a Jatha of 100^ oath’bound Sikhs every day for thiiteen days 
to receive the inhuman beating at Guru-ka-Bagh. The agony of that 
suffering moved the revered Pandit Maiaviyaii* Mr. Andrews and Hakim 
A jmal Khan »Saheb and other leaders to tears and the whole world bears 
witness to the moakness with which the Akalis took the bpating. The 
question of large numbers of the Jatha no doubt creates the obligation 
of greater and stricter discipline and vaster powers of collective endur- 
anoe* The 8. Q. P. C. daimst and eve^its have fully proved it, that the 
Shahidi Jatha v>ossosses that discipline and that endurance. It is a 
terrible resixmsihility to justify the marching of hundreds into the jaws 
of death without raising a little finger, but the cause is so dear and 
the training of suffering ihiough w^hich the Akalis have passed in the 
last years so severe that that responsibility can no longer be shirked. 

As for consulting others, the S. G. P. C. has the satisfaction 
of carrying the host opinion of India with it in the present struggle as 
it had in the Ouru*ka‘Ilagh and the Kenya affairs struggles. Mahtamaji 
is right in pointing out that os non-violence is not the final ci eed of the 
Sikhs it is doubly incumbent uikiii them to guard agairmt any violence. 
The S. G. P. C. has more than once solemnly declared that having adopted 
non* violence as their iKilicy, the Akalis will honestly and sincerely stick 
to it as if it was their creed. They have always l>ccii anxious to im- 
prove their practice of non- violence. 

Ill the present case it lias l> 06 ri found that the fact of a largo 
Saiigat accompanying the Jatha out of love and reverence had lieeii 
used hy the Nabha authorities to invent the lie of an Akali attack 
towards which they claim to have openc<l tire. While the testimony of 
one witness has oonyinood alb that not only the Jatha but also the 
8angat remained ubsolutoly non-violent and made to attack, yet to 
eliminate all (Hnssible chances of complication or embarrassment it has been 
decided that nolKKly except a few indispensable helpers such as doctors, 
reporters, etc., should accomimny the Jatha on its march and its airival 
at the destination. , 

The S. U. P. C. with a clear oonscienre feels satisfied that the 
Sikhs are acting up to the standard that they have set before them- 
selves, and confidently hopes that with the mercy of God they w^ill 
continue to do so. 

From the above explanatiou and with the further precautions taken, 
Mahatmi^i will see that there was no reason for ix>8tponing the depar- 
turo of the Jatha. The rest lies in the hands of God. 

The Second Shahidi Jatha. 

The Communique further states that the Second Shahidi Jatha which 
will leave Sri Akal Takht on the 28th Febroary to resume the interrupted 
Akhand Path in the Gurdwara Gangsar, Jaito, feels deeply pained at the 
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loss ol life the injuries sustained by the Sangat which aocompauied the first 
Shahi<E Jatha on the 21 st Februat^ out of love and reverence. As the basic 
idea ol these Shahidi Jathas is to confine all suffering only to themselvcfl. 
therefore th6y earnestly wish that the Sang}it should not suffer on this 
account. On the request of the Jatha the Jathe^r of Sri Akal Takht 
has deoided to enjoin on all Sikhs the duty of refraining from oecour 
panying the Jatha on its march. All Sangats of villages by which the 
.latha passes should content themselves with bidding farewell to the 
Jatha, just outside their villages, and should not march on with tlio 
Jatha, so that the Jatha may reach its sacred destination attended by no 
body except doctors, press ro[K)i'ters and such other indispoiisablo 
helpers. The cause is so sacred that Sikhs should learn to oonti\)l oven 
the legitimate aspirations of their hearts so that the irres|K)nsible and callous 
Nabha authorities finding themsclvot thwarted may not invent any sU>ry 
they like to justify their doing. 

The Committee also sent two ropiesontatives to Poona to see and 
explain to Mahatma Candhi the situation. 

The Second Shahidi Jatha 

On Fobruaiy 2Sth the 2nd Jatha inarched from Amritsiir. A very 
large crowd of Sikhs assembled in fmnt of the Akal Takht to watch 
its dopaituro. Like the first, it was composed of 500 Akalis dressed 
in yellow shiits, black turbans and kirpans, with small [Kmclics for 
Itiovisions on the way. The ceremony l»eforo the Takht wms much 
delayed as great precaution was taken that non-violoin^e was sirirtly 
im))osod. The .latha took a course different from the previous one and 
rejichcd .Taito on the 14th March. 

At Jaito Pandit Malaviya, Sardar Kaitar Singh and Gulab Singh, aisl 
Messrs. 1). P. Siiiha, K. S. Ilhatt. ItangaswTimi Iyengar and Vedamuithi liiwl 
ai rived prcvioiisly with the |»cnni8sion of the authorities. 

Immediately on arrival they, along with some Punjab M. 1^. C.'s, 
Messrs. Jawahar Singh, Ma(dK>ol Mahmud and Ibdi (Uiainl, had a long con 
versation with the Administrator. Pandit Malaviya and party also visited 
tlie Gurdwam Gaiigsar and agrcc<l that the hall of the Gunlwara could 
iU'commodato 400 people and the couit yaitl, int-o whn^h the doors oi 
tlic hall opened, w'as spirious enough to accornmodite 1,000 i»copIe. 
I’andit Malaviya arwl party were of tli^ o|)inion. f»f which they apprisiMl 
(ho Administrator, that at one tinn^ only one Akhaiid Path could take 

place with due propriety but that if it was flesired to hohl siinnll incoiis 
Paths 3 cotild bo hcifl without imi*n»pricty. In this way it w«mld I ike 

10 months if one Path were perfornied afli?r the olh'>r. while 1 at a 

time vould occuj>y about 3} months for 101 A k hand I'atlis wliirh the 

Shahidi datha were pledged to c(»mplcte. The Admini>Ma*or "lid tha* 
the duty he owed to the siihjocts of the Stat*' midc it irnpos'-i^ lc tor 

him to allow an invasion of the .State territory by outside people itn 

a period of ten months oi* even for that of 3 inoiitliH. lie sa»d tliaf th** 
only basis on which a compromise could be, consificied or negot jatiofin 
opened w.as a prccodoiit guarantee from the S, (b I*. ( . that the 

Akhaiid Paths would he finished in a very short detinit*? pcricKl, Wiy 
seven days. Mr. Join ston proposcrl for this i'ur|x>»e the holding of 

lOl, or at least 50 I'aths simoItancouHly. As a icsull of the discussion 
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he was williiig to admit the Jatha into the Gurdwara but only on the 
condition that Pt. Malaviya would give the required guarantee on behalf 
of the S. G. P. C. This the Pandit was not in a i) 08 ition to do. The latter 
emphasised that the only iK^tisible basis of solution could be the uncon* 
ditional admission of the Jatha ink) the Gurdwara, since they were pledged 
to stait the Akhand I’ath, and then to carry on negotiations with the 
S. G. P. C. He hoped that in view of the establishment of the principle 
of religious liberty 1>y the unconditional admusion of the Jatha, the »S.G. 
P. C. would bo persuaded to instruct the Jatha so as to finish the 101 
i*aths within a shoit time, although ho was not prepared to admit that 
any timedimit can be legitimately placed on a fellow’s worship, which 
he is ci*titlcd to carry on uuinteiTuptcdly even for the whole of his life. 
Mr. flohiiston^s main objection, however, was time. 

i^andit Malaviya and paity met the Jatha, which was preceded all 
along by alK)nt 100 fullycfiuipped mounted troops and alx)ut infantry 
men. The SOO faces beamed with the happiness of expected maityrdom ; all 
unarmed, except for the Kirpans, and there was not one spectator 
aeeoinpai lying them except two press reporters and their red cross brigade. 
Pandit Malaviya and Sirdars Kaitar Singh and Gulali Singh talked to 
some of the Jatha and were told that they were pledged to begin the 
Akhand Path that day and had no dosiro to hold simultaneous Akhand 
l/aths. They were, however, ahvavs prepared to obey the orders of 

the Akal Takht. 

Iho T’andit’s party (ame back and again discussed the situation wi(h 
Mr. Johnston but ho was not prepared to enter into any negotiations 
uiilesH the requisite guarantee were foithctmiing. Thereupon Pt Malaviya 
and others wrote out a letter to the Aflministrator emlKslying their view 
of the situation and prcscnlod it to the Administrator who however sakl that 
ho was nut prepared to take it at that time. 

TIIK AKREST. 

Negotiations failings the Administrator then i»rococded to arrest the 
Jatha. The fields on both sides of the Kachcha I's^^h juesented tJie 

sight of a veritable lield of battle with observation ]KKst.<. flush signal 
statioi.H, small squadrons of troops lying behind bushes, cavalry people riding 
restlessly hither and thither across the cultivateil fields, and eouiieis 
coursing along the path with “ important " messages alnnit the movements 
of the tfatha. 

An hour or so later the Jatha was siglited, and the daiida police, 
militaiy men, and the cavalry were stationed at tlie bifurcation of the 
loads to meet it. The Jatha -arrived at 3*10 p. m. On Mr. Johnston 

calling a halt, they halted and were immediately surrounded on all sides 
by the police. Mr. Johnston then 8|.K>ke to some of the Jatha men and 
offered to allow them all to start the Akhand Path in (birdwara 

Gangsar provided they promised to come out of the (budwara after 
tho first Path had finished and await the result of the negotiations with the 
Akal Takht (which ho was told by the Jatha men wtis the prov»er authority 
and not the S. G. ]\ C.). I'his tho Jatha men resolutely rofusotl to agree to. 
For them to leave tho Gurdw’ara without completing the 101 l*aths was as 
sat rilcgious as to break the continuity of one Akhand Path. They also 
definitely refused fo hide time voluntarily till some settlement was ai lived ;il. 
They said that they had taken a vow* to commence the Path that dny or die 
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in the attempt. They were prepared for Imllots, Ueatinj;. nud in ia t anv 
thing. 

All this parleying took alwut two hours afttM' whit^h timi> iho Jailn 
having resolutely refused to acijcpt any ronipi-omise they were plaoetl uutioi 
ari-est and were led, happily without the use of any fonw to a pen insnlo 
the F'oit. They also insisted upon tiking the Sowara Sahih with thonr 
and were permitted to do so. A shamiana and a 'Fakht were providt'tl f,»i 
Guru Graiith Sahih inside the t en. 


THE THinn siiAiirnr .iatiia. 

This was followed hy a third datha whieh maicht'd fn>m Amii'sar 
on the 22nd March and reached .laito on Apiil 14th. A fouith foiloweil 

ttii the 27th and a fifth was made roiwly to start t)n the following 

llaisakhi days. On the 22nd March many outsiders e:im«> to witness 

the scene. Among those present to extend oonlial giKsl wishes were Lala 
l.a.ipat Kai, Dr. Kitchlow, Mr. Phookun of A.ssam, lK>waii D.mlit Ilai 
C. 1. K. of Kawalpirnli, Mr. 1>. (-itamaii Lil M. L. A., Mr. I)eoj» Narayaii 
Singh of Patna and Mr. K. L. Panikkar. Ihe .latha f olh^i ted in Ih * Go!d<*n 
IVniplo below the Akal Tahhl at about 12 noon. 'I’he whole plai’c was 
f'rowdod with i»ilgrinis fr<im all parts of the Punjab. OvertUiwiiii* <h^ 

l»n*mise.s of the dVinidc the orowfl which was estinni^cd at moie than 50,0(M) 
hid spread into the streets and opeii spikes .siirroinifling the Durbar Sahib. 
Women and Children of all ages came to see the martyrs go otF an<l the n»’< k 
of each was heavy with garlands with which i)is wife, chilflren ami other 
lel iticiis had wished him go<l-spee<L 

After the preliminary si»ecehes in which the situation was earcfully 
♦ xplaincfl, (ho Jathed.ir of Akal Takht read ont the Jfookam nama (<» 
the Shahidi datha. In it the d.atha wa.s called upon tt» go and re.mime the 
Aldiand Path of (furu Grantli ,S.ihib at the Sri (taiigsar sloinc at daito. 
'i'liey were asked to observe non-\iolence in tiongbt. dce»l ami action and 
c\ery one of them was asked In take a solemn vow lor ihal purpi.si 
before the Takht. Ainulst resounding sIhmUs of ‘ Sat .Sii Akal the 

whole .latha to a man vowed to do this, d’lien !li* datlicdar, a nob’iv 
loffking old man and an ox-soldier, was asked to rome forwanl atnl 

lie was given a Kirpaii whifdi hid b'*en specially blc.ssfMl. Then hii* 
senmd and thinl in eominand also underwent the same •'e»rmoi».y. 

The procession .started from the (bdden Temple iP abniii Inlf pist 
two. The oiithusia.sm among the people was indescrib ible. '1 he streets vein 
covered with Mowers, aiul liowei-s wore showered from evciy Ijooko tup, 

I he Jatha carried the (rianth Sahib in the mifidle aijfl M*lh>ivciJ liv a 

c.Mrwd of over 10,000 i»copic pa-ssinl along the iru row lane.s <d th" 

Iho whole iMipnIatioii dcrnonstratcfl its sUffOg .sympathy with the 

Akali oaiiso by crowding all the housetops ai;fl ihrowmg morn tlnweis 
'U.d 'attar’. When the datlui rojudicil the Dtyvates ir wa.s p.ast six. ^ Separ.af^ 
kitchen, a .special ambulance corps under the charge <if a f|naliliod (lor t<ir 
aiifl provisions for the way .'ucompariied them. It was just like a rcgimoiit 
nruf hing to war, with Mjigs and bands but only with i arms. ^ Jhc.lalliA 
t<»ok a circuitous route and inarched in slow st.iges reaAdiiiig .Jaito iti uliout 
"wo weeks time. 
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The Official Report 

Thffi followtng ii the report iiiued on tlie 8Ui« Meich tqr Mr. BeWruit Siofh of 
the Puiileb Civil Service* Meiittrete» First Clets, who wee depvled to esquire ieto 
the tacideste that took piece et Jeito on the 21et Febmeiy, 1924. 

Usdef tbe orders of ibe Local OovstomeBt* i bare held an enquiry into the 
nnfortosate incident that took place on the 21st FebToarj* 1928 at Jaito In tbe 
Kabba State in oonnection with the arrital of the Bbabidi Jatba of 600 men, with 
tbe announced object oC reinming the allied interrupted Akband Path in Gnrdwar 
Qaogfar. 1 bare esamined so naoj as 66 witnesses , iuelnding tbe Administrator of 
tbe Nabba State, Ifr. J. Wilson JMUston, the President and two members of the 
Faridkite Council of firgeney, tbe Military Officers in charge of the operations 
that day, Lt. Col. J. 0. Coldstream, D. 0. Fettzepore, Lt. Col. E. Q. Gregson, 
Soperintendent of Police, Ferrsepore, tereral Baltet and villagers of tbe Kabba State, 
and some Akali members of tbe Sfaahidi Jatba. 

Thu Shabjdi Jatba 

Before going Into thr evidence given by tbe witnesses, it may be explained here 
that a batch ol abont 15 Akalls is being daily arrested by tbe Nsbba State 
autboriiiea at Jaito on their wny to tbe Onrdwara to resome tbe Akband Pntb. 
Tbev are ntnally non-violent in their cbnrnoter, bit tbe declared object of tbe 
Sbahidi Jatba, at tbe name implies, wss a different one. It was to enter tbe 
QttTdwara, aud to rernite the Akband Path at all costs, and not to sheepishly 
surrender themselves I ke other Akatis to tbe ntual arrests only on tbeir wsy to 
tbe Gurdwara, and even II they are once turned out, they would again and again 
reme. In tbe attempt, they wooH even go to tbe extent of losing tbeir lives. Bo, the 
object of the Jatba was onnsnally strong, and a dliferrnt one at least. It is obvious 
enoogh that a maikcd diitinction did really exist. From tbe evidence recorded, it 
teems that tbe annooocement of tbe formation of >ncb a Jatba was indeed a great 
news for tbe Akali public, and for tbe Kabba people It mas an opportunity lor 
daring ones to come to tbe forefront, get tbemielvcs enlisted in tbe ranks ol tbe 
Jstba, aod do someibing practically. It was slso a welcome one for tbe Extremist 
seetiun of tfao Congress, as is shown by tbe presence of Profeseor Gidwani and Dr. 
Kiteblew with the Jatba. 

VxsiTgo fiV Labgb Cxowdb 

So, tbe snival of such Jatba naturally attracted large crowds at every waiting place 
all along tbeir way. Some of them brought sweets and refresbments (or them ; 
others came as mere spectators, rxld tbeir ^darsban* to tbe Jatba, and went away, 
but many more accompanied them, eneonraged them, and opeiilj declared thett 
Intention ol oiiog force against tbcfc who happen to Intercept tbe onward march 
of the Sbahbti Jatba, and a member of the Sbabidi Jatba, Jagat Singh, relates 
the inoldent of an offer of a subsidy of 600 men to tbe Jatha. 

TUB Dboli Jathx 

There Is evidence to show that at Bari Ke Patan, tbe Droll Jatha visited tbe 
Sbahidi Jatba, but they were tild to go away, and they replied that they would 
go away then, but would join the Sbahidi Jatba either at Lande or Bargari. It 
appears that at Landce a large number of tbe Droll Jatha arrived, including many 
who visited at Hari Ko Patan in a bdd there. In the evening, a member of 

the Droli Jatba is said to have visited the Sbahidi Jatba saying that be bad 
broDght 600 men for tbeir saffty, but the Sbabidi Jatba must arrange for tbeir 
food in their Langar, mblcb ma* rt-taiate from flat which was provided for the 
ordinary, people ceming to see Ibe J.vtba, and which bad, untl tbtn, bern excloBi- 
vely used by the members of the Sbahidi Jatba. Accerdingty, tbe Sbabidi Jatba 
(•^d them In tbeir Langar. Farther, there is alte evidence tl>at on tbeir way firm 
Bargail to Jaito, the Thirf Jatbadar baited tbe ilatba and addrtsKd the Droit Jatba 
tbit the time for ihetr work bad come, Tbtrc is evidence to show (bat the 
Sbahidi Jatba, Instead of procreding to Ssmahar, according to their foblisbed 
programme, went to Lame village in .Mga Tabs), to which tbe principal 
members of the Droll Jatha belong, apparently with tbe object of obtaining hdp 
of all sorts from the members ol the Droll Jatba. 

** Ahmed with Bbvolvbbs'' 

Lt. Col. Coldstream, Deputy CommissiOLer, Feroze.pore, states that be received 
reports from the Tahsildar of Moga, after the Jatba bad left itt last camp in 
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DWrtel, IhM the OrdI mn bed lalt «tth the UehMi J.the, e«d nm 
ol mm mm with atelfm U epia el the eteleiMet thet tb^. wew « 

«p ^th the eto;^ that it wu heM te dietiegewh them. thT/ iT?.,” 
wbamioi efideaoe to thov that they were really the leMlert of the ao»c aolrr 
yelliiv and dltoidefly majofitj ot tbe nob followinc; the Jetba UIttmete it 
Bargdrl in Faridkit territory, the lent baiting p\ec^ of tbe Jatha» the number uf 
tbe mob oveUed op to between B to 10,000. There it evidence to thow that at 
Bafgavi. a large nnobef of tbe men brlongtog to the Nabha State waited upon 
the Bhahidi Jatha to reavon with then, and to dieanade them from cominit 
in idoh large nnmbsn^ and in that millury formation. A member of the 
Faridkot Cmaoil and other witnemee atate that the mob, after they bad left Oargati, 
armed tbemielvee with taiioib (cndgeU) freehly lopped off from treee on their aide, 

PRCPAIATIOBB AT NABHA 


The Nabba State ofBciali were making nreparatione for tbe reeeption of the 
Jatha. Their arrangemettlH, ai is itated by Mr. J. Wilton Jobntton, were all for 
tbe convenient handling ot theta 600 men and tbetr Sawadart, wbioh were «x|ieot<i 
to bd not more than 200 to 300, by tplitiiog them into email parttee by the u»e 
of barbed wirea and barriera in order to facilitate their arreet. Kven In tpiie of the 
variona reporte which the Admintatrator reoeived from time to time that a mob of 
Akalii were flocking round tbe Jatha In largo nnmbert, he aenme to have never 
tbonght that alt thli matt ot noeontrolled individnalc would realty aeoompaoy tb<« 
Sbahidi Jatha A depatation of villagere of Ilaka Nabba at ab ive meniioniKl, reqaethd 
tbe Shahidi Jatha to tend away theae big crowdt, ami tpecially tbe ir ret pout ible 
Drolie whom they fcarei most, and alto that tbey were welcome to enter the 
Oordwara in batohea of 50 at a time, bot all ihia wae to no porpoee. There it 
evidence to ahow that the membera of tbe Depniatioc were not only ridiculed, hot 
w*ere treated with eonaiderable rudeneaa by the mob. 


Tuk Advance on Nabha 

On the morniog of tbe 21at, a mob of about ten iheuaand Akalli, ranging on 
a front halt a mile in length, started from Bargari. It may be noted that the 
mob waa met by the State offlolaia at the canal diatribotory wilbin the Nabha 
Territory and a notioe was real oot to them asking tliein not to prnoeed in auch 
large nnmbera, but that they should oome accordingly to the proclamation iaaoeil, 
that it. 50 at a time, on the condition that they would leave tho Nabha Territory 
alter the AkbaoJ rath bad b*en flnlahed, but they refuted to listen to them, and 
moved on. It may also be pointed oot here that up to Bargari, the Oranth Kahib 
(Sikh Soripture) was in front ol the procecaioo, but from Bargari onwards, it waw 
removed to the oentre, and the band, which bal accompanied them, wai diamiard. 
There ia evidence to ahow that this arrangement was delibiifaiely made to proti^ct a 
sacrilege in earn ol confliot, and the Druli Jatha took op the poaiiiou on tiieir 
fianka. At tin Adminlatrator never imagined that be would rver b^ in needed o*iiig 
troops In arreatiog the Jatba, be bad ooly aome villag'>ra, the I'olicc, and tfime men 
of the State Infantry wirb him. With the exception of 20 podee luun, who wm* 
armed with amootb-bored gooa, all th ; real bal dauda^. it was a little time before 
the Jatha came in sight that one ef the Htwars and Mr. L xat Ua‘, a meinlier ef 
the batidkot Cmncll. warned him of the aeri'mnneaa of the ailuation. He orderrd a 
platoon of tbe State Infantry to go and change their lathis for ritka. t'ol. .Vfutrhrad 
meanwhile arrived. 

IllLXTABY SUMMONKD 

The olonds of dost and tbe consequent enormity of the numh'^ra of the mob 
coming in advance ot the Jatha thoi greatly exetted in mood the rl>sordrrlj way in 
which tbey were advancing and tbe braodiahfng ol ail aorta of weapons with which tbey 
were armed made the Adminlatrator change his former arrangemeiita, and he iaaord 
orders to tbe vlUagera to withdraw from the ecenc. Ilealiaing the atri uaneia of I bo 
situation. Col. Moirhead also called in a squadron of Skinners H and statio&rd 
them on tbe left of the road from Bargari to .la»io to commaod a more central pcaition, 
wh le the fix Platoons of the Qorkbaa were called cluai-r in reaerve. The Shahidi Jatha 
was, at this time, totally acreeoed and hemmed in hy thia disorderly rabble, who 
•eemed to be prepared for an oniiaoght. 

At>lllKlf»TOATOU*a WaUNIKD 

The Akalt mob was at a distance cl about 2(^ yarde from tbe flrel banlef 
when Mr. J, Wilton lohnatos, along with some other State ofBclala, advanced to 
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meet them, ftod witfa oofeatretehed arm ahoateci at the top ot bia foioe oaklbg them 
to 'bait and to diapertot and repeatedly warned them of bia being obliged to open 
dre in coae they refnted to do ao. Bat they did not liaten to bim, and defied him 
by making a wild dlaplay of their fariooa weapona, and told bim that tbey hod 
come tbere to die, ao mnob ao that be bod to mn back to the barriera. Tbe mob 
followed bim reckleaaly^ and aeema to bare abaolntely forgotten the annotity of tbu 
propoaed non«aiolent object of tbe Shabidi Jatba. 

TntBi Rounim ov PitiiiG 

The leading men of tbe mob were at a diatanoe of eight to ten paeea from Mr. 
J, Wilaon Jobnaton when be iaaned ordera to tbe Police to fire three loosda. He 
eontfolled fire now in order to judge whether tbia firing waa joatified or not. 

IfoVs VJOLBNT IMTBMTIOKB 

We moat reiterate aome ot the eventa already mentioned. The Jatha, oa nioal, 
atarted on the inatrnctiona of the Shri Onrdwara Prabandak Committee, and had 
aworn to remain non-violent nnder the oircometanoea ot the graveat prove cation, 
bat tboir amalgamation with the violent Jatha, that ia the Dmli Jatha, etc., and the 
bnge cruwda arired with all aorta of weapons which they oonld eateh hold of waa 
certainly a breach of tbe precept. The lopping oft of TAMBaB from trrea on tbe way 
ia a proof of tbe mob’s preparation to nae force, in coae an attempt waa mode to 
atop them. Had tbe Jathadar of tbe Sbahidt Jatha tried in earnest to send off tbe 
gatboring crowd, be ooold do ao by vfgoronaly appealing to tbe mob and by 
exponnding tbe annotity of their mission. 

Non-Violence— A Subtebeugb 

Tbe way in which the Bhahidi .Utba men encouraged tbe Droli Jatha and others 
to acooropany them, accepted all offers of aweets from them, bad a common 
Langer at Tarntaran and Bargari, did not check them from lopping off cndgela 
from trivR on the way, allowed them to make all sorts of nolaea round the Qrantb 
Sahib and ehaiigod their way from HmaUar to Lande, is anfiiciently incriminating ; 
bnt, on the uthor hand, tbe repeated requests of the Shahidi Jathadar in a^king 
them to allow Itia Jatha to proceed on unattended to Jaito, and also hla statements 
that they bad taken the solemn vow of remaining non-violent, both in words and 
in action, makes ono believe that this waa merely a subterfuge, especially in view 
of bia action 1 have noted above, of calling on the Droli jatha to do their part 
when the mob was nearing Jaito. Thus, it is obviooa that the mob, aa a matter 
of fact, accompanied the Jatha with fta connivance, if not with its express consent, 
and BO tbe members ot the Kbabidi Jatha, by their unpardonable conduct, pot tbe 
Nabhii authorities in anoh an awkward position that they could not have saved tbe 
ultnatioo without tiring on the mob. 

The Beuaviob or the Mob. 

As already shown, they ridiculed and rndely tnated the PanchRyat, and kept 
on advancing towards Jaito. They did not care for anything and went on with all 
thetr characteristic rowdyism. They defiled the Administrator and the State Ofiioials, 
and even threatened him by closely following him at bis heels, and wielded their 
weapons In a way which clearly showed their intention of breaking through tbe 
barriers and making short work of all that fell in their way. The mob seemed to 
determined in tho course tliey had adopted. Aa is shown by their subsfquent 
oonduot, they went on oven when they were warned that they will be fired upon. 

Fixing an Absolute Nbcbssitv 

The Administrator, after doing all that he conld really do to peaci fully ward off 
the danger to the Ourdwara, the village, and tbe villagors of jaito, became help- 
less. The situation in which he was thua placed was aimply hopelesa, and the only 
enlotion to the impending danger was to disperse them by the nae of force. Tbe 
efforts of the officers of tbe Ferosepore District at TaUvandi Bhai to bring them to 
reason, of the Faridkot authorities in forbid<iiog their subjecta to join them, tbe 

waiting of the . Panchayata upon them, tbe offer ot tbe aotb»rities that they cc nld 

come to tbe Gnrdwora In batches of 60 at a time, and finally, the loud warnings 
of the Administrator, Mr. J. Wilson Jobnaton, are all sufficient proofs of the cool- 
headed way in which they were bandied, but they seemed to be bent upon what 
they did, and so it was, I believe, as an absolute neoesslty that tbe Administrator 
opened fire, and that none too soon. Even nfter thie short burst of fire, tbe mob 

ibowed no Signs of retiring, They swerved on to their right, and mode a dash- 
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FlSlSO BT ACALIBo 


^ flWM if evideace to show tbat llro-atiat «tro atio being need on tbo Aknli 
•lio. One laiaatii.1diBr a reiident of Dnbri Kbann. a tillage in tbe Nabba State 
amif^ a abet nadei bie left Ibigb. Oae bnllet i^ateed tbrongh the inrban of 
Hfim 0awa Siagb <Ko. Id). Aaotber pierced tbrongh a door of a eaule ihed 
Mooglag to a mUeat of Jaito. and leteral oibert whiaecd paet bv tarioim 
Bcttita Offleera and Sardar Bahadur Soadar Singh, Piealdent of tbe Farldkol Cooaail 
olo. Tbo Akali Sbabidl witneafea aleo tell na abonl the use of a D, K, gnn by 

aao Jigat Slag of tbe Droll Jatba Imamiiddin, Haanra Singh, Sardar Babadar. 

aad Sardar Inder Siogb, tbe aitaeaifa abote referred to, were bi^hind the firing 
fiarty. So, it ia highly improbable for ibeaa ahola to bate come from any other 
aido tbaa tbe Akalia. There ia no denying tbe fact that tbe Jatba waa aoermpanicd 
by a large mob under the Icadetahiap of tbe Droli Jatba. wboie ring-leadera were 
SaMfba Siagb and Onlla Singh, Badmaahea. Bnt tbe etidence gitea bafota me, that 
the namber of gnna with tbo Abaha tanged from A to 10 . or IT. doea not arcm 
to be eontlneing. For tbe pnrpcee of tbta enquiry, howeter, 1 think It ia not nrcet* 
eaiy for me to determine the esact number of the gnna the Akalia poiaeiaed or 
■fed. All that I bate got to determine ia whether they did nae any fire-nrma. 

Qiting tbonghtfnl conaideratic n to thit, 1 am of opinion that they bad a few 

gnna and they need them aright at tbe time. To the qneation who began tbo 
firing, 1 eonaider that wbieberer tarty began tbe firing doea not matter, in an 
aneh aa there la OTerwbelming eridence to tbow that tbe mrb waa prepared ii» 
aehiere ita end by all pocalble meane, and were to coaatitnted that a pindent man 
Oder the cirenmatancea bad no option but to open fire to repel tbeir meuacing 
adianea ia military formation. 


AN AUSOLUTSBY VlOblNT tioil 

Now, when tbe fikali meb became abiolutely violent, aa ia ihown by tbcii 
oondvet in openly etebanging ibota with tbe State Fereet, tbe aotberitiee were frro 
to deal with tbem in tbe way that moit befitted tbeir eotdnel. Had they diipertcd 
and retorted to tbeir ninal piacefnl way, tbe aothoritiee, who, aa baa been abown 
above, were ill-prepared for an ontJangbt. would have rertainly atopped firing, bnt 
the unfortnnate noob made a battle cl tbe whole ibow. They ahonted on to tbeir 
right in foil force in order to captore tbe Onrodaara Ttbbi Sabab by a general 
aaaanlr. Tbe Administrator, once more obferving the frantle rnab of tbe mob to I hr 
lift, ordered another three roonda li controlled lire. In tbe meantime. Major Hell' 
Kiogiley, finding that a maaa of Akalia waa trying to reach tbe TibbI Sabab from 
the aide where be bad taken op hit petition with a platoon of iha ltt*4tb Ootkbar, 
fired upon them. He atatea that bit men were alao evpotcd to a great danger, and 
acme of tbe bnlleta frem tbe Akali aide actnally fell nt a dialanca of a few pacia 
from him. 

A DSfiPfiBATS CBAIGB 

After tbif, tbe mob faltered for a few momenta bnt when they bad once gtno 
oat of control, there waa no receding bnck. They awept on fariooaly under ifae 
laadefffbip of Bncba Siagb, mounted on a white pony, with a drawn aword in bia 
band, and iaaning ordera in Englitb. This wna tbe meet deaperate charge which ihry 
made, bnt Ifajof Lonimer and bla ten diamonnted Bowara completely dbperaed fhem. 
After two abort bnrata of fire, tbe Akalia broke up finally, and bad to be poranrd 
for n diafaace by Col, Mnirbcnd to atop tbeir rejoining tbe party that bad naebid 
tbe Tibbi Sabab, No violence waa need In tbeir final diapcraal by tbe Sowara, and 
it wna aimply done to atimnlafe the fiyfng Akalia into fnttber ciforta to vanlab. 


USB OP LnasB FoBcn 

Tba anggeation that it wooUi have been much better bad tbe aotboritiee naed 
a ome otbet force, ray tbe nae of Jattda inatead of Hr log, la eoggeating aometbfng, 
wbicb in mjr opinion, could net meet tbe esigenelca of the time. The mt b was, 
na baa b«en already raid, aimed with all aorta of wcaponr, including ftrr-arma. Bow 
wit It pofalble to atop tbim by tbe we of a corretponding and raMier uwnitablo 
mm of a force like that cf tbe lathiaf It would bare been atill wolia» and ilQl 
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kbit 14 jiliidii ir^is foiad ibit dead aid 84 wonaded aii the iilidai it tiii 
lift* mil oi irbon 8 dM^ the total nrabar ol iinatUea tbaa eiaiatt 
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m Polloe oa tlm 8fd day. Keepiag fa fiew tbe oomparatifelj fmall aamm if 
aaaaaltim oat of toob a boge etowd, f bellete that tbe faeea iaed trai Ibi 
mfafmam, aad tba dtlag wai coaefdarate. Tbie ofew «• etiengtbeaed bj tbe fiet 
lliat fbe party la ^rge of tbe Oraath Babab «ae detibsiatelj left to pfoeettt 
aabaraned to tbe Tibbf tefaab. Uad the State toreee directed ttwir gaae to ibo 
ladaaqaia coatalafag the Oraaib 8abab» 1 think it bigblj improbable that it eoald 
bare reached the TibbI Babab aamoleited. This aadoabMIy ebowa that tbe State 
cflioiali bad no lateatioa to lire upon tbe Bbabldi Jalha, it they did aot mort te 
aay efoleaoe. Tbe Bhabtdl Jatba loet a lew of iti memberi only oa aooooat of Ite 
beiDg tboroogbly hemmed ia and toreened by tba etampedtag mob, who were trytag 
to capture tbe Qardwara by a geaeral awaalt. 


T&ggTMiNT or arouaDBD 

Tbe evideace of all tbe witnemee, from the Admiaatrator dowawarde, faoladfag 
the a kali Jaiha men. aod tbe medical atteadaati oa both aidae ebowa that altar 
tba Bring bad oeaicd, all tbe wonnded were all eoatoyed to the camp alter Brat 
aid bad been rendered to them. Tbe rtatement ol 6iib*Aialitant Burgeon Sebar Biagb« 
who bad eeeoaipanied tbe Jatba, tbrowa anffleient light npon the good iritatawat 
ibo wonnded were meted by tbe antboritiee. He alio telle ne that ha waa provided 
with all the neoeaeaiy dreetlng matettaU by tbe State antboritiee, nad that ba waa 
in no way deterred irom rendering medleal aid to hie men, nor ha or any ol their 
medical etall waa beaten or itl*trcaied. 


ABBiMT Of SnaHiDi Jatba 

Tbo anlboritlci then armted ibe Bbabldi Jaiba on tba akirta of the Baouad na 
which ibe Tibbi Babab atanda, bok they did not toneh thoae who were in immedtate 
charge of the palanqnla of the Bowarf ^bab» and reqneited the party to convey 

the Qranth Babab either to tbe village Dbarameala or to tbe Gnrdwara to cave it 

from tbe diigraco of ita being placed un nnolcaa ground. The party refoaed alt 
terma, bat they volontarlly withdrew at abont lOp. ii.. when aome of Ibe aelected 
Bikba ol ibe Biate took tbe Qranth Babab to the tillage Dharamiala with doe 
reapeot and ceremony. 

COKCLOSION 

To anm op, It ia abundantly clear that tbe mob and tbe Bbabidi Jatbn defied 

alt the efforta on the part ol the people and tbe antboritlea of the Habba Slate 

to leaaon with them, and cbofe an onreasonabte oonrse ; that tbe mob waa In an 
etettrd mood, and armed with all aorta of weaponi, incloding Bre-arma, and prepared 
to aeo tbrongb the game ; and that they all knew what tbe game waa, and even 
went to the extent of Inaolting ahd aasanlting tbe Administrator, and altar 
brandiihing tbe weapon#, they actually need tbe Bre>arma. It wat bat natural, 
and ibe only conrae left to the Adminielrator waa to order firing, which waa 
dono not too aoon. Tbe faiair nnmbcr of the cainaUiee in aneb a big mob ahowa 
that tbe tiring waa controlled, and did not exceed tbe exigenciea of the moment. 
The wonnded WH7re attended to at onoe, and bat for the complicity of tbe Droll 
Jatba tbe nofortntate evente conld not have happened. 
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ilM •CcialffpartwM |wbU»li«e th« SkteMBi Guiemm PrabuKllMk 
■ .(| C.B ay |j> » n«M «Mir titm tcpsit m ib« J»ba bmhmw. UMing ih* itcaai 
•ii|(|l|i||h«l fad up l« Um fonuiioBai ib* Shaltdi Jatba. Tbn Myat— 

< 'Aket tbe Gata-li*>Bagh afiair the atmoapbera wat cooling dowa and 
then ins a goml ptoapect of peace between tbe Govoinment and SIktia. 
Snt tbe Qovenment again plnnged the S.kh Commnaity into atuimoii 
of agitation by deposing the Uaharaja of Nabba in July 1923 on account 
of bis synpatfay with the Gurdwara moveipent. 


JAItdRBfOltT 

Non-official Sikh 




The Goverament began to inppreas all expressions of sympathy even 
by tbe snbjects of the exiled Maharaja. When arrests were made is a 
diwas held at Jaito is the Mabha State, tbe Sikhs assembled sat doiss to 
do nothiog^ else but to recite Holy Grasth sight and day and pray for 
tltf Maharaja. But this also they were not allowed to do. The place of 
Aeeting and the Gnrdwara were bath blockaded and no food or water 
waa allowed to go in. The Sbiks began to starve and as they were obliged 
to ease themselves close to where they sat, insanitary conditions began to 
prevail and many fell sick. In this condition when tbe Akband Path, 
or tbe continuous reading of the Holy Grantb, became impossible outside 
the Gnrdwara, they asked the Sikhs in tbe Gurdwara so start the Akband 
Path inside and they themselves contended themselves with the ordinary 
reading of the Holy Grant h. This was on the 14th September 1923. The 
officials who were determined not to ailow even holy reading and praying 
for the Maharaja came with a military foice and arrested the whole con* 
gregaticn assembled round tbe Holy Grant h outside tbe Gurdwara. Then 
die aimed soldieis in uniform were taken inro the Gurdwara itself, where 
the Sikhs sat listening to the Akband Path. Tbe whole congregation, 
induding the reciters and the attendants, was arrested and what was an 
noprecedented sacrilege, the Granihi actually feciting at the moment was 
cangbt hold of by his arms and dragged away and arrested. This inter- 
ference with the sacred reading was a grave desecration according to Sikh 
rdigioD. 

The newrs of this desecration spread like wild lire, and the very next 
morning a party of Sikhs gathered from the neghbourbood to go and 
rcstatt the Akband Path. Ibe prohibition sgaiosC freely visiting the 
Gurdwara had been enforced, according to official admission, from 31st 
August. 1923. but from 14th September, the day of the desecration, it 
was made absolutely rigid. Sikh pilgrims from all quarters began to pour 
in to assert their reiigious tight of freely visiting the Gurdwara and per- 
forming the Akband Path and other acts of worship. 


From 15th September 1923, Akili Jatbas of 25 each have daily 
marched on foot to Jaito, after taking a pledge of non-violence in thought 
and deed before Sri AkaJi Takhat at Amritsar. The aim of those Jathas 
is: (s) to resome the interrupted Akband Path at the Gangssr ieinple. (b) 
tosufier all hardships and tortures indicted on them by the proud officials 
in a meek and homble spirit for the rake of establishing the Sikh bit tb- 
fightoi free congregation and free worship in all Sikb temples. But tbe 
callous antborities arrested and removed these Jathas to dtsiiot platres 
where they were set free. Once free, the hercic Jatbas travelled back 
to Mukatsar to court arrest a second time. The Sikhs have been prevented 
fmili visiting and praying at tbe Gurdwara of Gangsar for the last five 
months and about 5.0C0 Sikbs have suffered untold hardships at the bands 
of the authorities for removing this unreasonable ban on their religious 
ireedom. I he hunger of tbe Sikb heart for sacr ficc in tbe cause of religion 
Ims become proverbial. 
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Aelr «ui that aaottter baidi ol so woold beadmit^ 

%&4t b»i^ hid clMie^ out But who hui giv«n the AdaUii^tor 
Ifc nomber ol worahippen at a Sikb Tempio 

JS?“ temple io reitgiou* wonhip ai Ions aa 

? Why tbould the Administretor ol Nabht arrogate to hiiuteU 
thief^tiiMi ol a rdigioai dictator of the Sikhs? The Jatha took this 
at an oateasosable aad uoaoth Prised limitatioa on their religioui liberty 
and reftised to bargain for the Gsi-glven right of entering a Sikh temp'e 
lor worship. * 

March to Jaito. 



the Jatha and the Sangat now approached the city of Jaitvo, The 
State anthoritiet bad very cunningly narrowed the passage leading to 
the Gangsar Gnrdwara and the fort by birbcd wire barrier on one side 
and a long lOw of about two hundred chained bullock carts llllecl with 
* thorny bushes and masses of barbed wire on the otherside. Near the end 
of this passage, in the immediate vicinity of the Guardwara of Gangsar. 
and behind aome buildings, tiiey had erected a special birbcd wire enclosure 
to serve as a trap for the ShahidI Jatha. The authorities could easily 
separate the Jatha from the Sangat by allowing the Jatha to pass through 
the narrow passage and preventing the Sangat from lollowing. 'rhi:? 
Jaiba could t^en be driven into the barbed wire enclosure, (which by its 
peculiar position is concealed from the public gage) and be beaten or 
arrested in the privacy of this trap. On the top of the bullock-carts 
and behind them men from villages armed with heavy sticks* were 
stationed in a triple row to prevent the Jatha from breaking tbrotigb 
the line. The State ollicials had recruited a large number of these men 
turn the sutrounding villages— one from each family» on the threat of 
confiscating the property and turning out any family which did not 
send its representative, or whose representative did not beat the Akalis 
severely. The men were drunk and had been prepared for ibetr brutal 
work. Amongst them were a number of Mobammaden PA/licemen from 
Jbelum and Attock Districts, who had to their credit a brilliant record 
of similar seivices rendered in connection with the Guru*ka*Bagh affair. 

But from the sandy mound where the telephone f>ole waa 
erected the Jatha and the Sangat moved to the right in the direction 
of Gttfdwara Tibbi Sahib which was about four furlongs away. Half of 
the Jatha was in the front in rows of lour. Guru Granth in the middle 
and the d^er half bringing up the rear. The Sikh Sangat walkctd on 
both flankSi keeping well behind the palanquin of Guru Granth out of 
revef^ce. The official statement that * the Jatha advanced screened by 
a body ol 6.000 Akalis armed with ebbavis, spears and fire arms, and 
moved on a broad front" is absolutely false. A platoon of Nabbn 
iniaiitry bad dug trenebes and taken op its position on and near the 
sacred eminence of Tibbi. Beyond Tibbi Sahib tbetv.^ was the camp of 
the Faridkot Sappers and Miners with the camp of Col. Mmchin in 
the middle, and in front of this camp were stationed two detacbmeott 
of cavalry* Idwis Gons were fixed at vaiions places. 


OROXR to DfSPIRSB 


The Administrator with some officials accosted the Jatha and asked 
tlaem to disperse. He declared that he would order firing in case they 
did not comply. The Jatha had taken the pledge of vim ting their sacre i 
and recognised no temporal authority tn matters of rctigim. 

As the Jatha advanced in thedirection of Tibbi Sah b, they we^e follow^ 

by a big sangat among whom were many ladies who weie oistribuimg Ibwv 

a^ diink ld^^ sangat. The SIkbs were in a very calm and devoBonah 



inW ..'■iikit'iFFAiRS' ■ 

^ fite arms/ Tll«rewi| w^fi 

tlM» Sikiiir ti ii ntaalio pr^eeMioDa tcniie eracto^^ arm oeotirtinial^ 
fat ofl; l^e aSaga^im '‘that the AdmiD*itrator was botiy pimsd 1^ 
aome Akalii, who bred bullets 4m bim. aod that a oameless Nam 
Villager rcceivid a wonod from a gun bred by ibe Akalis, and tbat tba 
AkalU increased tbeir bre and delivered a determined attack led 1^ 
a mounted Akali’' are absolutdy groondlefs. Ibese mtndacieiiB state* 
meots attempt to give tbe doga bad name in order to bang it« and ate 
meant for home consumption in England, and are also designed to 
capture the easy credulity of those *'peacelur’ and **lan-abiding** fmple 
whose aubmisMve support is a valnable asset and consolation Ifi times 
of trouble. It is not strange that with all the Cbbavis^ latbiSi bre 
arms and spears which the A kalis are said to have carried* with their 
hot pursuit of the Administrator of Nabha. and with their increased 
bre and a determined attack led by a mounted Aksli there hss been 
no casnaUty on the official side except one by a solitary bullet which ^ 
is said to have caused a wound to a nmeless Nsbba villager. Ibe 
result of the so-called '^determined attack/ and ^'increased bring** becomes 
all the more ridiculous when we remember that many of the Sikhs 
who were bred upon were retired soldiers and military cfficets. 

But the Jatha had taken a pledge of non violence before their 
holiest shrine. The non-violence of Sikh Jaibas has been repeatedly 
tried by many ingenious troubles in Gura-ka*Bsgh and other places. 
The Sikhs have shown wonderful forbearance and restriant under condi- 
tions most trying and provoking and not a single Sikh has ever betrayed 
the cause of his community by showing the slightest tendency towards 
violence. 

From the preparations made* it is quite clear that the Adminis- 
trator had made up his mind to beat and shoot down the Sikh Sanggt 
long before the Silcbs entered his teirltory and be gave his signal by 
waving a small bag without the stightest provocation or cause of alarm 
from the Sikhs. 

A SCBMX or COURAGX. 

Then followed a scene unique in the history of the world for the 
calm testraint* cool courage, and remarkable capacity (or sufiering in 
a righteous cause displayed by Sikh victims of official fury. The 
big procession of Sikh devotees including womep and old men sang 
hymns oi glory, and marched on wi.h uplifted bands towards their 
temple under a shower of bullets. Many oi their comrades dropped 
dead or seriously wounded. But not a single person wavered. Lifting 
the dead or the wounded they made straight for th^ sacred mound 
of Tlbbi Sahib, and ctme so close to the position taken up by the 

Mabha infantry, who were bring, that the iniantiy were compelled 

to break up. But bullets poured upon them from other directions 
and many cy*^ witnesics report that Lewis Guns were also ffied. '0 
bullet attuck a baby carried in the arms of its mother and the mw 
^ing expired. The Sikh lady stepped acide* put the iitile thing ggRy 
on the ground, rejoined the Jat&» and moved on with the iSlHau 
Another Sikh bad his bowds^ thrown out by a bullet thaljRtock 
him in tbe belly. He was l^d muttering thanks with J%is last 
breath, ** Glory to the Guru* M^hi-guru. The great Guru hitr accepted 
ibis impure body of mice fpr^ rervicc of His Faith!'* The SlAa 

took great care to keep tbe palanquin of the Holy Grantb in the 

middle. Under the drcnniiiiifBhea the ahtborities could hardly show any 
tendeineta for the sanctity, M Guru Gran th. The firing ceased alt^ 
lour or five minutes. Tig Saugst entered the enclosure of Tibbi Sahib 



to tbe ndglAMiiog fieUli to btia« tba dead or« 
ttu> *** too Ontdtmra. Sraae ladiaa begu to aone tholr 

wOBOpil fantoom. Tbe SiklM auooeeded ia removing only « lew oi 
or wounded brethren, for they were eaaQ checked by the 
anetched mwny tbe bodies iiom their hands. Many ol 
the trohnded died for lack ol attendance and water. 

The Stidia paid Jbeir homage at the sacred ahrine oi Tibbi Sahib 
with their precious lifeblood, under a shower of bullets which left tbe 
adghboonng fields densely littered with tbe dead or wounded Shahids*-- 
martyrs. Once more the aikh spirit aoar^ed high above the shackles ol 
political bondage* and the disciplea msrcbed to the stieet ol their 
beiovedi carrying the supreme offering o( their Uie on the palms ol 
their hands. 

Alter depositing the dead and the wounded at the Gurdwara Che 
Shabidi Jat^ rounded the eminence ol Tibbi Sahib and marched in 
the direction of Gaogsar, but their progress was checked by a detach- 
ment of cavalry which blocked the way. A squadron oi Cavalry 
rushed on the Sangat congregated about libbi Sahib and the sowers 
chased Sikh parties for miles acatteriag them in all directions. TIuh 
relentless hunt ol old men, children and women must b.'ive resulted in 
heavy casualties and many must have been trampled under tbe horse's 
hoofs. Tbe Shabidi Jatba was next surrounded by tbe Cavaby, and a 
strong party oi Chhahhi Policemen and country recruits excited by 
drinks started the beating ol Sikhs Every Sikh was surrouod^l by a 
group of 5 or 6 desparadocs who encouraged by the State Officials plied 
their sticks freely, beating the heroes of the Shabidi Jatba to sentelesioess. 
and tying them into tight bundles with strong ropes, huddled them into 
bullock carts to be transported to the barbed wire tnclosure. From the 
enclosure they were subsequently lomoved into tbe Fort. 

Thw Delhi communique assures that great care was taken not to 
interfere with the Graoth Sahib which was deposited with due respect 
in the Dbaramsala. The communique does not enlighten us as to the 
persons who carried tbe Holy Graoth, to the name of Dbarmtala where 
It was deposited, and the circumstances under which this was done, whether 
It was done before or mftei the firing. The fact is that while the Shabidi 
jatha was being mercilessly beaten. Mi. Ogilive aski^d some members ol the 
jatha to carry the Holy Graoth to some place under his direct kms. but 
they refused to carry the Graoth Sahib to any other place but Gangsar 
temple. At this he ordered some of his own mm to remove the Gran th 


Sahib to some unknown place. _ . t i 

The lew Sikhs who were lingeriug in the vicinity ol T bbi Shaba b 
and some ladies, so or 30 in number, who weie teudmg the wounded, wi^ro 
outrageously beaten and arrested. A lady who was serving the wounrletl 
Sikhi was abused by the soldiers and ordered to K^aVw* the |llac<^ 
refusal, she was rudely pushed down Irom the mound ol 1 ibbi haliib to a 
place 20 feet below. The wounded wire left to their late and 
aled for lack of woter or proper medicl aid. The 
io ckarge ol toe Jatha were ar.Mtcd. Proviwoo*. bed*, and medicme. 
belODgtog to ihe Jatha were forciWy seized. 


VISITORS TURMBO RACK 

And ia order lo be free to give any version 
aotheritles took great precaution to ***« sCaod 

reports to the press. Principal Cidwani. Ur. K tc * 

to ** New Vctk Timcs *, were stopped at the boundary*. 

dilate "li fir^. Dr. Kitchlew and Principal Gidwanl 



♦ 

in{p) SiKH AffiTAIRS 

«lkl‘were arfestisd. Ketpeetibie mtlemeo, mcmberi ol ikt LefteF^thrs^ 
Aiiettibly» Baisada Hast Ba}, Ur. ttaomoldMUD Clietty. mmhm 
ci tba Lfglftlativa Council nice Saidar Tara Siogb Vakil ol Mogig» and 
JaxDcdar Fartap Singh were detained at the Railway Station under a dpip 
coatody* A photcgrai^r waa aeverely lathed by a European Officer who 
ordered aome aoldlera to turn him out oi the Sta^e territory. The 
photographer reporta that the same officer merciletaly whipped Sikb 
lady who did not get up from behind a bush at hit order. 

Thcae precautiona dearly prove that the authorities had much to conceal 
and after providing againat all danger of contradiction from reliable peraona. 
they have now leaned a atatemeot that the Akalia resorted to violence 
and had fired sbota before the anthorities opened fire. This is absoJntely 
false and if a non*offieial enquiry is conducted many respectable witnesses 
will be forthcoming to expose this statement. 

MxnicaL Aid 

The State authorities neither allowed fbc bikha to attend and give 
medical aid to tlie wounded, nor ofieicd any aisistance tbtmicives beSore 
full 24 hours alter the shooting, with the rcsti t that many predoua lives 
were lost for lack of timely help and attendance The wounded SIkba tbirsted 
for water which was brought frem long distances. The medical party 
in charge of the Jatha was arrested and medicine and their necessary 
mateiials belonging to the Jatha were forcibly seised. In older to give 
to the beating the appearance of a ** civil fracas ** between the Sikhs 
and tho State popolatico, men Iron the villages had been recruited by 
bribery and threats, and were earefoliy drilled In the use of iathis and were 
excited with wine* Ibe SbiremonI Gnrdwara Psrhandbak Committee 
esDinates the number of casualties, so ht ascertained at more than 300. the 
number of dead being above 9^* f he three doctors from Amritsar report that 
they saw 45 wounded at Jaito. 22 were sent to Ferozepur in their 

g resence. Iwrnty two dead were cremated near the fert with 8 tins of 
Arcsine oil. But they say that they were admitted to one of the camps only. 
Eleven wounded have since resched Amritsar. It was later on reported 
Shat the number of the wounded removed to Ferotepur bae risen to 38. 
Out of these. 13 have been sent to Ibe Indian Hospital. Ferozepur Cantt. 
From the bodies of these 13 Skbs 16 bullets have been extracted. 
01 these five are said to be Lewis Gun bullets and ibe remaining 11 
of orffinaty military riflee. One of tbe wounded Sikba dud on the way 
from Jaito to l^crosepore and another. Bhei Banta Singh* died 
while he was under operation at Ferozepore. Bbai Soban Singh of the 
Shabidi Jatha had received a bullet in his chest and has since died at 
Ferosepore. The anthoritice have tried their best to keep the scene of 
tragedy and in fact the Nabha teriitory quite inaccessible, and therefora 
the exact number have not been aecertnined so far. The above is m 
estimate. Out of the total casnaltiee a considerable number belooge tfi 
^abidi Jatba. it is believed by mmo that a large number of dead b|^||l 
baa been removed by train and lome have been buried. Further isfiHi 
show that tbo Government dug deep pits covered with straws aoBairth 
all round Ibe Gnrdwara of TibbI Sahab ard many people received egfions 
iniuries by falling into these piti. They bed alio dug a trenen near 
the ciitvaace^of Gnrdwara Gangesr and bad treacberonsly filled it with 
water and covered it up wUb stiawe and had stationed Ifaddne Gone 
• and soldiers in the Gnrdwara ItseH. Bore than 700 people are nndet 
arrest at Jaito. The members of the Shabidi Jatba in the fort am 
given blankets in,| the day but these are taken away in the 
They arc being snl^ected to ai sorts of hardships. 






THE JAir6 REPORT 

WAilTSb AN lK1*4RttAL ColtICtTTSC OF BNQUttV 

^ State aotlioritics have not ofily violated tbe eanctlty ol Card- 
wiuBA^ CUngwr but have also oted the eacrcd mound ol libbi lor military 
•iMf ^tiM Mrposes* have arrested Sikh ladies tending the wounded 
fma within the precmts ol the Temple and have thus committed another 
aicrilege ol the darkest character. 

The Sikh community is prepared to have the truth sifted by an 
independent enquiry and challenges the Government of India to sub* 
staotiate the truth ol its allegations, not through the farce of a magis* 
terial enquiry but by a committee ol persons on whom the public may 
fely for truth and impartiality. The moral sigoificaoce ol the Jaito 
massacre is great because the prepetrator ol the tragedy was not an 
irresponsible Mahant employing badmashes but a civilised power with 
high professions and well-informed about the objects and methods of 
its victims. The sacrifice if precioos to the Sikh as the suEering Jatha 
was not caught unawares but from the very beginning ol its march 
knew that the supreme sacrifice might be required of it and knowing 
this vdnntarily and cheerfully went to meet that fate rather than 
surrender its dear religious right of freely visiting and worshipping ta 
its beloved Guru's Gurdwara. 


Trs Sbcond Jatha 

The Second Sliahicii Jatha has started for Jaito on 28th February 
and will probably meet the same late. Over 40 thousand people 
assembled to bid farewell to the Jatha. The river of Sikh religious senti* 
fuent is in floods and Sikhs from all classes and professions have 
displayed an eager rivalry for enlistment in the second Sbahidi Jatha. 

Plsa for Enquiuy 

All God-fearing and honett men* Hindus. Muhammadans or Europe- 
MS, who can sympathise with men who are sacrificing their lives lor 
«a idea, are requested to organise a commission of respectable men of 
independent posirions and aiembers ol the Legislatures, for the purpose 
of nearching the members of the Jatha or the Sikh Ssngat entering the 
Nnhha SUSe terriiory and ioning a general certificate lor the informa- 
tion of the public and the Government that the Sikhs carry no fire arms, 
chhawis, spears or lathis. Kicpan being the rell|^oos symbol of 
Stkiie most be regarded as an exception. These gentlemen should alsd 
obtain specisl permiesioo frooi the Government ol India to be present 
at ttm scene of ncuon in order to form an anprejndieod opinion about 
the aondnet ol the Sikhs and the State Officials on the occasion ol 
the riait of the Jatha ami w.Uch whether the bullets are fired from 
the imsginary fire-arms carried by the Sikhs or by the State troops 
and machine gnns carefully arranged fer the purpose by the State 
anthorfties. Falsehood can never stand before the searchlight of public 
enquiry. Queatioos reUting to the massacre of the first Smhidi Jatha 
at Jaito have been disallowed io the L^islative Assembly and the Legista- 
riva^ Couadt Punjab, on the plea that no question relating to the 
^minfatrativa policy of Native States can be discussed In these bodies. 

H »t not a fact that since the forced abdication of the Mabarsja, the 
l^fahha State is heffig ruled by a Civil Service Officer appointad by th« 
^avaenmeat of India and that the Govammaot of India and th# 
Pnajab Govammant have both issued communiques la suppcit of the 
^tica of the Administrator of Nabha and that District Omcars in the 
PoQjib are carrying on a pcopapanda io support ol the policy of 
iftprearion at Nabha ? When the Government has taken over 
idmlnlihtatioQ of the Nabha State and hat openly ideotifted Itiilf sirttb 



^ poiicg^ ntilitet^ cftfiM oa by tb« Adoii^timior, 

|MmeiMW; tt^ the letter of the law aad refoeal to tfljieaii 

lb# J^to (|fiair in iho Poa|ab anO Id the ladUn Legislative Council li bigliif 
wttfiir and nnreaeonable. u it becauee the Gov«rameot doee not imV 
to lace the verdict of the choe^ repreaeuutivef of the people? 


Dr. Khchkvva Statement 4 

The following Statement was issued by Dr. Kitchlew as aoon 
at he came out of the Nabha Jail on the 2 let March last 

** On (he tnoriiiiig of the 2Clb Mr. Gidwani) Mr. Zimaid and myseil 
started from Faiidkot State. On our way our c.ir was stopped in a few 
vidHgei because Mr. Zimaiid wanted to see if the viliagcis were interested 
in Khadi. In the ovoniug after smisot we reached the Akali carap. We 
passed the night in tents and then on the morning ot the 2 1 st we went to 
see the village. We saw some Policemen of the Faridkot State and > 
there were also some oilicors iiosted near the Akali camp. We walked^;;^^ 
about a mile and got inU) the camp to have ourselves absolutely satisfied 
that the Jatha and the iSaii:;at had no tircaims or chhavis, except 
Kirpans> or any other it.stiumonts. After motoiing about two miles we 

stopped agaip on the way Iiecause Mr. Zimar;d Mantcd to see the 

Jatha march aloiig. When the Jatha got near us wo got into the car 
again and drove straight away into the Nabha frontier. On our way 
we saw crowds of men and women waiting lor the datha with sweet" 
meaty milk> etc. 

At the Nabha frontier there was a |)olico oflicer atid a magistrate 
along with him and one or two sowars. The police officer asked us 
to stop our car which we did and brought us a paper. It was an 
Older from the Administrator addressed to the Jatha. So wo told tim 
offioem about it and he had to admit there was no order stopping 

us* At the some time he made a peisoual request to us to stay till ha 

oommunicatod with the administrator and got definite oiders. Merely to 
oblige him we stopped there. 

After about half an hour or to the Jatha oame up^ and passed 
oil to Nabha. They were shown the orders but^they did not taka 
any notice of it. Even at this time we did not see any firsamiB witt 
the mem the Jatha or other peo]^ in the crowd. Some of the outr 
sidais wried sticksi gome of wbieh were lopped off the trees. Juit 
before the Joths entered Nabha we saw the Jathedar addreaiiiig aufr 
sidM wlm Wfwe along with the Jatha. On ebqmiy we were told 0s|; 
the Jilhaibr was giving his final instructions to the otowd to keep noii^ 
violent mi to keep behii d, if they wanted to oome at all. - / 

After the Jatha passed the Nabha fmutier we found ih4 Wr 
magistiilei potieemen ard avaiy one quitted hk post and wW ^ iWh 
Imow what to do. After waiting for sdwie time» we sent a jofeyt gate 
to the Administvstor tdSiw him thit we were stsying- diera bn Wo 
request made by the e^oer. We winted to know 
definite oidenn Wa laiA that note ^ who wip: 

to Jelto. ■■ ■; 





I" STATEMENT 

|i^ •« ■Ktn© we h^rd the firing, h wvh cartunly m-iie Umi 

OHM it. might have been three tamos. I am ih>*. sure as ta> how lou^ 

the Mdng went on. .But it was certaiiily mote thio !ivt> miuu^-oj^ 
Aftm* this we thought of entering Nabhi territory hut the driver of 
our oer was missing. . A few minutes afterwanh we saw » ru^hiu* 
haelc and we got srune iiiformtition about wirvt actually hutpuril 
Our driver also came luick and we got into car and drov » at 
once to Jaito. Zimaiid was left bohind as h> hai tj» oa.‘h tniu ,v 

seven to keop an appointment at Peshawar and b3S!de5 In did ju>t want 

as a foreiinor to get/ himself entiugied. 

On our way to Jaito we saw some wound ul who had reo.'’iv»>d 
shots. Wo also saw some men more or* l3>3 in a <lying conditio:!. 
Then wo got into an op3n pUve wbsr^ tin *3 was military .^tViou'^d 
and also 8o:n) polio3 o'li jei-s. Wv> mst on^ of th ' mrliiMl .V'udn'x 
sent by th) 8. G. P. C. wdui wa< corn;>l:iijiin; t!iit no a^MM:»^cll^rlts 
were mad3 to rendar immediate medicil a^U'itinoo. 

At that place the police otliocr a^k^d ns to .sti>p tmr o.ar and 
told Mr. Gidwatii tint h.' should considw hiin.!i>‘!f undn arrest and 
that hU old sonterico was renewed. His tliin::s u\?ie lak !ii down a id 
Mr. Gidwaui too got down. As for mysjlf t'n .\d ni \v(»n I 

like to see m? at the fort but there wai no oider arrests at <lic 
time. Since I was going to the fort and on enquiry I was told that 
Gidwaui would also have to go to the foit, 1 asked Mr. GtfKvani \o be 
aiiowed to go with mo. This was iloiie and we \\\;re taken into the 
fort which was guarded and sent into the rooin We s.vwju^t outside 

our room in the compound there was sonn* sort of wiring put up in 
the form of an enclosure and after wattls we saw that the arreslcfl 
people were brought in there. We also saw sour: Jatba people being 
dragged and after regular search being pushed into the iMielosnre. 

Starved in Gaol. 

The Administrator came to us long after sunset. He lookfsi very 
much upset and told us that he had all possible urrangcmcritH 

for the arrest of the Jatha people but that our presence there had 
upset all hts plans and ho had to resort to tiring, llo tmed thre.itt3n" 
ing language to Mr. Gidwaui and the latter iiatnrally ivsentcd it. 'Fhe 
Administrator then at oiioe cooled down* About me, the Administrator 
said that I should consider myself ttmier arrest. He also sairl th.it Mr. 
Zmuirid had apedogisad. I asked about the car and my things. We 
were told that die car had gone back to Amritsar. The Administmtor 
told tis thsA be was going to make arraiigcroeiite for uur ^ foijrd. Fc^ 

. was ordered from the Bazar. We spent the iji,^ht tliere. Next titonnng 
no food was given to us in spite of our repoatodiy aeking for it and 
the whole day we had to go without any food* Ihis was on the 22iid. 

On the 23iid moniing I also noting something else. I was just^ 

Imviog a walk on the venmdah and at one corner of tlio coiittayard 
1 saw a number of bollock caita in which there weio dead bodies ^ 
the Akalis iodudlhg Jatha people. The ouipaes weio huddled over 

tmoth^ in the moat outrageems maimen I vouid stiU see all the Uoed 

»Mrka pu tikdr bodies* 1 also saw some wounded being vemov^ 



Oidwani and K HandeuffcA 

The Admimstmtor oame again with two other EngliehmeDi one 
a Military olBoer, we were told that we are to be remored from, 
Jaitb to Nalba that night. At about nine p. in. we were both 
handcuffed together. Ihere waa a rope tied on to the handoaffa and 
the policeman liehind holding the end of the rope. Thia Mr. Gidwa&i 
remarked waa real Eindu-Mualim unity. Ihere were also some otW 
Ahah* piiaonera and we were made to walk up to the Bailway station 
in that condition. We got "into the priaoiiera' van. I had just the olothea 
J was wearing and a borrowed blanket fiom Mr. Oidwani. We were 
handcuffed even in the van. 

At Bbatinda junction the A kalis were shouting Jais.. t:ome people 
on hearing « the shouts came to the carriage. Ihey were kept at a 
i^Bpectable distance by the police. But any how we came to know that 
the people who were coming from the outside were not allowed to enter 
Nabba territory. At daito 1 tried my best to get more infoimatioo 
from the Police officers. 1 asked them pailicularly if any one of them 
bad vereived any won Tide. They admitted no. 

Ill Bbatinda Jail. 

After Bbatinda our handcuffs were removed and we were able to 
lie down just after 2 o'clock, in the morning we got down at Nabha. 
We wore again handcuffed and ordered to march to the police lock up. 
There was no aiTaiigen.cnt for cots and other things. 

On 23id morning 1 was offered Jail food. It was so olriectiouable 
ai.d the vessel in which it was brought was so revolting that I refused 
to accept it, fc'o, on the 23id we hscl to go without foed. On the 24th 
1 was told 1 could have my own food. No arrangements were made 
for my baths and the latrine was unspeakably dirty. 1 was still 
weuring the same clothes. 1 ordered some new clothes* On the 26th 
1 was renoved to the Central Jail. In the Central Jail I was locked 
in a cell meant for solitary prisoners. Ihere waa a little w)urt yard 
b l^oca long and 5 imces broad ; in the one corner there was the latrine. 
The only door was looked and no one was allowed to enter. Only the 
jailor used to loiiie daily. 1 was given a cot and a few blankets. 1 
had to buy some plates. No writing materuds were allowed. I could 
get a few icligious lM>okb. The cell was full of mos(ruitoes. 1 could 
not see Mr. Gidwaiii at all but I came to know that he was treated 
stiictly as an oidinary prisoner. 

The Becond Kemand. 

On the 9tb of March the Magistrate came to see me and 1 was^ 
shown a document whihh contained the se^^ions under which they wanted 
to take action against me. They were asking for a second remand. 
'U'heit asked as to when the ten and was taken, be smiled. 
Obviously they had no evidence, t wanted to get a copy which was 
piomised but never came. 

My wife caire to see me buce. ^he told me that it was after 
gieat trouble that she got a obanoe. On tbe 2]Bt. Uwas released aiid. 
was told rot to enter Nabba |emtoiy agarii. I was taken to the Bailway 
station but was not alkwed io send even a telegram."' a 
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On Januai7 80th the Second Assembly nndor the Keforin Act met 
for the swearing in of members. The public galleries wtu-c ^uite full 
for the formal opening day when the only business to )>e done was 
the administration of the oath. The Swara^jists appearetl in Klniddar in 
contrast to the black morning coats in which the rest of the House 
was clad but those dressed entirely in white were few, Meinl»ers began 
to arrive at half past ten. Pandit Motila) Xeinu arriviKl in sorupuJousIy 
clear Khaddar dress with Gandhi'cap on followed l)y about ten members 
of the Swarid Yarty mostly lielonging to the Tiiited Provinces. His 
appearaiioo in the Assembly was marked by a temporary silenw^ and the 
otticials looked at each otner and at the new l^eader of the Opixwii 
tion. The Maharattas and the Mad ranees slione in their accustomed 
Mirltans. Khan Bahadur Sarfra/ Hussain of Pehar who uiited to (huiic 
til the old Assembly in fCuropean dt'ens came in Khaddar and wax taken 
to task by Mr. Kabiruddin Ahmed on hi> \uiexpecte<l mctanioridmsis. 
Mr. M. A. •Hiifiah along with his Ifoinhiiy colleague Sir Purnsliotamdan 
Thakurdas, in their splashing collars and tics, sit in pii|Uant contnist 
t ext to Mr. V'ithalbai Patel who^e f<»rel)cad .shone amidst his liixnriouH 
beard and crowned by a Gandhi cat>. 

When the clock struck U a.m. the Tsher aiinotinrod . The 
Hon. the President’ and Sir Frc<lorick Wh>fc onforing sbKxl in his phuJC 
and declared : In order that this Second Assembly might be fully 

constituted moniliciH will now take the oath ot make the atlirmatioii 
ill the manner prctMuiltotl.’’ Sir FrcMlcrick then bxik the oath himself 
standiiig in his place and rca<liiig it.<< terms in a clear an<l H(dcmn voir<\ 
w ith his right hand raised, a.s follows i do solemnly swear that 1 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty the King- 
Emperor of India, His heirs and successors, and discharge the 
duty upon which I am about to enter'* 

'J’he President then signoil the roll on the icgiHtcr. Ho wa.s followed 
by Sir Malcolm Hailey, the Leader of the House, whose voice resound- 
ed in every corner of the Hotise. After rcailing the oath he Ninmk 
hands with the President and signed the roll of mcmbeiH. All those 
who followed him in steady succcssioii wtuU tlmuigh the same course. 
The total numlicr of members sworn in ws- 11*2 and the profyeediiigs 
concluded after an hour and a half when the Presidont read to the 
tnombors standing a message from the Uoveruor ( JcFicral rc<|uiiiiig their 
attendance on the next day, .Taiumry 31. to hear his inaugural address. 

Next day, on the joint session of the Asscnibly and the f’onjiril of 
State sitting, the Viceroy read his inaugural address given on p. 118 , 

It was a siHjech meant primarily to threaUui the Swaui.iists (sec p. 119). 

It contained however no mention of Mr. flandhi, which w/is the most 
burning U)pic of the day, and this causcfl great disf^atixfaction. 

The extent of fooling of iialigiuition creatcfl in non official 

circles by the «i)coch of the Viceroy can U* jinlgcd by tlic fact that cvci^ 
tnendier of the , Swaraj Paity and .soin** < the Indcpciiflciit^H including 
I'atidit Malaviya refused to attend th*^ gar^lcn party arranged tn the 
evening by Mr. A. C. CImtterji Member U*\ liwluHtrics and 
[ To fact p, 1 1 4 ] 
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to meet the Vidoi'oy and the CoutiteBs of Reading. Thii refusal wa^t 
in f:iot previously decided upon by the Suraraj Party, but uo one knew 
that the Ijidependents would also do the same. But after the speech, 
of the Viceroy, Pandit Milaviya took the lead on hehplf of the Indepen- 
dents and prevented them from going to the function. 

f}»oti after the Viceroy’s speech the Swarai Party held a meeting in 
the Committee room. Over 40 membeni attended and the following office* 
bearers were unanimously elected : —Leader : Pundit Motilal Nehru ; 
Deputy leader : Mr. V. J, Patel ; Chief whip : Mr. N. C. Kolkar ; Deputy 
whip: Mr Mahomed Shafee ; Secretary: Mr A. Raiigaswami Iyengar; 
Assistant Secretary : Mr. Harkaran Nath Misra. 

As soon as the meeting was over they proceeded to Raisiiia where 
they held conversations till late in the night. The Independenta also met 
at Itaisiria and conducted their deliberations separ.vtoly. Both parties 
generally agreed that they cannot do anything tangible or striking in tho 
Assembly without the support of the other and that they must either 
sink or swim together in the coming fight. Lala Lajpat Kai attended 
the Swaraiiets conference, while Mr. Sastri and Mr. HaroachaTidra Ka*i 
attended that of the Indopoiidonts which was hold under Pundit Miidiri 
Mohan Malaviya. There was general agreement that a oommori workable 
pmgramine must bo found between both the parties. The Swarajists 
felt that they cannot oonsistently with their declarations in Congress and 
other places agree to any whittling down of their policy of obstruction 
with a view to make Oovornmont by Councils iinpossilile. They vrer-^ 
very anxious to obtain support to the published National Demands and 
get signatures of as many non-Swarajist meinbers of the Assembly 

as |X)Hsiblc. But the whole of the Moderates were olKliirato. The 
IiidependoiitSi who held tne key to the situation between the Govornmont 
oil one aide and the Swarajists on the other, wore unable to siibscribok 

to the National Demands which they charactorisod as mere bluster. Th 'y 
wanlefi to put the Swarajists on their tnal in regard to Mr. llangachariV 
resolution for early steps towards Dominion status and iimvinriaf 
autonomy and thus a rupproachoment could not be secured til) some tiino 
later, after the Secretary of State hiul siKiken (see pp. 70 & 275). 

The ftil towing in the authoriw^l list of Swara3t8t lucmlici'K oi' the Awt^mb y 
iucludiug three Uurntans. Th «7 are 48 : - Messrs Ma<lho Shrihari Aney, M, !\. 

Achariya, A. JhingHHwaruy Iyengar, V'. J. Patel, J. M. Mehta, N. V, Kelkar, Iv. <i. 

Lohakare : Dattatraya Venkatesh Pcivi, T. O. (fHHwanii, Aiuarnath Dutt, Kutmir 
Shankar Uuy, Aii Mu/./amaii ('howdhiy, Khwaja Abdul Mouiri Muhaiiiiriiul 

!Ca/.iRi All, Motila! Nehru, .Shauilal Nuhrii, Narain Pais C. S. Hanga Iy<*r, Kmliu.i 
Kant Maiaviya, Harkaran Nath Misra, Dr. Kiatiauial Nehru, Nawab I:«nmi! Khan, 
VuhUf Inmm,' Puniehaixi, Hatirtraj, <Tiaoiaiilal, Ivaiiar Singh, ihPah Singh, Shyama 
riiarau, Haji Abiiul Kmler, Maulvi Syed Murtaxa Sahib, Niiakantha Dsw, B. Pa-, 
Ambika PruHiul Singha, Devaki rrasod Biuglia, Hari Pi-asa^i Ia', Sarfaras Khan, 
Muhammad Shahv, .U. V. Abhyankar, Shamba P.ayal Misra, Samia’.iah Khan, Oovind 
Pas, T. U. Ph(H>kuu, Ahmcil AU Klian, Maung Tok Kyi, Mating !vun, Maung lU 
Si and Fiyan^ lal 

Thost! of the Inde^iendentH and others whose consent the Swarajists wen* 
able to obtain to the proposed programme are : Dewrau Paliaiiur T. Haugachariar 
(Deputy President), Pr. H. S. (hmr, Mr. Mahomod Ah Jiiinah, Hr. Harchandrmi 
Vishaiuias, Mr. AIkIuI Haye, Haji WajihunUlin, Mr. Shanmukham Olieitiar, Mr. K. i'. 
Ncogy, Mr, .\hmed Ali Khan of Assani, Mr. Mahomed Yaknb, Mr. Kamini Kumar 
rimudn, Mr. K. Veukatapaihi Raja, Mr. K. Rama Iyengar, Mr. ivaacm All, M. Ohnlont 
Pari, Mr. K. K, Nambiar, Mr. Venkataramana Ketldy, Mr. Kumar Shanker Koy^ 
Pt. M. M. Malaviva and Mohameil Ibrahim Makan. 
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The Viceroy*® Opening Address. 

Is welcomisf the ssw Assembly, Hts Excellency sstortd the 
ssembcts ol bis high regard and tbe sireogtb oi tbeir iolluence and 
tbmi passed on to tbe fsmous Lausasoe Ireaty with Turkey whicb, be 
said, Md been welcomed by Indian Moslems, and next referred to the 
Indian Frontier situation. Tbe Afghan tension, vague rumours of which 
bad lor some lime been sgitating tbe Indian public, was, be »aio, 
notbing more than strong representations msde to tbe Afghan Govt, 
on tbe subject of tbe recent outrages on British loldiers and subjects 
on tbe Frontier. Turning next to the position of Indians overteas. 
His Excellency said : — 

Indians in the Empire. 

**Tbe results of the labours of tbe Secretary of State, tbe 
Mabaraja of Alwar and Sir Tef Bahadur Sapru at the Imperial Con- 
ference have undoubtedly improved tbe situation. The Premiers of 
four Dominions have shown deep sympathy and expressc^d their 
earnest desire to remove disabilities afieciing Indiana. Then* ia good 
ground for hope that tbe attainment of a solution acceptable to 
India is only a matter of comparatively short time, except possibly 
in tbe cate of Canada where there arc some special difiiculties. 
India most cordially appreciates tbeir sympathy and encouragement ; 
nnd 1 speak for India when 1 say that Ibis n^cognition oi India's 
position in tbe Empire is tbe source of high satisfaction to ber.(!!) 

In South Africa. 

**Tbe position in South Africa, however, is dificrent. Tbe 

Union Government has re-afiirmed its unwillingness to adopt tbe 

attitude of tbe other Domintous ; and in addition proposals for legisla- 
tioD which are expected in practice to affect Indians adversely have 

been brought forward. Tbe Matal Township Franchise Amending Act, 
vetoed on previous occasions by the Governor General of South Africa 
In Council, bas again been passed in tbe Natal Legislative Council; 
and a Class Areas Bill bas been published by tbe Union Government. 
Vigorous represeutations have beco made by my Government which, 
we tittst, will have success in regard to tbe Township Act. The 
Union Government have given an assurance that it is tbeir desire and 
intention to apply tbe measure, tbe Class Areas Bill, if it becomes 
law, in a spirit of fairness to tbe interests and reasonable require- 
ments of Indians, My Government, however, whilst welcoming the 

assurance, cannot rest satbfied with tbit position; and we shall 
continue our efforts to persuade the Union Govemmeot to incline to 
our view. We are aware of tbe strength of public opinion in India 
upon this subject and shall strive to give effect to it by sll 
legitimate means within our powers. 

** Tbe position as regards tbe Crown Colonics bat materially chang^l 
owing to tbe acceptance of tbe proposal for a Crown Colonies' 
Committee to be appointed by my Government which will confer with 
the Office on aU pending questions including Kenya. 

**The late Prime Minister, Mr. Baldwin, bas promised that fheie 
aball be full consultatioo and discussion between tbe Secretaiy of 
State for the Colonies and the Committee appointed by the Goveta- 
meat of India upon ail questions affecting British Indians domiciled 
in British Colonies Protectorates and Mandated territores. 1 hope for 
nothing bot benefit from these discussions, and we shall gratelnlly 
take tbe fullest advantage of tbe opporiumty offered* 
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On Kbnya. 

**At regards Kenya the views of my Government were explained at 
length by me in my last address to the Legislature and formed the 
subject of a Resolution issued by my Government in August last. 
While acknowledging the difficulties of the issues and the great care 
and attention His Majesty's Government devoted to India's claims, we 
did not conceal our feelings of disappoiatment at the result; and we 
reserved the right to make further representations, with a view to re- 
opening these decisions, when a legitimate opportunity offers. 

At the Imperial Conference His Majesty's Government have given 
an assurance that, while they can offer no prospect of the decisions 
being modified — 'Careful attention will be given to such representa- 
tions as the Committee appointed by the Government of .India may 
desire to make to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.*! This 
assurance gives os the opportunity we have been seeking and is a 
substantial gain. 

** Following upon the decisions, statutory action has been taken as 
regards the h'ranchise question in Kenya. The Kenya Government 
has treated Indians on the same lines as Europeans and granted 
adult suffrage. Given communal franchise, this method ul working 
may be accepted, and it has now become law. It ii open to our 
Committee, however, subsequeotiy to make repreien cations setting forth 
our contention that there are grounds tor an increase in the number 
of seats to Indians and that in our view all voters should be re,^is- 
tered on a common electoral roll. We shall ^continue to press our 
views by the constitutional channel opened to us by the assurance of 
His Majesty's Government 

"As regards immigration, the decision of His Majesty's Government 
was slated in the White Paper in the terms of a general principle 
only ; and His Majesty's Government issued in addition an instruction 
to the Governor of Kenya to " explore the matter further on hia 
return to the Colony and in concert with the Governor of Uganda to 
submit proposals to the Secretaiy of State for the Colonies for giving 
efioct to that amount of control of immigration which tiie economic 
interests of the Natives of both dependencies require." 

**Wben wc received copy of the Otdinance, which had been drafted 
by the Governments oi Kenya and Uganda and submitted to the 
Imperial Government, we took immediate stops to urge the postpone- 
ment of the introduction and consideration of the Bill until the 
Government of India were able fully to present their objections ; at 
the same time we strongly pres.^ tliat the Colonies Committee 
appointed by the Government of India should also have an oppor- 
tunity of examining the question of the restrictions on inuaig ration 
embodied in the Bill. These representations weie accompanied by a 
picliminaty statement oi our cbjections to the prov;biotis oi the Bill, 
We received in reply an assurance by telegram from Lord Peel, ibe 
Secretaiy of State, that the ioiioductiou ot the Bill had been post- 
poned at the instance of the Duke of Devonshire, the ^)ecretary of State 
for the Colonies, His Majei>iy*s present Governineiu bave now 
informed me ihat the laic Secretary of State for the Colouies found 
the Ordinance unsatislaciory and returned it to East Africa to be rc' 
dratted. At the same lime lie called upon the Government of Kenya for 
certain information re.;aiding immigration and lor an explanatory 
statement respecting the meliiod proposed for the udmiuistfation oi 
immigration measures. 
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His Majesty s present Minister for the Co*onie’< will await the 
reply to these inquiries and the revised draft of the Oidinance and 
will be guid^ by further information received when these docoraeots 
are b^re him. Meanwhile he has given me an assurance thai ample 
Opportunity will be afforded to my Government to expre^i thcif 
views, and that he will give his came it attention to any represen titions 
which the Colonies Committee appoioteJ by the Government of Indit 
may desire to make regarding the measure whether in the form of a 
Bill or of an enacted Ordinance. 

1 desire to express my deep obligations to the late and to the 
present Secretary of State lor the Colonies for the consideration given 
to the representations of my Government which have received the coii- 
linuous support of Lord Peel and his successor Tiie steps taken are 
strong testimony to the sense of justice anil fairness with which His 
Majesty's Government have boon animate! in d>*aling with the pro- 
posals. 

Murd K OF Et'ftoPfiiNs tV: Reg, 111. 

* As regards i vcMits in India, the two murderous outranks which 
have recently occurred in Uengal have ciust i as <leep cjiice n to luy 
(foveroment as they have excited repndiatioii and abliorreuce iti th.* 
minds of all good citizens of every community. it is th»^ priiniry 
duty of Government to vindicate the Uw agatnst such outrages and 
to bring their perpetrators to justice: and ray (iovernment i» entitle I 
to look for the moral support and active co-operdtion ot all seetio is 
of the public in the task. We owe to the> families ol tlio-!e who 
have been victims our deep and respectful sympithy. but we have an 
' Ven wider duty—tho duty to safeguard others from similar calamity. 
My Government have for some time be< n aware of th«‘ existence of 
conspiracies having as their object the assassination of public servants 
and of the corre8|xmdence et persons implicated in these consptiactes 
with communist agencies directed by oiganisatiuiis outside* liuiia. It 
was out of question to permit these .sini.^ter designs to advance on thtur 
way to results that no process of law can remedy. Our oflicers, on 
whom devolve the dangerous task of the preveiilion and deiectioii cl 
crime, must look to us for at least that iiiedsure of safety, so 

far as the law can giv<* it, which their own services secuic* to the 

public. Punishment in cases ol outrages of tlii:« uatuie is not an 

• tiicicat substitute for prevention. It b.-came necirSviry to tak.- sb ps 
to confine certain of the persons concerned ia the^e c<‘>nspiraci s under 
the provisions of Regulation 111 of 1818. The necessity of these 

measures ha? recently receive 1 tragic c infirm ation in the murder ol 
Mr. Day and the injuries to three Indians who attempted to stop the 

liight of bis assailant. 1 trust that these steps to combdi an evil 

which not only destroys innocent lives but is a menace 10 soci ty as 
a whole and a grave obstac e to pjli^icjil prugrt.iM, will c imminl the 
approval of all those to whom security and progresi iir*- obj'*cl« oi 
vital and common concern. 

“Neerl 1 assert that it was only with the greatest reiuctan<:<* Ihii 
I assented to the use of these rarasures for ttn* protrc.ioii at tU* 
public and in the public interest. I am firmly nnpn*>s*M by tlie 
consideration that it is essential strictly to coidine thcs< special and 
e.xtraoidinary measures to extreme case? ot v-mergency ; and I In ly 
Apprec-aie and sympathise with the views of thoi - wlu wi -h to 
protect the liberty of the sui>)t ct with strict exaetdu h . In those 
<laya the strong light ol publicity, bjth in th»; Lcgidalufei and the 

Press, is brought to bear upju tho us.* ol emergency measures of th:s 
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character; and thi« in itself acts as a safeguard agaiost their abuse. 
Before any action is taken, i and my Government submit these cases 
to a scrupulously careful examination. If we decide that a case loi 
arrest has been established and no other course is possible, in view ol 
the serious character of the emergency, a warrent is issued. Alter the 
arrests in Bengal were made, as you are aware, all the documents and 
evidence relating to each individual have been placed before two Judges 
of the High Couit lor the purpose of thoroughly silting the material 
on which action was taken, of submitting it to the technical tests ol 
jttdkiai knowledge and experience and of Ifsming recommendations 
regarding each case. I shall myself re-examine the case of each mao 
concerned with the greatest care in the light of the recommendations 
of the JudgiM in each case and with the assistance of their detailed 
scrutiny o( the evidence and the documents. In this manner the 
greatest possible precautions will be exercised to secure that no indivi* 
dual shall run the risk of sudering injustice bfcaute of the gtavity of 
a situation : and his right to an impartial investigation ot a charge 
will never be imperilled by the immediate necessity for measores of 
preventiOQ.*' 

After making a brief reference to the Civil Laws Committees and 
Retrenchment. His Excellency then said that owing to the change of 
Government in England (the Labour Govt, bad just before come into 
power) he refrained from making certain observations until he bad had 
time to consult the new Secretary of State* but referred to the Ke- 
forms ss follows.— 

Tun RiyoxMs, 

As you are aware, the policy ol the Reforms in India was intro- 
duced with tl 0 upjjroval ol all political parties in England and all 
stand committed to it as the fundamental policy in relation to India 
of His Majesty's Government* however constituted* and apart from 
other political controversies which mark lines of division in Parlia- 
ment. It is not uniostrucUve in this connection to pause for a 
momoot and reflect upon the succession of Prime Ministers and of 
Governments that has taken place in England since I became Viceroy 
nearly three years ago. Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, who has so recently 
attained his present exalted office, is the fourth Prime Minister with 
whom I have served duting my peiiod of office as Viceroy. None 
ol these Governments has wavered for one mcment regarding the 
policy of the Reforms in India. Each in succession . has immediately 
acceptiHl the policy ol the Reforms as the rock -foundation of British 
policy in India. Governments may. and doubtless always will, vary 
at regards details of administration and may differ iu opin*oo regard- 
ing the stages ol progression and periods of advance ; but the cardi- 
nal policy of the Reforms remains the same tor all. It is tb.e policy 
of the British nation agd not of any patty. 1 commend these facts 
to the consideration of tboae— if there be any — who may still regaid 
the promises held out aa illusory and never to be fulfilled. 

** I came to India charged wRh the solemn duty of carrying out 
those reforms, inspired by tbc eameat desire to make them a succeibs 
and imbued with the firm deteimhiation to carry forward the CM* 
ception along the road to further stages in its ultimate development. 
I have anxionaly watched a conaefiidatton of the foundatkci, 1 have 
Veen the first courses of the edifice of parliamentary inttftntkms Ind 
traditions and 1 stand pledged to carry onward the erection of ^he 
structure and to continue the building in the full hope of its ulti- 
mate competton. But be it remembered that the snccessfnl issue of 
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the caimot depeod solely upoo tbe inteitiioat anU aclim of 

His - ^ Govemm^t, ot the V ceroy, or Uie Coveromeiit ol 

ladiilb;:^ of oombiiieci. The future must largely depend upon the 
peoflte of lodta and the actions ol the Legislature. 

SBLF-GoVERNMEMT lliPOSSlBLB 

** A first si^e was passed when the first Assembly was dissolved. 
My own appreciaiion oi the value of the achievements of the first 
Legislative Assembly and of tbe Council of State was expressed in 
my prorogation speech. We have now entered upon a second stage 
by the election of the new Assembly. 1 look and hope lor continuity 
of the new Assembly of the same valuable tradit on, lor continuity is 
an essential condition of welLordered political progress. A consideiable 
advance has been made on the road. Many difiiculties have bi’ncm 
successfully overcome and obstacles sunnountc.^ by the Li^gislatiiie. 
Difierenci^ have occurred, but 1 am convinced that these have left 
*io bitterness in their wake. Opinions varitd but there was a com- 
mon objective, the advancement oi India. To day marks the opt«ning 
of a new stage; it chances to happen at a specially important mo* 
mcot and when the future actions of tb s Legidature will be fraught 
with tbe deepest interest and s gntficance to India. There is now a 
Government in England which numbers among its members some of 
the most ardent supporters of tbe Reforms and the most sympathetic 
friends of India. 

"There is now a spirit in India, if lam to credit ell I read, which it bant 
upon daatractlon of the Roforma unleta it immediately atiama that which it la 
impottible for any Britiah Government to grant loiihwiih. that it. complata Do- 
minion fioll'governmant. 

*' I am well aware that words are often used in the heat of politi* 
cal conAict which perhaps convey more than is really intended. 

Moreover, it is but natural tbat when laced with tbe responsibility of 

action there should be deeper reilection upion its true ^ignificanc4^ and 

probable consequences. 1 cannot foretell the future ; i (Jo not know 
what it bolds; but 1 cannot conceal from you tbat the political 
situation in India in its constitutional aspects causes me some anxiety 
for the fnture of tbe Reforms. 1 should be doing a disservice to 

India if 1 failed at this moment to give expression to my views 
formed not upon a hasty or cursory survey, but as tbe result of at 
profound study and rcAection as 1 can bring to bear upon a subject 
of supreme interest to me. 

Withdrawal oi Reforms— Thb Threat \ 

** In Octobar last 1 soundsd a note of warning wh^ch I muct now repaaf in 
tha frioDdbast spin! bat with all gravity. 1 tpoka with the object cf pratani- 
•ng iha picture of tho luturo. as f than saw it. to ihosa tn Ind a who hsd 
not iailod in thoir support of iho Reforms policy, aiihough they bad on 
occasions foil bound to oppoto lha aciions of Govarnmant. You may remrnibar 
that I adverfad to the possibla prospect, according to tho than i».du:aiioiif of 
avants, of a chock, wheb I doplorad in the onward progress of iho Rsforms. 
The possibility of this check has come ntrarer to ut, indeiil it is 
in a degree already w<th us in some aspects, allbougb, it has not yet 
happened and, 1 devoutly trust it will not happen in the Central J e- 
gblature, 

•' If the position should become more acute in tbe lYovinces. tho 
Local Governments may rely upon my fullest support, 1 still wonder 
—as 1 wondered in October— what purpose beneficial to India will bo 
*^erved by any course destined to destroy the continuity of progtess 
in the Reform movement. No change in tbe Constitution can be 
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effected by leRitimatc aod pcacelul methods save with the assent of 
the British Parliament, that is, the British people. The British Par- 
liament has already set up the machinery now in operation lor some 
time past. It is working with efficiency through well ordered proces- 
ses towards the creation of responsible sell-government. It is difficult 
to conceive that any responsible body of opinion can ignore the pur- 
pose it has in view, or can desire to check its creative activities and 
to risk the injury which must result to the ffne fabric already in 
process of being woven upon its looms. Nevertheless, 1 gather that 
there is a disposition in some quarters to believe that the hands of 
the British Parliament can be forced, and that a situation may be 
created which may impair the Reforms and thus cause Parliament to 
act contrary to their desire and better judgment. 

Rest your Hopes on Parliament! 

'' It may appear easy to impair and even to destroy and to re- 
create. Doubtless, destruction is always easier than construction. 
Violent revolutions have dcvtroyed the iostitutioDi of nations. Neglect 
and apathy in other cases have induced their decay and extinction : 
but 1 beg you to remember that when infioences of tbi^ nature have 
been Set in motion, restoration and re-creation become infinitely more 
difficult and sometimes impossible. These influences make no appeal 
to the British people and the British Parliament would emphatically 
repudiate and reject them. Rather rest the real hopes of the con- 
sumption of India’s desires in the piomires already made and in the 
intentions already manifested ard to be manifested by that great 
champion of liberties, the British Parltamcnt, 

A Devoted I riend's Alvice ! ! t 

*'A8 a devoted friend of India, I am convinced that action based 
on reason and jus ice will alone prevail with the British people and 
wilt prove the only safe road to the ultimate goal to be attained. I 
feel sure that you will keep steadfastly in mind in the course of the 
deliberations of this Session that the eyes of all iriends cl Reform 
will be fixed upon the harvest which the Legislature will sow and 
reap. It IS of the greatest moment to India at this juncture that 
her elected represen taiives, in the responsibilities of their present 
position, should make a wise choice as regards the course they will 
pursue. 1 do not doubt that they are imbued by those ideals which 
have from the outset inspired this legislature and that they seek the 
welfare of India. 1 earnestly pray that calm judgment and a desire- 
lor mutual understanding and good>wi 1 may characterise this Session 
of the Legislature and may thus carry India further forward to the 
fulfilment of her legitimate aims and aspirations." (App'ause.) 


The Council then adjourned till Eleven o’Clock on Monday thi‘ 
4th Pebroary. 1924. 
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PSrocsee<&igt of die AMeinl^~Fdb>; Isr. 

^' Afsembfy met for the first day on FEBRUARY ist. A Isrte 
mnnM of Unportsiit qnettions were ashed, and then the day was slv& 
to dmM bustness. 

on THB Ksnva imdians. 

Sir P. Tbakurdas asked for publication of correspondence on the 
Kenya White paper. Sir N. Sarma said that orders of the Sec. 
of State had not been received* and so the papers coutd not be 
pobllshed. 

Sir Pnmsbotamdas asked as to what means of ascertaining Indian 
feeling were available to the Government of India in the absence ol their 
officer in Kenya. Sir B. N. Sarma said at present Indians in Kenya 
could send representations through the Colonial Ofiicts and further questioned 
added that the Government of India had suggested to the Secretary of 
State the desirability of having a better means of knowing Indian feeling. 

Mr. Richey replying to Mr. Ramchandra Kao said that the Government 
ol iodia had made strong representation on the subject of Kenya 
Immigration Bill. The question of the publication of the report ol the 
Fiji Deputation bad been postponed until the sppoiotment of the Crown 
Colonies Committee bad been settled. 

Replying to Mr. Neogy* Sir Moncrief! Smith said both in the iolerestt of 
economy and efficiency, it had been decided that the bosinesa of the 
Legislature should continue to be condocted by the Legislative Department 
rather than by a separate Department of the Legislature. 

DISPUTES BETWEEN INDIAN AND lUPBSIAI. GOVERNMENTS. 

Sir Piirushotsmdas a^ked as to what steps the Government of India 
was taking to tee. that dirputes between them and His Majesty's Govern- 
ment were settled in accordance with the best financial int crests of 
India. Sir Basil Blackett replied that relevant information bad been 
fully placed befrre the Secretaiy of State in whose hands the decision 
rested. Sir Purushotamdas thereupon asked as to whether the Legislature 
would be given an opportunity ior expressing opinion before settiement 
was arrived at. The Finance Member replied that they would do their 
best to See that the House was informed, 

MIUTABY EXPBNDITURB HER HEAD. 

Replying to Sir Purushotamdas. Sir Basil Blackett gave approximate 
figures per head of population for miUtary expenditure on the basis ol the 
net cost of military service, inclusive of charges connected with war. frontier 
nitrations and other special services, as follows total 

military expenditure was Ks. 30.65. /3.730 and came to Rs. 1*25 per 
bead of po|mIatioo. 1918 — iq Rs. 6f> 71,03.582 and Ks. 2*70 per hesd ; 
1920*11 Rs. 81,75,39,000 and Rs. 3-30 per head ; In Rs- < 2.00.00,001; 

and Ks. 2*51 per head. 

EXCHANGE AND SAEB OP GOtr». 

Replying to Sir Purushotamdas, the Finance Membirr said (bat 
the Government did not propose to publish the covrespondence between 
them and the Secretary of State on the queition ol currency and 
exchange and the question of reverse bills. They also did not propr^ to 
publish the correspondence on the subject of the sale of two mtlhons of 
gold advenelv to India in- favour of Biitiih business. 

A Member. —is it that the Government always replies in the negative 
to questions urging publicatioa ol correspondence ? 

Sir Malcolm Hailey. -Vo (laughter). 

Pundit Malaviya.—Witi the Hon*b*e the Roance Member give reasons 
for notpohiishing the correspondence ? 

16 
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Pimdit ttM pnbtotlott vitl^ public ^Imct 

ia tbc loteTiHit of in ehatge of the Depnrtoiefit ? 

A^^lo public intereit. 

on THB RCrOEMS. ^ ■■ ■ 

lit, Keogy Mked whethef the Govefcmflit bed etbed for ^ 
on the working of the Reforms from vationt Provinces. Stf ilnlooiki 
Hniley replied : no cfficial report had been received. Certain inlormation 
was inlormally called for, but the Government of India did not intend . 
to publish it. 

Mr. V. J. Patel: Have the Government of India received a report 
from the Central Provinces regarding the unworkabiUty of the R^orme 
there ? Sir Malcolm Hailey : 1 am astonished to bear. Sir. that the Reforms 
are unworkable there, (Laughter.) 

Replying to Mr. Venkatapathiraju. the Home Member said that 
Government had forwarded to the Secretary of State without expresMon 
of any opinion the reso'utton oi Dr. Gour passed by the last iifsembiy 
tor the revUion ol the Reforms Act. No reply had been received yet. 

Mr. Moy :-*What have the Government done to explore the Reforms 
further. The Home Member said that this question would be better 
answered on a later occasion when the subject came up for discussion. 

Mr. Ramachandra Kai asked as to whether the Secretary of State 
had definitely said that revision would not be undertaken before 19^9- 
The Home Member teplied that Lord Peei^s despatch on the subject 
bad already been published* 

RSGULATIOM 111. 

The Hon'ble Sir Maleolm Halley replying to a series of questions 
by Mr. K. C. Neogy regarding tbe use of Kegolation HI of 1818 said 
there are .*2 persons under detention in Bengal, one in tbe Punjab 
and one in an Indian State territory, iu four of the cases action 
taken bad reference to the hostile activities directed from abroad 
against security of ludia and among the objects of these activities 
was the fomenting of trouble on the frontier. In zo ol the cases 
in Bengali action taken was in respect of complicity io a revolutionary 
conspiracy with tbe avowed object of assasinatiog Govt, officials. 

The Government were not prepared to supply information as to 
the amount ol allowance fixed in the cate of each pritoner in 
Bengal, but ^they were eatiefied that the allowances were adequate. 

7 internees io Midnapore Jail eomplained of ill-treatment in respect of 
food and clothing, but enquiry ehofii grounds for complaiot. 

Replying to Mr. RamohandpafUao. Sir Malcolm Hailey laid a 
etatement showing that persems fja fihstody under Regnlation 111 of f 
1818 ware <7 from Beu^. onn frm the Puojab and one from tht' 
Norik* WfCtern Frontier Province. The persons detaiped noder tlib 
Mid rtd Regulation 1919 were 704 in nsupber, asainly thple c(meemed/io 
the ihicible convuielra of Hiiodus ot oiherwwe impUcaied in the Moolah 
reb^itm. Tm jperam were ^ custody undet the Bombay Hegulatioii 
ia|7; bgihg oonceriMd in the murder of mie Navalsiughji in the Htiiai 

oovanmniiT niLLs. 

The House then proceeded at Is hodn to dispose of lu^Mative bueir 
nem. Fbur official BiBe ol a non^bmitiiilioiis nature were miroduccd. 

fir Mgicolm Hhiley miiodiicxd h hBl; furthur to amend the liidisn 
Penal Code. Me eaid that in 1^75 the IMimi W 

Ant to give eieot to certiM fbh IhlertiaUoual ChBrunBoh; 

lor the suppreasion of in women and diiidien* Secita 
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Miiwted • Secttan 366-A in Hie lodiM Peaei Code 

S^'WLS ^,^* ^ ** ******®* ®' •**"“ 

oonMefiiig the opiotons received the Government of IndU deckled 
to mug lormrd the present BUI with the object of raistng the ege 
iMIt Jii Seolioo 361, 372 and 373 of the Code from sixteen to eight^n 
yearsr It was proposed to bring the Act 20 of 1923 in force siionUa* 
neonsiy with the present Bill if it were passed into law. 


UrDlAN COfNAGB'ACT. 

Sir Basil Blackett next introduced a BJl to amend t^e Indian 
Coinage Act. The statement of objects and reason attached to the Bill 
said that the attention of the Government had b.*en drawn to the 
omission in the Indian Coinage Act of 1906 of any provision such as 
exists in the English Coinage Act for power to withdraw legal tender 
attribnted to the coin. The result it that a coin once a legal tender, 
is always a legal tender under Indian Law. When on occaslcms it 
became necessary to prevent the circulation of counterfeit coin of any 
particular denomination the only action possible at present is to dis- 
continue the re-issue of the com of that denomination from treasuries 
and currency a^ had recently been done in the case of the eight- 

anna nickel coin, but this process is completely ineffective since coins 
that do not come into treasuries and currency offices continue to circu- 
late as legal tender. 

It was therefore proposed on analogy of s^ciion 11 {5) of the English 
Coinage Act of 1870 to take power to withdraw by notification the 
legal tender attributed to a coin of any den om nation or date except 
gold coins which are dealt with in Section 1 1 of the indiau Coinage 
Act of 1906. This provision should, in the event of excessive counter- 
teiting of siny particular deaominati Jn of coin, enable action which 
^ 4 le«lld efiectuslly stop circulatiog of counterleits and should ensure a 
prompt withdrawal of genuine coin. The right of the holder to obtain value 
lor any genuine coin in his possession, even though It has ceased to 
be legal tender, is secured by the specific provision in the Bill that a 
^,cotn once issued shall always be legal tender at a currency office. 

AMBNDING THB INCOMB-TAX ACr. 

The Finance Member introduced another Bill to amend the In^me 
Tax Act which did not provide for assessment of income, profits or gains 
of an Association or Club which is neither a company nor a firm nor 
a Hindu undivided family. Tbit was an omission as it was always intended 
to assess tax on clubs. The Bill gave efiteet to this intentioa and also 
validated astesiments made during the current year. 

LBVY OM COTTOB BXPORTBD. 

Mr. Richey introduced a bill to ameud the Cotton Cess Act. At 
this time there was no provision lor levy of a cess on British Indian 
Cotton which may be exported by land to foreign territories. In India 
ihe Central COtioo Committee had recommended that the Act altould 
he so amended as to enable a cess to be levied on inch cotton. The 
object of the amendment now proposed was to enable a cess to be leviei 
on ohtton exported by land to such foreign territory as may be notified 
by the Govemor-Geoerat in C^aoctl. 

The House then agreed on the motion of the Finaiice Member to 
)he piopoaala fbjr the usual elecrion of the Public Accoonla Committee 
and Ole etand^g Fi^ Committee. The Assembly then adjoofiied till . 
the 4th F^if. 
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BtLU. 

Ob Feb. 41a buliaeM coBaitted o( the ptnaii^ oi two ameadiag 
loe CotUm Ceti Act and the Penal Code which were inttodoced xn 
ihe fit. Then followed the election of the Deputy PreiideDt tad 
the ioor Standing Committees to be attached to the four D^>art« 
neBta* At quest icn time a seiies of questions were put regarding 
the afiairs oi the frontier. 

premier's book. 

Mr, K. C. Roy asked whether it was true that Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald's hook ''Awakening of India" was proscribed under the 
Sea Customs Act. 

The Home Member said he bad seen statements in the press to 
that efiect with some astonishment. He accordingly made very careful 
research as to whether any such notification had been issued. The 
statement was incorrect, possibly confusion, was being made with another 
book bearing the same name which was proscribed. 

Dr. Gour.— Will the Home Member get a copy of the book and 
place it in the Library ? (Laughter.) 

Home Member,--^! have got a book myself. 1 can spare for him 
wbo wants to road it (renewed laughter.) 

age limit of girls. 

An interesting discussion followed Sir Malcolm Hailey's motion for 
tskmg into ccnsidera'icn the Bill amending sections 561. 372 and 378 
1 . P. C. by raising the sge limit of girls from 16 to 18. This bill 
wss inticduced cn lie ist instant and was brought forward after con> 
sideling the Lccal Government's opinions. 

Mr. Raogacbariir said he would like to know the opinions of the 
local Government before the Bill was passed. 

The Home Member replied that be could place them in the Library 
and would have no objection even to have a Select Committee. 

Mr. Mian Abdul Hayee moved tor circu alien cf the Bill to elicit 
public rpinicn because he felt that the Bill would confiict with Maho< 
medaii Law which peimitted a girl to contiact marriage after the age 
cf 1 $. Mr. Jionah moved that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 
He pointed out the need for carefully examining its efiect on Maho< 
medao Law and more particularly, the desirability of changing the 
definition of kidnapping. 

Dr. Gour opposed any delay in the enactment of a social reform 
Bill to which the Heuse already stood committed by an act pi^sed 
last year. “ 

After fuitber discursipn the motion for circulation was rejected and 
that for reference to the Select Committee was adopted. 

COITOM CESS BILL. 

The House next passed without discussion Mr. Richey's bill amending 
the Cotton Cess Act which he introduced three days ago. 

DEPDXY PRESIDBEX ELECTED. 

The Hpuie then proceeded to elect the Deputy President. There 
were only two candidatee, Mr. Rangachariar and Mr. Kabiruddin Ahmed. 
Mr. Riogachiriar was declared elected Deputy PreMdent recuring 5 ^^ 
votes as against his rival who got 16. Swaiajbta did not participate m 
Hie elecHon. 
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R^LUtlON 

FE9RUARY 5n--NC%^OFFiaAL RESOLOT 

13^ FEB. 5tA tbe mmiiial iiiieml aromcd by tbe expected debetes on 
Hr. i?l3|iidbi*s retenie nsd ibe CcsstitniionnS ndvnnce bed nitmctcd n bin 
crce^d of ifeitois into tbe public gnlkry. Tbe rece lor cccupying tbe 
frcikt rente begun nbcnt nn hcur and a ball before tbe Assembly met 
end nt lo a.m. nlmoat all tbe reata were fully occupied, Thoae nbo came 
alter ten bad to stand in n row behind tbe cbaits. But they waited 
only for an hour for tbe questlona to be answered, and witbin tbe 
next 15 minntea came to know that tbe figbts bad fixsled out-*tbat 
tbe Debate cn Bangacbariat^a resolution was fostpcned, and tbe one 
on Gandhi withdrawn. After tbisalarge number ol viaitots lift. 

At question time, in answer to Dr. Gout's question, tbe Home Member 
said that tbe Government ol India forwarded to tbe Secretary of State tbe 
resoluticn of the last Assembly urging tbe limitatton of power of ccitibca- 
ticn possessed by tbe Viceioy. Ibey leccmmended that no action should 
be taken cn it. 

Dr. Goor : When was tbe letter tent by ^ the Government ? 

Hcmc Member : Shortly after it wss adopted by tbe Aasembly. 

Another question of Dr. Gour about the establishment of a Supremr 
Court in India drew forth an announcement from tbe Government on tbt 
subject. Sir Malcom Hailey said that there was no identity of opinion 
between the Local Governments, High Courts or local aulboritiet, whether 
Indian or European, in favour of an early institution of a Supreme Court, 
while tbe question of its location also involved great difiSculty. 


Kxqulation in Again ! 

Sir Malcolm Hailey, replying to Dr. Gour*s question about the repeal 
of Kegolation 111 ol 1818 and other repressive laws, said that tbe 
Beprebsive Laws Committee recommended tbe retention of tbe provisions 
of the Regulation 111 cl 1818 for purposes specified in Paragraph 13 ol 
tbeir Report, including security of Brillsh dominioos from foreign 
hostiiity. Tbe Government of India announced tbeir inteniton of accepting 
the recommendations ol tbe Committee. Mo legislation lor tbe smendment 
of the Regulation bad been undertaken, nor did tbe Govetnmeni consider 
it possible to undertake it In tbe present circumstances. 

Mr. V. J, Flatel : Are the Government aware that the use of these 
obnoxious Regulations would be absolutely wrong when full Responsible 
Gevetnment were introduced in India ? 

Sir Msdedm Hailey . U is a matter entirely ol opinion, 

Mr, Neogy : Do I take it that the Government do not accept the 
proposition laid down by the Committee tbat tbe majority of members 
viewed with deep and genuine disapproval tbe continuance of tbi* 
repressive laws. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey : Tbe Government have already taken such 
action as they could under the circumstances. 

Pandit Malavlya : Why could not action be taken under tbe ordinary 
law against persons who have been dealt with under tbe Megulatioo ? 

Home Member : If the Hon. Member will refer to tbe speeches ot 
Lord Carmichael, Lord Ronaldsbay and tbe recent address of Lord Lytton 
10 tbe Bengal CoondL be will have loll ioformatioo of the reasons for 
such aetioaa. 

Pandit Malaviya : I wish to know tbe opln on ot tbe Government ol 
ladia and not wbat tbe Governors said* 

Home Member : We are entirely in accord with tbe Local Govemmeat. 

Mr RAWOACHASiAa's Rxsou on FuRTflXR Esroaics. 

Mr. Rangacbaiiar then Ibsmally moved bts retclolioa urgiag Mie revisiiii 
16a 
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«f tte GoronuBAt U UAta A«t. Sir Ifalealn Rilt«y 
SoBte that dvriag th« iatt two or iittee don the* had bom motaally 
•eadeavoatioi to come to the aaiiftaoee of the Hooae b* twanfM 
tile Imei more cleerljr thao have been pot dowo in tlie reeolotta ara 
aflMdnieotie Certaifily« it would be in the iaterest of the Goveraoieiit 
If they could know where really the membere itood. He wee 
prepared to agree to the poetponement of the disouision till Friday, 
the Sthe (Voicei : Ye», yes) and formally moved the poitpottemeiit which 
wai agreed to. 

Mr. GAMoat'e Rblbase. 

Mr. Shanmukham Chctty intimated that be did not intend to move 
hia resotntlou urging the release of Mr. G&ndhi. 

Railway and Girbral Financb, 

Mr. Neogy'e reiolotion stood next asking lor the publication of the 
Government proposals on the q jestion of the separation of Railway Finance 
from General Finance before their final adopdon. He also intimated that 
be would not move his resolution as be was assured that Government 
proposals on the subject would be placed before the House. 

IMOIAN TBRRltORIAL FORCB 

Mr. VENKATAPATHY Raju then moved his resolution: «(a) for 
amalgamation of the Indian Territorial Force and the Auxiliary Force for the 
combined purpose of supplementing the regular forces in support of civil 
power and for internal security and as a second line to the regular 
army and the removal of all distinctioas whatever, in the matter 
«f duties and privileges, (b) To increase the strength, by the 
annual .addition of ten thousand, till it reaches a figure which would 
enable a gradual reduction of the regular forces by one half of the 
present strength, for peace establishmeat. (c) To provide adeqnati fund 
for the efficient organisation and training of the same service for 
military purposes by a corresponding reduction in other avoidable milf 
tary expenditure,’* 

MCi Venkatapatbi Raju dilated on the urgent necessity of removing 
nil racial distinctions at a time when the country was awakened and 
almost on the eve of receiving Self-Government. The Labour Ministry 
in England should help in the policy of trusting Indians and opening 
the doors of the Auxiliary Force to Indians. Mr. Rtju’s voice was 
almost inaudible but Mr. Bepin Cb. Pal in support made a very 
lorcefni speech. Mr. Pal declared that no Swaraj was possible without 
Indians manning their Army and here was hit ofier of full and 
faithfol service of Empire throi^h the Army, Would Govt, take it? 
He ended : ''Distrust of India is not the way to order bat to disorder.** 

Pandit MALAVlYA moved an amendment which, he said, would 
better meet the object in view 

'That a Committee be appointed to investigate and report what 
•tops shottld be taken to improve and expand the Indian Territodal 
Force to ns to constitate it as mi eMoient second line of reserved 
the regolar Army and also to remove all racial dlsttoctioas in the 
oo ^j^ nU^of noaHregultr mSitery forces in Indin, mclnding the 

Pandit Melavlya aid that till the Reforms Act had been pained* 
the Government ih this country never conceived of evsc haadini over 
the administiatlen of this eonatry to ladians. Hereafter, the Govern- 
ment mnst make op its mind to dsdaio that army aRairi in India 
were to remain in the hands of British officers only lor a abort p^od. 
Mr. Bandon, the Secretary^ was not a Milttaisr msn, and the speaker 
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^ avUiltii ia hi% pUce and Uter at msmbar 

Of tlwvVtofoy’t Coaodl in charge of National Defence. For the time 
they dWlId leave legnlar troops ia tiie hauls of the Commsnder-la Chief! 
bat lor. the organisation of non-regalar forces, the Indian Member shoutd 
be in ^rge» for his words wonld inspire greater confiJence tliat the 
Government was senoasly considering preparation of Indians for national 
defence* He complained why should an Indian, it he wanted to join 
the Attxitiary Force, be told that the door was shut to him ? He 
further considered that educational Institotions in India for military 
career were not adequate and satisfactory, and there ware too many 
restrictions. They had only to look to British and Japanese methods 
to bod that the conditions here were extremely diilicuU. They shouldf 
try to have citizens* guards and see that miUtar>- expenditure was 
reduced. These could be left to a Committee to work out. 

H. £• the Commander in-Chief arcepted the amendment. The progrees 
of the Territorial Force bad, he said, a soft place in his heart, hot 
he was sorry to note that io some of the units the degree of ('flficiency 
was not quite satisfactory. From the point of view of the future 
existence of the Territorial Force itself the fusion demandeJ in the 
resolution would have nothing but disastrous results. During the course 
of the debate be noticed with regret certain amount of extraneous 
eloquence suggesting the existence of racial feeling and racial discrimi* 
nation as between the Territorial and Auxiliary Forces. He added 
From my experience, and 1 have greater experience of both tlie 
Territorial and Auxiliary ( orces than any member of this House, 1 
confess this racial discrimtnaiion referred to is more or less confined to 
this House. (Laughter) To a very large extent it is sentimental, but 
it is far more prevalent here than it it io the Army. 1 am prepared 
to accept the amendment, because 1 shall do anything to assist in 
improving and increasing the efficiency of the Territorial Force within 
the limits imposed by the Secretary of State. 

Pandit Malaviya : What are these limits ? 

C*in-C : There are now 15,000 men in the Territorial Force and 
the limit imposed ai present is 20,000. 

Pmidit Malaviya : If the consideration of the Committee is to be 

limited to enlistment of 20,000, then 1 think it is better lot roe to 

withdraw my amendment. 

C-in-C : The limit is 20,coo hut if the units continue to be a 
success we can consider the expansion of tbe Territorial Force. 1 have 
no objection to advocating further progress. 

Pandit Malaviya: if the Committee is asked to report as to the 

number that should be enlisted io the Territorial Force, then only 

I wcnld press my amendment. 

C-in*C: That is covered by tbe wording of your amendment* 

The amendment was then put to vote and carried. 

FEBRUARY 6 tb -OFFICIAL BILLS. 

On FEB, 6th the LegUtative Assembly re*asiemblcd with an official 
legislative programme on the order paper consisting of introduction of 
bUls amending the Tariff Act. Merchant Shipping Act. Passport Act. a^ 
a Bill constitoting a Central Board of Revenue. The final reading of the 
Coinage Act Am^ment Bill and election of Public Accon it and > ins iku 
C ommittees were the last items on tbe agenda. 

TaaiFF Act AnxitottBsit 

Sir Charles Inncs Introduced a Bill to smei^ 

The obieeta of tbe ameodment was explained as H 

come to notice that matches, cigarettes e’c, on wmen import onuen 
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%ft leviable ubea iioportcd by tea arc beiii|| brought In comMleralile 
qaantltiei ever land iirontlerf* Ibe Goveinment cl India bavc onl at 
pieieot povrer id levy duties on atlicks folloiiioa these land routes as 
the Indian Tariff Act 1894 only aothorises levy of duties on goods qroasing 
the ft on tiers of certain frontier European settlements in India and of 
such territory of any Indian chief as is declared to be foreign territory lor 
purposes of Section 5 r f that Act. 1 he object of this bill is to revise 
this Act to enable the Government of India to levy customs duties on 
any articles imported or exerted as tha case may be by land from or to 
any territory outside British India which is declaied to be foreign territory 
for the purposes of the Act. 

The Bill was introduced* 

Changbs in Mbr(»aiit Shipping Act 

Mr. Butler next introduced the Bill to amend the Indian Merchants 
bhip ping Act 1923. Ihe object of the Bill is explained thus :-*For some years 
past repatriation of destitute pilgrims from Jeddah has been a source of 
anxiety and tecurriog expenditure to the Government of India. The 
welfare of Indian pilgrims as a whole baa also been endangered by the 
presence amoepst them of those who had not means to perform pilgrimage. 
Various attempts have been made from time to time to arrive at a solution 
of the problem 00 a voluntary basis, but without success. In March 
19^3 the Central Haj Commitiee lesclvtd that In view of the experience 
gained the best remedy was to institute a system of compulsory return 
tickets it necessary by legislation. Ihe Goveritment of India are con- 
vinced that a solution on lines of compulsory provision for return journey 
is only one which will prove satisfactory. The Hill is intended to give 
power to preset ibc that no pilgrim who intends to return to India alter 
performing pilgrimage shall be allowed to leave from any port in British 
India unless he is in possession cf a return ticket or has deposited a 
sufficient sum to meet the cost cf the return journey, 

A Central Revenue Board 

Sir Basil Blackett next inlrcduced the Bill to censtitute a Central 
Revenue Board and define its powers and functions. The statement of 
objects and reasons appended to the Bill states .—The Indian Retrench- 
fficot Ccmmittee report recommended that m erder to free the Gov- 
ernment of India Secretariat proper Ircm the fuocticna of detailed 
administrative ccntrol exercised by it in past the scope of the present 
Board of Inland Revenue should be enlarged to include Customs, Salt. 
Opium and also Excise and Stamps so far as the Central Government 
was coDceincd, the Government with the approval of the Secretary of 
State have decided to adopt thia recommendation and to constitute n 
Central Board of Revenue in which the Board of Inland Revenue created 
by ihe inceme Tsx act will be merged. The present Bill is designed 
to provide for the constitution 01 such a Board on a statutory bsais, * 
to transfer to it fuoctjons of the Board Inland Revenue under Income 
Tax Act and also to appoint it aa the Chief Customs authority ondsr 
Sea Cttstoma Act 1878* the Bill lurtber provides for transfer toCenmi 
Board of Revenua of most of the powers and duties assigned by Che 
SeaCnstoma Act to local Govemments. 

iMDisii Ptssvoat Act Ambmomxnt 

Mr. Howell iatcedneed the Bill to amend the Indian Passport Act. 
This intended to impose penally for breaeb of condition of a tranship- 
ment of transit visa reqmtin| noMer to leave India by a specified date. 
This measure would ditconra ja aliens from staying in the coontry longer 
than necessary. 
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Neogy on South African Coal 

On:. Fbb. 7TH the Legislative Assembly met to discuss Mr. Neogy s 
motioii orgiDg imposition of coaotervailing duty on the bounty-led 
coal of Sooth Afiica and Mr. V. Razo's motion urging for riHiuciiun 
in Provincial contributions. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy moved: "that in view of the recent depression 
in the Indian Coal Trade a conntervailing duty be imposts) on the 
South African Coal Imported into India to the extent of the indirect 
bounty enjoyed by it in the shape of rebAte on Railway freight 
under provisions of Section 8(A) of the Indian Tariff Act 1^94 (Vlli 
of 1894) as amended and in pursuance of the policy indicatt^ by the 
Indian Fiscal Commis^^ion in Paragraph 141 of their report." 

Mr. Neogy in moving the resolution quoted figures to show that 
whereas in pre-war days the average export of coal from India was four 
lakhs tons, the figures in 1923 instead of showing export reveahKi net 
import of five lakha of tons. Therefore India which contaioird several 
coal-fields including Raneeganj and Jbariia both of which are alone 
capable of producing so much as 34 per cent of the total output was 
now dependent on foreign coal to the extent of five lakhs of tons. 
This large import was due to the vigorous resumption of coal tracit* 
by the foreign countries. Moreover, there was the embargo on the 
export of Indian coal placed in January, 1921. The speaker did not 
suggest that Government were actuatt^d in this step by any nefarious 
motives, but the result bad been that India had lost its foreign 
market and Indian coal trade was placed m a very uoiavourable 
position. A study of the figures relating to tbe import of coal from 
South Africa showed that there had been an extraordinary increase 
facilitatcKl by an indirect bounty granted by (iuveromeot of South 
Afiica and Railways of South Africa lu the shape of rebate. Witli a 
view to compete with foreign trade «'i combine was startcxl in India 
which undertock to offer coal at the rate of two rupees less than tht^ 
ruling price, but there was no margin ol profit left and many of the 
mines began to close down and several others were yielding no profit. 
In conclusion Mr. Neogy said : i am lortific^l in demanding the imposi- 
tion of countervailing duty on the South African coal by the precedent 
created in Lord Curzon's time in regard to Australian sugar. I put 
forward this claim rn behalf of the struggling industry which is owned 
niobtly by Indians. The amount ol bounty on South African coal 
baa ceme down from eighteen sbiitings nine pence to seven shillings 
nine pence in three ycAis. if is Inconceivable that South African 
Government would continue this bounty fi r ever so as to enable the 
Indian consumer 10 have cheap coal. i do not suppose Government 
will a^k this House to rely on tbe charity of the countrymen ol 
General Smuts lor the supply cl ibeir coal. 

Paudit Shamlal Nbhru aod other Swarajists raised the racial 
question and supported Mr. Noogy's proposition as a retaliatory measure 
upon South Africa. 

The Goveskmeut Oppositioh 

Sir Charles Inmes, Commerce Member, opposed tbe resolution aod 
placed before the House all the facta justifying Govt, opposition to tbe 
motion. He defended thf South African Govt, and denied that there was 
•ny sinister plot on tbe part of South Afiica to kill the coal industry in 
India. He advanced one argument after another aod hurled^ statistics 
relating to the price of coal, transportation charges and variotm other 
things, which were no doubt very convincing in themselves. But tbe 

17 
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non-offic'als were not satisfied because the Commerce Member had not 
met ther argument of which one was that Railway wagons were not 
suppUei to Indian coal merchants to carry their coal to the Bombay 
market and then compete with Soutli African coal which was being 
dumped at a reduced rate because of the bounty given by the Union 
Government. Sir Charles Innes then took shelter under the plea that 
coal could be carried cheaper by sea from Kidderpore docks then by 
railways as now, and even attempted to prove that this form of transport 
to Bombay was cheaper by three ro))ecs and admonished the Indian 
Merchants for want nf enterprise, that the quality of their commodity was 
inferior to that coming from South Africa, and therefore they were not 
able to face com}>etition, esiiecially in Bombay where (jualiiy was the 
first consideration, and so on. 

He was effectively silenced by Sin Purshottamdas 1 hakurdas. the 
Chairman of the Indiin Merchants Chamber of Bombay, and Pt. Malaviya 
who doubted the rebate figures quoted by Sr Charles. It was their view 
that Government of India did not posses ^ information ^hich could 
enable them to oppose the resolution. 

After a lengthy diicutaion the resolution wss carried by e majorily of 77 to 39 
eganalGtvi. This ivaalhr fuit ir emph of the Natton»litia aid the ic»ull was 
announced amidst loud non^offioal cheers, the £%rara)iils havir.g voted sohdly agait.sl 
Govt. 

Reduction of Provincial Contributions. 

Mr Venkatapatri kaju next moved the following resolution : — 

*'This Assembly recommends to the Governor-General in Council to 
make necessary arran;!ement8 in framing the Budget for 1924-25 for 
giving substantia) relict to the Provinces in the matter of prov.ocisl 
contributions and, in any event, iiot less than three -crorcs be reduced 
from the amount of provincial contributions in 1924*^5 to (^nabJe the 
pruviiical government to spend more money for development purposes, 
sanitation and education. " 

Mr. Vetikatapatira}u said he did not want favour to any parti* 
cular province but what he was asking for was bare justice. He 
pointel out the disabilities from which provincial Miuisters suffered in 
the ta‘-k <f educational and sanitary improvement. .Midras, he said, 
was lia d hit because of ibe huge contribuiions she was making to the 
Imperial bixchequer. He said: Government made a diifereut pledge to 
us and 1 want them to carry it out. Every province was solvent 
except Madras. So on the eve of balaucing their budget he piessed 
the case of Madras for favvjurable coD*«idefation, 

Sir Chimanlal SbtalvaD opposed the resolution and said Madria 
was the last province that wjm enutled to complain about the MfStoo 
Settlement. While industrial provinces like Bombay and Bengal sofieicd 
from dislocation of trade, aggiiculUirai provinces like Madras, C. P. 
and the Punjab c^me with request for remission. The 90 y oiulioii 
of the difficulties in this matter was the appointment of an impartial 
tribunal to review the whole question and lepc^ri at an cany da e. 

Sir Basil Blacki^tt in opposing the resolution sa*o that there 
could not be any cxaniioaiion of the question as ttie budget was to 
be presented on the 29th Feb. It was impossible lor Govt, therefore 
to accept the resolution at that stage. He accordingly moved that 
the debate be adjourned sine die. 

After further discussion the motion of Sir Basil Blackett for po^t* 
ponement of the debate sins die waa adopted. 



Debate on Constitutional Advance 

Oa FEBRUARY STH the adjourned motion of Mr. Kangachartir on 
Coostitatiooai advance came up for discussion. The House was over crowd- 
ed with visitors and more tlian hundred members attended and the debate 
was i^stened to with breathleis int rest. People who expected a strong 
spirited speech from him were a little disappointed by the conciliatory 
mood, tbe4:autioa8 wordii^, and the pursuasive and entreating tone of 
his whole speech. He tried to please both the people and the bureau- 
cracy and succeeded in pleasing none. Sir Malcolm Hailey's reply on 
the other hand was characterised by the usual bureaucratic pose of 
grave responsibility. It was a singular piece of audacity on his part 
to say that Domi'iion status was impossible to think of for the present. 
The Viceroy had already committed himself to that altitude in his 
opening speech and the Home Member had no alternative but to set 
np any sort of defence conceivable in the circumstances. He made a 
nice distinction between Dommtoo Status and full Responsible Govern- 
ment. He put together, doubtless in his exceedingly tactfull manner, 
lamiliar obstacles to full Home Rule in India : Tne one omission he 
made was supplied by Sir Campbell Rhodes who was afraid of the 
general unfitness even of the educated classes to maintain law and 
order. The alarms of British capital and of the British services /ound 
due places in S r Malcolm’s enumeration, as also the usual solicitude 
tor Indian Princes, zamindars and other vested int rests. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru moved bis amendment m an out spi^ken 
speech. He made clear the position of his party. Though they were 
non-cooperators they had come there to otter co-operation to Govern- 
ment if the Government cared to have it. The only condition under- 
lying that offer was a complete overhauling of the (tovernment of 
*ndia Act according to the wishes of the people. The peoi>le were no 
ionger satisfied with Government committees and commi.ssions. They 
wanted a Hound-Table Conference; for a Round -rabl^: Conference was the 
only way of recognising the right of belf-Jcteimination whicli the f»cople 
■d India claimed with one voice. 

MR. RANGACHARIAR moved : - 

*’ This Assembly recommends to the Ijovernor Gcncral in Council that 
he be pleased to take at a very eariy date the necessary steps 
including, if necessary, the appointuieot of a Royal <:omraisj>ion 
for revising the Gw^vernmeot of Indli; Act so as to secure fur 
India fult Self-Governing Domiojon status within^ the British 
Empire and Provincial Autonomy in the provinces." 

Mn Rangachariar m moving the resolution si'joae for forty minutes. 
He prefaced his speech by referring to the general feeling of non ctticiaJs 
when they first put their shoulders to the wheel of the Reformed con- 
i>titution. He like several others was then optimistic about the growib 
of the conatitutioti, but was rather suspicious of the attitude oi the 
Government members. But Sir Malcolm Haileyt as Finance Member ot 
that time, dedared that it was by a mandate of the Assembly that 
taxatUui would be Impssed. Loed Kawlinson said that he was a humble 
servant or luJia. These and other expressions of the attitude of the 
<^overament members removed the speaker’s sosplcton and he put hia 



imxt and aool iiito tba worUmg of the B^imt mocli dto the moMf* 
Mce of bU Irieodi liko Foadit MotiUl Nebru, whom be welcomed now 
in this Hotiie (beat, bear). At one who during tbe last few dao« wan 
closely asaociptikl with non^co-operators like Pandit Nehru, Mr« 
cbii^r ^ all ol them in ibis House were working 

eommon good o^ the country — a fact which some of the Exeenri^ 
Councillors might have understood from their talks with Non^co^petatpra* 

Mahatmaji's Release. 

Proceeding, Mr. Rangachatiar referred to the atmosphere created by 
the magnanimous and statesman-like act of Lord Reading (?) in rdeasing 
that great man, that great friend of the English Government, Mr. 
Gandhi (a voice: say. Mahatma). By this act Lord Reading had alao 
created an atmosphere suitable for a lull and free discn|sion ol this 
resolution. Mr. Rangachatiar hoped that with the advent of the Labour 
Government in England good days were in store for India. The object 
with which the people who brought aboqt the present constitution was 
to get a Government with the consent and co-operation of the people. ^ 
There was no mistake about tbe Uct that the goal Was full responsme 
Goveinment.. There could be no going back upon it. If there was mo 
going back then they most examine the machinery to find out if India 
was properly laid on tbe road to responsible Government. During the 
fast three >eai8 they worked the coobtitution whole-heartedly and so far 
as the ^central Government was concerned be found that the machinery 
Was absolutely defective. 

♦ Where was the next Step? 

Lord Reading in proroguing the last Assembly had said that they 
liad taken one great step forward in the progressive realisation of the 
responsible Goveitment and now Mr. Rangacbanar asked, where was 
the next step ? Should India walk backward and forward over the 
ground they had walked? ** If our goal is really responsible Govern- 
ment then i say we are fit for it to-day. It is impossible to have a 
middle course. There may be safety-valves here and there, there may 
be reservations as regards Aimy, Navy and Foreign and pplilical rela- 
tions. but so far as domestic affairs are concerned, tbe internal dev^op- 
ment of tbe country is concerned, it as impossible to provide for partial 
responsible Government In the way it is provided. If you create a 
sense of responsibility then 1 am sure we will respond to that trust 
and there will be no betrayal ol that trust. Tiutt begets trust ano 
responsibility breeds responsibility. The present state of things cannot 
and should not continue for long. The whjffie country wants Swaraj 
and does not care for anything else. 4tyery voter understands the 
meaning oi bis vote and ^[gg. every voter' there are a huedred who 
though votelesB still undM|||d the maahing of every vote fecorde#- 
This resolution of mine temni tbe verdict of the nation, 1 am suce 
Lord Heading will not turn a de»f ear to the demand. Sir Tej Bahadur 
Saprui after coming cut of the iffice of Law Member oi the Govern^ 
meat, said that the machineiy is weak end cannot work long. 1 esn 
sure that is also the experience of tome persons in local Govetnmenis. 

I have not got fifsMiand knowledge rf the machinery mysell. I have 
only been trying to sub my nose against the glass-walls arcund the 
machinery. (Laughter.) We want a lunning machinery and we want 
to take it by content and by ce-operarioii. That is the real secret of 
the nott'^ec -operation movement. We went Ldninkn tftnt etried and 
Responsible Gotreinment in Internal affairs of India. It would 
criminal to refuse this demand. 
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rSB. demand for RESPONSIBLE CK)VT. 

The Government Reply 

SIR MALCOLM HA1L£\» the Home Membeti replied on l^ehslf ol 
Government. The main drift of his speech \%as that the liultan 
Princes, European Commerce, minorities and other interests had a right to 
know whether Government contemplated at an early date making 
themselves rcMpoiisib c io ihe Indian Legislature. His reply vos that 
until the question ol defence, communal difierenccs. provincial relations, 
social advance, etc were solved, no British Government could iccommtnd 
to Parliament the grant of immediate responsible (>overiinient. The 
objective of the Government of India Act was Kespoiuible Govern- 
ment, not full Dominion Status. But Government was willing to 
examine officially tlic defects of the existing system. This might 
result in expansion under the present Act or change of the Act and 
when tffe Government presented their result to l^arllament. they wouM 
ask the Secrelaiy of State to allow the fullest discussion ol the pro- 
posals in India. 

Following immediately after Mr. Rangachariar, Sir Malcolm 
Hailey took early op()ortunity ’o explain the < iovernnuMit s attitude 
on the motion Kangachariar's resolution wanted at an early 

date the grant of responsible government with Dominion Stilus. 
Before this demand the question of grant of provincial autonomy was 
very minor and a’most one of domestic concern. '*1 will a(ldre.ss 
myself at once to the main propositi’ n that India is ready loi 

Dominion Status We cannot nffiird to let .iny one KiiLtin in douht 
about our attitude on that |>oiiit. Theie are many in erests ct>ncerrie<l. 
There are tlie Indian States. I do not say that their attiiiulc is 

likely to be on this matter of great imporaiice. They would like to 

know whether they will continue as bithertofore to deal \\ith the. 
C«overnor-Gcaerai-in-Council who is res(x>ndble to British Parbaineot u 
%vith the Executive Government ies)x>ii>ihle to the Indian Legi!>lature. 
Then again the Kuroj>ean commerce and those who have ppt in vast 
sums ol capital into India and are daily increasing tiu* sphere of 

their operations, and our services, l>oth civil and mihtury, would I'ki* 
to know whether we contemj>laic a radical change at an early dale. 
There are other extensive inieresis. There are niinoriiy com miiiii ties. 
All these interests would oke to know whcllicr the Indian Govetn- 
me it IS prepared to recommeu I the step advocated and wJietlu^r 
the British Covernment is prepucl to entertain it. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey proceedcxl to give answer by examining fully 
the position in India to-day. lie first made it clear lliat in the 
August announcement, as well as in the preamidc nt the (toveiiimcnt 
of India Act, the words ** Kesp5n.sil>’e Ci >vernment ' had been deli- 
berately put. Dominion Sell Govcnuiient wa.s wider ihaii responMhle 
Government. Under the Dominion Status not only the ixccntive would 
be responsible to the Icgislaiurc but the legislaiure wi-uid in ithcH 
have full powers which were cnjoyeil by ihc L>omi(ii<nis and were 
typical ol the modern nations. It might be that hiil Dorninrou S«Jf 
CKivemmeot was the logical outcome and corollary oi Re»|on'-ible 
ivoveroment. Nay it riiight be the inevitable dcvel pmetii. but thc^e 
was a difference between the two. Having pointed out the objective of 
British policy as outlined in the Goveroment ol India Act, he 
proceeded to show that the next point in die Act was that 
pfx>gres8 most be bv succesrive stages and that it ha l bec?u accept- 
ed by leaders of Indian thought which he attempted to prove 

by quotatiori-N from cld history. The iiieinoranduin preiKnled 

by the members ot the old Imperial Council had not even asked lor 
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the early attainment of full respon^b'e Government. The Cakutth 
Congress of 1917 asked for it within a period of 5 years i e. by 
1923. Mrs. Besant accepted successive stages before the Joint Com^ 
mittee because the country must be prepared. The Deihi Congress oi 
1918 presided over by Pundit Malaviya was satisfied with responsibitity 
in the provinces. Mr. Patel, a Congress delegate before the Joint Com* 
mittee did not ask for immediate grant oi lu 1 responsible Govern* 
ment and accepted examination at the end of ten years and 
wanted full responsibility within fifteen years. The late Mr. Tilak 
also stood (or the filteen years limit. Mr. Jinnali speaking on 
behalf of Muslim League did not ask for Dominion Status or even 
immediate Kespoiisible Government (laughter). The present Premier 
speaking in 1917 had admitted that the introduction 01 Ke presen tative 
Government in India was bound to be a ^low and a difficult process. 

Continuing Sir Malcolm Hailey said that the stage oi t&nsition 
had been accepted by all but now a ix>sitiou was brought forward in 
1924 asking that those stages be dispensed with. He al&o quoted 
Mr. Raiigachariar's own speeches in the last Assembly where he 
realised that the progress must be by stages. He then proceeded to 
show what stood tu the way of immediate assumption of responsibility 
by the Indian Legislature. He referred to the movement witliin the 
Congress for separation iiora liritish Empire but those in the Assembly 
could only regard themsetvea bound to constitutional ideals and con* 
stutional methods, and with regard to this matter he would like to 
tjke the same attitude which Pundit Motilal Nehru took at Gaya 
when he described tlie deasion of the Congress as a * hotch potch 
of pious wishes with a few threats thrown in to season the disn 
lor the acceptance oi tiie more impatient non-co-operators.* He would 
not deal with the work done by the Legislature during the past three 
years or with the lace that the constructive progrdiume oi those who 
bo)Cotted them had been confessed to have been batreu of result. 
The first question was : would Indian Princes accept today the transfer 
oi re!»ponsibility to Indian Legislature so far as ti'eir lelations were 
CO cerned ? Then again conception of lull responsible Government 
with Domioion status meant entrusting the interests of minorities 
in the hands of a majority. The spectacle of the South Alrican Govein- 
ment's treatment of an important minority of Indians was before 
them for a lesson. Then again there was the quesiu n of communal 
differences. The c«ause in the National Pact conlessed that the only 
obstacle to attaincrent of Swaraj was the lack of mutual understanding 
among the communities of India Had the Bengal Pact, he askeo, 
brought peace in Bengal or a sword? 

He then quoted from Mr. Pal's writing which deprecating communal 
difie eoces said that if the British autiiority was wiihdra^u it would 
result in chaos. He also quoted from the Congress Civil Disobedience 
Committee where it was admitted that the great difficulty in the way 
of advancement was religious sutceptibihties oi Indian people. Quoting 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta he said that Uie '*80-calcd unity is unreal and 
illusory and to-day we must confess with shame that wc axe not fit 
lor Swaraj (Laughter.) He assumed that no one deplored the com- 
munal difiarences more than the Government but their existence had to 
be recognised and a solution loui d. 

Ihe next point on which a Ckivernment stands or falls was defence. 
Dominion Status meant Dominion army. The Home Member asked : 
Has India got the army manned by her i»ationals in all ranks ? NVith 
a powerful neighbour this question of defence was important and 
further, in case of aggression what would be the attiti.de oi an im» 
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^ , fsommoiiity in India ? This was an alarming consideration 

I wUl »ot refer here to the damaging fact that the coniiovvtsulwu 
have not yet decided whether, if we were invaded by what is tor the 
moment our most powerful neighbour, one of our great conimuaities 
ought to stand apatt or even to join the enemy. The JVesideiu of the 
last Congress admitted, tiiough in another connection, that the lighting 
classes in India were sharply divided t cm the rest ui the people m 
the country. Remember iis impi cations. 1 warn my iriends ol iion- 
martial classes that the power wmch is now placed in their hands by 
the ballot box will speedily gravitate to the other hands when there 
will be no British officers ana no British troops to hold the balance. 


No Dominion Statut to India ! 

Alter referring to social drawbacks in India. Sir Malcolm HiUey 
said : *' These problems cannot solved by a simple change in the 
form of the constitution. Until these problems remain niuusweivd, no 
British Government however constituted would make any recommenda- 
tion to Britisli Parliament for immediate teipoiisilnhiy and the British 
Parliament will not agree to such a proposal. We should not tlatter our- 
selves with impossibilities. But we do not propose to stand still in 
the matter. We maintain that the objective of the Government ol 
India Act is not full Dominion status but Kesponsible Government. We 
do not deny that the former may be a corollary to the latter. But 
lor present our objective is KesiKmsible Uijvcrnment only. We mam- 
tain, as the Act main ta ns, the necessity oi stages in the riMlnatioo of 
that ideal, and we maintain that the llrst stage of that transit on has 
not yet been sufficiently tested. 

Continuing the Home Member regretted that a seciion of the people 
had stood lUooi from the Keforms and that e\en those who were 
working it had put obstacles either bccau:ic they did not like tlie 
nationality or design or because they found the machine difficult o 
work. The machine was very delicate. it ih prnded on die c '0]>cia- 
lion of ail to work it smoothly. In place ut that there had been 
non-co-operation reaching agaiust the wor..ii)g ol the reformed machinery. 
— wholly for reasons quite extraneous to the scheme itself. 

As to the action \he Govt. pro^KSed to lake. Sir Malcolm said . 
Wc would investigate complaints against the prcKOC ^cbc’rnl* of Govt. 
In investigating difficulties and defects in the actual woiking ol the 
present contilution, we shall consult the Locil Governments on the 
subject. Our object will be to hud the dciccU in the wcrktng of the 
present transition system. It may be that the it'rac*dy will be found 
by advancing within the Act. It may be that we may be able to do 
much by those sections of the Government ol India Act S. lo-A and 
otbeis. Enquiry may show what other changes arc rf*(] Hired in the 
structure. When we send our results for p.cseiuution t<» Pafhamvnt we 
shall ask the Secretary t f State to give every opportunity lor dnu ussion 
both in the legislature and elsewhere before Ihry a>e iiua'ly subinitied 
to Fadiamcnt. This is as far as wc cau go at prcSiot, but unless the 
beat of India is with us, then our lalxiur will be in vam. 


Pt. Motilai Nehru's Amendment 
Pftndit Motilai Nehru moved the lollowiog amendmeot oo bchali o< 
the uewly formed Naliooaist Party — 

* This Assembly recommends to the Governor-General in Council to take 
steps to have the Government ol Jiidia .\ct r# visi^l with a view 
to establish loll Responsible Government m India and lor the said 
putpdse 



134 the legislative ASSEMBLY [dblhi 

(a) to snmmon at an early date a repreaentative Round Table Con> 
ference to recommend with doe regard to the protection ol the rights 
and interests ol important minorities the scheme of a constitution 
for India, and, 

(b) after dissolving the Central Legislature, to place the said scheme 
for approval before a newly elected Indian Legislature for its 
approval and sobmit the same to the British Parliament to be 
embodied in a statute. 

Pandit Mctital Nehru on rising was received with rousing cheers. 
He thanked Mr. Kangacbariar for the welcome extended to the 
Swarajists and he was particularly glad to find that Mr. Rangachariar 
has unconciousJy admitted that he was not far removed from the 
Swarajists, for when referring to the glass door against which he was 
rubbing bis nose and throwing stones he was voicing .what every 
Swarajist bad also been voicing lor some time past and what the 
Congr(;ss ever since it resorted to the policy ot non-co-operation had 
been preaching in the country. He therefore hoped that Mr. Kanga- 
ebariar would be a valuable acquisition to the non-ofiicial ranks. 
Proceeding Pandit Nehru said that the first part of the resolution 
relating to Se'f- Government was unexceptionable. There was a deep- 
searcHl desire for Swaraj and when that desire was genuine and 
proceeded from the natural instinct and determination to attain it, the 
requii'ite lor full responsible government bad] been established. That 
desire for Swaraj bad passed through the ordeal ol fire and had come 
out iin«'Cathed and pure. What Ind ians now wanted was complete 
overhauling ol the Government cf India Act but the Home member 
bad said that Responsible Government could be granted in successive 
stages and by the Ddtish Parliament and that Parliament alone was the 
judge ol the manner and measure of each advance and that therefore 
the preamble of the Government of India Act precluded them from 
making any such demand. 

The l^anciit on behalf of non-ofiAcials in the House declared that 
the preamble was as bad as it could possibly have been dcvi'cd to 
postpone and st file and suppress the natural desire for Swaraj. The 
Government of India Act had done India a gross iojusiice in the 
pieamble and in the subsequent provisions of it which refused to 
Indians full rights of responsible government. Indians asked either 
lor a revision or a repeal ot the act and in saying so he did not 
think they were guilty of any impropriety. In insisting on the working 
of the reforms as they stood, Indians were asking all that was necessary 
to Secure the inevitable establishment of responsible government after 
all the stages mentioned in the amendment bad been taken. 

The Congress had s nee i^«<) demanded full responsible gr»vc nment 
or Swaraj and Sir Malcolm Hailey could nut therefore convince the 
Members in this House by quoting the views of Congressmen expressed 
before that time as he had endeavoured to do. The amendment did 
not ask for complete responsible government to be handed to them 
at once tied up in a bundle* but only slier a Round Table Conference 
had drafted the constitution and referred it to a new Assembly and 
submitted to Pailiament to be embodied in a statute. But there 
should be no conditions imposed on tbe consideration of a Round Table 
Conference— conditions which Sir Malcolm Hai’ey bad referred to. 

Continuing tbe Pandit said '*My proposition is one which has been 
toned down in order to meet tbe wi^lles of non-Swarajists in the 
Assembly. It h therefore a modest request to which there can be 
no possible objection even from Government. We are putting before 
you an honest and fair demand. (Mr. Jinnah : bear hear). It is not 
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tberetoe to threaten us of coaaeqiiences of pn^stiag ihia Oaniod. 
I dont think anything deserves the name of a constitution lor a 
country if the people of that country had no voice m dTatiing It 
The Swaraj party has sought the suffrage of electors not u> en^ge 
itself in the liumdram business ol putting ques^tons and getting 
answers and in the prigress marked out under iiie acts ol ruccessivo 
stages and so on. We have come here to do something wiucli iln* 
Assembly has not been doing so far. Here we have come to oiler yon 
our co-operation, non -co-operators as we are all, il you would agree a 
hear us. (Hear hear). 11 you don’t hear us men 1 say wi cun idei 
ourselves to be men and we stand by our rights an<] couiiuiie to be 
non-co-operators. tHear, hoar). This is no thicat. Hus n no new idea. 
Wo have been working outside the Councils with a dcdiime object 
and that object we have still in view and ho cousidr ibac obiect 10 
be perfectly legitimate. 

Sir, wc have been referred to as a parly ol ilesinicuoii We 
admit we are out to clestory thing i chat are evil Kightly or wiongiy 
we think that the present reforms are a thing of evil. That is wny 
wc want to meet, to hear, discuss and roine to a dehniie conctusuni. 
If you care, well and good. Otherwise w'e agree to differ and thi- 
issues will be clarifiel.'' 

The Pandit then referred to arguments used by Sir .Malcolm 
Hailey and said the ]5ritish i^ubiic was an altogether intangible body, 
something like a wili-o*-the-wisp. indian.s shmi d therefore dcc.vie what 
to do without that extraneous body. The repieseiitadve Koiiiiil Jahie 
must be really representauve. Ihis was an (s^^ntitl conddiun. i.ike 
the Homo Member, Pahdit Nehru also wanted that the best of Ituiia 
should agree to anything that was to be done and that was v^hv he 
wanted that, fhe draft of the constitution snould be c-xaiiiiued by a 
tu w Assembly which would contain the t> st r l Indians. Pandit M'»l4 
lai welcomed the representatives ol Iivliaii Mates into the CuiitereiKc- 
V nless there was Indianisalion of Livd Seivicc* there would be no eud, 
he said, to Hindu-Muslim troubles. Concluding amidst applause the 
Pandit hoped the Home Member would reconsider his observation* 111 
regard to the conditions imposed on the enquiry. 

Only a Departmental KNyUiuy 

The Home Member again explained the Government aiut ide on 
this question. He said Governruent were unable to depart lioiii iho 
principle ol the preamble to the Goveinimm of India Act of it#iq 
which laid down the policy 10 be realisaiion ol n*sponsible Govern- 
nieiit in British India by successive stages. I he Goveri ment 01 India 
would ask the Secreiaiy ol State: to alow lullesc opporlunity f r 
discussion in the Legisliiture and isewhe brlore the propo*.,i; 

linaily submitted to I'atliaiiunt. 

Sir Putusboiamdas *1 hakuidas >- So 1 t.;ke it that it is a depait- 
incntal enquiry ! 

Sir Malcolm Hailey.— That it so. 

Mr. C. Doraiswamy Iyengar in supporiing tl ammendnimt moved 
by Pandit Motilal Nehru withdrew ihe anniidnifiits ol which he had 
• ' nisei f given notice. Oiu* of theie amend was that lull 
sihle governmeut rnu^t be immediaiely given. 1 ht other wiin tn.a 
thcie should be no itoyal ComniistioD. He asiuicd the f-uropi'4H 
Copiiabst ihat when India got nspori.-ibe governnicni Lmo c.»u 
capDa's sunk in li>di.i would be saier than the liioian capital under 
the present Government. Irid an Siafts wou’d be happier when tueie 
was national Govcinment in India. Hiodu-Mu Icni unity was, he said» 
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aloioft an accomplished fact in India. The masses were far advanced 
tD*day and they all demanded Swara{. 

Da. GOUR expressed disappointment at the Home Members speech 
SI herein be had resisted every form of enquiry and had merely sug- 
gested departmental enquiry by the Executive Govt* Sopposing such an 
enquiry was undertaken in earnest what promise the Home Member 
would give that it would not take some considerable time to report 
and by that time ten years would not lapse. He added we have no 
guarantee that this enquiry would lead to anything. 

He next quoted frrm Mr. Montagu's speeches made in the House 
of Cemmons, during the confideration of the last Reforms Act, that 
tramiticD was merely meant to lead to ultimate goal at the eailiest 
possible moment. Mr. Montagu had also indicated that the backward- 
ness in India's own defincc must not stand in the way of grant of 
responsibility. Dr. Gour pointed out the difficulty of formulating a 
scheme by a Round Table Ccnierence in the face of political reactionaries 
like Sir Campbell Rhodes (Laugbtei). He moved bis amendment lavouring 
the calling of a representative convention and his amendment in other 
refpects followed that of Pandit Motila) expect that it omitted the 
reference to dissolution of legislatute. 

Mk. JINNAH supporting Pundit Rebiu's amendment said be would 
not share the opinion of those who considered the Govetnment reply as 
disappointing. He recognised the Government announcement as first 
step in the rcccgoition ef necessity lor revising tbe Government of India 
and instituting departmental enquiry but he differed from the Home 
Mtmber about ilie prccedure. Government's scheme was to be formulated 
in secret chambers ol the Executive Council and it was to be presented 
to the Secretary of Stale before being placed in the hands of legis- 
lature. Ibis was putting the cart before tbe horse. Pundit Motilal's 
amcodment proposed the beft course. If Government wanted the best 
of India to be with tbim they must summon tbe Round Table 
Confeicnee. He ccmplaincd that the Home Member bad raised tbe 
begey ol immediate grant of respoobibic Government. He made it 
clear that they were not aeking for immediate responsibility but 
immediate steps towards that direction. (Mr. Rangacbariar : Hear 
1 car.) The Refoims bad iailcd and necessity lor rev sicn was urgent. 
He look tbe Home Member's words for wbat they meant but his 
difference with Government lay about the methods. He believed the 
method ol Round 1 able Conference was better and be would be pre- 
pared to support if any still better method was proposed. As for 
dissolution of legii^iature. he knew it would mean expense and worry 
and would not be worth the paper on which it would be written if 
electors created by tbe Reform Act did not approve it. He showed that 
the Heme Mcmbtr had quoted him partially and added that reference 
to observation made before tbe Reforms era was superfluous. 

Sir Campbell Rhodes of the Bengal Chamber gave vent to t^e 
Enropean nen-effieial view and Mr. Moir of Madras represented the 
European Services. Both emphasised the right of Britain to be the 
arbiter of India and questioned the audacity ot the Indians to frame 
their own constitution and present it to Parliament. To every demand 
their reply was * not yet.* Tbe two speeches expressed the British 
exploiters* view and were not taken seriourly of by the non-official 
members. 

It was nuw 6 SO p, m* and an tka mggadbm of the Umo Mmber, 
tha dahte was adjoumad to the JSth Fabruarp, 
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Debate on Consdtutional Advance-* contdi, 

ON FEB. 13th, the adjourned debate on Mr. Rangachariar*t Motion 
was resumed. As before the public galleries were again crowded. 
There were eleven speakers on this day. 

After some formal official business the President said he pro- 
posed to arrive at an early decision on Dr. Gour's Amendment in 
order that the other amendments may l-ie discussed. The following is 
Dr. Gour's amendment : — 

**To summon at an early date a representative convention to 
prepare with due regard to the protection of the rights and interests 
of important minorities a scheme of a constitution for India atitl to 
submit the same to the British Parliament to be einbodicfd in a 
statute." 

Sir PURUSHOTTAMDAS Thakurdas set the ball rolling. He said the 
Fefoims presentid a cempremise. but their wciking bud spread dheontent 
not only among the non-co*operators, but even among those who agreed 
to woik the Reloims sincerely. The reasen was that every Indian 

had come to realise that wbativer he might do be cculd not do 

real good to India under the existieg system. At one t'mc it was 
thcL'ght that Indians engaged in commerce ard industry should keep 
away from pclitics, and rcprcfinting that ccmmuniiy he said he must 
explain that if he was voicing on their behalf the feeling that Swaraj 
was alone the remedy, it was because in their cwn tpheie they bad 
also come to realise that there were insuimountab'e walls of big 

European monopolies and cembinatiens on all sides against wtitch they 
had to contend. Moreover, the Hriti^her had not wotked the reforms 
in the proper spirit, in rcccmmcnding further changes they knew 
that law snd order would be maintained. In reply to ilic Home 
Member be assured them that fear ot inlet fen nce with Ih itisli 

commerce was imaginary. Indians would not behave hkc the Whites 
in Kenya ty depriving tbim of (cjual rij^hts of cilirenship, but 
under Swaraj every foreigner in the country would erjoy <qiiai rights 
(bear, beat), but they wculd cot permit any special jnivtleges and 
monopolies. He opposed the idea of a Royal O‘mmissiou. Such 
Commissions never give much and there was already oue Com- 
mission in the country before which the Services wire putting 
fotward demands which the finances of the country could never bear. 
Ibe rcsolutkn of Pandit Motilal bad put forwaid the legitimate demands 
of Indians and even then English members like Sir Campbell l<hodet» 

bad held out the prospect cf military dictatorship or introduction 

cf Martial Law. Was that the lepiy, he a^ked, to the Indians' 

legit mate aspiratiens ? The Government pr< posal lor enquiry h*' 

ebaraetcriaed as baiting and leading nowhere. 

Pandit Malaviys. 

Pkndit MALAVIYA supported Pandit Motilal's propotiton. In 
Reply to the Homo member who had spoken as if India was 
a primitive country, be quoted history to prove that Indiana 
were running excellently their administration before fiiit»sh role. 
Even at present one third of India was rule»l by Indiana and was 
®ot worse governed than British India and subjects of Indan States 
were not worse off than the subjects in British territory. He asked 
them to took to Mysore aod Baroda. The proposition of Pandit 
Motilal wanted a declaration to-day that responsible government 
was to be forthwith esubUsbed in India subject to a period 

18 
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of ten year* or twenty years within which the British most sincerely 
work for enabling Indians to man their army and other services. 
Ever alter India attained Swaraj, British officers would be welcome as 
co-workers in commerce and as advisers in the field of administration. 
He sa'd the complete mismanagement of Law and Order since tlie 
Keforms showed that it should no longer be left to be administered 
in the present manner and without the responsibility of the executive. 
He drew attention of the House that, unlike England, taxation to the 
extent of 41 crores had been imposed since the Reforms while in 
England it bad been reduced. India bad« he saiJ. gone back and not 
progressed because the British bureaucracy would not take the measures 
which would really bring about progress. No proper codege* lor civil 
and military training had been established. The Army Indianisa- 
lion Scheme contemplated a course of hundred years* training! 
Banking lactlities which alone could improve commerce and 
industry were lacking. The Gold and Currency Reserve was 
still held in London. How long are we to wait?— be asked. 
Progress by stages was unjust. India did not want to follow volent 

methods to win her freedom. She wanted to remain non-vi^lent. She 

could not bo violent because she had been deprived of aims and bad 

no military training, but she had shed enough blood in the last war. 

He thought that as a result of the Indian help in the war. they would 
purchase their freedom, but that had not happened. 

Concluding I’andit Ma'aviya said every nation had won its freedom — 
Ireland, l^gypt and a bosr of other nations. India also longed for it 
and meant to have it before relations were further embitteied. He 
appealed to the se^se of justice of the British, who had so long 
kept Indiana out. to admit the justice of their right and give them 
their Swarai. He as ured them that if proper guarantee was given 
and time fixed tor Army Indianisation, indiaus i^ould be able to 
defend their country after that period. 

As for communal dififerences of which so much was made by the 
Home Member, he said that it was Government who had put up the 
Mahoinedans to raise the issue. It was at Lucknow that Indians 
themselves had settled their differences, and now again Indians alone 
would settle it themseives. (This drew loud applause from every 
section of the House, except of course the Europeans). 

SIK BASIL BLACKE'JT, the Finance Member, who followed 
next, began to propound the British Trust tbeoiy. and sa.d 
that somehow the British people found themselves meshed into 
re$}U;nsibility fur India, and thouxb they were committed to grant 
Swaraj, there were enormous difficulties iu the way. Ihis complacent 
theory received a crushing reply later from Mr. Cliamanlai. Swarajbt 
member from the Punjab. 

The S wersjitt V iew 

PT. MOTlLAL*S speech in putting forth the Swarajist view was 
a marvel of sweet reasonableness, and one wondered bow be toned down 
his remarks to create an atmosphere for the acceptance of liis proposals. 
With consummate diplomacy he said there had been considerable change 
in the Giveinment attitude during the last five weeks, and he hoped 
that before the debate concluded there might be more change in the 
government view>poinr to mioimise their difictences (hear. hear). He 
would not diaw a comparison between the past and the present, but 
he knew that India was thoroughly discontented this moment. The 
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reaBOB a as more political than cccnomic. The Gcvoinment stood (or 
the stages outlined in the Government ol India Act, while he belicvt^ 
his proposition represented a compromise between the two exirtmts 
among Indians and it was the minimum that they asked for. They bad 
heard of the theory ol Btitish ttustee-ship. Who appoiutid the 

trustees and wheie was the legal or moral sanction Icr U? the 
British came as tradesmen ana afterwards tcck up goveinineiit, but 
even if there was a trust the time bad ceme when it should be 

honourably and honestly discharged and terminated. India was not 

prepared to tread the path of violence. The whole world had 
pregressed after the var and progress of centuries had been made in 
weeks. It was Ihcrcfoie no use quoting the opinicns given yoars ago 
by Indians. He admitted some Indians were impatient, but his 

resolution was a cempromisc. He was accustomed to deal with law. 

His reading of the Reforms Act was that not a single deciston of 
the House could be enforced agaist the wilt of the executive. Ultimate 
veto was there. There was IbiMeferc no element ol leal respoDsihility 
in the first stage granted by the Government ol India Act. It was 
menly autocracy gaibt^ in paiTamentary form. Hi* said in loo) the 
Czar of Russia granted rights cf citizensip to Russians. )>iit Ik k<pt 
bis autccratic powers unchanged and when asked lor an explanation ul 
Hpressicn the ( zar said he had never given up his own {Hiwets. Ihr 
speaker did not ra}’ that the Biitish Government would also hrhave 
like the Czar, but there was nothing to prevent the British Goveii)' 
ment from doing so and the application of the CTtmiiml J.uw Amend- 
ment Act had already proved it to a degree. Diilrrent nat ons had 
travelled by different ccurscs. India under a cciiiielling necesMty 
was determined to chalk out a way lor hoiself. 

They did not want a Royal Commission. What materials would the 
Commission take into account ? There would be c tlicial and noU'Cilicial 
evidence, one of which would cancel the other and nothing would 
come out. He believed that if theic was a real desire lor change tin it 
vas no need of a Royal Comniissicm. The words ol the Minis! eis 
would cany greater wiigbt with the Crown than any (. omnimsioD. 
He would only accept a Rciind 'I'able Conlerence. " 1 subniit that my 
moticn is put forward without mental reservation. It altords an 
c*ppoitunity to the Gcvernmmt to right itself with iIk people and to 
Ih' people to right themtelves with the Goveirmtnt (bear, luar). I 
am asking to-day for the very ccn/erence H. K, the Vic< roy was 
willing to give in Dccimber 19^1 provided certain conditions did not 
ixbt and these condUicns do not ex st to-day. This wi 1 give us an 
op^iortucity of explaining ourselves to you and you explaining yourself 
to us. 1 believe nothing is more likely to restore: cordial relations 
and to obliterate tbe rad memories of the past as the Conference 
or a conventicD that 1 propose. Every inlnest will be rfprtscnted 
on it, but if the Goveinment spurns our offer we have Ifarni to 
depend upon curselves.** He oppoft*d Dr. (’»our'a motion elirntnating 
the propcaal for a new election after tie Conference drafted the 
constitution. He said it was the pU?dge that the Swarajists bad giv«n 
to the electors and there could be no real constitution which had not 
the approval of the people. 

At thn ftage l>r, Gmr's awendmtnt v>a$ put <ind rejected. 

*Jhe ( Ml nal then adjeurned fijr lunch. 
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Oo the House reassembling alter loncb, Mr. Ramchandra Rao and 
Sir Abdul Quam supported the motion lor constitutional advance^ al* 
though the latter leit that the present Act had not been given a iair 
trial. His kith and kin in Alghanisthan were making rapid progreas 
but the frontier people under the British’ were being neglected. On thin 
Mr. Patel amidst laughter remarked that they bad only to join the 
non-co-operation movement to secure not only reforms but a'so Swara). 

Mr. V. J. Patel 

MR. PATEL who made a very humorous and pointed speech on 
behalf of bis party remarked that the Finance Member had said 
that no body had questioned the bonafides of the Government's inten- 
tion but the Finance Member had ignored the existence of the 
National Congress which had been questioning their bonafid^g year alter 
year. 

Sir Basil Blackett 1 said that nobody in this House has hitherto 
questioned our l>onafide8. 

Mf Patel.— Here I am questioning it (Laughter). The Government 
does not trust us and we do not trust them. Continuing he said 
this was the most opportune time to come to an agreement. The 
Labour Party was now in power. He referred to the amendments 
moved by Col. Wedgwood to the Reforms Bill in the H. of C. in 
XQfQ — that they wanted to grant India full responsible government 
with the exception oi Army and Navy and also proposed the aboli- 
tion of the Secretary of State’s Council. This was what they now 
wanted and he hoped the Labour Party would agree to it. 
Further, Col. Wedgwood had oppoied the Statutory Royal Commis- 
sion at the end of ten years and had pledged in 1919 that H 
four years hence Labour came Into power (which prophecy had 
come true) they would not feel bound to abide by the limit of 
ten years, if India asserted her right of self-determination and 
framing her own constitution. Col. Wedgwood's opposition was 
only silenced by Mr. Montagu declaring that there was nothing to 
prevent an earlier commission. The Congress bad never accepted that 
the British Parliament or the Government of India w^ould be the sole 
judge of India's advance. At present Indians in the Provinces and 

three Indians in the Central Government were entrusted with certain 
portfolios. If they were fit to administer these subjects, why not the 
rest also? In ca^ of the Central Government if Indian members like 
Messis. Chatterjee, Sarma and Shafi. could administer their depattroents 
and be responsible to the British electorate seven thousand miles away, 
why should they not be responsible to the electorate on the spot ? 
At present the Army was under the control of the Civil Cabinet of 
the Government of India. He was sure that when Indians ruled no 
British officer or soldier would refuse to serve merely because ol 

Indian control, and when India bad shed so much blood in the 

defence of the Empire she had a right to expect that in case of 

trouble in the Suture other Dominions would also come to her 
help. 

Sir Malcdm Hailey asked whether Mr. Patel wanted to depend 
on the British troops. 

Mr. Patd Certainly (laughter). We are part ol the Empire. 

He explained Inliy that what we want was Responsible Government 
as an integral part ol the British Empire. He asserted that the 
Reforms a^c a sham. They were out to mend or to end it. If the 
Government co-operat^ with them 00 the Conference, they were wel- 
come, but he could not conceive ol a Round Table Conference without 
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men Malmtain Gmntei. the AU Brother*, aad Moulun Ai*d on 
it— ^ wfttcwcot WQ-Cli ufopped like n boixil>-8hcll od tbi* L^urcpceil 
ineiiitienL ' 

Col. GIDNEY, representiog domiciled Aoglo-Indians. said that lie- 
too stood lor Swaraj but he deprecated undue baste. He made some 
strong and unsavoury lemarks on Indians and empbasisiKl that ilie 
coontry and the masses were not yet fit for seU-Goveinmen'. 

Mr. CHAMAN LAL. the Punjab Swarajist, then made a veiy 
forceful speech and bis exposition of nailed truths had a telling efieci. 
He said:— VVe in India representing as we do the people, represent the 
millions of India. The workers and the peasants and the middle 

classes claim that the time has come when the British Government 

should give complete Dominion status to India It is said that we 

people have no mandate behind us. May 1 ask the Hon blc the 

Home Member whether be or h'S Government have got a mandate 
behind them ? Ihey have the mandate. 1 dare say^ o* machine guns 
and howitzers and Lewis guns and aeroplanes, but we have the man* 
date of the people, the suffering f)cople. behind us and it is because 
of them and it is because it has t>een repeatedly exp essed not in 
one Congress but during the last seven Congresses that the {K*oplo of 

India are fit for Dominion status that we demand that status for our 

country. Referring to the British trust tbi'ory, be said : 

If British tale is a mere administration. 1 think it is a failure. 
If it is a Government, it has no sanction behind it. if it is a trust, 
1 say it deliberately and sincerely, it is a fraudulent trust. 

Turning to the gradually increasing poverty of India under 

Kuropean exploitation, he said ; Is it not a fact that the gradual 

impoverishment of India is leading to constant and unceasing famines ? 
J‘'rom the nth to the i8th century there were fifteen f.<mines in 

Indii, all local, 3 famines which were aU general, but that in the 

hundred years which were covered by the luth Century there were 
31 famines in India, all general, and it has been computed that 
nearly 40 million lives were lost through starvation during the last 
half of the 19th century under Briil-h rule! 

Concluding he said: 1 appeal to llcyn'blc Members opposite to 
remember that there are 7 graves in the city of Delhi. They are 
the graves of seven vanished empires. There is snot her gravr ready- 

made gaping wide, the eighth erave. Let that grave be the grave 

of this system, and across its ruins let us stretch out our liands, 

the common people of India and the common people of Great 
Britain, in friendship and fellowship, bearing the message of the brother* 
hood of man and peace among the nations. 

Maulvi Abol Kassim and Mr. Goswami of Bengal then made short 
speeches. The former was against Swaraj and raised the Hindu* 
Muslim bogey which had official approval. He lefcrrcd to the Benial 
l"act which the Hindus of Bengal, he said, opposed. Mr. Ga!«wami 
controverted Mr. Kassim's statement and exposesd the policy of intriguers. 

Jt being new 6 p,m, the debate war adjourned to the 2dth, 

On FEBRUARY 18th the House was again crowded to hear the 
conclusion of the adjourned dctwite 00 Mr. Kangaebariat's motion. 

The first speaker was Mr. Bepin Chandra Pal who pressed for a com- 
mittee of two-tbiids of the House to outline a Self-Government Bill 
which the bouse turned down. Capt. Hira S ngh and f^dar Bomaiiji 
Oalal next spoke on the of Govt, opposing any constitutional 

advance. Then the House adjourned for lunch. 
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SIR SIVASWAMY AlYER who spoke next held the floor lor 
oeatly ao hour acd made a most lelliDg speech, demolishing the 
grourds put fotward by the Home Member. In supporting the 
resolution of Mr. Rangacbariar be did not brush aside the aigu- 
menta of the Government Member but be did not think there was any 
necessity for the subtle distinction made between fesponsible govern- 
ment and Dominion SelbGoveinment. The Liberal Party, had never com- 
mitted tbemselvea to the position that responsible govetnmtnt must be 
realised in any specific number of stages or in any definite period oi time. 
There was therefore no strength m the argument oi Sir Malcolm 
Hailey that the demand now put forward was is excess of what was 
demanded a few years ago by the Indian politicians. If the demands 
put forward a few years ago had been accepted by the Government, 
there would have been some sort of a pact which they should not violate 
by any hasty dcniacd but such a thing bad not happened. Ibe non- 
co-cperatois* attitude during the last three >ears was not any indica- 
ticn cf jncapacily to wcik the Rcfcims but dissatisfaction with them. 
That feeling ol dissatisfadicn cogbt to be removed. He said : ‘‘My 
(xperkree cf the woikicg of tbe Refer ms has been quite satisfactory. 
1 found there was genuine sympathy and desire on the part 
of the Gcvirrment to woik the Reforms. Our trouble has really 
been with ile authorities in England who interfered in season 
and rut cf ua^(D to turn down the policies accepted by 
the Gc veirmcnt cf India ilsell. To quote only one instarre, there was 
a series oi rtfolutirns moved three years ago and accepted by the 
Geverrment ot India in the direction of Indianisation of the Army but 
most of them were turned down in England. If Government shew a 
libeial attitude* by admissicn cf Indians in tbe higher ranks oi the 
aitiiy, we shall aUo be prepared to shoulder our responsibility not 
cnly for the dcftccc cf India but for tbe defer. ce of the British Empire 
also in cases of need.'* 

Prcccfding, Sir Sivaswamy empbasked the necessity of devisirg a 
suiiabie machineiy to suggest a solution of the miDoriti(;s questicn. 
Rtprercnlat ve Geveirment bad always been recognised as a transitional 
rtage icwarr’s rifpcnsible geverrment. hcsjonsible gevernment was in- 
evitable. Why then prolong the agony of travail towaids it hy 
Gcivc inmcnt persisting in not removing tbe causes of bitterness and 
distrust which sapped tbe moral foundations of tbe Government? He 
said : '*1 value the experience, skill and business knowledge of 

Englishmen and consider that British conneclion is necessary if the 
country is to be properly developed. I therefore entreat the Govern- 
ment to convey the wishes oi tbe .Assembly for further advance. 1 
am not in favour of a Round Table Conference, became the result of 
its deliberations is not likely to prove acceptable lo the British 
Parliament. 1 do not believe in a departmental enquiry. But 1 stand 
for a Royal "Commission”. Turning to Pt. Nehru and his yrarty, he 
said : *T do not believe that tbe process of obstruction or paralysation 
of Government will help us. If obstruction is lawful and constitutional, 
certification by the Viceroy is equally lawful and constitutional. 

An attempt was made by the Government whips to get some nominat- 
ed and reactionary members of the Muhammedan and tbe Sikh community 
on the plea ol safeguarding minorities. Tbe roost weighty speech 
CD the Muhammedan side was by Mr. Muhamed Vakub who being 
one of those who drew up the Lucknow Pact knows the Hindu- 
Muslim problem full well. He said at best the Muhammedan 
sfeskeis had merely utged delay, but would dealy mean that 
Multmmidsns in the ioteival wonld so lastly multiply as to out 
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namber Hindus? This, he said, could not be possible even tf they had 
the mudmum number of wives. (Laughter). He said the presient pe.ty 
commooal jealousies were due to the limited scope m service, but as 
soon as Swaraj was established these would disappear. He showixl 
how Sir MaLolm Hiiley had agiio played the game of 'divide aud 
rule' by remiading Muhammedaus that the Hindu majority might 
tyrannise over them and by telling the Hindu that Mutiainedans 
might join the Afghan invaders. He assured mat .Muhamemdans who 
could tight the Khilafat army could easily light the Atghau army to 
defeud the freedom of their Mottierlaod (.Applau>e). 


Mr. RANGaCfiARIAR IN Kevly 


After a few more speeches Mr. Kangachanar ros/ to reply. Me 
said that he knew tuat the Engl. ah race was obstinate, but obstinacy 
always yieldtxl to reason. What the Indians wanted was luit ilie a latn 
thing but the roil substance. Ho complaioel mat cue pr;}uriit li ivcru- 
moat of India Acr was not an honest road to so l-ti Indians 

rciused to be treated as children to be school il lu successive siagt- oi 
responsible Government. Regarding minori les, he said tuat the Parsers 
came to this country even be ore the English and they were given 
I'lcir share of protection in Iniia* The same trcatineiit would be 
given to Mahoinmedaos. The Mihominedan subjects in the liitiiari Siaie 
of Kashmir under a Hindu Kaja were free and the Hiudus under the 
Ni/.am of Hyderabid were also free. lliere was no oUi i way of 
getting over any of these tears than by the introvluctiun ol rcpfC' 
btmtative institutions. 


If they trusted the In lians the latter would trust them. As Lord 
Carmichael pointed out in the ilebate in the House ot Lords, the 
Kirop.an capitalists besides attending to their own business in itidu 
ought also to have attended to the business ol tins counUy by join- 
ing the people and working for the coaim on vvelUre, 1 he demand 
of the nation was that the Crovrrnment ol In lia Act should be icvis- 
t l with the object of ensur.iiK responsible Government, lie suppjrtea 
i*nyop'-n metlKxl of enquiry in winch the inu-lli«enU.a of the counuy 
would have a voice, whether it was a Cuummiee or a uonler.iiue or 
a C-iTimission ora Convention, but he wunteil an open en.iuiry wiiti 
the set purijose. namely, that of eusuriOR rspons.ble Govciument. if 
>t was the general desire of his fneods that they snould press lor a 
Kound Talde Conference then be would gladly accept it. 


The Government Ketly 

Sir Malcolm Hailey then addressed the house for a long time. 

The major portion of the speech was iliucli l to create disien.ion, 
among Nationali^s and as il not siti.hed with pitting some nominated 
Mohamedan and Sikh membera against popular “ 

laboured at great length to draw t ■« hn« between Lilwraium and 
S varajism and thus to divide the vote-. Hi* 
csverjd and he had therefore to face a regular volley o 
whenever he misquoted or misinterpreted a .Vo- 

*he bogey of the demand for -immeiiaie 
nient and bad to be reminded thrice by .Ir. J . 

and Mr. lUngachariar that they mean noii.ing of hi^J. As Mr 

bbanmukam Cbetty anil Mr. Rangachariar put * ^ ^ to cwsuits 

...p. “ .""'I X , r-- Bu. » 
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Poadit Motilal't ameodment began to quote the October manifesto of 
the Swaraj Party and declared that the Swarajists therein stood lor 
tbs immediate grant of responsible Government. "Was'nt that so'*, he 
asked, **aDd if so^ could Liberals vote for such a proposition along with 
the Swarajists"? He even suggested indirectly that the Swarajists were 
oot«witting . the independents. 

A VOLLY OF iMTBRROPTlOaS 

Pundit Motilal took up the question and showed amidst loud applause 
that while the Swarajists' as a Party would not budge an inch from 
their programme, they bad for the purpose of carrying other members with 
them agrccxl to tone down the Swarajist demand in (be Assembly. 
Sir Malcolm Hailey then shifted bis grounds in another direction and 
began to argue a different line again with the object, of snatching 
Liberal and Independent votes. He said the conception of a hound 
Table Ccnferencc to change the fundamental law of the land could 
not be acceptable to Parliament. No British representatives would sit 
cn Such a commisr^ion. Why ? — asked Mr. Sbamlal Nehru, and the 
querry was unanswered. 

He next began to show that the conditions in South Airlca, 
Canada and Australia when they framed their own constitutions held 
no parallel to the conditions in India. But here again he found that 
on every point Pundit Malaviya contested his proposition. He had to 
leave this abo and next attempted to appeal to the Mubatnedaos 
by declaring that Pundit Malaviya had urged the Hindu boys to 
organise physical force against moslcms. Punditji again intervened and 
thoroughly exposed the falsehood. 

Government's Net Offer 

Having failed to divide the Nationalists on the many false issues 
and tempting baits. Sir Malcolm then laid down the Government 
propoMtion, this time with the full authority of ** His Majesty's 
Govctrimcni'', i.e. ot the Secretary of State. He opposed every 
proprsition before the house and maintained the attitude he had takeri 
lO the ^th. To those who had hoped to get something from the Labour 
Govt. Lis pointed reply was that be was autboiiscd to say that 'a 
change of hotrasmanabip could not change the course of the ship of 
statesmaaship.' 

He said: We have again considered the position very carefuMy and i 
am anxious to empbas se that / in what 1 say I speak with the full 
authority of His Majesty's Govemment. We still hold to the g:enerai 
position 1 took up on behait of tile Government. Before His Majesty's 
Government arc able to consider the question of amending the const!- 
lulicn as distinct from such amendments of the Act as may b«‘ 

required to rectify any administrative imperfections, there must be a 
full investigation of any defects or difficulties which may have arisen 
in the wot king of the transitional constitution now in force. Neither 
they nor we would be justified in considenug ebaogea in that consti- 
tution until they were in possession of the full information which our 
Investigation will place in their hands !t our enquiry into the effects 
of working of the Act shows the feasibility and possibility of any 
advance within the Act, that is to say, by the use of the role-making 

power already provided by the Parliament under the Statute, we are 

willing to make recemmendatiena to this effect. But if our enquiry 
shows that no advance is possible without amending the coostitotion, 
then the question of advance most be left at an entirely open and 
separate issue on which ibe Government ia in no way committed. 
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•'i 2?*“®^^®^!***®. **“* B»e eoqttity wiU not be 

•"«.»***■ ”®! ^i!?®v *n qiite of ^ m have do^ 

Btill teema to be ibe Govenmeiit ol Indiana fate. W‘e are cleat 
te oir OW© coomcace. We moat look to biatory lor ioalice which our 
cootomiKirariea dcoy to ns aod 1 have no doubt that history will endorse 
our own conviction of the consistent honesty of our purpose and 
reality oi our efioris, but it ofienda even more against my s^sc of 
joatice that this cbatge should be brought against English people who 
have initiated and fostered Liberal institotiona throughout the world. 
Aa tor myself I do not believe that where Indian policy is concerned 
a change ot helmsman can mean a diange in the course of the ship 
of statesmanship. But 1 again apeak with full aothoiity when 1 say 
that I have noted with great concern the distrust showed by advocates 
ol constitutional reform regarding the good faith of His liaieaty’a Gov* 
emment and am sincerely convinced that the only hope for a satis* 
factory solution ol the problem of the Government of Indis lies in 
pursuance of the policy adopted in the Government of India Act and 
set forth in its preamble. They associate themselves with the Indian 
parfy of constitutional progress towards responsible Government, but 
they believe that this aim can only be realised if that party will 
co-operate with the Government in enabling the Act of i(>t 9 to hv 
administered as cfTicir ntly as possible in the interest ol good government. 


At 6-30 P.M votes were taken on the different propositions. The 
House divided and carried the amendment of Pandit Motilal Nehru 
for a Round Table Conference by 76 votes to 46 votes. 

TIm* folliwiiig 70 iTu^tiibcrs vutoil fur PaiKlit Motiln? {4iu4‘n<inu'ni — 

AYKH— 76 

l.atnuclmnrlru Ihto. lUingacliarmr, liarcJmmtrai VihiiiitituA, V, .1. 

Sir rur^hoitaiiKla^ TbakurdnH, Mr. M, A. .Itutiali, T)r. fl. S, Uour, ('haiMlm 

Tal, A. Hangu^uaiiii fyeiigur, Malimo<bi S. Scli»iiiiia<i, Vi>iikatu|)iithi Itaiu, U. (\ Vnyi, 
K, V, Rediii, .Shniiiiiukani OluHy, IitiraiKwarni Iy<'i»gar, X, c\ Kt^ikar, IC. ftaiiwi 
Iyengar, Hadn»iv» lUiar, llr. S. A. K. .Ic’ani, Mauivi Syt’tl Murfnxti, Mr, K, K, 
Nambiyar, I,)i. il, Loliokare, Mrvt^r?*, 1>. V. Brlvi, Jamiia^^laH ^ieiita, Sarclsr V, N. 
Mulaiik, Bfer>.<.i>i. KuNturbliai linlbbai, H. I’. Koy, S. r, Uhewo, Amur Nalh iHMt, I*!, 
s. K, Datt n, Kaxim All, Khwaja AImIuI Karim, M. Iv. S, Bhui; Maung Tok Uyi, 

Mauiig Mrvfori^. Sanibti Mayyal Minra, K. V. Abliyaiikar, (iiiviiul liu!*, 

O. N, AfH'y, Samitiilah Khan, I'aruHi Madau Malaviyn, i^iln ifuib< Uuj, 

ftaha rjagar Singh Boili, Mr, K. Hyih^r, I'aiulit Mniilal NVIirii, l4ila l»u»u 

<*haru1, Mr. Ambika I'raMul Sinhn, Sliyumn C’lmran, raialit. Shurnlai Nt'bni, Nuwub 
(Kmail Khan, K\ S. Ranga Iyer, Dr. Kri^lnMi J.a) Nehru, Ml. Chnman fAt, Sardai ftutub 
Singh, N. M. .loMii, Mr. (luya Pruiiyid Singfi, Pamiit Nitakanth Da*, Mr. Sarfray. 
iluMuii Khan. Mauivi Muhaniitja\l SImrt, Mi'wiv, B, Da#*, Mali PiSAad l.al Kumui, 
ttajanaiul Sitihu. Tievaki Prubud Sinha, Nurain Dan, Pandit Krishna Kani Mahiviyu, 
Pandit Harkaran Nath Mista, Haji Wajihmklin, Moulvi .Muliainmail Vakub, Vunut 
Imam, Sbeikh Sa<lH| H.'iwin, T. H. Phukan, Mr. Alimed Ali Khan, l\ K. niafi*lra, 

Mian Abdul Have, Sardar Kariar Singh, Lala Pyare I.a*. 

N<>i;h— is, 

Tim Coilowiiig agaimt Pandit Matilal N^diruV anarndm-in --sii 

Kraaer, Sir .^Wai^waiiii Iyer, Mr. Wilw>ii, .Sir Mr, M«ir, satilar 

H. A, Data), McaKiv. IVrcival, rwkf. Dunk, Darcy Lindwiy, M. Shamr^'U/'Xidia. Turing, 
M, M. SawarUi, X. M. Diitna«ia, Princst Akram Mtumaiii, All MutJtamman 

fhaiidhuri, fVMalltv, W, Xag, Fleming, Co!. Owen*., Hti«tr>fiijl Faridtjonji, Sir 

Heniy Staiiyan, G. H. Clarke, A. C. Chattery^?, Sir Bwiil Blatrketf, Sir t liar leu Inmp, 
Sir Halcolin Haikv, Me^r*. Holme, Calwrt, Board*, TrrtieiHiatn, PafWiiii*, IBdicy, 
fhiUoT, lliu.hbr<*ok ‘U'ilHama. Sir Meiiiy Moimrk^f Smith, Mr. Bunion, Nawsh SU 
^Ihcsds Aldwl Kavam, Mfw*r». H, N. singli, Allen, Filolwr, tlbuiam Bari, Cap*sifi 
Hira Bingb^ t aptaiu .Ajab Khan, Manlvi Ablnl Ka«*m, Cot. Gkiney, CltauiBmri 
Fabawal Baksb ami Mr. fkll. 
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M^(b) THE LEGISL ASSEMBLY 

The C o u r 8 e 6 f t h e D e b a t e 

Mter lull 5 hours’ debate the Assembly thus passed Pt* Molilai'i 
amendment on Mr. Rangacbari's resolution demanding a Roond Xabl# 
Conference. The 3 day’s debate which has since become historie marked 
the 3 phases of development of the national demand, and the 
frantic attempt of the bureaucracy struggling, by its time-worn 
method of playing one section of Indians agamst another, once mote to 
stem the nat onalist tiJe. On the first day, i.c , on the 8th, Mr. 
Rangachadar's motion was made in quite a formal tone. Bat the 
important speeches were those of the de facto and oB jure leaders 
of the House viz., Pandii Motilal Nehru and Sir Malcolm Hailey. 
The contrast between the two was remarkable. Sir Malcolm did nothing 
more than enumerate the worn*out and exploded excuses of the 
Government for withholding Swaraj ya from the people of India. Speaker 
after speaker from the popular side stood up with cogent argo- 
meats and apt quotations and thoroughly exposed the hollowness 
of excuses which the Home Member put forward on behalf of Govern* 

„ menc. The Home Member iouod them unanswerable and consequently 
his concluding speech was a stiikingly miserable failure. It was indeed 
provoking when instead of answering the speakers on the other side be 
tried to raise new and false Issues by quoting random passages from the 
speeches of some of the iiopular leaders— old, long forgotten speeches 
which were irrelevant to the issues raised in the debate. He was repeatedly 
interrupted by the members and notably by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 
When thus the members arrested his beating about the bush, he bad 
no other alternative than simply reading the statement he was authorised 
to make on behalf of Government and concluded his speech with an 
appeal which hardly concealed the threat involved in it. 

Pandit Motilal's speech on the first day was the very reverse of 
it. He had to entreat no one. He did not waste liis time in an- 
swering academic aigumeuu with academic replies. He placed before 
the House the situation and the position oi his parly which was 
responsible lor it. He did it in clear and uomi>takablc terms. So 
that when the long-drawn diacussicn came to its close he had to add 
nothing, to take back nothing, and to explain nothing from what he 
bad already said. 

Tbp second day i.e., the ijth, was the day for minorities and 
vested interests. Mr. Dumasia, Nawab Abdul Quaiyum and M. Abul Kasim 
opposed both the lesolution and the amendment on the ground that 
mim>rities may suffer. But their objections had been anticipated on the las 
day by M. Mohamed Yakub. His speech was the shortest, but the strongest, 
aim received the longest ^eere and acctamaUoos from the nationalist 
benebes* The most telling part of hts speech was whether the minorities 
were ever going to be majorities, and would they on that account 
poetpQBe Swaraj ? Col. Giooey voiced the Anglo-Indian nrnoriiy. But 
but by iar the most impressive and outspoken speech was Mr, PatePe. 
For a time he made all lorget that it was the Assembly and npt a 
public meetiiig. The main puipme of bis speech was to give the. house 
in generM aad the Gavernment ill particniar a clear impreseibn of 
what was in dEie Mr outside the Council Chamber. 

In the piaee ol the calm* busiiieei^like but determined speechre of the 
fith, the e p eb ch ee ol the noo^iffictal Xndiane were passionate, rhetorical, 
declamatory but somettmes lismg to real etoquence as in the case ot 
Mr. Chamanlal who caMvated the Houae by his manner, though not 
by hit matter. If Sir nrehottm Bandit Maiaviym heated up 



octate on constitutional ADVANCF. , ,,rc) 

the H Mr, Patel inhered in the tempest. He threw ov^rh^aTri 

^ suavity of his chief and thundered 

abondil^y. Most of the speeches of the Independents w^re a vicorou^ 
dwotfctetioo of British policy io India, and toe con«quln? ne^ tor 
SiAar^. It was left to I^ndit MotUal to restore in some measure a 
peaceful atmosphere. He refused to dive into past history, recent or 
remote. He was concerned with the present constitution which lei t the 
Executive snpreme. and that it must be ended by Sell -de tormina 


At this lime three schools were contend mu for preference amona the 
Indian poliUcians: one advocating a Royal Coramisaion. another a Round 
Table Conference, and the third the National Convention. The Swarajists 
preferred a Round Table Conference, because it conformed to the prindple 
of self-determination, and at the same time gave a place to Govern* 
ment in it. The National Convention conformed to self-determination bur 
did not find place for Government. The Royal Commii^sion violated 
selLdetcrmination. The Independents would accept with a good j^racc 
a Royal Commission, which will do the work in a more bu^tnessdike 
manner and be more acceptable to Parliament, and if proper evidence 
be placed before it, d would give almost all that they wanted. They were 
willing to forego the flattering unction ol self-determination, provided they 
get what they want. Hut those that advocate the National Convention 
and a Round Table Conference put as much stress on the niothod as 
on the results. 


On the third day i.e. the i8tb, Mr. B. C. Pal moved hii amend- 
ment. It recommended instead of Round Table Conference, a convsn* 
tioo ol 2/3 niembers elected by the Assembly and 1/3 noiiunated by 
Cmvernment. The S(>eech was excellent, but when it came to voting 
no voice was heard in favour of it except the mover*8 own. The 
amendment was lost and the House quickly forgot it. 

Mr, Rangachariar*s concluding S|>cech was the same b.h h>s opening 
speech with certain consequeiitinl verbal changes. And then rose Sit 
Malooim to give the final verdict of the Govt, if Sir MaUolm’H 
offer 6f departmental enquiry was bad enough in ail conscience, if 
become more so when be announced that it was ibe deliberate view ol 
the British Government, and that too a Labour Government. But the 
worst feature of the whole debate was his method of delivery which 
was in sharp contrast with his speech 00 Ibe first occasion. He left 
behind his serenity, bis friendly mnd i>ersuasivc tone and, regardless of 
consequences, he rushed headlong in Inll armour on a career of des- 
truction of tbo enemy, using all bis marvellous skill, knowledge and 
debating power to inflict crushing blows on bis assailants. It was a 
desperate and unashamed effort to break up the unity of the Nation* 
altat party, by holding up to scorn the shifting of the Swaraj tit posi- 
tion from that contained in the manifesto of October last, the weak* 
ness of the Independents in succumbing to the pernicious iiitbieuces 01 
the Swarajists, to fan the smouldering flames of communal dissensions, 
in short, to divide the oppositioo along all possible lines of clrsvage 
and thus to defeat it. The conclusion of the debate left ftie 
already distrusted Coveroment further discredited, the feeble Liberals 
and Independents in despair and despondency; and the powerful Swarajists 
in humiliatioD and bitterness resolved to march on to desperate action 
regardless of consequences In the matter of smashing up the House. 



Other Legitl»tive Busioete. 

Co FEBRUARY nth the An^bly met to discuet biik. 

At qoeetkm time it was ,eitcited that since the Refotms hddltioiihl 
taxation to yieid Rs. 41 crores bad been imposed ) 

On the motion ol Mr. Jinoah a Setect Committee was appcdoted 
on the Bit! raising the age of minor girls from sixteen to 18 ysam/ 

Sir Malcolm Hatley then introdnced a Bill to amend the 1 , P. C. and 
Cv P. C. for the purpose of adording greater protection to persons 
under the age of eighteen yeais. Sir Batii Blackett's Bill to amend 
the Income-Tax Act which was introduced on the lit February was 
referred to a Select Committee. 

Sir Charles Innes moved for the consideration of the Bill to amend 
the Tariff Act introduced on the 6th. 

Mr, Dumasia proposed a Select Committee which was agreed. 

Indian Passport Act. 

Mr. Howell moved that bis Bill amending the Indian Passport Act 
which was intended to penalise those who stayed beyond the period pres* . 
cribed in their passports be taken into consideration. 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar, Chief Whip of the Swarajya Party, regretted 
that the Government had not moved for a Select Committee thtmselves 
on such a Bid. He said that the passport authorities had been abnaing 
their powers and Mr. Horoiman was being kept out of India not under 
any law, but because the Passport Officer refused to give him pass. 
Although in the statement of objects and reasons mention was made 
only of aliens, the wording used in the Bill referred to **any person." 
This measure was liable to abuse. 

Pandit Sbamlal Neliru said that the Passport Act might have been 
required during Ihe War but it should now be repealed. Alany Indian 
members opposed the bill an i there was a strong Suspicion that the 
Executive was uot acting bona-fide. r k 

Mr. Jinnah supported the opposition, and pointed out thalj qlen an 
Indian, if he was contidered undesirable, might not be allowed oom» 
to India. 

When the motion was put to vote, it was rejected by 72 votes 
against 4|, The debate had taken an unexpected turn and a good 
number of members who voted against were noticed discussing the posi- 
tion in the lobby. 

Mr. Shanmukhan Chetty suggested to the Government that the BH 
Shotdd be withdrawn and re*int reduced. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey pointed out that the Honse bad not taken > 
advantage ot the Goven»meot*s reasonable attitude to postpone tb^^ 
oontideration of the Bill, but in the spirit of sweet reasonableness (laughterK 
he would agree to its '‘ withdrawal. ^ 

On FEBRUARY nth the Assembly met for non-ofiiciai resolu-ions^'^Of 
which several were hbt moved at all. Questions were asked on the cott 
of WaK^ristan campaigni on the Gurdwara Committee and bn the 
retirem^ of tiff Indian Secretaty to the High Commissiunef; Mr. 
Bboie, to ^ which only evasive replies were given. 

Mr. Kabiruddin Ahmed moved That ali important ques lbot pot by 
non-ofiicial members on subjeots over which the Governor-General -in- 
Coiinctl had control and snperintendsDce be answered by Government 
Members in this Aasemidy alter ph^tniDg smoessairy Ihloitnation imm 
Provincial Governments. The resolution wsi pot and idc^ed wi^ot 

chvision, Gov^ment of^msfaig* 




^ TO HBSOLXmONS 1^5 

Rftilwmy Paasengert. 

^ HfipKiiUia mxt moved: **TWs Amembly recommeods to the 
to direct the ReUmy authorities Ihrouehout 
ladii CD adopt the following measures for the convenieiire of Indian 
passeiigeri: (a) Increase of the number of passenger trains where neces- 
aary to avoid over-crowding; (b) introduction of intermediate classes 
where not already provided; (c) adequate provision of water-men« both 
Modtms and Hindus, on small sUtions to provide water on every pas- 
seiner train; (d) provision of Hindu and Muslim refreshment rooms in 
all principal stations where not already made; (e) provision of inter- 
class waiting rooms for men and women, respectively, on all prindpiU 
stations where not already provided. 

The resolotion was put and carried, Government opposing. 

On FEBRUARY 14TH the Assembly met for oon*officlal resolutions. 


Mail Contracts 

Mr. Ramschandra Rao moved : This Assembly recommends to 
the Governor-General-in*Counctl that in all contracts extending over 
period of years and creating a public charge, actual or pros|)ectivc, 
entered into between the C^vemment and the Companies with an 
English or an Indian domicile, for the working of State Railways, or for 
conveyance of mails by sea or for the purpose of telegraphic or wire- 
less communications, a condition should be inserted that the contract 
shall not be binding unless it has been approved by a resolution of 
the In Han Legislature. 

Mr. Rama Iyengar supported the resolution which was put 

and carried, the Government opposing it. 

A resolution moved by by Mr. B. C. Pal that all provincial subjects be 
transferred was adjonmed siub dib in view of the constituttonal point 
involved. 

« PuRCBASB or Stobbs 

, 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah moved : This Assembly recommends to the 
Coveroor-Genefal-ioXoancIl that in future tenders lor any article required 
for any Department of the Central Government should be called for 
in India and in Rupees and the Stores Department at the India Office 
eoly should be maintained in such strength as would enable old contracts 
to be worked oot. 

Mr. Wilson, representative of the Associated Cbamberi of Commerce, 
moved that the following proposition be adopted in the place of Mr. Jinnah*s 
tesoiation : That the present system of stores purchase for Government's 
requirements is not m the interesu of India and should be done away 
with at the earliest possible moment, that in its place sbonid he 
tostitnted a system of rupee tender for delivery in India with the pub- 
lication of resttlts in every case, that this new system should be ad« 
mialsiiated under the t opervision of the Government of India by a 
of qualified officers, and that arimngements should be made in 
Indio lot the fuqiiisife test and inspection of the goods purchased. 

Mr. JinnMi accepted the amendment of hfr. Wilson and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was carried without a divistoo* 

Gebbtimcs to Labos Party 

Mr. MohiuBmad Vakub moved recommending to the Govemof-Oenefat 
In Council to convey the greetings of the House to the Ri. Hon* 
and other members of the new Cabinet on thstr 
ndvent to power. The lesolntion was carried with applause. 

■■■ ' 1 ^ .. .. 



the legislative assembly {Mf 

Ncm^Qffidal Resolutums 

Oa Fobraary 19th. the Assembly met to discoss noa«official resolatioas. 
most contentions among which was one demanding the return of Mr« 
Horniman. 

Mr. KABIRUDDIN AHMED moved that Government may take steps to 
give gradual effect to the following:— 

MS. KAainUDDlN's QOVT. PACT 1 

1. In a province Urhere the Mahomadans are in a majority they 
will get 52 per cent and Noa-Mabomedans 48. and 

2. Where the Non-Mahomedans are in a majority they will get 75 
per cent and the Mahomedaos 25 per cent of representation in both 
the Indian and Provincial Legislatures and Gavernment services as far 
as possible. He quoted in extenso the Bengal Provincial Pact and the 
Indian National Pact in support of the principle embodied in the 
resolution. He advised the Government not to stand on prestige and 
pleaded on behalf of the accepted minority* The resolution was modest 
in as much as he did not think that it should be given effect to at 
once but gradually. Mr. Kabiruddin compared the Muslim population 
of each province with that of other communities and pointed out 
that the ngureshchad mentioned were justified. 

Musum OpposirioN. 

Mr. Mihomed Yakub opposed the reso'ution and remarked that the 
Assembly was not the proper place to draw up the Pact. The question 
was very thorny and intricate and he mentioned that the Bengal P^ct 
had been opposed not only by Hindus, bat also by Mahomodans, for 
instance the Mahomedans of his province (U. P.) were opposed to it. 

He said the question could be solved by drawing up a National Pact. 

Mr* Kabiruddin : 1 don't want the National Pac^ I want a Gov> 
urnment Pact. 

Pandit MOTILAL NEHRU pointed out that the resolution passed by the 
House yesterday by a decisive majority laid down that the question 
of minorities be considered among others by the proposed Round Tabic 
Conference. After passing that resolution the House would be stultifying 
itself by adopting Mr. Ahmed's proposal without discussiug it in a 
Round Table Conference, The House had voted for the Conference 

which it thought was the most effeciive means of settling communal 
differences. Government liad been given time and full opportunity to do 
the right thing but if the Government did not respond he assured 

Mr. Ahmed that he and bis colleagues had a way to do the right thing . 

independently of the Government. He assured him of his fullest ^ 

sympathy and also that the Round Table Conference which must soosj 
take place would also decide tliis communal question satisfactorily, la 
his letter addressed to Mr. Mahomad Aii, Mr. Gandhi had made It 
perfectly clear that he was going to give his life to Hindu-Muslim unity* 
Many great men bad tried to solve this question, but it was Mahatma 
Gandhi alone who had brought the Muslim lion and the gentle cow oi 
Hinduism together. That was only for a short time bot he behaved 
that if the Government bad not interrupted thj process by incarceration 
of Gandhi, Muslim unity would have been accomplished as a lasting 
pact. He assured that an honest, mneere and strong effort would be 
made in their Round Table Conference to meet tlie li^homedan point of 
view. He was a firm believer in Hinduism, but also yielded to none in 
his admiration of the Church of Islam. 

Inspite oi desperate attempts made by the Govt, wbips. there was 
no enthusiasm, even amongst the Muslim members to support Mr« 



IDEIIlUSO w MR. HORMIMAM’S RETURN *47 

iGkN^liia's ianind resoluti^ «ad 00 the moticm of another MutUnt 
mimpit Mr« SaiainDad« the resolotton was adiourned sl&e die. 

BB8OLUTIOIIS WITHDRaWM 

ibih next resoliition on the agenda stood in the name of Mr. 
DORAISWAMY lYENGAR urging that the i8th of March, the day of 
Gandhi's incarceration, be declared a national holiday, but when called 
upon by the Preudent, he did not move it. 

Next came Mr. Rangachariar's resolution which was withdrawn alter 
the Home Member's announcement that Govt, would remove the bar 
against the appointment of vakils as permanent H. C. Judges and that 
the existing proportion of the civilian element would also be dianged 
in the light of the reports of tuc Le Commission and the Bar Committee. 

Removal of the Ban on Horoiman* 

When the Assembly meet after lunch Mr. Y. J. PATEL moved that all 
restrictions in the way of Mr. B. G. Horniman to return to India 
be removed. The mover said Mr. Horniman was a lover of liberty of 
persou, ol press and speech, the three inalienable things on the face of 
the eartli. He was deported in times of panic in the year 1916 under 
rule 3 of rection 2 of the Defence of India Act but the grounds 
were not specified in the order at the time. But after a month of depor- 
tation Mr. Montagu stated in the House of Commons that the reasons 
were two, namelyi that the Bombay Chionide of which Mr. Horniman 
had been the Editor had published ceitain false ntws regarding the 
use of soit-nosed bullets by Hti^ish troops during the riots in Delhi 
and th«tt the l>aper was distributed free rmong the troops in the 
hope of exciting disadection. But the Board oi Directors of the 
Chronicle" repudiated the allegaticns. Mr. Hoiniman tri<d bis best 
lor an opportunity to disprove the statemeiits made by Mr. Montagu 
but no oppoituuity was given and when Mr. Horniman sent a letter 
\o Mr. Montagu controverting the statements the reply came that the 
House of Commons was not the proper place to deal with the letter. 
When the Defence of India Act ceased to be m force six months 
after conclusion of peace the Secretary ol State would not recommend 
an order of passport being given to Mr. Horniman to return to India. 
It appeared that the Secretary of State bad absolutely given h m^clf 
up in the matter but in answer to a series of questions in the House 
ot Commons Mr. Montagu later replied that the question of the return 
ol Mr. Horniman was one within the discretion of the Governmeot 
of Bombay. Now Sir George Lloyd bad gone and Sir Leslie Wilson 
had come m. His Excellency had already since his assumption of office 
given satisfaction to the people of Bombay Presidency and of India 
by the release ol ^'avatkar, the solution of the Borsad Satyagraha 
campaign and the release of Mr. Gandhi. The people of India of 
every shade ol opinion demanded that Mr, Horniman should be a\lowed 
to letum. 

Sir MALCOLM HAILEY* in opposing the resolution* said that 
there was no order of deportation in force against Mr. Moroiroan. Alt 
that was required was tf;at Mr. Horniman should oDfain a passport for 
coming back to India. There was no r<8tnctton on Mr. Horninian's 
liberty in England* The sole restriction was on his returning to India* 
Mr. Horniman was deported for the whole course of his cocduct of 
the ** Bombay Chronicle" for a series of months. Several speakers had 
described Mr* Horuiman as a lover of India, lover of liberty etc* 
Sir Malcolm was not there to justify the order of deportat'on because 
that Older was not now in question nor was this the proper place to 
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tke meiito wd deoiwto «{ Mr. tTimiiab‘i wm dtif t of Om 

dSr^^SriMS tat 

ta LopdoB. Tile cew «h nov with the SentHiy of S t ef e 2 
trie teWm deii^ed on each advloe m benright^ta to tte poitaott- 
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^taMporteotborfttawfflnatondly o^^^ the GovXiSt ^b^eta 
ue Govanunent of BomlNiy aiid on the recomnsieiidatioa of thfwi 

Owenunwti the Secretary of State efoold decide, but Ihelr advice wee 
mt bliidita. "In the past we had been oonaalted aad we Md C 
it WM undetifable to allow* him to return. That it still oor viewa 
bat we attach the greatet importance to the opinion of the Govem- 
ment of Bom^y a^ if they believe that there It no danRer of public 
safety in allowing Mr. Homiman to return then we shall support their 
view. But at present the opinion of the Government of India 4 b that his 
retam will be dangerous. The decision rests with the Secretary of State 
and our duty is only to recommend 

Mr. M. A. JINN AH reatetted the attitude taken up by Sir 
Malcolm Hailey who was only quibbling on the points, ne order * 
of deportation came to an end as soon as Mr. Horniman Wt 

the shores of India and now that Mr. Horniman was in England 

he was not allowed to return even after nearly five years and for 

this they resorted to the discreditable method of preventing the 
passport being issued. You refuse to try him but you make 
allegations* you deport the man and you don*t issue the passport 1 
say, no civilised Government can justify this position. The Secretory 
of State has put forward two allegations which are absolutely false 
As regards the allegation of distribution of papers to the members 
of the army 1 say a greater lie was never manufactured. 1 
challange the Home Member to prove the truth of the statement. It 
was a lie manufactured for the purpose of justifying deportation and 
yet the Government in India think that Mr. Horniman is a dangerous 
man. It is the biggest blot on your administration in India and on 
your sense of justice and iair-play. 

Pandit Malaviya described the action of the Government as a 
piece of melancholy meanness. It was derogatory to the position of 
the Home Member to put forward such a miserable plea as he had 
done, it was an abuse of power to deport a person without any 
charge and without giving h^m trial and yet refuse permission to return. 

Mr. Chamanlal described the speech oi Sir Malcolm Hailey as 
frivoloiis. Replying in the House of Commons Mr. Montagu had said 
that the dedsion of the question rested with the Governor of Bombay 
This reply was not consistent with the statement of the Home Member 
that it rested with the Secretary of State. He challenged the Home 
Member to prove the charges levelled against him. 

Mr. Jinoah ; Why not prosecote him ? 

Sir Bfalcohn Hailey;— We prefer not to do it. Now, Sir, as regards bis 
return, if the Bombay Govt, thinks that in the altered situation to<day or 
henceforth Mr, Homiman's retnm to India would not be a danger thmi we 
shall be guided by thet opinion because that would be the opinion of 
those responsible on the spot. 

The rssolution was put to vote and carried* Government not claim- 
ing a division. 

Supplementaiy Demands 


The Assembly met on the aoth Pebiuaiy to consider Supple- 
mentary grants. The SwarajUda were absent and the House was tbin. m 
BASIL BLACKETT moved demands for supplementary grants smounting to 


SUfl>LEMBNTARY DBMANOI 

au **“* *•»• PrMentaHo* of th«M imUMf# 
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by ^ amottot, but that uader cerUm spacific beads mS^S 

WCMM ^ estimates. He assured tbit tbe saviags ‘aaw^^wr 
heMS wouU oouater and balance tbs ex^as io others, and adUbC^Zt 
t to dw aands plae^ before the Assembly had bseo agreed ttf itr tiie 
StattUim Fioaace Committee. Tbe Demands for supplemaatay grants 
^discBMhm?'^ ”****” *»eads, only a dozen of which idaes aa^eoted 

The first item debated was the demand for over Rs. « lakis for 
Ihf » Departm«t. It was pointed out by Sir Hasil Blackett 

that the four laJch cat made by the Assembly in respect of this Depart- 
ment could not bs realised. He emphasised that when the Customs 
duty wu high, trade was more liable t> devise means to evade tbe 
duty. Extra vigilance on the part of tbe Customs authutities was the 
only remedy, Ha assured the House that the extra expenses would 
resnit in a very large return to the revenues, watch might otherwise 
De loit. 


Mr, Ramchaadr^ Rao next raUel the question of the iNDO-BUROPdAM 
TB^otiPB DXPARTMBNT under which head a demind for Rs. i.oi.ooo 
had been put forward. 

Sir Purshottamdas and sonii other meubsrs complainel that the 
pipsrs in connection with the various demands wore given to them vary 
late and they conld not possibly cximioe the proposals satisfactorily, 
and that the remarks given on the papar suppliei in explanation were 
very inadequate. 

A^tef explanation) from the Hons an I tbe Fininco mambars the demani 
was passed. 

Dr. Gour moved a cut of one lakh under gbnbral administratiom 
under which the Government hid been ab’e to give effect only to one 
Ukh reduction out of the five lakhs proposed by the Assembly. Tne 
iMoance Member explained that the Government bad already retrenched 
under this head to the extent of six lakhs, as rceommandeJ b/ the 
Inchcape Committee, and one lakh additional, aiil that thsy could not 
reduce more without injuring ths work of the depirtments. lOr, Gour, 
thereupon, withdrew the motion. 

Tbe debate next centred round the cut moved by Ms. Ramachandra 
Rao under the head *. Miscellaneous* and raised tbe question of the ap- 
pointment of the judicial DBLAYS COIIMITIBB. 

Mr, Duraiswamy spoke at length in criticism of its appQintmont 
He said that the Government had done the whole thing in hurry. 
The Viceroy announced his decison to appoint tbe Committee wbaa the 
last Aisemb!y was dying and actnally appointed the Committee six days 
before the new Assembly was to meet. He objected to this procedure, 
and maintained that the Standing Finance Committee and the Assembly 
ought to have been asked to consider tbe advisability of its appoint- 
loeot. He was anxious that delays in justice should be removed, but 
felt that the procedure adopted by the Viceroy was thoroughly wrong. 

Sir Malcolm Hatley expUined that tbe Committee was uodertakiug 
most beoefident public work. He pointed out that the opinion of the 
Standing Pinanoe Committee and the Assembly bad not been sought# 
uue to the fact that tbe last Assembly had be^n dissolved and the 
new one hid not yet mst But he recognised the prioeiple that iu such 
the opinions of the Standing Committee should be songht. 

Mr, Ramaclmadra Rao withdrew his resolutinii* and the demand 
vas passed. Alter Innch all tbe other gmnts were pawed. 




iio tHE tEGIsiutlVE 

, Tbe Legislative Assembly rrassembled on aist Febrntry to cdoslte 
the introduction of six non^cial blUs and the sitting lasted less tkaa : 
an Jiour. 

Mr* RANGACHARIAR introduced the Bill to provide that when 
fire*arms are used lor the purpose of dispersing an assembly preliminaxy 
warning shall be given< He explained that after the Punjab occurrences 
and firing in Madras and elsewhere it had become essential to regulate 
the use of fire-arms and to provide against indherimioate firing by the 
officers. He said the necessity for such regulation was recognised by 
the Government who accepted in part Mr. Sastii's resolution moved in 
tbe Couocil of State in August 1921. When a bill was presented to the 
Assembly, the speaker and others had given notice of amendments. 
Government thereupon dropped the bill altogether. He recalled that 
he again raised this question last year on tbe occasion of the amendment 
of tbe Criminal Procedure Code, but as tbe section relating to tbe subject 
was not in the bill, his amendment was ruled out. He bad now put it in 
his present Bill. Some people might think that this Bill was not adequate 
and others ho!d that it was more than adequate. This could be discussed 
later in detail. 

The operative clause of the bill runs : 

(1) Fire arms should be used only if such an assembly cannot be 

othciwifle dispersed and no fire-arms as a rule should be used except on 

the written authority of a Magistrate ot the highest class available on 

tbe spot, provided that when immediate measures should be taken to 

prevent imminent danger or injury of a serious kind to the public, 
the sciiiormost officer or military officer present on tbe spot may give 
the written authority instead and the same shall be communicated to 
the nearest magistrate forthwith. 

(2) Bciore the assembly is fired upon fullest warning should be given 
by all available means to the assembly that unless it disperses within a 
given time it will be fired on. 

(3) The person given the authority to fire shall be ordinarily given 
such interval between the warning and firing as be considers sufficient 
in all the circumstances of tbe case. 

(^) A full report of the occurrence shall be made in all cases when 
such assembly is dispersed by the use of fire aims to the nearest first class 
magistiate within 24 hours of the occurrence and such report shall be 
a public document 

(a) if the person is himself a first class magistrate bis report shall 
be made to the Distiict Magistrate and if the persen is a District 
Magisuatc his report shall be made to tbe next higher authority. Any 
})er8on injured by the use of fire-arms or any parent or guardian, husband 
or wife ol a pet son killed by the use of fire-arms may make a complaint 
against any per£on for any oficocc committed by him by reason ol any 
act purporting to be done under this chapter. 

Indian Registration Act. 

Mr. KAMA IYENGAR moved for introduction of a Bill to amend 
the Indian Registration Act. Ihe Bill was introduced. 

Age of Consent. 

Dr. GOUll next introduced a bill to raise the age of consent from 12 to 
14 years. He said the age of consent has been raised to 16 in Egypt and a 
similar proposal was also before the Hou^e of Commons. He admitted 
that tbe last Assembly had rejected the proposal of Bakshi Sohanlai, but 
i ho principles of the bill had found favour. 

Mr. RAMA lYEMGAR asked leave lor inuoduciog the bill to amend 
the Evidence Act with a view to lucUUate administration of justice in suits 



• tH? JAltO MASSACRE ADJOURNMENT 

tdatilK to mortgi^o boaii by ameodtug se^tioa iii. Sir Henry Moacrief 
Smitb abowed tbe Bill was not necessary and the House refused by 
introdb^oQ 15 votes to 34. 

Tba next bill stood m the name of Mr. Neogy to amend the Railwav 
Act. But he did not move it. ^ 

Religions Trusts. 

Dr. GOUR introduced another bill to make provision lor b^stter 
mani^ement 01 Hindu religious and charitable trust property and for 
enmnng the keeping and publication of proper accounts in respect of such 
properties. Dr. Gour explained that the provisions were in accordance 
with the Muhammadan Wakf Estates Law eaactei Ust year. 

The Asiembly mst next on the 25th February for uncial business. 
S.r Charles lanes introduced a bill to ameni the Sea Customs Act in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Iniian Fiscal Commission. 
S.r Basil Blackett then moved that the report of the Select Committee 
on ths Indian Coiiage Amendment Bill be considered. 

The jaito Massacre Adjournment. 

When the hour struck 12 Pundit Madan Mohan MALAY lY A asked lor 
permission to move adjournment ot the House to discuss the occurrences 
of the 21st instant at Jaito (Nabha). occurrences which, he said, had 
resulted in the death ol a number of His Majesty's subjects variously 
estimated between 14 and 150. That deaths took pUce was undeniable 
and that firing was resorted to by ofhoers at Jaito was also undeniable. 
The question then was as to how the firing took place and how was 
It that numerous deaths had occurred. To consider how the situation 
arose it was necessary to go back to the previous incidents. 

Taking Cover under Rules. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey wanted to know purely on a point of order 
whether this adjournment motion can be moved because the occurrences 
took place in an Indian State territory. 

The President pointed out that under Rules 12 and 23 of the Ruios 
there could be no discuss! jo cither by way of resolution or by motion 
lor adjournment on a matter affecting tbe relations of His Majesty's 
Government or the Governor*Geaeral-in>Councii or Goveruor-G;^acral with 
any Prince or Chief under the Suzerainty of His Majesty or relaiing 
to the afiairs of any Prince or Chief or to the administration of any 
Indian teriitory. Pundit Malaviya could therefore not move tbe 
adjournment, but the President was prepared to hear Pundit Malaviya. 

Pundit Malaviya : — Sir, I am not discussing a question relating to 
tbe administration ot the affairs of an Indian tciritory. 1 submit that 
the death of so many of His Majesty's Indian subjects is u matter to 
be considered by this House and the Government ol India. I wish to 
confine my proposition specifically to the incidents at Jaito. if i refer 
10 any prior incident it is only to explain connected incideni. I do 
not go into the question of the deposition of the Maharaja of Nabha 
on its merits or to say anything regii'diog the administration which 
has been substituted in the Nabha State, but 1 hope any member of 
this Assembly is eniitled to raise a discu.s&ion on this extraordinary 
affair relating to the death of several of His Majesty's Indian subjects. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey on a point of order again said that the rule 
makes no dilierence between ordinary administraiion or any incident 01 
an extraordinary nature aiising in ihe couise of the administration of 
an Indian State. 

Pundit Malaviya May I ask the Hon'We tl»c Home Mranber il Mt. 
W illiam johostoa is an officer of tbe Goverament of India and secondly 



U li# cme toil^ two d^ U^ Hfccwwe ioolc ai 

otte to lito iiii^^ of Ifulia* 

^ JohiiftoD is an Officer 

€k)V«iifiB^t oi^ i^ oow actiiig as the AdmiitiitfatcMr of iIm» 

Nmbha territoiy* He has irom time to time taksii iastmctiona htm the 
Covaihmeiit o( India. 

* Paodit Malaviya :<-*l>ld be come two days before the oceaneace 
took place ? 

ffir Malcolm Hailey He was in Delhi some days before. 

President The Hon'ble Pundit has not satified me that he is 
within the rights in asking ior permission. 

Pundit Malaviya 1 want you to consider whether the role is meaut 
1o cover an extraoidinary case like the occurrence on the aist at Jaito, 
1 submit that the rule does not debar consideration of such a serious 
situation where the Ptince has gone out of bis State under an arrange- 
ment with the Government of India and where the Govemmtet of India 
have appointed an administrator of their own who Is acting under the 
instructions of the Government of India through the Home Member of 
the Viceroy. Moreover the incident involved the deaths of His Majesty's 
Indian subjects who reside not in an Indian State but in the British 
Territory or the Punjab. 

Mr. Kangachariar —I want to know whether it could be the 
intention of tbe rule that such a serious question could not be discussed. 
The circumstances do not refer to ordinary administratioo, 1 ask in 
view of the seriousness of the situation whether the rule should not 
at once be modified. 

President :—! would ask the Hon'ble Mr. Kangachariar (Deputy 
President) what he would have done if he had been in the Chair. The 
rules are both wide and explicit and this is not a subject which can 
be discussed on the floor of this Home. 

Members Walk Out 

Tkartvpon Pundit Maltviya eolltcled the ptpeis before bim end whhdrew 
from the chember followed by Swerejiele St ledepeodeau. 

Sikh Grievances 

PEBRUAKY 26TH Witnessed another succession of defeats for the 
Goveinment when the conditions of the Sikhs in the Punjab was raised 
m debate; The Swarajists attended in full strength to lend their sup- 
port t^ikb giievances and the debate was very lively. 

Sardsr GUIAB SINGH moved that a Committee consisting of two- 
tbiids non-(fficial elected membeis of both the flomes of the Indian 
Legislature, and one-tblrd officials be appaii^ to enquire into the 
grievances of the Sikh community, and to ief^t on the Akali move- 
ment. He traced the history of SUmiem dnd the origin of the present 
troubles* He laid that to the Sikhs theiir Gqpdwaras were more precious 
than even Swaraj^ and the extreme feligiqni lervor of the community 
could be imagined by ibe fact that under Ifbghul rule, a Muslim General 
went to the Sikhs with the Koran in one hand and the sword in the 
other* and the Sikhs chose to be killed rather than be converts. The 
Sikh religicia was haled on demoeri^C principles. It was only under 
British rule that Irresponsible Executive Officeis of the Govemmeiit 
began to ^croach apo& Sikh rightl, and the carwi instituted in Law 
Courts brought no juaEce against ihismimageiiient by Mabants. It was 
only a Isreign fiovernmenL^^^^^^m by irresponsible. Executive Officeis 
which tolerated the continnince of sudi misnuinagem^t, and the 
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M GndMUM tiy the mtadMas «l Mi^ta. Th«n 
^ ^ ^ “• ** 5 *^* <»**«■«* *>r th« Gjira.k».Bi«h aSfrir. wUn ^ 
SW|i^^iul -foMiaed non-violent* The GuEdwam Prabandhak CommlthMs 
andf^i^M Aitali Dal had been MgaoUied with abeolnt^y no poUt'tcel 
aaotl^ bnt solely lor the purpose of telonning Sikh shrines, and 
cesmi^ the pef^rmaiioe ol proper lighu and ceremonies. But the 
$ih^, who bad looght the battles el the Empire, were rewarded by 
fepretiioii. 1,300 of them were wounded and 51700 were imprisoned in 
connection with the Guru-ka-Bagh afiair alone. The Sikhs bad, however, 
preserved perfect non-violence nnd^ the gravest provocation. It was 
therefore an utter lie to say that thnST went armed to Jaito, and that 
they fired. The Sikhs who had remained non-violsnt under much 
graver provocation, could not resort to violence at Jaito. So far as 
the Nabha sfiair was coucerued, be asserted that the abdicatimi of 


Ibe Maharaja was not voluntary, that it was brooglil about by 
intimidation and intrigue with a view to give a blow to the Sikh 
Pantb. The Gurdwara Committee stood for religious freedom and could 
tolerate no interference with this right in respect of the Gurdwara at 
Jsito. The genuineness of the movement and its religious and non- 
political character could be judged by the support it has obtained 
from the loyal, retired Military pensioners and the Sikh Sadhus. 

M. Abul Kassim strongly objected to the reference to Muslim 
General but Mr. Onriab Singh refuted to withdraw the statement. Mr. 
Calvert, the Punjab official, then rose and gave the view* point of 
the Punjab Government. 


Dr. Goor's Ambndmsht 

Dr. GODR moved an amendment leaving the personnel and proportion 
of officials and non-officials in the hands oi the Government. He said 
that Mr. Calvert had admitted that giievances did exist and that the 
Punjab Government had failed to find a solution. A case for an 
outside and independent tribunal was thus clearly ettablishnd, and the 
matter could better be considered iu the placid and calm atmosphere 
of the Central Legislature. 

Pandit MALAVIYA said that the Guni-ka-Bagb trouble was due to 
an official who created the trouble. He said that Mr. Calvert's state- 
ment WAS wrong and that the Gurdwara Committee bad been recognised 
by ihe Punjab Government as representative of a large section ot Sikh 
rdigions opinion. The Gurdwara Committee had natural sympathy with 
the Maharaja of Nabha, who bad been deposed, and the Committee 
asked for nothing more than the publication of the facts justifying 
such action. Further insult was offered when the Grantht was forcibly 
removed from the Jaito Gurdwara while he was performing the Akbaod 
Path. The Gurdwara Committee took upon itself the duty of 
regulating the despatch of Jathas to bold the Akhand Path. The 

Committee bad, under the inspiration of Mr. Gandhi, and teachings of 

their Gurus, fuHy followed and enjoined non-violence. Recently, Jaatba 
of 500 started towards Jaito to perform the Akhand Path, which had 
been interrupted by force. A Government notification stated that only 

50 people could go to tbe Gurdwa.a, and they must return immediately 

after the Akhand Path. On learning this decision of the Government, 
Mr. Jodh Singh ol the Gurdwara Committee wrote a letter to Sir 
Jirtin Mnynnrd. the Home Member, niging iu the intereats of avoiding any 
further ^widening of the golf between the Government and tbe 8ikha». 
not to interfere with the lellgions perfoimancks, and to impoae no 
ceatriotion on the nnmber of thoae performing it and the tbne the 
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^amwny took, Poadit Milaviya askod ivbat right die OomattoBt kiiAt 
and oMor what law it acted* m pattl^ reatrietboa on veligfona Ireadoin? 
The reaolt waa that firing wat reaorted to. It liad been alleged that 
women had been improperly handled* and that tome dead and wonodad 
were burnt and removed to an unknown deitination. Pandit llalaviya 
asierted that the Government ahonkl have left the Jatha to enter Jaito* 
becanae it would have remained non-violent, and even if it had become 
violent after entry* the Government had forces at their command to 
meet violence. Bat the acene enacted by firing against innocent and 
non-violent people waa a aecond JfiiLLlANWALA BAGH, and diagracrinl 
lor any civilised Government, He hoped that the House would sanction 
a Committee to enquire into .the whole problem of Sikh grievances and 
the brutal action of those at Jaito and of those who guided their policy* 

Sir MAIXOLM HAILEY then opposed the motion on behalf of the 
Government He prefaced his speech by saying that whatever observations 
he would make should not be taken as in any way prejodicing the 
course of action he might have to adopt elsewhere (as Governor of the 
Panjab). The Sikhs had shown great courage in the service of the Crown. 
There was no one who would not have sincere respect for the real 
devotion of the S^khs to their religion* although he believed that lu 
some of their manifestations of their religion they had sometimes gone 
beyond the principles of good citizenship. Proceeding, the Home 
Member reminded the House of the several phases of the movement 
which led to the present situation in the Panjab. The movement was 
only of recent origin. Most of the shrines were in the possession of 
Mahanta* but there arose a reforming party among the Sikhs which claimed 
to oust the Mahan ts* who had been for a great number of years in 
occupation* and whose rights were actually good iu law. The reformers 
showed irritation at the delay in the aettlement of the number of cases 
then peudlngi and they even claimed that the procedure provided by 
law was reitrictive. As regards the Golden Temple* it was first managed 
by a Committee* the head of which was nominated by the Government. 
For many yeara the Committee did good work, but after some time* under 
the influence of the Reform movement* the Sikbs wanted to have 
greater control over the temple. Government were perfectly prepared to 
withdraw from the Management. As a result of the aegofcUtiou* a 
Committee of thirty persons was nominated. Even this did not satisfy 
the Sikhs, who claimed 175 members 00 the Management Committee. 
Then came the Keys affair. The Goveroment* not sure of the exact legal 
poslilon» theiefore. brought a friendly suit in order that the Law Court 
might decide the proper possession of the keys and the responsibility of 
the management. That was all * nothing more. 

The next phase of the Sikh movement was in respect of th^ 
Guru-ka-Bagh* where the Mahant wanted the protection of the belonging 
to the temple. There waa no judicial proof that the action of the 
Mahant was due to the act of the Government Officials. Sir Malcolm 
Halley deplored the beatingi* but* he eaid* they were courted by certain 
people who ought to have gone to the CM\ Courts for claiming posses- 
sion of the laada. 

Then the movement tnmed in reepect of the abdication of the 
Maharaja of Nabha. This abdicariou waa the reaolt of a jndiclal 

enquiry in a diepute between Rahha and Patiala. It waa in this 

connection that bodiee of men organised by the Sikba went to Jaito* 
oetenaibly lor rnUiioua purposes* At the same time, the Pcabhandak 
Committee had annouifbed that it was their intentioo to work Un the 

restoration of the Maharaja of Nahha* But as the Nabha State had 




<5R|EVA]N€®S''V; 

«asBtewtntioa. It «u tii« dntjr of the Gavom^ 


^ ^*®*®“^**^* Jto prevent any polittcal demoastrationt either 
ior tiifc^toratim ^ Mah^a or agaiait It, The Governmnit in 
no w#e#reveiited the holding of i^igtout meetiogSo hot only souaht to 
prevofli^olUical dmonetratieiis. That was why they allowed bodies of 
fifty plnons to finish their rtiigiout observances and leave the territory 
alter itM cfsreiiionyk For the purpoees of a religions ceremony, nine 
peisoQi were enough, and yet the Goverament allowed so msny as 
fifty. No odier order was possible. *« I wish to mtke it dear that 
these were definitely the orders of the Government of India. We did 
not leave the matter to tihe discretion of the Administrator. We told 
him that he must, if possible, avoid the nse of force. We had snc- 
cessfnlly avoided this all these four months. We made it quite dear 
to the Administrator that if the attempts were made on the aist to 
break the cordon, to rash throngh the Police or the troops, then he 
most use such mioimom force as is necessary. That was before the 
Jatha was to arrive at Jaito on the 21st, but the occurrence has 
now taken place, and they will form the subject of judicial proceedings. 

Sir fiialcolm Hailey deprecated the appointment of any Committee 
of Enquiry by the House. Nevertheless, the Government of India 
would consider in consultation with the Punjab Goverament whether 
it was not possible to find some better machinery within their powers 
ior enabling the Sikhs to state definitely their claims and their 
grievances, and if possible, to find a solution in co-operation with the 
Government. Concluding, the Home Member said: ** Let me add that 
there is nobody in the Government who is an enemy of the aspira- 
tions of the Sikhs. There is no one who does not wish the old feel- 
ing of confidence and trust between the Government and ^e Sikhs to 
continue.** 


Amended Resolution Passed. 

Sir Gordon Fraser favoured Dr. Gour's amendment. Mr. B. C. Pal 
warned Govt, of the effect of the Sikh unrest. Mr. Pilcher gave the 
die-hard Anglo-Indian view-point. After Sir Malcolm Hailey and an- 
other had spoken, the resolution; as amended by Dr. Gour, was 
passed without a division. 

Release of Sadar Kharak Singh. 

After lunch, Saidar KARTAR SINGH moved for the release of Sardar 
Kharak Singh, ex-President of the Gurdwara Committee. He said 
that Sardar Kharak Singh was a noble old person. One of his offences 
was the manofacture of Kirpans lor Sikhs, which was a quite lawful act. 

Pandit Malaviya said that Sardar Kharak Singh was the Presiient 
of the Punjab Congress Committe.* and President of the Gurudwara 
Committee, wd such a person was convicted on the most fftmsy 
grounds that be dedared in a speech that the British should serve as 
*Bardas' (meaning slaves) of Indians. He said that the word used 
must have been *bandas* (meaning servants of the public). Even if the 
word *Baida* bad been used, could it be a serious offence to say that 
under Swaraj tbe British should be servants and not masters? He 
i>aid that for this flimsy qffence, Sardar Kharak Singh got three years. 
He regretted that the case was not defended. He did not agree with 
the Noii-CoH>pecatoxs In not defending cases, although he realised that 
the Non-Co-<^ieratofs* decision was not surprising, ^r the perversion 
snd net failure of justice in the cases which had been defended. Ha 
further pointed ont that the limit of injustice was reached when 



Sfttdir Kiiartk Sftiigli ftnd ottien iMhrt bedl filM 
moiitht* impriiooiiHmt lot refoatl io five up wautag iho Wade 

9lr Makoltii Hsil^j taldag Pandit Ifidavipa^t facts, olMerved Unit 
nrliativsr the word vied by Sirdir Kharsk Suigh be, wlMtlier tt was 
Baoda dr Batda, the aodistiee to wbom it was addretasd oofiild Mt 
bairs imdetMobd It as tteaoifig public seripaots, and diat made all tl»e 
diffefsoce. The Heine Member said tbat he wontd msk lor a report from 
the Pobjab Government on the subject. He could give no guamnOae. 
but be would consult the Local Government whatlM they considered 
desirable the remimion cl the 'remaining sentence. 

The resolution of Mr, ICartar Singh was passed by a majority. 

Release of Hasrat Mdhani. 

Mr. SADIQ HUSSAIN then moved for the release of Mr. Hasrat 
Mobani by the remission of the sentence. He said tbat Mr. Hasrat 
Mdhani is one of the noble and trusted sons of India, and that his 
only ofience was tbat be wanted freedom lor his country. He pointed 
out that Mobani bad urged a change of the creed of the Congress at a 
time when the Muslim feeling was very much strained. He pleaded for 
a policy of conciliation. 

Mr. Abdul Haye said that by imprisonment the Government could 
not reform Mr. Mobani, nor could they prevent the spread of the 
idea) advocated by him. 


An Amendment 

Mr. Doratswami Iyengar said that there were wide differences 
regarding the kind of Swaraj India should have, and if Mr. Mobani 
defined it in the Congress and as President of the Muslim League 
as political independence, this should not be construed as an ofience. 
He moved an amendment urging unconditional release, rather than 
remission of the sentence. 

Pandit Malaviya also supported the motion. He did not agree with 
the MauUna's cre^, but he held him as a true and honest person who 
was incapable of bribing a warder, for which alleged offence he was 
now undergoing imprisonment. 

Sir MALCOLM HAILEY pointed out tbat Mr. Hasrat Mobani bad 
urged the establishment of a parallel Government and guerilla warfare 
to kill the enemy wherever you find him". Moreover, Mr. Mobani had 
defended the Moplas’ acts, and had condemned the Hindus as aiding 
the British in the war against Moplas. Mr, Mobani bad fully defend- 
ed himself before the Court, and the Judges described bis speech as 
gross sedition. He said tbat but for his breaking gaol discipline and 
bribing the warder, Mr. Mobani would have been free to*day. He 
aympatbired with and even respected those who went to gaol, because 
they wanted to uphold a course dictated! by their consciebce, and then 
abide by gaol rules. But he warned that those who went to gaol 

or broke discipline did great harm to the country by spreading 
the spirit of iudisciplioe and corruption, which, if flowed un- 
checked, might result in the break«down of the gaol administration. 
He pointed out tbat the Government had done a great deal during the 
past two years to Improve the position 'of political prisoners, and 
warned the House against voting for the ^release cSt one who was remain* 
ing in gaol not for a political offence but lor breaking . gaol rules. 

The amended SDotion of Mr. Doraiewamy Iyengar for unconditional 
xeltate was put to vote and airrM dei|^te Govt: opposition 



THE GOVERNMENT OP INDIA’S 

Budget for 1924-25 

Speech of the Finance Member 
DELE1^29TH FSBRUAHY 19U 

In )ntrcc]ucing ike Budget for 1924-25. the Hon. Sir Basil Blackett, 
the Finance Member, said : — 

Sir, 

If precedent had hecn followed, I should cot now be c^en ng my 
Budget. It has been ihe practice in past years for the financial 
statement to be made on the morring of the ist ot March, and to be 
followed immediately by a motion lor leave to introduce the h'inance 
Bill. This year. 1 propose to introduce the Finance Bill on the ist 
of March as usual: but 1 make my financiai statement to-night out 
of regard for the convenience of almost every one concerned, except 
perhaps the Finance Member. The commercial community will be glad 
of the opportunity to study the budget announcements overnight 
instead of in the middle of a busy day; and 1 am also glad to 
afford some slight relief to the devoted band of ofhcials who, on past 
occasions, have been kept at work all night in order to bring a new 
financial statement safely into the world in the inoining. I am told 
that a record is being created in the presentation of the (ioveinnient 
of India's Budget on the 29th Februaty. But tlie clioicc of I'ebruary 
291)1 has no significance except that it happens this year to ho tlie day 
fietore the ist of March. The suspicion that to-day was chosen iii 
order to enatile ns to impose taxes, which arc annual faxes, until 
the 29lh February 192H is, 1 hasten to assure the Mouse, uulounderl. 

2. 1 had occasion a year ago to lament that 1 could not give 
exact figures for i(>22-23 and had to be content with wliat 1 dcj-ciiled 
as nothing more than a second guess, on the basis of nine or ten 
month's figures of what the actual out-tiiin would be of the Ihidget 
lor the year then about to close. I bad e\en better reason than I 
knew for this complaint. 'I’he figures which 1 then gave for 1922-23 
showed revenue at a total cit 121 crores and expendiiurc at a total ci 
* 3^1 crores, leaving a deficit of i;] crore.s. The actual tigmes show that 1 
over-stated the deficit by no less than 2^ crores. Kevenue amounted 
to 1 21 41 crores and expenditure to 136-13 crores, leaving a deficit of 
i3’02 cn»res. The impioveinciit was mainly under the head of Military 
f'x pend it lire, where, in addition to other minor imj>iovements, a sum oi 
£800000 provided as the Indian share of the cost of di.sbanding sur})liis 
troops was not, in the »n<l, utilised. In view of this important 
'Uflereiice between the reviseti Jhidget figure, to which some proimiirncr 
fn given in the annual Budget btalenicnt and the. actual cut-turn, winch 
urceives practically no publicity, there will be bound iij> and (irtiJalcd 
with the Budget speech a comparative table showing the actual out. turn 
for each of the last ten years, which will, J think, be convemmt 
-o those who desire to study cur finances. 

3. My inability to present anything more than a second gutss is 
^ytn more vexing this year than it w’as a year ago. Last year, un- 
happily the only question was how large the actual deficit would be . 
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tliif year it may well be that the progreee of revenue and expenditoie 
in the last two months of the year make all the difference between a 
surplus and a deficit on ordinary revenue, in every year but two of 
the last ten years the final out-turn of the year has proved more 
favourable than the revised budget estimates have indicated. 

4. The Budget estimates as finally settled a year ago provided 
for a surplus ot St lakhs. The estimated revenue amounted to 134*90 
crores and the estimated expenditure to 134 09 crores. 1 warned tte 
House more than once that neither on the revenue nor on the expenditure 
side could the figures in the budget estimates be counted u^n with 
any great assurance. Tt^e revenue figures were arrived at in a 
spirit of some optimism as to the prosperity of trade and commerce 
not altogether justified in the light of European conditions, while the 
expenditure figures assumed that we should succeed in intr^uciog aod 
giving lull efiect to retrenchments recommended by the Inchcape Committee 
with much greater rapidity than a cautious Finance Member could 
promise. The information available at the present date makes it clear 
that our revenue estimates were unduly sanguine. On the other hand. 
1 am glad to be able to inform the House • that we have succeeded 
in reducing expenditure to a figure considerably below the budget 
estimate. The present indications are that the total revenue ^11 
amount to 1^9*52 crores as against an estimate of 134*90 crores and the 
total expenditure to 129*90 crores as against an estimate of 134*09 
crores leaving a deficit of ordinary revenue of 38 lakhs. I leave out 
of account a windfall, of which 1 shad have more to say later. 1 
mention it here only in order to bring out the happy fact that, while the 
margin between ordinary revenue and expenditure, on the basis of our 
revised Budget, is so narrow as to make it impossible, till final figures 
are available, to say for certain whether there is a surplus or a 
deficit, we are (even on the most unfavourable assumption) sure of a 
considerable realised surplus after taking extraordinary revenue into 
account. 


Reww of the year 1923-24, 

REVENUE 

5. As in 1922-23, so in 1923-24, we based our estimates on hopes 
not indeed of a boom in trade, but of a steady revival of which 
there seemed to be some s'gns early in the year. These hopes have 
once again not been fulfilled although it seems likely that there will be 
in 1923-24 a record surplus of exports over imports. During the first 
ten months of the financial year, the surplus in value of exports of 
merchandise amounts to 103 47 crores as against 62} crores in the 
corresponding period last year and an adverse balance of 29*60 crores 
the year before. 'Ihe net imports of bullion, although substantial, have 
not reached the figures of 1922-23 with the result that there remains a 
net balance after allowing for bullion of 63*41 crores in favour of India 
as against 2r} crores a year ago and an adverse balance of 33 crores 
In the first ten months of 1911-22 

6 The volume of our export trade has continued to expand. 
The chief increase is under grain and pulse, where it amounts to 600.000 
tons in the first nine months of 1935-24. due almost entirely to a 
resumption of exports of wheat; but with scarcely any exceptioo ev^y 
class of goods shows some inenase. This is true of imports also, which 
show a serious decline in twoj^cssca Only* In one of these the Honse 
will be specially interested. Ybe teports of coal, into India fell by 
exactly a third or by 2.84^00 |pie jh the first nine months of the 
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cnridlt jttLX when compared with those ol the corresronding rericd 
‘'Grey taist and yam" and ••Grey piece-goods** aleo 
dediil^» but the quantity of practically every other class of imporls 
has increased, nhile at the same time there hds usually been a >mall 
fall in values. The year has been one ol fairly steady, though at 
times difficult trade, but favourable to India in the balance. 

7. Prices of Indian products have on the vhole remained umaik- 
ably steady throughout the year, vrith the exception of raw cotton Y^lith. 
owing to the uncertainty and the eventual shortage of the Amiruan 
supply, has been subject to considerable fluctuaticn. In Noximler 
1923 cotton prices reached their highest level since 191^, Ibis has 
inevitably reacted upon the activities ol the cotton indiistiy. Fcod 
grains, on the other hand, have fallen steadily since April aid the 
wholesale prices of cereals in Calcutta in December last was only 5 per 
cent above tlie level at the end of July 1914. Sugar showed a tendency to 
advance, whilst tea has been obtaining record prices. *Jhc prices of 
raw jute has been consistently below those prevailing at the similar 
periods in the preceding year. 

The close of 1923 was characterised by somewhat Aimer prices for 
raw materials in the chief markets of the world, and it is lair to say 
that there is a greater sense of security among producers and meichunts 
than at this time last year. The period of large returns has. however, 
passed and several industries have slid to adjust themselves luither 
to lower rates of profit. 

8. CUSTOMS— The slow recovery of trade and the fall in prices of 
imported articles have resulted in our being once again disappointed in our 
Custom receipts. The actual figures for Customs receipts up to the end of 
January point to a net revenue lor the year of 40*42 crons as 
cempared with the Budget estimate of 45*10 crores. * Sugar* provides 
i.k5 lakhs less revenue than we had anticipated, aid it is evident that 
under this head insufficient allowance was made lor the reduced 
tarifi valuatiofi. While the volume of imports of other articles has in 
most cases not been unsatisfactory, the amount collected on account 
of our *ad valorem* duties has declined. We anticipate a decrease 
ol 73 lakhs under imports of * piece goods.*, 58 lakhs under 
'metals/ and 35 lakhs under 'cutlery and hardware,* wlrile owing 
to adverse conditions in the Bombay mill industry the 'excise duty* 
of *cotton manufactures* wi*! fall short of the Budget by 38 lakhs. 

9. To the extent of about 30 lakhs the failure of Customs 
revenue to fulfil our expectations is due to the decision of the 
Bombay High Court that stores imported by Railway coni|)anies 
working Stale lines come under the definition of Government stores 
and have to be passed free ol duty. An appeal has been preferred to 
the Phvy Council against this judgment, if we are successful, we 
ahal recover 50 lakhs from the Company-managed Railways which 
vill get the Revenue sklc ol the Budget of 1923-24. If, howevir, we * 
are not successful, we shall not only, lall to realise the $0 lakhs in ques- 
tioo but we shall have to pay to the Rai<way Companies a fuithcr 
sum, estimated at about 2 crores, by way of refund of duty 
collected from them after the difinition *ol Governments stores** on 
which we bad always hiihcrto acted was brought into question before 
the Courts. 

lu. RAILWAYS — 1 he Budget estimste of gross receipts from RsU- 
mys was^aced at 95*57 crores. During the eai her part ol the financial 
y«ar the published figures ol weekly earnings were uosatisfsctory. They 
^re consideiably afiected during the monsoon and again in December 

bleaches in important lines due to flood and stotm. Since the 
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middle of December, however, there has been a striking improvement 
in gross receipts which enables us to place our estimate for the whole 
year at the figure of 94 92 crores which is only i| crore less than 
the Budget estimate. On the other hand, we have effacted a matetial 
reduction in working expenses and. in addition, the outgoings under the 
head of Programme Revenue pxfit'fidiiure have beeu less than we 
expected, and 1 may add, less than is teally desiiabie In ibe interest-* 
of our Railway properties. The total saving in working expenses as 
compared with the Budget, amounts 10 1*93 crores. We thus anticipate 
an improvement of 58 lakhs in our net receipts 

IN I'EREST. CURRENCY ETC.— Umler the heads of Interest 
**Cur'encv** and ** Miscellaneous there is improvement of 1.42 lakhs, 
largely due to the higher prices for short money in London and to the 
fact that iavourable opportunities lor remittance have enabled us to 
build up large reserves in sterling winch will be very uselul to us 
duting tbe coming year. 

Ji. OPIUM. POSTS & TELEGRAPHS-Opiiim receipts exceed the 
estimate by 38 lakhs, but there a decline of 22 lakhs in the 
net gain to Central revenues from the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

12. SAl/J'— Honourable Members will not suspect me of forgetting 

salt. The Budget provided for a total salt revenue of iif crores, includ- 
ing the additional 4*3 crorci exp>ected from the doubling of the duty. 
Circumstances wnich are not unfamiliar have had the offt'Ct of i-enously 
ipterlering with the normal progress of salt revenue during the 

year. To begin with, there were very large issues of salt during 

January and Feb uary 1923 in anticipation of the enhancement of 
the duty. The hope of profiting by a reduction in duty in 1924 — 23 
has now led traders, especiallv in Northern India, to reduce their 
stocks as far as possible. An examination of pa^^t statistics shoves 
that the issues against consumpt oii in a normal year Mould amount 
at the pres nt time to approximarely 405 lakhs of inaunds. Tbe 

actual issues for 1925-24 are expecterd 10 amount to about 380 

lakhs of maunds. The over-ssue during January and February 

1923 may be put at appicixiraaiely 30 lakhs of luaunds. so that 
something like 80 lakhs oi inaunds represents the amount of 

salt which would have been issued but for the anticipation of 
a leduciion of duty in the present Budget. I may add that i 
have been unable to find any evidence that the restricted issues have 
been accompanicHl by any 1 eduction in actual con'-uinpt*oii. In tbe 

result, we now anticipate diat our total revenue from salt 111 

will amount to 8] croies, wUui is 3 croies less than the esiimate. 

EXPENDITURE. 

13. OPIUM— The only important excess of expenditUiC over the 

estimate occurs under the heal ** Opium". It will l>e remembeied that 
a supplementary grant of 77 lakhs was voted during the July session 
to enable us to meet an excess of payments 10 ciiitivaiuis in the 
United Provinces and io the Ceniral itiUia States due tu an increase 
in tile out-turn of the last crop it is now expected that tbe excess 
will actually amount to 70 laktis. 

14. DISCOUNT ON TREASURY BlIXS. INTEREST O.N RUPEE 
LOANS, KTC. — ^Theie has betn a substantial sav.og on the Budget pro- 
vision for discoupt on Tieasury Rills wh.ch reflects tbe great im pi ovement 
in our ways imil means position. On the 31st March 1922, Treasury 
Bills outs^ndiIH( with the public reached the lormidable total ot 34 
crores. This Agure bad been reduced to 22 croies on the 31st Marcti 
1923. On the jist March 19 i4 it will be approximately 2 crores. 
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is not necessary for me to empha«»i8e the great gain to our fiaanci^ 
security which these hjures disclose. With a larg : amount of debt 
matoiirg fiom day to day, all within a few months, we were in a 
serious position if any unhappy emergency had arisen. The Fmanct* 
Department's constant anxiety was to know how to find the money if 
Treasury Bills bad to be repaid, and they were oltcii at the me cy of 
the market if the fa lls had to be renewed Th • market aUo appie- 
ciates its relc»ase irom constant demands fay the Goveniineot ior sliort 
money* Indeed, such is the perveisity of human nature that the 

c >inplaint now tends to be that there are not enough Treasury Hills 
to go lound. The favourable rate at which the current year's rupee 
loan was issued has also resulted in a saving on Budget provision loi 
charges connected with new loans. There has been a small exces in 

the provision for new sterling li>an« owing to our Jiaving ratsetl 

nii lion pounds in London insteail of the 1 ) in llton pounds tentatively 
rntered in the Budget statement On the whole, we ex ect a saving 
of /I lakhs in the gro-s interest chargi^s on our debt- 

15. SINKING I'TINDS -Under the heads of sinking fund . there 

is a net saving of Sj lakhs, as we have found it uunecessary, owini* 
to the improved state ut the (tovernmeut securities market, to Ubc 

any portion of the additional provision of 80 lakhs which has been 
made during the last few years for supporting the two long-term 3 per 
cent rupee loans. 

16. MILITARY KXPIiNDirGRE The Budget estimates of Military 
expeiidi ure or 1923-2 » amounted to 03*05 crores gross and, 62 crores net. 

has already been annjuncel to the House, full effect has now been 
uiven to the reductions tn British troops proposed by the Retrenchment 
rommitte^ except in the case of one cava.ry regiment and, thougii tlu} 
full resulting economies will not accrue until 1924-25. His ICxcellency the 
^ ommander-ia-Cbief has found it pjssth e by means of various econo- 
mies to reduce the established charges of the Military services lor 
1923-24 to 00^ crores m against the figure of bi’94 crores included iti 
the original estimite. A non-recurrenc credit of 2^ crores from con- 
sumption or disposal of surplus stores was provided ior in accordance 
wi.h the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee. The actual 
credit will amount to approximately 3 crores. On the other hand, 
the latest estimate of special expenditure in Waziristan is about 2 
crores as against the figure of I'txj crores included in the Budge*. 
Gratuities, etc., for dem)bilised officers, for which (>2 lakhs was pro- 
vided, will cost us 1} c ores. 

17. All these figures include sterling expenditure converted into 

rupees at i6d., aud on this b<i8is th 1 revised Military estimate stands 
at 60*20 crores net. From this total a sum of 40 lakhs has to be 

deducted representing ih^^ saving under the head ol Exrliangc, making 

the net figure 59*74 crores — a toial saving of 2,20 lakhs »/r. it tx- 

ebange be excluded, of 1.80 lakhs. 

18. The Don-rccurrent raving of 3 crores in lespcct of stores has 

of course been a prom nent factor in keeping down our Military ex- 
penditure in 1923-24. Our position ba> a't'o been materially assiSierl 
by a non- recurrent receipt of 41 lakhs. During the war t»m|.»orary 

lines were constructed for a number of Indian Battabons raised lor 
the Hiitish Government, and the cost ol these lines wai chargeiJ to 
the British Government. Since the termination of the war the lines 
have been gradually disposed of, but the British Government have 
only recently accepted our contention that the salc-procccds belciig to 
the Indian excbcQoer in consequence of the arrangement arrived at 
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wlico the Ittitber oontribatioii towards the expenses oi the war was 
agreed to by India. 

19. EXCHANGE — Ibere bas also been a saving of | crore nnder 
other beads oi Civil Expenditure, but the largest saving on the ex* 
|)enditnre side occois under tbe head ** Exchange." The rate of exchange 
lias vxcfpt for a few days, stood above the figure of is. ^d. assumed 
for the puipcfie<i of the Budget for 1923*24. It bas stood above xs. 5d. 
almost ccntinuously since November and tbe average rate for the 
cunent financial year is expected to woik out to approximately is. 
4 ld. ^ Tbe resultant saving in net expenditure outside India, includ- 
ing Militaty expenditure and expenditure on commercial services 
chargeable to revenue, amounts to 128 lakhs. In addition, there is 
a faving in exchange oi approximately 50 lakhs in respect of capital 
expenditure. 

SUMMRARY 


20. The above variations in revenue and expenditure are sum- 
marised below : — 

(In lakhs of rupees.) 

( + Better —Worse) 

Customs revenue, less .. .. .. 4,08 

bait revenue, less •« •• •• 3.03 

Opium revenue, more .. .. 38 

Net receipts from Railways, more •• 5 » 


Net receipts from Posts and Tele- 
gtpha, Jess (62 lakhs of the deteri- 
oration is ncmioal, due to tbe 
debit to tbe Department for the 
first time oi the cost of pensions 
and to payment made for the stock 
of pcs age and telegraph stamps 
which have now been taken over 
by the Department) 

Interest. Currency and Miscellaneous 
receipts, more •• .. 1.42 

Militaiy receipts, more .. «. 1.17 

Loss by exchange on revenue realised 
in England as compared with is. 

4d. laie assumed for Budget 

Minor variations •• .. 17 

Total .. 3,72 


1.24 


*3 


9.10 


Net deterioration In revenue 
Opium Expenditure, more 
Saving under expeodilore on stamps 
and superannuation allowances and 
pensions owing to transfers to the 
Posts and TeVgrapbs Department 
(a e explanation above under Posts 
and Telegraphs receipts) 

Saving in iotereat chargeable to 
Poets and Ttl^rapbs and in capi- 
tal outlay of the Department 
charged to reveaua 
Saving la gro^ interest paymants •• 


— 


70 


62 


40 

74 
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tealler interest recoveries from Pro- 
idncial Governments 

Saving in provision lor rnnking 

• . 

25 

funds 

80 

• • 

Saving in gross Military expenditure 
^ving in exchange on gross expen- 
diture in England as compared to xs. 

^3 

e • 

4d. rate assumed for Budget 

Minor variations (mainly savings in 

1,41 

m m 

Civil expenditure) 

54 

•• 

Total 

5.14 

95 

Net saving in expenditure 

, , 

+ 4.19 

Net deterioratiou on Budget anticipations 

— 1.19 

Surplus in Budget 

• • 

81 


Deficit now anticipated .. 38 

REALISED SURPLUS 

21* WINDFALL — So far 1 have been dcaUng only with ordinary 
revenue and expenditure. The figures ate so nearly equal that, although 
they point to a small deficit, it would not be surprising to find that the 
final figures show, after all. a small surplus on the ordinary Budget. 
We have, however, been fortunate enough to come in for a valuable 
legacy. There arc certain 8umi which have for some time bcim lying 
in suspense and which represent the profits from the control of 
enemy ships and similar item). It has not hitherto been |)osstbie to 
say how much, if any, of these sums could be creditci to Indian 
revenues. A great number of intricate problems had to be cleared 
up first and even to-day there is stiU some possibility of counter- 
claims being established against a portion of the amounts in question. 
But we are able to say with fair certainty that millions (equi- 

valent at xs. 4|d. to 4*73 crores) repi'esenting profits from the control 
of enemy ships belong to India. Out of ibis sum the Government 
of India propose to reserve 23 lakhs for the payment of Kx gratia 
grants to private individuals in consideration of losses suffered tlirougii 
f oemy action. If the whole of the remainder of this windfall were 
credited to the revenue of 1923-24, there would be a surplus (inclutl- 
mg both ordinary and extraordinary rcvcfine) of over 4 crores alter 
allowing for the deficit of 3S lakhi provisionally entered on ordinary 
account. 

22. In the absence of any special arrangement this surplus 
would, in the ordinary course, go automatically to debt reluction, 
^nd, m view of tne deficits of previous years, it is c'carly dc«irabl«? 
that as much of it as possible should be so applied. An item of 
^extraordinary revenue of this sort ought not to be used for meeting 
ordioary recurrent expenditure or, indeed, any expenditure uoimaliy 
chargeable against ordinary revenue. We have, however, still to 
provide the means of meeting the special charge of 2 crores for re- 
payment to the Railways ot customs duty on importrsd railway 
materials if th# case goes aga'osc us in the Privy CooociL This 
expenditure Is, indeed, part of the expenditutc properly charge tble to 
1923-24 it it eventnally has to be incurred. i therefore propose to 
retain 2 crores out of the available surplus temporarily in suspense 
pending the decision of the Privy Giuocii. The remainder of tlia 
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cf abiiifc 5l per ctnf. subject to Ux at wbicb last year's loans trere 
issved. But It is my eatnest hope, aid 1 tiust that all mombtxs of 
the Legislatore will use tbeir ioflueucc in the ssme dltection» that tbc 
habit of Investing in Post Office Ca^b Cetiificates wUI go cn spicsding 
«brougliont ltdia sod that both tbe cumber of tmaU investors ubo 
take to tbe babn and tl.e sfgrcgate voiun^c cf tbcir purcliasci aill 
go cn increasing. 

26. Tbe holders of all otir securities in India have benefitod by 
tbe general improvement in tbe cutlcok for Govoinment finances, and 
not tbe least tbese bcldets ol our 3} per cent, rupee debt uLo bought 
or subscribed tor that stork before tbe war at cr near par. It will br 
remembered that tbe question cl doi^Dg something to assist such 
holders was caieiully examined a few years ago. But the conclusion 
reached, and iudeed it a as tbe only possible conclusion, was that the 
sound and suie uay cf alleviating tbeir position is to restore tbe 
general stability oi our finauces. The rise in tbe quotation ol tbe 3} 
per cent, lupee paper irem its lowest point of its. 32 to a maximum 
ligUTe of l<s. 66-2 during 1923, and the luitbcr rise abich occurred 
early this month, when seasonal influences might have b«‘en expected 
10 depress the price, is an earnest of what ae may hope aill prove 
a permanent recovery. 

DEBT. 

27. 1 new come to cur debt fositicn. Tbc figures which 1 am 
about to give are in a new form which is, I think, more com- 
prtbensive and accurate than tbc foim hitherto adopted. The total 
debt ol the Government ot India on the 3tst March 1924 will b(> 
constituted as follows;— 


In India — 

Loans 

Ireasury Bills in 
pubic 

Total in India 
In England (at Ks. 15)— 
I.^aa8 

War contribution 


(Rs. Lakhs) 

•• 3 » 58.79 

tbe 

2,13 

• . .. 3»ho.92 

• • 3*^t»22 

2fl,90 


the bands of 


Total in England 
Uofunded — 

Post Office Savings Banks .. 24,87 

Cash Certificates .. .. 

Provident Funds, etc. .. .. 39.97 

Total unfunded 


Add — 

The Capital value of the liabilities under- 
going redemption by way oi Terminabit^ 
Railway Annuities, amounting, on 31 t 
March 1924. to ifOo, 095,485, 01 at Ks. 15 


3.93.12 


73.35 
S. 2 7.39 


90,14 


Total debt 9.17*33 


21 
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1 have cxcluied" Treasury Bills* amountini; to 49*65 crores, held in 
the Paper Curreocy Reserve, as these represent a ilability not entirely 
comparable to ordinary public debt. If* however, they are included* 
the gross total of the debt amounts to 9*67*18 crores. the corres- 
ponding total on the 31st March 1923 was 9 .^ 9*53 crores including a 
similar total of 49*65 crores of Treuiury Bills in the Currency Reserve 
and 8,79*90 crores excluding these Treasury Bills. 

28. Of the total on the sist March I 9 M* ii‘88 crores are due 
to the discount at which some of the loans were issued. This liabi- 
lity is treated as an interest charge under our system of book-keeping 
and is being extinguish^ by annual appropriations from revenue 
within the period of each loan. It should therefore be excluded from 
our total debt figure, which is thus reduced to 9*03*05 crores. Of 
this 5*78*39 crores are classed as productive debt and 2,28*45 crores 
as unproductive debt. The balance of 98*81 crores represents loans to 
Provincial Governments. These figures compare with 5.55*07 crores of 
productive debt and 2.29*11 crores of unproduct ve debt a year ago 
and 87*49 crores of loans to Provincial Governments. The rupee debt, 
which stood at 4,23*98 crores on the 31st March 1923, amounts to 
4,34*2*/ crores on the 31st March 1924, while the sterling debt has 
risen Irom 304 million pounds on the sist March 1923 to 322^ million 
pounds on the 31 st March 1924. 

29. PROPOSALS FOR DEBT REDEMPTION. Th s brings me to 
the general question of the provision made annuaPy in our expen- 
diture or sinking funds. So long as wc have a considerable annual 
programme of new productive capital expenditure, any provision lor 
binktng funds operates, not to r^ucc the net total of our debt* bat 
to reduce the amount of it which is unproductive, and the amount 
provided becomes in effect a contribution out of revenue towards 
productive capital expenditure. Instead, therefore, of speaking of such 
a provision by the couvenicut but mtsleadiog title of a sii king luod* 
it is preferable to describe it as a contributiou out of revenue for 
I eduction or avoidance of debt. 

30. The amount provided for reduction or avoidauce of debt in 
the Estimates lor 1923-2 ^ was follows: — 

(In lakhs of Kupees.) 

In India— 

]} per cent. Depreciation Fund against — 

5 per cent. Indian War Loan. 1929-47 .. 41 

5 per cent. Tax-free l-oan, I 945 '* 5 > . 33 

Lump sum addition to the above made iu and 

since 1921-22 .. .. .. 80 

L 54 

In England— 

£ 

War contribution — ^annual instalment in repay- 
ment of p incipal .. .. ^42.900 

Railway Annuities (capital portion) and sink- 
ing funds .. .. .. .. 1*544*300 

Total in England .. 1,987,200 

Which at Ks. 15— . . 2,98 

Total provision .. 4.92 

As I have already explained* the special optional addition of 80 
lakhs, made in and since 1921-22 to the depreciation funJ for the two 
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5 per cent. Rupee loans was not required during 1923-24. There was 
also a saving in exchange on the sterling items ol 9 lakhs, so that 
the total actual expenditure lor reduction or avoidance of debt durina 
tbe year will have been Rs. 3,63 lakhs. ^ 

The conesponding figures for 1924-25 on the same basis would be 
Rs. 4.65 iociuoing the special 80 lakhs and Ks. 3,85 lakhs ex- 

cluding those 80 iakbs. An addition of 14 lakhs has to be made to 
the Depreciation fund for the 5 per cent, tax-free loan 1945-55 ss the 
result of the further issue oi that Joan last summer. The balance of 
the difierence between the figuies frr the two years is explained by 

exchange variations and by an automatic ircrease in the capital 

jkirtion of certain annuities. 

31. it will be umtmbered that a year ago there was tome 

discussion in connection with the Budget of the propriety of charging 
to capital that portion of the Railway annuities, provided in the 

Railway grant, which npiesents repayment oi capital. In accordance 
with a promise which 1 made last year, we have now leconsidcxt'd 
this particular chaige in connection with the general subject of debt. 
We have come to the conclusion that this charge should hencefoiMi 
be excluded from the Railway budget, but treated along with our 
other piovison in the general budget lor the reduction or avoidance 
ul debt. By so treating it, wc aie able to get a clear picture ui 
what exactly is our total piov sion out of revenue against our total 
debt and to consider whether it is sufiicient. iu order to do this we 
must first ask what is the basis on which our present total piovision 
rests and what ought to be the basis. Why, in fact, did we provide 
4,52 lakhs in 1923*24 and was that an adequate total ? 

32. It appears on examination ti at the present provision is 

largely the lesuit of accident. We happen to have entered into 

certain contracts with third paities, such as the contiacts with railway 
companies to buy up their property by means of terminable 
annuities, and the contract with subscribers to our 5 pir C(*nt. 
war loans to provide a depieciation fund. These contractual obliga- 
tions account fir 3,72 lakhs in the Budget JCstimaies lor 1923.24. 
The only optional payment was the extra 80 lakhs for additional 
depreciation funds lor the 5 per cent loans. it is obvious that a 
total made up in this way does not represent a considen'd plan, and 
that the aggregate ot individual items does not nect'ssaiily conform to 
any criteiiun of what our total provision should be. Let me give an 
example of what i mean. Let us suppose that we come to the con 
clu'«iuD ihat 3'99 crores, which with exchange at is. 4d. is the aggie* 
gate ol the obligatory items iu 1924*25, represents almost exactly 
what ongtit to be provided. Suppose further that m ibe couisc of 
the next few years the money required for new productive capital ix- 
pendituie and the money needed to meet the targe toial ol maturing 
l>onds were raised mainly or entirely by the issue of one or other of 
the 5 five per cent loans to which a contractual depreciaticn fund 

attaches. A large addition would then have to be made to our pro- 

vision for depreciation funds, it is, of course, proper that ilie previ- 
sion for reduction or avoidance of debt should grow wuli thei-rcAvth 
nf our total debt. But is there any reason why it shou.d grow by exact y 
the amount of the depreciation funds? And, in so far as ihe new I>oi- 
rowing merely represents the replacement ol maturing bonds, is there 

reason lor an increase at all ? 

33. We arc clearly iu need ol some crileiion and we should^ aim 
a regular piogramme based on stable and wel -consideit^ principles. 

subject iu Laphazaid changes. Tiic best way ol aritving at such 
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a progimmme it« I think, to take the gross total of our debt, ex- 
amine the capital assets which we bold against that debt, and fix ap- 
proximate periods within which it is cieMrabie to amortise each cate- 
gory of debt The gross total of our debt on the 3181 Match 1924. 
according to the figures already given , i»> spi rex maiely 9*) 7*53 crores. 
I exclude as before the 49*03 crores oi Treasuiy Bills in the Paper 
Currency Reserve, for redemption ot which statutory airangemcni^ 
hive already in fact been made in our Paper Currency Act. Of this 
total of 9,i7'53 crores, 98*81 crores r^cprescMts debt incurred on bclia*l 
of the Pioviiictal Governments. These Governments them>elves provide 
for the rcpiyment to us of what they have borrowed, and proposals 
arc under consideration lor putting the^e arrangcnjeiitN on a 
regular footing and for the cstablisi nicfit ol a Provincial Loans Fund. 
J*'or the purposes o( the Central Government's piovmoii for debt re- 
duction, we may, therefore, exclude this sum oi 98 81 ctuics as alio 
the sum of ctores representing dibcount on past Ipans, leaving 

a net totai ol 8,06*84 crores, of which 3.78*39 cn res is p.oducpve 
and the balance ol 2.28*45 crores is utiproducitvc debt. 

34. U seems desirable, however, to analyhe out unpioductivc debt 
a little further. Approximately 98 crores of it repusenc the accumu- 
lated deficits ol the five years ending 3 tat Marcli 19^13. The building 
of New Delhi accouuts lor 9*85 crores. We are thus left with a 
figure of 1,20*60 crores which may be said to be our true war debt. 
It is reasonable to fix different periods lor the redemption ol difieient 
classes oi debt. For productive debt 80 years is not too long. For 
unproductive debt generally a period of more than 50 years is not 
easily defensible. For repaying the debt due to our deficits or fur 
such an onerous obligation as the building of New Delhi, shorter 
.periods, say 25 years foe the first and 13 years lor the secoiid, ought 
to be taken, since in both cases the next generation of tax-payeis 
is in danger of being called upon to provide sums which ought strict- 
ly to have been met out of annual revenue. War debt, on the other 
hand, however desirable it may be to. meet war expenditure to the 
utmost extent tXMsible out ot war levenue, is the iuevitable outcome 
of war conditions and part ot the cost of war, and may legitimately 
be passed on to the gencratious which benefit by the sufferings and 
privations of their predecessois. Per contra, the lacc that borrowing 
may be needed for emergencies such as war makes it most undesir- 
able fur a Government such as the Government of India to borrow 
for non-productive purposes in time of peace. It should manage to 
provide in peace time lor the gradual amortization <1 all its debt. 
Moreover, existence oi a regular provision out of revenue tor reduc- 
tion or avoidance of debt will not only reduce the net amouut oi 
our new borrowings for productive purposes but vill mateiiahy ledUce 
their cost. 

35. It is not possible in a Budget speech to treat the whole 
subject exhaustively, and I do not pretend that the periods suggested 
above are the only possible or reasonable peiiods to take. But fur 
the purpose of my argument they wilt serve, well enough by way of 
illustration. If we take the periods named and apply them to the 
different classes ot debt mentioned and assume lurtber that any sums 
provided year by year were set aside to accumulate at 3 per cent, 
compound interest, we obtain as our result a figure of 3*60 crores a** 
the amount which it would be necessary, on the ab..>ve basis, to pro- 
vide annually, beginning with the year 19^4-23, to redeem the whole 
debt within the perit^s named. But it would not be convenient or 
desirable to set this sum aside year by year to accumulate at com- 
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ponoil. Interest in the manner assume^ in the calculall^n. It must be 
exp^twed in ^ the year in which it is provided cither on actual repays 
meot of existing debt or for new capiUl purposes in order to reduce 
the amonat uf our new borrowings. By to uiiog it. we reduce the 
amount we have to pay in interest in the future. We could, indeed, 
obtain a result equivalent to accumulation at compound interest if we 
first of all provided 3*66 crores in 1914-25, and then set aside in 1925* 
26, in addition, a sum eq'iivaient to 5 per cent, interest on 3 06 
crores, and so on in future years. In that case the sums actually 
required during the next five years would be: — 

(In crores of Its.) 

T/#. 1914-25, 1925-26. 1926-27, 1927-28. 1928-29, 

366 3-84 404 4*24 4*45 

36. luis would, however, bt^ rather a cumbrous arrangement and 

jn view of the hyi>othctical nature of some ol the data on which the 
calculation is ba'sed. for example the assumption ol a rate ot exactly 
5 per cent for interest, it would be better to achieve the results 

desired by some more simple process. The same amount of debt 

would be redeemeJ if a provision of 4*01 crores wore mide in each 
year for the next five years. We may therefore conclude that a 
fixture of 4 crores per annum would be an adeejuate provision to 
include in our Budget expenditure for the next five years for dealing 
with our existing debt. 

37. 1 do not mean that we ought to lay down finally as a law 

of our financial system that a provision of 4 crores per annum shall 

be mide in each of the next five years. Jn any case, 1 musr 

remind the House that this figure makes no provision for the further 
debt which will be incurred during 1921*25 and threafter. ['he 

ciiteria which 1 have suggested evidently ^eqllirc^ that an additi)ii 
should be made each year lor all new debt incurred. On the as* 

sumption, which 1 hope will prove correct, tnat such dirbl will (with 
the one exception of the expenditure now ueafing completion on New 
Delhi) be entirely for productive purposes, the annual addition might 
be a sum equal to one-eightieth of tin* net addition to our debt 

during the year. It is much to be desired that in the near fii'ure 
we should arrive at a definite programme —it might w.th advantige b.^ 
a statutory programme —for dealing with thi<i .Hub|.7Ct. I'or the 
present, however, 1 am content to deal with tue yeir 192.4*: 5 on’y, 
leaving for further consideration in the light ot the diicussioii wu cti 
will, i hop3, be provoked by what 1 have sail, the final detertmua* 
tion of our future programme. 

38. The House will not fail to observe that the figure of 4 

ctores is almost exactly the figure of our obligatory (laynierus. This 
coincidence is satisfactory as showing th.it our provision lor do ding 
with our debt hitherto has been a reasonable one. It aNo provides 
a further justification for the omission ot tue optional item of 80 
Ukhs lor additional depreciation fund. In view of the? .strengtii of 
'be market fur Government securities, this extra 80 lakhs is clrifly 
hut lequiied for its specific purpose. 

SEPARATION OF RAILWAY FINANCES FROM GLNERAL FlNANC tS 

39. RAILWAY BUDGET.— Before coming fo gnps with the 

figures ol the general Budget for 1924-25, I must devote aiteimnn to 
one mure special subject, the subject of Railway Mnance. iionomable 
Members have all seen the resolution on ti*e subject ol the separaiiuQ 
^f the Railway Budget from the ordinary Budget which has been t>n 

the* table of the House for somi.; days. 1 know ol no letoroi whicn 
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cffcrs greater attractiens and greater btnefita to oar financea and our 
Kailvi’ays alike than a definite separation, if t can be achieved. The 
coi dition of afiairs hitherto prevailing has inevitably tended to an 
alternation between raids by the Railways on the taxpayer and laids 
by the taxpayer on the Railways. If we can sncce^ in putt ng an 
end to this state of afiairs. we shall have achieved a piece of 
genuine constructive work* for which the credit will be. in 
large measure, due to the initiative of the legislature which has 
pressed the problem upon the Government. It is proposed that time 
shall be set apart on Monday next for a lull discussion of the resolu* 
tion on this subject. 1 must not. therefoic. delay the House now by 
dwelling upon it. 1 want only to say that in my opinion the reforni 
proposed will bring us valuable dividends in our future budgets, and 

at the same time lead to great economies in the working ol our 

hallways. It will give them a real incentive to increase their effi- 
ciency and to provide better scivice at i educed cost to their custo- 
mers. the Indian public. 

i) 0 . In the figures of the general Budget as presented, the return 
which wc expect to receive from our investment in the Railways is 
included in accordance with the Dew Settlement now proposed. The 
taxpayer, inslo d of paying the whole of the expenses and taking 
the whole ( 1 ihe inccmings of the railways, will enter into a bargain 

with the Rai ways to receive from them (a) a sum sufficient to pay 

in till! the interc'-t cn the capital he has invested in the commercial 
lines, (b) an additional dividend of five*sixths of one per cent, on that 
capital and (c) a abate of cne-fifth of any surplus earnings that may 
be cured in addition. In return, the railways will be left to carry 
on tlie’r busineaa with the right to retain any surplus over and above 
what they pay the Government and to apply it to railway pur- 
(loses. first ol ad hr creating reserves and then by using these reber- 
ves to improve the se« vices they render to the public and reduce the 
price which they cbargi* lor these services. Ihe Government ot India 
and this Aii»<embly v>ill remain in complete control of the Railway 

Administra ion just as they now are. That control will be in no way 
impaired. But there will no longer be any need to consicier from tht‘ 
narrow standpoint of their eftect upon the general revenues in a 

particular piMiocl of twelvt? months, ihat is, in a particular Budget 
period, propo>al8 by the Railway authorities which, though excellent 
and desirable in themselves, might, under the present system, upset 
the apparent equilibrium of the Budget for the year. Ihe tax-payer 
will hecure a regular and increasing contribution from his investment, 
largely independent of fluctuations in railway receipts and expenditure, 
and the railways will bo able to spend money according to the real 
nccHls of the railway system, unimpedcKl by the necessity lor confor- 
ming to the vagaiics of Budget figures and the requirements ol 

Budget accounting, i'be Railways will become a real commerical uo- 

der taking managed on commercial lines, and Ui<' tax-payer will get the 
benefit of commercial accounts and management. 

41. Among the papcis which are being c.iculaied with the 
speech. Honourable Membeis will find siaiemeotB showing fiist. how 
the net contribution by the railways to general revenues is arrived at 
under the proposed new settlement, aod socend, a comparison of the 
figures under the two systems showing what the contribution would 
be under the old system. The main figures in the Railway Budget 
framed according to the proposed new plan are. traffic reeSpts 97 07 
crores. working expeuses 65*23 crores, interest and other charges 26*23 
crores. U^ving 1,33*48 lakhs as reserve and 4,27:30 lakhs as the nei 
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contribiltioii to general revenues. Under the oM system the net con- 
tribution is 4,16 lakhs. It is necessary, however, to mention one 
special point One of the results of the close scrutiny of Kailway 
haanoes which has taken place during the past year has been to 
bring to lighc a difference on the wrong aide between the value of 
stores held for the capital suspense account and the true market 
value of those stores. Some of them are not now required for rail* 
way purposes aud must be sold lor what they will letch. Others are 
required but are worthless than the figure at which they stand in ihe 
books. It becomes necessary, therefore, to wiite off 3 crores from the 
Capital account and this can only be done by a charge against reve- 
nue The loss has been accumulated over a series of years and is 
pa tly the result of the large rise in prices after the war and the 
subsequent slump. How are we to deal with this charge of 3 crorei ? 
It is necessary that the loss should be written ull at once in onler 
to enable us to arrive at a proper valuation of East Indian and the 
Great Indian IVainsuia Railways when they are taken over by the 
State. If we were in a position to do so. we ought unlouhtedly 
provide this 3 crore* out of the revenue of iiy2j\'2^. Under the set- 
tlement proposed to be made with the Railways, this charge will Im 
taken over by them and spread over a period of ttm years, during 
which there is reason to believe that they will be able to mi*et it 
out of their share of surplus profits. Under the old system there is 
no provision for building up a reserve out of profits, as profits are 
taken automaticaMy into general revenues for the yi^ar in which they 
accrue. I here is. therefore, less justification for sprealing the charge. 
If, however, the whole 3 crores were charged againit the revenue lor 
ii)24-25, the contribution of the railways to general leveniies during 
the year would be reduced almost to vanishing point. 1 trust that 
the need for deciding this difficult po^nt will be avoidt^d by the ad- 
option by this House of the proposed system of commercial account- 
ing and separation of railway finances. But in the contrary event, 
tht-re Seems to be no better solution than to set up a special provi- 
sion of 30 lakhs a year, beginning with 1921-25. to amortise thi* debt 
in ten years, and it is only by this unsatisfactory device that tlur 
figure of 4 16 crores for railway net receipts on the present system is 
arrived at. 


BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1924 25. 

42. I have. 1 am afraid, already taxel the piiionce of the 

House as severely as the (Government are accused of taxing the 
people of India. But the subjects of Debt ReJeup ion and Railway 
finance have an interest far beyond the immediate quiMtion of the 
Budget of 1924*23. and it was necessary to deal with mem at some 
Ungth in order to prepare the way for the Budget statement itself. 
Two other subjects, which arc of immeliitc importance f jr the year 
^924*25. must still be disposei of belore I am in a posiiioii to 
present the figures for which the House is waiting. The first of ihe«; 
IS the question of making Government stores liable to C-ustoms Duty 
and the second is Exchange. . ^ 

43. proposal to CHARGE IMPORTED; GOViiRNMENF 
STORES TO CUSTOMS DUfY — I have already referred to the compli- 
cations caused during 1923-24 by the dtrcision of the Bombay Higii 
Court which brought stores purchased for Company Railways into ttio 
Category of ‘‘Government stores.** We hope that the decision of he 
Privy Council will upset this ruling on appeal. But quite apa't frv>m 
that question, we have com? to the cmclusion that ihc time bj 



168 THE LEGISLATiVE ASSEMBLY [DBUn 

arrived vbcn Gcveratncot tiores tlioold be treated lor Coatoma par* 
pores like 01 y oiber imposts^ aad a>s tbe House is aware, we have 
lotrcduced a Dill to rescind the proviso to section 20 of tbe 
Customs Act by virtue of wbicb Government stores are admitted doty 
free. 

44, Tbe Budget figures are pteseoted on tbe assumption that this 
BiU will become law. The efiect is to add about 1.63 lakhs to our 
estimate of revenue and about 53 lakhs to our general expenditure, of 
which 25 iakbs occur under tbe head of Militaiy expraditure and 22 
1 alihs represent the assignments to be made to Piovindal Governments 
durjiig 1924-23 to compensate them for the duty which they will 
have to pay. An additional charge oi about 1,10 lakhs to Kaii- 
ways is also involvcnd, partly Kevenue and partly Capital. Of this 
1.10 lakhs about 90 lakhs would in any case accrue it the decision 
ol the Privy Council were in our lavour. It has been the practice 
hitherto to take credit to Kevenue for customs ditty on stores 
imported by company-managed Railways for capital pur]:x>ses even 
when the capital is provided through the Government of India. We 
tlicrtby get an increase in revenue at the expense of an increase in 
capital. It is true that the capital is spent on productive purposes 
and that the Railways are expected to charge their customers 
lares and Irciglits sufiicient to pay interest and earn profits on capi- 
tal expeodiiuie. But there are obvious objections to increasing reve- 
nue ai the expense ol capital and this system will be reconsidered 

during the *couisc oi the year. It is not proposed to change it in 
the present Budget, in so far as the company-managed lines are con- 
ceriieU. But we think it would be unsound to extend the practice to 
State Railways, winch will now have to i>ay Customs duty on the 
sioiea they itii)oit. it is accordingly proposed to remark as a spe- 
cial cuutributiun irom Revenue to Capital a sum equivalent to the 
duty collected irciu butc Railways on stoies imported by them lor 
capital purtxjsts. ihe amount 111 1924-25 is estimated at 11 lakhs, 

it will be iaigii by 30 lakhs in 1923-20 wtien tbe Great Indian Renin- 
aula and East Indian Railways are taken over by tlie State, and 

the fact of their transfer to State management will thus automati' 
caily reduce tbe extern ot the objection to the present system in 
the case oi company-managed lines, 'ihe amount oi duty on stores 
lor company*managed lines which involves a debit to capital in 
1924-23 IS estimated at 31 lakhs. 

43. EXCHANGE — It will be remembered that in the Budget 
estimate lor 1921*22 a rate of is. bd. per rupee was taken for tOe 
purpose oi converting mto rupees that part ol our expenditure which 
is in sterling. The Government were supposed to have made 
w piophccy or even a promise that ibe average rate for the year 
would be IS. bd. and were severely ciiticised when the rate leil far 

below that figure. This year and tbe year befoie tbe rate taken 

was IS. 4d.; which proved just about light to 192^-23, while in 
1923*24 tbe average rate has beet) ts. 4 id. What rate are we to tskiT 
lor 1924-23 ? The figures were ptepared in tbe first instance on tfir 
basis ot a is. 4cl. exchange, but are we content to leave them on 
that basis? If we do so and tbe rate for tbe 3 ear averages is. 4id. we 
shall have over-estimated our expenditure 10 tbe extent of 8b labb^ 
(apart from Railways) and if tbe aveiage late were as high al is. fid. 
we shall have ovefHitated our outgoings by 1*71 crores. Isr tbe House 
piepared to pass our Demand Gianu on tbe basis of is. 4d. at a 
moment when tbe market rate has been almost continually above is. 
3d. for nearly lonr monibs ? 
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46. But H wc do not take is. 4d. wbat rate are ve to take ? The 
Govemnent oi India cannot {>io|;>lesy or prcmue any paiticular rate* 
and be would be a bold man who ventured any ccniideot ataiemcnt 
in complete iguoiance. at be moat be, ot tbc nature of tbe 1924 
monsoon, tbe coutse of events in tbc Ruhr and elsewhere, and tbr 
movement ct the dollar-sterhng exchange. We aie rfoipelled to adept 
seme definite figuie and yet we are entirely unable to contiol the 
events which wid detciminc the accuracy oi whatever figure we may 
adopt. After careiul con^deration wc have iicided 10 frame our 
lotecast on the basis oi an average rate for tbe year ot iS. 4}a. 
or Jd. better than the actual average in 1923-24. 

EXPENDITURE. 

47. We are now at last in a position to procied to a Lialaiuc- 
sbeet for 1924<25. I begin with the expindiliiie sde. 

MILIIAKV EXPENDITUKE — Military expenditure for )924-23 is 
estimated at ir^ creres gross and (0*25 ciuits net. which includes a 
saving on Exchange of 68 lakhs. On the bass oi is. 41!. ti> tiu* 
rupee tbc net amount requi ed would be <0*93 ciores. In ludir to 

ccmpaiiscn with the current year the iimaiuing hguus ot 

Military expenditure which 1 shall proceed to give will be on the bas^s 
cf IS. 4cl. to tbe rupee. 

48. Eatabiished charges ceme to 59 ctores which coinpaies with 

the Kevifed estimate cl 6c ^ crores and the original Iludget figure of 
<>1*94 crorcs for 1023-24. But 25 lakhs is included in the 1924-^3 
hgUTe for the jiayment of customs duty on imported stores, which 

was not required in 1923-24. Wc sliall require 30 lakhs lor roads 
and liar racks in Waziiistan and 1,63 lakhs lor special letininal 
charges. If wc exclude the special sum ol 25 lakhs representing 
ciistcms duty, which will come back as revenue, the <‘stablihhed 

charges will amount to 58} crores as against the figure of 50*38 croies 
assumed by the Retrenchment Committee. 'Ihc non-recurrent saving 
arising from reduction in stocks cannot of course be repeated for next 
year. But we have managed to reduce tbe established charges b<low the 
Committee's figure — an achievement for which wc arc greatly indebted 
to the vigilance of His Excellency the Ccfmiiiander-in Cliief and Ids 
keen anxiety to effect all (xissible economies which do not interfere 
with the c'ssential structure and organisation of the reduced Army. 

49. bull information about the action taken on the detailed re- 
commendations of the Retrenchment Committee has already been 
supplied to the House. 1 may remind Honourable Members that 'he 
C 4 >mroittee expressed the view that in matters oi detail the Commander- 
in Chief must be left a certain amount oi discretion in carrying out tbeir 
proposals. As the financial effect oi the retrenchments actually secured 
IS not less than the total specific economies recommend e<l by the 
Committee, the Government cau rightly claim that they have given 
full effect to the Committee's recommendations. We have not over- 
looked the fact that the Retrenchment Committee expressed the 
opinion that the adoption ol their recommendations would enable the 
Military estimates to be reduced in sulisequent years to about 57 
crores and ultimately to 50 crores, though, as they stated, the 
(x>mmander-in-Cbief did not subscribe to this o|Mnion. Their specific 
recommendations, however, worked out to a figure ol 57! croris, which 
included the sp"cial non-recurrent saving of 2| crores from reduction 
in stocks. There was thus a gap of 3 crotes between the figure 
arrived at as a result oi the specific recommendations oi the 
Committee and the figure oi 57 crores. Eurther the Committee took 

22 
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no account of tbe inevitable increase in non- effective charges. Owing 
to a growth in the pension list, which has been accelerated by redne- 
tions of personnel, the provisions for non-effective charges included in 
the established charges of the Military services is, on the basis of a 
IS 4d. rupee, 35 lakhs higher in the Budget of 1924-21 than in the 
Budget of 1923-24. it is evident, therefore, that the goal of 57 crores 
18 not immeaiatily attainable. For the last year our energies have 
been fully occupied in seenring the actua* retrenchments specificaity 
recommended by the Retrenchment Committee. Bnt 1 am not without 
hope that with the continued co-operatiou of His Excellency the 

Commander-in-cbief it may be possible further to reduce the level of 
the established charges of the Military services in 1925-26, though 

iinfor innately we have reason to anticipate that terminal citatges will 
be specially heavy in that year. 

50. CIVIL EXPENDITURE. — On the Civil side also, we have 

given effect to almost all the recommendations of the^ Retrenchment 
Committee and expenditure generally has been kept tow. Under 
Opium, we are able to count on a decrease of 49 lakhs as compared 
with the current year’s expenditure, as die special payments necessi- 
tated this year by an increase in the outturn of the last crop should 

not recur. A provision of 25 lakhs has been made, as I have 

i Iready mentioned, for *ex gratia' payment of , compensation to private 
individuals who suffered from enemy action during tbe war. but it 
can be met from an equivalent sum set apart from the windfall from 
the working enemy sliips. Eliminating Railway transactions, which 
cease to be a direct charge on Central revenues under the new 
arrangements which 1 have explained, our total expenditure amounts 
to 104*57 crores. What is the revenue on the basis of existing taxa- 
tion from which to meet it ? 

REVENUE 

51. CUSTOMS. — We expect a net customs leveniie lor 1921-25 of 
45*02 crores against 40*42 crores now expected in the current year. 
The fonner ffgure includes the extra 1*03 crores already mentioned on 
account of duty on imported Government stores including Railway 
stores. Apart from this special factor, the estimate of revenue for 
1924-25 allows for the higher tanfi valuation for sugar which came 
into force from the ist January last and for a normal expansion of 
revenue under other tariff heads. 

52. Some small changes in the tariff are bemg proposed in the 
l^Tnance Bill, the most important being the induction of the Excise 
Duty on Motor Spirit to 4^ annas a g^lon, which will cheapen motor 
spirit without loss to our revenue, and tbe imposition of speciffc 
duties on empty match boxes and splints, in order to protect our 
match revenue. 1 ought perhaps to add in passing that lor Budget 
purposes it has been necessary to assume that the final out-tur%bf 
1924*25 will be unaffected by any changes which may be introd&ed 
into our customs tariff as the result ot the recommendations ef the 
Tariff Board. 

53. INCOME-TAX.— Under Income-tax. the unsatisfactory ^ndition 
of the Ikimbay mill industry in the current year will reduce ,dur reve 
hue in that province in 1924-25, but this decline in reveifhe should 
be partly set-off by increases in other provinces, and we do not anti- 
cipate a reduction of more than lakhs on the net revenue expected 
for the current year, making the total figure 18*22 crores. 

54* We expect no material variation in the estimates under other 
heads of revenue, except under Ciurency where the investments m 
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Biitlii inMmrf blllf mMle out of the Mige sterUng remittance effected 
in tM current year will result in an increase in revenue of about 4 
cioreb Wo propose that the interest on investments of the Currency 
Resefve as well as the surplus holdings in the Gold Standard Reserve 
in excess of £40 millions should^ as in the current year, continue to 
be credited to revenue. 

55. POSTS AND TliLEGRAPHS — The net budget estimate of 
expenditure of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department is 9*03 
crores. The revenue lor 1924*25 is put at Rs. 10*14 crores. These 
figures are not comparable with those presented a year ago owing 10 
the inclusion on both sides of certain items not hitherto included. 
The changes introduced represent the results so far achieved in the 
attempt to present commercial accounts. It had been hoped that it 
would be possible to have a commercial account ready for this 
Budget, but, partly owing to the desirability of awaiting a settlement 
of the cognate problems in the commercialisation of the Railway ac- 
counts, we have had to be satisfied with something less this year. 
We are able, however, to include in the detailed estimates a profit 
and loss account which indicates that the actual profit for 1924-^5 
will be about 24 lakhs. 

56. It will remembered that the Retrenchmont Committer laid 
considerable stress on the large amount of capital locked up in stores, 
Tte actual balance in stcck in the case of this Department has been 
rtduced from Rs. 257 lakhs to Rs. 196 lakhs during 1023-34, and by 
the 3i8t March 1923 it is expected that the figun> will have been 
brought down to less than 1 crore. 

SURPLUS. 

57. Replacing the net receipts from Railways by fixcKl contri- 

bution cl 4*27 crores. we thus arrive at a total revenue estimate of 
107 93 cretes, giving us, on the basis of existing taxation, a surplus 
ct 3-30 crores. How are wc to utilise this surplus ? 1 Sec many 

ciainants. 1 should like 10 have been able to reduce seme of our 
Custoirs duties which in certain cases are undoubtedly hampering 
tiade, though not 1 think so much as has been contended in certain 
quarterr. It is tempting to censider a reduction bere and there of 
Mme of cur charges lor postal and telegraph services; these, however, 
nuist wait till we know mere exactly what the real surplus on thf 
V 01 king of the Posts and lelegiaphs is. Then there are the Provin- 
cial centributk ns. We had some discussion on these a U w week^ 
ago. and the desirability ol getting rid of them was widely recognised. 
Sro long as they remain unreduced, we are in the position of having 
ever 9 crcrcs of piior obligations between us and the things we 
ston'd hke to do with cur surplus Moreover, the existence of ibis 
liability is a constant source ol bitteTn<*8S in the relations between th< 
difformt Provincial Govcrrmenls end beitween the Government of India 
srd ihe Provincial Governments, not excluding Bengsl, whose tbre«* 
yiBts of grace expire at the close ol i9?4-25. A beginning of rediic- 
lien is being eagerly anticipated by the Provinces, especially by 
Miiistcrs wbo are arxious 10 develop the seivices under their ebargr 
and are severely bfcnpcrcd by lack of cssh. Undoubiediv the Provin- 
cial rcntiibutioDs bave a very strong claim. And finahy ihe»e ia the 
talt Tax. Jt was labed from Ks. 1*4 per mnund to R«, i-H j>er 
iraund this year owing to the paramount neCrs^tly of ba'anring the 
Budget. To redtice it to Rs. 2 per msund wruld demand r8.* crores 
c-ut ol enr surplus, to reduce it to Ks. 1-4 would take away Kf. 3*32 
Cfores. that is, would devour practically the whole surplus. 
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WAYS AND MEANS. 

58, But perhaps it would be better it, before contiouiog this 
exciting inquiry, i were to divert your attention lor a moment to 
that necessary but less exciting portion of the annual Budget State- 
ment — our Ways and Means Budget, 

The following statement summaitses the Ways and Means opera* 
tions in India and England together during 1923*^4 i924’2j : — 


Liabilitibs. 

Railway capital outlay 

Delhi, Irrigation and Telegraph outlay 

Discharge of funded debts, etc. 

Discharge of 1 rcasury Bills with the public . . 
Loans to Provincial Governments 
Drawings of Provincial Governmen s from their 
balances 


Met as follows ; — 

G^ntral Government’s revenue surplus 
Surplus revenues of Provincial Governments. . 
Rupee loan • . 

Sterling loan 

Net receipts from Post Office Cash Certificates 
Net receipts from Savings Bank deposits 
Miscellaneous items 
Reduction of cash balances 


fCrores of Rs, ) 


Kev.sed. 

Budget. 

236 

30 0 

28 

3-2 

5*2 

I'O 

19*5 

2*1 

3 

12*7 


23 

62*4 

5**3 


2*1 

. , 

50 

. . 

23 I 

20 0 

18 1 

. , 

5*4 

15 

5*3 

6 0 

2*3 

7 9 

1*0 

15 9 

62 '4 

51*3 


59. 1 have already referred to the satisfactory rc^ceipts from Post 
Office Cash Certificate's in the current year and to tire piaciical ex- 
tinction of Treasury ihlls issued to the public. 1 want to draw 
special attention to three further points in these figures, the amount 
of our proposed Rupee borrowings, the position in regard to jour 
sterling rtmittances. and the absence of any provision for new sterling 
borrowing. the last is a very satisfactory fenture in view ot the 
onerous obligations for the future which the provision of intereht and 
sinking fund on external debt involves. I must, however, remind the 
House that our Ways and Means Budget figures arc necessaiily illus- 
trative rather than exact and m particular 1 must not be taken as 
saying that in no circumstances will the Government of India borrow 
abroad during 1924-23 Something murt depend on the relative cost 
of borrowing Inside and outside India. Hut all indications point to 
our being able to meet all our capital rtqui'ements and all our 
sterling requirements in 1924-25 without issuing any exteinal l<'an« 

60. Muteover, we hope to achieve this while at the same time 
reducing our demands on the market In India, where, thanks 10 the 
reduction of our total reqniiementa for new capital, wc expedt to be 
able to limit ourselves to a rupee loan ot not more than 20 jerores 
as against the total of 24 crores in 1923. We are 

ing these tesults by having built up during 1923-24 a reserve 

against our sterling needs ouiing 1^24-25. Our total jprehases of 
sterling, whether by puicbases in India or by sales of^irupees in the 
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lorm of Council Drafts in London, during 1915-^4. aro. estitnatel t> 
amoimt to ;i26| million. During the bumoier we drew £5.550,0 »o ni 
sterling from the Paper Currency Reserve againsc payineQc into ino 
Reserve in India. Un the other hand, in order 10 take alvanu^e of 
the more attractive rates at which 8tedm< has been oouiaible (iaria* 
the winte** months and ai the same time to do sometuing to mitigate 
stringency in the Money Market, we have remitted no less t'lao 
crores to London against issues of Pap^r Currency in iudii. Wo slu l 
start the year 1914-2$ with £14 millions in sterling secutities in the 
Paper Currency Reserve, all if which we can, it neco^ary, apply 
towards meeting our sterling outi^oings. But if conditions are at all 
similar in me winter of 19^4-21 to tho'-e which prevailed ttkii year, 
we may have to repiace tome of the amount so applied durins the 
summer in order to meet the requirements of the Indian Money 
.Maikec in the winter. We have, therefore, a'^sumei a net draft oti 
these sterling reserves of £10 mi lion. The Ways and Means figures 
given above ignore, it will be noticed, any revenue surpiu** in 
.23. and they are subject to modification in the light of the iiaal 
decision as to the use ol tha. surplus. 

FINAL PROPOSALS. 

61. This brings me back to the problem of what to do with our 
surplus. It is one of the ironies of fate that the boon which a 
Finance Member most desires — a Budget surplus -is frequently the 
rau*e of mo e embarrassmeot to him than anything else. ii.; has 
first to examine ciirefully whether he can safely give away any part 
of his sutplus without laying up a store of trouble to future years. 
We do not want to remit taxation or give away a part of the 
Provincial contributions this year and then bo laced with the necessity 
of imposing additiona' tixation next year or the year after. Mjw do 
we stand in this respect? When the 19^3*2 ^ Budget wan frame I we 
doubted our ability to effect within the year all the retrcnclimenU 
which w^e had under consideration. We were justifiably in doubt 
whether our revenue estimate were not unduly sanguine. We managed 
]ust to balance our Budget on pi{>er, ant though it is siili doututul 
wiiether the ordinary revenue will quite cover the i>rdin:iry ex|>endiiuie, 
we have at any rate reached equilibrium. But we attained our 

balance this year only by special cuts in certain diiectioiM which 
could not pOsSibily be recurrent. 1 have already cxplamei the way 
in which this use of non-recurrent ^avings afiecta the comparison 
belweeo the Military budgets for 1023-24 and i9-*.|-25. In the case 
ot the Railways, we made an even less satisfactoty saving winch was 
not metely non-recurring but involved the postponement ni urgently 
nei:essary works of rehal»iliUtJon. The cut in Programme Rivenue 
l^xpcnditure in 1923-24. justifiable a> it uas in all the incuiii-taiices, 
makes it all the more necessary that money should be numd in 
**^M*25 In 1923-24, therefore, even if our paper surplu.s liad b«eii 

more assured, it would liavc been an unlhinkablr act of iiiipr<»vidrti< o 
lo have given up any part of the Provincial coninbutions. Wr need 
n a pirhaps stop to consider whether it would have been pfO[H?r 
t j give away to the provinces the proceeds ol a tax not agn efl to 
by the Housl‘. 

b2. The Budget for 1924-25 as it stands gives us, J am happy 

to asaurr the House, a sounder basis on wbxh to build. I must ad- 

‘Jot that the estimates of Revenue arc still irxpcrimental. This is in- 
' Vitable in the pres<.*nt di9turl>ed state of the world. If our tsiimafe 

CuUoms revenue is a little more cautious than in 1923-24. iheic 



174 THE LEGISLATIVE assembly [nwoa 

are reasons for tbiDkiog tbat our etiiiaate oi 1iicoiiie*fftx receipts , in 
1924*25 may be optimislic. Bot on tbe expenditnre tde* there are 
no such laige. oon-reciirrefit cuts as disturbed the prospects a year 
ago* and we are justified in looking forward to tbe early disappear* 
aace of special war and terminal charges, though 1 have warned the 
House that tbe charge lor surplus officers may be rather larger in 
1925*26 than in i9^4-25« Our Railway Budget wi>l, 1 hope, be establubed 
tfbm henceforward on sound commerce principles. Our provision for 
Debt Is, as 1 have shown* not unsatisfactory. Urgently desirable ex- 
ptndiluie on new works is still postponed for financial reasons, but 
this at any rate is what 1 cao call optional expenditure. We must 
not, indeed, forget that a poor monsoon is due before long. On the 
other hand, a teal improvement in trade would appreciably increase 
the yield from our existing taxation. We have* moreover, to remem* 
ber that a contribution of 63 lakhs will be due from Bengal in 
1923-26. AH things considered, we are justified in regarding tbe sur- 
plus oi 3*36 ciores as a real surplus, and 1 come back " to the two 
claimants which the House wiU* 1 feel sure, agree to be the only 
possible ones*, the Provincial con tribut ions and the Salt Tax. 

63. Uheie is one important distinction between these alternatives. 
If we retain taxation at its present figure and give away our surplus 
ill whole or in fart to the Provincial Governments, we can face the 
year 1925-26 with some hope not merely of again achieving a balance 
but with tile brighter expectation that some further reductions m 
expenditure or tome normal growth in the yield of our existing sources 
ol income will again give us a small surplus. If, however, we were to 
reduce the salt tax to Ks. 1*4*0 per maund, we have an initial 
deficiency of 2*16 crores to face in 1925-26. The receipts in 2924-25 
would be abnornuit partly because dealers would at once replenish 
their depleted stocks it the duty were reduced to Rs. 1-4-u and partly 
because we give the dealers six montlis* credit. For the first five 
months 01 1924-23, we shall in any case be collecting some revenue at the 
rate of hs. 2-8-0 a maund. A reduction to Rs. x-4'O in the 19^4-25 
Budget would not, therefore, have its full effect on our figures till 
1925-26. The same would be true of a reduction to some intermediate 
figure* though of course to a smaller extent. 

04. One further objection to a reduction of the Salt Duty is 
that, as 1 have already shown, the hope that the enhanced rate would 
endure for one year only has induced dealers to run down their stocks 
and they have thus to a great extent managed to evade t>ayment of 
the full duty. It is believed that they cannot reduce sto^s much 
further, a decision by this House to retain the duty at Rs. 2-8 would 
make them give up hope of pocketing tbe special profits which they 
have been trying to secure. 'Jhey would gradually rep'enish their 
slocks and the Exchequer would no longer fail to obtain its due 
revenue, if the tax is reduced to Rs. 1-4. they will certainly succeed 
in retaining for themselves i^art of what they ought to have paid 
to the Government and will not pass on the whole benefit to the 
consumer. ^ 

65. 1 know that many in this House regard reduction of the Salt 

Tax from a standpoint which includes wider considerations tl^an those 
which are purely financial and economic, i am authorised to say that 
choice will be left to the House. We are not. as last year, confront- 
ed by tbe vital distinction between a Budget which bsdaoM and a 
Budget which does not. y 

t6. But are the economic objections to the salt doty so great 
to justify the House in giving up this recurrent source of revenue at 
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a whaa the Proviocial contribution 4 remain unreduced, and the 

neeie of the Provinces are as great as they are to-day ? We have a 
suoa pi . over 9 crores between us and a Budget which balances 
withoet the assistance of the Provincial contributions. U we reduce 
the Salt Tax to Ks. i-u we are in truth proclaiming to the Provinces 
that neither in nor in •925-16 can we offer them any certain 

prospect of relief. We are at the same time postponing indefinitely 
the date at which we can foresee any reasonable possibility of 

reducing other onerous taxes o* increasing our expenditure on bene- 
liaal services. Jt U a message ot despair to all those who are 

looking to expenditure, whether by the Central Government or by the 
Provioct.ii Guvernineots, for the amelioraiion of the conditions of life, 
and for improved educational and sanitary services, throughout India. 

67. Let not the House deceive itself. We certainly hope for pro- 

gressive reduction 10 our Military expenditure, for progressive improve- 
meat in ilie yield of our existing sources of revenuj* We hope too 
ihac the Committee on Taxation will be able, in due course, to re- 

coin mend imporran improvemeniH in the machinery and scope of our 
taxation system, so that it may be possible for India to raise in 
taxation an amount equal to what she raises to-day at less sacniice 
to the taxpayer. But the results of this inquiiy can hardly be avail- 
able in time for the 1925-26 Budget, and the iuiprovoments in our 

position lor which we may look owing to reduced expenditure and 
increased yield from existing taxes, can hardly do much more in 
19-5*26 than fill the gap ol over two crores ^created by the loss of 
salt rev^ue. We have once again explored with exhaustive care Ihe 
practicability of alternative taxatioii, and we are unable to recom- 
mend any alternative. We cannot, as 1 have already shown, afford 
to contemplate reduction of the Provincial contributions by post(>one- 
meuts of iuevitable expenditure or by any devices, even if they were 
available, which will merely improve the apiiearance of one yea 's 
Budget by laying up trouble for >he next. And we cannot return *0 
ihe era of uobaUnced Budgets. The choice is clear and unambiguous. 

We can, if we likoi reduce the salt tax. to Ks. 1-4 but by so doing 

we do a definite dis-scrvicc to the true interests of India's finance 4. 

68. But, it may be said, is there not a middle way ? A reduc- 

tion to He. 1-4 costs us 3'32 crores in 1924-25 and a further t 
ciores in 1925-26, making a total loss of 5*48 crores in 1925-26. 
Thereafter, allowing for normal growth in yield, ihe annual recurrent 
loss is in the neigh bout hood of 6 crores. A reiluction to H$. 2 f^er 
maund involves a loss in 1924-25 of Rs. 1*82 crores and little more 
in 1925 26. With the salt tax fixed at K-. 2 per maund by the 
verdict of this House, the disturbing factors which have upset the cal- 
culations in 1923-24 in regard to issues of salt would be clfrninatefl. 

and though the dealent would, it is to be leared, succeed in making 

some of the special profits which they have Ii«d in view in reducing 
I heir stocks, their gams would not be so appreciable as would result 
irom a reduction to i<e. 1-4. A reduction of the salt duty to Rs. 2 
per maund would still leave us with a surplus 01^154 lukhs in 102 1- 
^5 and the extra loss in 1925-26 is so small that we could afford 
to ignore it. Even though 00 purely financial and economic groufids 
they may be doubtful of the desirability of rerlucing taxation in face 

the claims of the Provinces lor reduction of their contr*butions, are 
the Government not prepared to adopt this middle course ? 

69 After full consideration of all the special circumstances, the 
<-overnment of India have decided not to ask the House to continue 
the salt duty of Rs. 2-8 a maund. But in view of their repeated 
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pledges OQ the subjert oi the Provincial contributions, and still n ore 
because tliey are convinced that even the poorest Indian— and 
perhaps the po(»icst most ol all— will bent fit far more by the main- 
^tenance of sound finances in the Central Government* and by a 
* beginning of a reduction in the Provincial contributions, they have 
decided that the middle course is the right course. Ihey propose to 
divide the surplus between the two claimants. 

70. The recommendation of the Government of India therefore is, 
and 1 desire to make it clear to the House that this recommendation 
is made alter full consultation vith the Secretary ot State and with 
bis full approval and support* that out ol the surplus oi 3*36 crores 
a sum of i*h2 be applied to reducing the salt tax from Ks. 2-b-o 
fier maund to Rs. 2 per maund and that a sum of Rs. 1*50 crores 

applied to a reduction oi the Provincial contributions. This will 
give immediate rebel to four provinces, it will reduce the contribu- 
tion ot Madras from 348 lakhs* to 268 lakhs. It Will reduce the 
conltibutiou ol the Punjab by 38 lakhs, from 175 lakhs to 137 lakhs. 
The contribution of the United Piovinces will be reduced Uom 2^0 
lakhs to 210 lakhs, a reduction ol 30 fakhs. Burma will get a small 
leduclion oi 2 lakhs on its contribution of 64 lakhs. 

71. 1 do not vvifch to appeal to provincial particularism. We 
here represent the v^holc of India. As I said a few weeks ago. 
borrowing the words of the Honouiable Pandit Madan Mohan Mala- 
viya. this is a naticnal quistion and should be looked at from a 
national stardpoint. 'Ihe Devoluticn Rules presciibe the picpotiions 
in uhich each {lovince's* contiibuiicn is to be reduced as money 
bcc<me8 available. 7 he pioviccis named arc the first to get relict. 
But well begun is 1 alt done." The tuin of the ctbeis came next, 
and their p1c^f.ect oi iccuctitn is brought ro much the neatc^r by the 
dealing avay (i piior claims. But more important still is the m- 
teicst of India as a whole in making a beginning in dealing with this 
tinning sore ol tie Picvircial ccntiibutions, This House, in the fiist 
year of its life, has an cppoitunity of helping to make good tbr 
financial bads ct the Rdoims iicm lack of which many c( the difii- 
cullies of the last three years have ^plUDg. Ibe Goveinment of India 
a.^k the cc-cpeiaiion oi tie Asttmbly in enablingf them so to manat.v 
the firanics ol the couutiy thai the way may be cleat icr consiitU' 
ticnal pHgie.^B unhampered by any impedimeuts arising irem financial 
disorders. 



STATEMENT I. 

SiaUfMnt comparing the actual Revenue and E xpenditure of the Central Oopemmeni (/mpmal Bovmna cmS 
RxpendUure before the Reforms) with the Revised Rsiimatos for each year from 191814 to 198£*88. 
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STATEMENT 11 . 

Calculation of the net contribution from liaUv>ay% to Osneril Rmnuns in 192^ 25 « 
(See paregraph 41 of ipeeeb.) 

(Figures in thousands of rupees.) 

Revised Estimate, 
I 923 - 24 . 

A. — (i) Capital at charge, all lines .. .. 6,45,80.91 

Deduct— 

(a) ior strategic lines .. .. 20,50,37 

(h) for capital contributed by Indian States 

and Railway Companies . . . . 74*9o>40 1,01,40,77 

(ii) Capital at charge, commercial lines. • . . . . 5,44,40,14 

(iii) Contribution at five-sixths of i per cent. . . . . 4*53>^7 

B. — (i) Gross traffic receipts, all lines .. .. .. 94.22.02 

Deduct— R eceipts, strategic lines . . . . . it 97»23 

(ii) Gross traffic receipts, commercial lines . . . . 92.24,79 

(iii) Working ex))enses. all lines .. .. 60,96,00 

Deduct— E xpenses, strategic lines . . . . 2,2 ,17 

(iv) Working expenses, commercial lines .. .. 58,07,«3 

(v) Share of surplus profits paid to Indian States and Railway 

Companies .. .. .. .. i >1,42 

59.79,25 

(vi) Net receipts, commercial lines ( (ii) minus (iv) and (v) J . . 32,45.34 

Add— S ubsidized Companies, Government share of surplus 

profits .. .• .. .. 23,27 

(vii) Total net receipts .. .. .. •• 32.68,81 

(viii) Interest on capital at charge, all lines . . . • i 7 , 37 *s^^ 

Deduct — I nterest, strategic lines .. .. i 0 1,76 

(ix) Interest on capital at charge, commercial lines . . 10,36,22 

(X) (a) Interest jxirtion of annuities in purchase of railways 3 11.34 

(b) iulcrest on capital Contributed by Indian States and 

Railway Companies . . . . . . 3.11,79 

(xi) Total interest charges, commercial lines .. .. 22.59 35 

(xii) l^ind and subsidy .. .. .. .. 7*4 > 

(xiii) Miscellaneous Railway expenditure . . . . 10.72 

(xiv) Total (xi), (xii) and (xiii) ,, .. 22,83,48 

(xv) Net gain from coinmerciai lines (vii) minus (xiv) 9,85,33 

(xvi) Cont ribution at five-sixths of 1 per cent, on capital at charge 

I A (iii) } .. .. .. .. 4.53.67 

(xvii) Surplus profits .. .. .. .. 5.3 ‘'O* 

(xviii) One-fifth of surplus profits .. .. 1*06.33 

(xix) Total contribution ( (xvi) plus (xviii) } . . .. 5,60,00 

(xx) Deduct — 

(a) loss in working strategic lines . . 30.94 

(b) interest on capital a charge, strategic linens 1,01.76 

2.32,70 

(xxi) Net contribution ,, .. 4,27,30 

Note. — The contribution will in future years be calculated on tlie actual 
results of Uie penultimate year's working; but in 1924-25, t4e year o 
inception of the new system, on the results of the working in 1923-24. 'I be 
net contribution of 4,27.30 shown in this statement is therefore subject to 
adjustment when the actuals of 1923-24 are known. 



STATEMENT III. 

Ctmtume* of the coidrihakm from BaOnayt to Qentnl Bovtnvts m ik» yoar 
19X4 under the present and propored (reparation) tyaenu, 

(^ee iwngnph 41 oi ipeMh.) 


Present system, 

Bndget Bstimate 1024 25. 
(«) OroM traffic rcceipta ... 97,00^02 
DfiDVCT— 

(a) WoikiDg Ex- 

penars ...1)0,68,04 

(b) Share of 8ar< 
plot Profits paid 
to Indian Stats 
and Railway 

Companies ... 1,14,87 67.82.9i 
<ii) Ni't receiptH ... ... 20,24, Vl 

(Hi) Subbidiitd Companus, Oos- 
erument share of sorplos 

profits ... ... 2u,92 

(IV) Total net receipts ... 20,49.0.H 

(i) (a) Interest on capital 

at charge ... MM8 05 

(b) loterest portion 

of antinities in 
pnrcbase of rail- 
ways ... 2,97,50 I 

(c) Interest on capital I 

cuntribnted by I 

Indian States 


(Figures in thousands of rupees.) 
Proposed system. 

Budget Estimate 1924.25. 
(1) Orois traffic receipts ... 97,06,92 
DgunCT— 

(a) Working Ex- 
penses ... 6.*>,28,04 

(b) Share rf Sur- 
plns Profits paid 
to Indian Statrs 
and Railway 

Companies ... 1,14,87 00,.S7, 91 

(il) Net receipts ... ... 

( 111 ) Snbsiditeil Companies, Gov. 
ernment share of surplus 

profits ... ... 25.92 

(Iv) Total net receipts ... :io.94.9:H 

(?)(•) Intetcbt on cajdlal 

at charge ... 19,18,IC» 

(b) Intprest p rt’on 

of annuitif'M m 
purchase of rail- 
ways ... 

(c) Interest on capiiul 

contributed by 
Indian States 


and Railway 
(Uim panics ... 2 h0,(i9 

21 , 9 . 5,711 

(m) I.iand and Fubsidy ... ... Ifi.i O 

(vii) Miscellaneous Railway expen- 
diture ... ... 22 4.5 

(viv ) Totsl (v), (vi) and (vti) ... 25 54 15 


and Kailway 

(Umipaniis ... 2 8(1,09 

21.95.Tf) 

(vi) Land iind subsidy ... ... 

(VO) Misct lIuneoUN Hallway expen- 
diture ... ... 22,15 

(viii) Railway rem«rves ... ... 

(IX) Total (V) (VI), (vii) and (eiii) ... jpTTiT^i 


(iM Net contribution from Rail- (i) Net contribution from Rail- 
ways to General revenues ways to Gi'tierul revenucM 

[ (IV) MIMCJS (viii) ] ... 4 15,78 [ (iv) MtM)^ (it) ] 


Note. — T he figures lor Working Expenses is 1,45.00 less under the 
proposed (scparaiicn) system than under the piresent syattni, hr cause: — 

(i) As an integral part oi the proposed systini the allocation oi (xpen- 
diture on renewals between Capital and Revenue will be revised , 
and with the revised allocation 1,15,00 is expecteil to be chargciJ 
to Capital next year, which, under the present systini, must he 
charg^ to Revenue. 

(ii) Under the present system 30 lakhs must he charged lu WoiKing 
Expenses next year, in order to write down to maikct jmcfh tlj«; 
value of stores in stock, and 10 write off out of Revenne the loss 
involved in the sale of surplus and obsolete stores. I ’ndcr the 
proposed (separation) system, this charge will he nu t from fho 
Railway reserves. 

U will be observed that this figures of i,4%oo is the equivalent of fi) the 
increase of 11.52 in the contribution expectwl to Iw made from Railways to 
t'eneral revenues under the proposed (separation) system, and {2) the amount 
*» 33»48 expected to be carried to Railway reserves. 
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General Discussion on the Budget 

On MARCH 5ih the Assembly met lor the geoeiml discuitioii of 
the Budget. The target of criticisms was the Military Budget and the 
Sait Doty* Khan Bahadur Shartraz Khan opened the discosstoo^ and 
Mr. Shanmukham Cbetty followed him. Liberals and Independents 
alone took the leading part. And although Swarajists as a whole 
were neutral, three speakers on their behalf, Mr. Ran^a Iyer, Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta, and Mr. A. N. Dutt expressed their view-point 
towards the dose of the debate. Mr. RANGA IYER said that it was a 
British Budget with a " British character, a budget for £agiand*a 
prosperity and also slightly for India's good but only through 
the English channel. There was in it taxation impcMed without listen- 
ing to the representatives of the people. Since the British came to India, 
India's doors had been thrown open to exploiters by adopting free trade 
and her industry killed and all ‘ her money sunk in foreign markets by 
purchasing foreign goods. This injustice had been confessed by some 
far-sighted statesmen like Lord Randolph Churchill in 1886. He asked, 
was there any change to-day ? The certification of the Salt Tax had 
shown that autocracy was as supreme as ever. Loro Oliv.er had 
himself admitted that there could be no taxation without representa^ 
tiOQ and as under the existing system there was no real representa- 
tion because Government was not responsible to the Legislature, they 
could not vote the budget in the name of the people. 

Mg. Jamnadas MEHTA did' not enunciate any principle but put 
down details that unless the Military Budget which, both secret and 
open, amounted to eighty crores instead of sixty was reduced to 
thirty crores, unless Provincial Contributions. Salt Tax and Cotton 
Excise were wiped off the Indian budget, at least Swarajists^ could 
never vote for the budget. 

The criticism of Moderates ranged between mild and bitter. All 
were unanimous in favouring the Salt-Tax at Ks. 1-4. Mr. Ranga- 
chariar and Sir Chimanlal SETALVAD took Government to task for 
ignoring the Assembly's opinion and certifying Salt Tax. Sir Chimanlal 
said that the Salt Tax had not helped Government but had thrown 
the Liberals who had stood by Government to the wolves (meaning 
Swarajists). Mr. Kanga Iyer however said that the real reason of the 
liberals' defeat at the last election was the Liberals' support of the 
repressive campaign. Sir Purusbotamdas and Sir Chimanlal asked the 
Government as to why it could not use the windfall ot 472 lakhs last 
year and they both dwelt at length on the scandab of Indian money 
being sacrificed in the disputes, of several crores ouutanding between 
India and the War ofl&ce. and also in respect of those already 
settled they urged safeguarding of India's Interests. Equally vehement 
was Sir Purushottamdas' onslaught in demanding protection to the 
Steel Industry before the session concluded. He spoke in the bitterest 
language of the verdict of the country if by delay Government killed 
the steel industry. Sir Purusbotamdas also exposed the jugglery 
which the Finance Member had resorted to in babnetng his 
budget. He said the Budget was a deficit budget because the interest 
on Paper Currency Reserve which required special Legislative sanction 
had been included in the budget I 

Mr. RANGACHARIAR white congratulating the Finance Member on 
some good points of the budget said that the decrease in Salt revenue 
was due to poverty of the people. Madras, be said. ;would not be 
selfish in the matter of the provincial contribution with that high 
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salt dttty of Rs. 2. He hoped the Goveroment would lake a lesson 
after die Rowlatt Act and the certification of the Salt-tax that when- 
ever ftey spumed and defied popular opinion, they were wrong and 
dearly paid for it. He warned Government not to repeat the mistake. 
Further, his objections to the budget was not so much for its com- 
missions as for some serious omissions. No important infoimation can 
be gathered from it. For instance, how many yards of yarn were 
they consuming per head in the average ? Whether it had gone up 
or down ? How many persons paid Income-tax ? What was the daily 
average income of Indians ? and so on. With profound sarcasm he 
said that the Government stafi which was kept busy ransacking what 
Pc. Malaviya had said so long ago as 1909 and what the fiombay 
Chronicle had once said about Mr. Patel — matters which seemed to 
give Sir Malcolm an unholy glee in studying and bringing torward — 
could be far better employed in collecting useful informations such as 
he asked. 

H. E. the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF rose early in the debate 
anticipating a heavy attack on the military policy. anJ spoke at great 
length. He emphatically asserted that fighting troops had been reduced 
by eighteen thousand in British ranks and nineteen thousand 
in Indian ranks. He, as Command er-in -Chief, shall never take 
lesponsibility for tlie defence of India with any further reduction 
in that strength although he would do his best to economise in 
other directions. Lord Kawlinson complacently forgot that what was 
urged by Indian members was not so much reduction in fighting 
strength as replacement by cheap Indian soldier of the costly Britisher. 
Secondly Indians feel that military strength is still kept at war 
strength and not peace strength obviously because of the distrust 
of the Indians. He however asserted that Indians were not dis- 
trusted because fifty pet cent of the strength in artillery, for instance, 
was Indian who were employed as drivers, gunners, etc. This caused 
a roar of laughter which apparently took the Commander-in -Chief by 
surprise. Several questions came to which be did not reply and asked 
lor notice. Thereupon Mr. K. C. Roy asked a very pertinent question 
as to whether any commissions were granted to Indians in these artil- 
lery technical services. The Commander- in-Chief replied in the affirma* 
t ve but he did not seem to have fully caught the question because 
Indians arc not taken into these services. The Commander-in-Chief 
lee ing his position weak at once confessed that the question of com- 
missioned ranks was of vital importance to India, but that its satis- 
iactory solution depended on education alone, because modern warfare 
was scientific and complicated. Lord Rawhnson then got hold of a 
statement made by Mr. Pa* during the debate on Dominion Status 
that within a decade Indianisation of the Army should be made good, 
lie said it took twenty-five years to make a Colonel and it bad t.ikco 
torty years to make their Commaoder-in-Chicf. Did India mean to 
take less time to produce Indians for those ranks? (Several voices 
Hplied in the negative). The Commander-in-Cbief thought be had won 
hii point but be did not know that what was in the mind *4 
members was that the course of training was undoubtedly to be 
undergone but that a begiuniug must be made and that the beginning 
kad not yet been made. They only wanted a beginning and would 
abide by the period. The Commander-in-Cbief *8 speech left the same 
impression which (be Home Member's speech had icceotly created that 
f^overnment btings forward our Military backwardness not to remedy it 
but to hold it up for redicule and as a handle to check further con* 
^titutional advance. 
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On Mcfch 6 th the ditcunion cn the hvdget teas resumed. 

Dr. GOUR asked: Who bad the majority: Govt, vdih its veto, 
or Ibe Legislafute? In the H. of C. it bad been stated that a pot- 
tion of Briiisb Aimy was stationed in India to relieve the Biitisb taxpayer. 
What bad happened to the Esher Recommendations ? He asserted tnat so 
long as the Secretary of State who was reponsible for bolding up the 
Army Indianisation was there to over-ride the Government of India 
he saw no hope of a reduction of the Army expenditure which was 
eappiog the Indian Exchequer. He then denounced tbe^ Salt Tax and 
said that the tailing ofi in the expected n venue was the strongest 
evidence that it should he abolished. 

Mr. PILCHER, the Die-hard Anglo-Indian, w'bo followed Dr. Gour 
made, in the course of a delectable speech condemning Indian view- 
points of the Budget, a severe stricture on Lord Olivier's remarks on the 
iniquity of the Salt Tax. 

Mr. Burden, who followed after a few more speeches, made a 
lengthy statement on the Army policy of the Govt. 

Pandit MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA criticised the administra- 
tion under the heads Finance. Army. Commerce. Public Works 
and Home Departments, and concluded his speech with an appeal 
lor an effective change in the system of Government. Otherwise, 
he told the Government that they must be prepared to carry on the 
administration without the moral support of the Assembly. Referring 
to the Finance Department, he bitterly complained about the policy of 
ever-increasing expenditure, while there had not been a corresponding 
growth in the average income per head of the population. Alter 
alluding to the Salt Tax and its Certification by the Viceroy. Pandit 
Malaviya said that after the War. people expected that the taxation 
imposed during extraordinary times would be removed; but their hopes 
were frustrated and more taxes had been imjxised. The Government 
had not placed the Currency question on a sound basis, nor had they 
established a State Bank with facilities in every District and Talu<{. 
As rt'gards the Army. Pandit Malaviya strongly pleaded for the im- 
mediate disbandment of the 27.000 British troops at present employed 
lor internal security, which was a matter for the ordinary police and 
not for the military. In India there was greater peace and order than 
in any other country. What was wanted was a large National policy, in 
which some schools in the country would be required, as in England, to 
select suitable lads for the Army and give them the necessary train- 
ing, but the situation at present was very disappointing with one Dehra 
Dun College with 70 students 1 ! ! Alluding to the proposed separat on 
of Railway Finances from General Finance be said that India couKl 
not forget that so many as 800 crores of the taxpayers* money had 
been spent on railways during the last several decades. A good deal 
of saving could be made in Railway expenditure, if the rolling stock 
was manufactured in India, and this could not be done without help- 
ing iron and steel works in India. The Pandit urged the Government 
to set apart fi ty crores for the purpose. In this connection, the 
Pandit gave his sup^xirt to the proposed policy of protection 
to the Tata iron and Steel works, and urged Government to publish 
the recommendations of the Tariff Board and act upon them without 
delay, as otherwise it would be a great disaster to the Tatas. Pro- 
tection was also needed to other industries, and the cotton excise 
duty or. if that could not be done, to increase the import duty on 
cotton without which, he said, it wras impossible lor India to compete 
with energetic Japan. As regards the Public Works Department, the 
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speaker referred to wkat he called the criminal waste of public money 
on new Delhi and urged the appointment of a Committee to go into 
the matter. Lastly, he referred to the Home Department, and 
criticised it as a mismanaged Department. He asked the Govern- 
ment to start with a dean state by releasing all those who had 
been imprisoned during the last few years under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. under the Seditious Meetings Act and under such 
other measures. Conduiing he said : ** Remember that a change has 
come in India. You must recoc^nise the change in the Assembly. 
Here, we, in the Assembly, are anxious to co-operate with you, and 
treat with you. Are you, on your part, willing to co-operate with us 
by orderin? the release of al chose who have Deou imprisooiHl in the 
name oi law and order ? Wo want our grievances to bj settled 
before wc vote the supply. Unless there is an eariy effective change 
in the system of Government. 1 tell the Government that they roust 
he prepared to carry on the administration wituout the moral support 
of those who have come here.*' 

Mr. HARCHANDKAl VTSHlNDAS also attacked the Salt duty, and 
in the matter oi tlie Military imixisition said that they should follow 
a more humanising policy such as agriculture, roads and education on 
the frontier than the policy of constant military preparedness. 

Mr. JINNAH confined bis observations to military expenditure. He 
said that the question of the strength of the fighting troops must no 
doubt be determined by the Commander-inXhief, but he asked whether 
the saving suggested by doing away wiih the liritish troops could not 
be effected without in any way afiectiog the lighting troops. 
Secondly, by the increase of Indian troops in the place of the British, 
a considerable saving could be effected. Mr. Jimiah quoted Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald's writings to show that halt of the Army in India was for 
Imperial purpose^ and must be paid out of the imperial Exchequer. 
Then, again, be said that there were 1,078 oificers in the Indian 
portion of the Army in India, and if they were to ]>roceed at the 
rate of ten cadets a year, hew Jong would it take to completely 
Indianise the Army? W ben would the time come? (voices •'Never"). 
Mr. Jinnah said that the present scheme was negligible and the 
Selection of cadets was coofioed to men whose family history was 
look(.*d into. 

He would like to see an Indian sitting by the Command er-in- 

Chiei's side 10 sec that the Indian Army was made a really National 

Army. Unfortunately, the Government of India Act did not permit 
It, and he hoped that the Act would soon be changed. ile 

}x)iDted out that he wanted the army in India on the dominion 
model. On the one band, Incliaoisalion of the Commissioned ranks 
t»f the Anny must proceed, and on the other hand, Uut territorial 

Vrmy must be developed to make it a really efleclive l»iie ot 
drtence, which would give opportunity all classed ol Indians to 

take part in defence. So far, efloits in conoeciion with the 'ierntorial 
force had been very unsatirfactory. and very slow. Mr. Jinnah said 
that if Lord Rawlinson was ready the Coiiicnandcr-ia-Chief of the 
Assembly, he ought to very earnestly devote himself to the ta^k ol 
voiving a definite scheme in respecc of ludiauisatioii and not rnak«*. 
India wait for 200 years by the recruitineiit ol tea cadets a year. 

The Commander-in-chief explained that two hundred years had 
*Hen apparently calculated on the basis that ten cadetes would bo 
taken fur all time to come. On the other hand, he had recently 
j>iiDctioned an increase of students at Debra Dun College in order lo 
he able to increase the number ol cadets. 
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Mr. Jlnnah weleomad it. but aiked the Commaoder-lo^Chief asd 
Goveroment to make an eameit endeavour to come witii a definite 
edieme^ making a sobetantial beginning and not a mere eye-wath. 

Trb GovaaMimr Reply 

After Mr. Jinnah had spoken. Sir BASIL BACKETT stood up and 
addressed the House lor 40 minutes. There was a definite responsibili^ 
placed before this House in coming to a decision as to how to make 
proper use of the surplus of three hundred and thirty six lakhs. It 
was only Mr. Shanmukam Chettiar who suggested an alternative 
method of meeting the situation if the Salt-Tax was to be brought 
down, and that was by debiting to capital 180 lakhs of railway an- 
nuities. On the other Sand, Pnndit Malaviya had treated this House 
tct one^ hon^s eloquent fieW: of incorrect statemeiMts^ widely the Hease 
was now^emng abciistomed to, but there was no practical proposal of 

meeting the situation if the Salt-Tax was reduced to one rupee and 

four annas per maund. No doubt, the Pandit had referred to the 
imposition of an increased import doty on cotton goods, but the 
effect of such an imposition would, according to Sir Baril Blackett, be 
six times the cost to the average Indian villager. Then, Sir Basil 
Blackett quoted figures to show that the military expenditure was not 
increasing, but slowly decreasing, his figures showing a decrease of 

some 5 crores in three years in a total of 65 crorea II 

1 he real problem was to increase India’s prosperity by way 

of more money properly spent, so said the finance Member. 

If the Government was to spend mere money on beneficial 
services, they must have the support of the representatives 

of the people, and that was one of the things which the 

Reforms Act brought within India’s reach, if the Salt Tax was 

not reduced to one Rupee and 4 annas, and maintained at 2 

Rupees, then the Government would be able to invest the proceeds in 
education, sanitation, and other services ! 1 ! This was not an argument 
meant to catch votes, but was placed in all earnestness and sinceiity, 
and in the interest of India. If the Salt Tax was not put at Ks. 2 
per maund, there would be no relief in Provincial Contributions. 
As regards the '’windfall” which bad been criticised^ tffe Finance 
Member said that this windfall was seen last year. It was on 

the tree, but fell only this year. Government was not in a position 
to make any reduction in the cotton excise duty this year. Pro- 
ceeding, Sir Basil Blackett referred to the criticisms of Lord 

Olivier's reference in the House of Lords to the Salt Tax and 

the support of the Salt Duty at Rs. 2 per maund. Obviously, 
Lord Olivier was explaining to the House of Lords the reasons for 
what he described as the general feeling expressed in India. It was, 
therefore, very unfair that the Secretary of State should be accused in 
this House of stabbing the Government of India in the back without the 
opportunity of defence being put up in its behalf, but since realising 
the things that had been said about Lord Olivier, the Government of 
India made a special request to the Secretary of State as to what 
hia intention was in that matter, nnd he bad explained in the way 
he (Sir Basil) had just stated. 

Mr. Patel asked : Will the Finance Member lay on the tlM^le a 

copy of the telegram he sent to the Secretary of State ? To this Sir 

Basl replied: ”1 do not propose to lay anything on tbi table**, 
much to the amusement of the House. 

n# gsnsrsi discussion m the Budget having concluded the Bouse ad' 
journed for voting on specific demands to the 10th March, 



t Voting on the Budget 

Refusal to Grant Supplies 

MAUCU lOTB t9t4 

On MARCH loth the great Budget delmte on Ihe voUng on 
dcinands was held. The Assembly met at ii a.m. amidst tense 
excitement isith above 120 members present— 'S record attendance 
during the session. The result ot the voting, was a forgegone conclusion, 
as the Rationalists by a three-fourths majoiity had decided to refuse 
the first demano. The Swarajists and the Government side were 
equally matched, and 7 Independents, whom neither party claimed, 
hdd the key to the situation. 

When question time was over, ail eyes turned to Pt. Nehru, but 
to the surprise of many Dr. Gour rose. He asked a question of which 
he had given private notice to the Home Member. He drew attention 
to the special cable in the 'Statisman* stating that a Cabinet Commit- 
tee bad been set up to consider Indian afiairs and to consult the members 
of tbe Secretary of Stat« *8 Council. He drew attention to tbe state- 
ment in tbe 'Daily Hbralo' that members of l^rliamcnt would be con- 
sulted and representatives of Indian opinion would be allowed to 
^ubmft their views. He also asked for information regarding the I unc- 
tions of this Committee, the scope of its enquiry, and as to what 
steps the Government had taken to institute their departmental enquiries. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey said that he bad agreed to answer the ques- 
tion because tbe Assembly might be interested in the matter, even 
though be was not able to give a very full and satisfactory answer. 
1 be news that a Cabinet Committee bad been foiined was correct 
and he bad cabled the Secretary of State for further information. 
As for the power of consultation by that Committee, be did not 
possess any information about it. Ibc Cabinet Committee was already 
in opeiation. As soon as be received information about its scope 
and procedure, he would communicate it to tbe House. 

When Ibis question was be'ng discussed seme thought that it was 
inspired, and that it was a new dodge of Sir Malcolm to divide the 
nationalist votes in tbe Assembly by bolding up false hopes of a 
Cabinet Committee. A stream of questions at once poured in from 
all sides. Sir Malcolm Haley was answerless, as he had asked for more 
details which had not yet come. But lour questions cleared the issue. 
Mr. Cbamanlal asked whether it was not tbe part of ihc general 
|)oJicy of Labour to set up committees attached to all departments. 
"That may be so" — said the Home member. 

Mr. Pal asked : was that committee going to abrogate the Home 
member's Departmental enquiry committee ? 

'Certainly not' was Sir Malcolm's emphatic reply. 

'Would it undertake revision of tbe Govt, of India Act', asked Mr. 
Jinnah. The Home member confessed that he was a drying well and 
had nothing more to give. 

Pandit Moti Lai thereupon pricked tbe bubble aud asked tbe 
Home member to divulge the text of the Government's cable to the 
^ccy of State. Tbe Home Member said tliat they bad cabled for 
information, in view of the budget d fcussior. 

This reply gave the clearest indication that the Covernmtnt bad 
tried to see if another bait could be thrown to divert the votes of 
those who were le^s wary of the Govt's methods. However Dr# Gour 
And Mr. Pal suggested tbe postponement of the debate till the reply 
«as received but Sir Malcolm opposed adjournment and did not 
PWimise luriher reply within ih days. 

24 
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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
DEMAND UNDER «*CUSTOMS'’. 

Sir CHARLES INNES next moved for a demand for grants cl 
over Rs. 71,84.000 under the head 'Customs'. 

In vieve of the fact that the policy of total refusal of grants 
was gOiUg to be discussed. Dr. Gour moved for an adjournm^at of the 
debate for three days within which time, he thought, a reply might 
come from the Secretary of State. 

The Home Member made it plain that the despatch of a reply 
rested with the Secretary, and that he did not think it would come 
within three days. 

The President said that he could not accept ihe motion, but 
Members wouid have another chance when the voting on the Finance 
Bill comes. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey, referring to the noticed of reduciion, pointed 
out that Hs motions for omission had been given notice &f, he wanted 
to know whether those could be moved in the form in which they 
were given, and suggested that such notices should be discussei first. 

Pandit Motilal and Mr Patel explained that according lo rules, 
they were right in moving for the omission of demands. 

The President said that if Pandit Motilal insisted on his motion 
for amendment, the Chair would let him do so. He also pointed out 
that in the discussion under Customs, he would, in view of the general 
feeling in the House, permit the consideration of bigger issues first, 
v.z, the question of total rejection on general grounds, but that 
the ilLcussion in respect ot other heads must be co.ifined to those 
heads. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru. 

PANDIT MOriLAL moved for the total omission of the grant 
under Customs. He made it clear that he bad no grievance against 
the Customs Department as it was, and that h^s moiion i elated to it 
because it happened to be the first demand lor grant. He said : 

My grievance is not aga nst this or that branch of administration, 
hut against the entire administration of the Government of India. The 
leasons arc the very unsatisfactory and disappointing nature of the 
response made by the Government to the resolution passed by the 
majority on the subject of the establishment of Responsible Govern- 
ment in India. I may inform the House, and specially some of the 
more ncivous members of it, that it has nothing whatever to do with 
what has been described as wrecking or destroying — the policy of Non- 
Co operation. It is a perfect y constitutional and legitimate means ot 
bringing the various grievances of India to the notice of the Govern* 
meat, and when other remedies have failed this is the only course 
open to people who still have outstanding grievances. 1 know that 
the grants will be restored, and that we shall be knocking our heads 
in vain against the treasury gates, but this is the strongest lorm of 
protest." 

Confioumg. Pandit Motilal quoted extensively from well-known 
writers on ihe English and French Ccnsiituiion and the righu in 
respect of voting on the Budget to point out that tha supplies 
depended upon the rediess of grievances, and that if, since 17^4, this 
method had not been resorted to in England, it was due to the develop- 
ment of the Constilution, which made it impos ible for any Government 
to resist the will of the people. He also quoted from the speech of 
Fox during the days of Pitt, showing that Fox justifiid the refusal to 
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vote londe in .exti erne cases. Drawing a distinction between free 
people and the avea of an abso ute monarchy, the Pandit asked the 
Hou^e to keep in view this distinction that in the case 
oi a free people the refusal to vote meant the paralysis of the adminis- 
tration. But in the case of slaves, it only meant knocking 
their heads against the gates of the treasury, as the demand would be 
restored. He sa d that while this weapon ior the refusal of the vote 
was rusting in England, they in India had to forge it as a new 
veapoo. The Assembly was helpless in respect of the budget, and 
could not exercise its independent judgment for the benefit of the 
people, because the power of Ceitification could nullify anything they 
did. They were something like cbildien i>la>iDg at boldiets. There was 
all the parapbetnalia ol a Parliamentary show without the substaucc. 

He said that Lotd Olivier's statement had sent a cold wave 
thioughout the rountry, and it bad been ileclaied by the country as 
totally unsatihlaciory and disappointing. Lotd Olivier had accuse<^l uh 
that we wculd not play. The fact is that we refuse to play an 
unfair game in which both sides do not get equal chances and 
advantages. No immediate or eaily prospect of the revision of Ihe^ 
rules is held out. It is only stated : ** We will see whether wc can- 
not fiid within the rules something to make actual play more fair to 
ycu and more fair to us. So far as the revision of the rules is 
concerned, we commit ourselves to nothing". This is all the reply 
that Lcrd Olivier's statement has given to a great deal of ex[>ecta- 
lions and to those who were building castles in the air. Lord Olivier 
had quoted the manifesto of the Swaraj Patty. But while in no 
way committing the House to the manifesto, tbe speaker declared 
tt.at the debates on the same subject in the last AsH'Qibiy bad shown 
that exactly the same sentiments contaiiied in tliat manifesto were 
expieised by Mr. Kat gacbaiiar. Ibcy were sentiments not only ol 
the Swaraj Party but of the whole of India. Lord Uhvier had 
admitted that certain things did rankle in Indian minds, but Laid 
Olivier had not seen the wounds deep r. Possibly, be was not supplied 
with lull information by the Govemment of India. There were seiious 
1 missions in the list of grievances. Pandit Molilal expressed bis 
appieciation of the ccnciliatory manner and courageous ctitcsni and 
obteivatioDS of the Secretary ol State regaid ng General Dyer, the 
stiel-fiame speech, Kenya, and the Salt Tax (which, he was sorry to 
find, bad been minimbed in a subsequent explanation). The reference 
to Mr. Gandhi was particularly courageous, and took away, to a 
certain extent, the sting frem the action ol the Government ol India 
in taking away ail grace from the release by puttrng it on medical 
giouDOs. But among the omissions in the speech were the Kowfatt 
Act and the indiscriminate reprcsaion and oppression that followed in 
the campaign cl repression, in the application of the Crim nal Law 
Amendment Act, and the Guiukabag affair which really exasperated 
the Sikhs. As for Non-co* operation, the far-sighted statesman Mr. 
Gokhale bad admitted in 1905 that if the humiliation of Indians 
continued, co-opcratioo with the bureaucracy would 00 longer be 
possible. But when they came to judge the actual 1 expense, they 
found that the Secretary of State did not go beyond ihe Home 
Member. There is the patient bleeding to death, and the Surg'son 
replies •• 1 am preoccupied, and i must «akc iny own litne 10 get 
ready to slop the bleeding." Pandit Motilal was glad that Mr. 
Montagu's phrase that the British were thi* most determined people 
on earth had not been repeated by Lord Olivier, because detrrm na- 
ti-n was not the heritage ol me Bmi&lKr only. It was a humau 
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more human io thoie who stood bv their riaht^ than in those 
who withheld the right of others. Lord Oiivier had said that the 
Government of India providel a seaworthy vessel. My answer 
that it may be a seaworthy vessel, bat it not big enough for the 

snlllions of Indians who have to be carried to the other shore. 

The speaker next quoted from a published letter of Mr. MacDonald 
stating that the cbanae in Goveromental michmery should atm at 
changing the Viceroy's Council iato a Cabinet responsible to 
the people’s representatives, and to give India control over her 

finances. Mr. MacDonald had expressed the hope that wisdom may 
help the two people to arrive at That solution. Pandit Motilal there- 
fore asked Lal^ur to deliver the goods. As for the refusal of supplies* 
it was merely a sign of irritation. They were taking the strongest 
step possible, and it would be a misfortuoe if it fell flat. He 

appeiled to all. and particularly to the Indian elected members wbo» 
he was sure, would vote with him in refusing supplies* 

Sir Malcolm Hailey. 

Sir MALCOLM HAILEY said that Pandit Motilal Nehru had 
been perfectly frank in admitting that the Government would have 
to use their reserve power in the case of a refusal of supplies 
in the interests, accordiog to Sir Malcolm, of the Indian people. 
The Pandit had realised the effect of their refusal of expenses 

under Customs, which brought them forty five crores of revenue. 
He knew that the vote would take away the chances of 

Protection to the steel industry, and that if the Customs establish- 
ment were abolished, industrial India would be the first to 

execrate the Pandit's name. (Laughter) The Pandit’s real object 

was. therefore, not to abolish the Customs Department, but to call 
attention to the grievances and to cause the Government the maximum 
embarrassment so that he might, in the most emphatic manner, call 
attention to the grievances under which India is suffering. The Home 
Member did not want as be ^aid adroitly to enter into an academic dis- 
cussion about the question of refusal of supplies before the redress of grie- 
vances. nor would he discuss constitutional bisto'y. as was done by the 
mover. He wanted to make it clear to those whose votes the Pandit bad 
sought, whether they had good reasons for adopting that course, 
whether the grievances were really so great as to justify that conrse, 
and whether the response of the Secretary of State bad been so 
incomplete as to justify that course, and before they voted, they must 
see that the course was not only justified but would actuMly benefit 
their cause. Pandit Motilal had said that the patient was bleeding, 
and the physician wanted time. ** It may be that the" physician is 
und* r the neces.-ity oi taking due precaution that hi 4 diagnosis is 
correct*’ (just like the precaution of the monkey divkling the loaf!). It 
may be. Sir. that we are practical rather that idealistic. It may 
be that we have been determined to sec. first or all. before further 
advance was made, as to what are the difficnltles in the actual 
administration of our present con^titut on. There is no country in 
Europe which depends, as India does, for its stability and material 
progress on its administrative and Governmentai institutions. I do no# 
care what the implications of that may be^ But it is nevertheless a 
fact, as we maintain, that you cannot force the pace of" political 
advance so fast and in ^vance of administrative and' legislative 
institutions. Our rep^y Is based on oms consideration, that evolution 
should be an orderly and harmonious one. We stand for "progress hv 
stages. We considered that, in the drcumstances. it was impossible to 
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aceepi ^ the pfitpoct of which wat thu thea- ttam 

shoold^jbe disregarded. That is why we opposed Mr. RaosacharUrS 
propoMRoa. We are told that we oppsied the Roand Tabe Coq- 

fareaod almost with bitteraess. I reseat any suggestion that wj 
opposed it because we were not prepared to take couasel with men. 

whether inside or outside the Assembly, whose views differed Irom 
ours. We opposed it because it seemed to disregard the necessity of 
progress b^ stages, and because it appeared to us to be based on the 
ground that the British Parltament is not the arbiter of progress to 
be made in India. We finally opposed it because we thought it an 
ineffective machinery for the purpose.’* As for the point whether 
obstruction was justified, the Home Member said: If we had shown 

an indication that we desire to go back upon the solemn pledges of 

the British people, then, perhaps, extreme steps of this nature might 
be justified. We do not say so. We are io earnest in going towards 
the same goaf, though by a different me hod.'* 

Continuing, Sir Malcolm Hailey said that he need not dilate on 
the point whether the course suggested was coustitutioual or not 
in view of India's internal conditions. The Hon. Pandit realised tlie 
t^ffect of such a vote on Parliament. Also, there were certain dangers 
if the refusal of supplies was followed by a refusal to sanction 
taxation. The matter could not stop there. There must follow a 
movement outside the Assembly. 

Mr. Devakiprasad Sinha : Bound to 1 

The Home Member, resuming, sa'd that the members of the 
^waraj Party had declared that the country was not fit for Civil 
disobedience, and that they would be able to control their fellows, 
although previous experience was not encou'-aging. But they midit 
ROW the wind and others might reap the whirlwind. However, ha 
would urge them to realise the consequences of any such mass 

movement in the country and its effect on the progress of Responsible 
Oovernment and what would be the effect of this obstruction on the 
ixilitical montalitv of the Indian people. He was one of the many 

officers of his Service who bad been brought within the orbit of 
politics. His Service men accepted the August Declaration because 
♦hev thought that its principle was correct, though they foresaw 
difficulties even them, but they loyally (?) set to work the new 

Constitution. Even now, he admitted that the machinery contained 
•Several anomalies, and even illogicalities involved in the working of 
a transitional system. **We arc willing to do our best to smooth 
over those difficulties, but if this vote is carried, many of us w.ll 
view it with regret, with rCRentmeot, because it must be a manifestr- 
tion of uoreasonableness on the pirt of the Assembly (voice of no. no); 
ir would a]<o check the orderly and harmonious progress of India triwaids 
Respr^nsible Government (voices of no. no). It bocmse of that 

and of that alone that I ask those who might have fclc tempted to 
vote; with the Pand«t to think in time whether the step suggested 
will retard or advance the progress of the ideal which they have at 
heart." 

Other Speak es 

Mr, Abhyankar emphasised that tlie doctrine of grievances befote 
’’■‘^Pplv should not have a different meaning iu India. He appeaUtd 
all. inrluiing the official Indians, to carry Pt. M^tilars motion. 

Mr, Bepin Ch, Pal found himself between two ine.xorables and ex- 
ned in anguish : what am I to do ? He could not vote for the 
neither could he join Pt. Motilal. (A voice; resign.) He 
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acccfed Govt, of not laying all their cards on the table as the 

Pundit bad more honestly done. 

Mr. PATEL recognised that the decision of the Nationalists was an 
extreme one# but be considered that ic was justifiable in the cir- 
cumstances created by the Government. There were certain facts which 
bad a direct connection with their present action, and they should be 
brought forward prominently. There were the grinding poverty of the 
people and the fact that millions died of pestilence, facts which 
Lund reds of years of British rule had not prevented. 

There was also the further fact that since the so-called Reforms 

thousands of people bad been sent to jail, including some of the most 

respected people in the land. 

He referred to the imprisonment of Mr. Gandhi, the Ali Brothers, 
and feveral other politicians. He referred also to the diseases 
prevailing in India, and extremely slow progress in education, and 
asked the Goveinment whether they were willing to co-operate 
with the Swarajists cn the terms of the Swarajists. *‘We want you 

to carry on the administration of the country by veto and by 

certification. W'e want you to treat the Government of India Acc 
as a scrap of paper, which 1 am sure it is. If the Viceroy certifies, 
what then ! Nothing but a mass movement for non-payment of taxes. 
We want you to either accept our demands or dr.ve us to the mass 
movement. The responsibility will be yours. 1 want to obstruct the 
Goveinment at every step. I wish Pandit Moti'al Nehru would allow 
me to do so. (T.a light er). Even now’, wc give you one more chance, 
but if you don't trust mo, 1 don't trust you eitlier. You must mend 
your ways or we roust make you mend your ways. Unless you mend 
at once, India will not be a bed of roses for you. 

Sir SlVASVVAMl n’PK spoke as an apologist of the Labour 

Govt, in England. He said tl at be was unable to support the 

motion of Pai dit Motilal Nchiu because be considend that it was not an 
(fficacious niethcd oi achieving their object. He recognised the spirit 
of iaiinesh and anxiety which breathed through Pandit Motilal Nehrir> 
speech, but the House must understand the difficult position of ihe 

].tibor J'any in England, ard ibc circumstances in which Lord Oliviir 
had to make itat speech in the House of Lords. In the opinion ot 
the spiaker, Lcid Oivier's speech was not unsatisfacto y. It was 

if spired with S)tnpathy, and he asked whether it was possible to e.\- 

|xct more at that stage. The occasion for making a protest had net 
yei arisen, and he thereloie deplored the s'nng expressions of opinion 

irem hs Nalionali^t fiiends. Refusal of supplies would not be able 

to hurt the Government, but it would be injuring their own repu- 
tation, and making the people suffer for want of proper beneficial 
sffvicis. He knew there was no use trying to convert the Swarajists, 
w'bom he attacked, who had come determined to nject he budget- Ht 
made strong appeal to those Independents who got lhem^elvc^ 
entangled with the Swarajists to disengage themselves from tin 
tangle. The responsibility for any constquence of adopting Pandit 
Motilal's motion would not be on the Government but on themselves. 

Grant Repushd, 

After Mr. Chatter] i of the Govt, of India had spoken, closure was 
applied. 

The motion of Pandit Motilal Nehfu for the rejection of the 
demand was pressed to a division and carried amist loud 
non- official applause by 63 to 56 votes. 
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Sir ParshotUmdas ThakurdiS, Mr. Pal. anl Of. Gjur remxiael Odutral. 

Taxss os Incomb KBjBcrsD. 

The next heaJ was a deniioi of K^. 6.13^.000 uaier t^e heid 
taxes OQ iacome. Mr. Patel move I fir the rejectioa of ths demaaL 
aad diJ not make any speech. H.; conteatei himself with the ohserva* 
tioo that the sime reasons watch impellel them to rcjecc the 
iormer item also stood against this. 

Sir Bisii Blackett opposed the motion. 

Sir Purshotamdas anl Mr. Rtmi Iyengar asked t e S vanjists n >t 
10 press this motion, as Ihiy hxl already achieve 1 their object of 
protesting against the Government's attitu le on the R ^firmi qii >i:ioti 
by refusing the first supply under Customs. It w>u'd b.- batter, they 
thought, to adopt the policy of dUcriminating obnruciiin, and discuss 
each head on its merits. Mr. Pal dedarei tha^ if tlie Swaraj isti 
pressed this motion, he would be comp die i to vote with the Govorn- 
nient, and not even r main neutral. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and Dr. D. P. Stngha asked the iioQ>ofiicials, 
in the name of consi'>teQcy. to reject this item as well. 

The motion of Mr. Patel for the rejection of the detnind was 
Cirried by a majority of one vote there botog 01 for and O i against it. 

Mr. B. C. Pal and Sir Purshottamlas ThaUurdas this time threw in 
their weight with the Government. 

Mr. R. Rama Iyengar and Mr, Marbilas Sir it wh) vote! with 
the nationalists in the fist demini now votel agiins: them anl 
with the Govt. 

Salt Dem.\nd Rcjbcted 

The next demand was for Rs. 10,655.000 under Salt. 

Before the Silt demand wis pat to vot» Mr. Calvert (official, 
Piinjab) pointed out the gravity of the proposil, because, if the 

rnactiinery for the p oductiou of the Sait Tax came to a stan isctll. it 
would mean seiious consequences to the Northern India populatio 1. 

Pandit Moli al Nehru pointed out that the Government hai already 
indicated in respect of two previous deminds that they wiu'.d n^store 
th(*m. If th;*y dil not restore the Silt dermal, it would b* a proof 
of how far they eared fir the wcdfire of the pwripe ol India. 

Sir Basil B’ackett slid that if the Assembly had acted foolishly, 

tlif Government would not act foolishly. 

Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdis urged strongly that the House should 
not vote against this demand, which touched them most viially. 

•Mr. Lokhare and Mr. Mehta suppirtcd Pandit Motiial Nehru. 

^Ir. .Mehta said that India could produce salt witliou an/ Gov/Tiiinent 
^“‘Ip. and asked the Government to give a trill to Indiin-s by abilish- 
>ng the Department for a year ! 

The omission of the Salt demand was moved by Mr. Doraiswamt 
Aiyaogar, and carried by a majority of 62 agamst 53, 

Opium Demand Rejected 

The next demand for grant of Ks. 20,731,000 under the head 

Opium** was similarly rejected by 62 to 57 vote.s. 

Jlouu then vdj'jurmd to the i^ext day. 
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2 h 0 /vlkuipg is the Diviticn Lui cn Ft Udilol tehfu *9 mticn jut 
iotal rejeciKn of the Cvitom Demand 

Divicion Ltal 


AYES-63 


PtlDft ckiALdift Kau 

V, J. laleJ 

M. A, JliJiali 
A, tat^ai vtaiiif Ijto^ar 
Vealiatapatbi Buku 
K. H. Hergy 
K. V. heoay 
bbasmokbani Cbctty 

M. K. Acbatja 
DoTaitaaml Jjeo^ar 

N. i\ Kelkar 

K tlama Ijengar 
Sadaaiva Bbat 
tr. A. K. Jftlani 
K. K. Nainbi^ar 
K O. LoIk khTff 
li. V. Bcivi 
,lBiuiiadaa Mibta 
KaMuiMai LalV^bni 
U. ('. Hay 
T. (J. Ookwann 
Yfik('( b 0. AiilV 
/^na'uaib Patt 
Ka?/ni All 
Ab( ul Karini 
K. H, bay 
Maung Kuti 
H heinbuda}a! l1ii>Ta 
M« Ib AU'jaikftr 
Hftb QiivtrdHflaK 
bbt‘ kb KidxMii 
M. 8. Amy 
^uimiullab Kbnu 
kl. M. MHiavt}u 
1 Ala llniiiTaj 


Ifatilal Nibrn 
Lala Dnmcba&d 
^byana rbavan 
Shamlal Kcbtu 
Nawab hmait Kbau 
r. 8. Baoga Iyf>r 
Kttbeolal Nebia 
Cbamanial 
Saidar Gulab Siagh 
Uaya Pia»a<i Bitigb 
Nilkaxita Daa 
Sbarfraa Unatain Kban 
Maul VI k). ^batee 
b. Daa 

Haripiavad Lai Koioar 
Oazigaaaiiad 
Dfvaki Praiatl Hitigh 
Naiaiii Daa 

Krtbia Kanla Ma!avi}B 
baikaianath Mikia 
Mauivi Yacoob 
Ya»a( Imam 
Kbaikb baduf Haaaan 
T. U. I'bookaD 
R. K. ( bavra 
Kartar Bttigh 
Kala f'yare lal 
Haibllaa Bafdar 


NOES-56. 

Sir Gordon Fiaaer 
,t Bivaawami Iyer 
Motbiah Cbelt>ar 
Mr. IVilaon 
Sir Campbell Bbodea 
Mr. M Sebmsade 
Sardar b. A. Dalai 
Hit Cbimaulal Setalvad 
Mr. K. C. Uoy 
,, Darcy Lindkay 
,, Sbama-oa Zoba 
„ K. M. Domaaia 
Prince Akraro Ho^rain 
Mr. All Chiuiiboii 
Emily 

••SO Ghoee 
Sir H«nry Siaoyon 
Dr. L. K. Hyuer 
Mr. bomne 
„ A V. Iyer 
Nawab S Abdul Qu 3 atn 
Mr. S N Nag 
•• Alien 
Pilcher 

Gulam Bari Makbdum 
Bajan Bakbeh Hbab 
N. M. Jot^bi 
C'aptain Plira Singh 
•. Ajab Khan 
Mr. Abmrd Ali Kban 
Mauivi Abul RaBsint 
(<ol. Gidney 
Sayed M. lemail 

and 28 Officlalo 
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MAR. tl. 19*4) ON BUDGET DEMANDS 

Voting on the Budget— 2nd Day- March llth 1924 

FT. MOTILAL NEHRU*S STATEMtiNT 

Next day btfore tbe House resumed discussion on the demands 
lor grants Panrit Motilal rose t» make a statement about the policy 
of tbe Nation'll I’^c Party. He said t*iat yesterday he spoke on behalf 
of the Naticnalist Party as a whole, and not for the Swarajist 
section of it. when he said that their intention, by passing motions 
for omission of grants, was to establish a principle. He had further 
made it clear that yesterday's position bad nothing to do with what 
was called the 'wrecking' programme of the Swarajists. The Nationalist 
Party had > ow decided, having establishcl the principle which they 
maintained, that they wou'd let the remaining demands fv)r grants bo 
discussed m the ordinary course. Ho hoped that the Treasury Benches 
would receive the statement in the spirit in which it was made. 

Th’S statement. c< m'ng fn Mukknly after the great Nationalist 
victory of the day befere, surptiscii many and was taken by some as 
a new move, by others as a Swarajist climb down. As a matter of 
fact, tbe two sections rf the Nationalists, the Swarajists and the Inde* 
peoder ts. bad come ‘o a working arrangement that to establish the 
principle of redress of grievances before grant of supplies the latter 
would support the obstructionist tactices of the Swarajists, but that 
once the principle is established, obstruction should not be pushed to 
extremes. This was made clear by Mr. Jinnah who followed. 

Mr. Jinnah 

Mr. jinnah. as a member of the Nationalist Patty* entirely endorsed 
what Pandit Motilal had said. *' 1 further want to make it clear that 
the Nationalist Party, in (his House, do not stand for any wrecking 
programme. Tbe Nationalist Party wants to work in this Assem- 
bly and nothing more. \Vc stand to pursue a policy and a 
programme of a constitutional character. There is no idea in tbe minds 
of the Nationalist Party that we wi^h to resort to Civil Disobedience, 
that we want revolution, that we want to cany on a campaign of 
non-payment of taxes. We condemn the Government of India. We 
condemn the Secretary of State. That was why we passed a resolution 
here by an overwhelming majority putting forward our demand for 
Reforms. You have not satisfied us. and we wanted, therefore, in tin* 
e'earest possible manner, to record our protest, our condemnation, 
disapproval, of tbe way in which you have managed it. Wi* 
also recognise that there are difficulties, but you have enlire-y failed 
so far to satisfy us. Therefore, 1 do not wish Ibt? Government to 
Allege anything else beyond what I have stated in this House, nor do 
we wish that any impression should be created abroad that wo stand 
for anything else." 

Sir M. Hailby 

Sir MALCOLM HAILEY, however, inspitc of the clearest assur- 
ance to the contraiy, persisted in denying ibat any principle lia.^ been 
established, and once more tiled to drive a wedge between Mr. Jinnah 
and Pt. Nehru. He said : " Pandit Motilal Nehru has aiked that 
the Treasury Benches should express approval of the action which bis 
Party now proposes. Tbe Treasury Btnch is unable, and does not 
desire to go into any question regarding the internal t^litics of tbe 
Nationalist Party. W'e are not fully aware of its composition. I do no 
discredit to it when 1 sav that op to the moment wc have bad some 
doubt as to its poicy, or indeed, if it has any one policy. When we 

2d 
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are told that iMive establMed tbetr priodple by tbe votes of 
yesterday, we take the liberty to doobt it; Wheo we are told that 
they have proved anything at ail by th^r votes of yesterday, we 
equally take the liberty to retain oor own opinion on the sobject. 
They now desire. I understand, not to press their motions lor the 
complete refusal of grants. We have no desire to challenge that 
decision. With regard to what Mr. Jtnnah has said, 1 will only say in 

reply that 1 have not any deiire to associate his section of the 

Nationalist Party with the programme to which he relerred. 1 was 
careful yesterday, in speaking on the subject, to say that we do not 
charge them with any such intentions. 1 was careful to limit mysell 
to reminding the House that we had had previous experience of mass 
movements in India and desired to* see no recurrence of those expe- 
riences. Mass movements we may perhaps see, but we do not wish 

to charge his friends with a wish to promote revolution ^or wreckage* 
We are both here, for the moment, on the floor of the House, fighting 
out a Constitutional issue, and have no desire, for the moment, to 
look outside or to forecast anything that, might happen ofi the floor of 
this House. For the present, wc are content to fight out a constitu- 
tional issue in constitutional ways. One of those ways is the free and 
open discussion of all the demands put forward by the Government for 
its expenditure. We are perfectly prepared to undertake that discussion.'* 

i 3 emands for giants therefore took their normal course. On the 
demand under Excise, members expressed strong views in favour of 
of Prohibition and Pundit Malaviya asserted that the excise po icy 
was one of the many black spots in British administration of India. 
A vote of censure was passe 1 by reducing tbe demani under Forests 
by Rs. too because the Debra Dun scheme for full training in India 
had not been yet given effect to. 

The main discussion of the day centred round the Railway bud- 
get which has swollen beyond all proportions during the last ten 
years. Swarajists maintained an attitude of benevolent neutrality 
ihougliout. Ml. Rangaswami Iyengar and Mr. Acbarya made useful 
contributions to the debate on Railways. Swarajists were however 
there to support their Independent friends in ady division that 
might be challenged, and one that was challenged in respect of forest 
they were able to carry by 6o against 51. 

LAND REVENUE DEMAND 

The demand under * Land Revenue * was agreed to without discussion. 

EXCISE 

The demand under ' Excise ' was next moved. 

Mr. Venkatapathi Raju, in moving for a reduction of one hundred 
rupees criticised the Excise Administration and pointed out that the 
amount spent on the Excise Department could be well utilised for 
educational purposes. This was carried as mentioned above. 

RAILWAYS. 

The next demand was for Rs. 676,00^,000 under the head Railways. 

Mx. K. RAMA IYENGAR proposed a reduction of this figure by 
ten and three-fourth crores. In moving this proposition, he said that 
he had put the figure at much less than what he bad originally 
intended. The first item he referred to was working expenses, which 
ammounted to 67 crores. This figure was much too high, and should 
be leduced to an appreciable extent, because there had been extra- 
ordinary leaps in the working expenses* Mr. Rama Iyengar then w^t 
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into Ski detaSt of nilway expenditnre. and after alluding to tbe re- 
comeiidatioDs of the Incbcape Committee and the Acworth Committee, 
appealed to the Governmeot to effect economy. He ■uggest'cd that 
this cut ooutd be made by reducing the general administration figure by 
two mores of rupees and also by reducing the provision for engineer* 
ing eftabUshment and by various other means. Mr. Kama Iyengar 
mentioned the amounts spent as salaries on a number of highly paid 
officers, especially in the E. f. Ry. and appealed to the House to 

carry his motion for reduction by ten and three*quarter crores. 

Sir CHARLES INNES said that they bad been told that the whole- 
sale refusal of demands had been given up. but Mr Iyengar's motion for 

a cat of no less than io2 crores showed that perhaps he had merely 

changed tactics and adopted another form of obstruction. He did not 
know whether it was all an elaborate joke, and whether Mr. Iyengar 
wanted the House to tak^ him seriously. He said that the luchcape 
Committee had gone thoroughly into the railway cx^ienses and had 
suggested all possible economies. As for increase in working expenses, 
ibis was not peculiar to India. In Canada and United Kingdom, it 
had doubled, compared with the pre-war expenses, and in the case of 
France, it had gone up six times. The causes which led to this rise 
were entirely outside the control of those managing the Railways. 

Sir PURSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS said that he would not 
endorse the Commerce Member's remarks that Mr. Rama Iyengar should not 
be taken seriously. The speaker felt that although Mr. Iyengar bad given 
a tall order, he had done well to draw attention to the various 
matters, and the Government should try to examine his figures and 
try to come to some understanding. He said that the Retrenchment 
Committee had no doubt recommended only crores. but they wanteil 
(conomy. The speaker admitted that the Government had not yet 
had enough time to give results. He said the comparison with the 
hgures of foreign countries was misleading. He thought that as 
Railways involved an expense of about a hundred crores. which was 
hall of the total revenues, the Assembly should discuss the railway 
budget separately, and thus have greater time to devote itself to 
details. 

PANDIT MALAVIYA deplored the tone of Sir Charles Inocs* speech. 
It was inconceivable that a responsible member of the Government 
should ridicule members and regard the discussion as an elaborate joke 
and twit them with what had happened y^^sterday. Sir Charles lunes 
had not given the House any information necessary for arriving ai a 
s(dution of this question. The Incbcape Committee had recommended 
^hat each railway should yield five per cent as dividend. Tnis short 
I commendation was itself a serious conderonaticn of the present 
'management of railways. What, he asked, was the number of Indians 
mi State railwa3rs. Among the gazetted offi^^ers there were 38 per cent 
bidians, and 6s per cent non-Indians. ibis was not a satisfactory 
state of affairs. A serious effort must be made to reduce the number 
persons imported from out of India to work in Indian Railways 
‘iiid Indians appointed to those po>t.s. Then, the other working ex- 
panses bad to be considerably reduced. In order to make all the 
n.cessary enquiries, there must be a Committee of this House. 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao emphasised the need oi separation of Rail- 
''‘ly Finance from the General Finance and of decentralisation. Mr. 
limdley, the Chief Commissioner of Railways, deprecated any enquiry 
■ y a committee of the House as urged by Pt. Malaviya. 

Sir Charles Innes. replying to Pundit Malaviya's point, admitted 
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that Europeans wtit liberally paid, but at what amount of sacrifice 
they left their homes and gave their servce to India 11 

Pandit Malaviya asked Sir Charles how he would feel if in 
England foreigners were employed rather than Englishmen ? 

Sir Charles now took shelter under the Government of India Act 
whicli» be said, laid down increasing asscciation of Indians, and he gave 
figures to ^how that the Railway Department was not lagging 
behind any other Department in giving iffect to the policy of Indianisa- 
ticD. Railways in India were gigantic business concerns. He said that 
the estimates before the House for the next year were a mere guess, 
and it was impossible to accept big cuts. The House should judge 
the Railways by their actual returns and he showed that during the 
past three years, Railway returns in India were higher than in 
many other countries, particularly higher than that ,in the United 
Kingdcm. if the percentage tor the coming year was to be less than 
in the current year, it was due to the fact that the programme 
revenue expenditure, which had been cut down last year, was to be 
fully met next year. 


Motions Rejected 

Mr. Rama Iyengar's motion was rejected. 

N'r. RT^MA l^'hKGAR mxt moved snoiher cut of three crcies 
irdc!! crdinaiy lejaiis arci mainteiance. He strcugly criticised ih< 
mar nei in wiich the Government presented the Railway Buaget, 
vlidi V8S cniliKnt ircm ilat presented by other Deiarlmeuts. He 
said tlat he had carefully gone into the figures of the vairoubi 
btarches cl Railways, and had suggested curs which, be believed, fell 
Lekw thcfe which tculcl be ( allied out. He further obseivcd ita 
he ltd !•( t suggested any reduction in revenue expecdituie, and 
uigcd tlat the Railway Jluc'get hercaRcr eheuJd be so prepared as to 
shew li e je manent lecuiiing cost and temporary cost and the 
pTcgienmcs of renewals all separatey. Ibis motion tco was rejected. 

The G, I. P. Railway 

Mr. Joshi then moved that tbe demand under sub-bead *' G. J. l\ 
RailvNuy ” be reduced by Rs. ico. Ibe mover complained that tin 
G. 1. P. Railway authorities had not recognised the Association oi 
their tmj Joyces. The right of free association was recognised by tbe 
Internaiicnal I^ibcur Conference, but the G. 1. P. Ry. Agent did net 
even reply to tbe letters sent to him by the two Asscciations of 
G. 1. P. Railway Employees. Mere couitcsy demanded a few lines oi 
reply, and the absence of this form of courtesy would not lead tv 
happy relations between tbe employers and tbe employees. Scmeiiinc 
ago, theie was a strike on ibis Railway in Bombay, and if the 
Association of Employees had been recognised, tbe strike could have 
been averted. The report of the Retrenchment Officer of the G. 
1. P. Railway was not published, nor was tbe reccmmendaiion 
of the Officer carried out in regard to tbe higher Servict> 
whereas lull eflect was given to tl v recommendation in respect 
of lower grades cf appcinlments. This policy bad caused a great deal 
of discontent among the subordinate staff. Then there was racial 
cliscr minaiion observed in respect of granting passes and leave rules 
aid in regard to the premolion of Indiana to higher appointments,. 

Mr. Joshi's motion was put to vote and rejected. 
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 

Further Voting on the Budget 

On tbe Assembly meeting on the 12th March discussion on* the 
demand under Railways was resumed. 

Sir PURUSHOTAMDAS THAKURDAS moved a reduction of 25 
lakhs* He said that Mr. Hindley's reply as to Indianisation was most 
disappointing and urged that at least 30 per cent, of the higher posts 
should be Indianised. He strongly condemned the policy of the Govt, 
in regard to purchase of Ry. Stores which should be purchased through 
the Indian Stores Department. The most disappointing ictuie of the 
railway budget was the proposal to write off three crores in respect 
of the fall in the value of stores. That, be said, was due to gross 
neglect by the railway managements which imported stores on an 
extravagant scale. 

After Sir Charles tones had replied on bcbalf of Govt. Sir Puru* 
shotamdas* motion was put and carried by 58 votes to 43. 

Mr. VENKATAPATHl RAJU next moved for a cut of two crores 
which was rejected by the narrow majority of 38 against 56. Mr. Kama 
Iyengar's motion of a reduction of one crore and 13 lakbs was next 
withdrawn after a short discussion, and then the Railway heinand 
with 23 lakhs less was granted. 

Posts & Tblegraphs. 

Discussion tlien proceeded on the demand under Post & Telegraphs 
which after some discussion was passed. 

On the next day March 13th the Legislative Assembly mot again to 
continue the discussion on tbe demands for supplies. I'here was only a 
moderate attandance, most of the lead lug Swarajists being al)sent. 
The reason why they were absent this day was that pledged as they 
were to support the Independents against Government they suffered a defeat 
the day before on Mr. Raju's motion through the action of the Independents 
themselves. Mr. Raju was of tbe latter party and bis motion should 
have been supported by other Independents. The Swarajists therefore 
made it plain that their votes were to be sought only when the 
Independents agreed amongst themselves. 

Thb Jaito Massacre. 

I'andit M. M. MALAVIYA desired to move tbe adjournment of the 
House in connection with the Akali question and the Jaito affair. This 
was to prevent the repetition of the previous Jaito massacre. He 
said that tbe second Jatba, which bad recently started, was now 
approaching the place it had started out for. Had Government with- 
drawn the order for the Jatba only to approach in parties ot fifty or 
not ? The Jatha had made it clear that they only wanted to read 
the 'Grantha Sahib' and that tiny intended no violence whatever, he 
wanted an assurance from Government that tbe order bad been with- 
drawn as also the order requiring the Jatha to leave the tiurdwara 
as soon as they had finished the reading of their Scripture ; if the8<* 
orders bad not been withdrawn then the position was a delicate one. 
He was anxious to avoid a repetition of what had occurred on february 
^'1. Tbe public declaration ot those who were conducting tbe Jatha 
raade it clear that they had no political objects in view. 

Here tbe President told tbe si^eaker that he must rule him out of 
order for the reasons be had given on a previous occasion. 

The Pandit begged that the President would reconsider the matter 
>0 view of tbe fact that bis previous decision was based on the rule 
which related to discussions dealing with Indian States. The Jatba 

25a 



19 ^ THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [pum 

was now in British territory and he hoped that an opportunity wonld 
be given ior venlilating the matter. 

l>r^ Gour repeated that the patty was yet in British territory and 
he could not see that they contravened any rule by asking for a 
discussion. Mr. D. P. Siogha referred the President to May's Parliamentary 
Practice which laid down that where the members and the Speaker were 
in doubt as to the interpretation of rules* the sense of the House should 
be sought. Sir Freder ck Whyte said that unlike the H. of Commons* under 
the Standing Orders here, the maintenance of orderly debate and the 
interpretation of rules rested with the Chair. As for the point raised 
by Dr. Gour he said that if the Jatha was still in British territory 
the maiter could be raised in the Punjab CounciK 

Mr. Jinnah said that the matter was definite and urgent and he 
wanted Government to take steps to prevent any repetition of the 
deplorab'e occuirences in February. 

The President ruled this also out of order. Pt. Malaviya then asked 
if instructions had been given to the Administrator at Nabha against 
shooting. To th s no i eply was given by the Government. 

Mr. Venkatapati raju wanted to know whether the question could 
be discussed under general administiatlou and the President said be 
would inform him later cn. 

Voting on Gen£ral Administration. 

Dewan Bahadur Ramachandra Rao was the first to initiate this 
discussion* and he was followed by those who had tabled similar motions 
for reduction. In asking for a nominal reduction of Hs. loo under the 
8ub*head * Home Depaitment. * Mr. Ramachandra Kao referred to the 
fact that several schemes relating to pensions* allowances* salaries* and 
compensation on premature retirement had been discussed on the initia- 
tive of the Secretary oi State by ibe Goveinment of India and bet- 
ween the Goverenment of India and the Local Governments. All these 
schemes imposed a consideiable financial buidcn on this country* but 
they had not been discussed in that House. No Parliament could 
tolerate the imposition of such a burden* the responsibility ior which 
was initiatid from a body outside the country. Theii* there was the 
Lee Commission, which was appointed against the express wishes of 
that House. This Commission was likely to come to the end of its 
labour by the end of the month. Mr. Ramachandra Rao urged that 
the report of this Commission should be published simultaneously in 
India and in England* and that no orders tbereon should be passed 
without the report being di cussed in that House. 

Dr. Gour : This was promised last year. 

** 1 demand that the Lee Commission report should be published 
and discussed in this House* preferably in tne special sess on in May,' 
Proceeding. Mr. Ramachandra Rao referred to the demand pressed in 
several local Legislatures for the reduction oi the number of Executive 
CounciUota in their Provinces, and wrinted to know the Government of 
India's views on this matter. He added Uii^ expansion of the number 
of Executive Councillors to undesirable lengths had created dissatis- 
faction throughout the country* and the imptession had gained ground 
that the only sign of reform was that the administration had become 
top-heavy. 

Dr. GQUR* in criticising the policy of the Home Department* said 
that various standing committees hao been appointed to work out 
the difierent departments of Government but that to these committees 
bad been relegated work of an altogether subordinate character which 
was in no way calculated to educate Indians with the problema before 
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the OOQntry. He complained that no Indian had been appointed Home 
Meihber, the most difficult and important post in India which dealt 
with the internal administration of the country to which it was par- 
ticularly fitting that an Indian should be appointed. He drew atten- 
tion to the reply given by Mr. Richards in the House of Commons to 
a query regarding the extension of the Reforms in India and stated 
with some heat that the patience of non-official Indians was exhausted 
and the Government was greatly mistaken if they supposed that the 
Legislative Assembly would complacently submit to the House of 
Commons* 

Dr. Gour here somewhat cleverly alluded to the Akali Jatha on 
the ground that it was concerned with law and order in Biitisb India* 
He wanted to know what the Home Member was doing in this matter. 
He put forward a threat that if no satisfactory answer was received* 
the House would press this issue to a division. 

Referring to the Lee Commission, he said that he understood, in 
fact he had been assured, that Provincial Governments had been asked 
to set aside certain sums to meet the increases in salaries to be re- 
commended by the Lee Commission. 

At this stage Sir M. Hailey emphatically protested agaiuat Dr. Gour's 
statement and said that the Govt, of India had not passed any 
such order. There were cries of ‘‘Withdraw** from Govt: Benches, but 
Dr. Gour stuck to bis point and though he did not divulge the source 
of bis information he asked the Home Member to categorically deny 
the fact. 

Pandit MALAVlYAdrew attention to the necessity for the reconstruc- 
tion of the Governor-Geoerars Council. The salaries in India were ex- 
cessively high. He wanted the Viceroy's salary to be reduced to Ifs. 
15,000 a year and that of the members of the Executive Council to 
Ks. 4,000, equivalent to a judge's salary. He proposed that the 
Viceroy's position should be like that of the King in England. The 
Commaoder-in-Cbief should confine his attention to military operations 
and an Indian civilian must hold charge of the defence portfolio. 
The Indian Members should serve at 23 per cent, less halary than 
their European colleagues. It was an anomaly that the Home Mem- 
ber who had to deal with the internal affairs of the country slioulcl be 
a European. The Home Membership should go to an Indian. He com- 
plained of mal-adminiatraiion of law and order and attacked the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act under which several members of the 
new Assembly had been sent to jail after the declaration of a public 
association as unlawful without assigning any reason for such order 
and without any provision for appeal against such order. He parti- 
cularly drew attention to the misuse of section i<t4 of Criminal Proce- 
dure Code against which he himself had defied half a dozen times and 
warn’d do so again. 

The Pandit observed that Indianisation was very backward and 
that instead of calling the Lee Commission Government should have 
consulted the Assembly and stopped European recruitment to the 
Civil Service. 

Sardar KARTAR SINGH said that law and order had become Jaw- 
breaking order and complained agamst the Government order against 
the Gurdwara Committee. The Government of India, be said, had 
given wrong information to Lord Olivier who had described the Gurd- 
‘Vara Committee as a revolutionary body. 

Mr. GOSWAMl said that when they were talking about unlawful 
assembUes it reminded him of the fact that once a member of Par- 
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liament described the Government of India as an unlawful assembly 
(Laughter). As for law and order they could not find such prostitu- 
tion of that good phrase as it was in India. 

Bomb Member’s Reply 

Sir MALCOLM HAILEY, replying, said that the Home Depart- 
ment had carried out the full retrenchment recommended and that the 
increase under the estimates for the next year was doe to the increase 
in the Secret Service alloiment which had been mainly necessitated in 
connection with the importation of arms from outside India. Coming 
to graver issues he said that it was immaterial to him whether the 
Home Member was an Indian or a European because Government 
was a composite Government. As for the use of Section 144 he reminded 
Pandit Malaviya that the Law Member, when Sir William Vincei t 
was the Home Member, was not a European. His imputation was 
that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru who was then the law Member was 
accountable. But this subterfuge was exposed when Pt. Malaviya pointed 
out that Sir Tcj Bahadur was at that time ill and he was not responsible 
lor the action of the Government. Besides. *Law and Order’ came under 
the Home Dept, and it was an unmerited dodge to bring in the name 
of the Indian Law Member, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. 

As regards Indianisation of the higher posts which are the monotK>ly 
of Kngli'hmen, Sir Malcolm said that certa n posts required long adminis- 
trative training and experienee. and recruitment on five years' contract 
as (X peris in the case of such posts would be of very little 
use. If '^Government had not decided for immediate cessation of 
recruitment of Europeans it was because India still needed Europeans. 
'*We may not have gone lar enough but at all events do not bring 
the charge that we bad done sothiog at all. 1 ask any one to look 
to the civil service in the Provinces where a large number ot Indians 
are gradually mounting up the ladder and in ten or fifteen years' time 
they should be holding high administrative posts in large numbers. 
Proceeding by that gradual and cautious method you will get men who 
will fill posts with distinction,*' 

The Home Member said that Mr. Kartar Singh had charged Gov- 
ernment with law-breaking and disorder. Sir Malcolm Hailey asked 
Mr. Kartar Singh honestly to say whether the law had been broken by 
Government or by his own community which did not preserve the 
standard of good citizenship. He did not want to attack that com* 
m unity and had altemtcd to put Government's justification on the lowest 
terras but in innumerable cases the community had under a mistaken 
notion of religious feeling refused to obey the strictest requirements of 
law and order. 

Mr. Chamanlal: * What about the Gurukabagh beating?” 

The Home Member said that be did not want to enter into that 
big subject. In answer to a question he said that it concerned the 
Punjab Gevernment more than the Government of India and it related 
to an incident they all deplored but which was now past history. 

As for the treatment of political prisoners, Mr. Shaumukum Chetty 
bad complained of inhuman treatment p'oba^y in his own Province. 

Mr. Chetty: ** I refer to the case ot Pandit Bajpai who died under 
tragic circumstances.'' 

The Home Member said tliat Government had issued instructions to 
local Gv vernmeots who had agreed to institute a special division to 
cover that c^ass of prisoners who went to jail* as was said, for the 
sake of corscience. Rules had been liberalised to appreximate to those 
in vogue in England. The Madras Government were deputing an officer 
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the jaito tragedy 

to gjt to the Andamans to consider the case oi the Moplah prisoners 

there* - 

Tab Lbb Commission’s Rbpobt 

At lor the Lee Commission’s report* it would no doubt be pub* 
Itshed raultaneously in the two countries. The Government of India 
had pieviously discussed all important Commissions in the Assembly 
before coming to a decision on them. In this case also they would 
follow the same practice, but they could not bind the Secretary of 
State who could in the light of the report of the Lee Commission exercise 
his statutory powers to give effect to any part about which the Commis- 
sion might urge early orders. He did not doubt that the Secretary would 
like to allow the fullest discussion before coining to a decision on any point. 

Mr. Ramacbandra Rao said that the wish of the House should 
be communicated to the Secretary of State not to pass orders on the 
Report without giving a chance to the Assembly. 

The Home Member promised to do so. 

Concluding, the Home Member referred to the question of constitu* 
tional advance. He wanted Dr. Gour not to come to conclusions from 
the abbreviated report of Mr. Richard’s reply in the Commons. The 
Home Member had cabled for a fuller version and would communicate 
to the House. He held that only if Government had gone back or had 
rctardef^ India’s progress. Government might come in lor a severe 
condemnation. '’Blame no man for his caution, so long as his inten- 
sions are good.”. 

After the Home Member’s speech Mr. Ramacbandra Kao withdrew 
his motion. 

The Jaito Tragedy 

Mr. RAMACHANDRA KAO moved a formal reduction of one hundred 
rupees under head ” Foreign and Political He referred to the Jaito affair 
and said that it occurred in British territory. A representation had been 
made to the Government for an inquiry and Mr. Ramacbandra Kao 
wanted to know what the Government of India was doing in order to 
ease the Akaii situation. 

Sir HALCOLM HAILE V on behalf of the Government said that he 
bad not heard of any one who was concerned in the last affair and who 
had been sent for from British territory for trial in Nabha. 

As for the second Jatha which was on its way to Jaito the Home 
Member said that the Government had taken every precaution, but the 
trouble was that the Jatha was being joined by a large number of 
villagers in our territory. It was largely the presence of villagers that 
caused trouble on the last occasion, but on this occasion they had 
sent a certain number of police with the Jatha in order to warn the 
villagers not to join the procession. At one period of the march in 
British territory they were joined by nearly twenty thousand people. 
That was lor a day, but lortuoateiy they went back. At another 
period there were two thousand persons who joined, and due to persua- 
bioQ they too had fortunately went back. All these were done in order 
to reduce the possibility oi trouble at Jaito. Government deplored the 
occurrence last month and they would deplore in a double measure a 
rtcutrcoce of that incident and they bad taken precautions in order to 
prevent the necessity of using force either on the Jatha or on the 
crowd. That was why they had announced that Jathas should give 
undertakings that Uiey would proceed in batches of fifty and after reading 
thtir Grantha S^ib return without making any political demonstration. 

PANDIT MALAVIYA asked why the limitation of fifty persons 
should be imposed in the case ol persons who were going into Nabha 
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only lor reU^ui purposes ? It could not be said that they were going 
there for any poUdcid demonstration because at no time had t^ helS 
nny such demonstration. In the lace ol these facts it was an Insult 
to the Jatbas to be told that they should bind themselves not to 
any demonstration. It did not become a powerful Government to insist 
on such undertaking. If they insisted on this undertaking it waa 
perfectly certain, knowing the Sikh temperament as every one did, that 
they would refuse to give it. And the result would be nothing bnt 
an open conflict. But if the Government withdrew theii restrictioiia 
then no trouble would arise. 

In reply. Sir Malcolih Hailey pointed out that what the Govern* 
ment wanted from the Jatbas was an undertaking that th^ 
would not make any pcflitical demonstration, the very thing whidi they 
had been stating. He saw no reason why the Jatbas should not give 
an undertaking of what they often said. It was the djity of every 
citizen to use his influence to see that the Jathas gave this reasonable 
undertaldog. The question wa^ whether the leaders of these Jatbaa 
would accept any restrictions or conditions which appeared to hamper 
them in their relation with Government. The Goveinment’s duty waa 
to maintain law and order, but the Jathas were under the influence 
of men who were misguided and Government desired nothing but that 
the Jathas should see reason and allow Government to find a solution. 
In the meantime the Government would not be acting in thb beat 
interests of themselves and of law generally if they withdrew the very 
reasonable restrictions in regard to their entry into Nabha. 

Pandit Maiaviya : Under what law are these resolutions imposed ? 

Sir Malcolm Hailey : Under the law of Nabha. 

Mr. Jamnadas warned chat the Government should not make Jaiio 
the Jerusalem of the Sikhs. 

The motion for reduction of grants under head Foreign and Political was 
withdrawn and the Assembly then adjourned till the next day. 

On the 14th March the main interests of the Assembly centred 
rouod the two apparently inspired Questions of Sir Campbeli Rhodes 
both intended to bit the Nationalist party, one by discrediting it and 
other by bribing the Independents to break away from the Coalition. 

Sardar Mutalik asked a question as to what steps bad been 
taken by Government to stall its enquiry into the Reforms, as to 
whether it was going to be an open enquiry or not. The Home 
Member replied that it was merely to be an investigation to assess 
the defect of the existing system and consider the remedies. 

Sir Campbell Rhodes thereupon asked * will the Government consider 
the advisability of associating with themselves m the enquiry one or 
two of those Members oi the House who have bad some experience of 
the working of the Reforms during the last three years? 

Sir Malcolm Hailey:— As I said. Sir, I cannot give a defloitc 
answer on this subject at present but we have that suggestion under 
consideration,*’ 

This was intended to shake some Independents by holding imaginary 
prospects before them with a view to ward ofi the renewal of attack 
on the Finance Bill. 

But this was not all. Question time being over. Sir Campbell Rhodes 
ag^ got up and drew attention to Mr. C, R. Das's interview with 
* Statesman* wherein Mr. Das was said to have declared that lie did 
not know about the facts of the case and presumed that some under- 
standing must have been reached with the authorities. In asking the 
question Sir Cimpbeli Rhodes forwacdsd his opinion ^at tiie decUioD 
of the Party was due not to any pact witb Government but to the 
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wlftki ilie iFarl^ itaelf ! Puiidlt Motilal was not thsfo to ffive 
a FMpef reply to CaaipbeU Rhodes as Swaimjbts did not attend 
the ^JJ^get disGosnoa. Mr. Chamanlal repudiated Sir Campbell Rhodes* 
inriliiatioo and declared that no such thing as impact had taken place. 

^msiness of ^e day was extremely dull. Pandit Malaviya and four 
othM ineiDbers of the Assembly had gone to Jaito and Pondit Motilal 
and Swarajists were absent The spectacle of Liberals without Swaryists 
was reaUy pitiable. The smallness of tiie numbers on the non-official 
benches made Sir Malcolm Hailey treat the House with contempt and when 
Mr. Dorsiswami Iyengar launched a strong attack on the manner in which the 
Moral aod Material Progress Report annually Issued by the Publicity Dept, 
had been misrepresenting to members of Parliament before whom the book 
as placed, the great movement of Non-co-operation and its leaders, the 
only reply which Sir Malcolm Hailey condescended to give was ** 1 am 
quite prepared to let the matter to the vote of the House without 
giving any reply.** Liberals and a few Independents sitting on the non- 
official benches were helpless. They could not challenge a division in 
such a depleted House. 

EoucaTioH 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao moving for a nominal reduction of one 
hundred rupees under the department of Education, Lands and Health, 
criticised the unsatisfactory progress made in educatbo. He also refer- 
red to the slow progress in civil, veterinary, forest, geological, survey 
and mining services. 

Sir Sivaswami Iyer objected to the use of the word ** Cooly '* in 
Government documents. This word had a bad odour and ugly associa- 
tion and should be replaced by the word **Labour.** 

Mr. Joshi complained that the Government of India bad been attach- 
ing more importance to the University and Secondary Education than 
to the Primary Education in the territories under their direct control. 
He advocated to spend more money in the Frontier IVovinces in order 
to bring the tribes under the humanising influence of Education. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mebta brought into prominence the espionage on 
Indian students in England and the ;difficoltiet these students experienced 
in getting admission to British Universities. Sir Narasimba Sarma and 
Mr. Montague Butler defended the Government and attributed the absence 
of further progress to lack of funds aod all-round retrenchment. 

Concluding, Sir Narasimba Sarma said that the Lytton Committee's 
report had been received. The Government had asked the representatives 
of Universities to meet them In Simla in May. They hoped to be 
able to fix some procedure for enabling students duly qualified to 
deserve entry into British Untvertitiet. to secure accommodation as 
speedily as possible. As for espionage he thought that the evil was not 
the same now as it was some time ago. 

IMDIA AMD TBS WaB OfFICB 

Alter Inndi Sir Sivaswami Iyer referred to huge amounts ontstaod- 
log between India and the War Office and urged to send a deputation 
to London. He hoped Sir Malcolm Hailey would lead the delegatJon 
during his forthcoming trip to London. He urged that India Office 
aceouots should be placed before the Public Accounts Committee, that 
the cost of the education of British soldiers be debited to the Britisb 
exchequer and that the disbursement of pensions should be banded over 
to the High Commissioner by the India Office. 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao said that the Secretary of State for India was 
^ a member of the British Cabinet. In a dispute between the two 
Entries the S^etiiy of Smte could not fully stand for India's right. 
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. Sir ParabottamAdas aaid that only once he remembered wiBiin the 
mat half a centory the point of Indian Government pre>mUing in andk 
oiaputef. He therefore wanted an aasurance that the agreement would 
be* placed before the Assembly or at least the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee before it was given efiect to; 

Sir Basil Blackett assured that the Government would do tbar 
best and that they were as anxious as any one for an early settlement. 
They would see that the settlement was equitable to India. He said 
that the decision rested not with the Secretary of State but with the 
Secretary of State in Council. 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao. — Does the Finance Member mean that the 
Secretary of State in Council succeeds against the British Cabinet in 
such disputes ? 

Sir Basil Blackett said that the Secretary of State in Council exercised 
very real power in any case. Constitutional difficulty stood in the way 
of the 'Government of India seeking previous approval of the legislature. 
Moreover, the Government did not command a majority in the House 
and could not be certain that its agreement would be accepted. He 
assured that he would keep the House fully informed about the progress 
in settlement. 


Labour 

In moving for a small reduction on the demand under Industries and 
Labour Department, Mr. Joshi deplored the condition of labour and urged 
starting more Labour Bureaus. The Government of India should briug 
inte existence a machinery for arbitration and conciliation. He demand- 
ed prohibition of women* from work during the time of confinement. 
He asked the Government to give serious consideration to the question 
of unemploymenr. He urged them to institute service-securing agencies 
and to consider whether some sort of unemployment insurance could 
not be started. Mr. Chamanlal wanted to have a labour ministry to 
deal with questions connected with labour. If they had a labour ministry 
that ministry would appoint certain members of &is House to advice on 
all topics relating to workers and sec that no exploitation was 
made of them* but that justice was given to them. Mr. Chamanlal vigor- 
ously pleaded for standardisation of wages and make them approximate 
to those prevailiog in Great Britain. Concluding he referred to what be 
called utter destitution among the workers and wanted the Government 
to institute a searching enquiry. 

Sir Pursbottamdas and Mr. Coke appealed to those who pleaded on 
behalf of labourers to be fair to the capitalists. He assured that the 
capitalists would not be slow to appreciate the Labour point of view 
and act according to it provided Labour was reasonable and lair to 
tbe capitalists. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Chatterjee on behalf of Government testified to tbe 
interest which they were taking on behalf of labour. He particularly 
referred to labour legislation like tbe Workmen Compension Act and said 
if nothing more was done it was because of certain difficulties. As 
regaids arbitration boards and labour bureaus and unemployment insurance 
Mr. Chatterjea said that their proposals had not yet matured. Tbe motion 
was withdrawn. 


ARMY OBPARTMBNX 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao then introduced an interesting discussion on 
the Anny Department by moving formal reduction io tbe demand. He 
wanh^O know several details of information regarding capitation charges. 
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Sivaswami Iyer wanted to know in detail the progress in the 
IndU^iiatiw of the Army. He was not satisfied with the Commander-in- 
Chiei*i statement that Indians had been admitted to artillery. He said 
that ladians were only there as camel-riders and not on higher grades. 
He wanted to know if Indians had been taken as gunners and whether 
seriotls attempt had been made to Indianise the artillery services. 
Concluding Sir Sivaswami Iyer urged that additional units must be 
created in order to train in them Indians for air squadron, artillery 
and other forces. 

Bdore the total demand under the '^General Administration'* was 
put and carried, Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar criticised certain statements 
contained in Prof. Rushbrook William's book on India presented each 
year to Parliament. He did not care whether the administration ol 
India was good, bad, or indifierent but he insisted that a true account 
should be presented before Parliament and not statements inserted to 
throw dust in the eyes of the British Public. It was not a compliment 
to the members ol the old Assembly to say that they voted down the Salt 
Tax because they had to face the approching elections, and some of the 
statements regarding Mr. Gandhi, non-co-operation movement and Akali 
movement were Incorrect, and he suggested that in future before the 
report was placed before the Parliament a committee of this Heuse 
should be asked to go through it. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey did not want to make a reply (o the speech 
of Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar. The demand under ‘General Administration* 
was therefore carried. 

After some discussion demands under "Audit. Administration ol 
Justice, Jail and Convicts, Police and Port and Pilotage** were agreed 
to without any reduction. On demand under 'Ports and Pilotage* Mr. 
Joshi urged that the report of the Seamen's Recruitment Committee 
should be given effect to and Advisory Committees should be established,. 

Sir Charles Innes replied that the Government had decided after 
consultation with the Government of Bombay and the Gov^nment of 
Bengal not to introduce any change in Bombay for the present, but to 
improve the position in Calcutta. They had therefore decided to give 
charge of shipment office to a carefully selected officer who would 
formulate bis own scheme of recruitment in the light of general prin- 
ciples laid down for his guidance and that Advisory Committees were 
not to be established at present. It would be left to the officer to 
evolve his scheme. 

Sir Campbell Rhodes asked as to whether the Government of India 
had abandoned the scheme of provincialising Bengal Pilot Service. Sir 
Charles innes replied that no decision had yet been arrived at. 

The Assembly adjourned till next day after disposing of only 20 
demands out of 64. 

The Legislative Assembly held on March 15th was the last allotted 
sitting for voting on demands for grants. 

Grants. 

Demand under *' Survey of India ** was granted without much dis- 
cussion. On the demand under ** Meteorology ** an interesting discus- 
sion ensued. Dr. Gour referred to Sir Purshottamdas'a minute of dissent 
attached to the Inchcape Report, wherein Sir Purshottamdas had urged 
the transfer to Agra of the Meteorological Head Office, now located in 
-ttnla. He poiated out that there was no scientific reason for keeping office 
n the Simla heights. 
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Mr. CHtieiji said that the traufler of stotm work from Calcutta to 
Slinia wia done with (he best of intentions. At Calcutta, they ooold not 
keep more than a qualified Meteorologist, while in Simta they had two or 
three fdentific cificers of very high qualifications, who could consult one 
another and come to conclusions. It did not take more than half an honr 
to transmit these condusions to Calcutta. The Government of India had 
decided providoDally to keep the storm work in Simla and to strengthen 
the Calcutta Staff. 

Mines. 

Mr. Joshi then moved for the reduction of the demand under the head 
''mines*' by Rs. 100. He referred to the question of the appointment of 
women in mines, and asked what replies have been received from the Local 
Governments, as also on the subject of the introduction of the shift system. 
If any reform had to be introduced in the condition of labor, it must be 
done in spite of the opposition of mine-owners. 

Ilie motion for reduction was put and lost. 

Internal Immijgration. 

Mr. Venkatapathi Hazu criticised the policy in respect of internal im- 
migration, and gave details as to bow Madras laborers were taken to the 
Assam Tea Garden, and suffered there for reasons of low wages and inade- 
quate accommodation. He objected to the laborers being taken awa\- 
ftom the Agency tracts. The motion was rejected. 

Empire Exhibition. 

Discussion next proceeded on the demand under "Miscellaneous items'* 
including the demand for the Store Department and British Empire Exhi- 
bition. Mr. B. N. Das, in whose name the motion lor the omission of the 
grant for the Exhibition stood, was not in bis seat. The discussion, there- 
fore proceeded on the whole demand. 

■ Mr. Jamnadas Mehta said that the Exhibition was organised purely as 
a political propaganda. It was t^ show that the Empire was one in war 
and the Empire was also one in peace. He said that India could not 
associate with other Em|nre-countries when she was humiliated. He. 
therefore, asked the members not to be a party to India's participation 
in it. 

Mr. Bell (Bombay) agreed with the previous speaker that the object 
of the Exhibition was not merely to promote industry, but to stand 
for tbe ideal of one-ness of the Empire in peace. He said that by 
sudk an Exhibition tbe chances for an amicable settlement between 
opposing sections improve, and he reminded Indians of the remarks 
made by tbe London Timbs that for India probably there was at 
present more work to be done in London than in India. 

Sir Charles lones said that democratic assemblies could not go 
back on the obligations incurred by the policy adopted by their pre- 
decessors, The first Indian Legislative Assembly was fully consulted 
and agreed to parfitipatiqn in tbe Exhibition. Accordingly, the Gov- 
ernment had entered into contracts and if the vote was refused. It would 
only mean dishonoring their obligationi. He expressed profound dis- 
ai^weittent with what Mr. Mehta said, because he believed that the 
Exhibition provided the best qpportnnity for dispelling those suspicions 
under which India suffered, while non-participation would only injure her. 

Bandit Malaviya said that the question at issue could not he 
disposed of so eawy as was dona Gby the Commerce Member, but it 
was no use now discnsskiji it, the motion for a reduction of 

the vote bad not bsfU niov^ jiftd was not before the House. He 
xembided Sir C^les Ini^ tbif there was another side to tiie picture 
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Indiws idt that if by participaUon ia the War and to other 
“n and Imperial C^ralerences. irhere India and Indiant had 
their names* India could not dispel suspicions and get her 
doe, lie would not improve her position by participation in the iorth- 
coming exhibition . 

mtk Reddi asked as to whethm the Government could give informa- 
tion abeot the Devil *8 Dance about whidi the Secretary of State had 
been questioned in the House of Commons. 

Sir Charles Innes said that he had wired to the Political Officer 
at Sikkim to find out whether there was any objection, and be was 
still awaiting the reply. 

The demand was then passed. 


CaRRBUCY POLICY 

Mr. Mehta said that the demand under the ‘'Currency Policy of the 
Government'* was not inspiring confidence. The Government should not 
have credited to revenues the interest on Paper Currency Reserve. He 
complained that by crediting this interest and excess in gold standard, 
the Government had made known to the world that the Indian Budget had 
been balanced ; which in reality was not. His view was that this interest 
should have been utilised in reducing securities, thereby avoiding inflation. 
He strongly attacked the policy pursued by the Government in the 
purchase of stiver during the past 40 years which resulted in monopo- 
lists in London making India pay the highest price for silver. He 
advocated the purchase of silver in Bombay or Calcutta by open tenders 
irom all over the world. 

At this stage, the clock struck 5, and only 41 demands had been 
gone through. The remaining 23 demands were agreed to without 
discussion, and the House adjourned. 

Six Day*s Result 

The result of six days' voting on the demands for grants was that 
Ks. 4 crores 48 lakhs and 35 thousand were refused under four demands 
on the first day as the result of the policy of obstruction, while, only 
in two motions, 25 lakhs and 100 rupees were cut from other demands 
for grants. These two motions, it may be recalled, were passed ss a 
censure in respect of a certain policy pursued by the Railway Board 
and the Forest Branch. 
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hfaitionaBst Party Meetings 

With reference to the fall back in the nationalist position on 
the isth March and the wild rnmours to which it gave carr^cy* and 
specially with reference to the talk of * pact and impact* raised by 
Sir Campbell Rhodes in the Assembly, Mr. V. J. Paid, M.L.A., 
issued on 15th March the following statement to the Press explaining 
his own position and that of the Swaraj party in the Assembly:— 

*Xertain newspapers, whose criticisms 1 have seen, are very mneh 
mistaken if they think that they will in any degree shake the solidarity of 
the ' bwarajya * party by publishing lying and misleading accounts regarding 
•events of Monday and Tuesday last in the Legislative Assembly. 1 desire 
to make it clear that no difierence of opinion has arisen between myself 
and Pundit Motilal Nehru. In fact the whole Swarajya party acts with 
one mind, one determination and one aim. it is oar misfortune and not 
our fault that we find ourselves in a minority in the Assembly. The speech 
delivered by me on Monday last outlining the programme and policy of 
the Swarajya party, and every word of which ^as endorsed by Pnndit 
Motilal Nehru by way of personal explanation when Mr. Cbatterjee was 
trying consciously or unconsciously to misrepresent both' cf up, was madc< by 
me as a Swarajist. Pundit Motilal Nehru was speaking on behalf of the 
Nationlist party and studiously confined himself to matters which were 
common ground between Swarajists and Independents, but as a Swarajist 
be said he endorsed every word of what 1 said. Pundit Motilal Nehru has 
only recently congratulated the leaders of the Swarajya party in the 
Central Provinces for successfully carrying out the policy of the Party 
which leavfs no room (or doubt as to what we would have done if we had 
a Swarajist majority. The statement made by Pundit Motilal Nehru on 
Tuesday represented the view of a section of the Nationalist party and 
this was made clear by him. It has nothing to do with what the Swarajya 
party as such may do herafter.*' 

Immediately after the Assembly meeting the Nationalists held 
their party meeting on the 16th. to decide on the next step. Pundit Motilal 
presided at the meeting and pointed out to those Independents who were not 
willing io see eye to eye with Swarajists in their full programme ol 
obstruction to agree to the view that no honest Indian could vote the 
Finance Bill as it stood. 

The peculiarly iniquitous and horrible form of taxation, as Lord 
Olivier described the Salt Tax, must go but a compromise was reached 
to reduce it to aonas seven a maund. Similarly in the interests of the 
masses and in the interest of trade. Postal rates must in their opinion 
revert to their previous level. Cotton excise duty must also go and for that 
purpose Swarajists were to introduce a new clause in the Finance bill, but it 
appears according to rules new clauses can be introduced only by the 
Government Member. However the members made it clear that this duty 
must disappea^r as soon as possible. The Indian gold-thread Industry which 
has been crippled by import of cheaper gold*tbread from foreign countries 
must b protected and tbe Finance Member's proposal to reduce the duty 
from thirty to fifteen per-cent was to be rejected. 

These changes were of a drastic character and would in practice mean 
throwing out the whole bill in spirit if not in form. But the decision 
of the Nationalist party was to put tbe Swarajist motion through. 
There was however no thought of the whole Finance bill being 
thrown out on this day, though by an unexpected turn of events it 
was decided on tbe next morning to move for the total rejection. 



Finance Bill Thrown Out 

On March 17th. the Nationalists scored a signal and surprising 
victory over the Govt, by totally rejecting the whole Finance Bill. 
The lull House met as before on the 10th March, and though obstruc- 
tion was in the air the Govt, benches were not prepared for the great 
surprise that was sprung upon them. The Finance Member introduced 
the Finance Bill, and in a brilliant speech Pt. Madan Mohan Malnviya, 
who acted as the leader of the Nationalists on this day. moved for iis 
total rejection. 

His speech lasted for three hours and anaigned aU the misdteds 
of the present Govt, to which the House resounded with applause from 
time to time. The debate lasted fo’* 5 hours and only five members 
*ook part. Sir Malcolm Hailey played at the old game of threatening 
and dividing the Nationalists, but these were of little avail and the 
House carried by bo against 57 the motion of Pt. Malaviya amidst 
ringing Nationalist cheers 

A secret move on the part of government was exposed on this day 
l.y Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar, and this seemed to have intliienced some 
of the members to voic^ against Government. On Saturday, the 15th 
March, the Government cf India quicUy introduced amendments in 
the Legislative rules of a drastic character including one which 
))etmits the Viceroy to recommend a bill at any stage — a power which 
did not exist before and which takes away whatever little power 
the Assembly has in respect of discussion of l>ilis. Ibis amendment 
was made in view of the Swarajist advent. Whin ijuentioDcd by 
Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar and Dr. Gour. Sir H. Moncrieii Smith, the 
H(<me Secretary, admitted that the new provision was not enacted in 
the light of any difficulty experienced hut to meet any difficulty 
which might arise hereafter. Though he professed that this had been 
undir consideration foi two years it was forwarded to the Secretaiy 
of State only in November last. 

Pandit Motilal therefere, taking Governnu nt’s words at their face 
va ue, connected its despatch wiiU the Swarajist intention to conu* 
into the Assembly as oedaied in the October manifesto. f’andit 
.Motiia* described this prevision most appropriately when lie said that 
1* means that riie Viceroy has only to press a button frt.m tin* 
V iceregal lodge and the Goven menf iVbml pr in charge of a bi.'l will 
say to the Assembly “Here is the Viceroy's recommeodation and you 
must proceed the 8 far and no further.*' 

The Question 

At question time Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar asked lor the rcason.s 
that U-d the Government to m .kc further amendmenis to the statutory 
rules under Section 67 of the (iovernment of India Act, as published on 
the 15 ill and when the Secretary of State's sanction was applud for and 
‘'bUimd. He further asked if the prcccdure of placing ilie dnift rulis 
I u lore Parliament h&s been adopted, and if so when ; if rot wluthcr 
du (.ovcinment would refrain Ircm putting the Rules into lotci; until 
Pailiunient bad considered them, and until the membt rs of the Assem- 
b*y had time to undeistacd the curious and complicated process con- 
templated. He further asked whether the new rules were diMgncd to 
sugment further the Viccroy'.s powers of exceptirnal legislation. 

The Heme Secretary replied evasively as stated above. It appears 
that the sanction of the Sec. of State was urgently fought and received 
on the 8th March last. After further remarks the Prerident Intervened 
on behalf of Sir Henry and the matter was dropped for the time. 

The Finance member then rose. 

27 
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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
THE FINANCE BILL INTRODUCED. 

Rsstoratioii of thb Rbfusbo Grants 

The Finance Member announced that it had been decided to 
restore the four demands for grants refused by the Assembly on Mon- 
day (loth ) The cut of rupees twenty-five faikhs under Railwajrs and 
Rs* 100 under Potests had been accepted, it was possible that 
under a large head like *'Railwa3r8/' iovolving expense of over sixty- 
seven crores, twenty five lakhs might be saved. He said that as a 
result of the voting of demands, the position ot the budget (taking 
account the railway estimates on the basis of the existing system) was 
that the surplus, after allowing for reduction in Provincial Contribu- 
tions, etc., would amount to 18,74,100 rupees. Of course, this took for 
granted that the taxation proposed ia the Bill would be agreed to. 

The FINANCE MEMBER, in moving the consideration of the Finance 
Bill, reiterated in some respects his previous reply to "critics, and ex- 
pressed his inability to agree to the tariff and taxation changes urged. 
He said that no central budget could really be balanced so long as 
Provincial Contribu cions existed, and if the Cotton Excise Duty was 
also to be abolished, he saw no chance of solving in the immediate 
future the more urgent question of Contributions. He then proceeded 
to refute the charges very often made about the administration of 
India, namely, that the administration was extravagant, that the 
number of officers must bs reduced, that military expenditure was 
colossal, and thac vase increase had t^en place m taxation. Sir Basil 
Blackett was surpiiscd, not at the extravagance, but at the cheapness 
of Indian administration!!! As Lord belbourne said, speaking on the 
Government of India Bill, the system inauguratei by the British 
people in In lia was the most econotnicil that the world had ever 
known, or was hkcly to know. As for hi^bly-paii officials, the Finance 
Member was surpris^ at the extremely low number of highly paid 
officials in India. Ho had already spoken on previous occasions about 
military expenditure. He admitted that it ought to be further 

reduced, but that would take time, and could not bs given effect to 
in the next year's budget. He warned the Members., not to use catch- 
words which had no basis, because he felt that whm, in the course of 
time, they came to administer Government and wanted to make it more 
efficient, they would find themselves severely hampered by the expecta- 
tions which they bad raised ia the mind of the peopL for reductions io 
expenses which would not be possible. In conclusion, he pointed out 
to the House that whatever might bs the political cousi ieratioos, the 
Budget had a right lO claim consideration on financial merits. He 
maintamed that without the Salt Tax at Rupees two, they might be 
running the risk of a deficit next year, and hoped that the House 
would keep before it economic and financial considerations, and vote 
accordingly. 


MOTION TO THROW OUT THE BILL 

PT. MAD AN MOHAN MALAVIYA opposed the consideration of the 
Finance Bill. He recounted India's war services, and the disappointiog 
character of the Reforms. Diarchy had broken down, the TransferceJ 
subjects had been staived, the Swarajists in the Central Provinces had 
thrown out the budget, and Swarajists in Bengal were also going ^ do 
so. The sooner, therefore, the existing position in the Provincei was 
changed, the better for all. The Central Government had also phtlived 
its usefulness. He would have liked the Government to continuh under 
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tbe 6 Ut system, when the Viceroy's Executive Council decided upon the 
extent cl taxation and expenditure. What was the use ol the Assembly, 
with « msjoiity of elected members, when a greater portion of the 
expenditure was non-votable, and on matter of taxation their vords 
were not fiual ? As this state of affairs could not continue, the Assembly 
put forward a mott reasonable demand, llie reply to this given by 
the English members of the Government was cruel. They were told 
they were incapable of exercising larger powers. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey: I deny that statement. 1 never raid that. 

Pandit Malaviya sa'd that the Heme . Member bad statid the 
factors which stoed in the way cl accemplisbirg their object. The 
sfeakei's belief was that representative institulicns were a real instru* 
ment to get over the difficulties enumerated by the Heme Member, to 
develcp National defence, and make up ccmmunal differencea. The 
record of the work of the National Congress was a testimony of the 
fitness of Indians. Lord Olivier's reply was not satisfactory, and Prof. 
Richards bad made it clear that the Act was not to be changed 
before 1929* He asked the Gevenment to have the courage to sit at 
SI Round Table Conference and examine the pros and cons of the 
issues ard leave the pec pie of India and Parliament to form their 
rpinkn about the ccnclusions of the Conference. 

He pointed out that Irdiana bad been refused the opportunity to 
manuJacture their cwn salt, snd that no Indian member could agree 
to the imposition cf the Salt Tax. If, tbeiefote, they wanted to 
refuse the Salt-Tax, they must also have the power to eflect a errres- 
fcrdirg reduetkn in expenditure, lut as they did not possiss that 
fewer, they could not be arked to vote the Finance Bill. He said: 
** So Icrg as the Government of India Act is not revised, 1 find that 
with my sense of self-respect, and with the little conscience that God has 
given me, I cannot support taxation either now or in the near future, 
until the Government of India Act is revised. (Hear, hear). Take 
away the Government of India Act, if you please. We shall not 
complain of it, bnt if you want to rule India in the form of a 
civilised Government, introduce a measure of Self-Government in the 
place of the sham you have introduced." (Hear, bear). 

Govt, practising a fraud ! 

Pandit Malaviya, continuing, said that Earl Balfour, when he went 
to America, said that the only form of real Government was Govern- 
ment conducted according to the will of the people. Judged by that 
standard, where did the Government of India stand 10-day ? When 
India helped Britain in the war, the British people agreed with the 
principle of self-determination enunciated by President Wilson, but the 
principle had not been given efifect to, A book annually pub]i8bcd» 
called India's Parliament, was giving misleading ideas about the actual 
-^tate of things in India to people abroad. He summed up his criti- 
cism thus: ** W'ith all respect to individual members of the Govein- 
inent, 1 say that it is a fraud you ate practising upon the civilised 
world. (Hear, hear). Why further humiliate us by inviting us to 
lAke part in a League of Nations and an Imperial Conlercnce where 
our representatives cannot speak with the authority of the jvrp’e l*e- 
^’ind them ? 1 hope no elected members would agree to take jiart in 

' hese bodies without the authority of India." Continuing, Pandit Mala- 
^ lya said that they could not conscientiously vote for the Taxation Bill. 
*teplyiog to Sir Basil Blackett's observations, Pandit Malaviya held 

the Government of India was extravagant, and that the Finance 
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Member had not yet proved the contrary. He corrected the Finance 
Member by stating that Indians did not consider the number of officers 
large or costly, but European officers with fat saiarte* were very large in 
number, and their gala ies disproportionate with the National income. 
If he had it in his power, he would considerably increase the number 
of Indian officers. He would appoint more Ministers, and create more 
portfolios. He would like to sp;;nd more money, and hia complaint was 
that under British rule so little had the income of the people increased 
that expenditure for beneficient purposes could not be undertaken. 
The Finance Member had quoted figures of taxation per head in other 
countries without giving comparative figures of the average income in 
those countries, which would have exposed his game. 

Pandit Malaviya had spoken for more than an hour when the President, 
finding that the Pandit had to say more, adjourned the sitting for lunch. 

A Breeze 

Mr. N ogy, one of the panel of Chairmen, took the chsir when 
the Assembly commenced proceedings after iunch.^ Pandit Malaviya con- 
linued his speech, opposing consideration of the Finauce Bill. Referring to 
the army, he reiterated the demand for a National policy, which would 
give them a citizen army, which was the only means of making an 
effective reduction in the expenditure on the regular army. He deS' 
cribed the financial policy of the Government up till some time ago as 
scandalous, and urged that the Finance Member must be an Indian. 
The Pandit then criticised the abuse of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, the application of Section 141 of the Cr. P. C. and Section 108. l.P.C., 
and asked whether there was any time even in the history of India where so 
many respectable and innocent persons were prosecuted and subjected 
to indignities and hardships under the operation of a law which was 
never meant to apply to such persons. Gandhi. Nehru, C. R. Das. 
Lajpat Rai. and thousands of the best ludians in jail! He asked what 
had happened to the Assembly's demand for the release of Sardar 
Kharak Singh. The Pandit was referring to the enforced abJication 
of the Maharaja of Nabha when up rose the Home Member. — 

Sir Malcolm Hailey protested against this reference to the Maharaja 
of Nabha's abdication. 

Pandit Malaviya : You protest to the Chair, and not here. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey : 1 protest against the discussion on the floor 

of this House of the merits or demerits of the abdication of the 
Maharaja of Nabha or the action taken by the Government. 

Pandit Malaviya : Under what rule am 1 prevented ? 

Sir Malcolm Hailey: Rule No. 23. 

Pandit Malaviya: Yes; but that only refers to questions and ic- 
solutions. and not to the Finance Bill. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey: 1 want you to recognise the effect of tije 
President's rulings, given several times in the course of the budget 
discussioD, and they apply equally to a motion for the consideration 
of a Bill such has been put forward to*day. 

Dr. Gour pointed out that the final authority to debar a discua<» 
sion on these matters was the Governor-General and not the President. 
It was a well known fact that what the law did not prohibit, it 
permitted. 

Mr. Patel asked the President to decide whether the subject 
matter to which the Pandit had referred was relevant or not. ThJ 
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President Mr. Ncogy was non-plussed. Just at thi^s Sir 

Frederick Whyte came in and took the Chair, Mr. Neoav leaving 
It amidst much laughter. ^ 

Sir Henry Stanyon, Pundit Malaviya and Dr. Gour all expressed 
their views on the admissibility or otherwise of the discussion on the 
subject to which the Pandit made refeienco. The President ru^ed such 
discussion out of order. Both Pandit Malaviya and Dr. Gour tr>ed to 
acquaint the President with what happened during his temporary 
absence w’hea Mr. Neogy presided, but the Presidout adhered to hit 
ruling. Thereupon, Pandit Malaviya referred to the report that many 
residents of FerozeiX)re district lost theif lives when they went to the 
Gurudwara at Gangasar to read the Granth Sahab. He emphasised his 
l)Oxnt that the Government had not protected the religious liberty of 
Indians, and thcrelore, tnat the Government did not enjoy the confi- 
dence of the people. British Indians were entitled to protection for 
performing religious duties in temples situated in the territory of an 
Indian Prince. Concluding, Pandit Malaviya said that situated as 
Indians were, they could not lend their support to the raxition Mill. 
He knew that the Viceroy would certify it. The representatives of 
the people had no option but to refuse to support taxation iiuiess 
they were given rightful voice in framing the Budget. He hoped that 
every Indian member would support his motion to refuse consideration 
ui the Bill in order that this system of Government might be ended, 
and they may have a really Hesponsilile Government. 

biu M. Hailev 

Sir MALCOLM HAILEV said : ‘ In a way, i am not sony that 
l^undit Malaviya had put lorward Jiin moiion, because it has brought us 
^ Dce more to a clear issue.' He then reminded the House that 
in the first three years of the working ot the Governmeat of India 
Act they found themselves with men who were prepared to work the 
Act and who greatly iuiluenced the whole course ot their administia* 
tion, but in the new Assembly the Swarajists had come with their 
declared policy. It was hoped that tht^y would work with the 
Government. The Swarajists and some lnde{>eQdeni 8 had put lorwaid 
admittedly a compromise motion on the question ci Kesponsibie 
Government. The House fully wcil knew the reasons why the Govern- 
rui'iit could not accept it. Through all these di&cussions they were in 
doubt as to how iar the compromise of the Nationalists Jmd gone. 
We were in doubt, he said, as to whether it was brought about on 
account of the desire on trie part of our friends lor comjilete jevisioii 
the Constitution or something more iar-rtraching. That debate 
nded there, followed oy the becretary of Stale’s speech in the Mouse 
of Lords, which wa^- received with dissatisfaction among some of them. 
The result was that lour demands tor giants were thrown out. and 
It was said that this was done o demonstrate a principle. W<> are 
till unaware as to what their motives were, whetht-r the r jeclioii 
01 those demands lor grants was some obscure form ot co-operation, 
or merely a demonstration or proof of their common programme ot 
completely wrecking the Constitution, for reasons equally ob^icutv. 

We found ourselves next day on the question ot demands for 
gams when they gave us larger consideration and criticism of 

the type we hitherto found to be of great cllcct on our adminis- 

tration. Now Pandit Malaviya has come fo ward with a dcuuncia* 
non of the whole of our policy in the past, expressing I114 
total inability to accept the motion of the Finance Member 

the specific ground that we could not agree to a Koond 
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Table Cooferesce. 1 have been trying to know the reaeont which led 
lo a sudden change of attitude on their part. 1 have seen in the 
papers some strong criticism about the attitude of the Nationalist 
Phfty, slating that they should have thrown out the budget. Now, 1 
ask, is it lor that reason that you have suddenly gone back to the 
ccmplete policy of wrecking ?*' 

Proceeding, the Home Member said that he had noticed in many 
pails of the House criticisms arising out of the fact that the 
enhatiCed «alt duty would provide the means of relieving the Provinces 
of their provincial contributions. Also, there was some hesitation on 
Ih part of some members in voting for the salt duty at anything 
like Rs. 2 . Was it to get the vote ot these members that this motion 
was sprung up, and to show that it would be easier to throw out 
the Finance Bill as a whole than leaving it to the Government to 
certify the Salt Tax at some rate ? Was it really felt that it would 
be easier to take that course, and thus relieve the provincial members of 
the necessity of voting one way or the other ? Then, again, there 
were motions on the paper for reducing the salt tax to seven annas 
a maund. 

1 notice that the country has found great difficulty in appre< 
dating the tactics of our friends here. Those versed in the method 
of the constitutional institutions of Europe have equally founil 
it difficult to appreciate the tactics of our friends. Pandit 
Mataviya says clearly and explicitly that so long as he is dis- 
satisfied with the attitude of the Government, he will not join in 
voting for any taxation at all. l am glad for one thing. It does not 
affect me personally, for 1 am about to enjoy a brief period of 
leisure, but 1 am sorry for those members of the Assembly who 

might otherwise have to come up and consider the Tariff Board's 

Report in Simla. Obviously, Pandit Malaviya will not assist them in 

any operation of that kind. It is extreme statements of that kind 

which bring home the nature of the course he proposes. The Hon. 
Pandit has joined that section which is determined on the complete 
wreckage of the present Constitution, with all its consequences in 
India as w«.ll as in England. If that is any satisfaction for the more 
extreme section of the Parly which he stood lor in the past* and 
stands to-day, then all 1 can say is that on calmer reflection he will 
regret that be has given them that satisfaction. It is perfectly clear 
that the Swaraj Party has never changed its ideals and its methods. 

(Pandit Motilal and others : Hear, bear). 

Thb British Nation & Parliament Again II 

Proceeding, Sir Malcolm Hailey said that the British Nation would 
not give a constitutional advance to India unless it was satisfied that 
the measure of advance given was likely to be properly worked, and 
that to \he complete advantage of India. The British Parliament, 
after many years of demand from India, hid as last set India on the 
road to Responsible Government. Now, what did the Pandit say? He 
proposed to throw that back in the face of the British Parliament. 
If they looked facts calmly in the fare, then it would be found that 
this decision would not help India on the path of Rest^nsible GoverO' 
ment. His motion for the rejection of the Finance Bill was exactly 
a gesture of dissatisfaction, and a sign of impatience and irresponsihitity 
which would make it impossible for the British Parliament to oemsider 
any further advance. The King's Government must be carried on. 
The demands, if rejected, would be certified by the Viceroy ; otherwise, 
the Government would come to an end. Concluding, the Home Member 
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said : Neither yoo nor your friends will suffer from the results of 
refuiii^ taxation. The result will rest with the Govemmsut. That 
again, is not responsibility. It is on that ground that 1 appeal to 
you ail to consider the effect of passing the Pandit's motion. i{ you 
follow his suggestion, it would be taken as a sign of irresponsibility. 
1 know that no section of the British Parliament will be inlluenced 
in the slightest degree by any such action.** 

Pandit Motilal Nbrru. 

Pandit MOTILAL NEHRU said that his short experience of the 
Assembly had shown that the Home Member was a past master in the art 
which was generally attributed to the whole Government of India, 
namely. Divide and Rule. To-day he had pactised that art to perfec- 
tion. He had again warned the non^Swarajists not to id^'iitify them- 
selves with the Swarajists. The speaker felt proud that he was the 
author of the October manifesto, and stood by it as a Swarajist, but 
as he had explained* he was acting in the Assembly as a tnemb.ir of 
the Nationalist Party, and not as a Swa ajist. They ciine to the 
councils to co-operate* with the Government on their own terms, 
and passed the resolution embodying their demand by an over- 

whelming majority. The resolution was voted 01 by the National- 
ists as well as by others not belonging to. that Party, thereby 

proving that the demand put forward in it was the demand of 
the whole country. It was very reasonable, and had not t>.v?n put 

forward to provoke a negative reply. As for the decision to throw out 
the Finance Bill, the reason was that hts Party thought that in any 
case the Viceroy's Certification must come. It was, th refore, useless 
for them to waste the day in going into the lobby and coming out 
on various motions. He said that the Assembly was not refusing 
supplies. It was not in their power to do so. They refused to be 

pirty to supply funds to the Government when that Government was 
being run without their having any control of the executive io respect 
of the expenses, or the rasing of revenue. The Home Member had 
said that he doubted that any principle was being established. The 
speaker thought that it was the oldest principle that they were 
<.'stablishing. He said that his Party's decision on Tuesday had mjt 
with both favourable and adverse criticism, but the H^me Member 

apparently read only the adverse criticism. In any case, press criticism 
bad nothing to do with the Party's decision. Hj said that since 
Tuesday the Swarajists did not take part in the discussion. In the 
interval, they had learnt that Prof. Richards, in answering a leiling 
<iucstion in the House of Commons, had declared that the Labour 
Government did not want to interfere with the ten years’ programme, 
nor had the Government of India moved in respect even of its own 
d<^{>artmental enquiry. Furthermore the copy of the Gazsttb issued 
on Saturday last contained the amended Legislative Rules, and had 
shown that the Viceroy can recommend a Bill at any stage. The 
speaker had a shrewd suspicion that this had been introduced to meet 
ihe Swarajist opposition in the Assembly. Now. therefore, the Govern- 
ment had merely to press the botton. and like an automaton the 
Assembly had to consider the Viceroy's recommendation at whatcvc?r 
a bill might be. He said that their proposal for a Round Table 
^^mference was intended, not for ^immediate establishment of Responsible 
Government, but for the immediate acceptance of that right, and the 
'Attempt by the Conference to evolve a Constitution suited to the 
of India based on her traditions. Western people had their 
own institutioos, but they could not understand India's needs and 
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requiremenls. As for the Home Member's charge that the refusal to 
consider the Finance Bill would show irresponsibility, be asked : How 

is one man responsible for the action of another ? You frame the 
Budget; ycu regulate the income: you regulate the expenditure. We 
have no power and no control. The course proposed by Pandit 
Malaviya is to use the stiongest weapon in bis band to protest.*' 
He appealed to all elected members of the House to sup]X)Tt it. 

Sir Pukshottamdas Tbakurdas 

Sir PUKSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS opposed obstruction. He ad- 
milted that when men like Patidit Malaviya and Pandit Motilal had urged 
the grave step of obstruction, there were serious causes necessitating 
it. He also believed in the principle of se)f-help. but he felt that the 
Labour Government must be given time to respond. Moreover, thv 
Assembly having voted expenditure under demands for grants, could 
not consistently now refuse taxation to meet those obligations. He also 
felt that if the Finance Bill was rejected, and if it was eventually 
Certified and placed before the House, it would mean the Salt Tax at 
Rs. 2, while the Assembly had power to reduce it o Ks. He 

apix^aled to their statesmanship to realise the situation, and prevent 
serious results as the result of the rejection of the Bill, 

Bill Hsjbctbd 

At five- thirty, the House divided and refused consideration of the 
Bill by 6o votes against 57 amidst loud Nationalist applause 
The Assembly then adjourned till the next day. 



MAlt. i8. »920 I'lNANCE BILL REJECTED i,- 

Recommended Finance Bill Rejected Agadn ] 

Tbe Nationalist ^rty met the same night and discussed the trium- 
pbant manner in which it bad come out of the ordeal. At tbe same 
time the Viceroy in the GovernmeDt House was deHberatiog with his 
CcuDcii on the next move. When the Nationalist party meeting had 
dispersed for the night and almost all members had gone to bed 
Pandit Motilal was roused by a telephonic message sent to him at 
11 p.m. at tbe instance of Sir Malcolm Hailey, communicating 
Govt's decision to send back the Finance Bill to the Assembly with 
the Viceroy's lecommendation. This message, Ihe Pundit told the As- 
sembly next day. took him by surprise and it was too late in tbe night 
for him to dfstuib his party members. Early next motning the l^rty 
consideTcd tbe situation. There was no doubt about their decision but 
they all felt that this move involved a direct affront to tbe Assembly 
because, even though the bill had been modified, its rejection was based 
not on its merit but op outside issues, and how could Government expect 
the Assembly to eat its words. This action of the Government iurtber 
confiimed the view that the new rules to which refeience was made on 
the 17th by Mr. Rangaswamy Iyengar bad been f tamed solely to meet 
the Swarajist attack. In the ordinary course under the old rules tbr 
X'iccroy should have applied the Certificate and the Ccuncil of Eldeis 
would have passed it and the Bill would have become law. 

Thb Cbakces in thb Recommended Bill 

The changes introduced in tbe Finance Bill are reduction of Salt 
duty to Rs. 1-4, retention of the old high import duty on Gold Ihread, 
(lower duly proposed would have seriously injured the Gold Thread 
Industry in India), and the retention of old high duty on Motor spirit. 
It is a curious commentary cn the management of the present ad- 
ministration that petrol scot out from Burma to tbe United Kingdom 
sells there much cheaper than in India. 

Tbe motives behind Government's mind must have been two ; firstly, 
to show that tbe Finance Bill bad been stripped of all reasonable objec 
lions so that some of tbe votes rcxoided against it on tbe 17th might l>r 
either won or kept neutral ; secondly. Government might have felt that 
the adverse vote on tbe Bill was certain and it wanted to show to the 
outside world, particularly to the Labour Government at Home, that 
though it had adopted a most responsible attitude, and that despite its 
'clirob down*, the Bill bad been thrown out. This would naturallv 
strengthen tbe hands of Govt, by taking away Labour support from the 
Nationalists. Govt, could then more easi'y launch upon a full-fledged 
(Hjlicy of reaction which the Dic-hards both here and in London bad 
te n panting to adopt. 

The Viceroy’s Message 

On the Assembly meeting again on the iSih, after 'ntcrpellations 
SIR BASIL BLACKETT rose to announce that he had a message from 
the Governor«General. 

The President resui the following message, all members standing : 

** In pursuance of the provisions of sub-section ( i ) of Section 67 
B of the Government of India Act> 1 , Rufus Daniel, Earl of Reading, 
do recommend to the Legislative Assembly that it do pass the Bill 
to fix the duty on salt manufactured in or imported by land into 
certain parts of British India, to vary certain duties leviable under the 
Tarifi Act 1894, to fix tbe maximum rates of postage under tbe Indian 

2S 
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Pott Office Act. 1898, fortber to amend the Indian Phper Currency 

Act 1923, and to fix the rates of income-tax in the form hereto 

annexed.— READING, Viceroy and Govemor-Genfral/* 

Sir Basil Blackett said that the Bill was identical with the Bill which 
was considered, or rather not considered, yesterday hot it wee an 
emasculated Bill. The main changes was th^ fixation of the Salt 
Doty at Re. 1-4 and all other changes proposed in the original Ball 
have been given up with the exception of the duty on splints and 
empty match boxes. He said that only those provisions in the Bill had 
been retained which were considered essential for the safety and 
tranquility of British India. 

The House thereupon proceeded to transact ordinary legislative 
business. After this Sir Basil Blackett moved for leave to introduce the 
recommended Finance Bill, He did not make any speech. 

Pahdit Motilal Opposes 

Pandit MOTILAL NEHRU rose to oppose the*' introduction. He dis- 
claimed that his opposition meant an affront to the Viceroy or any 
discourtesy to His Excellency. Nothing was further from their mind. 
He fe*t that the procedure adopted by the GDvernment in pursuance 
oi the rules recently framed was an affront to the vote of the 
Assembly. The new rules have been taken advantage of in re -introdu- 
cing a Bill which the House rejected yesterday. If he opposed 
introduction, it was because the rules permitted him to do so. He 
held that the new rules were unconstitutional in their nature and 
confessed that the procedure adopted by the Government had come 
to the House as a surprise. They had thought that the Bill would 
go to the Council of State. It was only by the courtesy of the 
Home Member that be was informed last night on telephone at 
II o'clock that the Bill would come before the Assembly that day with 
the recommendation. It was too late for him to inform his colleagues 
at that late hour. The speaker further referred to the fact that he 
and his colleagues were not in the advantageous position in whicli 
the Government was. Mr. K. C. Roy, their esteemed colleague, bad 
left on deputation and in his place another member, Mr. Raj Narain, 
who took his oath to-day, had been appointed. Non-Official members 
could not fill the seats of the absentees in that manner. 

Continuing, Pandit Motilal observed that Government need not 
have shown such unnecessary haste. He did not want to repeat the 
arguments used by Pandit Malaviya the day before, which were still 
unanswered and were unanswerable. He said that the Salt Duty had been 
reduced by the Government to Re. 1-4 because it was in favour ol 
the people. The Finance Member had described his Bill as having 
been emasculated because of this reduction 

Sir Basil Blackett dissented from this view. 

Pandit Motilal said that the circumstances in which the Bill had been 
sent back to the Assembly were entirely different and were an affront 
to the House. He hoped the Hon, members would be jealous of 
preserving the dignity of the Assembly and that even those who 
remained neutral yesterday or who voted with the Government wonld 
vote in refusing the introduction of the Bill. 

Motion of lotredocfoB Rejected 

The motimi for leave to introduce the Bill was put to the House 
and rejected. Government did not challenge a division th*s tiifie* 
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The New Legislative Rules 

Next day* March XQth, the Assembly sat lor only half an hour tor 
intermissions. Very interesting side-lights were thrown on the secretly 
batched rules under which the Viceroy had the day beforo used his 
extraordinary powers for * recommending* the Finance Bill. Mr. K. C. 
Neogy asked a question on which followed a series of supplementary 
questions about the much debated new Legislative Rules. Sir Malcolm 
Hailey had stated in the Assembly on the 28th January. 1922. 
**lt is not tbe function of the Goyernor-General-in-Council to make 
recommendations to the Governor*Geaeral in regard to the exercise of 
his personal power* nor can they in any way seek to sway hi^ deci- 
sion.’* Mr. Neogy asked whether, in view of the above statement, an 
Exception has been made in the Legislative Rule 36A in so far as it 
contemplated the Governor-General being moved by tbe Governor* General- 
in-Council in regard to the exercise of his personal power under Sec- 
tion C7B of the Goverpment of India Act. 

Sir Moncrief Smith said that the intention of the rule was merely 
to afford the Governor-General an opportunity for deciding whether he 
would exercise his power of recommendation or not. He admitted that 
it would have been better if the rules had been so worded. Sir Malcolm 
Hailey’s enunciation of the position, as quoted by Mr. Neogy. was 
correct. The Governor-General in Council would not. and in fact, dart? 
not attempt to control or sway the Governor-Gcnerars discretion in the 
exercise of his powers. 

Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar asked if it was open to the Oovernor- 
r»eneral-ln-Council to move the Governor-General to exercise the power 
of recommendation. Was it not equally open to the House to recom- 
mend the Govemor-General-in-Council to move the Governor-General 
to consider the opinion of the House in respect of a Bill ? 

Sir Malcolm Hailey said that the Rules, as they stood, referred to 
Government Bills, but he imagined that if a private member wanted 
to get the Viceroy’s recommendation in respect ol a private Bill, there 
was nothing to prevent him from doing so. 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao asked why were not these Rules referred to 
a Committee of the House ? 

Sir Moncrief Smith said that the rule-making power was purely an 
Executive action. 

Dr. Gour pointed out that the Rules made were ultra vires in 
the Sense that they widened the narrow limits of certification and 
recommendation contemplated by Section 67-B. 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao and Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar pointtd out 
that the Committee appointed to formulate Rules, before the Kefcrmed 
Legislature came into bemg. discussed these Rules. 


The Finance Bill in the Council of State 

On the aath March the *’ Recommended ** Finance Bill came before 
the Council of State for consideration. Mr. MeWatters, l inancc Sccrc ary, 
in moving the BUI gave a brief history of its expcncnce in the Lontr 
House. This recommended Bill now provided just sufficient funds to enawe 
administration being cairicd on and to provide also lor 
budget. Government believed that Salt Tax at a rate higher than one rupw 
and four annas was not actua’ly required to baUnce the 
they had brought it down to tbe old level. But the effect of 
they could not make any rcducUon in the Provincial contributions dnnng 
present year and that next year they would have to make up tometning 
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like two crores and sixteen lakbs before they could arrive at a stage when 
they could help the Provincial Gcvemments by providing funds tor the 
Nation-building Departments. 

Concluding he said ** It is true that this is a * Recommended Bill ' and 
even if amendments are passed they do not necessarily follow that they 
become law. Hut it does mean, if the amendments are passed, that the 
House refuses to pass the Bill as recommended. Goverrment attach 
g;reatest importance to the unanimous vote of this House in favour of the 
Hi)]. This House has the privilege of sharing in the great responsibility 
of Ciovernment. Your sujpport will mean that you want the constitutional 
piogresb of this country to be orderly and that you refuse your concurrence 
with the dangerous theory that political progress can be facilitated by 
irresponsible and obstructive tactics.'* 

Other Govt, members also strongly urged that the ^bill be passed 
unanimously. Amendments proposed by the non-officials had therefore 
tj be dropped or withdrawn under pressure. The majoiity of members 
were glad that the Salt Tax had been reduced, but not Sir Umar Hayat 
Khan who was sorry for the reduction. The Rt. Hon. * Mr. Sastri and 
Sir Deva Prosad would have liked to introduce amendments but in 
view of the requisite n of an unanimous vote, they willingly voted in 
favour of the bill. Messrs. Natesan and Barua raised their voice ol 
protest, but still under the emergent circumstances they supported the bill. 
The only dissentient voice throughout was that of Mr. K. V. Ranga- 
swamy Iyengar who kept on persistently saying **No** to every motion. 
In the end the Finance Bill was passed by the Council next day. 
the 25th Match without aoy amendments and unanimously, the only 
dissentient being Mr. Iyengar, 

The Viceroy*8 Explanation 

The following was published on the 3i8t March in an extraordinary 
Gazette '* giving the reasons which moved His .Excellency the 
Governor' Cieneral to pass an order under Section 67(B) of the Govern- 
ment oi India Act for the certification of the Indian Finance Bill as 
li commended to the Assembly and the Council of State: — 

•‘When ibe Budget for the year I924>25 was introduced in thv 
Legislative Assembly, the Hon. the Finance Member was authorised by 
me to announce that as our anticipations for the coming year indicated 
a budget which would balance on the present basis of taxation and 
with the salt duty reduced to its former level of Rc. x-4 per maund. 
the choice between the rate and any higher rate would be left to tlu 
Assembly. At the same time my Government, with the full concurrenct 
of the Secretary of State lor India, made clear their view that a higher 
rate of the Salt Duty at Ra. 2 per maund would be in the best interests 
of the country, since it would enable a commencment to be made with 
the reduction of provincial contributions in four Provinces and would 
thereby secure an increased provision for objects such as education, 
public health and industry, the furthcrence of which is our anxious 
coucern. When the demands for grants under difierent heads of expenditure 
were laid before the Assembly, that House saw fit to reject, without any 
examination of the expenditure on its merits and for reasons extraneon.'^ 
to the Budget, the demands for the tu<ioms. Income Tax, Salt an 
Opium departments, four of the main revenue-earning departments c 
the Government. These four demands, on the retention of which tht 
revenue of thebe important Departments necessarily depended, were later 
on restored by my Government acting in accordance with the rawert^ 
conlerred on ibem by Section (7 A (7) of the Government of India Act 
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IfM ranaiidag deauttds bad in ti>e meantime been naesed by the Amemhlv 
’widi tmall reductions under two beads only. ^ 

Assbmbly's Rbsponsibility. 

•«When during the next stage of the Budget procedure the Finance 
Bin was presented lor the consideration of the Assembly, the consider- 
ation was refused without examination of the details in spite of the fact 
that the maiority of demands for expenditure under difiercnt Depart- 
ments of Government bad actually been accepted by the House. The 
position which resulted from the action of the Assembly, therefore, was 
that when the Finance Bill providing for means of meeting expenditure 
which it had already voted came before the Assembly, the Bill was 
rejected without consideration. The Finance Bill prescribes rates at which 
taxation shall be levied under several of the most important revenue 
heads including Salt Duty, Postage and Income Tax, and the Legislative 
sanction given by the Finance Act of the precceding years for collection 
of taxation under these heads would have expired on March 31, 1924. 
In these circumstances it was my obvious duty, under special powers 
conferred upon me by Section 67B of the Government of India Act, 
to take such action as was essential for the interests of British India 
in order to enable the administration of the country to be carried on 
and to provide sufficient funds to enable the Government of India's 
Budget for the coming year to be balanced. It was with this sole 
object in view that 1 recommended to the Assembly the Finance Bill 
in modified form containing only such provisions as were essential for 
the purpose above mentioned. 

Bbubficul Proposals. 

**The Finance BUI as recommended by me provided for the levy of 
the Salt Duty at the former rate of Rs. x-4 per maund, for the existing 
postal rates and rate of Income-tax, for continuance for a further year, 
of the provisions agreed to by the Legislative Assembly last year, for 
credit to the general revenues of interest on securities hold In the currency 
Reserve, and for the imposition of a specific duty on certain material 
for match manufacture which required to safeguard the revenue and exceed- 
ing one and a half crores of rupees (derived from the present import 
duty on matches). Certain items induing the proposals to reduce Fxcise 
Duty and Import Duty on motor spiiit, to reduce Import Duty on 
certain component parts of cotton mill machinery and to effect minor 
changes in the Customs Tariff were ommitted from the recommended Bill. 
These proposals though of a beneficial character were not such as 1 could 
hold to be essential for the interests of India. This Bill with my 
recommendation was presented to the Legislative Assembly, but leave to 
introduce it was refused. It was thereupon laid before the Council 
of State with a certificate by me that the provisions of the Dill were 
essential for the interests of British India and was passed by the Council 
without amendment. To this Bill as consented to by that Chamter I 
have signed my assent. 

** It is to me a matter of regret that the Legislative Assembly to 
which important responFibilitiet are entrusted in votmg expenditure to 
be incurred by Government and in authorising provision of necessaty 
funds to meet that expenditure should have failed cn this occasion to 
consider these important financial matters on their merits. The action 
WThteb my Government was ccmpelled to take to restore the four grants 
rejected by the Assembly and that which 1 found it necessary to take 
in exercise of special power conferred upon me as Governor* Geoeisl 
have, as their sole object, the maintenaoce of administration to be carried on." 

88(a) 
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Repeal of Repressive Laws 

Oo March 20th, the Govt, again snffered a crushing defeat at the 
band of the nationaiists. By a majority of 68 to 44 the Swarajists* 
backed by almost all the Independents including Sir Purushottam and 
Mr. Bepin Pal, carried Mr. Shambhudayal Misra's amendment to repeal* 
besides the old iniquitous Bengal Regulation HI of 1818, all other 
Repressive laws and regulations including the Criminal Law Amend. Act. 

After interpellations Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhai moved his resolutioa 
for early steps to abolish the Cotton Excise Duty. After his speech Mr. 
Neogy moved an adjournment of the debate til) the September session, 
because, be said, even if the Assembly passed the resolution, the Govt* 
would not be able to give effect to it during tbe financial year. More* 
over tbe House was anxious to come at once to the next resolutioa 
on the agenda regarding the release of State prisoners. 

The Government, the representatives of European commerce and the 
nominated members, were furious at being deprived of the opportunity to 
discuss the Cotton Duty, and each one of them v^pd with the other in 
trying to show that the Assembly was shirking the issue. 

Sir Ch. Innes and Mr. Wilson complained that the Assembly was 
choking discussion on commercial and economic problems by confining 
itself to political issues, and Sir M. Hailey put in a remirk that the 
Nationalist party was postponing the debate because they have 00 case. 
This was to provoke the Nationalist Party to prove that they had a 
case by carrying the rssolution urging the abolition of Cotton Excise 
Duty. But last ni^hc the Party had fully deliberated on the matter. 
They felt that even if they passed the resolution, G)vernmeat would 
never give relief during the next financial year while, as Mr. Dunichaud 
of Ambala said, hundreds and thousands of the il mers of the country 
who were rotting in jail were awaiting the verdict of the Assembly 
regarding their fate. 

Pundit Motilal added that as a sick man could 11 )t tiiink of any> 
thing else except how to cure his disease, similarly the Indian nation 
at present was bound to put political matters above others. It was 
clear that Government was manouvering to postpone the debate on 
the Repeal of the Bengal Regulation. 

Sir Charles Innes threw a small bait to the Bombay benches by 
saying that be wanted to give his reply to the representation of 
Bombay Millowners regarding their representation for protection to 
Cotton Mill Industry. No less than an hour and half was wasted on 
merely as to whether the debate be adjourned or not. Eventually the 
President accepted Pundit Shyamlal Nehru's mstiou for closure and by 
61 votci against 49 the House carried the motion for the adjourn 
meat of the debate. 

Bxsgal Regulation III of x8i8 

Mr. AMARNATH DU IT then moved for the immediate repeal 
of the Bengal Regulation III of 1818. Mr. Dutt said that if the laws 
of a country are an index of its political progress, Regulation HI of 
x8i8 was an anachronism. Tbe Regulation was enacted by the East 
India Company to meet the special condition of those days. Tbe 
Repressive Laws Committee last year bad also adversely commented on 
this Regulation, and though the Govt had accepted the report Om 
the Committee, legislation on the subject had not yet been brought 
forward. This repressive law had been used against highly moral and 
intellectual persons whose only fault was that they loved their countiy 
too well. Law and Lawyers, he said, were to tbe Govt, like a led rag 
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to ft boll. He clftimed the right of free speech fttid £rec ftssociati in • 
aod asked Englishmen to stand for this right and vote with him. He 
asked, with Regulation 111 on the Statute Book could they say that 
they were living under a civilised Government ? In England, the Habeas 
Corpos Act defended the liberties of the people. 

An Ambndmbnt 

Pandit SHAMBU DAYAL MlSStA mivcd an amendment f.)r the 
repeal of the Criminal Law Amendment Act aod all other Repressive 
Laws and Regulations that still exist on tlie Statute Book. 

Sir Malcolm Hailey asked whether the amendment was in order. 

The President said that the proposal to bring similar regulations 
and exceptional legislation was in order, though he was not fully 
aware of the precise terms of the Regulations. 

The Home Member pointed out that the Bombay, Madras aod 
Bengal Regulations were exactly the same, but the Criminal l^iw 
Amendment Act was <\i an entirely diilerent type. 

Mr. O’MALLEY, the Bengal Official, in opposing strongly supported 
the letcntion of Regulation 111. His speech threw some sidelight as to 
why the recommendations of the last Repressive Laws Committee were 
set at naught by his Govt. He said that the rt^port was accepted by 
the Govt, of India as it was constituted in 1021 (with Sir Tej Baha- 
dur & Sir William Vincent) but that the B ugal Govt, had never 
accepted the rc|>ort and instead had told t'lc Govt, of Intlia that it 
would never be able to carry on the administration without Ibis regu- 
lation. 

Khan Bahadur SARFRAZ KHAN pointed out; that the Repressive 
Laws Committee had urged the repeal of Regulation ill and the con- 
huement of its application to the Frontier. 

Sir P. S. SlVASWAMl AlYAR characterised the amendment as 
vague. He was for the repeal of Regulation ill of 1818 because! it was 
repugnant to the sense of law aod justice. As for the repeal of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act and the i’rcventioo of Sediiioiis Meet- 
ings Act, he left them to the discretion of the Executive to sets 
whether a situation had not arisen for their repeal, and if it had 
arisen, to consider their repeal. 

Dr. GOUR supporting the amendment of Mr. Shambudayal Misra 
said that the Assembly should not allow the Executive to be indepen- 
dent of the control and sanction of the judicial authorities. He 
contended that normal conditions had boon restored in the country, 
and therefore, there was no reason why the Criminil Law Amendment 
Act should be allowed to be retained on the Statute Book. 

Sir MALCOLM HAILEY opposed the resolution and the amendment. 
He was surprised to see Khan Brhadur Sarfaraz Ilussaiu Khan de- 
manding the repeal of thesj laws in the roundest te^mi ; but not 
ago the same Khan Bahadur in that Assembly asked the 
Government not to repeal the laws as they were necessary. (Mioy 
voices : Opinions change). 

Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Huisaiu Knaa : 1 admit that 1 askjsd 

tb • Gsverument at that limj not to repeal tlie<e laws, b.jcsuse there 
Were then disturbaces in Bombay anl Calcutta, but now there if 
quiet in the land, and hence m/ change of vijw. Even Mr Ginlhi 
had to change creed. He was a co-opjrater first, and after the J ii- 
iianwalabagh, he became a No a-o-opera tor. I was a co-oporator but 
after the certifications and other things I beesraj a Non-Co-Operator. 
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Proceedisg* the Home Member said that the Seditioai Meetiaga 
Act was very eparfaigly used, but this measure was neceesary becaiise» 
m a country so large as this» and where there were elements difierent 
Irom those in other countries, the Government could not afiofd to be 
deprived oi a measure of this character. He charged the Nationalist 
party for not suggesting a remedy. <**Come to a Bound Table Con- 
ference/' ''come to the Law Courts/' chimed in Pandit Motilal)* But 
the Home Member could not come to the law courts because, he said, 
that would disclose the names of bis informants and their life would 
be in danger. Some of the arguments of the Home member deserves 
quoting. The Bengal Jftegulation 111 , he remarked, was no more anti- 
quated than murder, not more archaic than criminal conspiracy, not 
older than assasination II In his peroration Sir Malcolm made the 
astounding statement that if the liberty of twenty persons was deprived 
to stamp out anarchy, the price was very small I 

At 6 O'clock the amendment of Mr. Shambhudayal was put to vote 
and carried by 68 to 44. The amended resolution of Mr. Dutt was 
then carried without a division. ' 

Paas-porta to the Ali Brother a. 

On March 23 the Assembly met for the final sitting of the March 
session. Business was confined to the introduction of private bills, but 
the main interest centred in a motion for adjournment to discuss the 
question of refusal of passports to the Ali Brothers' delegation to 
Angora. Without a division the Assembly censured the Government regard- 
ing their action in the matter. 

Before the House proceeded to Legislative business Mr. Chamanlal 
asked for reasons why Passports had been refused to the proposed 
Khilaiat Delegation. Sir Malcolm Hailey said Government had laid down 
two principles. Firstly, that 'Passports' be not given to person convicted of 
offences against the State, particularly for inciting disaffection among 
Government Servants, and that members of the Delegation must be 
prepared to give an undertaking not to take part in political move- 
ments against the States they were intending to visit and that no Non- 
Muslim would be allowed to go with the delegation. In other words this 
meant that Maulanas Shaukat Ali, Mahomed Ali and Pandit Motilal 
Nehru could not be allowed to go. Thereupon Mr. Chamanlal moved an 
adjournment of the House to give expression to the grave unrest caused 
among Indian Mussulmans by this decision of Government. The Presi- 
dent very rightly agreed to accept the motion. In the meantime Gov- 
ernment sustained another defeat over Dr. Gour's motion to introduce 
a bill to repeal the obnoxious legislation called the Cr minal Law amend- 
ment Act. By an overwhelming majority establishing a record of non- 
official voting, be was able to introduce his bill by 58 votes against 
39 votes, it was regretted by many that by oversight Dr. Gour had not 
set down the other two reading^lor the same day in order to pass 
the Repealing Bill in one stUpg, thereby repaying in the same coin 
the Government who in the; jpS autocratic days in 1908 had forced 
through this very measure at jp| sitting. 

At 3-30 Mr, Chamanl^^oved hh motion for adjournment.. The 
manner in which mcrnl^^ after membtr among Mussalmans vied with 
one another in condi^lling Government was remarkable. Whether 
he was Swarajist or a loyalist not a single Muslim voice was sparing 
in criticising the Government. 

Mr. Chamanlal explained the correi|iondence which passed between Mr. 
Shaukat Ali and the Govt, of ln<na on the subject of the Issue of 
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to ^ Ang 0 » DelMatlon. The Del^ttion. ha ttW. wet to 
muiit tA thno babdiee oi penona, including Mr. Mahomed AU 
HMm Ajntal Ktiaii. Abal Kalam Azad* Dr, Antari, Mr. Sbaukat AU* 
Mr* VQarethig M^ Abdul Majid and Pandits Motilal Nehru and 
Jawabarlal Nehru. But the Government replied that they were not 
prepared to granc paas^orts to any person convicted of offences against 
the State or ior inciting Government servants to disaffection. This 
re^y applied to Maulanas Mahomed AU and Shaukat Alt. There was 
no law# argued Mr. Chamanlal, under which the Government could 
prevent the grant of passports. The Angora Government was prepared 
to welcome the Delegation, but the Government of India stood in 
the way of the Ali Bfotbers. This, as Mr. Shaukat AU himself stated 
in the course of a correspondence# was an undesirable and unjustifiable 
iatervention in a puiely dcmcstic matter of Muslims. Moreover, the 
delegates were asked to give an undertaking that they would sot 
cany on auy po itical propaganda. This was in direct con rast with 
the religious liberty granted by the Queen's Proclamation. By refus ng 
passports, the Government oi India was proving that they were not 
responsible either to man or to God, and that they were engaged in 
a sinister international intrigue. The Delegation# Mr. Cbamanlal con- 
c uded, was purely a religious mission of peace and the restrictions in 
the grant of passports should be removed. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafi (Behar) declared that the Government 
was not justified in refusing passports to an entirely religious mission. 
He appealed to* the Government not to impose restrictions upon the 
membeis of a delegation and thus interfere with their religious liberty. 

Khan Bahadur Sarfraz Hussain Khan (Debar) warned that just as 
in the case of the Akalis the Government cicated a deep resentment 
by interfetiog with their religious liberty, so also their roiusal of 
passport to a Muslim leligiou^ misston would be tantamount to inter- 
leience with the Muslim religion and would enrage the Mussalmans. 

Sayid Mortuza Saheb (Madras) said that the Khilafat question 
was a momentous one. The Government of India should show practical 
^ympathy to Indian Mussalmans by grantiug permission to the mem- 
bers of the Mission to proceed to the Muslim countries to amicably 
settle the Khilafat problem. He challenged the Government to prove 
that the misdon which intended to proceed not a religious mission. 

SIK MALCOLM HAILEY, in opposing the motion, said that it was 
wrong to say that by refusing passports or imposing restrictions the 
were interfering with the domestic concern of Mussalmans or that 
they wete engaged in a sinister iuternalionai iuttigue. The State was 
r^spDosible, he ingeniously BUt:ge8tcd, for the conduct and safety of the 
de.egates incouotiies they wanted to visit, and the Stale had iliejelore 
to cxticise its discretion in granting passports before therr leaving the 
1 lid lan shores. Moreover# his was a case of persons requiring- atccS3 to 
l&rge bodies of persons who inffuenced the opinion of their country# 
religious or otherwise, in these circumstances# it was only a matter 
of diplomatic usage that the Government of India should ask the 
country whicn the delegates wanted to visit whether they had any objee* 
tion to it and welcomed them, bnt beiore asking the Government 
concerned for their opinion# the Government of India had ilu-msclvea 
to satnfy certain tequiremen is. They had, therefore# laid down that 
^he persons who had been ill-advised enough to preach insobordina- 
lion to troopa should not be granted passports. Was that not a 
leiso&able lequiremeot? asked the Home Member. Moreover# Mahomed 
Alt bad not acknowledged the authority of the State. 

2S(fi) 
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Mr. Raogn Iyer : Sir» may 1 remind the Home Member that after 
bi4 releaie Mr. Mahomed All. speaking on the Independence resolntlon 
at the Cocanada Congress* said that he was for Swaraj within the British 
Empire and he owed his allegiance to the King-Emperor. In view 
of thiis change, is it right to pnrsne the old story ? 

Sir Malcolm Hailey: 1 know what Mr. Mahomed AH said at 
Cocanada* but 1 should require from him something more. There are certain 
perrons, who for their own reasons defy the authority of the State. 
Is it in any way reasonable to ask the State to exercise discretion 
and give them the benefit of protection abroad ? It is the United 

Kingdom which in the last resort is responsible for British Indian 

subjects. Each one of the countries which the deputation proposed to 
visit had lately been subject to trouble. The British Government has 
every right to exercise the greatest caution in approaching the Govern- 
ments of these countries in regard to the Deputation.* It is possible 
that by their restrictions two or three might be prevented from visiting 
the countries they want to* but is that really an oftence to the whole 
Muslim world? Does the whole Murtim worlds of India subscribe to 
the plea that the best solution of the difficulties of the Khilafat 
could be found by Mr, Mahomed Ali and his brother ? 

Several cries of “Yes, yes/' 

Sir Malcolm Hailey : For my part, 1 would require some further 

evidence. I repeat that it is not right for any one to say that the 

Government of India, by imposing the reasonable rest^ctions 1 have 
referred to, has been actuated by any feelings against Mussalmans or 
their religion or that we intended to do anything that would prevent 
a peaceful and successful solution of the Khilafat difficulties. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, in a lengthy speech, said that the 
Ali Brothers had now been released and it was not right to revive tbt 
charges of which they had been convicted. He explained that thi? 
inclusion of Pandits Motilal Nehru and Jawaharlal Nehru was to help the 
Mussalmans in becoming really united. The Hindus of India had no 
cause to fear the unity of Muhammadans. 

Adjournmbnt of thb Motion. 

At this stage stveral members pressed for the closure of the debate. 
The motion for adjournment was then put and carried, the Gevernmeut 
not challenging a division. 

The Assembly then adjourned till the 27 tb May. 
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“90 Jm 24 Mamberi Svofu— CkmmUtia ef petiliona nomlaalad— Ofinliuil Trlbat a«d 
todlao Tolls Bills Inlrodooed • 

21 Jon 24 Joint Session of Itaseoibty ond Oonneil-^luagorotioa by tbe Vieovoy, 

4 Fob 24 Mr. 8etbM*s rosolotioB an. the onqoify Inlo tbs eooaomle ooaditiono 

of ibe people of Indio poised with Sir Bsdobhoy's omendniont. 
Feb *24 Sir Moneekjee Dsdobhoy*s resolntion bi. owotd of KobM Peoee Pries to 
the Ago Ebon poised. 

6 Feb 24 Mr. Setbno’i resolnlioa in. Kenyo Immigrotion Bill woe not mooed 

on oBONoroBOs given by Sir B. K. Sormo—Mr. Korondikoi’s le- 
eolation in. Pnbliootion of Bills in oU tbeir stogm olong with Oonncil 
Debotes wltbdrown. 

It Feb 24 Mr. Sethno^s resolntion on Mnrol Pointings ot New Delhi poised. 

12 Feb 24 Ootton Oesi Bill posied— Mr. VedomnrtPi resolntion on o non*officiol 

Oopitol (Delhi) Committee poised. 

18 Feb 24 Debote on the Reoipreeity Bill>~Sir D. P. 8orbsdlikory*i motion on 

the Immigrotion into Indio Bill to leeiprooote treotment to 
Indions in 8. Afrioo wos puied otter o beoted debote. 

14 Feb 24 Tbe Oontonments Bill poised. 

18 Feb 24 Mr. VedomnrtVs retolntion re. inbBtitntion« of provident land for pension 

system woo poised with Mr. Ehopotde's Amendment. 

20 Feb 24 Mr. Bongoiwomy Ayyongor’s resolntion in. nnemployirent in Indio wos 
negotived.— Lolo Bnkhbir Singh's resolntion on obild welfore wos 
negotived. 

*21 Feb 24 Indion rolls Bill ond the Indion Criminot Tribes Bill poised. 

25 Feb 24 Sir D. P. Subodhicory's resolntion on ezponsion of the ReforniH 

withdrawn. 

28 Feb 24 Bndget presented. 

5 Mor 24 S, Jogendro Singh's resolntion on o snrvey of iriigotion for its expansion 

woe passed. 

6 Mot 24 Three Offlolol Bills poised by tbe AiBembly were ooaiidered ond passed. 

7 Mor 24 General Diionssion on the Bndget. 

10 Mor 24 Tbe Kenya Debate— Mr Sostrl withdrew bis resolntion. 

11 Mor 24 Offlolol resolntion on obscene literature passed. 

12 Mor 24 S. Jogendro Singh's resolntion for enoourogement to the Sugar lodnitry 

wos poised otter amendment and beoted opposition by Qovt. 

13 Mor 24 Sea Cnitoms k Torifl Aot amendment poised. 

18 Mor 24 Sir D« P. Borbodbikory's questions on new Legislotnre Bales. 

19 Mor 24 The Sjoth Afrloon Debate on Mr. Nateson'i motion. 

20 Mor 24 Sontb African debate oontianed. Mr. Noteeon's resolntion carried. 

24 Mar 24 Tbe reoommended Finance HiU oonsidered. 

26 Mar 24 Finance Bdl passed. 


C. P. Council— Chronicle 

15 Jan 24 Oonncil Opened by Governor 

1C Jan 24 Conndi first met lor Offleial bniineii. Offleial Bills defeated 
Kon-offiolal reiolationi passed. 

1$ Jan 24 Tbe great '<Ko*eonfldeaoe’ debate and QdVt. defeat. OonaeU odiourntd^. 
sine die. 

4 Mar 24 Bodget pieseatad. Qovt. Bills all thrown ont, / 

5 Mar 24 MoB*ofidal reiolntiona paasad against Govt. / 

c Mar 24 Snppiemontary Qsinli all tbsnwa nnt. 

8 Mar 34 Voting on Bndget Qmkk jhXi damands thrown ont eseept Mioistri’^ 
Maries wklob ^ j^jncod to Bs. 2 per annmi 1 
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JANVA»Y—M AUG U t9*4 

Hie Winter Session of the COUNCIL OF STATE commenced on 
Jan. 30^ with an attendanoo of 32 members. Before proceedings com* 
menoed the Preffident, Sir Alexander Muddiman, referred to the death of 
Sir Behram Khan who was a member of the Council and hoped it was 
the verdict of the House to send a message of condolence to the bereaved 
fsunily to which the House assented. 

Two messages were then read from the Vioeroy» one requiring the 
sttendance of the members in the Assembly Chamber next day, to hear 
the Viceroy's address (p. 115), and the other announcing the panel of 
Cbaiiman. The President next announced the names of members of the 
Committee on public petitions. 

At question time •replying to Mr. Kamndikar r^. soiiaration of 
iudicial and executive functions, Mr. Crerar said that Govt, was still 
considering the matter and refused to publish napem. Mr. Kaza Ali asketl 
if the Premier 8 book Awakening of India ' was proscribed, to w'hich 
Govt, refused to reply. 

There vras on the agenda no less than 26 interpellations, but 
Messrs. Sethna ai;d Samaldas not being present aliout a dozen of them 
wore postponed for answer to the next meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Khapaide and of Sir Mahomed Sha6, tw<i 
hills consolidating certain existing Acts were iiitrnduced. Mr, Khapanlc 
ill introducing a bill to consolidate the Taw relating to Criminal Tribes 
.said that it was intended to bnng all the present iivo measures within 
the compass of one enactment. There was one slight altemtioii in clause 1 i 
ar.d that was necessitated by the fact that since the enactment of tln> 
aiiionding Act I of 1923, individuals of a crimiiml trilie may bo res 
trieted to an area or settled in a place of residence. 

Sir Mahomed Shafi introduced a bill to consolidate the law relating to 
tolls on public roads and bridges. The Council thou ad^iourned. 

The first non-official business day of the Council of State was held 
on Feb. 4th. The first motion on the order paper w'as by Mr. Sethna for an 
enquiry into the economic condition of the people, and the second 
was by Mr. Karandikar for the immediate release of Mr. Gandhi. To 
the latter proposition there were two amendments, one of which w'as by 
Mr. Khapaide for the release of Mr. Gandhi without any comiitions if, 
in the opinion of the doctors in attendance on him, semliiig him hack 
to jail on recovery w ould be dangerous to his life. Sir Maiicckjee Dadaf^hoy 
'jho acted throughout as the non-official Government's man had tabled 
the other amei.dmeijt to the effect that Mr. Gandhi lie released 
^tibjcct to such teims or conditions as the Government may deem fit 

impose in public interest. Mr. Karar.dikar however wrrjto to the 
1 rcsidciit before the proceedings commenced that he would not move the 
resolution. The amendments thcrefoi’e automatically fell. 

Mb, Bbtbna on th* Economic Condition of Tndiamb. 

The Hoii'ble Mr. SETHNA moved for a committee w'ith a miMortty 
t*on-offioial Indians to make a full ar.d detailed survey of the 

29 
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eooDOinic conditioiiB of the people of India with spedal refmnoe to the 
agrioultural populatioii wi^ a view to finding out the aveiage annual 
noome per he^ of the populatioBi partioularly of the agmuttural popu- 
ation> and to report on measures to reduce, as far as possible, the 
existing destitution and to raise the average economic level of the 
masses. Mr. Sethna quoted the opinions of John Bright, Lord Lawrence, Sir 
William Hunter and Sir Charles Elliot among others to Chow the 
increasing poveity of the country. 

Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy mov^ an alternative proposition to the effect 
that local Governments, should be consulted in regard to the desirabil% 
of undertaking an enquiiy into the general economic conditions of the 
people in British India and whether l^ey were prepared to support the 
proposal for the appointment of a Committee and to co*opei'ate in its 
labour if appointed. 

Sir Narasimha Sarma on behalf of the Government said that far 
from there being any sign of growing poverty there were distinct indi- 
cations of improvement in the economic condition of the people ! 
This statement from Sir Narasimha amazed the members specially as 
being an Indian he was fully aware of the facts. But for the time 
being he was the mouth-piece of the Govt. 

Mr. Sethna, after a len^hy reply to the debate, accepted the 
amendment of Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy, as the thin end of the wedge 
in the matter of eiiquiiy. The resolution os amended by Sir Dadabhoy 
was canned. 

Next day Feb. 5tli. Mr. Khaparde moved for consideration of 
a Bill to consolidate the law relating to Criminal tribes. The motion 
was postponed for a loi*t-uight. 

Sir Mahomed Shafi moved for consideration of a Bill to consolidate 
laws relating to tolls on public roads and bridges. This too was iH>8t- 
poned for 2 weeks on the request of Mr. Baza Ali. 

Nobel Peace Prize to the Aga Khan ! 

Sir ManecKieo Dadabhoy then moved the following solution : — “This 
Council recommends to the GovernorGeneral in Comioil to convey to 

the Norwegian Parliament, the considered opinion of this House that His 
Highness Sir Sultan Muhammad Shah Aga Khan is the fit person for the 
Nobel Prize for peace this year in view of the strenuous, persistent and 
sucoessful offoits that His Highness has made to maintain peace between 
Turkey and the Western PoweiV'. This quw resolution was passed after 
much solemn debate during which the JMnes of such men as Gandhi, 
Curzon, Lloyd George were mentioned their protagomsts and this 

formed in all seriousness the main biu^ess of the day I 

On Feb. 6th the Council of State held a short sitting.. An 

impoitant debate was anticipated on the motkm of Mr. Sethna 
urging upon the Secretary of State for the wloniea the urgent ^ 

necessity of delaying the progress of the Kenya immigration Bill through 
the Kenya Legislature until the Committee to;^ appointed by the Govei^ 
ment of • India in pursuance of tiie resolution of the last Impe^ 
Conference regarding the position of Inditffit in the British Empire lad 
oppoitunities of examining the measure jnd discussing its psovisiona^th 
the Colonial Office. Bot imi soon as assemUed, Sir Narasimha 

Banna, member in oblige of £migra1ion^ said: *8ir, I vdsh to make au 
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I have alroiMly stated in answer 
to tte questions put to me that the Gtevemment of India have stronsly 
urged upon the Sei^etaiy of State for the Colonies* the desirahility 

of not ppoeeeding with the Konya Immigration Bill until the Com- 
mittee to be appointed made its report to us and the Colonial Office. 
The Sroretwy of State for India has now wired to forthwith appoint 
the Committee in as much as a decision has been i*eached that new 
diafts of the Bill would be prepared. I, therefore, take it that nothing 
would be done in the mat;^r of the Immigration Ordinance by the 
Colonial Office until the Committee meets in London, discusses the 
•jiiestioii and negotiates with the Colonial Office. 

On Feb. 1 Ith. Mr. ^thna moved, ‘'That if and when the work of the 
mural paintings in the buildings ac Raisina, including the Qovornment House 
and Secretariat* is taken in hand, it should ho entrusted to Indian 

jijtists and preferably to the Bombay School of Arts.’’ 

Mr. Ley, of the Industries Dept. Govt, of India, moved an amendment 

to the effect that if and when the work of mnml paintings is taken 

ill hand it should be entrusted to Indian artists if the reiiuisito type could 
)»c found in India and that the Government shouKl consider the i)os8ibility 
or utilising the services of ait students selected fiom the Schools of Arts 
already existing in India. This was only meant to shelve the question. 
Mr. Sothiia said in auger: ‘The constitution of this (‘ouiicil wiw such that 
fiot a single noii'official resolution was passed during the last 3 years 
without an amendment defeating the main ohject of the prot>osition/ 
'I'ho amendment was however passed by a majority of Govt, votes. 


On Feb. 1 2th. on the motion of Sir B. Xarasiniha .Sarnia the 
('Uiificil passed, without discussion, the Indian (’ottoii Cess Bill as already 
I Kissed by the Assembly. 

Mr. Yedamurthi then initiated the discussion on his resolution that 
tljc Now Capital Conunittoo (Delhi) bo reconstituted with ijoxi-official 
members in a majority. Govt, strongly opiKised the motion, and Sir 
Deva Prasad Sarvadbikari then toned it down and moved an amendment to 
tlic effect that the New Capital Committee bo assisted in its work by 
tho Advisory Committee of norrofficials till the work was complete. 

After fuither discussion, the resolution os amended was adopted. 

The Reciprocity Bill. 

On Feb. 1 3th. the work of the Council of State was devoted to the 
discussion of an important motion by Sir I). P. SARBHADHIKARl for 
the consideration of a Bill to regulate the entry into and residence 
•M British India of persons domicil^ in other British pussossions, This 
Bill was passed by the old I^egislative Assembly at its Simla Session in 
'hily last on the motion of Dr. H. 8. Gour. Since then there wore 
several attempts made by non-official members to bring this matter before 
the Council of State to get it passed. 

Under this Bill, known os the Reciprocity Bill, the Goveriior-Oencral- 
’^‘■Cottucil is empowered to make rules for securing that persons, not being 
*'f Indian origin, domiciled in any British possession should have no greeter 
' and privileges as regaixls entry into and residence in British India 
t mn are accorded by law and administration of such possession to perspiis 
‘*t hvdian domicile. The Governor-GeneraMn-Coundl may also provide for 
the esbsblishmeiit of suitable agents to administer the rules to provide' 
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auftftUe penaltiM lor the oontravention of snch roles aod to auliliorise the 
arreshi of any person eontraremtig any sueh rule. 

^r DeyapiiMUid/ in moting lor the consideration of the Bill, 
explained the history of ihe legislation* As an ex-Member of the 
Assembly which pas^ Dr. Gourds BiU and as one who took part in 
its pass^ Sir Devaprasad considered it a privilege to make the present 
motion in the Upper House. He quoted the resolutions passed at the 
Imperial Conference in 1918 and 1921, and pointed out that the principle 
of recipi'ocity had been established thereunder. The Assembly passed 
the Bill in July 1923*, and it was absolutely the minimum that could 
be done by India in view of the treatment meted out to Indians in 
certain parts of the British Empire. 

Though all Indian members strongly supported the Bill, Sir Maneok- 
jee Dadabhoy, as usual, moved an amendment that the "Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee for further considemtion which meant further shelving it. 


The Rt. Hon. Mr. V. S. SRINIVASA I^STRI then rose and 
delivered a very strong speech. He regretted that when the Bill 
was before the Assembly its passage was opposed by the Government. 
This fact did not encourage the speaker in the hope that the Government 
would now vote with non-officials on this matter. If the Government of 
India wore I’cally possessed of the strength of Indian feeling on this subject and 
if they wished to make themselves really understood in the Dominions, 
they would have come forward with a motion at least for reference of the 
Bill to a Select Committee. Was he (Mr. Sastri), therefore, wrong in 
inferring that the Government were quite content to lot the Bill encounter 
its fate on the shoals of discussion 1 ^oiprocity was in good and in bad 
matters. Retaliation could only be in bad matters. This Bill was a rota- 
liatory measure. Who could deny it, and he (Mr. Sastri) was prepared to 
defend this measure as one of retaliation in any court of impartied judges. 
General Smuts in 1924 himself had said: *We have recognised your 
(Indians) power to retaliate. Why dont you retaliate Y If we ill-treat 
your people, you are at liberty to ill-treat our people.” Genei-al Smuts 
should not, therefore, be dissatisfiod with any measure of retaliation. As 
regards the suggestion of the possibility of dissociating fit>m certain parts 
of the Empire, Mr. Sastri said : “^viewing the history of Indians abroad, 
one can only hang down one’s head in shame. If we, Indians, were brought 
before the bar of public opinion in the world, Indians would have to hang 
their heads in shame, that they have submitted to these things for ncjirJy 
35 years and still longed and hoped for remedy, because they did not wish 
to be thrust out of the Empire. Every Indian has paid heavSy for his 
desire to be associated with the British Empire and dearer and dearer 
prices are being exacted at every turn. To tell him fiat he would disso- 
ciate himself from the Empire by merely enacting an innocent reciprocity 
measure is to abuse the language which the Almigh^ has given us to-day. 
After unpardleled indignities, we are not seeh^ dissociation from the 
Empire. We are gmng down on our kneK before the authorities to J 
find some means of consulting our self-respect so ^at we may stSl oontinuy^ 
to be within the Umpire. It is the other parts of the Empire that thrust ur 
out and tell US continuously that we eannet digest the blsek color of the 
skin. Let me assure Sir Mantol^ee tiiat ther^ are some Dominions 
will have no compunction whatsoever* We wish the association to contiiuier 
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but « ghouW be put 00 a proper basis. In iiaasing this measure we want to 
say a?e ere DO longer the oW Government of India and the old people of 
India. S^e of the Dominions would not have oontiimously humiliat^ us 
if they did not feel oeitsin that India is not governed by Indians* but by 
British people who, even in the last resort, do nothing in the way of i^ecipro' 
city or retaliation. I do hops that the Government of India, I moan its 
Executive, will permit the wishes of the people of India to find their 
proper expression and not use the umloubted powers they have of impeding, 
distorting and misrepresenting India as in the past. This Bill must be on 
the Statute Book m a feeble belated protest against the continued mis- 
behavior of the British Cabinet and the Dominion Governments. It is still 
in the power of the Government of India under this Bill to keep it inopera- 
tive for a long time. Any defects can bo romediod by the Executive 
(government in making rules. Nobody in the world would bo more unwil- 
ling than myself to separate certain meinbors of the Army, Navy, and 
CiWl Service from us by passing this Bill ; but if it is necessary to pi-otect 
the self-respect of Indian I should not shirk from that duty much as I 
hesitate. 

Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy’s motion for the referonoc of the Bill to a 
Select Committee was lost. The resolution for the consideration of the 
Bill was passed. The Bill was then considorod clause by clause and 
l>asscd without discussion. 

On Feb, 14th the Commander- iirChi of moved that the bill to 
consolidate and amend the law relating to the administration of Canton- 
ments as passed by the Assembly be taken into coi.sideration which 
was done and the bill w'as passed. 

On Feb. 1 6th the President announced the personnel of the Advisory 
Committees. The first resolution on the agenda paper was by Mr. Sethivi 
for the amalgamation of the Imperial and Provincial branches of the Forest 
Service, as had been done in the case of the Engineering Service. 
Mr. Sethna did not move the resolution, llis explanation was that after 
diKcussing with coitain persons, he had decided to await the publication 
of the Lee Commission’s Repoit. 

Provident Fund Scheme. 

Mr. Vedamurthy then moved that a scheme for granting Provident 
Fund on the railway system or some such analogous system bo sulistituted 
iwj far as possible for existing pension system for Govorrimerit employees, 
gazetted and uon-gazetted, under the Government of India and Provincial 
Covcnimonts and administrations. 

Mr. MeWatters favoured the amendment of Mr. Khaparde on the 
agenda, tiz„ that the Government should consider the pnvcticability 
of substituting, either wWly or in a moiety or in such proportion . as 
may bo found desiralde, a scheme on a contributory fund Imsis for the 
**xisting pension system for Gtovernroent employees gazetted under the 
(fovernment of India and Provincial Department and Administrations. 

Mr. Khaparde, in moving the amendment standing as above, advised 
die Government to oonmder seriously the practicability of combtuiiig both 
^he Pension and the Provident Fund system. Mr. Vedamuithi accepted 

amendment of Mr. Khaparde. Eventually the resolution, as amended* 
was carried. 
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Uoemployment Problem. 

Mr. K. V. Bangaewsmi Ayyangar then moved tiud? the problem of unem- 
ploynlent in India be eeriouely considered and satisfactory remedial measures 
lie adopted. He said that he included among the unemployed the educated 
classes. A state of misery had been caused in India by the recommendations 
of the Inchcape Committee, and at present many of the Bombay mills had to 
be closed down, throwing a large number of milbhands out of work. The youth 
of the Nation, with infinite capacity for manual and brain work, did not find 
its market value for even a living scale. The Labor Department must 
find the exact number of unemploy^ and exert itself to solve the problem 
by eliminating the causes. The lakhs of men thrown out of 
employment by the Inchcape Committee nmst be given first preferonce 
when vacancies under Government or the Railways were to be filled up. 

Further discussion on this resolution was postponed* till the next 
meeting on the 20th. 

On Feb. 20th after some questions and answers regarding the Forest 
Department the adjourned debate on the resolutidh of Mr. Ayyangar on 
unemployinort was taken up. Sir Deva Prasad moved an amendment 
for adding the following at the end of the resolution : “ in conjunction 
and consultation with the local governments concerned.” Both the resohr 
lion and the amendment were however negatived by a majority. 

Lala Sukhbir Singha then moved : ** This Council recommends to the 
Govornor-Gcneral in Council that, in view of the gi*6at public utility and 
beneficence of the Child Welfare movement started by Her Excellency 
the Countess of Reading, he may bo pleased to take steps to secure for it 
gonerouB financial help from Imperial Funds.’’ This together with an amend* 
incnt moved Sir Deva Prosad as regards better milk supply was negatived. 

On Feb. 2 1 at. considerable time was given on the question put 
by the President to the members to ascertain the wish of the House 
ns regards taking a group photo and hanging a painting of l,ord Beading. 
After a satisfactory solution of this august question, the Criminal Trilics 
Law Consolidation Bill was taken into consideration and passed. 

Next came the bill to consolidate the law relating to tolls on 
public roads and bridges which was also passed. 

On Feb. 25th, the Council of State’s meeting was meant for an important 
discussion for the expansion of the Constitutional Reforms. Sir Devaprasad 
Sarvadhikari had tabled a resolution for a Committee of officials and non- 
officials to suggest measures of Reform under the Government of India 
Act. To this resolution there was an amendment on the Order pai>er 
by' Mr. Karandikar that the resolution be adopted without prqjudice to 
the Assembly’s resolution passed on the I8th. Sir Devaprasad ftiited that 
l^e had decided not to move the resolution in the Couneik ^ State in 
view of the announcement expected to be made in the HoOse of Lords 
ly Lord Olivier tho next day. 

On Feb, 29th, at question time, replying to the Rt. Hon. V. S. Sriniva»i 
Hasitri on the functions and scope of the Government ^ IndW^ 
which would shortly proceed to London on the Ke00'iBaAr, it was stated . 
that the Committee would oonhv directly^iiwith tiie GolonW Office./ 
This would be a departure made in the cemititutiQnal .stat^ Ii^^ 
The Committee wxuld not, at pi-esent, be instructed to deal with 9m 
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besidefi that of Indian) in Kenya. Whether the Committee would 
be i08trttoted to proc^ to Konya or not wa) a matter which would 
be »n0*de»d if the Committee so desired. The Committee would be 
designated the Colonies Committee. Mr. G. A. Natosan askeil whether 
the word Colonies included the Dominions besides the Crown Colonies, 
and it ao, wheliier the Committee could not be better designate as 
the Dominions Committee. 

Sir Narasimha Sarma pointed out that the word “ Colonies " was 
wide enough, and included not only the Crown Colonies but also the 
Dominions. Sir Devaprasad Sarvadhikari .asked whether the instniotious to Im 
given to the Committee wo\ild be m^de public* and whether the Legis* 
laturo would be in any way consulted. 

Sir Narasimha Sarm I'eplied that there was at present no jiifcen- 
tiou of making the instmctions public* but the Govoriimoiit would 
certainly consider the desirability of doing so. 

The Financial statement was presented by Mr. MeWattors. 

On March 5th, the Council of State devoted its attention to the discus- 
sioii of Sardar Jogeudra Singh s resolution for a fresh survey of irrigation 
|H)3sibilitiea both from rivers and wells in the light of scientific ad- 
vance and for framing a programme p:trticularly providing for the 
organisation of power lift-irrigation from wells. Sardar Jogondra Singh, 
ill moving his resolution* quoted his statistics to show that there wore 
li million square miles available for irrigation and agriculture but which 
were not brought under cultivation because of want of provision of 
water. According to Sir Gangaram* the average annual production of 
food supply was 81 million tons* while the annual requirement in India 
for a population of 319 millions was 79 million tons. Thus it would 

be seen that there was only a narrow mai'giii of 2 million tons. If 

there was to be famine in any one year, then what was to happen I 

The whole of India would have to starve. 

Mr. Ley, Industries Secretary, opfiosed the resolution on liehalf of the 
tiovernment pointing out that there was no necessity fer an crupiiry at 
present. Sir Narasimha Sarma detailed the efforts of the Government and 
iwlvised the mover to withdraw his resolution, as no useful 
would be served by a comprehensive enriuiry at present throughout India. 

The resolution was put to vote and carried, the Government Members 
^ tying “ No ” but not claiming a division. 

On March 6th three official bills, passed by the Legislative Assombly^ 
were placed for coiisidei*ation by the Council of State. The first was moved 
by the Finance Secretary (Mr. MoWatfcers) for the consideration of the 
Indian Coinage Act Am3ndmout Bill giving power to the Government 
to call in coins of whatever date or denomination and to declare that 
from a specified date such coins should cease to bo legal tender. 

Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy moved an amerKlment to the effei^ that 
the minimum period of six months provided in the Bill for making the 
coins in questions to be legal tender within that time should bo extended 
to the minimum of twelve months, because it was his oonvi<^ion that 
otherwise there would ba haidship felt by people, especially in villages. 

The amendment was carried and the Bill as amended was passed. 

Mr. Mo Watters then moved for the oonsidemtion of the Bill providing 
for the oonstitation of a Central Board of Kevonue and conferring 
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powers, and impoeiiig d^i^ee on i^s Board. This meaeure waa» said tke 
Vunanoe Seeretai^f ilie resuH of the recommendation of the Betrenohment 
Comndttee* It would eyentnally be in charge of CuetomSf Salti Exciee 
and l^mpe. At present what was wanted was statntoiy power to 
appoint a Central Board. The Bill was passed without discussion. 

Age of Minor Oirls 

Mr. Crerar moved for the consideration of a Bill to amend the 
Penal Code for fixing the age of minor girls at 18 instead of 16 in 
seotions 372 and 373*. 

On March 7th the Council of State met five minutes earlier than the 
usual time. The meeting was devoted to a general discussion of the Budget. 
As the Assembly had a holiday^ some members belonging to that House were 
present in the galleries. Half an hour before the proceedings commenced 
a group photo was taken of the President and Members of the Council. 
Interest in this day s proceedings was roused not only because of the Budget 
discussion) but also ^cause of the fact that the announcement had just then 
been made of the appointment of the President* Sir Alexander Muddiman, as 
Home Member in succession to Sir Malcolm Hailey. After question time, 
therefore* eloquent tributes were paid by members from all sides of tbe 
House to Sir Alexander Muddiman. The speech of Mr. Sastri expressed 
the real feeling* namely* that the nomination of Sir Alexander Muddiman 
had come as a surprise. Indeed no body had heard Sir Alexanders 
name mentioned in that connection and no one would have believefi 
that Sir Alexander would have liked to change his comfortable ui. 
exacting and dignified position as President of the Elders for th^ 
Home Membership. 

The Budget Debate. 

The inauguration of the Budget debate fell to Sir Umar Hayat Khan 
who never said a word about the Budget and assumed the role of arbitei 
of India's destiny and declared that his community wanted a Baj and not 
Hindu B^. This was all iiTelevaut and the President had to bring 
Sir Umar Hayat Khan to his seat. It was however relieving to find 
that Mr. Natesan and Sir Devaprasad Sarabadhikan attacked the Budget 
though Sir Dinshaw Wacha blamed the people of India for bringing about 
disorder and thereby making reduction in the Military Budget difficult. 
Mr. Se^a and Mr. Baza Ali however pointed out that peaceful conditions 
ahould ibw result in cutting down Army* but the Commander-in-Chiof who 
had recently developed a very diplomatic way of couching his spe^hes in 
a tone of sweet reasonableness expressed profuse sympathies with aspirations 
of IndiaMi for Indianuation and this wordy sympathy satisfied the House. 
It was surprising that no member contradicted the CcfmtitonderimChiei 
that Indianisation would mean more cost. It was true tiiat to establish 
militaiy schools and a Sandhurst would involve outlay but this would be 
fifty times counterbalanced by the dislandment of British Troops for 
internal security* thereby saving 7j orores. 

Mr. Natesan strongly oriticised making remission in ProvineW- 
rontributioDs on salt tax. |fe recalled the history of the salt tax ai^ 
the feeling in India about it and remarked Aat the -salt tax 
revert to the old level of Bs^ 1-4. He siM^Lord Oliviers explana^* 
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his obsenririaons on salt tax (p. 291 ) only proved oneo agaiu how stronx 
thf India was that evon the Secretary of »State v as 

oomp^ed not to speak the tmth. He next narrated what he described 
as a tale of woe of his province and asked, was:, it because Marinui was 
far away that her cry was not heardi All departments, both reserved 
and transferred, were suffering from lack of funds and although a new 
University Act had teen passed, there was no money to spend on odu- 
rotion. It was surprising that money was available to be sunk in new 
l>elhi and in the back bay of Bombay, but not available for really nation- 
building activities. He urged reduction in Military expenditure and pointed 
ont in support of his argument that even during war half of the troops 
in India had gone ^ out, half were in India and were oonsiderod adequate 
for defence of India. Was more army required in Peace time?, he asked. 
He particularly urged the Indianisatioii of the army and this question 
awaited urgent settlement at the hands of far-sighted statesman and not 
mere soldiers. Indianisation of railways which w»is the other big spending 
department was equally* iuoumteiit. 

Mr PHEHOZE SETHNA said that the Finance Member helped by the 
inoheape cuts wa^ doing his test to straighten out the fiuaiicial tangle which 
threatened to choke the solvency of India, but without the windfall the 
sniqilus would have given place to a deficit. 

Sir Basil Blackett corrected Mr. Sethiia by i>oiiitiitg out that the 
windfall had nothing to do with the surplus and had not lieeu taken 
into account for the next year. 

Continuing, Mr. Sethna pointed out that estimates of Goverimieiit iti 
recent past had teen falsified and this Imdget also was optimistic, tx^iti- 
ntlarly in respect of Customs receipt. Ho said 40 crores instead of 45 
ctorea would have been near the mark. He thought Government had 
included in the estimates higher income from impoited iron and steel 
uiticles as a result of protection of Tata’s works. He ho(K^d Govern- 
ment would immediately announce their acceptance of protection. He gave 
instances of how silk was imported through Indian States where it was 
under- valued thereby giving loss in duty. Similarly, in respect of matches, 
devices were being adopted to get materials and make them in Bonitey 
thereby evading duty. He said that docliuoin returns from Itailway. Post Office. 
Telegraph rate and Sait tax was due to the working of the Uw of 
diminishing returns. Proceeding, he objected to taking exchange rate at 
l.'ih. 44d. Ho urged that it should be taken at Ish. 4d. Ho pointed out 
that the time of the year when Governinetit had ma<lo heavy remittance 
roificided with the busiest season when money was most needed. 

Mr. LALLUBHAI SAMALDAS speakiug on the budget urged for the 
rctluctioii of salt tax and reduction of Military expeiidititre. Keferriiig 
to aalt tax Mr. Sania ldas asked how the news of increase of salt tax 
^^t year leaked out early and whether any enquiry was made and with 
what result. He extra 36 lakhs was used up in two months of March 
ai'.d April and the issues thereafter w^ere lower, not because trsdora 
reduced their stock, but because of reduction in consumption. The state* 
ment made by traders could not bo relied upon until they were examined 
*** the preeenoe of the members of the Council. Mr. Somaldsa 
J^eforrod to Sir Bteil Blackett s e.x|daijation of terd Olivier s speech on 

tax and quoted the views of Mr. Bamsay Maodonaldi who 
30 
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too in hifl book on Qovornment of India had ooudomned the sHt 
tax in no unequivocal terms. Salt tax> he had Baid> was an exaction 
and oppression and if people understood, it would only breed dis^ 
content. It was a survival of the general exploitation of India’s 
poverty by the proiitmakiog Company. He further quoted Mr. Ramsay Mac* 
Donald and urged the Gk>verfjment to widen the scope of the proposed 
taxation enquiry so that the constant rancour between official and non* 
•official benches might to a certain extent be set at rest. Gk)veniment should 
also consider the necessity of helping various provincial co*operative banks 
to understand the work of debt redemption of agriculturists. They 
should also start an industrial Bank for helping Industries in India or 
they must asjf; the Imperial Bank to do it. 

Referring to Army expenditure, Mr. liallubhai Samaldas suggested the 
j-eduction of transport charges under various heads and said that it was 
possible by this means to save about sixty lakhs. Concluding the speaker 
agreed with the Commanderin-Chief that Indianiaatioii of the Military 
service was possible only through education and appealed to H. E. the 
Viceroy to provide facilities therefor. 

Sir Maneclgi Dadabhoy congratulated the Finance member on his skilful 
handling of India’s finances. He described the budget as a document of 
exceptional importance showing great statesmanship. 

Sir D. P. SARBADHIKARI said that the ComroanderiirChief had point- 
ed out in the other House that fighting troops could not be reduced ; he there* 
fore urged that reduction in anxiliary and other services should be carried out. 
He wanted proper adjustment of capitation charges and Indiaiiisation of 
army. Whose fault was it that educational institutions for this purpose 
were not to be found in the country ? If the speaker had bis way he would 
abolish all Arts colleges and schools and start colleges with military course 
of training. He therefore pressed for the establishment of many more 
colleges on Dehra Dun model and cheapening of cost of education in them. 
In this connection be suggested an advisory committee tp help the Com- 
manderiiK'hief. He deplored the absence of any provision for nation* 
building departments. 

Sir Basil Blackett There is li crores for the provinces (laughter). 

Sir Devaprasad replied that the Finance Member ought to l^ave known 
that the Assembly would never agree to the salt tax at Rs. 2. 

Sir Dinshaw WACHA deplored that politics and finanops were mixed 
together. His views alx)ut military expenditure were weH kncwii. But 
while urging reduction in military expenditure he felt Hiat Indians were 
not making the task of the authorities easy by bringing about disorders. As 
for Hie budget he asked tbe whole country to welcome it not merely because 
it was balanced but because the Finance Member witir his real knowledge 
•of finances had introduced a new departure into the financial system of 
India. As for the surplus he said there was no real sulr^lus so long as national 
debt was there. He hoped the Oovernment would r^uee the salt tax to 
Rs. 1*4. He wished Government had not gone a^inst popular voice. 
He further said : ** I am a free trader and I say protection will be the ruin of^ 
this country. I do not oppose some protection to steel or sugar industiy for 
ten or fifteen years but they must soon stand on their legs. You require 
Industrial brains. I am an old man* I may die tomorrow, but remember 
my words that proteetion will be Hie ruin of Hiis country.” 



*«»4} BUDGET DISCUSSION 

Sig^ Hon’ble ^ S. •nad« a short speech with 

piMc^lar referonoe to Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy g ai^iimcnt*. Mr. Saatri 
ftaid that salt tax was an emergency tax and if the emargeticy of dehcit 
wae gone the tax must be removed. Now that there was no deficit but surnhis 
he saw no reason why the tax should not be reduced to the old level 
His Excellency the Commander-in*Chief then addressed the Hoiise 
and thanked the Council for having spared him from that free 
criticism to which he was subjected last year. Ho specially 

thanked Sir Dinshaw Wacha for having refrained from l)olabouriiig him 
ill the way he had done on previous occasions. Much had been said about 
the growing military expenditUFCg but during the last few yeai’s it had 
lieeu shrinking. He said : " 1 hope the maximum has boon reached and 
that in future year we may see reduced grants in the Budget (applause). 
On the one haul 1 am doing all that is possible to reihico exi>eiiditure. 
hut on the other I am forced to provide nioticy for liuUanisatioii by 
establishing more schools. There is indeed some difiicnilty in reooiicil 
ing the one with the other. I shall make it my business to consider the 
useful suggestions of Sir Devaprasad with a view to economy. 

It must be remembered, H. E. said further, that sixty crores of 
military' expenditure was only 28 per cent of the total I'evenuos of India 
and nine croros of this sixty cixires were used for pensions and two 
Cl ores for Boyal Air force and Indian Marine. Keferring to the problem 
(»f development of territorial army, ho said he was doing his t>est 
to find a solution and he would lie only too glad to welcome iioir 
ofiicial help in the matter and hoiied they would eventually evolve a 
natisfactory programme. ^ 

Seveml speakers then followe<l. Major Akbar Khan dissociated hinr 
self from the view expressed by Colonel Sir ITmar Hayat Khan in 
favour ^ forward iiolicy on the frontier. Speaking with life long study 
Jii-d experience of the frontier he said the policy favoured hy a 
inajority of frontier men was the close border policy. Mr. Jogendra Singh 
urged claims of agriculture for facilities in respect of credit. Mr. Ka/a 
Ali confined his remarks to military exponditiii*e. He thanked the Com- 
ma nder-iirChief for sympathetic assurances though these did not go far 
enough. 


Sir Basil Blackett in replying to .the discussion said that the report, 
of the TaiilT Board had just been received by the Governmeiit. He 
that remittances to Ixiiidoii had helped the issue of emergency 
currency and had avoided external loan for the next year. He felt 
that even if the law had permitted the issue of currency lieyond 12 
cuircK the Imperial Bank would not have been able to do so in practice. 
There was stringency in the money market at this time every year duo 
payment for crops, far as he could find the reason for special 
stringency this year was high price of cotton. He api»eated to th« 
House to sanction the Tax at Rs. 2. 

This closed the general discussion of the Budget. The Couivcil 
then adiourned till the 10th March. 
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IndkDf in Keny*. 

On March 1 0th three non-offieial resolntioDs were disousied in 
the Counoil of State. The first on the order paper was by Mr. Nateeaii, 
recommending to the Govemment that as soon as practicable they diould 
cause to be published the brief of instructions to the Gommittee which 
will confer with the Colonial Office on Kenya* on the Immigration Bill 
and other matters concerning Indians in the Colony* and the materials 
vlaoed at their disposal in so far as they have been published already. 
The same resolution appeared also in the names of the Right Hou. 
Mr. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri and Mr. Sethna. 

Mr. NATKSAN requested the President under Standing Orders to allow 
Mr. Sastn to move the resolution as it was the general sense of the 
House that one who had made a deep study of the Colonial question 
should move it. Sir Narasimha Sarma had no objection to Mr. Saetri moving 
the resolution. 

'Thereupon Mr. SASTKl moved the resolution. He wanted to know the 
status and functions of the Colonial Committee, the date of whose departure 
for England to discuss with the Colonial Office had been fixed very early. 
The Council should send its good wishes to the Committee whose high 
sense of patriotism and fearless advocacy* he hoped* would bring triumph 
to the Indian cause. There was an uneasy oonsoiousness in the public 
mind that the Kenya Mission last year was almost a complete failuro. 
The Government* on the other hand* believed that the results of the Mission 
were a substantial gain* but in Mr. Sastri s opinion those gains were 
of doubtful and equivocal character. 

When the Konya decision^ was announced by the British Cabinet, 
the Government of India submitted to it under protest* but even this 
protest bad since been withdrawn or modified. It meant that those 
priests who presided over the constitutional rituals in England • would 
not allow the innocent word 'protest' to remain in the vooabulary of 
a subordinate Government even when this subordinate Government wob 
employed in the task of protecting the inherent lights of the colored 
subjects of His Majesty, liord Peel, when he was the Secretary of State, 
had, accoiding to Mr. Andrews, entered into a secret compact with the 
Colonial Ofiioe and stated that so long os he remained in office, he 
ivould not raise the question of allowing Indians free and unrestricted 
rights of sale and purchase of Imids in the Highlands. If that was 
correct, then it was a sorious siurendor of the position on the pait ot 
the Government of India. The Government of India should have pub^ 
lished all the available information on this matter and armed themselves 
with public opinion and repudiated Lord PeeTs surrender. 

Referring to I^rd Readings opening speech in which His ExceUenry 
had approvingly meutioDed about adult suffrage, Mr. SaiAri said that the 
grant of adult suffrage and the enactment of a stailiiifis practically meant 
the closing of the door, so far as Indians were eoneern^ to a common 
olectord roll. Indians did not ask for adult Suffrage but common 
electoral rolls, but the White settlers had refused this to Indiand on the 
express ground that they were inferiors. The White settlers had alwayl 
the Government of the country bdiind them. Indeed the White setders 
required no representation in the Kenya Legislature. What In<^us 
wanted was equal representation in the i^aee of the present position 
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whip » minority of Kurop^ns had a ma^jority of iiou*o»cial elomaiit, 
ludiilili ware in fact an^tied to something more than equality* If there 
shoaUi ba tari:ricti<m as regards Immigratioti, let it lie based on numerical 
gtrang^ as in the United States and let it not be guided by the personal 
oaprio0 of the Protector of Immigrants. 

The Colonic Committee should now l>o asked to laise the whole 
4|uestiou of immigration into Kenya and not merely nmke modifications 
here and there. The object of the Committee should bo not so much 
the immediate benefit of Kenya Indians as the preservation of the homir 
and self-respect of India. In the name of India> he ventured to repudiate 
the slave mentality in dealing with the question (hear, hear). Kenya 

Indians do not want that India should surrender her cause lor the 

smallest concession that may be won from the reluctant British Cabinet 
They want India to put up the fight, unmindful of the harm that 
might come.'’ 

Sir NARASIMHA SAKMA. replying on behalf of Government, said 
that they had nothing to conceal fium the public and if they had not. 
published any correspondence it w«is hocauso in public interests coir 
sidered undesirable to do so. The Colonies Committee would liowever 
}»e given all the neoessary papers and it wotild be coin potent to deal 
witi) all questions raised by the Kenya White paper. As for the status 
of tlm Committee. Sir Narasimha Sarnia said that it was a Government 
of India Committee, responsible to the Goveriiment of India and taking 
instructions from the Government of India. The Secrotaiy of State 

would only assist the Committee in Kiiglqnd and not interfere with iU 

work. There was nothing to prevent the Committee from expressing 
their views directly to the Government of India. (Hear, hear). The 
(^veriiment of India held that it was undesimblo that there should bo 
any restriction in emigi'ation from one pait of the Empire to another 
CYcliidiug Self-(}oYcrning Dominions. The Government of India did not 
toce that any case had been made out for restriction being imiioscd on 
i'iniigration to Kenya. It was for tho Colonial Office ami the (u)oiiios 

Committee to consider the proVilem. Tho Govonimcnt of India saw no 

neod for further instnictions. Assuming that a case had been made 
out in favor of restriction then the extent of restriction was a matter 
for discussion. As regards franchise, »Sir Narasimha Sarma said that tho 
<»overnmeiit always stood for a common electoral roll. The Committee 
was free to discuss the question and secure, if possible, common electoral 
franchise for the Indian community resident in Konya but the Govenimciit 
'f India could not object to Kenya Indians receiving adult suffrage. 

Gn the question of the Highlands also tho Committee was free 

fo negotiate with the Colonial Office if they thought that time was favourable. 
Moreover, the Government of India had asked the Committee to try f >r 
<:ommon eleotoral franchise lor the Municipalities. They h?id full confidence 
in the Committee and would look Indies honor and status even more 
than the immediate benefit of the Kenya Indians. They did not countenance 
fust class and second class citizenship. They stood for equality, f^n- 
*'ludiiig Sir Narasimha Sarma said that the Government hoped to utilise 
Colomes Committee to deal with some outstanding questions regarding 
f^iii, but he hoped to make a statement later oii the subjeot- 
^ On this osauranee Mr. Sastri withdrew bis resolution. 
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League of Nations. 

After Mr. 8 <istri had withdrawn hie resolution, Mr. SETHNA moved that 
an Indian, suitable in rank and qualifications, should be the leader of the 
delegation representing India at the session of the Assembly of the League 
of Nations to be held in September this year. He said tbt the proper 
course would be for a representative to be elected by the legislature. This 
was not posssible to-day Ijecause the delegates were supposed to express 
not their own views but the views of the Govt, as at present constituted. 
Even then, he suggested that the legislature should elect a dozen men 
to form a panel out of which the Govt, might select any persons they 
liked whose views ooiiicided w*ith their own. 

Sir Muhammad Shaft said that Govt, would take into consideration 
the proposals embodied in the resolution at the time of the next appointment. 

On March llth the Council bad a short sitting. *Mr. RAZA ALl 
wanted to know what had happened to the Tolls Bill passed by the House 
which the Assembly had rcjeoted. The President said that no message 
on the matter had l>een received. Reference * was then made to the 
death of Mr. G. M. Bhargri, and a mesf^e of condolence was sent. 
On the motion of Sir Muhammad Shaft, the Bill amending certain enactments 
and replacing certain other enactments, as passed by the Legislative 
Assembly was then passed without discussion. 

Mr. Crerar then moved a resolution similar to the one passed in 
the Assembly in the following terms: "'This Council recommends to the 
Governor-General in Council that India do ratify the International 
Convention for the supression of the circulation of obscene publications, 
dated the 12th day of September 1923, which was drafted by the 
International Conference which met at Geneva under tbe auspices of 
the liOague of Nations on the Blst August, 1923, that in the legislation 
to be introduced in the Indian Legislature in accordance with the provisions 
<if the Convention it should be made an aggravation of the offenre 
of the offer, delivery, sale or distribution of olisceno matters or things, 
if such is made to persons of either sex below a cei'tain age.'’ 

The motion was alopted. 

(>n March 12th a message was read tjbkt the Assembly had negatived 
the Tolls bill. On this Mr. Baza Ali wanted to know the procedure 
the Upiier HoUse should adopt. Sir Muhammad Shaft explainii^ the law 
said that the bill was dead the moment the other House refused to take 
it into consideration. There was only one way out of it, Uud) is, to bring 
ill a new bill. 

Sirdar Jogondra Singh’s resolution moved on thp^;^-tOth' that proper 
encouragement bo given to the Sugar Industry in Iwa by providiri^ 
fields for Sugar-cane production was next taken glib consideration. Govt, 
opi^used the motion on the usual ground of lack of fttiids, but was sympathetic 
if a Sugar Committeee was asked for, as was always prepared to 

spend money on committees rather than o^#liiy industry of the country 
There was a heated debate over the matt^ Mr. Sothna wanted Be. |0 
lakhs every year for 3 years. Mr. Na|jli^n wanted only additional 
for the extension cif research on thj^T subject, as this was the iMpM 
approach to what Govt, had in Mr. Natesan s motion was 

The two other lesolutions on /Ihe agenda were one by Mr. J|gendr:i 
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Stn(^ ic>r the deletion of the ratio of two ehillioga to u rupee from 
etatiite book* and the other by Sir Devaprasad Sarb^hikart for transfer 
to Oofemors in the Provinces acting with the Ministers of idl transfer- 
red attbjects with the exception of law and order» police, administmtioa 
uf juiftice and European and Anglodiidiaii education* 

The authors of both these motions intimated that they did not 
desire to move them and the Council then odiourned till tlie next day. 

Sea Customs and Tariff Act Amended. 

On March 13tk Mr. Chadwick, Cbnuneree Secreta«'y, moved for the 
ooiisideration of the Bill to amend the Sea Customs Act in order to give effect 
to the recommendation of the Fiscal Commission, that in the interests of 
Indian industries, Customs duties should be generally leviable on goods 
belonging to the Governnient, and the Bill should come into force on 
iHt April. The Bill was passed without discussion. 

Similarly, the Coungl p^issed a Bill to amend the Tariff Act enabling 
the Giwernment to levy Customs duties on articles impoitod or ex|M)i'ted 
by land from or to any territory outside British India. 

On March 18th Sir Devaprasad Sarbadhikari asked a series of questions 
relating to the new legislative rules published in the Oaz 0 tte of the 15th. 
These questions were more or less the same as those put by Mr. A. 
Kangaswami Iyengar in the Assembly the previous day and to which 
answers a ere given by Sir Henry Moiicrief*Smith (seep. 209). 

The Secretary then atiuounced that the GovernorUeneral had given 
his assent to the Cotton Cess Amendment Act, the CaDtonment Act, 
the Immigration into India Act, the Central Board of Ke venue Act and 
the Indian Penal Co<ie Amendment Act. 

The Hon. Mr. Ley then moved reoammending to the Governor- 
( tenei'al'iii'Counoil that he should not ratify the draft Convention oonceniitig 
the use of White I^ead painting adopt^ by the third session of the 
International l^abor Conference hold at Geneva in 192 L It was adopted. 

On March 19th when the Council reassembled a message was read from 
the Governor General that as the Assembly had refused leave to introduce 
the Finance Bill in the recommended form the previous day, he had 
under powers given to him under the Reforms Act certiH^ the bill 
as essential and recommended to the Council of State to pass the Bill. 
It was to be taken up on the 24th March* 

Indians in South Africa. 

Mr. G. A. NATESAK then moved that the Government should take 
<'ttective steps to prevent the repeated attempts of the Union Government 
South Africa to impose restrictions and disabilities on the [ndmu 
*‘ommunity, similar to those embodied in the Class Areas Bill, os the 
l>ro|)08ed measure coustitutes a violation of the Smuts-Gandhi agreonient 
1914, and would damage Indian interests irretrievably, besides 
^endangering the solidarity of the Empire. 

B. N. Sarma trotted out the usual platitudes on behalf of Govt. 

'Ve in India/* he said complacently, "would do nothing but appeal 

tf) the generous institioto of the European community. no speeches 

should be made hero exhibiting feelings antagonistic to the securing of 
.iusticc and fairplay’* ! 
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The Rt. Hon. V;S/SRINIVASA SASTRI inrappoitilMJtbe^^^ 
inade a strongly-woi^ed speech. He said that Sir Narasiihha Saiina 
has ashed them here not to show bitteniess of feeling towiwds fte 
South African OoTemment and that the Government of India was doing 
its best with the support of His MiQesty s Government. ^ What had 
His Majesty's Government done except to put in a mild word of 
remonstrance here and there at the unreasonable way of the South 
African democracy^ as Sir Narasimha Sarma called it, but which 
actually was the rarrowest oligarchy going in the world? The British 
Govertiment, having ittelf been , a party to the violation of the spirit 
of the Resolution of 1921 in regard to Kenya, was now appeiding 
to the good sense of the South African oligarchy, and the appeal 
was therefore bound to fall miserably flat. The British Goyemmeiit 
had also permitted the Goveniment of the mandated territory of 
Tanganyika to discriminate against Indians, and yet Sir Narasimha Sanaa 
scowled at their showing bitterness of feeling. Sir Narasimha^ Sarma, 
echoing with the new-born enthusiasm derived ftt>m Mrs. Sarcjini Naidu, 
had asked Indians to believe that the heart of South Africa was still 
sound, but Mrs. Naidu had taken care to say that while the moral 
lieait of South Africa seemed to be sound, the political heart of South 
Africa was conupt to the core. Sir Narasimha l^rma was still hoping 
to get round Gen. Smuts. Sir Narasimha did not know Gen. Smuti?, 
for ill T911, 1914, 1917, and again in 1918, Gen. Smuts had promised 
that nothing would be done to damage the influence of Indians domi- 
ciled in ‘South Africa, but these promises had been scattered to the 
wiuds. So long a.s the Government of India believed in the use of 
old methods of reinonstranco and diplomatic representations and digni- 
fied' protests, they would only meet with bitter disappointment. The 
influence of Gon. Smuts was spreading to other Colonies, and the 
Government of India must protect the Indians in those Colonies from 
Boer views. The problem in South Africa was beset with so many 
fiifiioulties that the weapons used hitherto, and to which Sir Nmrasimha 
Sarma clung with such pathetic simplicity, would not do. Sir Umar 
Hayat Khan had suggested that some effective means must be found. 
“ I know be cannot use his bullet, which he once recommended in 
this Council. (Laughter). I have come to the conclusion that there 
inight be some awakening of British consciousness, some awakening of a 
deoppr sense of lesponsibility in tbe British Nation. If on some occa- 
sion in the future the GovernorGeneral in Council should say to the 
listening vrorld that it is impossible for them as representatives of His 
Majesty’s Government, if even his Dominions were unable to protect 
the just rights of the Indian subjects of His Majesty, when a state- 
ment of that kind could be made, the Governor-General and his Couii- 
eiliors of the day should resign their offices, because they could not 
protect their subjects from the insults of another class of His Maicstys 
liubjects. When that step is tidsen, 1 think something wUl be done 
which will touch the consoipusness of the British Nation. Until wme- 
thing In the nature of a ;i^litical explosion takes place and crisis is 
reached, the British Nation wiU remain deaf and bliwL I have not 
nsked anybody to resign now. B^ween the extreme limit of the he^ 
ging line wo have taken and the beginning of the biiflet line, wi*® ^ 
n large margin of high-minded and raponsible statesmanship* which ^ 
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la aiid we hope that God willing, the iutereats oi 

l^i^io will Blitt be fbaintaiued while we are traversing that 

;After Mr. Saetri Sir Maneohjee rose and expressed his horror of 
sis^h leoee statementB and d^rodive oritjoisms as Mr. ^tri*s. 
Siieh expreflaioDB were a positive dirservioe to ike Empire. This dis-service 
tm however repeated by other Indian membera of the House, and 
})efore the diseusaioti conoluded the House adliouriied till the next day. 

Next day, March 20th, the debate on South Africa was resumed. 

Mr. BAZA ALT referred to the speech of Hr. Sastri and said tihat that 
speech gave a correct expression to the public feeling in the matter. No 
saiie-ininded person, r.ot even a Moderate of Moderates, should take any 
objection to the view of Mr. Sastri that the Government of India must 
resign if a stage arrived when they could not protect Indians from 
insults offered by another class of His Maiesty s subjects. Sir Maneckjee 
Dadabhoy was, therefore, showing signs of nervousness when ho deprecated 
Mr. Sastri's suggestioif. Mr. Baza AH referred to the Colonies Com' 

mittee and its composition. He asked why, when the Govenimeiit of 

India had taken the services of an English oiBoiai like Sir Bergamivi 
Robertson, they had omitted to take some noirofficial Indians who had 
lieen in close touch with »Soutb Africans. 

Sir MUHAMMAD SHAFl said that he did not believe that Mr. Sastri s 
expression of opinion represented even the Madras spirit. At any rate,, 
it did not repi-esent the Punjab spirit. Assuming, for arguments sake, 
that the Government oi India had failed to make an effective impression 
in order to achieve the desired object, did it follow, he asked, that the 
Viceroy and the Menil>ers of the Executive Council, who are trustees of 
of Indian interests, should throw down their arms in a mood of pacifism 
and despairY '' I, for one, am not going to resign, simply because, in the 

imagination of some ti^ople, the Government failed in ther effcHs. 1 

regard it as my duty and the duty of the Government of India, even if 
there is a failure, that we should proceed in our advocacy and make renewed 
efforts in order to bring relief to our countrymen ; and have wo failed 
miserably, as it is stated? The very fact of the appointment of the 
Colonies Committee, which will have the right to negotiate directly with 
the Colonial Office and will receive instructions from the Goverument of 
India, is a great gain. The Committee will achieve, if not all the success 
we desire, at least reasonable success, and bring relief to our couiitymeii. 
So, pacifism will not do. It is optimism which is the soul of political 
strength, and 1 am one of those who believe that, where one’s cause is 
just and righteous, there is ho ground whatever to be dowrrheaitcd. 
The cause of truth and righteousness must triumph in the end.” 

Sir NABASIMHA SABMA in summing up the debate made a 
»oiig speech in vintBcation of the Goveniment’s position. Ho emphasisoci 
that the Government of India had not followed a mendicant polugr and would 
not pursue a mendicant policy in respect of any Government, much less in 
respect of tiiat of South Africa. His Majesty’s Government wore perfectly 
in accord with the policy enunciated by the Government of India in regard 
to »Soath Africa. This fact was testified to by the speech of Iiord Peel 
^ho staled at the Impeiial Conference that as the Government of India 
appreciated the difficulties of the Houth African Govenirnent, the latter 
fil 
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mxuA also retaiu a vivid eouaciousness of the difficoltieg of .tha Governmaiit; 
of Indiai and General Smuts could not have paid a greater oompliment to 
the Government of India than that it had adopted an intransigent attitude. 
The Government of India* Sir Naraaimha Sanaa aaBured, had not deviated 
one inoh from the policy of protecting His Majesty’s Indian sulgeetB. What- 
ever might be the position at present in South Africa or elsewherci India 
must remember that the odnstitution of the Imperial Commonwealth was 
of so fluid a cbaiacter that she must take into account the difficulties of 
His Majesty’s Government in successfully intervening in a matter of this 
kind. The Union Government could not be absolved frcwi the blame 
attaching to it by depaiture from the spirit of ihe promise made in 1914 
iind from the policy pursued by His Miueaty s Government when .Self- 
Government was conferred upon South Africa. As regards the suggestion 
of repatriation of Indians* Sir Narasimha Sarma did not want to say 
anything which would only encourage the Union Government to drive thn 
Indians out. But if any Indian wanted voluntary repatriation it was the 
duty of the Government of India to make the co;idittons of repatriation as 
comfoiiable as possible. As regards Mr. Sastri’s suggestion that the Govern 
nient of India must resign in the event of an adverse decision on the Claims 
Areas Bill* Sir Narasimha Sarma said: ’'I am not surprised at it. I iuu 
not giieved either. Speaking personally, when the Kenya decision was 
announced* I was very uncomfortable. Indeed* as a matter of fact* when 
I was asked to take over charge* I knew I was going in for trouble. 
But on the whole I feel now that I did the right thing in resisrirm 
the temptation and in resisting the call* because I feel that I have l>ecti 
of some use to my country by coutinuing to remain in office.’ 

' I assure you that the Government of India is trying its best* although 
it has to realise the difficulties of His Majesty’s (Government and cheer 
fully submit to its decisions* and so iax His Majesty’s Government had 
tiot told us that we were in the wrong in the matter of our asking 
the South African Government to alter their policy.’ 

Sir Devaprasad Sarvadhikari : What about the suggestion of adding 
one or two Indians to the Colonies Ck)nimittee and asking the C\>ni- 
mittee to tackle the South African question also? 

Sir Narasimha Sarma replied that this Colonies Committee was pii- 
marily intended to deal with Kenya* and inddeiitally, with the ^aestiori 
of Fip. Whether the South African question should be broq^i within 
theii* scope of negotiations is a different matter. Gp^tuding* he 
said that there was absolutely no difference of opinioii between tho. 
Government of India and the peopk of India on this question. Lord 
.Beading had done and was doing his boat and ik) rartiier gesture 
was needed from him as suggesied in certain quartern* l^he example 
which he set in regard to the Kenya decision am uAer matters showed 
that he would put up every fight that it was fjpen to constitutional 
ropteaentatives of His Majesty to make in to protect the rights 

of His Majesty’s Indian subje^. (Applause^ V 

The resolution of Mr. Natesan was caiti^ without division. The 
Cooncii then adiournpd till Monday* th^^^^^ 
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On Match 24ih, the Fiuiitioe Bill with the GoveruorOeueral's recom* 
mecdatton came up lor consideration in the Council of State. The galleries 
were full with visitors, including a few members of the LegialatiYo 
Assembly. 

Mr. Mo WATTEBS, Finance Secretary, in moving that the Finance 
Biil be taken into consideration, gave, a brief histoiy of its experience 
ill the lower House, and the consequent certification by the Governor* 
Geiieial. This recommended Bill now provided just sufficient funds to 
riiable the Administration being carried on and to provide also for 
lialancing the budget. Government believed that the salt tax at a rate 
higher than Be. 1*4 vas not actually required to Valance the budget, 
ai d so they bad biought it down to the old level. But the effect 
vi this was that they could not make any reduction in Provincial 
Coiitiibutions during the present year, and that next year they would 
have to make up something like Bs. 21,600,000 before they could 
atiive at a stage when they could help the Provincial Oovonimcnts by 
pioviding fuids for the iiation*building departments. As regards the 

duty on splints, Mr. Me Watters pointed cut that iinlcss this was passed, 

H greater part of the leveuue from imported matches would disappear 
iii the course of a few months. At the same time it helped the iiidige* 
itcius manufacturers of this material. He then referred to the amendments in 
the Older paper in the names of Sir D. P. Sarvadhikari and Mr. Karandikar. 
The foimer wanted to reduce the postal rates to the old level of 

quarter anna per post card and half nn anna per envelope, and also 
to reduce the rate on book-post sample packet's. Mr. Karandikar*M 
aineiidment was for an alteration in Income-tax rates in resitect of 
ilii.du undivided families and registered firms. The effect of thi^ 

aniciidnionts to reduce postal rates would be, said the Finance Secretary, 
that there would be a loss in revenue of no less than 60 lakhs. 
As regards the reduction in the rates of book-post and packets, the 
Vinarice Secretary informed the House that the Government were 
themselves examining the question, and hoped that there might be 
iH>ine case for reducing the i^resent rates. It was quite unriooessary. 
therefore, to amend the Finance Bill at this stage. The rates fixed 
in the schedule were the maximum rates, and it was within the 
<*<»mpetciic.c of the Government to make any reduction if it was felt 
I Gl ossary. The Finance Secretary then iminted out the misappreheiision 
judet- which the other amendments were framed. Concluding, ho said* 
'It is true that this is a recommended bill, and even if the amend* 
nteuts are passed, they do not necessarily follow that they lieeome Jaw. 

1 nf it dose mean that if the amendments are passed, then the House 
ictuses to pass the Bill as recommended. Government attach the great- 
est importance to the uraiiinioiis vote of the House in favour of the 
This House has the privilege of sharing the great responsibility of 
die Government. Your support will mean that you' want the ooiistitu* 
tK.ial progress of this country to be orderly and that you refuse your 
cfiitcurrence to the dangerous thcoiy that political progress can W 
f “ditatcd by irresponsible and obstructive tactics”. 



8ir UMAB HAYAT KHAN ifris first mmber te $^k on Hie Slnonoe 
BiB. He regretM tint the SeMax had been reduced >wheo living IumI 
•oonaideraUr Biii ohetriilstita tecties of 

HwjiiiB#dn; maintaoed that the refusal of supplies was an impossilality 
idnoe ^e ^veimneift must be earried oil 

The Kght Horn V. 8. Srinivata BASTRI said that he ^as quite erSKtig 
on hk paHito mpoiid whde-heaii^ Finance Secretary’s ap]^ fOr 

unaiumouB support. He was one of those who thou^t that whli a few 
aineudinentBf the demand for ooiii^tutional advance made in the Legiilative 
Assembly was one whieh should have been supported by every lover of 
ordered progress. If such a demand had been made in this House, ^ 
would have gladly supported it. Wbat he would have asked would have 
been complete autonomy in the Provinoes, oombiued with responsibility in 
the Central Government, except as regards the defence of the country, mid 
Foreign and Political Departments. But in respect of that demand in the 
Assembly, Government bad adopted a non possumw attitude.. His vote 
should not, therefore, be interpreted he meaning* that he was in favour 
oi constitutional advance by slow and numerous Stages. It meant that 
he was not willing at this moment to hamper the operations of the 
Government to the extent that the refusal of supplies would hamper them. 

Sir Devaprasad SAKVADHIKABI referred, at the oittset, to the amend* 
ments which he had intended to move lor reducing the price of postcards, etc. 
He maintained that the moving of these small amendments would not affect 
the unanimity with which they were going to adopt the Finance Bill, nor 
would the working of the Government be ieopardjsed. The figures given 
to the Council as regnrds the tentra! revenues were not complete. He hiul 
still a suspicion that the Government had with them something like three 
erores from Kailways, which they could now utilise in not only ledocing 
the postal rates, but also affording relief to the Provinoes. He joined in 
ibe demand for the abolition of the Cotton Excise Duty, ami asked wbat 
protection was given to the match industry 1 The unrest in the country was 
tremendous. Every Piovinoial legislature was bent on rejeotiqg the 
Bu(^et, being dissatisfied with the position in the country. In tbe Central 
Legislature also, the wave was sweeping, and the demand had- been pt 
forward for an urgent revisioii of the Constitution. There was nothing 
in the Budget to show that there would be some CommiasioB, as was the 
case last year in connection with the Lee Cmnimsaion. 

Mr. O. A. NATE8AN accepted the Finance Bill but under protest. He 
\m sory that Madras had Imn dented even tardy justioe as regards 
cm^nbutions. It was action like this that forced sCme mendims to adopt 
pdicieB they were hitherto not accustomed to > witness. On Wmlf of 
Madras, he urged the Finance Member ,te cpii^ next year justice. 
Mr^ Natesan chaiPioterised Lord Beading's Certification blunder, 

and hoped that the Government wouH profit by this end not 

ateiQipt hereefiler to fiout public opimon in regard to advance. 

He asked jSm Goven^^ not to scatter tlwir/ swell the 
ia])k8-of^tSi&;enemie& ■ 

After, some dier membeis aiOii^ w ll» 

tioii of the BUI was passed, V being the 

only disseniaent voiee. Mi wap ta|iii>4i^ oln«®« 
after the thhd clause wii passed to meet again 

on the n^ day. 
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f M«^ 25tii, tha hrt stage of the Finance BIB was reached 
Mn-8a^ M wanted a ruin* by the Presidei* whether, in Jew 
^ *•«* it • Bfl ^reo^mded by the Governor^end, 
it tr# opra to any meinber of the House to move an amendment 
And fiMS It, if necessary, and what a«eet it would have, if so done. 

The President pointed out that it was open to the House to 
move and pass amendments altihough it was pwfeotly true chat if tlio 
GoveraoHJeneral emroised his powers of signing the BUI, ^ amend- 
ments would have no elfei^ But, at the same time it was open to 
His Excellency, if he so desired, to withdraw the recommended Bill 
iit any moment and reintroduce a Bill with the amendmente made by 
the Council of State. So the power of moving amendments was mit 
.ccless. There was nothing whatever to prevent the Hou^ f,Sj 
dealing with the recommended Bill in tlie same way as any other Bill 
Indeed, under the new rules it was <|uito open for the House to 
move amendments. 


The first three claASee of the Bill having been disposed of the day 
)•efore the remaining clauses and schedules to the Bill were passeil 
without much discussion. 


Mr. MoWatters then moved that the Bill be itassed. 

At this stage Mr. Baza Ali occupied the Council for forty minutes 
III traveraing the grounds, political as well as financial, he chsractoi^od 
the Swan^iirt action in the Assembly as a great blunder iialn^ la to d to 
retard India’s pre^ross. This blunder could not have been committed 
ill a calmer moment. The attitude of the Government on the iiuestioii 
of the Reforms could not be called as wholly unsatisfactory. Indeed, la>rd 
Olivier’s speech was oonoiliatory, but the feeling of discontent and 
<h8B8tigfaotion still existed; and Mr. Ba.ja Ali hoped that when Sir 
Alexander Muddiman entoied the Homo Department, he would help to 
bring about better relations between the Government and the people. 

After a few more speeches the Finance Bill was passer] without 
any amendment. 

'?■ 

The Income Tax Bill. 


Mr. MoWATTERS then moved for the consideration of the Bill as passed 
»»y the Assembly to amend the Indian Income Tax Act, 1922, for tho 
imrpose of providing for the assessment of the income, profits or gains 
an Association or Club which was neither a Company, nor a firm, 
®rrfu undivided family. In the course of his speech Mr. 

Jc Watters informed the House that the Gk)vernment would consider 
a ^parate case on its meiits the question whether provident funds 
pnvate Companies should be exempted from Income Tax or not, 
if ao to what extent. 

•Sir Dein ^wiie a d Barvadhikari thanked the Government for thm 
^*’^«ui‘ance. The Bill was then eonsidered and passed without amendment. 

The Council then adjourned till the 27th May., 
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The Council 

'I he Central Provinces Legislative Counoir ci|Kintd on Januaiy 16 th amidol 
lively scenes. Foity one Swarajists mostly Khaid<kr were the centre 

of attraction. The galleries were packed With finmerous visitors among whe?n 
we]*e Pandit Mortal Nehru, lector Bahadur Sapru and 

All membei a having taken oaths of altegiai.ee » the President, Hoh.- 
M. Chitnavis, mads a short opening ejj^ech wherein he reque^d i > 

to use all their talents and opportunities to serve their coi^py " 

hoped that the Council would ky the foundation of the fo|M Indian 
iVliament. X>oCtor Moonji, the leader of the Swarajisit Party, thank' 
iig the Pmident for congratniations and welcome, madem brief 



03*] OFFICIAL BILLS 

veil loroeful speeoh whidi was very much appi^ecinted by thi whole 

HoiM Attd the speotatora who cheered him when he miimed hie aeat. 
DoCltor Moonii said: I have noted your remarks about makiug the 

pree^ Govt popular. 1 assure you on bahaU o£ my party that we 

have been doing and we shall do our utmost in future to redly po* 

Itularise the Government at the earliest possible date and to make it 
a success in the sense in which Government of any indepandent iiation of 
4 )f the world oaii be.’* 

After this H. E. the Governor accompanied by the Judges and other 
othcials came in pi-ocossion and read.his short opj^ning speech in the course 
of which he said : 

Tn making tlie appointment ol; Miaistern, lit* w.is facnl witli a sitnalioii 
That no m.*mbir oE the mijorky pirty wa« pr^spiretl to»uk-‘ oil;*. Ta'>y tUii* 
t*> accept the Tesponsibility oE t»vjir |>04itina. Sctn* mnnh^rii claHii*d as hi IjpMiioiitM 
wore also not prop.irod to accep:. Tae sp’joro of selection was thtis irirro.v^d. 

Appointments have bien made after careful consiiteration and with a fu!! h*us* of 
ivspoiiKibiiity for the future Goverumeut of the Proviuc;. 

The financial p(jsiiion has substantially improvtxl and ilujy s(:oin«*il vo havo 
tv.'ichiHl a turning point in the series of dcHcits which had cripphsl so seriously 
I if activitits of the Gov.Tnm^;nt during the past three yoiiix Trie budget estinia! *.* 
wi‘ the current year anoieipaled an exess expimiiture of 15 lakhs over revenu* and the 
i;eest revised estimate showed lialaiiood budget, 

t'onciuding the ^Governor said: *A li-Mivy r«*bpoasihility rests on you, for it i» 
iipou your work tliat the future advaucoment. tovvanJs full responsible (loveriim ‘ttt 
will largely depend, aiul I sincrely hopj that all wdll work wholedu^rtidly with 
lie* tioverument towards this common goal. Whatever the future may the King 
Kirip;*ror's Goviuaiment moat be carrietl on aud 1 appeal to all m *ml> M's to placo 

[irogtutss and welfare of the Provincj before party coiiHidera^ioris,* 

On Jan. 16th. the Gouucil first met for official biisiuess. There were 
•"> officials bills which were all postponed for consideration or circulation. 

The lion. Mr. Chitnavisi Minister of l^Mucation* moved that the Central 
i'roviiioes Primary Eduoition Amendment Bill be taken into consideration at 
otieo. Dr. Moonje opposing said that a grave constitutional crisis hail 
aiiseu in this pix>yince. H. E. the Governor on his own admission hail 
itl»pointed two Ministers who did not command the confidence of the 
I louse. He said that the Governor had no such power and his action 
wiis a constitutional erixir. 

The President pointed out that this question would be decider! 
when the No-Confidence motion was discussed but as long as the Ministers 
were there it was their duty to allow him to make the motion. 

Dr. Moonjee then moved in the form of an amendment that the 
introduction of the Bill be postponed. It wa8> however pointed out 
that the amendment was a direct negative and could not bo moved. 
«\ft6r some discussion the President asked for time to consider the matter 
mid promised to give his ruling later. 

The Hon. Mr. B. P. Standen then moved that the Central Provinces 
Settlement Bill be referred to a iSelect Committee. Mr. E. P. Pandc 
nrjdependent) moved that the consideration of the Bill be postponed till 
die August session as the Bill was a veiy contentious measure and (^ir 
jsiued provisions on which there were serious differences of opinion. 
The Hon. Mr. Standen said that there was no necessity for circulating 
the Bin again as it had already been done. He was not prepared to wilii- 
<lraw the motion. 



The President pointed out that the only method ol pdetp^ing a 
faitfaer coneideratioii of the IKU irae for the flonse to vote aioiret the 
motion. No ameadinent eonld be allowed. 

After fuitber diaeiifeioni the Hon. Mr. StOLden agreed in deference to 
^ opinion of the House to circnlale the Bill again lor opinion and 
this permisaion was unaDimoualy aocorded by the House. 

After lunch the consideration of the Primary Fducatimi Kll was 
resumed. Mr. Kanitkar of Berar moved that the consideration of the Bill 
be postponed until the March session. On the Presideitt allowing iU Mr. 
Kaiiitkar’s motion waa earned. 

Modak Smoking Bill. 

The Hon. Mr. Chitnavia, Ministier of Excise, introdiiccd the C. V. 
Modak Smoking Bill and explained its objects. 

Dr. Moonjee objected to its introduction on constHutional grounds. 

Mr. Kanitkar again moved that the Bill be re-circulated. 

The Minister accepted it and the House accorded permission. 

Weights and Measures and Cattle Trespass Bills 

The Hon. Syed Hifasat Alb Minister of Local Self-Government, 

introduced the C. P. Weights and Measures of Capacity Bill. 

A Swarajist member moved that the Bill be re-oirculated, and the 
same Minister again introduced the Cattle Trespass Amendment Bill 

which was also postponed. All the five Government Bills were post- 
ixnied and the whole business was over before 2 p. m. 

This concluded the Government business, for which two rlays were 
allotted. The Council then took up non-official business. 

Non-offioial R6solution.s 

There were in all nine non-official resolutions, two of which stood 
in the name of Mr. Kirde (libeial) and were allotted to be taken up 
next day. There was one resolution in the name of Mr. Syed Hifazat 
All which was given notice of before be became a Minister. The Hon 
member desired to withdraw his motion, but the House refused leave. 
The President promised to give a ruling in the matter next day. The 
remaining six resolutions which stood in the name of the Swarajists 
were withdrawn. 

Mr. V. B. Kekre, nominated member for Mandia, moved a resohr 
tioti recommending to Government to confer oii the Mandla district the 
right to elect its member to the Provincial Legislative CoujfimL The 
Hon. Mr. Standeu opposed the lesoiutioii on the ground thi& Mandla 
distiiot was the most backward in the province. The resoti|^ was put 
to vote and carried by an overwhelming majority. The 
bers did not take part in the ^ delrate but solidly votl^ iii favour ot 
the resoluttoi). 

Mr. liiide (Liberal) moved a lesolutioii in Goligection with lo^ 
levelling. Syed ffifazatali, Minister of Local opposed ib 

The moinlUon was carried, the fiwai^ists suppp^l^ it. 

Anollhier resolution was smved by the sai^ mem take 

to improve sanitatioii in ru^ lUMi* Tbk 
5u:d withtjrawn. Tlie Counwl then 
no-oonfidence” motion was to be diseirsi^ 
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The ‘N a.C onfidence* Motion 

NJOPUB^ISTB JANVAhY im 

In the C. P. Legislative Council on January 18th, the President having 
announced that though the ‘Non-cou8dence’ resolution was received lato ho 
was willing to waive riles and allow it for discussion, Mr. PAGllA- 
BENDRA RAO said 

Hon'ble Sir,— t riae to iiio?6 **Th«t a foinal addreti moted to Hit 
ExoeUencj tho Ooveriior aabniitting that the Hon'ble Mlniatert do not enjoy tbo 
confidence of the Gounoll and he be phated^ to ditmiee them forthwith.** 

In doing oo Mr. Bao wanted firet to oiear eome mitnnderstanding. The motion 
was not intended to cait any refleetion on Hie Bxoellenoy the Governor pertonallj 
in reipeot of the decition He had taken in appointing the Minieteia Nor wae It 
intended ae a oenanre oo the reeerved wing of the Government. B^jually in unmia* 
takable terma, Mr. Bao said, nothing is intended againat the Hon. the Miniatera 
personally. After reterlog tq the nnpreoedented character of the motion in the annala 
of Legislative Ooanoils of this oonntry, Mr. Bao said .— 

*AN UNPBBCgDBKTBD MOTION 

Sir, before I come directly to the matter in iune 1 will remind the hon'ble 

members of the development that has taken place in the conatitntional history of 

this country daring the past few years. The Government of India Act of IPlP la» 
political opinions on its merits apart, a distinct phase in the relations that 

govern this country with the British Parliament. By virtue of that Act the main 
spring of authority in the provincial sphere of government has shitted from the 
British Parliament to the Indian electorates. In other words, Government through 
the agents of British Parliament bat b'^en substituted by Government through 
the representatives of the people. This responsibility for administrative and 
k'gislative notion in their own field, aeoordtng to tbo Parliamentary Beport, is fined 
b*%yofid the piasibilitv of donbt on the Ministers and the majorities In the 

pTovinoial legislatnrea that support them. 

in the result, the British Parliament having framed a constitution, delegated, if 
not abJicated, its authority to the electorates and constituted a Governor as it were 
the custodian of the parity and integrity of that constitution. Therefore it loJlows that 
altbongb the Ministers seek their appointments through a statutory act of tbs 
Governor under certain limitations, the retention of their offices it solely dependent 
upon the confidence ahd approbation of the electorate as refieoted in the legislature. 
Til* ({uestion that is before this House for determinaiiou is when under ibe 
constitution a Governor having once exercised his statutory authority in appointing 
Ministers, is it or it it not open for the legislatore to remove them if they do 
nit enjoy the confidence of the majority party and other minority parties taken 
together ? 

Sir, for the direct objeot that my motion has in view, I will confine myself 
tj that diotnm and will request every Hon’ble member in this House to be 
iotluenced by that dominant consideration alone in voting with me. 

There are other oonstitutional and political o'msideraiions that may be necessary 

focus by each of the diflermt groups of political thought in this Honse, but 
those should not be the determining factor in the decision to which 1 want the Hooso 
to arrive. 

Having stated the position on which 1 take my stand, 1 will ask the Hon 
mpmbers of this Honse to bear with me for a while in taking stock of the situation and 
the realities as they present themselves to us in solving a constitutional issoe of 
Co mean diffienlty. 

His Excellency the Governor in discharging his responsibilities dissolved the 
l^^gislative Gonneil on the expiry of its term, and very rightly btld tbe tler- 
tiuns. Witbont worrying the Hon'ble members with tbe maM of nnintcrcsting 
<^ptails, I would at once state that out of fii elected scats that were thrown opef« 
^ majority of them were captured by tbe Bwarajya Party, and except f«ir n 

iiiw special eonstltneneies, thm are hardly any seats left in the general oonsM- 
(oenoies to which other than flwarajiots have been snecessfully fetnrned. That beliig 

82 
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the poiitioSi it ife said that Hia BxoeUaney the, Ooveraor tent lor the leader of 
one of the 3 Bwaraijra Paitiea conititnted on tcrritorkl baaie and offered him one 
of the 2 Miniiterahipa, altbongh It it not iiated if it aas then contemplated to 
offer the other Minlatrp also to a peraon not belonging to the Bwarajja Party. 
The leader of the Bwarajya Party eery appropriately refnaed to accept the offer of 
the Job avd aa a reenlt thereof we have now before na 2 eatimhble gentlemen who 
baTe thought it fit without reference to majority and minority partiea to accept 
the moial and conatitntionai reaponaibiiity of running the Tranaferred Departments 
« on behalf of the electorate and the Legislature. That is the position in a nut- 
■•bfll. It it, therefore, very pertinent for e?ery one of the Hon'ble members in this 
Hooae to aeh the Hon'ble Ministers to show their credential and tell ns in a 
convincing manner their justification for acting in the manner they have done. 
They must state to na the numerical strength behind their Miniateries. They must 
tell us their political complexion. We have a right to demand from them their 

policy and future ccnrse of conduct. My Bui prise, Hon. Sir, is not that Hii 

Bxcellency has offered the two offices to the two elected members of two different 
and conflicting political opinions in this House, but that they, should have accep- 
ted the offices without oalculating and consulting the controlling factors that art 
now asserting their nc questioned right of removing them. 

BBFOBMS 0 POWBS Of Sleotobatb 

• 

Aa 1 told yon before, and 1 repeat it again, the faudamental basis of 

Diarchy is the transference of Political and Constitutional power from British 
Parliament to Indian Biectorates and their representatives in the Legislature, and 
a person who accepts the responsibility of running the admioistiation must u- 

aware of this power, and the undisputed fact that the authority with which he is 
invested as Minister springs from the electorate, if the electorate and the legibla- 
rure do not wish to avail themselves of the services volunteered by this patriotic 
gentlemen, It passes ones political comprehension to appreciate their justification 
in taking upon themselves the self-imposed but none-the-less onerous responsibility 
of carrying on the Executive Government in relation to the Transferred Departments. 

If the legislature refuses to exercise its function of controlling the administiatiou 
assigned to it, the responsibility in relation to that part of the Government devol- 
vres, if it devolves at all, on His Excellency the Governor as the delegate of tht 
King's Executive Government, but under no circumstauces on him as the coustitu- 
tionai bead of the Provincial Government in relation to the transferred side. It 
the Hon'ble members follow me so far they will not have much difficulty in 
appreciating the point that 1 wish to emphasise before this House. 

The Issue On Which Elections Fought 

Again, it has to be remembered that the elections in this as in other 
provinces have been fought not on the manner and method of working the Uo* 
Ternmeut of India Act in its application to the Provincial sphere of Government, 
but on the broader issue of utilizing the constitutional power that it confers ol 
the electorate fur the more comprehensive issue of re-adjustiug the political ana 
ronstitutional ties that bind this country with the British Parliament. In sending 
the majority of the Hon'ble members to this House the electorate have clearly and 
definitely mandatid them to ignore the ephemeral advantages that Dyarchy may 
offer in its very limited scope and repudiate their readiness to further any flimsy 
structure that may be imposed by globe-trotting doctrinaires. The attitude ot the 
British Parliament is clearly embodied in the preamble to the Government of India Act. 

The Last Council And Its Unbbprebbntativb Chabactbk 

Hon'ble Bir, ever since the 19th of December 1919, when this Act was passed by the 
British PavParoent, the people of India with one voice have been trying to cod* 
wince the world that they were not prepared to avail themselves of this Act. 
Those ol the Plon'ble members who remember tbe history of the Indian Nstiouai 
Congress which hild its sitting at Amritsar must be aware of the authoritative 
opinions that were expressed on these Reforms. The Congress said that oosstitu- 
tinnal advance made was nniatisfaetory, disappointing, iuadeqoate and unacceptable 
Thus the cry of 300 millious of people bas been going from one end of the 
country to tbe other for tbe last four years. Daring tbe time of the first;, electico, 
a« Hon'ble mtmbers are aware, the Country refused to avail itself of thiS Reformi 
with the result that the people who sought elections and came into the Legislative 
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CoiiittiU were not the reapreieiitalivei of the eleotorete in any rtal senae of the tetm. 
WeU^ after three Jfara, we find the electorate, to whom the reiponaibilitv under 

the lew waa giren, have preferred to ohoote their lepreientativea to the council 

lor aome definite pnrpoae. The afowed object of the electorate la not to farther 

the object that the act Laa in ^iew bat to ao ntiliae it at will confer upun 
ue the nndiapntable right of determining a stable conatiintion as will be com- 
patible with the national aapirationa of the coantry. We are, therefore, within 
I at oonatitntional right in demanding the immediate lemoeal of the tlinialers. 
Ic ia a moral and oonatitntional obligation that ia imposed upon ot to ask the 
Miniatera to xeaign, and we aball apare no methoda to compel them to do ao. By 
virtne ot onr pledge we may not accept the office, but becaose of the position 
taken by ns, no one. 1 hope, can maintain that it takes away our conatitntional 
right of exerciaing onr legitimate vote of dismissing any person who, on onr 
behalf and in onr name, wauts to exercise the right of governing the transferred 
sabjects nnder a Government, if we do not avail uarselves of this right, it is 

l>erfectly open to us to prevent any one also from exercising that right in our 

behalf. It is with this view, bir, that 1 am submitting this motiou for considera- 
tion of the House. U is the only correct position that we can consistently 
take, and which, i maintain, is m conformity with the highest traditions of 

every conceivable parliamentary practice. 

• 

King's Govbbnment a. GovfiRNMBNT In Pkoplb’s Name 

Now Sir, the justifications that have been put forward for selecting the 

Ministers are two. It has been said that one of the Ministerships was offered to 
the majority party, and becanse they refused, it was offered to some fn<^ependeni 
members of tho House. But, so far as we know, His Excellency the Governor has 
not thought fit to communica'c to ns who those independent gentlemen were. That 
being so we have before us two gentlemen who have taken the responsibility of 
administering the transferred departments because His Excellency has asked them 
to oblige his Government ( laughter ) and carry on the King’s Government. I 
know that the King's Government is to be carried on. King's Government has been carried 
10 in this country for the last 150 years. In the Central Provinces, the Ring’s 
tiovernmunt has been carried on ever since Mabarattas were unjustly deprived ot 
their power. King’s Government had been earned on in this province during the semi- 
military autocracy of Sir Richard Temple. It wan also carried on under the buDcvolent 
ihspotism of Sir Antony Macdontll. In more recent decades, King's Government 
was carried on nnder the unquestioned civil autocrany of Sir Reginald Craddock. 
We cannot prevent any one irom this Hunse to carry on the King's Government. 
But It is perfectly open to us to tell to any one not to carry it in our name. 
>Ve desire to tell them in unmistakable terms that we do not and possibly cannot 
accord onr sanction to it so far as it rests on onr responsibility. His Majesty's 
Government, 1 have no doubt, will be carried in the future, as it has been prior 
to the Dyarcbian era, if there are determined servants of the Crown bent npou 
carrying it on inspite of the co-operation of the people of this province. It is 

• ften emphasised and it is likely to be emphasised again that the Governor has 
appointed the ministers because there were no other people willing to take op 
that ifiice. But 1 reiterate and emphasise my point that the King's Government 
tnay be carried on, lut let it be carried without the sanction of the legblature. 
We lay that the Ministers are not our nal representatives in the Government. 

h h'fs of the electorate. We believe that this form of Govt, is not suitable to ns, and 
We do not want to give any opportunity to any one to carry that form of Govern- 
ment with a mistaken notion that he is carrying on in the name of the hgisla- 
fure. i^t not people outside believe that we have lent our support to this form 
of Government, 

It might be pertinently asked of me to suggest the course to those reiponsihlo 

f«r the good Government of Ibe province. It is nut for me to suggest what course 

• r method should be adopted. 1 know the Government of India Act amply provides 
for carrying on the King's Government. If ever my advice is sought I shall tell them 
tl'at there are provisions in the Government of India Act to carry on the Govern- 
ment by other provisions of the Statute, but under no cirenmatanoes by virtue of 

provisions which are applicable to the Governor's Province and throogh the 

Mmisters. That is rnr distinct and clear position. I have for the time being 

over all tbe other dominating factors and have simply emphasised on the 

institutional aspect of the question, and recommended to His Excellenoy the 
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GoTtmor to fNill down the Mfntetry of to diraifif tbom ft tbey do not foUow Umk 
mooepted pilaolplei of eoaotitatloiiol ooofo&tioiia. That baiog the omb 1 pmat 
aotloa for tbe oouklerotioft ol tbo Hoiiae. 

APPBAL to lIXNXSTBBg k THllB SUPPOBTBBfI. 

Sir, 1 know there are 'some eehoola of thooght In tbie Home wbioh idbj not 
f^tobnblj ebare the opiniom which we ibare. To them 1 appeal to eerlomly think 
the wrong they are oommittlng in enpporting the Hinietere. Are they not killing 
the faedamentel priooiplee on which repreeentatife and reepomible government ie 
4iaeed J Oan they conceive a eyetem of Oovernment, moeh lem a conttitntional form 
of Odvernmenty wherein two Minietere are foieted on the legialative Ooonott, and thoee 
MIhietere are prepared to o^ry on the Government witboot the oonaent and eoncnnenoe 
of the legiilatore f 1 know fhere are eome Hon. membere in thie Home who believe 
in diarchy and who teem to think that they ehonid be able to take any form of 
Oovernment that is imposed npon this country. 1 know some of them are stDI 
aniions to wotk not this form of Government. But 1 ark them, have they 
accepted or not responsible government as an ideal at last f f hope there is not 
one Hon'ble member who does not snbscribe to this doctrine, il they accept tiiis 
aspect 1 ark them to answer if that is the way to attain that goal f Are they not 
killing the wy conception of riAponsible government either by accepting or support- 
log these Ministries f 

Most of the Hon*ble members ean recall constitntional reformi and the manner 
they were iirgec by provincial governments. The Governors of the live provinces bad 
enggested a scheme of Government in which they did not want Ministers oat of tbe 
elected members bat ont of tbe mrmbcrs of the Honse. 1 a^k my Hon. friends, 
to bring home that principle and consider wbat is tbe system of Government that is 
now being imposed upon them. Is it in any way different ? Is it in any way separate 7 
Can it any way indentify itself from tbe system of Government that we had before 
diarchy was introdaoed f That being tbe position, 1 most ask the Hon'ble 
members, particnlarly my friends of tbe Liberal Party, if it is oonstitotional for the 
Ministers to accept office against the will of the legislature ? 1 understand that tbe 
senior Minister is a shining light of that worn^nt and discredited creed known as 
Indian Liberalism ( Laughter) , 1 ask him, Is it consistent and in consonance with 

tbe principles of the liberalism of Ranade, Mehta and Gokbale which liberals have 
been so long exploiting f May I ark him it he bas tbe moral support of tbe Libersl 
Party behind him in accepting this office 7 Wbat is his future programme ? How 
does be justify hts action 7 It would be unfair for me to demand any explanation 
from His Exotllenoy to justity bis choice of Ministers. Under Responsible Govern- 
ment, it is tbe Ministers that ought to essume responsibility for tbe actiooH 
of the Governor. I hope, instead of being His Exotllency^s ehiild, they will not 
make him their shield and will not retreat under the protecting cover of tbe Hon'ble 
the Revenue Member and the Home Member, (langhter). Is it on tbe support of official 
subordinates who are sitting behind them that tbe Hon.- the Ministers propose to 
lay deep tbe fonndations of Responsible Government 7 (Cheers). 

As regards tbe Junior Minister, I know bis position is of a different nature. His 
Appointment has been made by ignoring the majority party. 

In oonoluslon, he commended tbe resolution to tbe Honse. 

Mr. G. R. Josbi, Independent, moved an amendment to tbe effect that tbe words 
^request them to resign' be snbstitnted in place of tbe words 'dismiss them forthwitb* 
Mr. Jothi made it clear that he entirely supported tbe motion. 

Mr. Bao accepted the amendment. 

THE GOVT. REPLY 

Tbe Hon. Mr. B. P. 6TAKDEN opposed tbe resolution. Mr. Standon dealt with 
the whole oonstitntional aspect of tbe question and showed bow tbe isajority 
party themselves had acted nnoonstttntlonally in bringing forward their resc>lation. H 
there bed been any deflection from oonstiintiosal praotloe on the part of His 
lenw, it bad been forced on him by tbe Swaraj Partj. Tbe courage of tbe Hon'ble 
ministere and their sense of doty in accepting rffice in circnmstanecs of pecohsr 
diffionlty most evoke the admiratioa of everybody who wiehed to see OovemoeBt 
carried on in a eonetttntional manner. Tbe mover of tbe resblntton bad based ow 
argnment on the statement that tbe Parliament bed delegated to tbe people of 
oonntiy the tesponsibilltj for tbe Governaseiil al tbe opnntiy. That wae not sa 
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p fM W Wimt bKl tiial In time It propond to delegate tbe lull mpoatlbUltv to tbe^ 
^eeletBte, bat In the meantime It wonlct only delegate a part of tbe feipontlbtUty. 
■aawlj In tbe traneferied inbjecta. , / 

Had tbe leader of tte Oppoeitlon, a hen be aae invited by Hit Excellenty to take 
•p tbe llinlatiy» made a condition that Hit Kxetliinry ehonld accept bit policy witb 
frgard to tbe tiantlerred eobjecrii, bo wc old bare been within bit conititntional rigbtt, 
gel when be related tIBce beianfc be would not reive nnder a diarchy be wat ancent* 
titatlonal. Hit action wat not only nnconttltoticnal but narcatoBable. when it a at 
remembeied that Hit Excelbncy bad no power to make the alteiation which the 
hwarai«stf required ua a ooudition of accepting office. 

Tbe tpeaker then pointed int vaiicua meana whereby the |aity rrold hare woiktd tor 
tbe attainment of their gral, and poiDUd cut leveral iuDdaaental princlpka of 
retpontible government which th<y bad ignortd, and laid if tbiy piriittcd in Heir 
raolaiion and it the JUiniatera resigned* which be hoped they wculd set do* the (Lly 
course open to tbe Oo^eiLinent wtold be to aik tbe Secretary of biate to tTaniir 
tbe trauffernd mbiecta to the rcstrvtd dr|attucntt. Tbat wccid be a utirgiade 
atep which all thote who wished to see tbe pclitital advancement cl India we old 
immentelj regret. 

Tbe Hon. Mr. S. M. CHIINaVIS* Minister for Kdncatlon* exilaimd biw be was 
forced to accept liBce against bit strong incliLaticns and tbs oircomstancci Icadieg 
to it. Tbe policy of the Swaiaj 1 arty* be taid* wat to bring abeut a dtadlcik 
in tbe Qovernment. Tbit again forced him to coniider hit petition. It wat only a 
keen detlre to avoid a let-back in constitutional pitgiesa. He shared tbe view in 
common with bit putty Hat one cemmon object* which all patriotic Indiana lad 
at heart* namely* tbe attainment of rcipontible gcveinment* ccnld not be achieved 
by dfBtiuctive metbodt. Tbe ligLt pol:cy in bts opinion wat to try to impii ve 
the preaent conatitotion and not to wreck it. Ibe mover had made it char tlat 
if bit rcsolnthn wat pasttd* hit party wat frepand to face tbe prisibility oi a 
reveriion to tbe ty^ of Government which would ufird tbe perils net tbe imalhit 
chance of infinencing tbe policy of Ooveinmcnt litm within. Hid thty tot lad 
a spell of onadulterated turcaucratfc Govcinictnt Urg incugb in tbe pait to gne 
them a genuine distaste of it even now? rromdirg Mr. Cbitnavia faid* having 
accepted effice with open eyea and in toll anticipation of not only want ot 
support but actual tolid oppoaition* be alto contidered tbat duty required that be ibeuhi 
continue there tdl tome one frem tbe majority party wat prepared to step into I't 
place. 

Tbe Hon. Sir M. V. JOSHl said tbat tbs resolution raited iasoet involving lef'e us 
cooscejaencsf . An appeal bad been made to constitutional piactice* Tbat tppiul esm* 
with ill-grace from a |«aTty which ignored ibe very first principles of tbe comtiluticii 
Tho party which brought a motion of uo-confie'eoce oust aerrpt iffice. If not, whai 
right had ihey to expect conbtiiuiu>&iil piactice to be folh<weU by Oovernmint ^ 
He bad griat taith in tbe Labour Oovt. in England, and aikcd ; was it ptudrnt 
when the labour Tarty wat coming into power* to ignore the advice of mtn like 
lh*i. WVdgwood ? He alto confssted anomaiiea in tbe Governor's action. 

At tbit stage Mr. A. F. NELSON, Chief Sec. to the Govt, nifd tome indecent 
language towards the Bwarajiatt tor which be wat called to order, made to withdraw' 
bis words, and reprimanded by tbe T resident. 

DU. MOONJEE'S SPEECH 

Dr. B. S. MOONJEE* the leader of tbe Swarajittt, after bauteriogly referring 
lo the tense of decorum of Eogliehmen like Mr Nelson— an Oxonian — came to tbe 
constitutional aspect of tbe matter, and taid ; 

What I have understood of the routtitution* I place before my hon’ble friends 
on the Government tide. What oius the Government of India Act, which is wt.at 
lorina c^r preaent conatitution, thy ! What deet the Uoytl Proclamation, which is 
the batit of tbe eonatitntion, lay * If you cam to see what the Royal ProrJuatMthn 

••ys, it it this * 'while retaining the confidence of tbe legislatures, to co-operate 

i^ith my efficert.’ It it the Royal wish as cxprcfsed In the Royal Proeiao'ation. 
ti'fti the Ministers shall retain the confidence of Ibe House. The first eatentiai 
lutrelore in ihit oonatituMnn at rxprefted by tbe Royal wii-h in the Royal procla* 
®»i»on is that only m b Ministers ibouUI be appointed who have the confidence of the 
MOOS**. Next to that comet the Joint Select Committee's Riport. I shall quote only one 
pikiHgTaph. What wat the desire ot tbe Parliament ? What was tbe Inspiratinn which bat 
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ItlfdB rite lo tbie Govt, of lodia Aot t Oimate 4 raadt tbov :^**rbe OMaittee ofo «| 
opIniM tbot the Mtnietert eeleoted the Governor to advioehimon tbe tfanefenied 
•nbjeete etaonld ba elected fflemberi of the Legltlttive Oooiiell> enlojring ite oonftdeiioe 
and oapable of leading if Now, can anjbodj here saj that (he Miaietere eajojf 
the oonfidenoe of the Honcef Afc the Einietere oafiable of leading Itf 

Are the lllnieterf, at desired iomewhere else, that is, in the Instrameat oi 
tnstraetions, as 1 an going to read out preeentijr, capable of placing the wishes of 
the people a( (be disp^wal of the Gove, t Ciaaie 4 of cne Initraotions : ** Neverthdlees 
jon shall enoonrage the habit of Joint deliberation before jonrsalf or jonr Oonncillore 
and y lur Einisters, in orier that tbe esperienoe of yonr of&oial advisers may be 
at the disposal of year Einlsters.'* That is one part of (be basiness, and the 
second part of the bailness it : ** And that the knowledge of your Einisters as to 
(be wishes of tbe people may be at the disposal of yonr Oonaoillors.*' 

Now this second point is farther elaborated In paragraph 6 of the same Ins trac- 
tions : 'You shall have doe regard to bis (Minister’s) relations with the Legislative 
Connoil and to the wishes of the people of the province as expressed by their 
representatives therein/ 

I ask anybody here to reply if the Ministers' position conforms to this. Has 
the basis, on which thj Qivarnmsnt of India Act has bjen oonstitnted, been com- 
plied with in tne present instance 1 t am pjrfeetly oerti^in it has not bMo complied 
with, as has boon admitted very candidly in his speech by the Hm. tbe Home 
Member Sir M. V. Joshi. I am very thanktnl to him for his admission. 1 am now 
in a position to say, partionleriy a'ter 1 have heard tbe speech of my flon. friend Sir 
M. V Joshi, that the aition of Hts Excellency the Governor is not only nneoneti- 
tutional but is also illegal, toat is, against the spirit of the law, the Government 
of India Act. This is an assertion 1 am going to repeat again and 1 am jnst now 
going to prove it. 1 am mneh obliged to my Hon. friend for his speech. 

Qovn SNOBS UNCON6TIT0T1ONAL PfiOCKDOBB 

My friend has candidly admitted that we, members of the Swaraj I'arty, **are within 
the (oar ooruers of tbe constitution*', and at tbe tame time he hab admitted on behalf 
ol the Govt. ---be will correct me if i am not quoting him aright— that tbe * Qovt. 
has done a thing which is seemingly onoonstitntitioal. i was wondering why tbe Legal 
UMffiembrancer, paui so lieavily for the parpufe, has not placed tbe legal and the 
constitutional meaning of the Government of India Aot before the Honae, bntiosteai 
of going to tbe root of tbe qnestioii and ta'kiiiig it has thought lit to carry iw 
into the wilderness of history in order to try to show that the responsibility tor 
the present situation was upon tbe dwaraj Party, when tbe responsibility, in the sense in 
which he means it, does not lie on the Swaraj Party. 1 was wondering why be has nut 
gone to the root of the question, and here is the explanation which very candidly has come 
out of tbe mouth of my Hon. friend Sir H. V. J >shi, tbe Home liember. 1 am glai he 
belongs to tbe same raoe, the same oivUisatioo, to which 1 belong— Indian civilisation. He 
has candidly admitted that it was a case of euiergeuoy which was placed before tbe Govern- 
ment-emergency oansed by ns, Swarajists no doubt. We admit it ; we are prepared to take 
ail the responsibility for causing that emergency. I am glad that tbe Hon'ble tbe Hume 
member has admitted that emergency. Other Government members also will admit that it 
was a case of emergency. Under an emergency, what are the powers of Hie Bxoeileucy 
the Governor 7 And those powers are given here— Snb-Seo, 8 of Sec. 58 of tbe Govern- 
inent of India Aot. Bat when I look-fd mt.i the Government Oax^tte— what did 1 hnd lu 
connection with the anaunnoement of H E. tbe Governor appointing the Ministers / Tbt 
Government Oasette only says that it is in exercise of the power oonferred by Sec. 52 dab- 
Beo. 1 of the Government of India Act, that H. £. the Governor is pleased to appoint lo 
and so to be a Minister of tbe Local Government. 1 was expecting to hiid therein that 
Governor was aoting In a ease ol emergency, hot there la no such thing. Now the Hon’ble 
tbe Home member says it was a rase of emergency. While H. B. tbe Governor says (bat 
be was acting nndtf normal oirenmetanoes, that is under Sob-Sec, 1 of Sec. 52 of tto 
Government of India Act. Then, which hypolbesia Is correct— the Governor's 
Home Member's f Am 1 to explain tskfog both the hypotheses as oorreot ? 1 should 
better take tbe Hon. Sir M. V. JoshiV' hypothesis first. A case of emergency^ ihai 
is contemplat'd under the Aot. is only a temporary one cansed by a vacancy. 
vacancy was oansed bseaose the Ufa oif the old Oonneii came to an end, and tw 
life of the new Cobnoli bai jnst begoil. His Bxoellency the Governor knows ^ 
imrleotly well at bai been alrwu^ admlttsd fay bis address, and be bae bti knowledr 
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eosiftt^d Ifom th« expetmoa of the loat three daye* working of tbia Cottuail, that 
the Majority in tbia Hoaae doaa sot anpport the Miniatera, and aUo that the 
majeHty party i.e. S^rarajiati’ Party ii pledged not to aooapt office. Therefore tbia 
eoarienoy, tbia vaoancj, ia not an ematgent racanoy, ia not a tamporary vacancy, 
bot ia a faoanoy which ia a pennanant va»Qcy lasting for the life-tioie of thia 
Conneil. la toat the thing oonteeaplated to ba remedied nnder Sob-Sec. 3 of 
See. 33 of the Oofcrnment of India Act according to the viawa of my Hoc. friend 
Sir M. V, Joabi? i do not think my Hon. friend will maintain tbia poaition io 
bia calmer momenta. Then ia it the hypotheaia of Hia Excellency the G<)vernor 
that ia to be onr guide in the matter / Hie Eieellency baa been aotmgi aa be baa 
told u« in the Government Qaxette, nnder Sob-Sec. I of Sec. 53 of the Govern* 
ment of India Act while appointing the Uiniatera. Then he waa aotlog nnder 
uormal c*rcam«tanoeo, not emergent temporary oiroomatanoeB. And the normal 
oircomataacea, aa 1 have aaid a minote before, are thoae that are indicated by tb» 
Koyal wUh in the Royal P/ooiamation and apeciHed in the fnatrootions that have 
been given in the Inatroment of Inatruotiona to H. S. the Governor and further 
filaborated by the Joint Select Committee'a Report ; and the normal circomatanceet 

aa contemplated by the demand by the Reformed conatitation are that only anob 
Miniatera have to be appointed aa can command the anpport of a Majority in the 

Council. Taking both theae hypottaeaea, I am positive, unleaa the other aide it 

h'oing to give a right and* legal aolotion of the dlffionltiea that have ariaen, I 

think I have a right to aaaert— having liatened to the argumenta ao far advauoiMi 

from the Government aide— that the Governor baa not only not a'ite<i within the 

;iowera conferred upon him by tbia Act, bat alsj nuconatitotionally. 

Hon. Sir, now an attempt baa been made to throw the vrhole rt‘.»iu>naib lily 
for thia conafitntional criaia npon my party. Tliere waa no need to make 

the attempt. It waa an admitted fact. It waa a predetermind attens'^ 

>n our part to briog abont anch a oriaia. It ia in tbia Gonnoil I am 

proud to eay the drat opportunity baa come which we were atixionaly waiting 
for, to bring abjnt a oriaia, to bring aboat a aituation where conatitutionally the 
Oovernment cannot proceed further nnieaa it exerciaea ita executive powera which are 
biaed npon the military atrength it poaaeaa. We arc told that onr motive ia to exert 

pressure on the Government by the power of mafority wbtcb we poascaa. There ta 

a desire in high circles to see aa to how we exercise that prcaaure. There ia a saying 

m Sanakrit which aaya that what is Karnt of the Quru, the teacher, ia practiard 
iipoD the teacher bimaelf by the pupil. My Engliah friends know very well how they 
«-xtracted their conatitution from the nnwtiliog bands of Hts Majeaty the King John. 
Their method of extracting it waa different, was a meihihi baaed upon force. My 
method and the Swaraj Party 'a method of extracting further conceaaioua, of expand- 
ing my conatitution, ia non-violent, is more humane, is based upon ibe lawa of love 
nod the principles of Ahimaa. Hia Excellency tbe Governor baa bleaaed thoae who 
are conatitutioualiata. 

CON8TITUTIO.NALIBT6 AND UNCONBTITaTIONALlSTB 
Now, gentlemen, yon see who a^e conatitutionaiiata and who are anoonetitutionaliata 
in tbia land— yon, or we, the members of the Swaraj Party, on tbe admission of tbe 
Home Member. We are within the lour cornera of tbe const)! ntion and you 
^^•mingly nnoonatitntional. When tbe report of this speech of mme gma to Mia 
lUceilency the Governor be will peroive that he was oorrect in hia prophecy of 
welcoming tbe oonstitationaliata, that it ia rca ly we who are true constitutioDabsts at heart, 
IQ speech and in action, that we know how constitations are to be made, how rights are to 
secured and oonoeasiona are to be extracted. My Hon'bie friend, Sir. M. V. Joshi 
1 are both Indiana, let him not be terrified ; let him not be obsessed with false fearo 
>d how tbe Eoglisbmen at home will take our actions in tbe Legislative Council. Will 
t!iey not be diapleuaed und disappointed and say that we are bad fellows and even rascals f 
‘-such ideas n^ not be taken into consideration and need not frighten y« a oot of year 
'vit. Yon and I ave Indiana ; 1 reoogniae no difference between yon and me. Iff sciatcb 
yon 1 find me in yon, and it you scratch me you abail find yourself in me. 

Mr. K. p, PaNDB moved for closure of tbe debate which waa carried. 

MB, RaQHaVENDRA RaO’S CONCLUDING SPEECH 
Mr. B. B. BaO.— 1 think, Sir, in the debate we have gone through to-duy we 
B&neoeaaarily laid empbaaia npon tbo merits of diateby and that baa been 
B*ed aa an argument in anpport of and against tbe consideration of tbe motion. 
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1 tbiak tbaft itM tllgbtly Mde Uie poiat. Tbe point if tbat tfan dtetoiate are 
aftag ihlt Coaaeil tor a doBalta and deoitite paipote and we. at tbelr xopietaiita- 
tivet, aro boand within tbe texaM of oar Biandate. 

At regaidf tbe Oofernnient laeBkbeff who bate epoben, 1 will itj to anawer 
eteiy one ot tbcn. Tbe Hon. the Betesae Menber bae dietinetlj told aa that, in 
tbe event of no Hlnietef eoming fotaatd, tbe Local Ooveinmeat will move thu 
Becrttary of State for a change in tbe Oevolntfon Bnlet to that when einergeneka 
arote in the Oovernnent of the Central Provincee there wonid be no dtatinction 
of Transferred and Beserved enbjfcta and that alieziating Tianaferred sabjeets wtn:d 
U> transfened to tbe existing Kxecntive ConneiJlors of (lovernment. If that coatin' 
g**ney e««r arote, no one will be more happy, no one will be more anxions to 

oongrntnlate the Hon. the Finance Hember than we of tbe Swaraj Party. That \» 

exactly what we are aiming at and that it what we are pledged to do. 

Then, Sir, the Hon. Sir Moropont Josbi hat empbatited one point and asked nt a 
definite qnetCion. He says •* why of all tbe provincft the Cential Provinces has been 
tuocessfnr V One explanation 1 have got, and which is psyobologieal and which lies in 
tbe Central Provincts being the htart of India ; it knows bow to Beat for tbe feelings 
of the rest of the conntry. Onr friends in other provinces have made a tactical erior 
in ignoring tbe importanoe of tbe provincial legislatnres as field of action and Jayisg 
andQH emphasis in trying to capture the macbinery of tbe Jndian Legislative Assembly 
with the result that in most of the advanced provinces the majority of tbe stats have 

been captured by members of the Swaraj Party. II we go to tbe United ProvinccF^ 

we will find that tbe Swarajya Party there has entered tbe Legislative Asicmhly tu 
the total exolosion of all other political parties. Similarly in Bombay, in Bengal and 
even in tho benigbffd presidency of Madras tbe Swarajists are in an absolute majority 
This is not a unique feature of the backward Central Provinces only but is tbe cast- 
jn every advanced province. It was an nnfortnnate strategic lapse for which no one 
need be* thanked. My Hon. friend to my left must share tbe credit for the prepondeia- 
tlng majority I share with him. We know, Sir, in attempting to wage war against 
the bureaucracy the Central Provinoes’ds onr battle-field. The first battle for ies> 
|)onsible Qovernment will be in tbe Central Provinces and tbe whole country is 
watching with feverish anxiety for results which may surprise many. And I wivh 
to say we shall not s^are any possible effort to achieve wbat we intend to do. 

Then the third point which the Hon'ble tbe Home Member would emphasise is 
• What would Cohmel Wedgwood think of us when be becomes tbe Secretary ot 
Bfato,’ Wo are usfd to that sort of es«officio loyalty to tbe coming Secretaries of States 
all along. Tbe Liberals have been never tired of telling *if yon are unreasonable 
and overbearing, tho party In power in England will not help.* That day is gom . 
This game of Indian hbcrale has been going on for many years and the British 
Government knows w<ll how to deal with them. We of tbe Kationalbt Party bate 
our claim for the attainment of Swaraj not on tbe patronage of any political party 
in England, hut on our inlierout right and capacity to exact it from those who bsvc 
arrogated all power to themselves. 

AWAKRNXD l.VDiA AND KLZIIINATTON OP EVILB 

Indian Nationalism has awakened to tbe truth of elimiDatiog certain evils as 'a 
P^'eUminary to the attainment of Swaraj. That evil Is the debasing domination of ac 
alien and selfish bureaucracy. Our first battle will be begun. Ibe temper that the 
members of tbe British element bae shown ns to-day is a sufficient index of what tbe 
future Is going to be and we shall manipulate < ur forces as occasion requires. 1 r*? 
ihember very sigoificant expressions used in the last d* bate of the Legislative Assembly 

by Sir Malcolm H.rley, the m<idr intellectnal spokesman of the Indian Civil Service. 

^Pacific Qotbs and Oonititntionai Huns* and I bsve also seen to-day the way io 

which tbe European members of this Council have tried to ntilize tbe provisions or 

the Oovrrnment of India Act at d have trkd to explain away the principles of the 
Government of lnd<a Act. We require no lurtber demonstration. It there is ort 
class of men to whom those epithets eonld be su ^abJy applied it is to the represen- 
tatives of tht^ European Services in this House. If ever the history of rbsponFibL 
Government in India is going to be written in this country, sufficient space won! : 
have to be allotted to these worthies for explaining away a statute of tbe British 
Parliament and negativing the fundamental principles conceived by it. 

If the motion before ns to-day is carried bv this House, there arc two rr> 
imnsibUities which accrue from it. The responsibility, If this motion is carrui. 
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pqm iIm two Miaiolen. If feliej foti^ it wooUl be ««1U If Ihev do aot. we 
bote to loooid^ tbe Coaoeil how oBiotifteot the BtUleh PorlioaeBt hoowo 


il^ hote to loooid the Coaoeil how oBietifteot the Btitleh PerliiuBeBt hoowo 
li Ibe OoftnpM&t of lodlo hot wm ttroogoloted mad moiileted lo the hell of 
the Ototral Ptovtoeee logieletlfe OoooeU bj the Hoo'ble Biolitet tor Bxolee eod 
the Bbo’bie Mioieler lor PiJgrieeege of tiili proviooe. They will hete to eoiwer 
thie before the her of lodien hietory. I eak them to think oter end reellie whet 
they ore doing. 

mm FOOBbiM Bopooa mm ootbbmoo 


Speeking of the leeponeibllity of Ooternort ee eo eeedemio lobjeet, I went to 

empbeeiee on thoee who enjoy the powere of e Governor tbet thorn powere ere 

not illneory. The power giten to the eleetorete end to the Jegleletni^ nnder the 
Oofernment of Indie Act with reference to the treneferied eobjeetc^ eie meent to 
be icnl end to be efleotive. If there to ' e CK>vernor who cennol reepond to the 
denend of the Legliletiee Connoil, if there to e Oofernor who oennot reepeot the 
feeling of the eleotorete. it there to e Qofernor thet estote in the Empire who 
cennot be retponaiee in the direotiona I hete mentioned, be mnat be remored end 
recelled. 1 will oite in anppott of whet 1 aey e qnotetlon from the eery pmeon 
who oonoeifed the idee of dierchy, I will oite from Mr. Cnrtia* woik known ea 
•'Dyereby*'. He aeya-***I hope thet e Governor who interlerea with powera cteerty 
veated in Miniatera end L^ialetive Connoila, or leila to anpport them in tl^ 

czeention of thme poweqi, will be aommerUy recelled.'* 1 warn every mimber of 
thia Honae to beer tbet in mind, 1 wern my two frienda the Hon'ble Minlatere 
to beer tbet In mind. Are they prepered to oompel thia Legtoletlve Connoil to 
crealo e fomideble agitation lhat will aneblo ua to movo for the recall of Hia 

Eecalloncy if ho faila In the diachatga of hia raaponaibility to the Laglalativo Counol 
beeanae be hea failed in the diacharge ol hia duty to ;tbe Britiah Petliementf 1 
hope, Sir, that they ere taking e very aetiona reaponaibiJity and t will etk them 
to think twice before they apnrn the decialon of tbto Honm. it it worth while 
after ell the tronbloee timea we have jnat peaaed to create tbto agitation ? la It 
to aerve the people of Indie or of the Oentrel Provincea tbet they ere taking thia 
ceorie ? 1 appeal to the Hon’ble membera with ell the eerneatneaa 1 oen commend, not 
to abet in the atirrlng op of an evofdebic agitation. There ia no other elternetife 
before ns. If it ia not poiaible for the Government, it it to not poaaible for those 

in eotbority to neoept the motion by peranedlng the Ministers iti rraigo, or in 

ceae they fail to dlamtoa them, the only eiternetive for na la to walk oat of thii 
Connoil at thia very moment, go from village to village and tell tbonaenda of onr 
people la tbo Oentrel Provinoes that a Governor who faila to diaobnrge hia dnty 
does not daaerve to be veated with puwer. That is the programme to which we 
are pledged and whioh we mean to do. They alone can »ave the bitoation. If 

the Hon'ble Mintotcro are nnziona to do public aervioe, there are other Inatltntiona 

than Dyarchy and 1 bag of them to think eerionaly and to ponder a hundred timee 
before they doeide to dont, l^fore they want to trample pnblie opinion as the Anglo- 
Indian hnieaaeraey baa bwa doing daring the last I AO years, 1 dealre to avoid a 
■itoation in wbiob wa aball ba oompell^ to repndiate the eonutitniional antbority of 
the Miniatera. Moat of the Swarajiata are oontroUing local bodiei and, I asaora you, 
Sir, that if the Miniatera oontinne in office, the local bodica, Lo‘*al Boarda, Moolci- 
palitiee and Tillage Panobayeta, will be perfectly jasti8cd lo repudiating them. 1 am 
•peakiag, l^ir, wiib remnsibility as a responsible bead of more than one Leeal Body. 
Many of my frienda nera may not recognise the antbority of the Ministers for a 
tingle moment it they peratot in holding office inspite ol the adverse vote here. We 
•hall not carry , out thaif orders. That to the poeftion. And in doing eo, we 
shall be perfeotiy oonatUntional, we shall be perfeotly legal and within the four 
eorneie of the Government of India Act. Yon oaaaot trifle away with the feelinn 
of 140 thonoand of your eonntrymen in favonr of a few baieanorats in the portale 
of the C. F, Seoinfariat, 


THE AtTBEMATlVE BBPORB TBB GOVBBIfOn. 


He tlMi uid : •♦What is the alternative to Hto ExceUeaey the Govenwr ? 
i w n eoggest. If I may do eo. ao acoet>table eompramlso. The prodeat aad 
ccnsiitatloaal step would be to di.iiiiei the ilialsters and to carry on 
’he Government trader the other provisione of the Goveenraent of Indin 
Act. That wili po^cHy satbfy ne eo far ae this motim is conMned'*. 
Mr. ^btra appealed to the British Members of the COuneil. who 

'‘Av* peotstenHy heon oppoe^ to Diarchy, to help hioi to end it. 


S8 
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THE VOTING 

TIm M'eonfidanM omHom wm ibw put lo ««t« at alMfit 6*45 P. M. tad 
•dtebr^d rOnrM. A .poll wm domondod with the fOtiiH tbot 44^oted for tbo 
molioa ond 24 ogoiott U. Ttio motioo roadt «§ follows 

**Thiiit a foioial oddroat bo m)vod to H. E. the Govoroor from thb Hoitao 
Ottbrn Itiof that iba Hoa'bla tho Min'tloro do not aojoy tho coofidoBeo of tho 
Coondl and bo bo plooiOd to roquoot thorn to toaigo. 

ns MBaSAGB TO TBB GOVBBBOF. 

Alter the *no confidence’ resolution was passed Doctor Moonjee. 
leader of the Swaraj Party, handed over to the Hon. President a message 
from the Council to tbe Governor to be presented through him as 
Preiident. Tbe Government members objected and after arguments on 
both sides tbe President ruled that for want of previous notice discussion 
in support of the message was not in order. The message runs thus : — 

*Your Excellency, this Councti respectfully places^ before your 
Excf llency for your Excellency's immediate and most earnest consideration 
tbe .peculiar constitutional situation that has developed as a result of 
discussion on the motion of no confi fence in the Ministers that has just 
beeu adopted by this House. It is as follows ' 

* That it is unconstitutional to appoint ministers who do not command 
the support of the majority in this House and do not therefore represent 
•and are not competent to place at the disposal of tbe Government the 
wishes of tbe people as expressed by their representatives in the Legislative 
Council and that such action is quite contrary to the spirit of the Govern- 
ment of India Act under which these reformed legislative councils have 
been constitutei. and also to that of the instrument of instructions of H. M. 
the King Emperor to H. E. the Governor of these provinces, and also to 
that of the Royal Proclamation ot December 24th, iqiq, and overrides 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee. 

•That your Excellency is already aware that tbe majority party in tbe 
■Council is pledged not to accept office till the present system of Govern- 
ment is mended suitably to the wishes of the people on tbe principle 
of self-determination ; that consequently the working ot your ExcOlleocy's 
*Goveniment of the Province on constitutional lines bas^ now become an 
Impossibility and thus a situation of grave constitutional crisis has arisen. 

'Under the circumstances this Council respectfully requests Your 
Excellency to bring this grave constitueioual crisis to the notice of tbe 
Cover nmeot of India and tbe Secretary of State in Council at an early 
dgte requesting them to taka immediate steps to establish Jull responsible 
^Sovemment (Swaraj) in India in accordance with the national demand to 
Se shortly presented to H. E. the Viceroy. 

TBS VOUJNOtL ruSN APJOV^D SINS DIM. 

The Budget SesXtbn — March 1924 

Tbe C. P. Legislative Cpunj^ commenced its Budget session cn ^th 
Mardbi 1924 witli a fully pael^ Hpiise . 

The Hon. Mr, B. P. IStanden, Finance^ -Member, presented Ibe 
Budgit (or the y^r 1924*1925, It showed b revenue of about 532 Jpcbs 
and in expenditure ot 529! lakhs— an increase of 3} lakhs ov^^ tbe 
Revised estimate for Mat year. Details /pre omittei * as the Budgil was 
not igactibaed. / 

Wholesale Rejeo^^ of Govt, Bills 

Tbe Hon, Mr. S. M. Chitnav%r]ilinister for Education, re-introduced 
two Government IBIIls* one Umt >bi the Central Pi bvincea Education 
Amendmmit and the other ^ Central Provinces Madab Smoking Bill. 
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But both weft sntnmarily ftjeeted by the Swunjiets* oveiwhelmioc' 
fflaiUclty« 23 being lor and 37 against the motion. 

In opposing these Government measures, Mr. Raghavendra Rao 
sucdoiiy brought home to the House the glaring inconsistency of 
MhiMers stitl persistiiig in holding offices and said that in doing so 
he was dominated purely by constitutional considerations. As the 
resnlt of passing of the No-confidence motion people all over the country 
thought that the Ministers would themselves immediately resign or the 
Governor will dismiss them forthwith. But so far nothing has yet come 
to pass, and therefore Swarajists were bound to oppose every measure 
brought by Ministers. 

Hon. Ml. S. M. Cbitnavis made personal explanation in which 
he stated that imxnediately after the passing of the ** No*Confidence 
motion he had intimated to H. £. the Governor his unwillingness to 
continue in office, but be was asked to continue for some time to 
come and hence he was still there. 

The other Minister, the Hon. Sayed Hifazatali, re-introduced the Central 
Provinces Weights and Measures of Capacity bill but this too met with 
a similar fate. The Hon'ble Mr. Standen then moved the Central l^o- 
vioces Tenancy (Amendment). Bill, but Swarajists opposed it and the 
Government again was defeated. 

On MARCH 3th, the Council met for non-ofTicial resolutions, 
rhe first resolution moved by Mr. Gavai, proposing increase of pay of 
Kamdar Mahars in Berar, was lost Swarajists remaining indifferent. 

Mr. Korde moved that the Government should supply lx>riDg 
machioes to the public in Berar in view of water scarcity. Government 
opposed the resolution which was carried by 40 votes against 15, the 
Swarajists supportiug it, 

Mr. D K. Kane moved that before making further new appoint- 
ments of Bench Magistrates or Honorary Magistrates the opinion 
of local bodies should be obtained by Government and no person who 
IS not approved by ibe local bodies should be appointed by the Govern- 
ment. Speeches were made strongly criticising the method of selection 
of these Magistrates. Dr. Moenje appealed to Mr. Kane to withdraw 
the resolution as the objective of the Swaraj party was clear and they 
did not wish to waste time over these details. Mr. Kane then withdrew 
his resolution. 

Mr. K P. Pande moved on behalf of Mr. P. C. Bose that .the 
proposal of the Retrenchment Committee bringing all Conservators ' of 
forests offices to Nagpur be not given effect to. It was passed against 
fiovt. by a big majority. 

Mr M. K, Golwalkar moved a resolution recommending to 
Government that immediate steps should be taken to reserve one 
Judgeship in the Judicial Commissioners' Court for members of the C. P. 
Judicial Service and that, the next vacancy should be filled by one of 
them. He quoted fiura the speeches of the Home Member in 1921 and 
strongly pressed that the Governmeot should accept the resolution 
and Dot explain away their previous promise. 

The Hon. Sir M. V. Joshi said that the Government had no iutentioo 
resiliog from its former position vjz, that an officer of the Provincial 
Judicial Service was eligible to get post but not necessarily get it at 
once. The Government promise did not extend beyond removing the 
ban on that Service but as to the question of giving effect to it imme- 
diately it was impossible because there were six seniors in the Indian 
Civil Service whose claims could not be ignored ! 

Government opposed the resolution which was however carried by 37 

against 15 votes. 
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On MARCH 6tb snppi^entAry grtntt were takm np and atl 
demanda were rejected by overwbdmlng Swarajist najcrlty^ 

Alter a lew questiooi wbre aaiwered tbe Hoo. Sir M. V. Joabi, Home 
Member^ lormally moved that Rs. 45,000 be voted lor stamps. Mr* Ragba* 
vendra Eae, on t^ball ol tbe Swarajists, while ppposisg Ibis aotloii said that 
he was only exercising his constitntioiial right ol the Legiidature. 

The Ministers failed to resign even alter the passing ol the no- 
conBdence moiioh and the request addressed to tbe C. P. Government 
to place on -table the correspondence that passed between ^e Govern- 
ment of C. P. and the Gbvernor-General-in-Council on the sHnation 
created by constitutional crista was not complied with, and the Government 
has thus treated tbe Legislature with the greatest possible discourtesy. 
Thus tbe Legislature was perfectly within its rights to reject the 
demand made on beball ol Government. The motion was put and rejected. 

Tbe Hon. B. P. Standen, Finance Member, then moved tbe motion 
lor Supplementary demand ol Rs. 2,34,000 lor superannuation allowances 
and p^sioDS which was again reject^ by an overwhelming majority. 

These coUosal defeats seemed to. have created much . nervousness 
among Government members snd the general discussion over the Budget 
which followed was keenly watched both on this and the next day. 

On MARCH 8th voting took place on Government grants which 
were summarily rejected one by one by soUd Swarajist majority. While 
formally moving tbe Government demand of Rs. 24,62,400 noder Land 
Revenue Reserved, tbe Hon'ble Mr. B. P. Standen said that as the Swaraj- 
ists were determined to throw out the whole budget on political issues 
be was not going to make a long statement. On being put to vote 
the motion was rejected by 39 to 22. 

Under Excise transferred, the Hon. Mr. Chitnavis moved for the 
grant ol Rs. 7 > 47 >c><X’* '^be motion was similarly lost. Demands lor 
grants under Stamps, Forest, Registration, Irrigation and Geneml adminis- 
tration Reserved were moved and rejected without discussion ordivisioo. 

Reduction of Minister'a Salaries 

Alter the Government giants were rejected, Mr. K. P. Vaidya 
pressed his amendments of reducing the Ministers’ salaiy to Rs. 
2 per year when the whole House burst into laughter. Alter the 
tn^ver ol the amendment had read out his speech, Doctor Mooojee. 
said be could not reject the whole Salary ol the Ministers as under the 
rules he had to vote only a minimum sum. 

The Hou'ble B. P. Staoden opposed this amendment and said that 
tbe Government would accept any motion for tbe reduction of pay of 
the Ministers. If the salary was reduced to a Agure which made it so 
small that the Ministers could nut serve and to ridicule tbe Ministers 
and also |l the Government found they could not retain the Ministers 
in office, it would be necessary Iqt His Excellency to take over the 
tbe . Transferred subjects under temporary administiatida rules pending 
reference to the Secretary of S'ate for India lor the reservation of 
those subjects (hear, beer Iroin Swarajist bench^)« 

More Demands Rejected' 

Then proceeded volina oh g raoto lor Mi an hour and had the 
rules permitted, the Hon^bie. Present; au^^ the Government movers 
would have been spa^ much tmubfe" stand and repeat ^er 
agatn the government ^ demanda with Oisi most formal technicalnles. 
The entire budget was tbmwn discuidoo or divlsioo 

in forty minutes, tkiii out of a/total provincTal expenditure of 

5*<9i3<^ooo, the 9 wafa|iats voted maly Re. 2/-! 
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Abolitioa of Divisioiial ComoilMloaecddps 

Alter thiit, jioo*official resolotlbns were taken mud Mr* K. P* 
Pai 4 e*m resolution recommending ^abolition of Divisional Commisstoners* 
poeti during the present financial year' was carried by an overwheim- 
log iBajoiity to the utter dismay of the Government mud the nominated 
members. 

Preferential Treatment to Depressed Class Students 

The resolution moved by Mr Or A. Gavai repremttng the depres- 
sed classes recommending the depressed class students co be admitted 
preferentially without any consideimtion of marks they get in the 
exafflioationp. waa carried by 44 votes to 10, the Swarajists soUd'y 
voting with the mover. 

TBB ADJOURMMBMT tlfOTION. 

The adjournment motion on the afiairs of Narsinghpur was then 
taken up. Mr. Nelson gave the government version, white Messrs R 
S. Sbukla and Daulat Singh narrated the true facts. After about 2 
hours* discussion Messrs Rao and Moonje attempted to put the matter 
to vote which would have been tantamount to a vote of censure, 
but the President ruled it out of order. The Council then adjourned 
tiU the 10th. 


BOYCOTT ^OF BRITISH GOODS. 

On MARCH lotb the Council met for the last time. After inter- 
pellations Dr. N. B. Kbare. (Swarajist) moved his resolution to the effect 
that no articles mannfactured in any part of the British Empire out* 
$ide India should be used in any department by the local Government 
or by its contractors unless they are not obtainable in any other part 
of the world." He said that so long as power rests with alien masters 
no encouragement to indigenous industries conflicting with those of British 
capitalism can be ex|^cted (laughter). The British came to India as 
traders and the consolidated British power was ruthlessly used by the 
Biitish Parliament to kill Indian industry. After citing historical evi* 
dence to prove his contention, the speaker remarked that if India bad 
been independent she would have retaliated and imposed prohibitive 
duties oh the British goods. The part of the resolution which re* 
commended pucebase of articles from other countries except British was 
based on political consideration. The adoption of this resolution, he said, 
would be the best way of reaching the British electorate and drawing 
their attention to the misdeeds of their Agents in India. The Britisher 
is supposed to keep his conscience in bis pocket and hoped that it 
may he roosed from slumber by picking boles in it and thus may be 
induced to listen to the voice of reason and justice (laughter). The 
si>eaker applied in conclusion to the Government members to vote 
for the r^^ution if they really felt the insults hurled upon India by 
England and her Colonies. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Standen demanded a division which showed 40 
for and 22 against. 

TBB SWARAJISTS* MBS8AQE TO SBCRBTABY OF STATS, 

Dr. Ifdonjee, the leader the Sgrarajist Party, then presented a 
long message to the Secretaryn state to be communicated through the 
Hon'ble President and H. E. the Governor which the Hon'b'e President, 
^ir G. If. Chitnavis, after atating at great length bis reasons ruled out 
cf order though the said message waa altowed to be read in the House. 

After this the President declared the Council prorogued. 

S 3 e 
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LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

The follewing it the test of the letter referred to aboi^ t— 

S.r, 

1 have to ioform you that 1 shall propose in this seasioa of 
the Central Provinces legislative Coandl under standing order 73 (2) 
that the accompanying communication as an expression ol 0|dtilra of 
this Council in response to the appeal of the Secretary of State for 
India for friendly co-operation with the Government for finding out 
**a proper line towards Home Rule in India'* be forwarded thcongh 
the President to H. K. the Governor and 1 hope and trust yon will 
be good enough to give full opportuniUes to all for lull discussion of 
this draft communication. 

Nagpur City C. P. 1 Yours faithfully, 

3th March, t 2 . J S. MoonjB. 

COMMUNICATION. 

This Legislative Council of the Central Psovinces respectfnlty re- 
quests H. £. the Governor to convey to the Right Honourable Lord 
Olivier, His Majesty's Secretary ol State for India, the i pinion of tbii 
•Council expressed as follows on the situation created by the grrat 
Labour Party comiog into in England and the statement regard- 

ing India made by the Secretary of State for India on the 26th Februaiy, 
1924 

2. The accession to power of the Great Labour Party of England 
bad raised high hopes in India that the time had at last come lor 
the practical vindication of the claims of loudly proclaimed mission 
of England in India, for it connoted to India the enthronement oi 
the great piinciples oi equal ty, justice and self-determination, the three 
essential elements of Democracy, in the policy of the British Ministiy 
and it was believed that it wfil have a determining effect when the 
British Cabinet will be called upon to settle the future relations between 
England and India as it has been called upon to do. 

2. It needs no special mention here that it is for effecting a 
practical consummation of these hgb principles in the worid*8 daily 
life that the Great Labour Party itseii has been brought, ^into being 
and that its coming to power now, after a long conmged struggle, 
had Jed India to hope that it can rely on its acmh and virile 
support in her efforts at attaining her birth- right of Swarajya, i.e, full 
Responsible Government and Dominion Status by n process oi * ‘Blood- 
less Revolution" similar to one by means ol which tbe Labour Party 
itself* as has been so aptly described by one of his oolleaguea in the 
ministry, has succeeded in comiog to power. But the statement ot 
the Secretary of State for India, embodying as it does not only his 
own but also the considered opinion of His Majesty's Government, is 
so very unfortunate, particularly under the present ciicumstances in 
India, that it cannot but be regarded as highly unsatb factory and 
disappoiotiug in that it propounds the fcilowing conclusions 

(a) That the position taken in the pieamble ot the Government 
of India Act of 1919 that progress in the policy of progressive realisa- 
tion of responsible government can be achieved by successive stages, 
and that the tme and manner of eadi such advance oati be deter 
mined only by Parliament, has been folly supported and iven such s 
progressive r^ieation oi responsible government is now regarded, it 
appears, merely as an ultimate ideal and not as an item of practical 
politics realisable in the near future* 
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Ttiftt tbe Sebretary of State could not eee his wav to ao 
iutINv than what Sir Haloolm Hailey/ the Home Member of the 
Gogdliimeiit of India, calls the Departmental enquiry for finding out 
deffcls. if any, in the working o the pr sent Government of India 
Act and remedying them : but that if it be found that on such 
enqukies no advance is possible under the rule*making power already 
provided by the Parliament under the statute, then the ‘'question of 
advance must be left as an entir^y open and separate issue on which 
the Govetnmeot is in no way committed/* 

(c) That the establishment of lull responsible government in India* 
now cm the recommendations of a Round Table Conference as pro- 
posed by the Swaraj ya Party and accepted by the Le^slative Assembly, 
would be more than perilous and would be big with disaster to the 
people of India and His Majesty’s Government is not prepared to accept tbe 
responsibilily involved. 

(d) That though His Majesty’s Government has pinned its faith to the 
programme of Conatituticmal Democracy, conditions indispensable for 
stable working of that system as are existing in Europe and America 
are not at present established in India and cannot be established at a lew 
months’ notice by the deliberations of a Hound Table Conference or the 
permature app'^intment of a Commission under tbe Government of ludia 
Act. 

3. These conclusions run counter to the general principles aod 
particularly that of self*deteimlnation advocated by the Labour Party 
which cannot be better elucidated than by quoting here the Resolntion 
adopted by the Labour Party in one of its conferences, which is as 
follows 

**1hi8 Conference demands tbe lull and frank application of the 
principle of self-determination in tbe organisation of the Government of 
India that is now in progress in such a way as to justify all tbe legitimate 
aspirations of tbe Indian people It empbaticahy piotests againsi tbe 
militarist and reprfssive measures adopted by the British Government 
aod expresses its sympathy with the peoples now bold in subjection. Ic 
f^enies the right of anv Government to govern a people against the will 
ol the majority. Whilst expresnog tbe hope that all tbe peoples 
in the British Empire will prefer to remain as parts of the Empire as 
soon as their aspirations have been dealt w*th in a thoroughly conciliatory 
manner, by the granting of adequate measures of autonomy, it declares 
tbe final decision must rest with those people thcm>e1ves.” 

4* It is sad to contemplate that the statement of the Secretary 
oi Sta*e lor India has reassured the reactioDanes and die-hards in England 
by falsifying and removing spprebenHons that were raised in them as a 
natural consequence of the noble reputation established by the Labour 
Party, and the ('oundl bat noted with paiolul surpiise that during tbe 
dictate on tl e statement in the House of Lords. Lord Melton should have 
been encf^uraged to remark, drawing as if it were a sigh of relief, that 
'after Lord Oliver's statement, his apprehensioni that he had leanings 
towards the policy of abdication were at any rate materially allayed/* 

5 * We hereby beg leave to take this tbe earliest opportunity < I 
bringing to your notice that in tbe course of our working in this Council a 
Mtuatioo ol grave constitutional crisis bat developed, offering in its 
solution a long cherished opportunity to tbe Labour Party of England* 
“ had so desired, of giving practical efiect to those noble principles 
and of reviving and restoring the faith of Indians in tbe good wishes of 
f-Dgland towards India, which alone can automatically propel India 
to come nearer to England rather than to stand apart from her, to get 
at her reason and ber good-wUI/* 
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6. This Council echoes with emphasis the optoion^ so pithiiy 
expressed in the message sent to India by the Prime Minister on th.- 
eve oi the accession to power ol the Laboor Paity, that this ** approach 
and the good will should be mntuar^ and gladly responds to the appeal 
by declaring that Non-co-operators as most of us are, we are folly 
prepared to co-cperate with the British Government |f it equally 
prepared to maintain the dignity and Self-respect of the Indian nation 
cf historic civilisation by conceding to her the right of self-determination 
in her attempts to formulate her own constitution for full responsible 
government of Dominion Status within the British Empire. 

7. It should be.no news to you that ever since its inception the 
preamble to the Government of India Act oi 1919 and particnlarly that 

the time and manner of each advance can be determined only by the 
Parliament " has been repudiated by the Indian National Congress, the 
premier political organisation of the Indian people, irrespective of their caste 
or creed, and that ever since its promulgation, the one theme that 
has been exercising the minds of all political parties composing the Indian 
National Congress has been with practical unanimity that Indiana and 
Indians alone shall be the final atbiters and « determiners of India's 
political dcitiny and status within the British Empire. 

8. The buuation cf grave constitutional crisis referred to above, 
as developed in this Council, is briefly as follows : — 

(1) That H. £. the Governor has appointed Ministers who do not 
ccmmand the support of the majority in this House and do not tberelcre 
lepresent and are not competent to place at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment the wbbes cf the people as expressed by their representive in the 
Legislative Council and that such action is quite contrary to the spirit of the 
Government of India Act under which these Keformed Councils bavr 
been constituted and also to that ol the Instrument of Instructions 
ol His Majesty the King-Emperor to H. £. the Govercor 01 these Provinces 
and also to that ol the Royal Proclamation of December 24th, 1919, and 
over-rides the recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee. 

(2) 1 bat (he majority party in the Council is pledged not to accept 
oflice till the present dlarcbical system of government, which has been 
iborougMy condemned on all hands, is mended suitably to the wishes 
of the people on the principle of self-determination, so as to grant 
Dominion Status and full Responsible Government in the Central and \bv 
Provincial Goviroments. 

(3) *1 hat consequently the constitutional working ol the Government 
oi these Provinces as at present constituted has uow become an im- 
posstbiliiy thus precipitating the situation cf grave const itutioiial crisis. 

This Council, under the circ umstances, respectfully suggeala that the 
only just and proper solution oi the oifi&culty, leeuliiog in oiMittial advao* 
tage and establishment of good-will, peace and cooieotfitieiilt, lies in 
granting the right oi self-deteiminatiou to the people olf. and the 

^ early mending of the present Government of It dia act to embody the 
constitution which the people of India themselves shall have framed. 
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Chronicle of Event*. 

12 JM. 24" Col. Wedgwood ipewkfiig al w ecmfeteiiee ol tlie Uniferolt j Lebeiif Fcdera- 
tloii at Toynbee Hall aaid that India would pfofo the teit of a 
Labour Oort.— thej wonkl aeeelerate the eontereion of India into a 
SeU-Ooteiniag Dominion. 

15 Jan. 24— Parllamenk opened H« M. the Ktng-Bmperor— no rrferenoe to India 
intbeSing'e Bpem« bnt one to Angb-Afgban relatione. 

20 Jao. 24"Mr. Bamiaj Macdonala^a famow meeiage to India broad-eaeted. 

22 Jao. 24— Sir. Bamaay Maodonald beeomee Premier ; Labonr Party eomee to offlee. 

22 Jao. 24— liord Olitier maio Seetetary of State lor India ; Prof. Biefaardi the 
Under tlectetary. 

12 Jfeb. 24"ln the Oommone Mr. Wardlaw. HJne aiked qoeetion about release of 
Qaodhf. Prof. Biohardi replied that hta feleaie'^waa left at the fail 
dieeretion of the Oort, of India. 

IS Feb. 24—ln the Lorde Lord Patmoor aunonnoed that Lord OllTier would make a 
statement on India on tbe 19tb. 

IS Feb. 24— Interpellations in Commons on : Indian pnrebaie of German Loco- 
motifes— Bednetion of Indian Poliee— I^e Commission fiepott— 
Boycott of British goods in Bombay— Tbe Nisam^ olaim to toar— 
The Kenya Committee— Hesopotamian Bitnation. 

20 Feb. 24— Independent Labour Party issued statement of tbeir policy towards 
India, fully supporting Indian claims. 

20 Feb. 24 — Lord OUtier In making a statement on Indian Tariff and Imperial 
Preference in tbe Lords, said that no oonceition or preference conld 
be gifen witbont finding an Indian source of revenue. 

25 Feb. 24— Questions in tbe Commons on Lord Olivier’s Statement in tbe Lords 
neit day. 

25 Feb. 24— Lord Olivier’s statement in the Lords. 

25 Feb. 24— In tbe Honse of Commonc Mr. Thomas referring to Kenya Indians said 

that tbe Whites bad first tbe trust lor tbe natives to eseoutp. 

25 Feb. 24— The resumed debate iu the Lords— Lorde Metion and Balfour on India. 

B Mar. 24— Qoeitions in the Commons on: Round Table Conferenoe— on the Ban 

on Ur. Horn! man— On the Crown Colonies’ Committee. 

5 Mar. 24 —Cabinet Committee on India appointed.— Lord Olivier retracted bis state' 
meat on Salt-Tax. 

10 Mar. 24— Questions In tho Commons on : Lord Olivier’s Dictum on Balt Tax- 

on the question of Bound Table Conference— On Ben^ Regulation 
111 Ilf 1818— On the Massacre at Jalto. 

11 Max. 24— Mr, Lansbury*s motion of adjournment In tbe Commons on tbe Massacre 

at Jalto- Joint Parliamentary Standing Committee on Indian affairs 
moved la tbe Lords. 

17 Msr. 24— Salt Tax again in the Commons— On the Bombay Mill strike— On 
Bestpratlon of Grants— Joint Parliamentary Committee appointed. 



India in the British Parliament 

After the Qeneral Elections in England in December last Parliament 
was opened in State by H. M. the King on January 15, 1934. In the Ringg 
speech there was no reference to India but the mention of Afghauisthaii 
forbode evil. Within six days the Labour amendment to the Kings 
speech proposing a ” No-oonfldenoe” motion was passed and the Conservative 
Government fell. Mr. Ban^y Macdonald became the Labour Premier. 
The fall of the Biddwin Ministry ended the activities of I^rd Curzon and 
relieved India from the menace of another Afghan War. The tone for 
months past of Anglo-Indian and Juncker newspapers, the order of withdrawal 
of English ladies from Kabul, the utterances of the Simla Govt, the 
veiled threat in the King’s speech — all pointed to an Imperial plot 
to plunge the country into another war. Th's rising tide of discontent 
ill India was to be met by the diversions of War, the upshot of which 
naturally is more advancement and pension, more honours and emoluments 
t 4 ) the mighty fashioners of Imperial policy. 

The plot however failed. LaiK>ur came into i)o\ver on January 22 
and Simla hastily scrapped its war plans and subdued its repressive 
aidour. Speculation ran rife as to who was to be the new Secretary of 
St:itc for India ; and high hopes were entei-tained for the gallant Colonel 
Wedgwood. For the last three years Home Rule for India htwl formed a 
main plank in Labour’s political platform and the injustice done to India 
foimed one of their main denunciation of the capitalist Government in England. 
The National Executive of the Ijabour party issued in November I9z2 a 
manifesto, which said : ’Xabour advociites the recognition of the real 
iiidopendence of Egypt and and Self-Government of India'. So far back as 
June 1920, the annual Conference of the Labour party passed the following 
resolution “This Conference demands the full and frank application of the 
principal of Solf-determi nation in the organisation of the Govt, of India 
in such away as to justify all the legitimate aspirations of the Indian people”. 
Mr. Macdonald himself in his message to the famous Amritsar Congress of 
1919 declared that when Labour come into office it will not be bound by the 
objectionable clauses of the Reforms Act. Mr. Adamson, the Chairman of 
the Dibour party, reflected their settled policy **that the bill is a definite move 
in the right direction, our principle criticism being that it does not go far 
enough, and that we are failing to take the people of India themselves 
assist in the successful accomplishment of the great tasks we have In 
hand’. The Joint Council of the l.a)x)ur party and the Trade Union 
Congress passed a resolution on Feb. 22nd 1923 urging the people and 
tlu* Government in India to join in a conference of .ill shades of i)olitioal 
tb()iight, to explore the possibility of peace loosed on a general amnesty. 

After all these pledges Labour was expected to “deliver the goods. ’ 
IHsillusioiunent however soon came. Col. Wedgwood did not go to the 
Ij dia Oflioe, instead Sir Sydney Olivier, a Colonial Governor, was raised 
tin* iieeiuge and made the Indian Sec. of State. And the Premier on the 
of taking office sene the famous message to India couched in language, not 
e Labour leader, modelled on the forms of a Lloyd George 
^ Winston Churchill. Its imperialistic vein gladdened the hearts of the 
reactionaries in England and relieved much heart-burn. This waa 
riivcred to Saint Nih^ Singh and runs as follows;— 
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INDIA IN PARLIAMENT limiHm 

Th j Premier* Message* 

'"I watch sometimes with no little anxiety the progress of afairs in 
India. Daring all my political life I have anchored myself firmly upon 
the conviction that if progress is to be welbrooted it can only be carried 
on by what is called political or constitutional ways. We have seen in 
our ov^n generation all sorts of revolutionary movements which seemed 
to be successful and which have broken contacts with the past ; but in 
the end, after much physical suffering and the creation of evil tempers 
and a vicious spirit, they have had to return to pick up the contacts that 
had been biokeu and to apply the very principles they had reflected. 

I can see no hope in India if it becomes the arena of a struggle 
between constitutionalism and revolution. No party in Great Britain 
will be cowed by threats of force or by policies designed to bring 
Government to a standstill; and if any sections in India are under 
the delusion that that is not so. events will very sadly disappoint them. 
I would urge upon all the best friends of India to come nearer 
to us rather than to stand apart from us. to get at our reason and 
our goodwill. 

“ 1 deplore the evidence of a backwaid spirit in some sections here, 
but lot no one misread causes and effects. When an appeal is made 
to revolutionary methods, whether those methods are active force 
or passive force, a reaction towards the opposite extreme is bound 
to come, and men and parties of the most sincere goodwill are 
hustled off ihe stage, whilst the two forms of reaction — that of 
the Right and that of the Left— kick and tear and swear against 
«ach wther until the failure of both has been demonstrated. 

“ 1 know that the approach and the good-will should be mut\ial. 
My appeal is therefore not only to Indians but to the British constitu- 
encies as well.'’ 

Mr. George Lansbury. 

' This statement’ says Mr. Nohal »Siiigh, 'should be read in ooiijunctioii 
with a message received by mo from Mr. (jleorgo Ijansbury. Ho wrote 
to me a few dtiys ago in answer to my request : — 

“ Iho LalK)ur Party will soon bo in office though not in power. Our 
friends in India may rely that whoever is in charge of the India Office 
will be in full sympathy with all the best hopes and aspirations of Indian 
Natioimlists. They must not however exjiect miracles because the position 
of a Ijabour Government that is in office and not in power will be very 
difficult. 

Labour men will be able to introduce a new spirit into the relationships 
w*hich exist bow'cen the Indian people and the British 
of us who for years have been advocating a free paitnership between the 
two peoples will continue to do our best to bring this about. 

■* The Labour movement has never stood and never will stand for that 
blatant kind of Imperialism which considers people of another coloiir and 
another race either alien or inferior to ^thmselves. We believe in the 
principle of self-determination for aH nations, and therefore must at 
earliest possible moment assist in that principle to India, 

and all other countiies that come jw scope of what is known as the 
British Empire, but which we shall to call the Commonwealth. 



LABOUR LEADERS^ MESSAGE 2tT 

**The chief thing at this moment is that our Indian comrades 
sho^ exercise a little patieiice* give us aii opportunity of consolidating 
our position, and then together we shall be able to build such a Federated 
Commonwealth of free people bound together of their own free will as 
will finally lead to the federation of the world.” 

‘If these statements Mr. Nehal Singh says, ‘mean anything at all they 
mean that for the time being Lateuv, as it has come into othce, can do 
little for India except in the way of infusing a new spirit into the Indian 
Administration. Any move to help lr,dia which requires Parliamentary sanction 
will have to depend entirely uix)ii the good-will of the Liberals and Con- 
soi’vativos, for Labour does not have a clear, decisive majority in either 
House of Parliament. I doubt that Mr. Macdonald, by nature a omitious 
inaiK will embark upon such a course lightly and risk a defeat which I 
am sure would be cei*tain because the British people who are materially 
interested in India are so strongly represented in the new Parliament that 
they will not permit India to liecome adult.’ 

Ho continues : ‘India under Labour will, in any event, be bottei-olf 
tliiin under the Conservatives— and even under the Liborals. But, on the 
ntiier hand, I see no signs of Labour rushing in to deliver India from 
<h«* bureaucracy and make her self-sufficing in I'cspect of her domestic 
uffiiirs. 

‘Hope, therefore, must be tempered with sanity. It in list, moreover, 
be dearly recognised that if Mr. Macdonald is to do his best for India 
lie ran do so only if India fulfils the preoedent condition which he has laid 
down, namely, has abandoned what he calls ‘ methods of active or passive 
forco.^ 

CoJ. Wedgwood. 

In December last Mr, Nehal Singh interviewed Col. J. Wedgwood 
who, as everybody supix>sed then, was going to ))e the l^abour Secretary 
oi State for India. About this interview' Mr. Nehal Singh writes 
!iK follows : — 

‘T asked the Colonel what he thought of the position created in the 
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Councils by the unexpected gains 
of the ‘ Swaraj Party ” 

“ They were not unexpected by me ", he replied. “ The same 
iKisition might have been reached long ago if the Swarajists harl realised 
their strength. It was a great tactical blunder to abstain from Council 
inemhorship, and I am glad they have realised it themselves 

”iWhat do you think of the developments in Bengal and Mi iiisto rial 
prospects generally T 

“ Weil,” said the Colonel, “ I was extremely glad to see that Ixird 
Lyttoii had invited Mr. C. K, Das to take office, and I am e^iually glad to 
Ic iT ii that be has declined the offer. I don^t quite know what is to happen 

hut I suppose one of the other parties will try to cany on for the 

being, scraping together such support as they can from various 
qiMiteis But, the Col. confessed, that he was hoi>eles8 of finding any 
‘acting solution- under the present system. 

“ The result of the elections ", he went on," must force the question 
the revisioii of diarchy into the immediate forefront of Indiaii politics, 
e are bound to recognise that the result of the elections has been to put 
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into the Aseemblj and into the proTineial Legislatares the real leadm of 
Indian thought* and it is lor them to make good three wasted years. The 
best thing the 8war^ Party can do is to begin to prepare for the next 
elections* by which tima they may become wdl*Digh irresistible \ 

Colonel Wedgwood recognises the right of the Indian Opposition to 
resist all the measures of the Goremment by every constitutional means* 
but he draws the line at any obstruction deliberately designed to wreck 
the Councils* Such a policy* he thinks* is bound to fail because it only 
means stopping supi^ies* which is impracticable. Obstnictive non'co* 
operation is all right when a party Is in a minority* eapecrially a 
Nationalist Party* but when it comes into power (like the Swaraj 
Paity) such a policy becomes unworkable 

** Do you think that the Government of India Act^ could and should 
be revised before 1929* and may we look to a Labour Government to 
make a move in that direction T I asked. Colonel Wedgwood would 
give no pledge as to what might * be expected from any Government 
not yet in office* but he expressed his personal conviction that the 
Act would have to be revised before the expiration of the ten years 
period* and he thought the inquiry provided by the Act should com* 
menoe without delay. He was afraid that the Viceroy and the (Sovernors 
will be forced to rely more and more upon their powers of certiiica' 
tion if the Legislatures refuse to function. **But would that be possible 
under a Labour Government here"* I asked t It is inevitable under 
any Government*” he replied* ** until the Home Rule issue is finally settled/’ 

The Prennder’s Queen*8 Hall Speech. 

At the meeting held last year at the Queen s Hall in England 
on June 27th* to support the Indian demand of equality of status 
with the Dominions* Mr. Ramsay Macdonald presided and spoke as 
follows : — 

* The movement responsible lor this meeting is the Indian Constitir 
tioiial Movement and it aims at what* I think* most of us who have 
libeial minds must accept as the essential condition of Imperial unity, 
namely* the recognition of l>)minion Status for the great national 
elements of the Empire itself. 

‘ What Britisher can have any doubt 1 When we wept to India 
first of all and became responsible for its administration our represen* 
tatives made it perfectly clear that we wei'e not there as dictators 
nor as masters. We did not conquer India by the sword. 
declared* '"We will educate India; we will protect it in the ways of 
peace ; we will take it by the hand ; we will instruct it so that when 
the time comes— and we did npt use that expression as a method of 
indefinite procrastination but as a very definite expression— then we will 
say to the Indians: Your country is yours, your Government is yours. 
And we shall seek your justification not in your continued subjection to 
us but in your own capacity for Self-Rule and Self-Goverinnent.'* 

Mn more recent tunes during the war we recruited aia^ieB and 
ephsfed nuual fervour under tiie banner of nationalify. We nia(k 
our piomisea. We smd* 'Gome and kelp us in our hour of need* aid 
your rewaid is to >4 the seU-respeot tibat comes fiom sdl-fovernmeiit. 

'I believe tl^ some of our people have latlmrgone lack, up^^^ 
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I fci&vo some of them are not quite sure now but think we went too 
far* I bebeve that in the hearts of a good many of them there is a 
feefing that the promise was a bad promise. Very well. If it was heiA, 
you ean go. back upon it> but do remember this that if we do go baok 
upon our promise, we can only do it at the expense of our own good name. 

' As regards Kenya that is a more eomplioated problem. The Indian 
had pledges lo^rding that too. And he valued those pledges, l)eoauao 
he claims steadQy and persistently that, being a British oitisen in name, 
he should eidoy all the rights and equalities of British citiseiiship. 
Therefore, as the British immigrant becomes possessed of politioal authority 
over the natives he in possession of the land, the Indian regard that 
peculiar right or privil^e-^whiohever name you give it*-as being a 
peculiar attribute of British oitisenship, and in this particular colony, 
where he has been for generation, he declines to regard himself as a 
subordinate creature and ask the same privileges and those given to other 
British citizens in that Colony. In this region, there arc now thi*ee races, 
there is the White occupation, there is the Indian occupation, there is 
the African occupation. Whatever view may bo taken of that, I think you 
will all agm that that cneates a very complicated problem in Imperial 
statesmanship. Figures in relation to politioal authority have something 
more to do with the problem, and when the White immigrants oak that 
irrespective of numbers they should be put into supremo authority over 
the Indian settlers and the African natives, then that is a proposition 
which no intelligent Britisher will ever subsoribe to. I am not at all 
sure but that the only solution is the oontinuanoe of a form of Crown 
Colony Government until the situation is a little more straightened 
out and under which even-handed fairplay and justice and pi*oteotiori 
will be given to all. 

' The third point we are to discuss is the Salt Tax. The Salt Tax 
is a very old pix)blem and a very irritating one to the Indian Govern- 
ment. It has a past and its past is one of continued oontroversy. It is 
not so much financial. It is polirical. 

'It is exactly the same sort of thing as we fight here that the 
costs of Government should be borne by those who are most able to 
hear them and ought not to be put in uruus^ proportions upon the 
backs of people whose income \^a8 only just enough to keep them in 
a decent standard of living. 

'Its political origin at the present moment is to be found in the 
Howlatt Act far more than in any financial trouble in which India 
tiiids itself. That stupid piece of political blundering his been the 
«MU8e of all the troubles. So far as every true Britisher is coriooriied, 
ho will subscribe to the doctrine that the risks of freedom give a 
rfioater security to the Nation. I am not at all satisfied raysell that 
^hc extra Salt Tax has been a financial necessity. The only reason 

it could have been imposed in justice was that the extension of 
Indian iooome had stopped, that Indian Trade, Indian profits, Indian 
!*roperty had oeas^ to yield the required income for the Government 
the country, and of that I, for one, am not at all oonviciced.” 

So much for the Labour Premieres professions. The followi^ 
pages which record the proceedings of Parliament on Indian afaira 
show to what extent these professions have since been put into practice. 
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House of Omunons-Interpellationa on India. 

ykBHUAhY J8TH, im 
Purchase of Qerman I.i6comoiives 

Oi) the 1 8th February last a series of questions were asked regarding 
the acceptance of a Hanover firms* tender for five locomotives for State 
i^ailways in India. Col. Howard Bury urged that in view of the great 
unemployment in the iron and steel trades of Britain, the Undersecretary 
for India should take steps, by amending the East India Loans Act or 
otherwise, to ensure that contracts for Indian State railways are placed 
with British firms. Mr. Hannon and Sir Grattan Doyle put similar 
(iiiestious. 

Prof. KICHARDS implying emphasised that the High Commissione i 
now purchased stores for the Government of India. ’ He was directlj 
responsible to the Government of India and in accordance with the 
resolutions of the Indian Legislative .Assembly, accepted by the Goveiir 
inent of India, these purchases, in the interest \>i the Indian taxpayer, 
wore made in the best market. The High Commissioner, under irstiuc* 
tions, followed the ordinaiy business principle of accepting the lowest 
HHtisfacioiy tei.der. With regard to quality, reliability and other cot.' 
sidoratioits, he pointed out that British manufactures, under the conditioi s 
laid down, would be able to secure the great bulk of the orders placed. 

Replying to Mr. l^uiglo, Prof. Richards said that he was aware 
that Karl Wiriteiton in the last session when the East India Ijoans Act 
was passed, successfully resisted, on behalf of the late Government, an 
nmoiidmerit such as was suggested in the question. He added that 
liOid Olivier did not consider that it would be equitable to limit 
the discretion of the Government of India in this matter by the 
amendment of the East India Ijoans Act or otherwise. 

Replying to Mr. Reuier, Prof. Richards said that during two years 
only a vei-y small proportion of orders for the ^noaterial required )».v 
the Indian State railways were placed on the Continent. No purchast^ 
of Indian railway material by the Government of India was being made- 
from the proceeds of the loans guaranteed by His Majesty *8 Govciir 
ment. 

He poiiited out that last year, about h7 |>er cent, cf such oulcis 
Cline to Britain. 

Reduction of Indian I^oliee 

Iieplying to Col. Yate, who alleged that leductions in the Indian 
Police had resulted in a gieat increase in crime, Prof. Richards declared 
that there was a geneml decrease in crime, despite an increase in ciinio.s 
of violence in ceitliin provinces, while the strength of the foroe had 
1)6011 generally maintained or increased. 

He referred to the reductions in Bengal and the Puqjab and dcclarerl 
that cleai'ly the Governments concerned were devoting to this branch 
of administration their full attention and jis laige funds as their resources 
l»einiitted^ 

Lee GommieiMon Rei)oit 

Replying to Mr. Hope Simp^ who asked when the first rei)orr 
of the Indian Public Services C^liirission was likely to be published* 
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proli Sichank said that he wtw not in a poaition at present to add 
anything to Eari Winterton s answer in die Commons of January 21. 
The Commission was still taking evidence. 

Earl Winteiton suggested that the report of the Commission should 
l»e debated in the Commons as soon os it was published. (Opposition 
cheers). Prof* Richards promised to convey the suggestion to the Loaiier 
of the House. 

Boycott of British Goods in Bombay 

Sir Mitchell Thomson drew attention to the Bombay Corpotatioi/s 
tender forms! opposing ihe use of British Empire manufactuios except 
when they were not available elsewhere. 

Prof. Richards said that he had heard fmm the Ooverninent of 
India that the resolution had l>een piissed hut he had not yet hoard 
of any action taken thereon. 

Niaitns claim to Berar 

Keplying to Mr. Wardlaw Milne and Col. Howaid Bury with regard 
to the letter of H. E. H. the Nixain of Hyderabad to the Viceroy, 
claiming the Pi*oviiice of Berar, Prof. Richards said that he underslxio 1 
that the Government of India was considering the letter. The represen- 
tations contained in the letter could not he considered by Loitl Olivier 
unless and until the letter wjns received in a constitutional manner 
through the Government of India. An assurance had already l>oeii given 
that no steps would be taken in any case without giving the people of 
Berar a full opportunity of expressing their wishes. Asked ,wliother he 
had any information as to why the matter was only raised now and 
why there was such a long delay, Prof. Richards asked for notice. 

The Kenya Committee. 

Keplying to Mr. Senrr, Prof. Richards, Under-Socrotary for 
Iiidia, stated that the purpose of the Kenya Committee, which the 
fhjveriiment of India was appointing in accordance with the decision of 
the Imperial Conference, would not be limited to the pioposed Inimigni- 
tioii Law. It would be open to it to make ropresontations not only on that 
subject, but also on the operation of the Franchise I^w and suggest 
modifications thereof if it was deemed advisaWo. 

MesoiX)tamiaii Situation 

Commander Kenworthy asked whether the Government had consi* 
•buod the situation in Mesopotamia and whether they contemplated any 
' haiige or modification of the policy of the last Government and what 
wiiis the estimated expenditure in Mesopotamia for the present year. 

Mr. Maodonald replied that the Government wore carefully consi- 
dering the matter in view of the obligations imposed by the Mandate 
the one hand, and the undesirability of their remaining in Iracj any 
I'uiger than necessary to set the Arab Government on its own feet oii 
dio other. 

fhc estimated expenditure iti Iraq from the British exchequer for 

year ending March 81 was £6,900,000. 

. Ho understood that a substaiitial reduction was anticipated for 
* 924 * 35 . 
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tUK INDFPBMDKHt LABOUR PARTT’s AS8URAPCB 

On Feb. 2(H;h. Hie Natioiml Council of the Independent Labor Party issued 
A statement fully re-associating itself with the demand of Ind^g for 
poli^al and economic libeity* assuring Indiau workers of its sympathy 
and suppott in their struggle against ^'inhuman” conditions* welcoming 
the release of Mr. Gandhi* aiid calling for the unoondHaonal release of 
other Indians imprisoned for political offences. The statement reiterated the 
view that the Kenya decisions should be reconsidered, urged the 
immediate appointment of a Commission to revise the Government of 
Irdia Act* and in view of the adoption of Pandit Motilal Nehru’s 
resolution by the Assembly* asked the British Government to consider 
the advisability of inviting the representatives of Parties in India to a 
Conference with regard to the acceleration of full Self-povernment 


THB STATEMENT OF LABOUR POLICY. 

The statemeiit of the Laliour Government on li^i^an affairs was promised 
to be made in the Lords by the Secretary of State on the 19th. Owin^^ 
to some indisposition of I^ord Olivier this was postponed till the 26th. 
On Fcbniaiy 2ftth. Mr. Saker asked whether Mr. Richards would 
consider the desirability of appointing a commission to examine 
the woiking of the Mont-foid Reforms* with a view to seeing wh.it 
greater powers and extensions of franchise were immediately possiblr. 
Mr. Ricfaaids replied that the question was receiving consideration. 

Sir Henry Craik asked whether the House should understand that 
the Government would reverse the policy of the Act of 1919 by speedily 
up the time for revision of the constitution. 

Eail Wintci ton asked if an opportunity would be given totheHous^* 
to discuss the ciuestion of appointment of a Royal Commission* in the event 
of Government deciding thereon, before the announcement was made. 
Mr. Richards replied that ho rvould convey the suggestion to Lord 
Olivier. 

PREMIER SAYS IT IS NOT A STATEMENT. 

On the same day, Fob. 25th, replying to Mr. Wardlaw Millne and Mr. 
Hope Simpson* who asked whether the statement on India would he 
made in the Commons concurrently with liord Olivier's statement in the 
fx>rds* Mr. Macdonald said that Iiord Olivier was not making a general 
statement. He was only replying to a question but if there was a genera! 
desire for discussion on Indian affairs in the Commons* arrangements could he 
made for oonsidemtion of the India Odioe Vote in the Committee of 
Supply* if representations were made through the usual channels. He added 
that the Govt, were constantly devoting attention to the situation in India. 

Mr. Hope Simpson asked if the Premier would inform the Hous** 
before the India Office issued any oi^ders to India. Mr. Macdonald 
said that it would be impossible for him to give that pledge because 
the Government wei*e daily communicating with the Government of India 

Mr. Hope Simposn asked whether Mr. Macdonald agreed ti»t if 
the question of re-examination of the Act 1919 arose* this was a 
matter which should not be settled before its being discussed in the 
House. Mr. Macdonald replied : “Certainly, no such huge departure or 
l)olicy can be oontemplated without first infoming the Commons.’' 



Lord Olivier’s Statement 


Labour Government*s Indian Policy 


UOUHiS OF L0HDS^26TU FtbHUAHY 19H 

The following is a verbatim report of Lord Olivv^t’s statement 
on India in the House of Lords on February 26th 1924. He said : 


Affairs in Iiidhi are friviiig His Mfijosty’s (to\ t. a wry ^<rt\if Jiiixioty. 

I wish to deal fii-st with th«^ histoiy of this matter. 

On Aiii^iwt 20, 1917 a doolamtioii of i>oliev was made in the Commons 
h\ the then Seeretjiry of State for India as follow.s : — 

“The policy of His Majesty’s Government, with which the Govern- 
ment of India arc in complete accord, is that of increasing association 
of Indians in every branch of ad minis* ration and the gradual development 
of self-governing institutibns with a view to progressive realisation of 
i<esix>nsible Govt, in Indii as an integral portion of the British Km pi re” 

This was incoriwrated in the Preamble of the Government of Indiji 
Art of 1919. This declaration was coupled with the following provision : — 
*• Progress in thi^ pjlicy can only be achieved by successive 
irtages. The British Government and the Government of India, on 
ivhoin the responsibility lies for the welfare and advancement of 
I idia’s peoples, must be the judges of the time and the measure of each 
advance and they must be guided by the co-operailon received from those 
noon whom new opportunities of service will thus be conferred, and !)>• 
ih{? ex*^ent to which they found that confidence can be reposed in their 
sense of responsibility”. 


The elections were held in 1920. The Indian Homo Itulo l*ait,\ and 
the Swarajists abstained from taking i»ait in those elections ui.dcr tin* 
influerce of Gandhi. In order to .show whit was the feeling of the 
I’aity to which I belong, at tb .t time, and what i.** their fooling now. 
1 will ask leave to quote words used by iny Bight Hon’ble fiion<b tlie 
prest'iit Chancellor of the Duchy oi l^ancastci in the Hou.se (»f C'ommon.s. 

“ To my mind there has been no more lamentable blundf‘r nnule h.\ 
the Indian people than their refusal under tin? Itwleiship of Mr. Gandhi 
to go to tlie Councils.” 

The expinimeiit was, tln*reforo, not staitod under the r-omplofe con 
<Iiti^.l^ which wei*c contemi»latod. Some exception has been taken to the* 
woj kij g (»f this critici.sni by Indian Home Kulers as ill-< hosiM». I will 
d^sd tiiifi critifisin later, with a view* to hettcr undci>tai.iliiig oi 

1'**" 1 thii k that criticism should be interpreted, merely ol sel l ing now 
♦h;it it Hoems to me there is some excuse for sonic of the objettioiiN 
"Inch have btHsii taken to it. 


Demands of the Sw'ara.i Party 

^ In Deeemitcr 1923, fresh elcetion.s w’cre held for the Pi'ovin<*i;d Legis 
I'ltiye Councils and the Itidimi liCgisIative Assembly. 'J he Swarajist Party 
» endfid on this occasion to take pait in the elcetion.s ar.d lun their 
^andidates. On October llth, the Party issued over the signature of 
Motilal Nehru an election manifesto in which the basis of their pro 
kuitnnie wras sot forth as follow's 
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*The Swan^iya Paity believes that the guiding motive of tbi* 

British in governing India is to serve selfish interests of their own 

eouiitiy, and that the so-called Reforms are mere blinds to fuithei' 
the said interests under the pretence of granting Responsible Govern 
meiit to India» the real object being to continue the exploitation of thf 
unlimited resources of the country by keeping the Indians permanently 
in su>)sei'vicnt position to Britain and denying them at home anil 
abroad the most elementary rights of citizenship. 

‘‘It is daily becoming abundantly clear that the British, while pi-yj 
fessing ociuality of treatment, are in pi-actice subiecting the whoJf 

Indian nation to huiniliatioTi and insult in all iiailis of the world 

where the British iiiHucncc is supreme. The Party notes with pride and 
satisfa<;tioii that the people of India are resolved to submit no longer to 
the national humiliation imposed upon them by the autocratic will ot 
their British rulers, and in full consonance with the Congress it expi’csscs 
its emphatic opinion that Indians have no option but to continue to carry 
on the policy of progressive iion-vidcnt non-co-operation with the presciit 
system of (Tovornmcitt until it is radically changed in accordance with 
the will of the people as cxpiessed through their chosen representatives.” 

The practiciil programme of the Party was then thus laid down 

‘‘The demand to be made by the members of the party on entering the 

Legislative Assembly will, in effect, l>o that the l ight of India to contrcl 
the existing machinery and system of Government shall forthwith U* 

conceded and given olfect to by the British Government and the 
British Parliament. The immediate objective of the Party is the speedy 
attainment of full Dominion Status, that is, securing of the right in 

frame a constitution, adopting such machineiy and system as are most suited 
to the conditions of the country and to the genius of the people. They will. 
Avhcii they are elected, present on behalf of the country its legitimate demands 
as formulatod by the Party as soon as the elections are over, and ask for their 
acceptance and lulfilmcnt within reasonable time by the Government.” 

“If the demands are not granted to the satisfaction of the Party, an o«r 
i^asioii will then arise for the elected nieml)ers belonging to the Party to adoi»t 
a i)olicy of uniform, cuntiiiuous and consistent obstruction within the Councils 
with a view to make Government through Councils impossible. But before 
adopting such a policy, the representatives of the Party in the Councils will, 
if necessary, strengthen themselves by obtaining the express mandate of the 
electorates in this behalf. In no case will any member of the Party tucep^ 
office on that programme.” 

On that progianime the elections were held, and in certain Presidencies 
this Swarqjist Party obtained strong representation, iiotably in liomlwy, 
Bengal, United I’rovinces and the Central Provinces, and so strong was the 
represeiitation that, with the assistance of loss out-spoken radical paitiet;^ 
they were able to command a mi^jority in the Councils. I am informed by a 
telegram w^hich I received to-day that in Bombay obstructive tactics are 
being pursued in accordance with that piograrame. Votes of ‘no confidence* 
are moved and carried, and the Swangist Party refuse to take office. 
Moderate and non-controversial Bills, like Protection of Children Bill 
Bombay are thrown out by the Swarajist Party. 

I feel sure that Your Ijordships will agree with me that the belief 
pressed in that Eleotioii Manifesto which was signed by Pt. Motilal Nehrui ^vhi> 
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^vii8 oiie of tbo most prominent speakers of the Swarajist Party in the pnK>oe* 
(lings last week in the Legislative AssemMy, is a mistaken belief,— ill-iiifonned 
•II d fll-inferred belief and unjustifiable lielief. When I saw that extiiundinary 
Honouncemeiit, one of the fii-st thiiijcs I had to ask myselt was, what are the 
lUsons t What is the ostensible justification for expression, by a presumably 
u sponsible and intelligent politician, of such a view with regard to the \mY- 
i and intentions of the British Government ai d i>cople coiicen.iiig India ? 

\ took pairs to iiifoim myself by fommuniiations with tlie Viceroy, by 
disfussiors with my puVlic advisers ai,d by letters which i iVi.oived from 
s ar.d refoimers in India. I asked.as many ns I u»nhi of the Ii.dian 
b’cfoim Paity in this countiy in order to asceitain what were the ostensibb' 
•tid arguable grow da for such an untoni promising proiioiirn'cment. 1 fouhd 
thiit the proui.ds and roasois were many, that the groin.ds and reasons 
vcvc many ai d unreasonaVle, which were Hd\aiiced for the feeling of mistrust, 
let me give Your Loidships first Kiiue general r<‘asons supplied me )\v Ji 
> PI > high authority. He says, the alleged favouritism of the predominant 
I nlish Sei^itcs and appointment of the Lee Commission, (ontrary to the 
V ishes of the Legislature, failure of Kofoims to finance nation- building i!e\)ait* 
r oils such as education, slow decrease of military expenditure, alleged 
rvM.niitism of British manufacture in Store-purchase polic^y. measures taken to 
\ ;,iiish ai d repress disoidcr even when the latter has a jHilitieal aspect, are 
u.uM putted in an extrenicly widc^ ai d lil eml spirit. 


Lord Finlay’s Motion* 


1 til cl again and again ccitaiu recurring roferciiccs to tilings wl ich secnis 
;u rankle very generally in the minds of the Indian Homo Kulo Paity. 'nie 
I iM is a mattor to which 1 regret I have to refer in Vour Loidship’s 
Horse, but I am giviug you what aie the grounds of mistrust, rcasonablo 
;;i(l iiiiieasoiial le. One general cai sc of clistiust iii the mimls of tin? liHlian 
Home Kule Paity is the resolution i>assed by \oni' liOvdships House on the 
ectionof the noble and loarnc'd Viscount Lend Finlay on the iw^tion taken 
Iv ihe Govcriimeiit of India in rcgaid to Gencial Dyer. I read the dtd«lU^s 
.id also looked thiough the division list aid 1 know what many ol f our 
l.ordships think on that matter. I want to take this oppcntuiiity cm Udialt ot 
• >soU and the Party to which I 1 cJoiig to say thaf 1 believe that the criticism 
»*t Government of India’s action passed by Your Lordships Honm? does not 
i cpiesent the opinion of a great majority of my fellow couiitrymen. It nia\ 
vjciii presumptuous for me to speak on the subject, but in my otticiai li e I 
lui\ e been connected w'ith parts of the world where riots frociuently oe(;iu anc 
1 have been concerned in two. in one of which one of my dearest ** J‘*^';*" 
his life, and in the other I got a large ridge on the liack 01 my skn 
omituct with what is known as rock stone. In both of those cases lito laid 
1 h^ tiikoii. I speak as all adininistratois speak with full appicciatioiio n- 
nilro which should ftoveni the protection of life in mich niatters, and t in; hrsi 
impresaioii I received of the Amritsar action was that if it had been a on 
at* officer of my own, it would have.lod to his immediate sunpeiwion from <tutj. 

Marquess CUBZON of KEDLKSTON; The Coalition Government 
wiw in office at the time of the Amritsar occurrciMie. 


* Vof tta« lali iltbau lu tiie Loicls on Loid Finla,'. asLuat. 

>« ib«u daaypMtai of Qeiil. Dyer, »!«. *• Asauai. 

“WisTSt wai, p. MS St. seq. 
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Lord OLIVIER. I your pardon. The conservative Party was in 
office when the Swarajist manifesto was wi-itten and the Conservative Paity 
have an obligation laid upon them owing to resolution passed by Your Lord- 
ships that many of Your lordships were sympathisers. 

Marciucss Curxon : The Conservative Paity was not in power at the time. 
It t<xjk place in 1919. The Coaliticii Government was then in office. 

Lord Olivier : I entirely agree with the noble Man^uess. I was discussing 
what were the reasons for the extraordinary proiiouncemeiit in the Swarajist 
manifesto of October last and one of the reasons was that as the Conservative 
Goveniinent was then in Office the Indian peojde would have imputed to them 
sympathy with resolutions piissed by this House. I hope I make myself clear. 
1 am sp(‘aking of the causes of distrust expressed in the manifesto of last Ocbr 
l»or Imt, according to the iiapors I have l>een reading lately, sorene.ss crops up 
again in connection with the deplonible incident at J .uto in which Sikhs were 
killed last week. It is obviously one of the unfoituiiatc things which act uii- 
ju.stly aitd as 1 believe have prejudiced many Indians against the attitude of 
Englisli peo[>le. 

‘thk steel frame* speech * 

111 the second place, there is the injudicious language used by Mr. Lloyd 
(teorge in a speech in Paijiament which is known througlioiit India as the 
‘Steel Frame’ speech, in which he compared <juite justly, .so far as the pre.scnit 
t ime is concerned, the Indian Civil Service to a steel-frame upon the stalaJity 
of which tlie wdiole structure of the Indian Government rests. 1 do not think 
any exeoi)tjon can 1)C taken to that phrase under the present conditions. 

Rut he wont on to .say, being carried away l)y his enthusiastic admiration 
for the Indian (‘ivil Service, “whatever we may do in the way of strengthcir 
iiig the Govornmont of India, one institution wo will not interfere with, wo 
will not dejnive of its functions and privileges, and that is the British Civil 
service in India.’* This was directly contrary to the statement of August 
20th 1917 which said that we should progressively Indianise the .servh^e 
and that the position of the British Civil Service in India would be nuxli- 
tied obviously if you are contemplating the estal»li8hinciit of self-Govorir 
mciit in India. It is in the long run imiK)ssi)>]o to say that you will main- 
tain iutiKjt, as Mr. l^loyd George iwoinised that he would maintain intact, the 
Iiidiuii Civil Service. It* whs a prediction which appeared to be a dei«ir 
ture ill policy from that which His Mai©8ty*8 Govt, had already laid down. 

It was seized upon and is constantly quoted in India as the ‘‘.steel 
frame*’ speech. Tliis is one of the considemtions which is constantly pointed 
out when 1 ask the Indians why they consider that British Governiuenl 
has changed its policy. They say, “JJoyd George told us so**. 1 do not 

know whether that is adequate reason for believing that there has been a 
change in policy, because we have it on veiy good authority that the 
speeches to which I have referred arc sometimes adapted to the immediate 
purpose in hand, and the immediate puniose in hand on this occasion 
was the encoui*agement and eiiheai1;oning of that splendid Civil Service 
which he was eulogising. 

Unfortunately the other Paity to the contiuct was listefiiiig, aiid although 
it is possible to make these encouraging statements to two different parties 
when they are in two different rooms and to suppose, when they conic 
together, you can get rid of the i dea which you implanted in two different 

• Foi this* speech of Mr. Llo^d Geoxie lee J. a. R, 15»22, Vol. Jl. p. 20o xxv. 
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Tiiiiids, it caiiiiot he so when a speech is nirwio in Parli ►oiwr.srt 

it is immediately telegi-aphed all over India and when it is in tHintimlictiori 
with the statement which was already made in rarliaincnt. Mr. Lloyd (Seor^rrt 
had been injudicioiw thou^cn 1 do not siipiH)se for a moment that he int L>ndod 
to boor could possibly have meant that it was the intention of MieCJoverii- 
iiicnt to stop Indianisatioii of the Indian Civil Service, and to estal>lish 
all time in India the British administrative orpinisation of the Indian Civil 
Service. The declaration of Au;ust 20th 1917 dcinitely promised a transition 
ill that respect. That is one of the causes of the unfortunate mistrust, 
aiul 1 think Your I^oidships will a^ree with me, on the whole, an irrational 
.ii;d not well-inferred can.se. 

Salt Tax ('krtikication. 

In the thii d place there was the Certi Beat ion of the Salt 'Fax last year. 
The (loveinmcnt of India d(?cided that it was luN cssary that they should baiaiUMS 
ihcir Budget and that they could not balance tlirn'r Budget without doubling the 
s ilt duty. 

M’hen the As.scnil>Ty threw out the resol utimi doiibliii;' the salt tax, the 
Ciovernment of India had to tmtify, as is i>rovided in the c;ise ol cciiaiii 
Crown Colonie.s as well as India, that this was essential in public inti*n\s| and 
iliat the resolution must become law. That pit>duc<‘fl an unfortun ate eTci'i. 
in India as that kind of action always docs. In niy own experience wherevor 
it has boon had recourse to in Colonii's. it has been liehl to be a direct slap in 
ihe face and stultification of what the elected numibcrs in India and elsewhcro 
Miiisider to be the first principle of democratic (lovcriinnmt, ihat you shnil not- 
have taxation without representation and that representatives of tin' people 
>lioul<l decide in matters of taxation. The unfoitiuiate pai t of tlie matter »vas 
that there was double prciudice. 1 reiiiom)»er tlnu many years ago I was 
i'lnught up to regard the French Ibnolution as having been brought alont 
by tlie impo.sition of the odiou.s gabelle or Salt Tax. I think most of ns have iJ, 
ingiained in our bones to regard the salt tax as pei niiarly iniipiitoiis and a 
IsnribJc form of taxation. That is ccitainly very whlely held in India beeanst^ 
< very woman who goes to buy a farthing’s worth of srilt in the market and next 
week was to Imy another half-farthing’s worth, finds that taxation has 
*"■011 incrca.scd. 

You have millions of pc<n»le affected by a tax which although the atiiount 
i" infinitesimally small is felt throughc ut the country ami ha- ]>roduced a iimI 
l'“pular feeling against the action of the Viceroy in overriding, as he is hehl to 
have done, the first principles of the New (/onstitution. 

The Kenya yt’ESTioN. 

riic fouith and the mo.st impoitant ionsideration is what is known as the 
1^‘ Mya business. I hope my noble friend on luy right will not think that I am 
-’*ing to say anything which need cause him any apprcheiiHioii or imeasiuess. 
lie may l>e regarding me as a patient in the dentist’s chair legards t he dentist. 
l»ut I ii.ssure him 1 certainly shall not hint hinn but 1 enteiLiin ceilain i<!elingH 
•'» regani to Kenya which I feel bound to exiness in thi.s house. I 
)'as associated last summer with a nunil»er of jhummis, Mombeisof railiament. 

the other House, and others who hiwl been much interestiMl for many 
in the fate of African natives, and it wa.*^, if I may say so, enormoim 
“‘tisf action to us when the noble Duke of Devonshire, after considering tho 
''vliolc Kenya (tuestion, definitely laid down for the (fovernment of Kenya 
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principle that hnd been adopted in the covenant of the I>eague of nations for 
the Go\t. of mai.dated territories, thus extending that principle to the British 
Jitnpire. This is a great and lasting achievement on the part of the noble 
Duke for ivhich all who are ii.tercsted in native affairs are profoundly thankful. 

He said that we should administer the Kenya Colony not primarily in the 
interests of the White scttleis and not primarily in the interests of Indians, but 
pr’raaiily in the interests of, ai.d as tiustees for, the natives of the Kenya 
Color y. Coitain questions were raised with regaid to the privileges of White 
persons and Ii.diaria The demands, neither of White settlers l or of Indians with 
regaid to the franchise, were acceded to, and that which is practically a Crow^n 
Colony system of Goven;picrit was efetal'Hshrd, whereby the Crown ai d its 
I rminees wcic 1 ut in supifnie contiol. Ihiee decisions were taken wbicli 
Indians have felt to bo very grievously injurious and insulting to themselves. 

The fiist was a f( m'paiatively miror matter of the reservation of land 
ill the Hij^hlai(?s, aid the piohiliition of its sale to Indians. I do rot thinh 
this can 1 c (orsidcred to be iii any way a leally sulstantial grievance. 

Hic KCfoid was the statement that Immigrafion Regulations must ] c 
laid down ill oidcr to pidcct the natives of Kenya against the ecoioniii' 
f( 111 pi lit ion of Ihe rntives of Iidia. No in migration legislation has ui 
pich< ! t Iren laesffl or rdopted at the time when this inimigiatijui 
logisliitioii was pi( mbed. Ibeie hncl been coi sideiable increase of Iiditm 
in intM w iich i rally only rcpicgentcd an increase on the intinx 

1li;t bid ti hen pbne duiiig the W’^ar, aid the Colonial Guveirinci.i 
lid Kiie 1 cut <11 1(1* alaim. Lccal le^: islation w'os passed in lespcct of 
the In rnigi alie n (lidiranto which was sent Home to the Colonial Offirr, 

"Ihe Colonial Office considered that the provisions of this clnili 
Oidinanco woie i^uite ini necessarily drastic, and said that the draft 

Oidiiiaiice would i ot do. 'Iboy rofericd it back for a fresh OidinaiKt*. 

and there the maitor staids at the present time. Meanwhile, under tin* 

Hgiormei.t made at the Imperial Conference, a Coroinittoc of Indiai> 
has been appointed which is to deal with the interests of the Indiai s in 
the Doniiiiioiis, 111 d this Committee w ill have the oppoitunity of considerii.;; 
and making rci»resontiitioi;s on any immigration laws which may be passed vvitb 
regaid 1o the ecc i ciin’c elFocts of li diaii immigration into Kenya. I have given 
attention to the matter ai d I went into the controversy of last spring w ill) 
regaid to Afiica. I have ];een all my life primarily concerned with tin 
intciosts of Afiicais ai d the Negro races, and I have no piojudice w hate vor 
ill favor of admitting Indians in injurious competition with the African natives 
rather the reverse. 

1 must say, however, fiom my ow'n iiivcstigatioiis into the subject, that I 
have i.c\or seen any evil results manifested in the Kenya Colony or 
olsewheie by the immigration of Indian settlers. My experience has been 
that their intciosts do not conflict, but that almost universally Indian settlei- 
aic of value to the communities which they enter. Conseciuently. m.' 
own feeling is ai d always has lieen, that 1 should like, on behalf of tlio 
Government of Ii.dia, to be sure that a ^ eiy soiii d and strong case ha> 
liccn made out before agreeing to the restrictions upon Indian immigration 
ir.to Africa, ai d that, if there is any economic argument in support oj 
such restrictiern, I should like »t to be fully considered. I am sure tiia 
that ccui sc will be taken by the Secretary of State for the Colonies ai < 
by the UiAdcr -Secretary. I am sure that they are going to approach tDi> 
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question of the neoessity for i*e8triction unoo immigration with perfectly 
fair and straightforward minds and without any preiiMiico i)r any desire 
to exclude Indians* but with absolute deteniiination to tost the nuittcr 011 
its proved economic merits. If it should l)e proved that Indian inimi^iiatioti 
is deleterious to the natives of Konya, then 1 cannot inuHfi no that Indians 
would repudiate what they now support, namely, the doctrine that those 
territories are first to Iw administered in the interests of their native 
inhabitants. I have absolute confidence in the SiMnvtary of Snito for 
the Colonies and in the Undersecretary for the Colonies that they 
are going to he as careful in doing justice in this niattcr as 1, who speak 
on behalf of the interests of liidiai could ix)ssibly desire tlioin to he. 

Then, there is the matter of franchise, which has caused the givat-est 
vinisternation and irritation in India, liocauso we have estahlislied in 
Kenya differential fianchise as between Indians and Wliiic men. neither 
of them being the original denizens of the countiy. 'riiat, of i'o\ii'se, is 
a grievance against which Indians in the Domiiiion of , South Africa havo 
I ren struggling for yeart. It is the grievance whidi In-onght Mr. (Jandhi 
ihto being as an influential hutor in Indian affairs. It is a new departure in 
•mr Crown Colonies. The Crown Colony of British Cniana, which desires 
10 have Indian immigration, h?is published a statement that thej*e is no 
differentiation against Indians in that ('olony. Before the WTiito Paper was 
issued, we had the report known fvs the Woixl-Winl 'i-ton rt‘po»t. aiui in 
iliat repoi-t, they did not recommend discrimination. They roeom mended 
the principle vvhich we have always ;uloi)t.ed in onr Wisst Indian and 
West African Colonies, namely, cipial franchise for a)i persons of e<puil 
Mualification, and they >vere (piite prepared to say that, “ if yon have a 
l.ngo Jiuinbcr in your Colonies, yon should have such a Iranchise as will 
« xclnde tho.se wdio are not fitted to e.Kercise it.” 

That was the imnciplc to which I myself agicod, anfl with which 1 was 
sympathetic, Imt the Duke of Devoirshirc ujis not alile, in arranging the 
• nmproniise settloment, to see his way to adopt that, lie ;»dui»ted the 
I'linciple which would always, 1 am afraitl. )«> a can,se of sj»reiiess 
T<» Indians and to myself, bocjinse I associated inyscdf oiitiifrly with 
''hat my predecessor Loid Peel said, namely that this kind oi 
di.*<(M‘imi nation l>etwoeii franchises is one of the things wliieh are iiinsi. 
dangcious to the unity of the British Kmpire. This princiv»le I havo 

all my life. If you want to disrupt an<l break up the i'riiisli 
I’.mpirc, the way to do it is to make this discriniination between one 
ra<c and another on the ground of c.olor and not on the gronisf «»f 
<!»ialitication. 

However, my Loitls, 1 want to make an a[>peal to li.diajs iiiteie.sk*d 
0 ) the matter, and to those who feel with them, to have a litth? iiatienee. 
( rnwn Colony Cloveriimeiit is not an ideal (^onstitutioii. In a (^towii 
f olony (Tovernmeiit, it appears to me, it i.s not at all iioccssary iliat 

should expect to have exactly the same iniiiciplcs of fianchise as 
>nu would have under a clearly constituted democratic (roveninmnt. Its 
n* presentations are not ari’anged for the puristsos of control ? because 
elected memliers cannot control the government. The Secrctai*y of Statue 
<^o:»trols the Government. These representations are conceived in older 
ih;it Various sections of the iKipulation may be lulocpiately represent w, 
1 »»yself have served in the Crioiiy, where 1 went out owing the 
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recoininoLdatioi:6 of an eminent Unaneler, and where all the elected 
memlciK of the Council had resigned their appointments. I had to 
conduct the whole session without any elected memlKjrs. Then there 
was a fiosh election aid elected memlicrs came tiack. 

In Kenya the attitude has }>eoii taken that Ii;diaii members of the 
Council will rut vote for the new Corstitution Bill, and will not come 
ii fo the now Council, when constituted, as rcpi esentativo members. I am 
r,oi.\ij(:cd that that is politically, and from the poii.t of view of common 
ficifc, an unwise policy. You irrst look at the fact that a Citnvn 
Colony Corstitution is not a satisfactoiy thing. The purpose of it is 
to give Tcpicsentation to vaiions inteiests aid any iiitcrest which docs 
lot take advantage of such representation ns is given to it is doiii}.. 
haini to its ( or stituents. Ihe w'ay to advance is to go lack into thi* 

CVuK.il, to wojk in Ihc Ccuncil. I feel stiorgly that, discrimination is 
injuiiovs, 1 nt still, having rccaid to the pui poses of such a tiai sitional 
Coi htitution as that of Kenya Coloi y, I do deplore the altitude thnt 

is Icing cncGuroged ly lidiaii »Vwaiajists. Ihgt is how the position 
rests. The Indian CViii mittco whnh has Icen appoii.tcd will, on this 
loint as on others, have cveiy oppoitunily of making such icpicsenta 
tion as it may think right to His Majesty’s Goveriiment, and tho 

^Vf l^taly of »^tate for the Colonies will fully coi sider those repiesci.ta 
tioiis. 

I have low iidicatcd the ]uincipal difficulties \vhich I find to Ik* 

rankling in the miids of Indiais. I return to the proceedings in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly. Ihc opening of the proceedings in lh«* 
Legislative AKScmlly took the foim of a lesolntion moved by Mr. Kmga 
rhariar, rlaiining the iinrncdiato giant of lull Respoisiblo Government li^ 
India. In icspeit of that lesolution, moved ly Mr. Kaiigarhaiiar, the 
BUggestion of the principal signatoiy of the document from which 1 ha\( 
quoted was in the foim of the following amci.dmcnt 

**(a) 1 his Assembly rcconimeids to the Governoi’-General-iirCouncil t«» 
Uihe steps to liavo the Goveiimei.t of Ii.dia Act revised with a viev 
to fstallishiig lull rosporsil»le Goveiiment in Ii.dia." 

Y(iur lijidsliijs aie aware ihut the Government of India Ad 
piovidcs that lot later than 1929, a Royal Coiiimission shall Iw sei.t 
out ill Older to coi sider what fuither modificatious can l)0 made in tli'* 
lidian Goveninei.t. This resolution claims an immediate overhaul in th' 
B^stciri of Govciiinent. It continues, aid for the said piopose: 

*‘(d) To summon at uii early date a representative Kourd TaMe Con 
fere nee to roconmiond, with duo rcj^aid for the protection of ri^^ht' 
and intcicsts of impoitant minorities, a scheme of Gonstitution lov India ; 
and 


“(c) After dissolving the Centra) Legislature, to place the said scIicjh'' 
Iiefore the newly elected Indian luegislature for its approval and to sulimi 
the same to the British Parliament to I e cmlcdied in a Statute." 

That, of oxiurse, was an entire depaiture from the principles laid d(»vM 
in the Government of Ii.dia Act ai.d from the recommendations of tin' 
Joint Select Committee of the Houses of Loids and Commons uixui that 
Act. The Home Member, in the Indian Legislative Assembly, in 
euireiKO wdth His Maesty’s Government, took this line. For the pn-esont 
we stand ly the provisions of the GoveiDiiicnt of India Act. It nnist 
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mimitted that no proper opportunity has been riven f«i- the working of 
the Legi^lfttures for three years. 

Let us first examine what are the inconvoiiiences, what aie the fa\ilu 
in the working of that Act which can he remedied without any fresh 
legislation, what are the complaints of its work ns an instrument for the 
efficient carrying on of Government, not as an idc«l Constitution hut for the 
puriHJses for which it was constituted, a tmiisitional instrument for canyiiig 
on public senices. Let us fiist examine these. We wi!! thni tin. 

Defects in the Bsforms x\ct 

Sir Malcolm Hailey promised to investigate what modifit^ations eaii htj 
made in the provisions of the present Act liy rules w^hich may Im-* imwio 
under the Act, which rules will retjuire the consent of Parliament, either 
by resolution or on being laid l»cfore Parliament. If that. coni>»e w'cro 
taken it wrould remove, or should remove so fai* as iHissibie, any working 
defects which might give excuse for Noirco-opei-ation with the ]>resenr 
scheme of the Govenmient of Indiai Act. We e(»ul<l not see our way U> 
go fuither than that. 

It api>eared to us that to accept or to indicate that we might he 
prepared to accept, on the recommendations of a Hound Table Conference, 
a new scheme for now establishing full Kesponsiblo (TOv(u*nnienf in India, 
three veal's only after the institution of the scheme oi Hef«>rm ivhioh was 
lidopted because we wore convinced that the establisluiient of full Hcsv»onsililc 
<»ovoiiiinent would be worse than peiilous, would ho disastrous to the 
poopjj's of India, and when the pur[H>scs ivhich that transitional scheme 
<h‘sigiiod to fulfil have not licen availed of, it would he a rcsponsihiliti 
which His Majesty’s’ Go vornmei it arc not iirepared to accept. There, thou, 
at i>rc.scnt, is how the matter rests. We have had a full dohate in the 
Asseinhly, and the Home Memher for India has stated very fully th* 
\ic\vs of His Majesty’s Govorunient 1 .should like to reiwl to you Sir 
Malcolm Hailey’s observations. Speaking 011 Fchniary 13, he said : 

“We have again considered the position very carefully, and I am 
anxious to emphasise that ici what i say. i speak with the full autiiority 
«d ills Majesty’s Government 

'* We still hold to the position I took up then on behalf of the 
Ciovernment. Before His Majesty's Government are able to consider Ihr 
vjucstion of amending the consiiiutiou. as distinct from such amendmoni 
of tile Act as may be required to rectify any administrative impericc* 
tJons. there must be full investigation of any defects or difficulties 
which may have arisen in the working of the transitional ("onslitutioii 
now in lorce 

n 1919 the Parliament after the fullest consideration Uid down a 
me, transitional in its nature, but nevertheless carefully devised, w tli 
^ view to effecting steps necessary for progressive realisation of ilic ideaN 
'nihofiicd in the preamble of the Act. It ii not to be supposed that 
i^riiish people would be lightly inclined to consider a change 10 
that Constitution, and it is bound to concentrate atientiou. for the 
prcs' nt, on such imperfections in working as may have been disclosed. 
“ our inquiries into the defects of the working of the Act show 
^'•ibiUty and the possibility of any advance within the Act, that is to 
*^y, by the use of the rule-making power already provided by Parlia- 
under the Statute, we are willUng to make recommendations to 
effect. But if our inquiries show that no advance is possible 
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ivitboat amending tbe Constitution, then tbe question of advance must 
be left as an entirely open and a separate issue on which the Govern- 
ment is in no way committed.** 

That ifl the statement Sir Malcolm Hailey very carefully framed, hikI 
I thought it well to resul it to Your Lordships* Hou^e so that you might 
know exactly what has l>eori the position of the Government of India arvl 
His Maic8ty*s (^>veiTimcnt in this matter. 

Now. I want to expound very shortly, if I can, what is the position ot 
His Maicsty*s presc»it Government towards this question. His Maiesty’s 
present Government, as Sir Malcolm Hailey stated in his oliservations, 
are in sympathy with the purpose of the Home Rule Party in Indiii. 
They arc in sympathy with the purposes of the Montagu- Chelmsford 
Reforms, that is to say, progress towards Home Rule, but their view ik 
that unless the Pailiamentary system is welded together by prwlominant 
common interests from its foundation in the electorate upwards, lui 
theoretical Constitution that may l»c arrived at by a concordat among 
leaders of divergent interests for the mere purpose of establishing an 
ostensildy democratic form can ])reveiit it from flying asunder. This h:t*i 
HO far been found to bo the case in Ireland, largely )»ecause the dividing 
power of difference in religion is sti'oiigor than the uniting force oi 
wmmon political interests. This is very much more the ciise in Indii. 

as I need not labor to i>oint out to your liordships' House. 

Hindu Muslim Unity 

The concordats for common political action which the Hindu leaders 
have recently made with Muhammadan loaders have displeased their 

followei>5 on both sides, and have merely exacerbated mutual intolerance 
and antagonism, exhibited by increase in cow-killing and increased idayiiiji!; 
of bands outside Muslim mosques between the whole sections of com* 
munity, for whom those divergent religions are a much stronger moving 
and guiding force than any common political interest. When these 

religious rivalries are aroused wc have seen again and again, and (|uite 
recently in Malabar, for instance, how uncontrollable and muitloroiisly 
they a^. 

The interests of a small oiifraiichised class of Hindus in maintain' 
ing their position and distinction over outcasto masses are inflnitely 
stronger than the common political interest of the two classes. 

The intci’osts of Muslim leaders, as again wo have recently seen, 

tend to be coterminous rather with Islam than with either India or the 
British Commonwealth. Mr. Gandhi has faced this fact, the predoiniir 
ance of religious over secular interest in his countrymen, as fundamental, 
and builds his policy on it. 

Mr. Gandhi 

I am glad, and the Party that I represent are glad that Mr. Gandhi 
has been released from prison, because it is i*epugnaiit to human feeling 
that a man of his chaiRcter should be treated as a criminal. But the 
terrible practical reactions of his philosophiedly innocent teachings merely 
illustrate the exceesses into whid the Indian popular temperament is 
prone to be di*iven by anj such ferment. We have had our precedent 
in i*evolutions of evaiigelicsJism in England and Europe. 

Mr. Gandhi denounces and condemns the whole idea of Westeio 
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dcmocrai^y on vhich Swaraj leadei-e, ois at ai.y rate, the Hii.du ftectioii of 
them, are workirg ai:d on which wo have lecii trying to work for India in 
tlic Morley-Miiito aid the Moiitagu-Chelmsfoid Kofornis. Ni)t loss com- 
pletcly do Eoy of Berlin ai d his Communist missionai ics from tho Holshevi»t 
school at Tashkent condemn and denonnee tho buorgeoise reviiblicunism of 
the Swaraj movement, demanding dictatorship for the proletaiid, and 
(mancipation of outcaste aid lower caste massses. 

The Manjuess CURZON I am sorry to interrupt tho noMi' lA)id, i»ut 
ia he reading from any dociunent or is he giving us the consitiered 
npiiiioim of His Majesty’s Government at this stage of his speec h ? 

I^rd OLIVIER.— Yes. All that I have road from this paiMU* is tlio 
opinion of His Majesty’s Govorninent. 

To (ontiimo my olservatioi s on this point : airong these three, wo have 
piiiitd our faith tc the piogi-aninc of 001 stitutional domocmey, but wo 
« la.’ni to ki ow 1 y fciituiies of cxpciieiitc in Kuiope and Ainerka the laws 
;,id (oi ditiois ii.dispei sable for a stable working of that systen», which is 
((•t I ativc to li dia, ai d it*is perfectly plain to us that those conditions are 
lol at picsciit established in India, and cannot be csta)»lishe(l at a hnv 
iroi ths* notice by the deliberation of a Round Table (\niferonee or tho 
picinaiurc appointment of a Commission under the (toYornnicnt of Indii 
Act. T would like, for a nioiuont, to make excursions into analogit'al 
hstorical survey. 

I belong to tho raity, and 1 have belonged to that rarty for foity years, 
which has achieved a certain amount of inditical siiccess. 'I he I bike of 
Wntluimborlaid, who spoke the other day in this Mouse, deplored the fad 
that the prof opts of tho \eneraMo Mr. Hyi dmaii hud n(»t been followc'd 
)\ that Party. I ho precepts of the vcneiable Mr. Hyi dinan, wh^^ 
w.s the tiist missionary of I'^ocialisiu in this roiintiy, were practically 

ihat the S'ocialist movemciit should ^o on uiitil the (lay was ripe, and 

that tht'n there should be a i evolution aid the Jbetatorship of tin* 
rioletariat. Tho Party to whidi ] belong defeated .Mr. Myndman's Party. 
'll:<* becond International has been al le to exercise, 1 think, a considenibh^ 
int.nciicc upon the Party piograinnes of bcnialism in the rest of Kurope. 
I rcnieiiib.cr that about thiity yeais aj.o I was at tho International 

Puiigrcss at Zurich, at which many of those terribh^ rovolntionaric's worn 
pri'sont. There was the British 'l^epntation of about Hity, of whom 

'^r»me thirty were British Trade Unionists, Rmr were Mc^mbeis of IVii 
hi'.inoiit, ai d there were Mr. Pickaid of the ])urham Miiuns, Mr. fiavies 
“f the Birminghain Brass Foundcrers, Councillor H(d>soii of SimfticJd, 
Mr. bernaid f^haw*, with my humble self as J^’cciclar> of the British 
^e(tii,n. There w'as also a gentleman whom Visroniit Cciil no doubt 

brows. Mr. F. J. Whelan, who is a member of that International gany 
» evolutional ics wdiich is now' occupied in endoavouriiig to suboidinate, 
uiTis to arbitration, and another gang which is trying to dc tin? siinm 
in regard to it;diistiy. The Party to which I liclong did not sbiit off 
did the earlier Kocialists. Tho first thing it had to have was an 
intelligent and understai'.diiig constituency which w'ould know what they 
driving at, ai.d would rally unitedly their representatives. In Pat* 
lutaeiit here, as in all our iKilitical development, w’O did not liegin at 
tup, Ixit at the bottom. We saw that there <H)uld bo no Parlirt“ 
®^cntaiy stability whatever, and no progress in any kii.d of change or 
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revolution, unlegs tbe Parliamentary Constitution and representation were 
liased upon a real, vital, organic constituency of common interests and 
understanding, which as I have said, is singularly absent in India. 

We say that it is impossible lor the Indian people, for Indian politi* 
cians, at once to leap into the saddle and administer without disastiuus 
religious and other dissensions an almost ideal Constitution which might 
be fmmed, w^hon we contemplate the interval which shall occur before 
the revision of the Constitution. We do not look at it in this way. We do 
not say— I mention this as 1 notice that some offence has been taken at this 
—we will make you a nice little half-way Constitution, we will put in nice 
Governors and intelligent officials to show you how to work British Parlia- 
mentary institutions. We say, you have to arrive at the other side of the 
river. You haVe to arrive at responsible government. We pi-ovide yon, 
ijccording to the best of our abilities, with what \ve think, and what you 
think, so far as we can make out, is a sea-worthy boat. The only way 
you can get to the other side of that river is by getting into the l>oat and 
rowing. It is no use whatever to stand on the bi^nk, to refuse to get into 
the boat, and to say that we are not going to go anywhere without responsi- 
ble political government. This is a case of Soli;iiur Ambulando, You must 
get into the boat if you want to make political institutions stable. You 
must become a Memlior of Parliament and have a constituency. You must 
learn to work with persons who differ from you, w'ithout at once calling 
for a holy war from youi* followers, an exporimont, however, which has 
largely been followed in Ireland, where they resorted to methods which 
seem likely to be popular in India. There is of course that danger, and 
it is the view of the liabor Party that you must build up not only your 
)iolitical Party, but your iKilitical constituency. That can only >)e done by 
I’arliameiitary experience ranging over a certain number of yoare. 

Sikh Rbligious Revival 

Before 1 pass from this terrible danger of religious fanaticisni, to 
which 1 referred as being dominant in India, 1 want to mention one very 
painful occurrence which has been brought to my notice in the last few 
days, and tipoii which, 1 think, the Hoaso would like to have some informal 
tioij, namely the late recrudescence of killing and conflicts in the Panjab, 
among the Sikhs. 1 will deal with this matter as briefly as I can, but it is 
one aliout which your Loitiships will want to know, os far as can Ih) 
ascoitairied, the facts. The Sikhs are a religious denomination. They 
are not racially denomirmtional, and though they properly belong to a 
tribe, they are a vei-y ancient stock, one of the ^inost ancient Europe^* 
stocks, accoi*ding to Professor Arthur Keith, aiid one of the finest Iwth in 
brain conformation and in bone conformation, of any of the races that ever 
appeared on the earth. 1 know an Englishman who came into contact 
with the Sikhs and who has the greatest admiration and affection for them. 
They are a people of a fine, ancient, noble race and they ai-e one of those 
ancient and noble races which have, if I may say so, a constitutional 
apprehension of the spiritual life. They ai*e profoundly religious. 

Some little time ago, the Sikhs had a religious revivd. They found 
themselves in this position, that the shrines that had been established for 
ihe reading of their scriptures and for the worship of gods hud in 
times fallen into the hands of corrupt priests, Mahants, who h^ 
IXMssession of properties and annexed shrines and were abusing thei 
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authority for the purposes of gain and dissipation. The S^kh rcli io w 
oommuiiity clamored for reform. They fontmi themselves into a pu'ritin 
reform movement. It is luifoitunate that th? Sikhs w«Me not plv'Oti, 
when their Reformation came, as we wei-e. If this hii taken pUhj 
in this country, it would have been solved without ditficulty. Th> rei^ir 
ing Prince would have placed himself at the heacl of the reior.n nio^o- 
Mient. He would have declared himseli a dofoiidor of the Faith, and himseli 
would have confiscated the disputed proi»erties, and would hive Ux^>A\imn\ 

I hem iifHjn his principal religious supporters. The time his pissed when 
tliat simple mode of prooodui-e can be adopted, and siu h a method did 
not occur to the authorities of the Panjab. Th? Puritan Sikhs took tlu 
law into their own hiiwls, and tollowiiig a very aiKoist example, they 
themselves said that it was written in their scriptures : “your house shall bi 
railed the house of rrayor, those men have made it a den of ihieves,'* aiui 
they wont into the tejnplo and cleared them o\it. They broke down the 
tables of the inoiiey-chaiigors, and the seats of those who sold doves, and 
turned out the pmstitutes, and other sources of gain that the Mihaiitswero 
using in these places. * 

That was a very simple, puritan, direct action. 'Hi at kind of iw'tioii 
necessarily led to violence. In the first place, the Mahants themselves 
Miflcred violence, and in the second place, when the Mahants saw whit 

was coming upon them, they organised a baud of followers with long stavavs, 
kcrosine tins, torches, and fire-arms, and lay in wait for the pjoi»le thit 

were coming to turn them out. When those people h id come into the 
I cmple they shot down and niassacred a large imnibtM’ of them and they 
)»ourefl keix)sine ui)on them and burnt them,— a very horrible thing. 1 
have seen a telegram to the Prime Minister, and I have scioi a long, 

l»riijted document sent to Mombei-s of Parliament, roi)oi‘ting this atrocuty 
and laying it ui)oii the shoulders of the (lovorinriont as having support, ed 
the Mahaiit, ignoring altogether the fact that the Mah irit was immo<l lately 
rriininally prosecuted and trails tmited. That was circfully left out of 
UM *4 ml and out of the statement sent here to the Prime MiihstJ^r, app.irently 
by a lesjionsible pei-soii. However, (Tovorimicnt t/ook action, and very 

nMsonablo action. The Goveruraeiit said : ‘d^et us establish a Sikh Hoard 
<*f Control, which shall be made the repository of all the interests of the 
Sikh religion and of the property of the Sikhs, so that these 'rein pies 
may }>c administered in the interests of the Sikh religion.” That liw 
was passed, but it remained a dead letter. 

Thk Nabua Question 

'N hy did it remain a dead letter 1 Bacause the Sikh niovcmoiit li/id 
been laid hold of by the imlitical movement at AmritH iri whicli is the oontris 
as your Lordships are aware, of revolutionary propaganda and disinrl»aiico. 
I'o cut a long story shoit, this last tragedy was directly engint^ercfl in order 
create a fracas between the Government and the Sikhs, so that it <HuiJd 
le said that the British desired to repeat the tragedy of Amritsar, and sluMit 
down honest, religious Sikhs. Advantage was taken of tlie fact that^ 
die Mahan^ of Nabha had been deposed— no, not exactly dojiofled, the 
Maliara^ ol Rabha was a profligate and a vicious ruler, who entirely ignor' 
erl the interests of his country for several years. We did not thou interfere, 
lie liad committed outrages upon the subjects of the uoighliouriiig Maharaja« 
and the latter brought action against him. The matter was judicially dealt 
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vith. Ihe whole rccoid of the Maharaja of Nalha was gone into, aid 
it wan intiiThtcd to him that he should pay rompersatioii to bis neighbour, 
aid should uirit his cfhcc in faiour of his son, his son being placed under 
RcgCKy. The people of Na) ha were perfectly content at this. They knew 
that they bad got a good riddance. 

But the central rcvolutionaiy con mittce at Amritsar laid hold of this, 
jiid 1 have seen newspapeis deliberately representing that this was an 
u<t of oppiession on the i)ait of the British Government, who wished 
to dciose aid destioy a patriotic Sikh Chief, ar.d that the British 

Goveri ment wore intending to desecrate the shrines of the S^ikh religion 
ill Nabhu. They therefore organised a movement from a hundred miles 
cu* Fo away. They sei.t ii.sti uctioi.s to leligious Jathas, simplc*mindod 
pijiitar.s, that the shiines of their religion were being outraged, ai d that 
they must go in pilgrimage aid claim their right of xiraying and readii.;; 
the sciiptuies in these shnnes at Jaito. The pilgrims themselves knew 
lot why they came. They said that ** these are the orders of the 
C<»n mittce. It is pait of our Sikh law that w;e must obey the laws 
of our spiritual superiors/' Five huidicd pilgrims, who were noii-icsistors, 
aid alout 1,COO peasants aid otlicis, went in pilgrimage to Jaito in 

Older to lend their Scripture. They were infoinred that they would 
i;C»t bo allowed in the shiinc to enter lut only fifty at a time f(»r 
the puii'oso of making their devotions. They refused to accept this 

fcim, to eider fifty at a time. The inlgrinm themselves i>asscd on 
tow aids the shriie, aid the band of 1,000 opened fiie on the Poli(<' 
aid the Tifoys drawn up in front of the approach. The result was 
this deplorable incident, in which, again, State Troops and the Poli(«‘ 
had had to file on a ciowd of irir.oceiit aid religiously minded pc(>i>h‘. 
stilled up by a small revolutionary Ci mmittce, with whom they had 
lio adual connection whatever. 

If that kiid of thing can bo done for i>olitical purposes, if tin- 
icligioua iistiiict of tho people can bo traded upon for political and 
rcvolutionaiy pui pesos in that way, is it to bo supposed that aiiihi^ 

tious politiciai s uider a perfectly libeial Constitution are not going t»> 
appeal to religious fears ai d feelings in pursuit of their policies ? Th.it 
appears to me to l»c the incident of what is rejicatcdly done in Indi.i. 
namely, that the religious feelings are tmded upon in oi-der to scin*' 
political purposes. In w’hat I have said, 1 have been forced to oimt 
all refoionces to large sections of the aspect of tho present Indian 
problems which are of immense in)X)Oitaiice. One of them dt least 1 
must not bo suspected of having overlooked. 

It is inevitable when a Homo Rule movement springs up in 
country, w'hose admiiiistmtion has lieeii foreign, that hostility and injustici* 
should be shown towaids the agents of the hitherto luling i^ower. b 
is advanced uncomiiromisiijgly that the British have no right in India. 
The right of British statesmen, public .servants, merchaiJs and iiidu.-' 
trialists to bo in India to-day lies in the fact that they made tin' 
India of to-day, ar.d that no Home Rule or national movement could 
have been x>ossibl6 had it not been for their w^ork. The Indian Horn* 
Rule Party have adopted, and we have joined with them in adopting: 
the methods of tho British admiiiistmtion. 

Our statesmen and our public servants are loyally co-operating n* 
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the purpose of the MontagirChelmsfoixi Refoimi;, I have roienetl to 
what I thought ww a rc^ifrottable lack of limitation in what Mr. Uoyd 
George said in his ‘‘steel-frame” speech with n>^anl to the liKliati 
Services. He appeai'cd to forcecjist the maintenance in perpetuity of 
the Bi-itish Service iti India. It is. I thiiik. impossil»lo to associate this 
idea with the ultimate idea of Indian luitionalisin and Responsible 
<TOVcrnmeiit, but in the transition stage from the present to the future, the 
loyalty and devotion to the Indian interests of the British element in tho 
Pul>lic Service is as indispensable to the efficient working of any form 
i)f the Constitution in the public interests as is that rarliainentary co- 
operation on the pait of the un-ofiicial classes which 1 appealed t<o the 
Swaraj Taity to give. All my life I have been a public servant and 
Administrator rather than a politiciin, but I have written much, and 
exorcised perhaps some influence as a ^Kditician in the dircKion of 
roust itutional development which Inis v^hKJod me in ymu* Loixlships* Uo\tse. 
So far as I have any (lualifications for my present office, it is becaiise 
of this double cducatiofi, and fi-om myself at any i-ale the ju*hievcmcnts 
ukI the continuing indisponsiibility of the Indian Ibiblic Services will 
always (Hunimind admirable testimony. If that Service is to be reganled 
as in course of supercessioii, none the less it is at linist essential t-o the 
.Micocssful conduct of any traiisithin that its high iiualities slunild be 
ncognisod and appreciated and realised to the full by ail those 
\slio are engaged in the problem of effecting that transition. 

I have done my l)est, and I am afraul 1 have wearietl yo\u* Lonl- 
>1n*ps in doing so, to p\jt before you the views of His Majesty’s Govern- 
incut on the Indian situation, their iKilicy, and also the feelings of the 
I’ariy 1 represent outside Parliament. In regard to the aims of the 
Indian Swarajists, His Mj^esty’s Government are convinced that the pniper 
line towanls Home Rule in Iislia lies in friendly co-oi>erition. Ills 
Majesty’s Government have lieon impressed by two characteristics in the 
atniosjdicre of Indian isilitics. First is the intense, and as t.hey are 
convinced, the grievously mistaken mistrust and detenu i nation of the 
umoiii promising intraiisigienco indicated in the election manifesto of the 
S>'anij ]»aity last aiituinn, and also the dissatisfaction ex|)ro8sc<l by more 
jinslcrato advocates of Solf-Govoriimont. Secondly and more recently, the 
;ippic(‘i;\)>le modification of that hostile and intransigient attitude indicated 

only in the recent pmceediiigs in the IjCgislative Assoinbly, but in 
^'laiiy commuiiicjitions and expressions of opinion which have reached JJis 
Majesty's Government l)oth through official and un-official channels from 
p'Msoiis representing w^eighty and iiiHuoutial o])inions, ivho are anxious 
tint by some manner of Conference a way forw.iitl may bo found out 
“t the present difficulties. His Majesty’s Government having themselves 
tlic same ultimate aim as the Indian »Swaraj Paity, namely, the sulist>i“ 
tnijin of responsible Indian Dominion Government for the present 
aMinittedly transitional political Constitution, are earnestly dcsinms of 
a^ailiiij^ themselves, in whatever way may Iki found, the best 

ih<xl of this manifest dis|JOsition towards effoctual consultation on the 
'•inous modes of making this appioach. It has Ikscu nirofficially sugges- 
t’d and the Legislative Assembly has proposed a Itouiid Table Conforoiioo. 

The National Confebbncb 

The Indian National Conference is proiwsing to send a deputation 
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over, ai d the i epre«eiit«tive8 of lidiaii iiktcrests in this couiitiy have 
8f]^(sebted a miHaion to India* His Majesty's Govemmeiit, while they are 
open to consider any practical pioix)sals, are not yet satisfied as to 
what may l)e the best means for establishing that closer contact and 
better understaiiding that are so manifestly desirable. > Home means of 
arriving at that closer contact most, they are convinced, l»o sought, and 
they hope, after due consultation with the Government of India, to ]»e 
able uith the least avoidable delay t<» decide uv»on the means they will 
desire to adof»t. 

Plea for Co-operation 

In the meantime, His Majesty's Goverimient is unequivocally fnciidl> 
towards the li dian Constitutional Refoim Party, and appeals to that 
Party for patience and circumspection, and for co-opemtion in using the 
Councils for their essential imriKtscs of efficient admit list mtion, according 
to the views of members on any paiticuhir question, and not as a fiehl 
for administrative sabotage, and ]X)liticacl asccrliatioii.. His Majesty’s Govern- 
meiit, during the sb(»it period since it took office, has been contiiiiaill> 
pressed for attciitioii to urgent rostters, ai d it has been imiv»ssiblo ba- 
it to explore all the factors of the difficulty in the present Indian 
jiolitical atmosphere. It is only a week since the cntical debate in the 
lycgislativc AsHero]»Iy took jilaee. 'J’hc investigation of the situaticni whn h 
tlie Goveriinicnt of India has already promised to make eannot fail 
assist that G(>>en.meiit to furnish His Majesty's Govemmeiit with fuitliei- 
ror side red advice upon the pioblems involved, and as to llie 
l^ossible lines of approach to any further developm(‘nts. 
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Thm Lords Deboto—Coatiiiuod 

IX>RD CURZON, following Lord Olivier, referring to the niifortunate 
cvente in the Punjab in eonnection with the Sikhs, said that the Sikhs had been 
not only violent mrriors but also were the most loyal subjects of the Crown, 
and tihere must have been deplorable misunderstanding somewhere to havo 
brought about this situation. He did not apportion the blame to anj’lxKly. 
and expressed the opinion that the Oovemment of India were i)eriecti> 
right in enforcing the abdication of the Maharaja of Nabha, but thorn 
must have been something wrong in a state of affaii's which allowed a 
religious movement to develop into a political agitation, associated with daooity 
aTid accompanied by violence and crime. The Government of India must 
really take this in hand. He was glad that a strong and fearless man 
had been appointed as the Governor of the Puiyab. under whoso administra 
tion, be trusted, that an end might be put to the trouble, and the Sikhs 
would return to their old loyalty artd co-operation with the (fevernmont. 
liord Curson criticised the unconditional release of Mr. Gandhi and expressed 
the opinion that it was the work of the Bombay Govt. In view of Mr. 
Gandhis expression of his intention of prosecuting his previous eree<l, wo might, 
he said, be faced with a recrudescence of the old agitation, am! we had 
tied our hands, for wo could not again imprison him. Ho asked how 
the release of other political prisoners on medical groiuids could be refused. 
Continuing, Ix>rd Curzoii said that he understood that Loitl Olivier, on behalf 
of the Glovernment, had promised that thero should b.^ a series of investi- 
gations and oonsultations with the representatives of Indian opinion, and 
if such investigations disclosed the advisability of an advance within the 
Government of India Act, the Government would make Regulations, and 
submit them to the IjCgislative Assembly, the Secretary of State, and 
rjiijiamont. He hoped that His Majesty’s Government would not sympathise 
with the proposal for a Bound Table Conference. It would be impossible 
to imagine a more disastrous method of approaching the situation. The 
ex|>erionce in Britain of a Round Table Conference did not encourage the 
hope of any success. They did not want any more Royal Commissions. 
The Government ought to approach the men who wore working the 
Reform Scheme in India, namely the Governors and the Viceroy, 
atnl ask them how the Reforms wore progressing. He concluded by 
emphasising that the Government wore bound, by the whole history <»f 
this question, to consult Parliament with regard to any changes. 

*11)0 debate was adjourned till the next day. 

ON FEBRUARY 28TH, LORD MESTON, resuming the on 

Ij'dia, said that after Lord Olivier's statement, the speaker's appreheir 
sioiis that he had leanings towards the policy of abdication wore, at any 
rate, materially allayed. If Lord Olivier yielded to the claims for Pro- 
vincial autonomy, twelve months would not have passed before an outcry, 
«q«uUly loud, persistent, and unconvincing, would be made for Inii»erial 
autonomy. It would be impossible to contemplate measures which carriecl 
those concessions with them. He congratulate the Oovemment on their 
decision not to partiripate in a Round Table Conference. Such Confer- 
ence w'ould diive the remaining Moderates to range themselves beside 
Extremists and w'eaken the power of the Executive. The time ha^l 
cotne to throw over the Constitution. The result of the adoption 
of c«itain amendments lieing canvassed here and in India would certanr 
87 
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ly be to scrap the Gonsdtutbn* They must adhere to a pc^oy of 
jp'ad'udly fitting India for Sell*Qovernment> or drop the whde idea and 
hand over the Govemmeiit to men who had no programme at all* 

EARL BALFOUR thought that the impression lu4 gradually grown 
up ill some quarters that we were acting simply as a drag upon the 
natural movement towards representative institutions in India which» hut 
for thiSf would run a safci kippy and useful ooursci and those in India 
hampering our policy were only hastening the glorious time when free 
institutions, modelled on the DomiiiioiiSi would prevail in India* He was 
convinced that this impression was one of the most profound illusions. 
Those modern statesmen of India had taken up our catch-woids and 
professed admiration for our institutions, but without apparently realising 
the spirit by which alone such institutions could be properly worked. 
He said that he was not pessimistic with regaitl to the ultimate result, but it 
would be perfect folly to suppose that the result could immediately be attained. 
Every thing going on in India now had increased his sense of depi'ession 
regarding the {lolitieal elements there. They showed infinite ingenuity 
in Parliamentaiy manoeuvre and admirable qualities of speech, but that watt 
not the main thing re(|uired. Their ingonuity, so far as he could see, was 
wholly destructive. There never was a country where the ditficulticH 
of constitutional Government were naturally gi^eater than in India. Indian 
agitators would be committing a great crime against their fellow country’ 
men if they set themselves to the work of merely shattering what they 
found, without giving the leswt suggestion of what should take its place. 
Proceeding, Earl Balfour said that if wo left India to itself, it was 
absolutely as oeitain as anything could be that she would relapse into 
absolute Government. The destruction of British Rule meant the asser* 
tion of all that wns least good in the natural growth of Indian society. 
He could see no alternative to the Act of 1UI9. The idea that by a 
stroke of pen freedom could be brought to the three hundred 
millions for whom we were responsible, was one of the most fantastic 
dreams that had ever occurred to the wildest political speculator. The 
task was one of supreme difficulty, but we could not shirk it. The 
burden is thera, and must be borne. It would require the utmost 
resolution, courage, and patriotism if we were to carry it on success- 
fully. 

TIu dibatt ihfn ended with the Hsing ef the Jfom, 

The Sail Tax Debacia 

The telegraphic summary of tiie speech of IauxI Olivier which was 
communicated to India by Reuter on the 26tb Feb. alarmed Anglo-lndis 
and the Govi specially on the reference made to the iniquitous salt tax. Am 
agitation was set on foot to explain away what Ixird OHvier had said on thib 
point. Lea^ng newspapera in London continued for days to express surprise 
tibat wrong interpretations s^uld have been put upon l^rd Olivier s reference 
about the Salt Tax. The iierning PeeU eommeiiting on tibe suloect, drew 
altmation to the fact that its Delhi correspondent, in common with other 
Indiaii correspondentii of London newspapers, bad pointed to the hostile 
reception accorded in India to the passages of Lord OHvier’s recent speech 
in the House of L»ds iii which he relemd to the S^ Tax. The paper 
proceeds : *Tt is eyident tiiat a gaiUed version of this part of the speech 
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miitiic oaUed i»> India ; for, none of tbo sM^imeiitd made hv 

I/]^ Olivier with regard tio the gait Tax aud offieially TejH>rted could 
well be desci^bed as daugeTOUs nonsense, nor did he give it as his opinion 
thit ihe Indian Salt Tax was a peculiarly iuiiiuitous ai;d horrible form of 
taxation. It appears fixnn the officia] report that Loid Olivier referred to 
the certification of the Salt*Tax as a matter which had been mentioned to 
him repeatedly as contributing to the present atmosphere of mistrust ard 
prejudice. He pointed out that the action of the Gk>vernment of India, in 
( 3 Citifyin« the Salt Tax, was financially necessaiy, and he nutdo no uiifavoi' 
able criticism whatever upon that eoui'Se, nor upon the reasonableness of 
the Salt Tax as a foim of taxation. The unfortunate part of the matter 
was, I^rd OKvier said, that there was double prejudice involved in the 
matter. He then a made a jocular reference to the once ortbo<lox doctrine 
with regard to Gabelle ai:d the origin of the French Kevolutimi, and sup* 
posed that most of us have it ingmined in our homn to regard the ^it 
Tftx as a peculiarly iniiiuitous and horrible form of taxation. After this, 
ho explained how what ho had described as a pr^iudice ai'oso, and why 
it was so general in India as to produce stmng popular feeling quite inde- 
[kcrdently of whether the tax was really onerous or not. It is easy to sec 
how, in a shortened version, the words quoted above could lie made to 
lioar an entirely different meaning from that intended, and therefore 
hasten to point out that Indian papers, and in oonsequenoe, Indian coitos* 
|H>nd€iits of English papers, have been entirely misled.*' 

Pressure was put upon the new Labour Secretary for India to correct 
his strong indictment of the Government of India on the Salt'Tax, ainl on 
March 5th, Lord Olivier in a press interview was prevailed upon to express 
great surprise at the interpretation placed in India on that part of his recent 
Hl>eoch. In the speech he pointed out that the Government of India a action 
ill ceitifying the Salt Tax was fiiiancially necessary. He made no unfavourable 
criticism whatsoever upon the Govt, of Indias action, nor on the reason* 
ableness of the Salt Thx as a form of taxation. All that ho contended 
was that such a course of action as the Government of India felt to 
he necessary inevitably encountered prejudice. liOrd Olivier himself was 
not prejudiced against the Salt Tax, provided it was not onerous. Tlie 
question of whether it wfis onerous was for the judgment of the Oovont- 
ineiit of India, and in the present issue, the sole question was w^hethor 
reduction of provincial oontri^tions was worth maintaining on a slightly 
hi;;:her rate of the Salt Tax than there need be without such reduction. 

As the Daily Tdegraph observed : '‘I/ord Olivier expressed hinisolf as 
greatly surprised at the interpretation which had been placed in Itidm 
upon that part of his speech in which be referred to the Sait Tax. He 
had mei*e]y set out to enumerate certain factors, which, in bis opinion, 
had contributed to the increased distrust in the genuineness of inteiitioim 
ol the Keforms. Lord Olivier went on to refer to the ceitificotion of the 
Tax, which had been mentioned to him as causing mistrust and pre* 
juflice. He potnied out in his speech that the Govcriiinoi.t of India's 
Jw'tion, in eertifying the Salt Tax, was financially necessary, and ho m^e 
unfavoimble oriticiBin whatsoever \\\yon the Government of ItidWa 
action, nor upon tiie reasonaUeiiess of the Salt Tax as a form of taxation. 
All that he was at pains to argue tvas that such a course of action as tho 
©niment of India felt to be necessary inevitably encountered what ho 
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fieaorib^; as a double pi*€|juidioe» that prejudice anslug quite independently 
of whether the tax was really appreciably onerous or not Loid Olivier 
himself has no prcaudioe at all against the Salt Tax as afoim of taxation* 
provided* of course, that it is actually not oueroua Whether, in the case 
of India, the tax is onerous or not, the question is for the judgment of the 
i^vernment of India, and in the present issue, I^rd Olivier argues that 
the sole question to be decided is whether the reduction in Provincial 
l^ontributions is or is not worth maintaining on a slightly higher mte of 
the Salt Tax than tijcre need be without such reduction. On that 
•question liord Olividr shares the view of the Government of India 
that the proposal which they have made is worth while. It is in fact a 
matter for the Government of India and the [legislative Assembly to decide 
J>6tweeii them.” 

IN THK HOUSE OF COMMONS - 1NTBRPKLLATION8 

The question was again i-aisod in the House of Commons on March 10th 
by Sir Ch irles Yat3, the die-hard anti-litdian Tory, wj/io asked what communi- 
H^ations had passed between the Government of India and I^rd Olivier with 
reference to the allusion to the Salt Tax in the latter s speech. Piof. RichardH 
Undersecretary for India, replying on behalf of the India Oflice declined, 
to depart from the long established practice under which communications 
to and from the Government of India were treated as confidential. 

0.1 March 17th Sir Henry Craik asked whether Prof. Richards protK)sed 
any evidence indicating that serious hardships had been caused by the 
operation of the Indian Salt Tax, or that it had led to an agitation on the 
part of any large section of the population. 

Prof. Richards replied that he supposed ;ill taxation involved some 
<legree of haixiship, but Sir H. Craik knew that in the case of the Indian 
Sfdt Tax, it was difticult to distinguish between economic and political consider 
atioTis. 

Sir H. Craik repeated/the question for a definite reply. 

Mr. Lausbury pointed cut that the legislative Assembly had rejecte<l 
this tax. A Conservative Member declared that the agitation was only among 
politicians. 

Mr. lensbury : No. 

The Speaker intervened at this stage saying that the matter could not 
1)6 debated at questiou time. 


On the Round Tnble Corfeience 

On March 3rd, in the House of Commons, replying to Sir Frederick Hall, 
the Representative of the India Ollioe said that the Secretary of State 
had not yet received any reoommeudatioDs from the Government of India 
iniavpr of taking action on Fmidit Matilal Nehru’s motion (for a Round 
Table Conference) adopted by the Legislative Assembly.* 

On Maiuh 10th, in the House of Commons, I'eplying to Mr. limshury 
with regard to a Round Table Conference on a fuither iostidment of 
Self-Government for India* Prof. Richards said that the attitude of the 
Government of India had already been indicated by the speeches of 
Sir M. Hailey. The Government of India were initiatiiig an euquir}’ 
on the lines indicie^ in those spoephes. The Gk>yen.ment were couti' 
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to »ek other oveuues^ where% the present situation might lie 
eaiiw A* I'OgaFds the exteneiou of the franchise) it was not under* 
,<tood that this was advocated by ai.y of the speakers who had urged 
the grant of increased powers in the Indian Legislature, and in view 
of the recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee of 191 A, 
Urd Olivier was rot prepared to take any immediate steps in that 
ilirectiou. 

Mr. Wardlaw Milne said that Piof. Richards’ remaik about sock- 
ing other aveimee was very indefinite and askod what he meant 

Sir Henry Craik asked : “ Do the Government intend to adhere 
to the provisions of the Act of 1**19 for deferring the I'evision of the 
( onstitution for a d^adef 

Prof. Richards replied : “ That is exactly the )X) 9 itioii”. 

The last portion of the answer given by Prof. Richards has boon 
later explained as inisloading owing to Picf. Richards not hearing the 
«)uestioii clearly. ^ 

To clear the point Sir Henry Cmik asked again a (luestion on Mai'ch 
24th, with regaid to the Government’a adherence to the provision of the 
tiovernment of Iiidia Act of 1919, postponing for a decade any alteration 
of the constitution thereby established. 

Piof. Richards, replying, reiterated tlnit the Goveniinent adhered to 
the inovisions of the Act, but he was doubtful whether the provisions 
would sustain the interpretation which Sir H. Craik seemed to place on 
them. 

Sir H. Craik recalled that the Joint Committee, upon whoso roiK)it 
the House of Commons had accepted the Act of 1910, had expressed 

the opinion that the Statutory Committee should not bo appointed until 
the expiration of a decade, and meanwhile, no substantial change in the 
('onstitution should be made. 

Prof. Richards replied that the Parliament could not bind its succes- 
If any fundamental change was made, it would !)e made by Purlia** 

nicnts. 

Sir W. Joy nson- Hicks asked it Prof. Richards meant that the Govern- 
I'leiit were considering the alteration of what the last Parliament had done. 

Prof. Richards’ leply was inaudible but appeared to indicate dissent. 

KKVISION OP THIS C0N8TI1VTI0N 

Again, on April t'th, replying to fcir Henry - Craik, Prof Kichaida 

'iiifl tliat in accordance w'ith the procedure in the past, which w'as accepted 
'>y the Govt., no modification affecting the Constitution of the (k>vt. of 

l[ <iia established under the Act of 1919, would be proposed by any 

(’oveniment without due notice being given in the House of Commons. 

Mr. Hope Simpson pointed out that during the discussion on the 
**ovenim6nt of India Act in Committee, Mr. Montagu said that this 
^‘rtiorj would not tie the hands of Parliament in any way, and a Commis- 
"loii might be issued at any time. 

^ ^ir Henry Craik suggested that there was nothing that would tie the 
''iisls of Parliament, but only that Parliament would I)e informed befora 
•vtion was taken.. 

Prof. Richards indicated assent. 
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House Cominoiie — Otker Intetpefiatioiis 

BAM (A4 MB. HORMIMAM 

On March Si4> replying to Commaider Kenwoithy, Prof. BiehardH 
said that the Goysniments of ludia aod Bombay, considering Mr. Horni- 
man’s history whilst in In£a, and his published writings stnee hk 
deportation, bad repeatedly decided against allowing his return. The 
Oo\eniment of India had only a few days ago resisted a motion 
ill the Assembly permitting his return, and it would be difficult for I^id 
Olivier to insist, in the present position of Indian affairs, that the Govern- 
ment of India should withdraw their objection. 

Commander Kenwoiihy asked if it was considered right that a man 
should be deprived of his livelihood without the chance of any sort of 
public enquiry. 

A Conservative member asked if it was to be understood that Lord 
Olivier considered that the order should be rescinded. The Minister did 
not reply. • 

CROWK 00L0NIR8 COMMITTSS. 

Replying to Mr. Wardlaw Milne, Prof. Richards expected very shoitiv 
to announce the names of the members of the Crown Colonies Committot^ 
referred to in the Viceroys speech of January 31. The meeting to he 
held in London, he hoped, would begin at the end of March. Subsequent!) 
the following names were announced for the Committee: H. H. Ihc 
Aga Khan, Sir Benjamin Robertson, Mr. Hope Simpson, M. P., Mr. T. 
Kangachatiar, and Mr. K. C. Roy. This question was again raised on 
the 17th when Prof. Richards replying to Major Ormsby-Gbre said 
that this Committee was to meet in London in the middle of Apiii. 
The terms of refetenco would be to make representations to Mr. Thomas 
on all questions of Indians domiciled in Kenya, arising from tho 
discussion embodied in the White Paper, and certain pending questiois 
with recard to Indians in Piii. Mr. Hope Simpson wo^d be thf 
Chairman. 

Major OimsbyGore asked how’ the teinis of referei:ce had Ihjpu 
imiTowed down to Kenya and Fiji, when the whole ohjeot of th** 
Committee was to examine how Irdians were treated thioughout the 
Colonies. 

Mr. Berkley asked if the Committee would consider the resumption 
of Indian immigration to the Colonies for purposes of labor. The 
Min’ster did not reply. 

PAY OF INDIAM POLITICAL DEPAKTMiCNT. 

Replying to Col. Howard Bury, Prof. Richards said that tire matter 
of equal pay of the Indian Political Department officials for equal 
service, whether taken from the Irdian Army or the Civil Service, 
now being considered in India. He updeiatood that the Royal Commission 
on Superior Civil Services in India piopcsed to include it in the scopp 
of its enquiry. Lord Olivier was oommunicating with the Goverrimciit 
of India on the subiect. 

MGyiATIOM III OF IMF. 

On March 10th a uaim interlude followed the question by Mi- 
Paker leiuestirg the Govenment to see that the recommendatrons 0f the 
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Sajffa Bepresaive Iawb Committee were carried out regarding the limitatioa 
of Hie Bengal Regulation 3 of 1818 to the original purposes, and not put 
into operatioii against British subjects, except on inflammable frontiers. 
Prof. Richards replied pointing out that the Committee s recommendations 
were qualified by the recognition of grave emergencies which might arise, 
necessitating a weapon'' of this nature. He declared that the recrudescence 
of pditioal^ murder plots in Bengal had necessitated the recent use of 
the regulation and the Secretary of State was not disposed to press 
the Government of India, in the existing conditions, to take up immo- 
di«atcly the question of alternative legislation. After a number of supple- 
inentary questions had been put, Mr. Ijansbury announced his inteution 
to laise the matter on an adiouriimont at the first opiK)rtiinity. 

THE JAITO AFFAIR. 

Seveivil questions urged steps to prevent the repetition of the Jaito 
.latha troubles. Mr. J.ansbury requested the Secretary of State to mk 
the Viceioy to hold a Jull inquiry into the whole proi^oedings of the 
last .Tatha. 

Prof. liichaixls declared that he had no doubt that the Govenr 
merit of India would take the iieces-saiy steps to asooitain full facts, 
riiorefore it was unnecessary to adopt Mr. Lansbiiry s suggestion. 

AIUOURNHBNT ON .TAITO. 

On March llth, on adjournment, Mr. George I^nsbury drew 
attciitioii to the Jaito disturbances, the Bombay strike and the 
(fovernment's refusal to hold a Round Table Conference. Ho said 
that it was an extraordinary thing if the police were hemmed in at 
.laito by tremendous crowds that not a single iKilicemaii or soldier had 
Ih'cii iiyured. Ho quoted a message fi-oin the »Seci*etary of the Indian 
Ti-ado Unionist Conference and the member of the Assembly declaring 
that I^rd Olivier had been given false information, and that no fire-arms 
)»ad been captured. 

Prof. Richaitls, replying, said that the Government hml full sympathy 
\v’ith the ultimate idea placorl before the House hy sucoessivo Governments 

the past 50 years, that eventually Britain should give the groat 
l>uminiuii of India full and complete Self'Govornmcnt. With regard to 
the Bombay strike, he quoted the loader of the strike, Mr. Joseph 
Haptistii, who, in one thing, was like John the Baptist, namely, in that 
he was crying in the wilderness, as the men had struck against his 
•uhico. Pitif. Richards communicated the latest information from India on 
die subject, and as regards Jaito, he eulogised the Hikhs for their fine 
to the Umpire. It was exceedingly dltticult for the Government 
India to try to keep peace l>etween two wraugliiig religious liodies. 

He referred to the passage of the Shrines Act of 1922, which hiwl not 
r»een put into opemtion. The sitting of the House, at this point, auto- 
niatically closed. 

JOINT INDIAN CX>MMITTBE. 

The same day the House of Lords adopted without discussion a motion 
pressing the desirability of appointing a Standing Joint Committee on 
bidiaii Affairs of both the Houses to examine and report on any BiU 

matter referred to them specially by either House, and ooninder, wMa 
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« view to reportiugf if iieceBiary* o& any matter relating to Indian aflTair^ 
brought to the notice of the Committee Ly the Secretary of State for 
India. Lord Olivier, in movbg the iesolution, said that the Committee 
would consider any matter referred to them by the Govornmeiit or 
House, paiticularly any question of the moment. He was not awave 
that there was any such question that they desired to submit immediately, 
hut if what was foreshadowed in the Indian Legislative Assembly should 
mature, namely, that the Ooveniment of India should consider the ttossiblr- 
extension of, or amendment to, the Buies under the Oovemment of India 
Act, that was the Hind of subject they should desire to refer to the Joir.t 
Committee. 

BOMBAY MILL STRIKE. 

On March 17th in reply to Mr* Lansbury with re^id to the Bombay 
Cotton Mill strike. Prof. Bichards said that he had no official information witii 
regard to the numW of operatives who had left Bombay, and none with 
regard to any deaths due to starvation. He had telegrapW to the Govcrir 
ment of India for further information with reg&rd to the cause of the 
dispute. He was also enquiring with regard to the measures taken 
relieve the distress caused by the strike. 

RESTORATION OF ORANTH. 

The same day, replying to Col. Howard Bury on the sanction of giants 
Prof. Bichards said that he was afraid he could not attempt to anticipate any 
which might have to be taken when all the demands for grants had 
been dealt with in the Assembly, and Col. Howard Bury would doubtlc8»i 
recognise that the natural place for the announcement of the decision 
would be the Assembly itself. 

Mr. Waidlaw Milne : May we take it that this Governmeitt will 
strongly suppoit the Viceroy in any measure ho may take? 

The Minister did not reply. 

JOINT COMMiTTAB ON INDIA. 

The House of Commons unanimously agreed to a resolution moved h> 
Mr. Griffiths on the same lines as the resolution passed by the House ot 
Lords on llth March regarding the appointment of a Joint Committee 
on Indiin Affairs. Subsequently the names of H. of Commons members 
on the Joint Committee were given out : Messrs Clarke, Meyler, Wardlaw 
Milne, Bamsay Muir, Scurr, Hope Simpson, Snell, Wellhead, Winteiton 
(Farll and Sir Charles Yate. And the I.ords : De'La Warn Bussell 
Middleton, Harns, Lamingtoii, Montagu, MacDonnell, Pentland, Hardinge 
Clwyd, ai:d Meston. 

BENGAL REJEOITON OP GRANTS. 

On Mai'ch Slat, in the House of Commons, Col. Howard Bury drew attci<‘ 
tion to the Bengal Councils i*ejeotion of the vote for Ministers’ salanes, ai.d 
suggested that these services should be restored to the Beserved sui^ 
feo as to enable the Governor to restore the grant. 

Pi of. Bichaids replied that he thought that Col. Howard Bury 
would agree on reileotion that the solution he si^gested was not 
feasible under the Cotstituliou. He undeistood that, if ueoessary, 
Governov would{ administer the Transferred Subjects, and be resporsib*^' 
lor tbem. 
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Jan.-March 1924. 



Chronicle of Event* 


23 Nov 23 Kenyo Imnigfotion Bill poblitbed ia the Official (iasetCe. 

31 Dee 23 Kenya Legitlatore opened by Sir Bobert Ooryodon who aaiorel that 

there ooold be no qaeetion modifying the prineiplee laid down in 
the White Paper. 

4 Jan 2i Kenya Oonetitution Bill paeied. Indian Memben reeigned. 

8 Jan 24 Clan Areae Bill of 1224 pnbliehed In the Union Govt. Gasette. 

8 Jan 24 Natal Provinolal Conncl paeied the Hnlett Ordinance refnaing Mnni- 

eipal Pran ihiM to Indiant, anbjeet to Governor-GeneraPa conient. 
Thia ordinance waa Identical with one paiaed previoaily by the 
oonnoil bat vetoed by the Governor-GeneraMn-Oqnnoil. 

13 Jan 24 Indian lierchanta of Johanneibnrg etarted agitation to fight theOlasi 

Areaa Bill. 

19 Jan 24 Eatt Afriea Indian Oongreaa with lira. Naidn aa Preaident. . 

20 Jan 24 Report of the Britiah Goiana Depntatlon pnbliafalbd* 

21 Jan 24 Earl of Athlone. new Governor-General of Booth Africa, preaented with 

Addreaa by the Cape Indian Union who prayed that he would 
aympathetically oonaider their poaition there. 

Mail meeting of Durban Indiana atrongly proteited against the claia area^ 
bill and railed fnnda to fight it. 

29 Jan 24 Colonial Saoretary, Mr. Thomaa, at the reoeption of Empire Journalista at 
the Colonial offioe aaid that the policy of the Kenya white paper would 
be followed by the Labour Govt. 

4 Feb 24 Meeting! againit olaaa areaa bill held throughout Natal— reaolution pawed 
that if the biU beoame law, the matter would be brought before the 
League of Nation!. Deputation of Natal Indian Congreaa waited on 
the Miniiter of the Interior proteating againat the Hulett ordinance. 

4 Feb 24 Nunan-Lukhoo Memorandum on Guiana Coloniiation Scheme pnbliifaed. 

8 Feb 24 Sir Joaeph Nonan expounds hia Colonisation Soheme to forty members of 
the Indian Legfalatnrea at Delhi. 

14 Feb 24 Mahatma Gandhi iaiueabla Statement Bn. the Claaa Areaa Bill. 

16 Feb 24 Indian Aiaoelationa of South Africa aend a Denntation to the Home 

Minister, Union Govt, making repreaentation againat the Claes 
Arras Bill. 

21 Feb 24 Speaking at Pretoria Mra. Naido said that India's OMsaage to Indians was 
< within the Empire if poaaible, without, if neceaaary.' 

24 Feb 24 Hr. Saitri'a lecture at the Criterion Club, Delhi, on Indiana Overaeai. 

29 Feb 24 Imperial Indian Oitisenihip Aaaooiationa* appeal to the Viceroy Rk. 

Indiana Overaeaa. 

17 Mar 24 Mra. Naido interviewa Mr. Duncan on the Claaa Arras Bill. 

18 Mac 24 Mahatma Gandhi iacoed atatementa on the Guiana Colonisation Soheme— 

Standing Committee, Indian Lrgialative Assembly, Delhi, consider 
the Gniana Ooloolaation Soheme. Mr. Pillay was inivited but 
waa abarnt, 

30 Mar 24 Bmnta-Naldo interview Bn. the Claaa Areaa Bill. 

I April 24 Sdoond Beading of the Olaaa A^eas Bill in the Union Parliament. 



THE CONDITION OF 

The Indians Overseas. 

The following pages deal with the tluoatoiiing position of Indians iu 
j^uth Africa and East Africa, and incidentally with tlie British Guiana 
Deputation that came to India in January last. This year the main 
trouble of Indians in Africa have been the Class Areas Billot the Thuon 
Govt, of South Africa aud the Immigration Bill of the Konya Govt. 
Regarding these mattem no better exponent of the Indian case has ever 
stood out boldly, alike in Govt, conclaves as in the public platform, than 
the Kt. Hon. Srinivas Sastry. His famous Bangalore speech of Docondiei* 
23rd which sounded the clarion call of an alMndia agitation has Ikjou given 
in the !• A. R. 1923 ^upp. page. 226 Since then Mr. Sastri has vehemently 
espoused the Indian case in season and out, alike in the Council of State 
siiid in public meetings, and has hit out straight. In presenting tlic Indian 
rase wo can do no. better than reproduce a speech of his delivered at 
a inoctirig of the Criterion cluh, Delhi, on Feb. 2 4 tin 1924 iininodiatcly 
after the National Conferenco. In the course of his speech Mr. Sastii 
rrferred to (jciil. Smuts and said: — 


Gbxl, Smuts 

The great man who ralei over the deatintes of South Afriea» Oeneral Smuti, 
leut the weight of hit aothotity to the agitation of the White community in 
Kenya. He backed them to the utmost of hit power and 1 beard at the India 
omce that be tent many a long cablegram to the Brltiib Cabinet advlilng them, 
threatening them, and generally warning them that the British Cabinet were not dealing 
with Kenya only, bat with the whole of Africa, meaning the whole of white Africa; 
aod in the coarse of the discnitione it became evident the question wonld be: will 
the Indian cate prevail or the African case prevail 1 They presented to the British 
Cabinet this alternative : **If yon are going to redress the so-called grievances of 
the Indian oommnnity, yon wonld be driving ns out of the Empire. The Indians 
teii yon for their part that if you were going to decide the innes in onr favour, 
India would have to go out.’* 

the British Cabinet was obliged in some way to settle the question as though 
it were a case between Africa and India. One time the propaganda of the whiten 
reached sneh proportions that it looked likely that it wonld bo a cue not only of 
Africa versos India, bnt of the whole of the Dominions and Crown Colonies veisnt 
India. Lnckily, the Dominions were too sensible and too aware of the magnitnde of 
the difficaltiu of the Empire that they refnsed to throw in their lot with Africa. 

Von may ask, said Mr, Sartri : *Why is Africa pitted against India in this 
matter’? Now it is alleged it is sot only a question of economical interestp, but 
it is a qoeation of two cnitnrrs and two civiJisatlons struggling to oocnpy the 

laoie gronnd. That is how they pnt it : u though India were behind Ibis move- 
ment and were straggling to obtain a large and seenre foothold on the continent of 
Africa. In Bonth Africa there is a very pecnliar eonstitntioa which 1 think the 
aogli^ih people did not fnlly nnderstand when they aDnexed South Africa. The Ideal 
winch the South Africans have is injurious and diametrically opposed to the ideals 
of the British Empire. British Empire Weals are well known. Thou arc jniilce 

all found, equity uE round and brotherhood between all peoples composing the 

commonwealth. In South Africa the fundamenral law inclndea the declaration: 

: •^•11 be no equality between white and coloured persons in church or 

decades the South African white, who is the Boer fffedomi&anUy , 
ess hod struggle with the blacks of Africa, and therefore bu from bis very 

Jnw notion that the black man is unequal to ild^hS 

nnd 1* the white he ho 

so or killed off. When therefore the British 
with this Weal which runs clean against their own cherished Wtal. British 

S8 
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■totafoMii anderto^ a mtUn» mpoattbaiftj and ih«j mart baia aowid la Ihm* 
aelf«i lliatf if tliay loaadU aaoeiaafy to aaaes Soath Adiea with tiiia dimUiiff 
doalrlae^ laanlng ooaaUf ofoa to Ohriftiaatly, lluy at laait waia aadai a «orat 
obUgatloo to tee that tbla degndlag idtal aever tiataUtd bcyoad Soath JdH^t tbat 
U WM eooflaed to thia pilmltiva popalatloa of Boon. 

Bat what happeaod in the oaae of Benya f White peo|de fioai Soath Attica 
weat then, oairled thelf doctrine and refereed the oanent which Kenya aiaira had 
ran for a long time ; tor an Indian aapeot had been giren to the progreei of affaire 
in KonyOp whioh now the Boer wai delmmiaed to eheek with a flew, ffret of all, 
^ reetfiotiag the immigration of the lodiaat and afkerwardi, in eonrie of tinie» ae 
hie power grew, finally to oloae the doore of Bait Atriea to iadiani altogether. 

Now, leit yon ihonkl think that 1 am oforateting the oaie, 1 hate brongbt 
yoo a memoraodam whioh ffeneral Small preiented to the Imperial Oonterence. fle 
oimented their oaie and hie principal deiire wai to get repealed that reiolatioa of 
1021 of the Imperial Oonterence whioh recommended that Indiaai eferywhere in the 
Empire ibonld be granted eqnal righti of citieenibip with any other elaii of Hie 
Hajeity’i lubieota. General Smnti wai lo impremed with the Indian caee, with the 
difflonltioi whioh the Empire wai experiencing in holding togethm, that he aotnallj 
•aid i ^Althongh it ii not ponible tor me to Joini my lympathy ii with Hr. Baitri; 
let thii reiolntion go; 1 do not mind; profideii it doei not bind me.' 

Gen. SmnU cimei forward in 1923 and teili the Oonferenoe : *it wai a miitake 
of yonri to hare pamed that rmolntion; yon onght now to repeal it*; and he pnti 
it on the expreii groand that equality ii an idea foreign to tne Empire. Whoever 
thoaght of eqnality between people and people in the Empire f He layi lo openly; 
and it if worth while for me to read that to yon. Sayi the Memo:*— 

There ii no eqnal Britiih citizenship in the Empire, and it is qnite wrong (this 
ii the point) for a British inbjeot to claim eqnality of righte in any part of the 
Empire to which he has migrated or where he happeni to be living. There ii no 
indignity at all or affront in the denial of inch eqnality. Once thia ia clearly re- 
cogniied the stigma above referred to falls away.' 

There is no eqnality— so we will treat Indians as onr inferiori^ bat there fi no 
etigma in it and Indians have no right to feel it at all. That is the kind of argnment 
that Gen. Bmnti addressed to the Oonferenoe. Bat he went further. He attacknl 
Mr. Baitri. Tbii is what be laid 

' Mr. Baitrt by hii minion and his ipeeobei baa nndoabtedly made matters worse; 
he has for instance never failod whenever an opportnnity preiented itself to attack the 
Indian policy of Booth Africa and thereby has greatly exasperated pnblio opinion in 
that dominion, already very sensitive on this issne. In other dominioiw be bis 
made people alive to the inne— indeed he has largely created it. The claim he 
has everywhere vigoroasly pressed for eqnal franchise and rights for Indians over 
the whole Empire has not only gone farther than the local claims of the Indians 
themselves— bnt has tended to raise opposition in qnaiters where it did not exist 
before. It is became 1 foresaw this development that I did not invite Mr. Bastri 
to indnde Booth Africa in bis tonri.* 

This, Mr. Baitri hnmoromly said, was a testimony of hii snooesifal work in his 
last overieai tonr. He then continued:— 

The other day in the Oonncil of State we passed a reolproeity meainre, which 
Dr* Goar had persaaded the Aiicmbly to pass last session. It was feared by lone 
of onr timid friends in the home that if we enacted a reciprocity meainre, if we 
vetarned blow lor blow to the whites in the dominions, they woold be greatly 
incensed a^ thsy wonld do mneb more harm and we shonld be eerionily injnring 
onr poittion. I told them : *| have known Gen. Ian Bmnti; Gen. Smnti is certain- 
ly not a timid or a vaoillatittg oaponent of white opinion. 1 have ,mot him befoie 
iM bo hat told me peiioaafiy that if yon mod out reoiprodty power be wonld 
never take it ill at all : in fact he expressed sarptiie that we bad not done B 
a^idy In 1221.* Hero la what he saya 'liidia shonld bo tree to deal w^ 
n at i o n a ls of the domtafoas 4m a boois oC reoipfoeal treatment and t ~ 
jggjygr ra te part^ Mm domlnioni oonostaed shonld there be ai^ 

Ledlei and geatlemen, permit ase to tdl yon one thing « that wa ^ ^ 

ilrit people to mow a etone at onr iill^bom In the Baras. We M nseci dom 
it befoie ; we had eoBsied; we hid hisa hnvmated; welml bsea deeply 
4mt we never kM bneki hepteg ky ma petieneoi ky m lestgaafli^ ^ ^ 


either on nw 

njien||^tor 
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Cbriiill**^ MtaWob, *0 Mwim ^ white tynut that he wee eonti- 
•gaioil the Uw of aod Mid boil U did not pay vi. At lAit 
we 000 pasy step of wbat it ealled. eaphemiitieallj leoipmttye l hait 

to W ooHoHiw the other day, the di&renoo betWeen rwl. 

prooity and letallatlon. It ii a onrioni Smptre, it la a earioni politleal organlaatioo 
tbit Btitlib Oommoawealth. Carloiialy are we, beterogeneoot people, mixed ai> 
together in thia woaderfiil onlt, thatlnitead of exchanging amenitiea and cxpretaiont 
of goodwill and pielerential dntiea and to forth, we ahonid be engaged in the 
task of exchanging blowa and tannta of retaliation Inatead of retnrning and reel- 
proeating kindneao. We did not make thia Empire. Thoae that made it and thote 
that kept it in anoh a dondition ought to be atbamed of it. We need not hang down 
oar beadi; we are trving everything, let me tell yon. to keep thie Bmpire together; 
it ia the Baropean, the white man in the Dominiona and in plaoea like douth Afriea 
and Beat Afriea, who will not tolerate another people in hia hooaehold. except they 
be aerfa and alavea and helota««it ia he that ia the danger to the Bmpire. He ta the 
wrecker ; we, if anything, are pieaertera of the Bmpire. 

This Empirb^-a Bonn Bmpirb 


Now they lay, after retarniog from the Kenya miaaion, 1 am a ebanged man. 
If there ia nny Indian who can go through the experienoea throngh which I went in 
connection with thia Kenya* miaaion, If there ia any Indian who eould have aeen the 
thinga that 1 aaw, who oonld have heard the aentimenta which I waa oompelled to 
hear, who oonld have experienced the otter lack of reaponalbility that it war my 
miefortnne to enoonnter in London daring a few weeks of bitter aorrow and anfler- 
ing. if there ia any anoh Indian, i think, Ladiea and Gentlemen, moat of na 
should dlaown him. 1 have ebanged. Any Indian wonld have ebanged. General 
Smata in another part of hia speech blamed me for naing a harsh expression and 
stigmatising thia Bmpire aa a Boer Bmpire. It strikes me as extraordinary that 
General Sants abonld be ashamed of it. He abonld be rather prood of it. if I 
said that he waa able to spread his doctrines and impose his ideals on the whole 
of the Commonwealth, why does he not take it as a oompllment f Evidently, bo 
felt that he waa in an nnoomfortable position, becaase 1 waa drawing prominent 
attention to the faot that the Kenya decision was calonlated and intended to please 
the Boer. He took that very ill, and he blamed mo for it. Bat so long, Ladiea 
aod Gentlemen, as there ia a oolonr bar, so long as there ia a Arst class oitisenahip 
and a second olass oitisenahip created in reaponae to the demand of either the Boer 
or the Britisher who is not ashamed to follow the Boer, 1 am fnlly fasti Aed Is 
using the expression which 1 did and discarding the.oxpression, the British Commonwealth 


There are msoy people who think that 1 was quite wrong In stating that the 
Kenya deoiaion was baaed on a oertain amount of fear of the whites in Kenya who 
threatened to rebel. Now that ia quite trne. It oonld be proved at any time. Id 
fact the white Kenyan was latber prood of it. He came and said; *We are going 
to fight the British Empire.' Wcdl, they talked about it all over the place, the news- 
papers weie fall of artioles on that aubjeet, and even a magasine like the 
Nx.vfiTNaNTR Cbntubt xho Aftbr; was quite willing to admit an artiole in which 
it was openly stated that the white men in Kenya had arranged everything for a 
rebellion. Well, 1 am not going to detain yon by trying to prove these facts. But 
there is a point in It. There are a nnmber of innocent people here, Bngliahmen, English- 
women, Britishers of all shades, who tell me, * What 7 Do yon want ns aerionaly to believo 
that the British Cabteet was afraid of a few tbonaand whites in Kenya and iberefore gave 
an nniuat deelsloa 7 Oh no^ it Is impossible. We who pot down tbe Germans at a 
^emendona cost, do you mean we are going to be afraid of the white Kenyans 7 * 

Bat what is tlm logieal interenoe of sndi a claim 7 If yon say and if people be- 
lieve (hat the British Cabinet did not give this nnjnst decision ont of fear of a 

tifeaomo icMlion, what, then, led them to give ua thia palpably 
leciiton, which diagnmes t^ Bmpire and whteh blackens the name of the Brittab 
^tion 7 Why did they give this decision, then, If not ont of fear 7 ^e these i^ 
no^nt people prepaid to tay that the British Cabinet was inherently visious, loved* 
injMtloe more than justice, did not care for tbe long oourie of pledM pro- 
^ PMPI. aod bmlMd Mida wuteBlj tbeb own UmI. whIA ^ 

«th« pMptet Oh, I ptahi the other riteni*t»w, beMwe * know *» tota 
^ «* 'Brittoh hlrtorjr. MpMitUr tt nem* BrttlA 

bdim it, and t wnold n* pm to qeliwe it; il m nr. totm ot th. Britl* 
*• 1 am in *dt. of nip giw* rMntinmt and Miatioa, tt yon wn lot*, nl 
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the Btilith «ever oome ftnd tell me that, they were not afmid, hut lo?ed 

injoitiee ^or its owmake* XiOttf Olifieff who etiticised the Eaaya decitira the other 
day I showed a much flriaef grasp of tbe reality. liord Petl, when 1 was there, specially told 
me: 'Now, Mr. dattri, do please moderate yonr langoage ; do not kt yonr maite^ of Bogliib 
lead yon to a fall ; do not generalise. Bspeeially, do not mention the words * eqnal cttiaen- 
ehiPf* kqnality* and things like that. They won’t go down. English people don’t lore 
these ahstraot expressions. Now 1 owe to Lord Peel many kindnesees. I received 
much assistance from him. Bnt be took too mnch on. himself to advise me that way, 
and 1 ne.Tor forgot that the British people are lo?ers of iosliee and. equality all 
oeer the world. In his lordship’s speech at the Imperial Conference 1 find however 
the word 'equality’ appearing more than three times. Between the time, tbereiore, 
that 1 left London and the time that this Conference met, a great change bad come 
over Lord Peel. 

Just as when in the bitter years before 1911, longer than 1 oare to recollect, 
Mr. Oandhi and his bravo South Airicans undertook a campaign, in the face of 
terrible odds, of passife resistance, just as when our Bengali countrymen, sore at the 
partition, declared a boycott of British goods finding that es#rything else failtd, jnst 
as on those two occasions we. Moderates and Eitremistp, title hunters snd revolu- 
ctonaries, all of ns joined together and said: 'We will stand by these countrymen 
of ours. It is trne they have tskem a strong step, bnt what could the poor men 
do?' So have we now to stand by our Kenya bretfareif in their tore hour of trial. 
After trying erery attempt at pacification, the Congress there has declared non> 
payment of the poll-tax which they oonsider nnjnst and inequitable. What are we 
going to do? Aro we going to say to Kenya Indians: 'We cannot enpport yen in 
this extreme measure’ ? 1 hope we shall rise, even as we rose on the two memor- 
able oocasions T have named, I hope we shall rise to the foil height of 
onr nationhood and support our Kenya Indian! in their hour of bitter, alas, it 
may be today, losing struggle. Lord Hardinge once said to the British Empire: 
*< What could the poor Indians do in South Africa. They are perfeetly jostified 
in inaugurating passive resistance. May we expect Lord Reading or the Hon. 
Sir Narasimba Sarma to declare some day before the session closes : ’* What c( old 
the Kenya Indians do ; we are behind them in their refusal to pay the poll tax 
And now, yon may say that some of ns in arguing this question are goiogs 
little beyond the proper limits when we say < Oh I if we were a Dominion, if osly 
we were a Dominion I ” and then onr critics, not altogether white critics, I mean 
some lodians too, they say; *' You must be utterly foolish to talk like that. 
How coold it benefit you, if you were a Dominion, in the struggle against a white 
people 7 Even if you were completely independent like China and Japan, jee 
could do nothing.” 1 do not say we could despatch onr army ; I do sot eay we 
could fight these people on their own ground ; bnt 1 do say this, that our rase 
would be advocated on the highest ground that the Government of India wculd 
not be afiaM to stand out and say, we are altogether and completely for the 
Indian case. What do yon find on the other side 7 The Government of Kenya is 
entirely at the disposal of the whites of Kenya. The whites of Kenya inle the 

province. The Government of India here put their finger on their lips and 

say, "Don’t say that, lest yon displease the other slde.^ And is it likely that we 

•bail go to the wall or that we shall oome triumphant out of the struggle in 

which the people on the one side have a Government which is constantly afraid 
of the other side, or a Government which completely identifies itself with its owu 
people and oomes forward and puts the oase of whites against the black, Africa 

versus lodla ? Will Government say In its tnrn " India not Africa ” ? I ask you* 
if we have no snob Government, don't we stand certainly to lose in this atruggle 
That is the difflonlty. If we had a Dominion Government, the Viceroy would speak 

as we wish him to speak to the outer world. lustead. the Viceroy speaks to os 

as he is bidden to speak by Lord Peel with the British Cabinet behind bim. 
Well, that is why we ask for Dominion status. We find that, pitted as we sr^ 

against a people who have a Government solidly behind them, prond to stand op 
for their subjects and not afraid of the British Cabinet, we have a GoveiumoBt 

that go a certain distance— I am not denying it— bnt then are prevented 
the constitution, by the fact that they are agents of the Becretary of State imo 
of the British Cabinet, from going os far as they sbonld. That is 

difficnlty. 

I have mentioned only one general consideration. Shall I mention to you 
points in respect of which onr not being a Dominion is a severe handiesp m ' 
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•ttpggle t I>o not mlaonderttond me. 1 mb not qnnrfeiling with indifidaalt, bnt I 

sih bound to dfow yonf attentira to thii. onpleoiiiig ai it may mom, ob, mightily 

dttHaitetnl aa it wonld be to the sBritiah moteinment hate. We are going to^aend 
a ^legation to fight onr oaae with the Colonial Oftoe. Mind yon. yon mnat diamlaa 
all prepoaaeuiona from yonr mind, and tell me whether yon would allow that dele- 
gation to be headed by» an Engliahman, by a white man t fie may be the nobUei 
me moat pbilanthropio, the moat piona Chriatiatn. he may completely identify biOMeli 
w>th oni oaae. Bat do yon expect him to forget that them are eertein thinga that 
be cannot any and what we ahonid tay ? For example, when driven to the wall, 

we ahonid any to the Britiah Cabinet and to the Colonial Office. 'How dare you 

expect after tbia deciaion that we ahonid remain in the fimpiie ? Do yon expect 
aooh a good man, —even aa Lom WilUngdon— to aay that for yon! There ia almoat 
nothing, 1 know, that Lord Willingdon would not do to uplift and to raiae india'a 
name. H yuu do not expect bim to aay that, it ia bard to find any Bngliahman 
for that poaition. 1 go ao far aa to aay that it ia an Indian oaae, that the bittereat 
feelinga are entertained by the Indian people. It ia they, then, that ahonid preaent 
tbia eaae before onr advefaariea. Why have we not got men here who can do that f 
Save we not got men whoae loyalty, wboae empire patriotism are unquestioned 7 
Ic is a very difficnit offioe tor an Englishman. It ia an office whioh we 
enonld naturally and properly aud rightfully hold. Assume now we are a Dominion 
for one mmuce, assume that everybody in 'the Assembly and in the Oonnoil of 
dtate was in a positidh to exercise power— the nanal legisletive power over the 
Cabinet— would they dare go and ask an Bnyiishman, merely bocanso he had 
administered a provinoe, to head snob a delegation ? 


The Kenya Native Interest. 

There is another qnestion. Yon all know that the British Cabinet has decided 
tnst Kenya shunld be administered for the benefit of the African native and not 
fur the benefit of either the white inan or the Indian. As yuu know, we acoepted 
that decision with enibnsiasm. We said that is the right and the only proper view 
TO take of the case. Only we begged the British Cabinet to see aotnally carried 
«>ut any policy and any measure which wonld protect the African native. But they 
i;Hve now rnled that uur immigration should be opntroUed. We will pass by the 
plausible fallacy, the misleadiog sophism that they employ in deicrlbiog It, They 
•TO. not say that the Indians should not come ; all that they say is that people wh«) 
follow this profession and that prolussion aud the other profession (only Indians follow 
these professions) shonld not come or that they wonld be prevented from coming in. 
i>u, while on paper it does not look like racial discrimtnation, it is intended to be 
and it is going to operate as a racial discrimination. 

Now, let us assume that in the interests of the African native it was necessary 
to control immigration. 1 will convince any impartial man that far greater danger 
to the African native comes from the British immigrant than from the Indian 
immigrant. The unhappy Indian immigrant is weak ; they will not protect him ; 
he is only ao economic competitor. The African native himself ounid crowd him 
< ut or he may be told to clear nut, unless be means to make trouble and shed 
i'lood aud do a hundred other things which 1 will not mention. Bnt yuu reaci 
history. Yon have read about the way in which the white man, when he coum*s 
to live amongst black pcvpulaii.ms. among nncivilised peoples, uses his power, bis 
superijr civilisation, bis superior command of fighting matprinU. his superior com* 
mand of the destructive weapons of human warfare. Lynching is not an Indian 
word, is it 7 Well, hogging comes easily to white mao. Why, the other day. 
some Kenya Whites, it seems, was shocked at the idea of anybody preventing him 
from flogging the African native. •• What ia the African native for and what am 
I here fur ? That is the way he thinks. 1 ask yen in all honesty, from whom does 
the African native stand to lose more? From the Inciau who is only a oomi>«^t:> 
fur at the most, who may be told to go any moment, or from the white mau 
w’bo goes and stays and tyrauuiscs and exploits and steals land and limbs anrl 
I btrties and refuses to yield them up 7 Is he an easy man to deal with 7 Ut 
India answer. Only the other day we made a national demand for out tibertiev. 
and what answer did we get 7 When the Koglisbman is enthroned in power, 
"hen be commands the purse, when he controls the political liberties of another 
I-copJe. when be Is established m economic ascendancy over another people, he do-s 
**01 let go easily. When he does wrung, none of bis compatriots will say so, while 
is alive. Sometime niter, perhai.e, a historian professing to ransack old Ubvaries 
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•ad %h^ yadia, Qffi^ r«dor4t he might have dbae better**, bat as 

k rale, the white man, ebp&ailj in power over Mlonred popuda^ais is hard to 
displace. }$ the , Britlsb *Catii|;wt desired to beeoBW traitees of the Afrleaa native 
aad theief^ wanM pMpie of obtain kiads not to oome into his ooaatrj, it 
rhere were a bonaiSde dliposltioa to dad the people r^tljr barmfhl, reallj daageroas 
to the Oolooj and keep them oat, 1 shoald say every time *: keep oat the white men. 

Now there is only one more word whieh I shall say before 1 eoaelode. In 
following controversies of this natare yoa weald be sometimes impressed by the 
faot that there are a gresit nnmber of Anglo-Indian newspapers here who have the 
fairness /to allow that toe Indian cave is good and eoand and who sometimes go 
farther and blame the white people of Kenya lor their na-lmperlal narrow ontlook; 
aad perhaps yoa will think that it is a very satisfactory etate of things. I dare 
say we mast be thankinl for small meroies in this world : it is a very good 
thing and 1 am willing to acknowledge afcsietanoe aad eympachy from what- 
ever qnartex it oomee. Bat allow me to say that I have noticed another thing al«o 
and we mast pat the two things together. I went throagh the dominions and as 
I described the transitional stage in which oar Government stands, bow there are 
still large departments of administration to accrue to onr people, bow we are still 
snflefing from bad law, from lU-nnderstood conditions, they said : **How tiresome of 
these Sogllsb folks 1 They have long held India, they always say they are there only for 
the good oi the Indian people ; why don't they give yon self-government and qnietly go 
back" ? Now, the white people abroad are qaite willing to give yoo sympathy when 
you fight the British people here, and this British people here are quite willing to give 
you their sympathy when yoa fight their white kinsmen abroad. 

The white man teaehes as how to defend onr liberties and onr rights. The 
moment he is offended, he does not pause to consider, ** What will this man say and 
what will my government say *' ? He hits yon straight in the eye, straight ; that ii 
what he did when he bad a quarrel with poor President Kroger ; he did not wait to 
oonvlnoe the world. Those toat have power are not restrained In their nse of it, while 
that have not the power, try to deceive onrselves that this world is governed entirely by 
reason and by jnstioe. There is a certain soope for argament, for adjnstment. 

But there are stsrn limits to the operation of these enlightening infiuences. Beyond 
that limit onr operations have to change and assnme a now phase. Now, ladies and 
gentlemen, Let me not allow yon to misonderstand me. I will declare exactly what i 
inelsn. The time for argument, for cool presentation of a case is there. Bat there 
is also a time when you are expeoted in this world to nse saoh power, as yon 
have, lest it should displease the powers that be, who write themselves down iu 
history as people that do not deserve any power. That is my rtading of the situ' 
tion. I wish this were a different world. 1 wish the war bad really taught Ud- 
the reasons that we thought we bad all learnt. 1 wish the British Empire resliy 
etnod ior those principles of justire and fair play and human brotherhood of which 
we dreamt a little while ago. Those principles and ideals are still there, and perhaps 
the next generation of Indians will live in a time when it is snfBcient to show 
that nnr cause is just fur It to prevail. I am painfully driven to the conclusion 

that that time is still to come* In the meantime we cannot afford to lose the 

battlo in Kenya or anywhere in the Empire. But if occasionally yon bear from 
advocacy of some measure that may seem to be of a combative character, be sur^ 

it is not actaal fighting, for we have not the fighting strength. We are essentially 

non-violent. Bnt such as we have, snob means as we have of ensorlng onr seb' 
respect, it is not only weakness, bat it is treason to onr people, it is betrayal of 
our children not to exercise with doe restraint, with dne anbiuission to the Almighty 
who knows how to jndge the right from the wrong and can pull down the mighty 
from their seats, with dne sabmiseion to Him, hnt with a clear consoiousnees that 
in the prnsemitfon of onr own right, the exercise of lawful means, peaceful pressure, 
and oonstitatioaal power is not only rightful bat doahtfol. la that eonsoioosmss 
we have to fight oar battles. 
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Appeal to the Viceroy. 

The following letter was addressed to the Viceroy by the 

Imperial Indian Citizenship Association, dated Bombay, the 29th 
February 1924. 

Yaui Excellency » 

The Imperial Indian Citizenship Assoeiaitioii has refrained fn»in 
addressing you hitheito duniig the critical months which we recently 
>iecn passing through with regard to Indians in Hast and South Africa, 
l>ecause, we did not wish to make any request or statcniont tliat might 
U* either piemature or embarrassing. But the extreme gravity of the 
situation which has now arisen compels us at last to appmach yon. 

F<.r, as you are aware, the Iiidiaii residents, l)oth in East and South 
Africa, inspite of their w'eakiicss, have been obliged to oontomplab) 
pjissive resistance against the accumulated wiongs which have* l»eeii hea\»od 
upon them. Our heart goes out to them in their anxiety and sidFcring. 
for \vc know well fix)ita what wrongs they have suffered. 

SOUTH AFRICAN CTTIZKNSIUF. 

\Ve arc aware thet South Africa is a Self-tTOvcrning Dominion, 
but we would urge that the constitutional iK)Bition put forward with 
iv:;iud to Citizer.ship, in answer to Ocuioral Smuts :if the Imperial 
(’oiifcrenoc. should be fully and carefully examined. It appeal’s to us, 
as an Imperial Indian Citizoiishii) Association, e.s8cntial to tinil out wli.it 

<oji.stitiitcs that citizen, ship, and whether the South Afiican Dnion Parlia 
fiui.t has absolute, or only relative rights, of excluding from ritizen 
?ibip domiciled Indians or Africans who are ocpially subjocts of Hi.-- 
M!*ic.sty King George V along with the British ai.d the Dutidi. Von 
> mil self and your predecessors, as Viceroy .s, have publicly declareil tluii 
bdians must hold a status under the Ciown in no way inferior 
HiJit of any other of His Mnjestys subjects within the Empire. W'e 
voiild submit that the time has now come to test that declaration 
"Inch you have publicly made, liy an appeal to His Majesty’s Court <»! 

•fnslice so that wo may know exactly wdiorr^ w'o stand. 

At the same time, the clearest iK>Bsib]c warning should be gi\cn 

tin? South African Union Parliament, that if sali.s faction raiii;ot be 
»»btained through the [irocesses of law^ foi* the clear wrong doiu; t>o 
di'inicilcd Indians, then us a last rcsoit the implicHtioii of the Reciprocity 
Agreement of 1917 (which hiis boon at^copted by General Simit.s) will 
Ih- thoroughly examined and explored. It should bo definitely stated, 
tlrp every action which may he constitutionally taken under that bind 
‘J - Agreement will be put into force fiom the Iiidiun side iiiiles.s the 
African Union Parlianieiit is prcv»ared to i-ecede fiom it.B present 
mtidorable position. 

We would point out to Vour Excclleiicy that GeneiTiI fSmuts’ blank 
J’^iusal to accept either a conference or a diplomatic visit from India 
' boon premeditated, delibenato and final. This refusal his now been 
*''*l'*rsed by General Hertzog and Colonel Crosswell w’ho represent the 
two paities in the South African Parliammit in opt»ositioii U* 
“ ral Smuts. The refusal of General Smuts has therefore liecome a 
^‘i^ciial South African White decision. Seeing that all |»arties in India 

agreed on this issue w'e ask Your Exccllei.cy on liehalf of the 
people of India to voice a national Indian decision in return. 
3rXa) 
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KKNYA SITUATION. 

With regaitl to the Kenya situation we would lo-affinoy on behalf 
of our Association^ that the pronoancement of the White Paper with 
regard to the Franchise and the Hi«^ands are altogether unacceptable 
to us. We would ask you to make clear to the present Labour Gov- 
ernment in England the settled conviction of all parties in India in 
this matter^ so that there may be no uncertainty left. We believe that 

you would be fully justified in reporting that there will be no possi- 

bility of a settled place for India within the British Empire until the 
Kenya decisions on these two issues are altered. On the other hand, 
as an Association we are thankful that the Kenya AVhite Paper decisively 
rejects racial segregation at the very time that the South African Union 
Parliament is seeking to impose it by a ''Class Ar^s Bill.” 

We would suggest that the time has come fur the Government of 
India to press for the complete fulfilment in East Africa of all that is 
involved in this rc^jection of racial segregation. We note with great 
satisfaction that the segregation proposals with rSgard to Kampala have 

now been countermanded. But we have not yet heard whether the old 

racial segregation customs in Kampala itself, which had most seriou.sly 
congested the resident Indian population, are still being enfoioed. 'I'heso 
old bad customs prevent Indians— even those living in accordance with 
all modern sanitary requirements— from residing on the more healthy 
upper hill-side, although the ground theio is so unoccupied that a golf- 
course for Kuropeatis has been laid out upon it. The whole Lidiaii 
community is crowded into a small unhealthy area at the bottom of 
the hill on the edge of a malarial swamp. 

We would ask that Indians may be allowed to purchase sites for 
houses on any part of the Kampala hill-side so long os they coTni)ly 

with }vll municipal regulations. We would claim this both for health 

and sanitary i^easons, atfeoting the European residents themselves, as 

well us other races. For nothing can be more unhealthy and insanitary 
for the whole township area than the ]>reBent condition. 

W^e have taken Kampala as an example of what is needed t<i 
carry out fully the principle of the rejection of racial segregation. All 

that has been said about it would apply also to other township areits 
Itoth in Uganda and Kenya. 

Under the same general principle, we would urge that steps should 
now be taken after due notice has been given to prevent in future 
racial discrimination against Indians on the State Railway and Steamer 
.services of Kenya and Uganda. Things had become so bad in this 
respect that at one time the whole of the first-class lavatory accoiir 
modation on board the S. S. Clement Hill was reserved exclusively for Euiu* 
peans ; and Indians who had paid their full first-class steamer fare were 
informed by notice that they must use the 8eeond''clas8. It was 
also reported to us that Iifiiau cotton merehsnts were not allowed to 
use tile upper class steamer accommodation of T^ake Niega. If they 
i^ravelied by water they were obliged to remain in the open dets 
which were towed by the steamers. One cotton mereba^ who wa*j 
obliged in the course of business to vitit his differeiit depots on the 
lake informed us that he was obliged to make the jouimey by motor 
with endless diffiouihy and expense/ while any European oo«^d travel 
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iirttpeDsively and^ in comfort on the State steamer. Thus the Indian 
tnid^r was penafiaed commercially on account of his race. Yet the 
4^01^ Indian conttnunity pays taxes and customs duties which ko towards 
the upkeep of these State steamers. 

Fur&ermore, we understand that at certain imi^oiiant Railway 
stofioiis bungalows and waiting rooms have been reserved for Kun>peaii 
Ijassengeni arid that Indians who have paid the same fare as the 
Europeans have been put to very great inconvenience. Yet the liaihvay 
is kept up by taxes and customs duties which are paid for by Indians 
well as by Europeans. 

Wo would urge at the same time that i-e presentation should be 
tnade on behalf of the African pissengers who sutler the same iijooii' 
veniences the Indian passengers while paying heavy taxes. The 
present disgiuceful state ^ of the third-class canitvges which are used t»y 
Indians and Africans alike should not be allowed to continue. 

In Nairobi* where the rickshaws are a common mode of <ohvoy- 
ance, an invidious racial distinction has boon nmde. They arc divided, 
under the .Municipal Regulations* not into first and second class* but 
iijto European and Asiatic divisions. On the Railways also, the sotMuid 
class compartments ai*e labelled ‘Asiatic* and VEuropoaii.* All such 
racial segregjition should now be clearly abandoned. It needs no fresh 
legislation but simply instruction from the Colonial Ollice in m^coitlaiice 
with the principle laid down in the White Paper. 

The Ininiigratioii Bill. 

With reference to the new Draft Immigration Bill for Kenya, it is 
oar delibeiate opinion that such a Bill is not required in the interest 
(if the African natives* and also that it would be racially against the 
Indians when put into daily practice. Wo would point out that the 
Immigration Officers are certain to be Europeans, and that the Advisoiy 
Ikiard of Three will have a majority of two Europeans against one 

Indian. In the present state of extreme r<un*al tension in Konya it 

would be obviously impossible for the people of India to hive any 

vontidence in such officials and in such a Boanl. We believe also that 
the ‘ paramount interests of the natives ’ can bo observed without re- 
• ourse to such a measure of restricted Indian immigration as the 

picHent draft Bill inevitably involves. 

With regard to Uganda the Gbvernment^s Own Economic Report of 
1920 gives an unmistakable verdict in favour of Indian immigration. 
Il it be argued* on the other hand, that the Economic Comniissioii for 
whit is now called Kenya gave a hostile verdict against Indian imini- 
illation in 19 19, it must be remembered that the Colonial Oflire pub- 
lii'ly in the House of Commons dissociated itself frem the finding of 
fhat Commission on the Indian question. No Iiidtan served on that 
C ommission and im Indian was called to give evidence. 

Mr. Andrews* Riilbrt. 

The evidenoe on this question has been very carefully collcotecl 
iiiid published in a Report made to this Association by Mr. U. F. 
A I idle who went out as our representative and spent most of his 
in the study of the economic aspects of the subject. He came to 
inclusion that the whole problem found a natural and automatic 
owing to the fact that no Indian artisan is .aKD to live and. 
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support a family in East Africa on a scale of wages which is less 
thui three times that which an African artisan requires. For thin 
reason alone wherever an African ai'tisan is available he is certain for 
economic reasor.s to be employed. 

We would point out fui-ther, that since the publication of the 
White Paper, the odds against the Indian— where he might be likely 
to compete with the African— have been much more heavily weighted 
by the rise and progress of the ‘ Euroi>ean and African Trades ‘ 
OrgnrbnHon’ which, under European managemei.t ai:d supported hy 
Furopean funds aid European public oi>inion, avowedly and openly 
attempts to turn out of employment every Indian whom it can reach 
and to substitute an Afiican or a European. Ihings have gone so fai 
that in the absence of a sufhcicnt number of skilled African aitisafi> 
the Association has sent over and ]mi> 0 !ted them fiom the Seychclic.'^ 
in Older to oust the Iiidian. The figures shown i*eveal the fact that in 
ii period of four months about 600 Indians were turned out of cm 
1 loyment. In addition to this there has been a* very serious boycott ui 
Iridian stores, which must in the end iiijure materially other Indians in 
Kenya as well. Ihe immigration figures already show a decline in thr 

Indian luqmlation compared with earlier years. While the LuroiCiUi 
population in Kenya is increasing at a very rapid rate, the Indiun 

population during the last six years has either remained stationary ot 
else actually dcclin'cd. In these circunistances an Immigration llcstriotion 
Hill, which can only seriously affect the Indians, bear an obviously racial 

character. Theicfoie, ut such a time of hostile White aggression against 

Indians in Kenya, any further attempt on the pait of the Kenya Gov 
cinmeiit (which is dominated by Euioiican interests) to restrict Indiat^ 
still fuither appears to us to be not in accoid with the priiiciplob ot 
the Kenya White Paper which upholds impartial treatment l)etween tlu* 
races. ()ur contention is that the African native interests are alrcadx 
sufficiently safeguarded and that the i)rogiesB of the African native would 
be seiiously imperilled if the number of Indians in East Africa wen 
still fuither diminished. Wo would point out to the undoubted fact that 
the great cotton belt in North Uganda and the Soudan province 
being opened up with such success chiefly owing to the intrepid advai.n- 

<»f Iiidinn tradeis into malaiial distiicts where no European could penetnite. 

The Indian is still doing pioneer work in establishing imnong African 
I atives, who are emerging from savagery, the conditioi«s of trade and baitci. 

W’e are thankful to note that the Government of India are satisfied 
that they have received fiom the Colonial Otiice a definite promise that 
the Draft Bill will be held up until the Committee seiit from India 
has time to discuss it with the Colonial (Jftice itself. We trust that 
there will l»e no mistake or misurdeistaiding on this point. 

British Guiana Deputation 

With regard to the Brflih Gmara Deputation we are 8tioii{;:l.' 
opposed to any scheme of reciuitirg fir’aii labour for the Golonit'fr^, 
so Jong as the cordittons which made the Korja wiong fKissible continue 
to exist. We would, in oonclusioir, lefer to the scaidal of the fiji 
FoU'tax, which has been adversely eon mented on by ‘ many lejuliu^ 
Fmopeaiis including the Fev. R. . Piper of Ijontoka. We would , 
imm^iate coixelling ou fnnuid that it is an altogether iniquitous tax. 



Indians in East Africa 

Early History 

The way in which insults and humiliations have come more and 
more to be showered on the heads of the Indian Settlers in Kenya in 
recent years will be found chronicled in previous issues of the Indian 
Annual On the question of the Highlands and Scgrogatiou, 

tlie climax was reached in July last when the Imperial Government 
u'fin compelled to yield to the threat of an aimed rebellion by the Konp 
AVhites and issued the infamous White Paper. And at the last Imperial 
(\mference, when Sir Tei Bahadur Sapru proceed a Committee of Enquiiy' 
to go into the question of equality of status in the ColonicSi the Duke of 
Devonshire, the then Colonial Secretap^, made it clear that the Konya Indian 
(question was finally settled in that White Paper and could not be re-opened. 
At the time that the White Paper was issued there was persistent talk of 
luhteniijg up the Immigration law, for . the White Settlom knew that unless 
they forced through the Immigration restrictions before the Sapru Com- 
n'.ittee sat and while their rebellious threat continued to take effect, they couhl 
lot achieve their aim. The White Paper itself gave the cue to the Governor 
i)t Kenya, and he was asked to take into his views, while framing the 
hill, not only conditions of Kenya but also those of the neighbouring 
tiMiitories of Uganda and Taiiganayika. In April last when the Rt. 
flon. Mr. Sastri was heading the Konya Indian Delegation to Knglanch 
he said at an informal conference \vith the Imperial Indian Citizenship 
Association that however much they might compromise in other matters. tho> 
rouid not yield at all on the question of immigration. 1 ho right of 
unrestricted imiiiigratioii from Ifcdia to Kenya vas vitad not only to the 
Indian settlers who have made the Colony their home, but also to India in 
asBciting her right to equal status in all parts of the Empire. Even the Govern 
inoiit of India professed at the time when the White Pai>cr was issiieil 
that at least the immigration question was not lost, and that before that 
iinestion was raised the Govt, would take proper precautions bofoiehand. 
But all to no avail. 

Ill the month of October last the Kenya Governniont j^assed th«^ 
Customs Tariff Act whereby the Indian trade was haixi hit. Ihe duticK 
on rations and unbleached piece-goods which used to go from India aiwl 
hmiuMl the main business of the Indians were x>henomeiially increased whih* 
ihitics on articles of luxury were reduced. Even the commodities <if dail> 
•ISO by the Natives and Indians were greatly taxed. , , i . 

On November 23rd, 1923 the Kenya Official Gazette published the 
Bill to consolidate and regulate immigration and employment in the Colony. 
At the top of the Bill a note was appended stating that the bill wa> 
publijihed subject to the approval of the Secretaiy of State for the 
Colonies, but ’it was long known that fonfeal consent of the Colonial 
office had alrea^ been secured. The Uganda Goveninient follow^ iii 
the trail and published the Identity Card Bill with almost the same object, 
namely, to isolate the Indian settlers firsC and then conveniently to redu^ 
them to helotry. It warn a*80 understood that the Uganda ai^ fangaiiayiRa 
(•overnmente w;ere going to pass similar measure as soon as the KciiyH innni 
trntioii bill became law. Ihe full text of the Bill » given below. 

39 
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Tk« Kenya Immigration Bill 


•tMiv* 


Th« followiog U tiM lidl Its! of tho BUI onliilod *Aa OidiMMo lo ComoIi* 
date and fUgutala tmintgftttoo aod Emplajmiaiit ia tha Coloaj aad ^lactar* 
ata of iUaja ’ pdiKibad in ibm Kaepi Gtzatta oa Nov. 23rd. 1923* 

WHE&BA8 It it deiifablo to protido tor the peaoe^ good oidor and deotlopaiitat 
ol the Colony and for the fUirpiMei of rednoiag and pioTentIng nnoaiplojttent, 

And wbeteat it it the doty of the Ooternment to laffgnard the inteioiti of 
the Atricai taM*et of the Colony and to aitnre their progtett and the ootttinned 
improvement of their material welfare, 

And whereat it ie detired lolly to implement the polity deelaied in the memo- 
random pretented by Hit lfajeety*e Qovernment to Parliament velattag to Indlaniin 
Kenya and dated the SBid day of Joly in the year of oor Lord IBBB, 

Be It therefore enacted by the Governor of the Colony of Kenya with the 
adviee and oooteot of the Legielative Cooocil thereof 

1. Thlt Ordinance may be cited at 'The Immigrantt Bcgnlatton and Employ- 
ment Ordinance, 1923/ 

2. In tbit Ordinance the following termt thall have the retpeotive meaningt 
hereby amigoed to them, nnlem the content otherwite rcqniret Colony* ebatl mean 
the Colony and Protectorate of Kenya, immigration and Employment Offloer* tball 
mean a Prinoipal or an Aitittant Immigration and Employment Offloer appointed 
for the pnrpotet of thii Ordinance; 

■Prinoipal Immigration and Employment Officer* tball mean tbe Officer appointed 
tor tbe adminiitratton and exeentton of tbie Ordlnanee. 

8. Tbit Ordinance tball not apply to : 

(a) The offloeii and erewa of Hit Ma]etty*e Kavy or of the fleet of any friendly 
power, (b) Any member of Hit liajetty*t Military foroet. 

(o) Any perion duly accredited to the Colony by or under the authority ol tbe 
Imperial or any other Oovernment. 

(d) Any perion, the inbieot of a foreign Power having treaty rigbtt within 
the Dominiont of the SnUan of Zanaibar, who it not a prohibited immigrant under 
Motion 5 of tbli Ordinance and who it poMemed of a gnarantee in tbe form let oot in 
tohednle A of thtt Ordinanoe tigned by (be Local Oonanlar repreientative of aneh power. 

(e) The wile and any child appearing tg an immigration and Employment 
Officer to be nndor tbe age of tiitMn, of a perton not being a prohibited immi- 
grant, provided they are not themielfet prohibited immigrantt <nnder nb-claniei (b), 
(O* (^)* («)* (Of or (g) of inb-Mction (1) of leetion 6 of thit Ordinance, and 
provid^ farther that any Idiot or iniaue perion or any. perron who ii other wiie 
pbyiioally affioted may, in caie he or a pmion aooompanytng him or lome Mbtr 
perion give tecniHy to tbe latiifaotion of the Immigration and Employment Officer 
for bli permanent vnpport in tbe Colony or for bii remoTal tbereiorm whenever le- 
qnired by the Qovernor-in-Connetl, be permitted to enter tbe Colony. <f) Any perron 
who ihall latiify an Immigration and SmplMyment Cffloer that be hai been formtily 
domiciled in toe Colony or bai been rroMent therein lor n total period of not ieti 
than five yean and that he does not come within tbe meaning ol inb-cliiutrv 
(b), (c), (d), (e), (f), Of (g) of ittb-iection (1) of itction 6 of tbli Ordinance. 

4. Any perion deilring to enter tbe Colony iLall, before being allowed to do 
CO, appear before an Immigrattoo and Employment Officer who ihaU after »ucta 
examination ai ho may coniidet nccewary, inform inch perron and the marter ol 
the veiMl, if Any, wbibh bai conveyed him to tbe Colony wbefbet be li a pro- 
hibited Immigrant 01 , net. Provided that if mob perron wiihholdi or conceali itoo 
mob officer any fact or Information which wonhl bring each peiron within any of 
the olaiiei of tha prohibited immigianti defined in lection 5 of this Ordinance, be 
aball be del prod' to have eongravened thm Ordinance. Provided tanher that obta 
a perron entefe Mm Colony froi%nd]olniDg territory oi from Arabia, tbo Besid«ot 
or Diilriet OommlMlioner or tbe Officer dteebarging tbe dntlci of a UetidAnt or Diitncf 
CommiMiOBAl M thcftioe of enmy, ehall have all the poweri xected In an loio*' 
grAtion and Employment Officer nnder Urn Ordinance. 

When ap imm^vani Ic permitted to enter tbe Colony bo chall be given a 
rortlftcatc by the Immigration and Employment Officer. 

5. (1) the Immigintfim into the by land or ma i* plbhlbttcd ef 

perron, bereinafter eeUed a ••prebibifed Immlgiant*', befnp or appealing to be oi 
any of the climet deflaid In any bl the l^lov^ oiiei:-^ 



^ ^ KI^YA IMMIGRATION BILL 307 

ipMua wtihM^ irf «PPQ« Of naj poiMii who it IIW, 

10 ti^oM * ^ poMlo ohiifg.*. (b) Abj idiot or imoo pertoa. ^ 

(0) Ab 7 p»w»» «i<fcfi«g tM« b loMhMid or a iloogtroot ojouigtooi ditem of 


(d) Aiif P«rMii ffho, aok boHag a Itoo poMon. hat bM ooatioM in aav 
oonntr/ «»« ^ Colony of mncdof or any oSaco fir whioh a tontenoo of 

loipnmawftl hnt baon pn«ed for any torni, and wbo by reason o( tbe oireninttanoot 
connoctod iberotrUh to doeaod to be an nndoiirabto iamigrant. bnt tbit ptotition 
ihall not apply ft» oienoee of a politieat ehataotef not iatoltiag mofai tnrpitade 
(p) Any proititBta, and any peston living or toooiving or who may hafo liv^ 
on or fooeivod any part of the prooeedi of the proititattou of otbero. 

(f) Any peraon deemed by an Immigiation and Employment Olllier to be an 
nadeeirable immigrant in oonteqaenoe of Ibe information or advioe reoeivod from 
aoy Seoretery of Btate or Colonial MLinbter^ or throngb oAoial or diplomatio ohaanelt 
or any Elniater of a foreign Ooantry. or from any other trotted tonree. 

(g) Any peraon who bat bjen ordered to leave the Colony. 


(2) Any peraon aggrieved at the deeiaion of an Immigration and Employment 
Officer to olaaaify him as a prohibited immigrant nnder lab-aeotion (1) of thie aeotioa 
may appeal from lueb deoieion to the Oovernor-in^eounoii provided that the deter- 
mination of enoh appeal eball in no way limit or reatriot the powers conferred by eeetiona 
7, lb and 19 of this Ordinai|pe« 

6. Tbero eball be eetabiiehed a Department of the Qovernment iu be known 
08 **The Immigration and Employment Department.** 


7. Any person eonvioted by any court, within a period of live years from the 
date of entering the Colony, of murder or an oflenee involving moral tnrpitnde for 
wbirb the conrt baa power to impoao imprisonment shall be liable to be dealt with 


ai a probibikd immigrant, and the Oovernor may, if be tbiokv tit. make an order 
requiring inch pereon to leave the Cedony within a time flxid by the order, and 
then after to remain cot of the Colony. 

8 . Any intending immigrant who bat not been granted permiaiion to enter the 
Colony may be deuined in such place and nnder each terms and conditions ae the 
Oovernor-in-Oonnoil may by role prescribe. 

9. (I> There thail be ettabliihed in Nairobi an Imm'gratien and Employment 
Board which eball instmet the Immigration and Eaiploymeot Officer with regard to 
economic reqniiemente of the Colrny. 


(2) Snob Immigration and Emphyment Board shall be oonstitnted of each 
peraont ae Ibe Oovernor may appoint and eball inolnde 

(a) The Chief Native* Commieiioner or other ifflcer of the Native Aflairi Depart - 
meat repreeeattng the intereete of the African natives of the Colony, (b) A Enropeio 
who shall be a member of the fiieontive Connoil or of the L>»glilacive Council, 
{r) A representative of the Indian community. 

10. The Immigration and Employment Department eball oolleol and record all 
iaforinatioa and reports ae to labour requiremente of the Colony. 

11. Any person in the Colony desiring to bring into the Colony a peraon to 
work na cleik, eatoaman. artisan or other employee from onteide the Colony aball 
first latiiry t^ Imnigriition and Employment Officer that he cannot obtain in the 

an employee enitable for the work and the Immigration and Employment 
Omjer ie eo eatiefied that the icqniremente as laid down by the Board will ba mvt 
•ball itaoe a eeitiScate and on the proJoction of such certificate eball osempt the immigrant 
earned therein from the operations of clause (a) of section 6(1) of this Ordinance. 

12. (1) An Immigrant who arrives in the Colony without a certificate at provided 
for in the last pseoseding section and wbo to nnable to ralisfy the Immigration 
and Employment Offloef that be Is entitled to enter the Colony under section H 
or that be to not u prohibited Immigrant under seeflon 5 of this Oidlnanee eball 
not be allowed to enter the Colony nnleee be ran rattofy the Immigration and 
Employmoii^ Officer that he to a deelrable immigrant or notois he ean prove to the 
^tisraetion of the Immigration and Employment Offioer that he to aMured of 
emplnyciQQl or that htoaarvioee are necessary for the eoonomio requiremente of the Cot*my. 

(2) It the tosmigraat altegee that he to avmred of eniplojmeat the a legation 
■J««t be oorsobmnted ^y the proepeotive employer, who, if he bee not alrvady 
obtained a mctlfiente pitfiorlbed by Sectlou 11 must eatlefy the Immigrallnti a^ 
Mployment Offioer of the matters preseribed by that Secticn and take oat a oertlfi* 

*6 trqnliid by fleeliea 11 and the immigrant shall not bj allowsd to safer the 
colony la the Abeoaoe M taeh ootroboraUoa and eertificate. 
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18. (1) When an fatending foiafgranl aoc othet wife eotitlad to ealer the Ooloay Iq. 
foTttt the L ft B. Offleer that it it bit latoatioo to earrjr oa aoj (ra'ie« baalaon or ooea^ 
UoB (olbor tbao the practioo of a learoed profeeeioo ia vbiob he ft properlj qoatiM) he 
•ball giro each iafoimattoa to the ofli jar as he maj reqalre aod the offioti raall eatiilj bim- 
•elf that the reqaireoieote laid dowo bj the Beard vili be net aad that there te aa opeaiog 
for eaeb trale» boeiaeee or ooeopattoai aod that » U ia the iateieet of the ftfrtcaa aativee ot 
the Coioay that eaoh tradei bosioeee or oooepatioa ehoald be aodertidno bj the lateadiog 
imaiigraot aod oaly oo the offieer beiog lo satiefied ebelt eoeb inmigraot be allowed to enter 
the Oolooy. (2) IC the offleer le eatiefled that there is ao each opening pr that the eaereiie ot 
eaah trale basioeu or oooapatioo woald bj iojarloas tj the ioterette ot Uie aatiree ot the 
Oolooy, enob intending innigraat eball ba regarded ae a prohibited inmigrant. ProTide«i 
that If the Intending innigrant ander thie Seetion provee to the eatiefaetlon of the officer by 
the prodnction of the pai)^nerehip deed or agreement that be it a partner in any eztetiag 
trade, bosineM or ooonpation and if the offleer ie eatiefled that the partiealar partnerehip, 
trade, bniineee or oconpation if of good repute and if the intendiag immigiant le nut 
other wiee a prohibited Immigrant, each immigrant may be allowed to enter the Colony. 

14. If any perion who had entered the Colony to eerve under neontraot providing that 
the servant shall leave the Colony at its conolnsion, (ails to leave the Colony after quitting 
the said seivice, be may be treated ae if be were a prohibited immigrant 

Ifl. (1) any employer who has engaged servants under snob a oontraot as is mentioned 
in the preceding Section and who shall refuse or negleot to cariy ont the provisione of each 
oontraot in regard to the paiiage of snob servants shall be deemed to have committed au 
offence and shall be pnnishable on oonviotion with a fine not exceeding £500 or impribun* 
ment of either deecription for a term not expeeding twelve months or to both snch floe and 
ifflprieonment. (2) Any person indncing another to enter the Colony nnder a contract ot 
employment shall be liable to all the expense ot deportation of the employee ehonld be bj ur 
become a prohibited Immigrant, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the contract 
between the parties to the said oontraot. (3) Any person indncing another to enter tbe 
Colony under a contract of employment, shall, before the arrival of tbe employee, inrnish a 
trne copy of tbe oontraot or of the oorrespondenoo forming tbe oontraot to the Frinopal 
Immigration and Bmployment OifBoer. 

16. Any person applying for admission into tbe Colony may at tbe dlicrttion ot 
the I. ft E. Offioei be required to comply with tbe following provisions 

(a) He shall before entering the Col&ny give seonrlty snffiolent to indemnify tbe Oovtio- 
ment against the expenses likely to be incnrred in sending him and bis family back u* 
the port from whiob he sailed and against tbe expenses likely to be incnired in detaimug 
him or his family (if any) ponding the determination of whether or not be may enter 
tbe Colony. Snob seenrity shall at the option of the intending immigrant be;— 
(1) A cash deposit ot a sum representing snob expenses as aforesaid as may be determined 
by the I. ft B. Offlier, or, (ii) a bind which need not be under seal with snob sureties a* 
■hall satiafy the 1. & E. Offioer in auoh sum as may have been determined as aforesaid. 

(b) He shall therenpon be permitted to enter tbe Colony, and shall, if required by 
iho 1. ft B. Offioer within one week thereafter, satisfy snob officer, by snch proof as socu 
officer may consider necessary in tbe otreomstanoeB ot each particnlar case, that be is 
not a prohibited immigrant, (c) If he shall not satisfy inch offioer as aforesaid bo shall 
be deportid as soon as possible thereafter and retnrned to bis port of embarkation. Tbe cost 
of snch deportation shall bo deiiayeU out of the ami unt deposited by him or secured by 
bond as aforeraid. If a bund has been given the amonut ut the bond shall be forfeited to the 
’Qovernment aod may be recovered by suit in the Conrt of a Magistrate of the First Clais. 
Any balance of money remaining over after snch costs of re| atriation and detention have 
been defrayed, shall be paid to tbe person who made the tash deposit, or in the case of surh 
costs bdinp paid ont of the proceeds of a lorfeiUd bond the balance sball be paid into the 
ccinrt in which tbe bond was forfeited and tbe conrt shall distribate the said balance 
among the persona from whom tbe amount of the bond waa recovered in proportiimto 
the amount recovered from each uf snch peraons. (d) if he ahall ao satiafy such imcr' 
as aforesaid he ahall be permitted to remain in tbe Colony, (e) If be shall be ao permitiAa 
to remain in tbe polony aa aturesaid aheh efficer shall retain the amount depoaited by hi* 
as aforeaa^d for a period not exceeding one year from the date of such depotiC- (0 
standing anything contained in sub-section (d) hereof, be may be deported in the 
preacriM In sub-section (o) hereof, if within a period of three yca?B from the date of an 
entering the Colony he ahall be shown lb be a prohibited Immigrant ao aforesaid. 
deportation eball be ordered by a Magiatrate empowered to hold a tubordinale Court oi sm 
F irst Cla«a. ia case of any peiiUB entering Ahe Colony under this Beotion no ffab lity ei a 
attach to the owners of the vesasi in which he may have arrived at any port of the Colony* 
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ir. Any or I. * B ofiMtCor. it tbe Immlpaiit ktlMipta to «ator tb« 

C4h^ fww *ay Mjo mi»B towitorp ot tnm Arabia, tba Oituiot or BwMmt OonnlaaloM 
witoto wboto iBftadirtioB tta plato ot entry to) ehall rabjeot to tbe ptovlilont beNiaatto* 
eo^atoad pteve&t anj pfohibiced imnigraat from enteriog the Colony by land ot lea. 

18 . Any pMblbitod imnigtant making hte way into or balog found within the Oolonv 
•hall be deenMd to hate oontrafoned thia Ordinanoe. Any person oon?ieted nnder tbit 
Seetion amy ba deported and shall in addition bi liable to entfer impriionment of either 
deMsription for a period not eseaeding six montha* Prorided that euoh Imprisonment shall 
oease 11 and when arrangements ate aaade for the deportation of tbe offender from the 
Colony* Provided farther that If inoh immigrant does not prove to the satisfaetlon of the 
lla^strate that he entered the Colony with the permision of an Oftioer he shall be deported. 

19. (1) No penon who comes within the definition of a prohibited immigrant shall he 
released from the operation ot this Ordianee or allowed to be or remain In the Colony merely 
because he has not been notified not to land or because he may have been allowed to land 
through oversight or through want of knowledge that ho was a prohibited immigrant. ( 2 ) 
Proof adduced within three years to the satisfaction of the Governor-in-Conncil alter any 
ptirooa has entered the Colony that he is one of any of the Classes whose entry is prohibited 
shall be sufficient evidence that such person was a prohibited immigrant and such person 
shall be liable then to be dealt with as a prohibited immigrant. 


2 U. If there shall ba reasonable cause to suspect that any person has contravened this 
Ordinance, and if In oMer to prevent inatioe from baing defeated it is necessary to armat such 
person immediately, it ehall be lawful for any Immigration and Employment Officer or 
Police Offiser to arrest such person forthwith without having a warrant for that purpose, 
and be shall be required to bring snoh person before a llagiitrate as soon as may bo, or 
should the vessel from which snoh person has landed be on the point of departare, then, 
unless inch person shall demand to be taken before a Magistrate, bo may be handed over to 
the custody of the master of the vessel who shall be obliged to reoeive and keep him on board. 

21 . The Governor may authorise the Prinoipal I. A E. Officer to make a contract with 
the master, owners, or agent of any vessel for the conveyance of any prohibited Immigrant 
lonnd in the Colony to a port in or near to inch immigrant’s country of birth and any inch 
immigrant with his personal effects may ba placed by police officer on board snoh vessel, 

22. Any Immigration and Employment Officer |haU for the purpose of this Ordinance 
empowered to bsard as often as may be necessary all vessels entering inward at any port 

of the Colony in the performance of bis duties under this Ordinance. 


23 (I) The Blaster of a vessel arriving in any port ot the Colony shall upon being 
thereto requested by an I. A E. Officer at such port famish to him a list in dnplicate signed 
by himself of all passengers and other persons on board snob vessel at tbe time of bis arrival 
in the Colouy not forming a portion of the regn'ar crew of such vessel. (2) The owner or 
agent of a vessel leaving any port in the Col my shall upon bdng thereto reqnestod by 
Officer at sneh port famish to him a list In dapUcate signed by himself of a'l passengers 
and other persons so leaving in and not forming a portion of tbe regular crew of inch vessel. 

24. The Blaster of a vessel shall if required thereto prior to his departure from port, 
prcMinoe his articles and muster hii crew and if it be found that any person named in the 
article who in the opinion of an I A E. Officer wonld be a prohibited immigrant is not then 
oresent, inch person shall be deemed to have entered tbe Colony contrary to ibis Ordinance 
but the master and agents of such ves 8 .d, provided they have malo proper provision to prevent 
desertion, shall not ba responsible for any contravention of the provisions of this section. 

25, Should the master of a vessel charge any member of his orew or stow-away or oatra- 
baud before a court with a crime or offenoe committed at some time prior to tbe arrival of 

during the stay of snob vessd in port, tho Bfagistrato may at tbe request of an immigra- 
Employment Offl %r and on representation by such officer that the accused is a 
prohibited Immigrant, in awarding punishment, order that, on eapiry of tbe sentence or on 
be sooner readiness of snoh vessel to proceed to sea tho prisoner bo taken from jail and 
cmducted In ouitody abroad such vessel for conveyance away from the Colony, Any 
pcfson contemplated by thii section brought before a Bfagistrate.and discharged shall by 
Blaglitrate have to be immediately conveyed back to such vessel. An crosr 

»II not ba made nnder this seotioo in any case in which tbe Bfaglstrate deems the orime 

offence proper for trial in His Majesty’s Supreme Court of Kenya. 

* 6 . Whenever it shall be deemed neceeiary for the effective carrying out of hte OrdlnauM 
^ *®t«PConrie from tbe ebon with any veesel in a port having on bwid 


the approfal of the Goyernor ns may appear proper on that bdiaif. ... a. 

27. The Bfoetei and owner of any*^vetiel fiom which a prohibited losmlgrnnt 
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mj ba UQded or maj Und tball bo lioblo jointly tod ootofftl^ to o peaoliv 
sot osoeeUiiig d 190 and not toao tboii it50 tn vofpaot of ooob looh piobibiwa 
immfgrMit Undad or wbo moj Und aiid taob tooioi maj be toCiiaed a ol«daaoe 
oBtiratda aatd aajr peaalt^r iaeiirred bai beea paid and natti pmiiioa bai beea 
nado bj the mooter to tbo aatialaotion of the l^riaoi|ial Immigration and Bmplov. 
meat Ofioer for the oonfoyanee ont of (beOblony of raoh i^eblbitid Immigrant wbo 
maj bat 0 been ao landed, and eiieh oeieel may be made attaobable by a decree of 
Bta Uajeety’e Snpremo Oonrt of Eenya In aatiolaotlon of penalty impoeed iinder thio 
SMtloa. 

Tbo word ^^Okaranoo** ao need In tbe Oidinanoe Inolndee ail tbe docorntnu 
ordinarily Itinod by tbe . OommiMlonet of Cnitomt to a veeaei about to lea?e ibe 
port, lacladiiig the doenment known ae tbe Hill of Health. 

28. day peroon being a prohibited immigrant witbin the mtaoing of this 
OMinanoe may apply to an Immigration .and Employment Offloer for a pau to 
enter the Colony tor a temporary viilt or lor the pnrpoee of embarking at a poit 
In tbe Colony tor tome other oonntry. dnch pamea ahali be known ai •*Viaitiiig'> 
and Embarkation pauee,** reipeotireiy, and iball be in tbe «form preicribed by tue 
fttlei made under the Ordinance. 

28. The applioant ahali attend before an Immigration and Employment Officer 
and ahali aoiwet all anch qaeationa a« . anen offljer may pat for the pnrpoae of 
deciding whether a paia onghc to be graiced and ahali dapualt with anch offloer 

(a) ifor a riaiting paaa the anm of £15 with an additional anm of £15 where tbe 
paaa inclndea the wife and children of the applicant. 

(b) Fur an embarkation paaa the anm of £15 for each adnlt and £10 lur 
each child. 

rbo word *<ohiU'* as osed in this and the aneoeeding leotiona, meana a peraou 
appearing to anoh Office to be under the age of aizteen yeara, 

3U. Except in the case of a peraon acoompanied by hia wife and ohildr u a 
•eparate paaa ahali bj required for each peraon aeeking to enter the Ooiony for tbi' 
pnrpofce of a yiait or for embarking. 

81. Ho peraun ahali be entitled aa of right to obtain a vlaiting paaa or au 
embaikttiott paaa, and an immigration and Employment Offloer appointed to ia^oe 
paa»ea aball have the diacretion to grant or relate any anoh paaa, anbject, however 
to auy direotioA which may be gi?en him by toe Principal Immlgratiin aua 
Employment Ufiioer or by the Oorernor. 

32. A yiaitiug paaa aball be anilioient aotbority lor the peraon or peraona caned 
therein to enter the Colony and to remain there daring tbe period atated in hoch 
paw. 8ach period ordinarily aball not exceed twenty-one daya ; bnt any immigia. 
tion and Employment Offloer appointed nudet the Ordmanoe may for lofficieiii 
reaaon appearing, extend the period from time to time by an endoreement on aucu 
paaa. Hu extenaion ahali be made for more than fourteen daye at a time, and cu 
each paaa eliall be extended beyond atz weeke from tbe date thereof except with the 
content of the Governor, 

83. Tbe money depoalted fur a vieiting paw iball be returned to tbe depoait^^r 
npon tbe paia-bolder quiling the Ooiony within tbe time named in inch paaa ur any 
extenaion thereof. 

31. An emb.irkatton paaa aball be anSicient antbority for the peraon or periow 
named therein to enter the Colony and t i proceed wtih all reaaunable tpeed tu ib« 
port apeoffled therein for the parpoae of embarking hy the fiiet available opponuoity 
tor the deatinatlon atated in loeb paia. 

.H5. An embarkation paaa abaU not be extended aave by the Principal Immi- 
gration and Employepcnt Officer for cnffloicnt canae to him appeaclng, 

86. Tbe money 'depoalted for an embaikaiida paaa aball be at onte applied oit 
the application of the peroon to whom it waa granted and to far aa the anm kliati 
fcuffico lor tbe parpoae of obtaining a paaiage tor Che peraon or pe||pn* namcii 
•aeb paw to tbe epeoided place of destination. Aay balance of tbq emey depoiiud 
ihall be retaroed to the depditor npon bit embarkation or may tn diaeretiuu ot 
tbe Immigration aad Employment Offioer be exivuiod in any other .neoeifeary or 
, proper manner at deaired by the debitor. 

374 Any peraon being a prohibit immigrant within the m e ntt i n g of tbe Ordinance 
who aball enter the Colony In pnAnanen of a visiting paaa or'an embarkation pair> 
who aball remain at the Col^ beyonil ^be tiaae allowed fagr ^cb paaa, or allow toy 
liindnlent nw to be made of It, aball ' be deemed to have bobtravened (bia 0 dioaoee 
nod aball npon eonvietipn Inter lorfeif are of the amtnnt deposited by him and may 
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ba M^Boed to mftar iapritoiuiidfit ot bilhar datoripiioii for a period aot eaMdin* 
Y«0»Urt^l MOh .h*UeS»« ».d Wta. th. 

ere elide tov deportotioe of tnto pereoa frooi the Oolooy. 

^ Tbe perein eppeeriog to eo Imaigtetioo ead Booplijmeot Omoer aoderthio 
OidittiBoe to bjoter ibeege of eUteen jeere ebeli b3 regarded at aa aiaU for the uuriioM 
of toli Ordtaonoe. ^ 

39. Aaj pereoa who ehall by tales deelaratlon obtoio either for hlmaelf or for 
anotbor peraoat oltoer or bsth of whiet, bdag aot eatitled therotOi aay oertiftoate or 
doeooisat ioleadod to leeare the entry Into the Colony of any penon in breaih of 
the Profiiiottt of toll Otdlnanee and any person who may frandaiently uie aoy 
each oerttlloite or other doenment thall be gallty of a oontratention of thii Ordlnanoe. 

40. The following ehall be oontrafentlone of thie Ordlnanoe:— 


(a) Afileting any prohibited Immigrant to enter the Colony, or knowingly 
bjlog a parto to she introdnotion of any person of the olam (o) of Section o 
hereof, (b) Aiding or abutting a prohibited immigrant or any other person in aoy 
cootrafention of thte Ordlnanoe or of any liales for the time baing pobliehed 
hereonder. (o) Reeietlng or obitraotlng dlreetly or indtreotly any Immigration and 
Employment Offlosr In the exeontion of hie doty, (d) Wilfally dleobeylng or die* 
regarding any obligation imposed by or any lawfnl order made under this Ordinance 
or the Bales for the tlm^ bjing pobliehed herennder. 

41. Btery parson gnilty of a contrafontion ot this Ordinance or of any Bale 
for the time bjing pablishad herenader ehalli where n> penalty is expreaaly impoaed, 
ba liable to a fine n)t enaaeding A76 or to imprisonmjnt of other description for 
a period not exceeding six miathi or he miy bj lentenoed to bath each fine aod 
ifflprisonmsnt. H j may ba farther required to pay all oasts ot malntenanoe and charges 
hr repatriation incnrted by thj Givernmant on acjonnt ot himialt or of any person 
ualawfally brought Into thj Colony by him. 

42. Any panatty Inenrred by the maitar of a fessei shall bj paid before snch 
ve^sers clearance is granted. Notioe in writing by the Immigration and Employ mans 
Olfijer to the Commlsiicner of Cnitomi of any claim agalBit the majter, ownere 
or agents of each fessei for a penalty shall ba a onflljieot anthority to him to 
refase snch tasHl's oleatanea nntll snch order if withdrawn ot set Mide by the 
>riar of a Conrt. Bach a notice to the Port Captain or Port OiBjer shall ba 
aatborlty to him to rafava to takj such fossel or allow it to go outside the port 
^3 any onter anohjraga. l^nen each noties is glfen such Immigration and Employ- 
mint Ofljer shall with all spaed, inform the principal Immigra&lon and Employment 
'iibser and taka all snah stapi ai mty ba naoeisary In order that prooetolngs in 
rdjpaot of the oontrafuntlon may ba oonstltnted without loss ot time. 

43. Tee enforeemant of any money penalty may ba either by criminal prose* 
^.oHon or by eifil action at tbc instanoe of an Imnigration and Employment 

All eontrarentions of thie Ordlnanoe or of 4b a Bnlas for the timi bjing 
pablishsd barennder for which na epooial pnnUbmant ie awaedsd or for which no 
ijreater pnnlshmant than a penalty of £150 or imprisonment ot elthar desoription is 
■ •npjaed, shall ba oogniiable in aoy sabordinate Court ol the first eiais which may 
>0 reapaet ol any snah oontrsfentioa Impose a pantity or paoishmoot tip to 
tiia limits. Bnoh imprisonment may in any orimlntl proseontioo ba awarded 
^"ther abjolntely or In dafanlt of the payment or a penalty. Notwithstailing tbc 
* Hegoing profieion any enbardinate Court of ths first olats hatiag jurlsdiotioa at 
‘‘By part where a fessei Is datalned under anthority ol h»s OMi nance shall have 
jariiiietioa of any eifil suit wherein a penalty not exceeding £750 Is claimid from 
iBi raaater or owners or agents of each fessei. 

41. An appeal shall lie to the Gofernor-in-Oonncil from any decision of tho 
tmmigratioa and Bnploymant Offiosr, or parson antborised to act at snob. 

, Conttafontton ol Bsntions 16, 17, 19, 33, 24 and 42 shall bj offences ecgnlsablo 
the polioe. 

OaIImbm m»UMMd taMbadBl. B ot tbit Otdiaouee on hmirith 


at afl' *«»«■« m»y team tlm. to tim. with tb. •..rtloB of th. Sjowtoijr 
*«•*• *« th* BsttM aontio, oat ot tho pto?i.laat of thto OrdluoM. 
**** ** *** *** loiptot ot th# ptofMoo. 

l_ J*- pwiriitou li mod. lo that bdi.lt all Balw Mata vate tte 

■wigfMlM RMtrtatfaa Oidlaaaoo. 190S, ot an, awaodamti thateof .ball b. dMMoA 
03 .nd .ball tatao tba Bolaet of B«alttioai naJ. aaier thU Onltaaaoe. 
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The In<lian Agitation 

With the publicatioi) of the Bill proteBts began to pour in from 
every corner of the coontiy. The Indiana protested violently, as the 
bill was clearly directed against them, while many White settlers protested 
against the restrictions imposed upon employers to engage clerks etc. 
One White Settlers’ paper even went so far as to ask the authoiities 
to close the door of the Colony to Indians outright The Moml^a 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber sent a strong representation to the Govern- 
ment protesting against the attempt made to restrict and ultimately 
prohibit the entiy of Indian trading interests. The Mombasa Indians at 
H moss, meeting held on December &th last declared that the safeguard 
ing of the African Natives’ interest was only a guise to stamp out the 
Indian settlers and cabled to the Govt, of India to approach the Colonial 
Office to stop the introduction of the measure. The Indian papers of 
Kenya, the “Daily Adveitiser” and the “Democrat”, wrote strong articles 
against the bill and exposed the. hollowness of the pretensions of the 
Whites to safeguard Native interests. The general feeling of the Indians 
ran very high. The Executive Committee of the local Indian Congress 
asked the Indian members of the Kenya Executive Council and the 
Legislature to lesign forthwith and cabled to India for help. It asked 
the National Congress, to send over some leaders in India to preside 
over aid hold the East Africa Indian Congress at Mombasa and direct 
the form of effective protest that should be made under the circumstances. 

The East Africa Indian Congress 

Accordingly Mis. Naidu ar.d Mr. Benarsidas Chaturvedi from the 
National Congress and Mr. 8. 6. Vaze of the Servants of India 
over to Mombasa in <lanuary last. The East African Congress wus 
held under the presidency of Mrs. Naidu (the proceedings are given in 
detail in the following pages), and unbomded enthusiasm prevailed. 

After the Presidential Address mem beis of the Subjects Committee were 
elected. On the 20th Jan. the Congress commenced its rittings at 8-30 a. m 
when the noircontroversial resolutions were passed and the sittings ad 
journed til 2-30 p. m. when the most important resolutions were taken 
up. The first was about the rejection of the policy of the Inii)Ciial 
Cabinet as embodied in the White Paper of the 25th July l»23 givinji 
an iuferiov status to Indians. This resolution was ably moved l>3' Mr. 
A. J. Dewji and was seconded by Mr. B. N. Anantani and w^as passed 
unanimously ; soon afterwards the Immigiation Eesolutioii was moved and 
secondel and unanimously passed wherein profoiind indignation was ex 
pressed against the proposed Bill ar.d determination to resist the 
said measure to the utmost. The most imporiant resolution which wa? 
moved by Mr. B. 8. Varma, ex-Member of the Kenya Executive and 
i^egislative Council, ai:d seconded by Mr. 8hamflnid-Deen> ex-menil)cr of 
the Kenya Legislative Council, ard suppoited by Mr. D. B 

Kenya's delegate to India, demanded ir, mediate lecall of the Governoi 
Next came the resolution which created the greatest sensation, 
solutipii was as regards the non-payment of the Non-Native Poll 
It was proposed by Mr, A. J. ©ewji, seconded by Mr Y. A., K. 
aid passed with m overwhelmmg majority. Oil the last day 
Congress a ladies" meeting; .w»as convened and the Sarojini Congress 
was staried for the purpose of propa^nda* 



FIFTH SESSION OF THE 

The East Africa Indian Congress 

MOMBASA -JANVAUY 19TU, 19U. 

The East African Indian Congress opened at 2 o'clock on Saturday 
the 1 9th instant, at Mombaw. Mrs. Naidu arrived at about 2*30 p. m. 
and took her seat on a raised platform along with the members of 
the Committee. 

Mr. AHMED TAMAL, Chairman of the Keception Committee, 0 |>enc<l 
the Congress by welcoming Mrs. Naidu on behalf of the Committee 
and the Indian citisens of Mombasa. 

An address of welcome was presented to Mrs. Naidu by the Secretary 
of the E. A. Indian Association on liehalf of the Indians resident there, iii 
the course of which it said : — 

“The Kenya Indian question is exercising the mind of every think' 
iijg man and it is a matter of satisfaction to us that all the iioliticaJ 
paities in India are unanimous in condemning in the most positive and 
emphatic manner the Cabinet decision, which is in direct contravention 
of all pledges held out. That India is one on this |x>int is demon' 
strated by your presence in our midst, and which is indicative of the 
feeling of the stubborn resolution of India to vindicate the honour of 
her sons. Your presence, dear Madam, will act as a tlilip to our 
disheartened minds. 

“We evince towards you, dear Madam, as a v>atnot, our deep 
gratitude in coming out to us, as the President elect, tender our dutiful 
respects, aiid« as a sister, our cordial regards ; and we look to you U* 
pilot us through the maze of doubts and difficulties that confront us. 
which your sage advice and rii^e exi>eriem:e plfices you in a t)ositiori 
to give and direct.” 

The Chairman's Address 

Mr. JAMAL then addressed the Congress os follows : -- 

Hhrimati Sarojini Naidu> brother delegates, ladies ar.d gentlemen 

On behalf of the Reception Committee and the Indian citizens of 
Monibasa, I have gteat pleasure in welcoming you at this, the tiftli 
•Session of the East Africa Indian National Congress. Since the Congress 
last met many things have happened, which have greatly distiirt>e<t the 
minds of our countrymen, both here as well as in India. 

Acting upon the advice of the Government of India, the tVingresM 
decided to send four Indian members on the Kenya Legislative Cpuncil 
and one on the Executive Council pending the final decision of th** 
Kenya Indian question. Experience has proved the futility of such 
small representation in face of a heavy European maiority. When Sir 
Itohert Coryndofi assumed charge of the administration of this ^lony 
It wiiA expected that wise counsel will pi’ovail hut the final decision of 
tho British Cabinet, the influence of the Kenya White Settlers and the 
Kenya Goverument as evidenced by their recent pioroutieemefit 
^H^ough His Excellency the Governor of Kenya in that notorious White 
■Paiicr has shattered all hopes of an wiuitahle treatment: 

40 
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Tbesa White Sett^ra eedm to lead the Government by the nose. 
Lord Deiamere and Mejor Grogan and othithi have been at great paiiig 
to belittle Indian pioneering and Indian enterprise in this' cbvmtry but 
happily hiatoty supports our claim to eqiiab if ndt to supermr« treat* 
ment : but, genilmeni we are only asking for equal and not" preferen- 
tial ti'eatmeiit Perhaps some of yon have read Mii^or F. B. Perce’s 
book Zanzibar, l^e Island Metropolis of Eastern Africa”. Major Peaiec 
was British Resident at Zanzibar until recently and his book is au 
•autiiority on Zanzibar and the East Coasl) of Africa. 

In Chapter 17, says Mi^r Pearce:^ 

^^Hindustaii has had a very lengthy association with the east coast 
of Africa. We ki^ow that as early as the first century of the GhristLin 
era, Indian ships brought merchandise from the ports * of Gujarat to the 
trade emttoria on the shores of tiie Gulf of Arabia. The cargoes of 
these ships savouied of Indian wheat» nee, ghee, cocoauut oil, coiton goods 
and sugar; in fact the same commodities which •every British Indian 
steamer sailing from Bombay cariies to Zanzibar and East Africa poits 

at the present time : and it is hard to believe tliat in the ancient tr^in^' 

stations on the Azatiiaii Coast, and in the island of Monouthias tb * 

middleman was not the Indian merchant who is such a familiar figure 

in modern Zanzibar. 

”Fouiteen hundreds years later, we find Vasco de Gama and his 
Chroniclers making frequent allusions to the Hindu tradera they foui.d 
established at every port along the East Coast ot Africa. Curiously 

enough the Portuguese mistook them for Christians, and they wore 

confirmed in this belief by the attitude of ceitain Bariyas who visited 
de Gamas flagship, and who, accoiding to the Portuguese, made reference 
to the statue of the Modonm and the lufai.t tlesus on the poop. It 
will bo remembered that it was a native of Gi^janvt named Cana who 
piloted Vasco de Gama from Malindi across the Indian Ocean to Calicut. 

” Writing in 1513 Barbosa tells us that the Moors of Zanziliar. 
Pemba, and Mafia used to purchase silks and cottons from the nici - 
•ohants of Cambay, resident in Mombasa, and in 15ui Captain Jjaucastcr 
noticed during his stay in Zanzibar that vessels arriy^ from Indian 

poits. 'Many of these iLdians are wealthy and practically the whole of 
thg local trade is in their hands. Nearly ail oome from Cutch and 

Oambay and few speak and understand Hindustani. 

”The Community with the largest number of members is the Ismailia 
Khojas whose spiritu^ leader is that welPknown personage the Aga Khan, 
or, to give him his reab style and address. His Highiiess Sir Sultan 
Mahotned 8ha Aga Khan, O.C.&L” 

Thig is latest compSetiQn, as far as we know, written by ai y 
European on Fast Coast of Africa. With all respects to Major Pearce 
the m^oidty of the European' writers of the piosent day have a paiticular 
prejudice in all that relates or pertains to Asia in general and to India in 
paiticular. Major Pearce’s book was published in September Sir 

Henry Stanley, the grtet African traveller and explorer, writing in the 
later half of the e^bte his Iwk /Vlfarough^ t^^ 

Continent ” writes, - Zanribar ite miUionarioe^^^^ a one oi 

the richest meteiia^ m the Topiui, a sclfrmade r 

Hindustan, ringu^ly honest Just, a devout Moslem y^ liberal in nw 
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charitable. I made Tarya'e acqaaintanee 
io 1871 and the nglitetw.iBaaner in which he then dealt with me cause 
me TOW to proceed to him ^ ior the same purpose ss foraierly, via 
to sell my doto* cottons and Kanikis at reasonable prices and acoeiit mv 
hill on Mr. Joseph M. Levy of the llaily Telegmph.” ‘ * 

The Indian Community has suffered a serious and irreparable loss 
by the death o! Seth Abdul Basool Allidina Visiam M.B.K. on the 16th 
day of September 1928. The welfare of his oountrymen abBorl)ed much 
of his energ>’ and wealthy his charities in round figures come to the colossal 
amount of seventy lakhs of rupees. At all times appioaobable, a friendl>' 
\iclcome and a kind smile gi'eeted all who sought him. His |>eisonal 
services and purse ^ were ever ready to amelioiate suffenng and promote 
the good of mankind. May God give rest and peace unto his soul. 

Notwithstanding our indisputable lights as oitiseiis of the mighty 
British EmpirCf we are under every disadvantage logardless of our culture, 
4»ur wealth, and our intellectual advancement. 

1 should now proceed to enumerate some of the piinoipal disaiiilities 
we are under: 

Trials by jury This right although recognised by the Right 
Honourable the ^eoretaiy of State for the Colonies, the local government 
has yet taken no steps to give effect thereto. 

Highlands The closing of the Highlai ds to It.diaim on the thin 
giound of administrative convenience** or “suitable for Kuixipoans" on 
account of climate is indefensible, and constitutes a senous chock to the 
iniprovemetit of the colony. It is a curious anomaly that while an Indian 
shall not own land in the Highlands because of “ administrative coiivonieiice*’ 
nothing may prevent a European from acquit ing land in the coastal area. 
Many Euroi^caii plantations exist In the coastal areas at.d 1 have not heard 
til At Kuropcai^s suffer on account of the climate nor by the proximity to 
<'r contact with Eastern people. One is at a loss then to understand how 
this “Dog in the Manger' policy can be defended. In the White Papier a 
niggardly grant of a barren arid waste is offered “ by way of experiment 
tor Indian development. Probably not a single application has over lieon 
made by any Pluropeaii and it is unlikely that any Indian would )>e stupid 
enough to spend his energy and capital thereon. 

Hospitals 'Government hospitals exist for P'uropeans and hospitals 
exist for Natives but no facilities have been provided for the Jndiaiii, 
•ilthough Indians contribute in taxes colossal sums annually. Ihe Indian 
AsKBociation in reply to a letter on the subject was informed by the G)lonial 
Secretary very naively that Indians must make their own anaiigoment to 
piovide hospitak for themselves, as funds did not i)ennit the (iovernmeiit 
undoi taking to funiish a hospital for Indians. 

Fire-arms It is a veiy curious apathy that the Government should 
deny the Indians poeseasing ffreanna ; even a revolver for his self-pro^tion 
denied him, although his enviionments may require the iKwsession of 
hic-ainis to be absolutely necessary. Kuiopeais may own a maga/.ine*full. 

Education : — The Goveniment spends something like £*H for a 
huio|)caii child and only A1 for an Iidi«in child. There are boating 
^chook at convenient centres for Euiopeau children organised ai.d eiiuipped 
any ||||.^ school in England, while Indnui sebook— and these ai‘e 
-at Mombasa and NajioU only— are greatly icglected- 
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Segregatiou :~The White Paper ostensibly does away with segregatbo. 
in toarirship ai^ only, but as a matter of fact for all intents and 
purposes it is in full foi'ce and elfeet, for instance, in the Highlands ; reserva- 
tion exclusively for White soldiers and insertion of covenants in the 
various leases all over the country expressly exclude Indiana 

Railway Disabilities : --The Railway admiuistratioii also in practice 
observes the principles of segregation by labelling the compaitmeiits ** for 
Euiopesiis only ‘7or lioirEuropeans only” and, ‘*for Asiatics only/* In case 
of a rush when space is taxed to its last capacity an Indian has the oi^ion 
of either to break his journey or to proceed in an unoomfortable crowded 
•cariiage, whereas a single Euiopean might occupy a whole carnage and 
no notice is taken of it even. Neither in refreshment rooms nor in the 
waiting rooms are Indians allowed. 

Immigration Bill : — I regret to state that the Kenya Oovernment has 
thought fit to legislate against Immigration by introducing a new Bill 
under the pretence of protecting the natives of this country. You have 
doubtless heard, read and talked about the provisi6us of the said cuiious 
piece of legislation — the Immigration Bill^the ci-udest perhaps that was 
ever destined to be placed in the Statute Books of the British Empire. 
The terms of the Bill leave no doubt that the total elimination of Indians 
from the Colony is the ultimate goal. The present immigration laws are 
4|Uito sufficient for the objects for which they are enacted. 

White settlers have nowhere been able to prove that an undesirabio 
^dass of Indians has found a refuge in this Colony. Indeed, it is a positive 
fact that many European undesirables have been repatriated at Ooverninciit s 
expense ni d 1 make bold to say that not a single Indian has ever lieen le* 
patriated. The proposed Immigration Bill would seem to be a fore- 
runner of the final extinction or a death-knell of Indian enterprise, 
and is sure to operate adversely upon this country. East Africa— from 
the coast to the lake— on the testimony of high medical authority is 
unfit for European colonisation. 

Similar legislation is, 1 understand, shortly to be enacted in the 
Uganda Protectorate and possibly in the Tanganayika Territory. There 
are seveial ordinances such as the Game Oidifianoe, the Ostrich Oidi- 
nance and the Mining Ordinance and the Ci-own Lands Ordinance 
which do not give Indians a chance to take a share in the develop- 
ment of the coutiiiy, however keen and anxious they may be to do so. 

Legislative and Executive Councils Although the population of 
Indians in Kenya is approximately three times more than that of 

Europeans in general aiid the Britisheis in paitieular, and although the 

Indian oommunity is paying much more to the govei-nment in taxation 

than the European British subjects, the local i^Vernment acting as the 
cats-paw in the hands of the conservative White Settlers, passed the 
Legislative Council Ordinance of giving adult suffrage to all 

European British subjects- a haidlul in comparison to the Kenya 

populace— and deprived the Indians of their just rights. Last year the 
Secretary of fState for the Cedonies in his despatch gave us a ray oL 
hope that the Indians would be given franchise on a Common IwlJ* 
but when Enropean White ^tders t^eatened violence and ai*med rebel- 
lion if the country was not pieserved White, and ; ii Cotanton Roll 
was given to Indiaiis, the pledges did not materialize. Indians were 
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bitoilwted aid their taith in the British sena^^ of justlia shatter td to 
pieces when they heard of the unjust and ooiiteni'.itible Kenya Indian 
Decision. 

To add insult to humiliaition aiid divide our own camp, the Ooverir 
ment pissed and published very recently the rules of the Iscgislative 
Council Oi*dinanc 3 wherein^ to deluge and misguide the Indian com- 
muijity> adult suffiage has been given but I must boldly say to those 
i'oncenied that the Gove-nm^nt has bean misdiiectdil and the Indian 
C’omraiinity of Kenya is determined not to bear the insult otfered to 
them in that notorious White Paper, and I am right in saying that 
until such time as the said policy is revised in justification <)f fiidian 
rlaims, the Indian community will not tike any put in the Legisla* 
turos of this country. Indians in this country do not want ciumlis 
4 if bi-eiid but they want choir just rights. It is not a question of 
favour or gonei-oslty that the Indians arc olferod that imaginary adult 
suffrage, but the Government is playing a game in which I am suro 
they will never succeed. With regaixi to the Kxccutivc Council, the 
liidi.iii conimuiiity had accepted one seat thereon on the undorstamling 
tliat proper justice will bo done and no differential treatment will l>o 
shown to the Communities residing in this country under the (oiniiion 
Flag of His Majesty the King, but as usual the Indians wore trcfited 
by the bureauciatic Government of Konya oven worse than step-children 
Ifccause blood is Jihvays thicker than water. 

Ti*ade Licenses : — I must not forget th«? Mercantile Commu- 
nity of Konya as well. They have played a no small part in the 
development and advancement of this country. They have even elevat- 
ed the Natives of this country and taught them the principles and 
advantages of trade and further it is this class only which plays an 
iiitormediary pait in this country. The Government, with a view U> 
harrass and min the Indian Mercantile Community, passed in the year 
1919 the Trading Licensing Ordinance wherein a heavy trading licens- 
ing fee was fixed and sevei-al clauses detrimental to the Indian tni^le 
weie inserted therein. 

I must draw your attention to the bu'/t that in the Naiiolu' Mmu- 
fipality Indiana have been refused adequate representation although 
they pay in taxes more than any other community. Roads and sanitaty 
arrangements in their locality are neglected a!»d 1*0 regaid is given to their 
<»ther necessities. 

Native Interests; — Nothing can be more ariogaiit or untrue than 
thatVVhite Settle is should arbitmrily arrogate to themselves the title 
'»f Trustees and Piotectors of Natives. So far as we all know every- 
thing is done for the White SetUers' own Ijenefit by exploiting the 
'Uisophisticated and ignorant natives in whose mind the fear of the W hite 
man has been instilled by the lash or lethal weapons. One has only to 
open the Kenya Law Books to find ample testimony to bear out tliis 
view. 

I^iadies aiid gentlemen, I shall only exercise your patience for a ve^ 
'‘hoit time. Krst of all I must thank you for hearing me so attentively 
d patiently. The points I have touched here will be probably explaiiiiH! 
you more ably by our illustrious President-elect than I could ever hope 
^*‘<1 dream to do. Let us, brethren and sisters, got to work in right 
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earuest and iiot content oonelveB with speeehnnaking or mateiially worded 
resolutions carried unaniuunisly hy a majority. The fact that our Presideiit' 
elect is a lady should be an inspin^on to you as to what determinatioii 
and self-sacrifice can do. Ladies and genriemen, there is nothing on the 
lace of this earth that is impossible of achievement if undertaken with a 
spirit of detennination and unity. 

Ladies and Qentlemen, we are Indians. Dtveisify of religions should 
not imperil your duty towards our country ; put aside all differences and 
prejudices and work with a will. 

One word before 1 conclude :-.»India has started the boycott movement 
of British Empire Qoods in right earnest after the humilating Kenya 
Indian Decision and 1 think it is the duty of the Kenya Indians to join ha^d^ 
with them and get the Kenya Indian Decision reversed at the earliest 
possible opportunity and that we should make up our minds not to re^t 
uTitil the Kenya Indian Decision is all right. 

I again welcome you all to Mombasa and request you to forgive our 
shortcomings io arrangements and accommodation .and ooncentmte your 
energies on one point, viz., to devise means of attaining the equality of 
status and preserve our self-respect and honour of our dear Mother. Befoic 
I sit down I shall conclude by reciting the following quotation front 
Shakespeare 
• I do love, 

My country's good with a respect more tender, 

More holy and profound than mine own life. 


Mr. TAIB ALI then proposed Mrs. Naidu for the President^ 
ship of the G>ngre8S and in doing so said:-— 

The name of Mrs. Naidu has been proposed for the presidentshii* 
of what promises to be the most momentous session of the East Africa 
Indian National Congress. Ladies and Gentlemen, the distinguished lad> 
whose name I am proposing for the presidentship is too well-known foi 
me to mention her. Without exaggeration, if I were to describe, even 
bviefiyi the great services which she has rendered to the Indian Nation it 
would take volumes, l^adies a],d Gentlemen, the very fact that Mrs. Naidu 
hiB travelled from India all the way to this country to preside ovei 
the deliberations of this assembly, and also the fact that she has left 
her deal* daughter, I am sorry to say, in a very dangerous coiiditioii. 
should convince you that she has closely at heart the cares and destinies 
of her fellow-countrymen residing abroad. Gentlemen, her prosciico 
here uith us should also prove to us that our fellow-oouirfiryinen in India 
are following witli the closest attention all the political doings which aie 
going on in this oountiy. Gentlemen, I take it as a proof of thcii 
sincere desire to help us that they have sent to us Mrs. Naidu, who 
is one of the most distinguished political workers. Gentlemen, I have 
no doubt that she will acquire during her short visit to this countrj 
vciy valuable and precise information of whit we are suffering frojiJ 
and she will place that information before our fellow-countrymen ni 
Iidia— they have already started the campaign there to assist us : « 
least I believe they are doing their best to obtain information as to 
our grievances* There is no doubt that Mrs. Naidu will acquaint w 
the leadeiu in India of the terrible plight in which we are neiiift 
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pained in lids oouiltoy. Gentiemen. th« servioe which I believe she is 

*0 V w>M be maM to that which she has renderad 
to <mr Mwwrlaiid. I will, therefore, not waste your time any fuither, 
so l have the greatest pleasure in proposing her name and I foel sure 
that you will adopt that, name as President unanimously. 

Mr. Hussaio Sulemiii Viijee then addressed the meeting in Gujarati. 
Mr. Suleman Viijee then congratulatefl Mrs. S. Naidu on behalf of 
the Indian community and presented her with a Gold Medal. 

The following telegrams v;cre then read out. — 
from th^ Mr, S.Hasiri : — 

*‘Wish success Congress^ take united bold unyielding stand but no 
provocative measures or language, Mahatma progress ipiito satisfactory.'* 
“Don't send your representatives to the Muiiicipu.1 and Legislative 
Councils of Kenya.** 

from A, AL JifOonjeOt JjmdOH 

“Congratulations to members on opening Congress. Trust complete 
success. Unity only can bring aliout success.** 

/Vtin Hussein Alidii.i yurarn^ KhondolU : — “Wish yow all success.** 


The Presidential Address. 

Mrs. Naidu then entered the pulpit and delivered an extempore 
address as follows: — 

Friends, — Being a very unconventional speaker, you will observe that 
contrary to all the accepted rules of Congress and Conlerences i hold 
no printed paper in my hands — not even a single note to guide my 
miiiu or my intelligence to deal adequately and effectively with thoke 
grievances and problems that are peculiar to the East Air&can Indian 
Colony. 1 do nor know wheiber 1 should apologize lor not 'following the 
conventional procedure ol having the printed page, so that you m.>y 
rustle page alter page to . the convenience of the reporters who, alas, in 
every country, in England and all over India have a g levance against 
me, because they say l speak too fast, and my words are not words 
of journalism. 

1 have to thank you with all the strength and fetvour of my heart 
lor the honour you have done me in inviting me to preside over ibis 
most critical and epoch-makinK session oi the liast Aliican Indian National 
Congre a. 1 am asVare that there aie many distinguisbed compatriots ol 
mine who could have done you greater service and who have a vaster 
experience oi political Hie and with riper wisdom who could have directed 
your welfare and asfdration to a successful issue. 

1 am awkie that there are many very irresponsible men in your 
^untry who regard a mere woman from India as an irresponinbib 
firebrand. To ea^ his own interpretation of what is his responsibility 
and what it a stalMh A stake in the country is not to be measured 
hy a foot-rule^ is aiit to be measured with staves, it is not the posses 
sjon of wide .acres, it is not the master^ip of great trade concetne. 
ihe leal stake in this country is the honour and self-respect ol the 
ludian nation; wh.ch is challenged io-day. There is not in the lengtii 
sod breadth of the inhabited globe a single Indian of whem It 

be said ha has no stake in that coUntr>\ Every man, rich dr 
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poor, illiterate or otherwise, goes out to that country as an Ambas^ or 
and a custodian of bis coontoy's interest. 

1 am standing to-day for the first time in my life on the soil of 
Africa, but none the less 1 dare any man of any nation to challenge 
my- statement that 1 stand on the traditional Colony of the Indian 
people. What makes tradition, what makes policy, what gives rights? 
what brings duty, what imposet responsibility ? It U the historic con- 
nection of race with another, of one country with another, and the 
longer the connection the deeper the interest, the more the responsibi- 
lity and the more indisputable the claim. It does not take a very 
learned student to realize that naturally and inevitably East Africa is 
one of the earliest legitimate colonial territories of the Indian Nat on, 
going so far back, as 1 learn from the Chairman's speech, to the first 
century of the Christian Era, going back so far as even hundreds of 
years before that. East Africa is, tixerefore. the legitimate Colony of 
the surplus of the great Indian nation; whether they went forth to 
colonize these unknown lands from an economical point of view or to 
satisfy their desires for venture, to give vent to tl)e great energy which 
lies dormant to-day in the Indian nation, but which is now rising up 
in a living stream to surge forward and flood the World. I stand, 
therefore, to-day before you as an Indian speaker on Indian soil, — .'Oil 
that your forefathers have dug, — cities that your forefathers have built 
in a land which your ancestors gave to the citizens of the country- 
citizens by the right of heredity, citizens by the right of tradition, 
citizens by the right of the patriotic love which has been nurtured, 
fostered, and developed by the sweat of the brow and tiie blood of 
the heart, of the pioneers exciled from India, so that Indian interests 
may grow greater. You are the descendants of those {fioneecs, you are 
the children of those great exiles, you are the custodians of great 
tradition left by those adventurers who have made in the past the 
histories of the World. 

Do you realize that not only are you the Ambassadors of India 
across ibe seas, but you are the rightful inheritors of this great legacy 
your forefathers left, and yet in the land built by your blood, where- 
the graves of your forefathers lie, where men and women of every 
caste, Pacsees and Christians, have raised their temples and mosques, 
and with one voice, though difierent in religion, are willing to worship 
the same God, here comes a later generation of settlers and for whose 
convenience and welfare your lathers have worked and they dare to 
challenge your right lo possess the soil of this land, the sdl over which 
the ashes and bcmei of your fathers are strewn. We most know the 
interpretation of t^t most omnipotent, that most iniquitous challeoge 
to your dvilizatloii known as the Immigration Bill, whose clauses are 
not merely an insiilt to India but are a betrayal of English 
justice, of t|»e Eogtish who claim to be the inheritors of justice aod 
freedom. 

It is npi |or me, coming across the seas so many thousands 
mUes, so Igr away from the adiual spot of your grievances, to lay 
down a and fast programme. To come to ^ose sofie^g 

grievaii^ ^ch are so dd and yet so vital, suffering in ev^ fip*« 
and bOf^Ing with the inaults and with indignation* and: not 
the lihBcvdries and disadvantages of the situaticu, it would, as 1 aty* ^ 
pioiumj^oii on my pari to lay down for your gnidaode any prog^w® 
without knowing fifft hand the local conditkme. the iheagireiiiess of your 
condUioua* your strength, your capacity, your preparedaaas for certain 
courses of action. Those details those programmes, riipse particoia 
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^ wnbodied in your actions ar« for you to consider 
^ If/ jny irtde experience o^ Indian doings^ my wide experience 
ol Impenal doingg and my knowledge of Englishmen who are betrav- 
log Engtaid* and my knowledge of the Indian who is true to India. 1 
can help you to arrive at some decision* you will, with one united 
service and ever iinyielding/tfarow back challenge after chaUenge, insult 
alter inanity and ultimately by your moral courage receive your iust 
demands. I shall be rewarded for the little sacrifice 1 have made bv 
leaving my Utile child who is dying, because the needs of the children 
ol our Nation are greater than the needs of one child. 


In the Chairman's speech to-day we have in bold, plain/ biting 
language the severest indictment of the administration of the Colony, 
whidi no rhetoric, no oratory, no epithets and adjectives could have 
better and more boldly den undated against the Government of the 
White nation in its attitude towards those who are older children of the 
soil. It has been a moat heart-breaking chapter in that volume o( 
iniquity by England which prides itself on its ImperUl Administration. 
Point after point is quoted— Law Courts, Hospitals. Licenses. Educational 
fadlities, and SegregStion — the separation of the White man, the Hrown 
man who bad the complexion dt their Christ, whom they crucified, and 
lastly the Immigration Ordinance. When i read this 1 asked myself : 
when those 24 Barons at the time of King John made him ^ign the 
Magna Cbarta — that great charter of liberty of the English Nation — did 
they dream of the days to come w^hen the descendants of those English- 
men would go abroad and stamp on every right of liberty that King 

John had to pass at the incidence of his Barons. When 1 think 

of the great poets, politicians and philosopher^ of Eneland, when 

I think of the sacrifices of the youth ol England in France and 
Flanders, and when 1 think of the blood of man which has been shed for 
the causes of liberty and justice, I ask my&elf : does death alone give 
equality between races: i) there no justice, no equaliiy, in life? As to 
Indians, you are outcasts, you carry the brand of inferiority on your 
brows; you are the unclean political outcasts of the Empiie. Friends, in 
India, whereas you know for the last few years there have been internal 
dissensions merely on details of political policy, this question of Kenya, 
this insult to Kenya, this challenge to India, this betrayal of the inviolaole 
right of mao. white, brown or black, has brought political forces on to 
one common platform throughout the length and breadth (jf India — 
rub man, poor man. Hindu and Mussalman, Christian and Parsee. etc.r 
have ail come together on one common platform to denounce the cowardly 
statesmen of England. 1 know the tactics of Whitehall. 1 have a very 
wide personal acquaintance not only with Whitehall, but with the men 
and Ministers of Whitehall. 1 have friends among them. 1 have enemies 
among them, i have dined with them and denounced them cm p’atforms. 
They have denounced me. Their rule of India is complete. When 1 
hear of that wonderful camouflage document known as ♦'The White 
Paper *' 1 think : what an irony of language that so black a document 
should be caPed a “White Paper'? Whilst it seeks to consider, without 
any apparent injustice to Indians, its guardianship as beneficiaries of 
the nat ves of Africa, it strikes the death-blow not to India, for it will 
not die. but to the Empire, that is built on iniquity. Believe me, t have 
rtacl that White Paper very carefully; but find that in every clause it 
Seeks to whittle away the rights of Indians. But for every inch of the 
Indians* rights that is betrayed, a whole acre of Imperial policy is 
betrayed* Do not be afraid of that White Paper. Do not be afraid 
of the rhetoric of ibe While people in their House of Commoof. 
netthm when they speak of the inequality of Indians, nor when they 
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speak of the old civilization oi India, They want ns to stcaagle the new 
ideals of India, I do not believe their promises. Men and women of 
Kenya* bow are you going to solve your own problem ? Yon are the 
pioneers, you are the ambassadors* you are the soldiers of the new ideals. 
How are you, with your new vision* your new outlook on life* your new 
experience, yonr new existence in a century that yon have helped to 
develop* how are you going to defend your rights ? Do not say to me 
** We look to India to help us.*' India cannot help you, India must 
help herself first. She has hersdlf been broken up for centuries by her 
own internal difierencea. She is weak. She baa to consolidate her own 
adairs with her numerous castes and races and fight the enemy within her 
own gates. She can send you a living message, but ambassadors* soldiers* 
exiles and pioneers* you must work out your own destiny by dint of your 
own wisdom, the force of your own determination and unity of the Indian 
races which will make the Indian Nation indomitably. That is your 
•own afiair. 

Take the White Paper* your communal franchise — do you want this ? 
No. In this Colony you are not Hindus and Mussalmans wanting the 
protection of minorities. Our interests are difierenV. You are an Indian 
Nation— an indivisible unit— you cannot be separated into water*ti<bt 
compaitments. You must all be on terms of equality and that 
is the. only course that a seif-respectioj2 nation can follow in one 
country. You do not want preferential treatment ; you do not want 
protection, you do not care if in a common electoral role 3rou do not 
get a biogle representative, but you do not want to be shut out 
from that test of equality ; you do not want to shirk the battle 
for equal terms. Better not have a representative at all : better stand 
out : but do not accept a thing that will brand you once and for ever 
as inferiors of a race with whom you must live on terms of equality. 
Segregation ? There is no power in this laud that can dare to offer us 
this insult of segregation, if you one and all say, we will not have 
segregation. Reservation of the Highlands ? 1 have never heard of any- 

thing more inept in statesmanship tlian this arrogant, cowardly and 
selfish attitude of the White man, who will not fight on equal terms 
with Indians and Africans against the elements. He cannot stand the 
climate at the lower altitudes. Look at those glad and bright-eyed 
children of ours here, they can stand the climate, why should not the 
European, who is so glib at asserting his morale, his officialdom, bis 
intellect over us— why is he not able to stand with you, dying genera- 
tion after generation with malaria and disease in your own country ; 
why can he not battle the climate with you ? Why should he have 
preference ? He has come, he says, to bo the trustee of ihc Black races 
— to be their custodians. We have beard of that trusteeship, wc have 
heard about those custodians and their guardianship which they tell you 
about in this dark African Continent. We are here for the trusteeship 
-of India— India with its civilization, its tradition, with its millions and 
millions of men and women, who have given their martyrs to the cause 
of modem dvilization. They speak of the African native as if he were 
not even a human being, and they speak of the inferiority of the Indian 
for whom they must hold the guardianship* so profitable and lucratwe, 
the land which they take away from India an exile and outcast, 

1 say* let India fight her own battle. You* in this new country^ fight 
your own battles and win. The most pres^sing of your grievances, the 
most outrageous of your grievances are the twin questions 
reservation of the Highlands and tbe abominable and iniquitous 
tioD Bill. The reservation of the Highlands in reality, m actual daiy 

life, does not materially afiect the Indian, who does not care perhaps 



1 ^ 4 ] presidential ADDRESS 345 

live itt the coWer dimatc to which he is not accustomed: but it makes 
no difference. It is the pnociple of equality for which you are fiahtiofl 
It may be that you do not wish to possess one little plot of land in 
the Highlands, but not one needle's point shall be denied to you 
because of racial discrimination and prejudice. You must buv land in 
the Highlands, and if you have not the money you must borrow it irom 
your countrymen but, at all cost, buy laud and live side by side with the 
White settlers. That is the only effective means. 1 believe in resolute 
determination that finds in immediate action succour that is tangible 
aod iudisputable ; but I do want a tangible and visible import of your 
united determination that the principles of discrimination and racial 
prejudice shall not apply to the children of the soil. 

Now in regard to the Immigration Ordinance. 1 do not know in what 
fashion, in what actual detail you will choose to combat this immigration 
question ; but believe me, if you must shed the last drop of your bloud 
in the vindication of your rights to free citizenship and to free ingress 
into this country, you must be prepared to shed that last drop of blood. 
I do not believe in physical force— many of you may not agree with me — 
but i do not believe in that invincible quality of moral courage and 
determination aod the sacrifice of patience. 1 hate this so called patience 
of the Indian. You will be startled, but i repeat it, that dreadful, resigned, 
fatalistic patience that acquiesces in every wTong. is the ruin of the 
Asiatic races. You must be proud : you must have that pride that will 
not brook even one sentence or expre-sion of the shadow of an insult to 
your manhood and your race. You must not brook for one single 
instant the ghost of a suggestion of inferiority, coming no matter irom 
what source, whether it be in your trade, in any raox or profession of 
life. Friends, stand up like men , do not bend your heads but look 
with pride and defy the scowl that meets you wherever you go. 1 wat 
heart-broken on the ship on which 1 travelled, in my comfortable quar^ 
ters OB the upper deck where i sat with English men and women so 
civil, so polite to me# because they dare not be otherwise to people 
like me But when I went into the bowels of the ship, when I went into 
thoK subterranean dungeons— the revelation come upon me: that desperate 
patience of the Asiatic that makes him an exile. Do you think that 
any single White man — no matter how poor— would have consented to 
travel in those dungeons, under the feet of the 1st and and class 
passengers and those White women delicately boro, but too poor to pay 
the big money required for their passages ? There were men and women 
with Uitle cbildren, Goanese, Chinese, Indians herded like rats in the 
bowels of that ship— men and women who aie pioneers of a new country# 
whose blood and sweat makes it possible for the White settlers to live 
in comfort in his land. 

i have not come to you to-day with any cut-and-dried policy but 
it might be that before the end of the Congress 1 and the local 
leaders will be able to collaborate in the production of a definite 
scheme. 

■The Indians of Africa were tbe true guardians of African interests 
and the future of the world lay with Africa. The Indians with one 
united Voice must give answer to the Government. They must say that# 
although in natural history rivers do not flow backwards, they would make 
the river of the Government decision flow backwards. (Cheers.) 1 he 
woild to-day was looking for a new doctrine but, as always, it would be 
India who would send a new light into the universe. Let my huar^s 

for ever the hatred that is being bred between man and man in tb» 
l^autiful Country by a pardon of those who, instead of being 

brothers, would mSc slaves of them. (Loud & prolonged applause.) 
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Resolutions/ 

The lollovtifig m amoog tha inpoflant retolniiona p»Mcd lha Corgveti.— 

Kevyx Indian roLitv. 

This CongrcfcB records i(E mpbatic pioUst against and deep iitdigiiation at tlu 
Cabinet dcciBion embodied in the White Taper of the SiCth July, IV>28, beoauBe it 
definitely aBhigns an inferior KtatOE to Indiai^B in Kenya, aiul aims at White domi- 
nation and pei'petuaJ tubjugatiou of Indiana. This Congitts i» ful'y convinced that 
tie tlnatB of rtbc?!lion aiul direct aclfon held cut by lie Iccal Wl.ite settlera auri 
iiu'.irtcily <i,coiiragtd by the local Government las pi ii.cipaby influenced thia dteibiou. 
T1 i» ( (ugruh belie v(b Ij^at the claim of tiubttiblip of Kative intenbta is a men* 
prctei.ce lo deceive G.e uw!d ahd the real obpet of the autl ora is the furtlt rai cc 
of the iiiurcfciH of lie Kuiopian btltlcis to the cxclvsion of those of the Iiub‘aii>, 
aid therefore unhesitatingly rejects the above jiolicy. 

Immigration Bill. 

Tlis Coigrtts r( cords its pjofound indignation at the pioposed Jmmigiatioii liiij 
which uj'.dcr the thin dibguihc* of piotieilon of the? ii.tcnsis of African nalivo 
nally aims at the (xclusion of the Indian ir luigraiits from this Coloi.y and ix* 
fiTfbses its fleteJ no illation to rcbist this iniquitous measure to the utmost. 

llKCALL OF GoVEfiNOR. 

This <.'o^lgrt^s is convinced that tlie attitude adopted by H, K. Hir lloU*tJ 
t.'oiyndou, Governor of Kenya, durii.g the couise of negotiations and contlovel^i - 
luidiigto tl.e ( abiiut dicisiou of 2btli July lli23, was not only unfair end paiiiul. 
but was (lelibirately cidcuJated lo promote aiul fniiJier the iiitcnsts of tlie Euiop'.aij 
settlers toth.e detriment of the Indian community of this Colony as he w'as coiiniviiiy 
at find indirectly cncouitigiig the threats of viohnee and oiieii rebellion by tlii 
White tetCers, For tluse reaKUis, this Congrcbs considers that ISir BolxMt Cojyiut»»M 
is not a lit and proper jiciMui to hold the rt sponsible office of a Governor aiul 
tliendore dimands his irmnediale call. 

The Poll-tax. 

In view of the imjubt aiul iniquitous Kenya Indian decision of the 25tli Ju-v 
1828, this Congress refoives that as a protest against tlie main decision, pajinent oi 
|K>)l-tax by Indians in Kenya excepting Government servants sliould be suspended a- 
a tirst step until the inodihcatioii of the said decision. 

B'ine-akmh. 

This Congress n -affirms tlie nsolutfon paswd by it at its fourtJi sessions pn- 
ti Sling against the attitude of th.e Government in refusing licenses to Indians o- 
{Kissefs suitable lire-anns and places on rteonl the fact that the local Governimut 
bad delibtuately ilisrcgarded this kgitiuiate dimand of the Indian community. 

Prison Diet fox Indian Prisoneus. 

'J’he CongKfs n^olve8 that tl.e Govcritmeiit lie again requisUd to make subMuu- 
tihl improvfmmt in tlie diet, c'othirg and lousing accommodation of ludiiui 
priHoiiers in His Majesty’s piisons in tie Fast African Tciritorj^ the present tnai- 
iiuiit as regards food and cJotbii.g etc., nuttd out to Indians - lining inferior foilm* 
ixicudul to natives of l?outli Africa, 

Degrees of Indian rNivBxsiTiEs. 

This Congress is strongly of opinion that the Government of Eastern Afii'u 
slould rccegnisc holdtft of Degrees from Indian Universities in respect of the luga’, 
Midica), Erginet»rii g, and other professions and tliar the holders of the degtvis k 
permitted to praciJise in the East African ierritories. 

Trial by Jury. 

This Coi gTiss expresses dissatisfaction at the attitude of the Goveriumnt 
Eastern Africa -in ngard to the question of trial ly Jniy of Iiwliaus and urg<ijtlu' 
Gowrimient to at oncC' <xttwl that right to Indians. 

Education. 

This Cor.grei'S most irdignantly profess against the disci iiiiinating and niggaj'J > 
policy of the ?ctal Government of Kei.^. towards the important question of 
cation of Indian cliidven in the past^ and rcspictfully requests the Gdvcnrmeut »<* 
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|iica«M! the Inaiwi tote 4f«th a view to eMakiMiiuK K!l»-ul» in all imiwrtaut 
IndJai. oentiwi and provamg fiwUitice Lortcl accommwlaiiou llwivin irvh w 
,f the tbrt no provttion wfcaUver exiats fw the diicaiion of Imiia'u ehiUitw. 
In Uganda ai^ Tanganytko, thw Coiigreen ncommtniiK to the naiHetivv liovmimemt. 
to take immediate steps to remedy, tliis deplorable state of nifiiiis. 


Tmadk Lic£Nae8. 

This Congvess urges on the Qovernmeiit of Kenya the immetliaie n iKal ilw 
Trading Licensing Ordinance 1P1S», tin: abolition of whicli has Iwii recominemUtl 
by the Bowring Committee. 

Admiiiistkativk Abusks. 

This Congress is informed reliably Uiai ilie various Administiative in* 

Huei.cul by aiiti-Iiidiau proposals abuse their offiiv and intiuemv to slittr Indian 
trade in outlying districts of Eastern African Territories by giving preferential 
treat incut to Europtans isiKcialiy in the Colony of Kenya an<i moiv particularly in 
Nyaiiaa Province aiul Vai district and ret)uests the immiHliare np))ojntuicut of » 
c(>mmistion compomnl of Europeans and Iiulians representing the iiiieivsts of Kenya, 
rgaiuta, Tanganyika, aiul ZanzilMir to eiujuire into those grievances. 


SWADIiSHf. 

This Congress appreciaUs the givat iinpouainv of improving tlie ivhuion 
U'tween Ifuliaus and ^Africans aiul promoting and fostering trade and oomineree 
tstweeii Africa an<l liulia and it. theivfttre aiitiioriM^s thtr Kxccutivi' Committee to 
take iweossary steps at an early date to carry out these pruss^es. 


Uganda. 

Thi> Congress urges the Government of the l'g>Dula riotieitnaie to gtatit the 
Indian eoniiviuuity reprcsenvatioTi on the Legislative C»niuei)H tind otl.er publie 
of the i rot eel orate propoilioiialc to their numerical strengtli and vested inieivsts. 

The Congiiss in tlie intercsts of the development of the Cpnula Protect i»rai*' 
nisi the welfare of the indigenous |M»pulath»us strongly urges the GtfVf>rnmeiii to in* 
tn.Hluee and establish the Policy of Free- Trade. 


Zanzibar. 

Thi> Congress strongl}' protests against tfie ulea of the eonteinp?at<>d East 
Afi'iear. Federation, in ns mneh as the Zanxilair IMoteetorate is an almost autonomous 
Arab MJitunnte, Tanganyika, a Mandated Tcrriloiy, and I'gaiida, u I'roleetoraie and 
mole t>j»t‘Cia!ly when the populations oi these terri lories aiv o|>pi>M^d to snel* 
leiieiation. 

Thi^ Congress supports the opinion of H, M’s British liulian subjeets in llir 
Zunxibai 1* ret c*ct orate, that the post of the High Coininissioner for that Pmieet orate 
KOI Imxing iustitied itself during the past m niuny years shiiiilil almlished and 
tl'io the Birish licsident be made directly responsil»ie to H. M’s Seeretaiy' of Htatr 
for I hi- (.'olonics. 

This Congress urges H. M’s Goveninnnl to introduce lils-ial ijistitutiniis in the 
lioviTiiiiieiit of Zaiisibar such as the expansion of the present prott etoraie Council 
'«• a l..« gislat ive Council on elective principles and establish a Miinieipality \^itli 
mie«iiiaie Indian roprcseiitation. 


Tanganyika. 


T1 m> Congress is t»f the opinion that the action of the Tanganyika tSoveriiineiir 
» paN^^ng the Oi'djiiaiU 5 es known as the Prolits Tax, Tratle Licensing, and iVtllar's 



immediately repeal 

>‘*'‘p and oppression on the people. . . , . , . 

This Congi'CHS haTing reasons to ijnlicvo that the cconontJc and po iMcal t id#.* rest 
nl Tanganyika are being subordinated to those f»f Kenya, resr>Iv*-s that the status 
i»f the Tanganyika Territory as a w'hole uiulcr tlie maihiaie shall b" kept ut»* 
‘“‘paired, and at the same time strongly opjam-s rfw suggestion uimlo in wrtaio 
M“aireiH to the effect tliat Moshi aiul Arusha districts In* haiuUnI over for a4ltfiinis» 
Station to the Govenuuem of Kenya, . -u*. 

*n view of the unduly long delay in payment of tlie pn- war ami ll•teTin^ 
<»ernian currency notes held by thi* Tnnganiyka liulians and also ot il*e claims 
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iooadltiowi thin Cotifi^W iWMlt lUg^ly reqp^ Uw tp take 

ear^ afeeps for espying pigriBeiit. 

CoiTGttisaB Fvhdb 

lu vie«r of the extreine ai^oiifliiefla ol the present political positioii of the ladiatM 
in Bast AlHca and great nrgeuc^ of fuuda to cari^ on the iieoe^ political stnig. 
gle, this CougresB reao.Tes that a -fuiid sbonkl be staited aC once*^ The Fund so 
ridsed shall be calleil **Tbe iiarojini Congress Fmid and treated as a permanent 
Fund. Its ' investment, management, and dlsborBemeuts shatr^ be entrusted' to h 
oomicitCce ^composed of:— 

]. Mr. Huseinbhai Soleman Viijoc and Hr. Naubariaram for Nairobi. 

2. Abdulla Jaifer Dhwji and Hashau Jamal for Mmnbasa^ 

9. Mahomed for Kisumu. 

4. Mr, Nanji xalidas Mehta and C. P. Dalai for Uganda. 

0. Mr, TusafaU Ismalji Jivanjee and Trikamdas Frcmji for Zansibar, 

6. Mr. Vusnfaii A. Karim ji Jivauji and Mr. Sulemau Dahya for Tanganyika. 

Messrs. Ynsufali . A., Earimjee and Trikamdas Premii shall be the hecretario^ 
and Treasurers of the said fund, and an account be opened at a recvjgnised bauk 
where tbe miinvestcil portion of the fund shall be kept. The corpus of the Mai<[ 
fund shall not be used except in casc>s of * extreme emcrgeiu^ to be ikKiermined by 
a majority of the Committee. * 

Hbrimati Barojini Naidu to be miuestcil to kindly assist in the raising aiui 
collecting of this fund during her tour in East Africa and India. 

Mahatma Gandhi. 

This Congress lias ieanit with great itilief and tliaukfulness that Maliatuiu 
Gainllii is making satisfactory progress after his lecent stiiious illness aiul ferveiitiy 
prays^ for his complete recovery his speedy restoration to liberty to guide ilh' 
nation’s struggle for freedom and self-realisation. 

Tranks TO Mb. Bhastbi. 

I'ids Congress places on recoixi its si^nse of gratitude ainl appreciation for t(i. 
si»rvices rendered to the cause of Indians in Kenya by the lit. Hoa’ble Mr. Brinivas 
Bhastri aiul his delegation and empowers the General Secretary to acknowltNlgt: 
on its behalf its appreciation of the services remlerecl by other frieiuis in India aud 
Buglaiul. 

The KENYA DELEGATION. 

This Congress places on record its deep sense* of appreciation aiul gratitude u 
the members of the Kenya and Tanganayika delegations to England and India ioi 
their eiforts in the Indian cause. 



MRS. NAIDU’S CONCLUDING SPEECH jay 

Mra. Nait3u*4 Coiiclu<Kiig Spoaeh 

In omela^ the aewioii. Mn. Naichi eddfemd the Congteta in 
Hindi and Mud ^ 

You most not let that Immlgratioii Bill be passed for a tingle 
ttoment. It it a measure inttodnced pur^y for the benefit ol the White 
settlers and its motive is to oust tile Indians, if the Cabinet consents 
to the Immigration Bill being piated, it will be the duty of the Indian 
leaders to charter ship upon ship and send immigrants week after week 
ta flood the coantry. no matter at what cost ; out on sea and on land 
we shall defy that Immigration Bill. 

We must not permit the freedom of the present geneimtioo to be sold 
io the White man's interests. When 1 came into Mombasa Bay ray 
thoughts went back to our mother-ciuntry from whence boat after 
boat of brave adventurous merchants came to your shores bringing 
precious giits — gifts that bear the halbmark of civilizition.— bringing with 
them wheat and rice and those things that feed the body. They brought — 
those bravo Hindoo .Mercbants— in their cargoes the gifts of civilization 
to this Continent, called tlie daik Continent; but in H*s wisdom the 
splendour of your future lies secure. Who brought civilizition to 
Africa? it was* your forefathers, your Giijrati-speaking people, from 
the shores of the Bombav Presidency, from Goa, and all the little pnts 
along the coast, came your fathers, not as immigrants to fill up fotms. 
to 1^ questiooed aou iasulted, to be refused admission, but to be 
wel c omed as b e ne fa c t ors and messeugers of the people from whom they 
came. You are the people wlio have started the history and have made 
It possible for us to come here to-day. 

As 1 have told you, 1 have not come here to place before you, at 
least to-day, any programme for you to follow, but i beg you in the 
name of the dual inheritance that is yours, from the old country and this 
new country, to be true to your trust. You are the true guardians of 
the Africans* interests. You are those who have helped, solaced and 
succoured the black man who to-morrow will be the citizen of the world. 
The future lies with Africans, but your part is not to betray them by 
betraying your rights. If your rights are betrayed to-day, what guarantee 
19 there, m spite of all the pledges ot Parliament, that tlie iiattve*s 
iQteresis is secure from exploitation at their bands. 

You must with one united voice give an answer to the Govcrnnieot 
and say that though io natural history rivers do not fiow backwards, we shall 
make the rivers of your decision flow backwards. Though we are weak 
and poor, though yon seek to put upon us a brand of inferiority and 
deprive us of &ose rights and privileges, those responsibilities and duties, 
c-ur heritage of unalienable right, do not believe for a single moment 
that whilst a sing e Indian is alive in India you will go unpunished and 
unchecked. Whatever programme you decide to follow, that programme 
must be carefully considered in all its details during the next two days, 
AQd at the end of the Session, with your assistance, it might be possible 
lor me to guide you in forming some policy, not of my own, but merely 
ns a voice ol your determination, it might be possib'e for me to guide you 
in forming some policy, not of my own, but merely as a voice of your 
determination, it might be possible for me to be a inesiengor of your 
hearts. | come to*clay from India. I come to hear the new prob ems 
that are biting into your hearts and making your blood run with fever 
at the injustice of the White man. I can only say : fight the good fi^t 
with that spiritual assialmnce that Mahatma has given us, not with toe 
^eapoat of the old civilisation, tboee things have been scrapped with Western 
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civilization and on tbe batie^^da that are tbe graves ol the soldiers in 
Europe. Tbe Id Has been waiting lor a new messenger, but in the 
boor of darkness it has been an Indian that has sent that message of 
light to the wpr^d. it was that little man, so fragile thi^ you could 
crush him almost between the palm ol your band, but so great, so mvincib’e. 
so eniramed with a divinity Uiat makes a God pf inan—** Mahatma *~he 
brought to. India the message of civili^tlon through self-sacrifice, but 
understand 8ELF-sacrifice-*r.ot the sacrifice of National self-respect. 

Kill irjiisilce by your indomitable truth, and kill lor ever the hatred 
that is being bred between man and man in this beautiful country, by 
yonr magnanimous pardon of those, vdio, instead of being your brothers, 
would make slaves of you. 

The Parting Message. 

PHor to her leaving the shores of East Africa* Mro. Sarpjini Naidu 
issued the following message to Indians in East Africa under her own 
signature as President of the East African Indian National Congress* dated 
February 18th, 1924. 

•* My farewell advice to the people of Kenya is to abide loyally 
and fearlessly by ibe decision of the Congress and fulfil scrupulously 
both the letter and the spirit of the resolution in which the Indian 
community of East Africa expressed its indignation at, and the entire 
rejection of. tbe Government's policy. 

* The Kenya White Paper seeks to impose in an unjust and arbitrary 
fashion an inferior political status on the Indian community of Soiitlt 
Africa. 

“While earne^^tlv striving to rectify these faults, we should try to 
ameliorate those evils in our social condition, which seem to give roon\ 
for our opponents to mock at our daims and deny us equal franchise, 
equal status, and e(pul privileges in the civic life of East Africa. 

“It is our duty to carry on with unfaltering vigour and determination 
the political stiuggle we have embarked on. e must contiuue it, what- 
soever be tbe cos' lo our persons or property, until tbe Kenya Whiti- 
Pa f?er is des I toyed once for all, and Indians in Kenya have, by their own 
iiTdted efiort and sacrifice, vindicated their right to share equally in the 
duties and responsibilities of free citiz'.ns, and build up a tradition o\ 
progress, brotherhood and service, in Africa, the land of their adoption 

“The first step in our struggle is tbe suspension of the payment of 
the poll-tax on Natives as a symbol of resentment against the policy 
atU»pted by the Government under pressure from, and in the interests of. 
the White settlers of Kenya. 

* t is only a small initial sacrifice that is at present demanded. 
Both rich and poor should make it their duty to show a united front and 
to carry out with united strength the mandate of the Congress. 

“ No poll tax is to be paid until the White Paper policy is reversed 
and Indians come into their political riehts again. We should cheerfully 
endure every loss and penalty that might be imposed by the Government 
in the spirit of truth, quiet dignity and ccurage in accordance with the 
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi." 

[The abhye message was sent to the **Mombas8a Times au English 
Pai>er, which refused pnblicatidn of it, after consultation with the Govern- 
inent, on the giouiid that it was a direct incitement to sedition. Th^ 
SR me paper* however, published a distotted version of Mrs. X»idt»» 
si>eech ou social condition giving facta to which she did not- ref^ at all.] 



The No-Tax Campaign. 

After the session of the Congress the Kenya Indians deteiiuiiMMl 
carry out the resolution of the Congress on the iioirpaymeiit of the 

Toll-Tax. All the taxes and the licenses were payable before the eiul 

f»f «lanuary and a wide, campaign was organised to rally all the Indians 
.•igainst the Poll-tax. The Bevenue oflScers of the Goveniuienti on tlie 
(^ther handi were equally determined, and setting aside the usual law, 
brought into force a practice alleged to have l)een in force for the past 
throe years making the payment of the Poll-tax a condition pieoedent 
to the issuing of trade licenses, passports ete. Iiidiaiis were pro- 

pared to pay for the trade licenses, and this haiassment made their task 
all the more difficult. They however remained firm. They |>aid 

nil other taxes but refused to pay the i)oll-tax of 30 shillings iier 

nilwit male, and for this they wore seiitenood each to a month's hard 

InUnir. The movement spread rapidly to the distant districts of Konya, 
and a large number of people prepared themselves to court arrest. 

S<»me .'^00 Indians thus went to jail. But the policy of the Covernmetit 
liut to issue licenses unless the poll-tax was previously jMiid could not 
succeed. Government then changed their tactics and went on issuing 
liceiiseB with the one hand and delivering summonses for recovery of the 
tax with the other. The plaint! tf and the trying Magistrate were the 
same person and he went on niaking attachments on the properties 
«»f the defaulters. »Some of the wealthiest and the most imiMiiiant 
nuM'chants wero subjected to the attachment proceedings, afjd the 

Icwdcis were scut to prison. The merchants began to court arrest. 
j<».vfully, and then the Government again clianged their tactics. They 
I'ogaii to summon the loaders of the movement before the court, hut 
the leaders raised constitutional iioiiits and stated that the Poll-tax 
‘udinance was totally illegal and the iK>ntiiiuanco of it agaiiKst the 
Indians was ulti*a- vires. They also brought the treaty which the Sultan 
Ziuigilior hatl signed with the Bntish and the Foreign .hirisdiction 
Act 1890 and the various Orders in Council I90i', 1906 and 1921, 
wtiuiiig that the Crown or the Legislative Council had no right 1o tax 
them unless with the consent of Parliament. They stated that in the 
>rai 1912 wrhen the Poll-tax ordinance was passed, the Indians had 
' ‘'it her dirwt nor indirect represoiitatiofi on the C'(»unci) ai.d therefore 
di‘'> were not bound to pay the tax. 

Mrs. Naidu's ('ampaigu. 

The agitation for the no-tax campaign went on iiiiahatcd for 3 
u nnths. On Februaiy^ 6tb a huge demojwtratioii wtis held at Mombiiwi. 

|*ig procession went lound the city singing national songs exhorting 
li dians all over the colony to join the movement as a IkkU. A huge 
«iasf?-meetiiig was hold at‘ night whero Mr. D. B. Desai presided and 
»C(alloa the case of a similar campaign successfully carried out 25 years 
People attending the meetting all took a solemn vow to resist to 
last and not to submit to the daily gathering pile of insults ai^d 
i' dignities heaped upon them by the Whites. Mrs. Naidu herself made 
42 ' 
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a lectming tour thro^hcmt £ai^ Africa during February lagt. Fandit 
Benarsidas Chaturvedi of tlie Aiiinedabad Sabarmali Aidirain» and Mr. S. 
O. Vaae of tae Servant of India were ako there. Ibey turned the 
Indian agitation from a purely coinmunai one to one of illniveraal protect 
against White oppression, both upon the Indians aiid the Afriean natives. 
The frigid isolation which the Indians had so long observed in their 
dealings with the African natives were henceforth to be broken. For the 
next 10 days Mrs. Naida pushed on her campaign vigorously, not on 
the iw-tax movement alone, but also in carrying and explaining the message 
;pf non*violet)ce of Mahatma Gandhi, in eradicatiiig 80 <^ abuses amongst, 
the Indian commimity, in organising the volunteer movement amongst 
the Aga Khaiii Kliojas, and generally in stimulating the whole popula 
tion of Indian settlers to more active national work. She succeeded also 
to bring round some of the good people of the Whites to lucognise the 
justice of the Indian s grievances and to enlist their sympathy and co- 
operation. She left Mombasa on the 17th February last; and was followed 
a month later by Messrs. Chaturvedi and vaze. * 

The Attachments and Oppression. 

Meanwhile persecutions went on. The chief centre of the 
tiouble was Mombasa, the gate-way and the chief Poit of Kenya. 
The Governmei.t was afraid that, if the non-payment movement, 
started by the Indians were not checked, the administration would 
Ijc absolutely diflicult as the movement of the Indians was coji- 
tagious and the natives might soon learn also to refrain from payii,« 
the taxes. Persons who joined the non-payment movement included 
capitalists, big raerohants, shop-keepers and land-holders and wIkmi 
ordered by the Hesident Commissioners, they willingly courted jail. In 
Kenya the old (188*2) Code of Civil Procedure of India is applicable, 
ill all civil matters. According to sections 48 to 50 it is obligatory on the 
part of the plaintiff to file a plaint in court and if there is no such plaint filed, 
it is obligatory on the part of the Court to dismiss the case. Accoi-diii^ 
to section 9 of the Non-Native Poll-tax Ordinance 1912 it is stated that, 
whoever makes a default in imyment of the Normative poll-tax, due 
and payable, the Magistrate or the District Commissioner under whose 
jurisdiction the man resides shall ist^ue a summons calling the defaulter lo 
attend before him to answer why he should not be ordered to pay the poll-tax. 

The Mombasa District Commissioner s Couri however adopted a (jueer 
procedure. Under the Poll-Tax Ordinance, Sec. 9, the Court tlirew 
off the sections of the Code of Civil Procedui'e as to plaint cto. Tho 
summons shows that the “Crown” is the plaintiff. It was really lut 
conceivable by a common layman how the Crown came to know that tlu* 
•defendant was indebted to the plaintiff in the amount of the loll-tax hh 
there was nothing on the record which could show that. Under 
of the Petition of Eights Ordinance 19)0 it was clearly stated that in airaetiou 
by Crown there shall appear and act the Crown Advocate 01 * scuu* 
.authorised person by law; but in these poll-tax oases no body appeiired 
excepting a clerk of the District Commissioner who held no i)Owei o| 
attorney or a lettor of authority. This clerk opened a book and saiu 
that from the book he did not find that the defendant had pivin 
his poll-tax for 1924 ! There were about 400 cases filed in Mombasa alone, 
some 100 in Nairobi and a similar number in the neighbouring districts. 
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Mr. Deeai’s Case. 

The moBfe impottant ease w that of Mr. D. B. Desai, the Hony. 
S^retsary of tie Mom1>a8a lodiaD Assooiation, and the leader of the move- 
He was aummoiied as a defaulter to appear before the District 
Commissioiier on the 22nd February. In the beginning he miaed the 
legal and technical obiections; fiTStly he raised the objection under 
section 60 of the C. P. C. Then he said that the District Commissioner 
had no power to try the case and therefoi*e it should be transferred to 
another Courts as the District Commissioner himself was the Collector of 
the i)oll-tax and tfiat there was a circular that where thoie are Residetit 
Magistrates or Town Magistrates the c^es of poll-tax should bo tried 
there. Mr. Desai also raised an objection as to whether the poll-tax 
was legal or not. Thereupon the District Commissioner adiourned the case 
to the 2fth on which day, over and above the aforesaid objections, 
which were not decided by the Court, Mr. Desai stated that there ought 
to have l)e8n the presence of the Crown Advocate, and as neither he was 
]»rc8ont nor the Plaintiff present, the case should l>e dismissed with 
I'osts under section 102 C. P. C. On being further asked Mr. Desai banded 
to the Court a memorandum where ho hitd asked the Court to refer the 
r;i 80 under section 25 of the Courts Ordinance 1907 to the Supreme CJourt 
to decide whether the poll-tax was legal. Mr. Dosai after handing in the 
Memorandum stated that ho reserved the right of Hliiig his written statement. 
The case was then adjourned till the 4th Manh. 

Judgment Goes Against Desai. 

On that day, the District Commissioner brought in a written judgment 
wherein ho stated that there was another circular which overruled the 
IKiint raised by the defendant whether the Court should try the case. With 
regal'd to section 102 and tbe {letition of Kights Ordinance, ho staterl. 

that the procedure under the Non-Native Poll-tax Ordinance was quite 
different and that under the said Ordinance those . ix>ints did not arise. 
With regard to the legality of the tax he stated that in 1914 there had been a 
<iise derided wherein it was held that the Crown had the right to 
levy such taxes. But the judgment of 1924 had not decided the points 
raisixl by Mr. Dosai. Without deciding these points, which could be legally 
decided by the High Court alone, the J)istrict Commissioner over- 

luled them. Further, without getting any proof as to the plaintiffs 

claim, the I>istriot Commissioner gave judgment for the plaintiff as the 
dofcr.daiit refused to answer pertinent questions asked by the coiii t ! 
Aftej- jmlgmont, even though the District Coniniissioner knew that the 
defaulter had propeity still, in order to haiass them, issued warmnts 
he their [person according to section of the Old Caxlc of (Jivil 

Procedure of 1882. Under section 839 it is made clear that it shall 
br obligatoiy for the Court to receive the dei»osit from the plantiff 
h»i the subsistence allowance before issuing the warmnts an<l in 
''arraiits are issued without such deposits the wwnints shall be iliogal. 
NotwithstaDdifig this the Court issued the warrants without rocciving 
deposit, aiid sent warrants upon the jailors under section 389 in 
«'oiitravontion to the contents of the said section with regard to the 
«ubsistencc albwauee. In the jail the Civil Prisoners of the Poll-tax 
their own food and nothing ivas given by the Govenimeiit. 
the 5th Mardi two of the Indians who had been sent to Jail for 
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non-payment of the Poll-tax came out of the jail as theif Poll-tax 
paid by some unknown persons. A mass meeting was held at night 

on the 5th and the position waa explained as regaids these 

two persons. In the meeting it was resolved ''that this mass meetin;' 
ompowem the Managing Committee of the Indian Association, Mombasa! 

the Mombasa Committee of the Standing Committee of the Congress! 

and the Mombasa Poll-tax Committee to punish those persons who 
paid the Poll-tax.” It was agreed that those who paid the Poll-tax after 
the 20th January but up to the 5th March should be punished by a 
maximum fine of Sh. 500 or in default social (excepting on occasions 
of religious purposes, serious illness, and on death-bed) and commeroy 
boycott for a period not exceeding one month, and those who paid after 
the 5th should be punished by boycott in the manner for a period not 
exceeding three months. In Nairobi and other up-country places 
matters were not di'agged so h\irriedly as iti Mombasa. 

The movement, however, flagged by the end of March last for 
want of workers, and also for want of that solid unity which has ev(M- 
been the bane of the Indian. 

The New L4abour Policy 

The change of Government in England led people to hope much froni 
the l«abour Paity. On Jau. 29th, however, Mr. Thomas receive! lh»» 
Empire Journalists at the Colonial Office and outlined at length the 
Government’s Empire policy. Ho referred at the outset to the noiiseiiHC 
talked about labour being anti-Empire. 

Replying to a question liy Sir Stanley Reed, he said that one of 
his first difficulties was Kenya to which he had given more consider' 
ation than to any other. He said emphatically that their first duty was 
to African Natives, Neither European nor Indian .interests oould divert 
them fix)m their obligation to the natives. The policy enumerated in 
the White paper was the one most likely to be followed. 

Mr. Polak on behalf of the Indmn Overseas Association uiged 
Colonial and India Offices and the Prime Minister of • the implica- 
tions of the formula agreed to at the Imperial Conference and thr 
definite pledge by Colonel Wedgwood in the Colonial Office vote dcbalo 
on the 25th July last on behalf of the Labour Party to revise the 
White Paper decisions as between Indians and the White settlers when 
the party came into office. 

Ill the House of Commons on February 26th, Mr, J. H. Thomas, reply 
iug regarding the (Tolonial Office supplementary estimate relating to Konya 
^nd Uganda, doclgred that the Government’s first obligation to Kenya and 
policy which they intended to pursue, was a trust to the natives. That carried 
with it something more than an obligation to talk about franchise oi 
inxmi^hitioa iiueatioos, namely, assurance that the natives would be fairly 
treat^, protected and especially educated. 

Mr. Omsl^ Gore welcomed Mr. Thomas’ determination to pui»»*« 
an African policy. He feared that Mr. Thomas would have a great M 
ol outside pressure aikd attmpt to f orce an liidianising poHcy on 
and he was glad that Mr. IhciM colours to the 

Gne thing ^at Kenya wanted was less talk and news about Iiidims 
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„i6ni about ootto» and maize grown by the Afrioau peasants, and develop- 
mei^ of East Afnca on West Airioan lines. 

The Colonies* Committee, 

In the Council of State at Delhi* on February 6th the Kenya 
question was raised in debate. 

Sir B. N. Sarma, Member'in-chargo of Knimigmtioii said: "1 wish to make 
an aiiiiounoement regarding this resolution. The Goveniment of India have 
•strongly urged upon tli.^ Secretary of Stafe for Colonies the desirability of not 
l»roceoding with the Kenya Immigration Bill until the Committee to be 
iil)l>oifited made its report to us and the Colonial Office. The Sfx^rotary 
oi State for India has now wired to forthwith appoint the Committee* 
in as much as the decision has l>een reached that the new drafts of 
I ho Bill would be prepared. I, therefore, take it that nothing would 
ho done in the matter of the Immigration Ordinance by the Colonial 
Office until the Committee meets in Ijondon and discusses th> <iuostjoit 
and negotiates with the Colonial Office. 

Mr. Sethna : There is nothing new in the statement of the lion. 
Sir B. !N. »Samia, except the appointment to l>e made sliortly of the 
( olonies’ Committee* but my resolutioii deals not only with the linmigra* 
tint! Ordinance, but also in regard to the franchise. 

Sir B. N. Sarnia said that the telegram received from the Seci’ctary 
<ii' State puts the matter a little further than what the Viceroy Imn 
fttatod. 1 understuiid that nothing would bo done in the matter of thi> 
Onlinanec until the Committee is in a position to negotiate with Ihe 
C<iloiiial Office.** 

Mr. Sethna : Sir, will the Committee d«Md with tho <|iiestioii of 
hanchisel Sir B. N. Sanna : It will. 

Mr. Sethna : But in answer to a question put by Sir Stanley Rood to Mr. 
’I'hoiiias when a deputation of the Empire Journalists appeared before liim, ho 
stated that he looked \\\m} the arrangement in regard to the fraiichiso 
ill Kenya as completely settled. Tho Viceroys speech itself was certainly 
lukewarm on this (iucstion. Hence niy fear. 

Sir 13. N. Srtinia : Tho Franchise Bill has already been passed into 
liw, and what iiuxlilicatioiis are [lossible is a iiuestion wbifdi would bo 
*akon up by the Committee .separately. The Franchise question h;is not 
l'c<‘ii raised in the resolution before iis. 

And on the 12th March the Governnieiit of India apiHjiiitcd the ( olonios' 
t oiiiiiiittoe **to make representations to tho Som'etary of State for tho 
* olonies on all ({uestioiis affecting Indians domiciled in Kenya arising 

of the decisious einlxxlied in the AVhito Pai>er and on certain 
usMaliiig questions affecting Indians in P'iji. Tho members are : — 

''Mr. J, Hope Simpson C.l.Pl, M.P., Chairman, ll.H. Sir Sultan 
Muluunniad Shah Aga Khan, Sir Benjamin Bol>oi*tson C.l.IO., Dcwaii 
Bahadur T. Kaugachaiiar M.L.A., Mr. K. C, Koy, M.L.A. 

‘Mr. B. B. ICwbiink, C.I.K, I.C.S., Deputy Secretary to the Govonr 
nient of India, Departauent oi Pkliuation, Health and Lifids, will Act as 
rotary to the Committee. It will assemble in I^ndon iw soon oa 
P**^iBle. The" members sailed from Boml>ay on tho 1 5th Mar<?h. 



Begardiiig the so'caUed natiTe trusteeafaipi Hr. B. 6. Vase of the 

^Servanfj uj iitdia sayB:-* 

*'Mr. J. H« Thomas, the Colonial Becretai^ in llie Lahotir Cabinet, 
speaks often erxiugh about ** native trusteeship,'^ but to him evidently it 
is but an empty phrase. He has been plied in Parliament with questions 
regarding the Master and Servants Ordinance, the Begistration of Natives 
Oi^nance, etc., which spell for the East African wards of the Whites 
a form of semi*slavery, but Mr. Thomas apparently regards all such 
pleas on the score of humanitarianism as inspired by a mawkish 
sentimentality, to tvhioh only imbeciles would pay any heed. If on cardinal 

labour principles he is so utterly unsound, it is hardly a matter of 

surprise that, where his information is derived exclusively from official 
sources, he is altogether engulfed by the bureaucratic spirit. On March 
Gth Mr. Morel endeavoured to expose in the Commons some of the 

monstrosities inherent in the system of taxation which obtains in Kenya. 
By this system the Whites who are best able to pay make the leaat 
contiibution to the public revenues, while natives who just live on the 
Ijorderland o! starvation are made to bear, over and al^ve the cost of 
the native services, the largest share in the cost of the development of 
the country in the White's interest. What percentage of the receipts from 
native taxation is in fact devoted to European requirements, the Kenya 
officials have not yet ' made public, and will perhaps never do so, but 
occasionally you get an official or two who tell you privately but plainly that 
a considerable pait of the money derived from native sources is really 
expended on European interests. 1 have seen many leaflets recommordiu); 
Kenya for White settlement, in which the most seductive feature of 
modern Arcadia is made out to be the absence of an income-tax or a 
land-tax. The absence of these two taxes is no doubt a very great 
scandal, but the full measure of the iniquity of this system of taxation 
will not be apparent until one is further told that the deficiency in revenue 
is made up by clapping on to the natives a tax which makes a largo 
propoition of them w^oik on European faims for nearly three months in 
a year. The gross partiality of this arangement Mr. M^l tried tc 
bring out by asking the following question in the fiousQ 

‘'Will the Secretary of State for the Colonies tii;$ce steps to icview 
the inciderxo of direct taxation upon the native population of Kenya 
which in effect involved the able-bodied male population m work uih)|! 
European farms and plantations for three moiitbs out of the year; fix) 
w'iJl he take steps to secure that the principle be adopted that at least 
one^fifth of the direct taxes paid by the natives shall be returned to 
them in technical education, medical service and agricultural instiuctioii ' 

'‘To this Mr. Thomas returned the following answer I eanrot 
acjcept the suggestion that a native cannot pay his tax by working on 
own account. Active steps are being taken to extend native education 
and increase native agrioultural production, but I do not thiiik any fixeo 
percentage can be laid down. The pioportion suggested by my Hon 
fpiciid was very nearly reached in 1922 and, if veterinary services aro 
included, was exceeded. ^ ^ ^ 

“Afl to the effect the increased native taxation has on the name 
labour supply, it is hardly irottt while to engage in a controversy with tse 
Colorial ^Secretary : it is wiit large in the official Labour Commissions 
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of WiS— 'Srto which it is enough to refer him. Uat on the 

latfcar poition of Mr. Thomas’ answer, it is necessary to dwell for t\ 
few minuto. Before piwsei^iig, however, to examine its aocuiwcy, I 
must mention two facts. First, that the native ytays not tmly in the 
form of the Hut and the Poll taxes, which Mr. Morel apparently ha «1 

ill mind when he put the question, but two other ways— thixnigh eustoms 

duties on imports for native consumption (and it must not be supjKised 
that their incidence is at all light,) and thiough the tax in the ehap.^ 
of fi-ee labour in the Reserves, a imit of which, e.g., on motor loads, 
is really for the beneitt of the Europeans The second fact to be borne 
in mind is that the test which Mr. Morel applies here is too easy, viz. that* 
one-fifth of the proceeds of direct taxes from the native should be applied 
\o the education and medical soi'vices in the Reserves. The real principle 
of allocation of reveinies that ought to lie applied Js the one emlKidted in 
’ A plan for Govt, on mandate in Africa"' published by the l^eague of Nations 
f-iiion. As the Kenya Government professes to he conducted on the trustee 
^hip plan, like couiitries administered under the licague of Nations' inandtite, 
there is no i^eason why Article XVII on Kevemio therein should hoti 
api>ly to Kenya: The Mandatory should, so far as ixissiblc, allocate a)i 

revenues derived from direct taxation of Africans to the native (toverir 
iiieiit, to be spent by them subject to advice and approval of the Kesklent Advi 
M'VA, The whole of the leveiiue of the Mandatory, from wiiatcver 
siniioe arising, should be ex|>eijdcd for the sole uri vantage of tlnv 
inhabitants of the territory."" The principle therefore that should govorii 
the Kenya 6 overmnent"s policy is not that one-fifth of dii*cet taxes 
'houJd 1)6 applied to education and medical help, but that all tho 
re venues should be applied solely to native infec rests and the whole procee<|s 
I mill direct taxation should lie spent by the natives as they desire. Ihr^ 
the Kenya Gkivernmeut docs not come up even to the low standard mention 
cd l»y Mr. Morel. Mr. Thomas affirms tlnit it docs, but I proiKJso to ^liow 
helow that it falls far shoit of it. 

The Hut tax and the Poll Tax was estimated to nrmlnct; in 1 02.5 
.i^500,365 ; leaving the cost of labour on roads etc., which natives aic 
liable to supply out of the reckoning for the moment, the question is 
whether on native education and medical relief one fifth of £3000,003 
•>r £100,000 is expended. Jt is most surprising that Mr. 7'honuw shimld 
have answered the question in the affirmative, whereas the fact is tliar; 

these two services only a quarter of this amount is devoted ff»r the 
hencHt of the native. In 1023 the Kenya Government spent 27U,17« 
"hillings on Arab and native education through its own agemy. and it; 

217,920 shillings by way of gmnts to Missions. Now of the 2014 
' h Idren in attendance in Arab and native schools, alxiut 400 arc Arabs; 
've may take it that of the 273,478 shillings disbuiwl by it t hrough 
agency, 216,380 shillings were spent on the natives, which with 
Mb' 217,920 shilliiigs grant makes a total of 434,300 shillings, or 
•*^*1,715. much the Kenya Goveniment spent on native cxhioatioii 
’•nt oijjy technical and agricultural education but literary education as 
" -111 in 1922. And bow ranch did it spend 011 medical facilities for 
’ho natives r It is difficult to give exact figui-es, 
tMiCe was spent on medical work in Native Reserves. £2,3^2 for the 
^‘ 1 ‘^idi/iiig of Missions and £4,294 spent by the Merbcal Depaitment 
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Itself. Thusv to these two services of the most vital impoitaece to the 
natives, it would appear that only £26,381 was spent, whicli bears a pro- 
l)ortion, not of 20 per cent, but, 5"7 per cent to the proceeds of the 
Hut and Poll Taxes. Mr. Thomas says that if veterinaiy services are 
included, the expenditure would exceed 20 per cent. The amount spent 
on veterinary services in Native Reserves in 1922 (including the salaries 
of European veterinaiy officers) was £10,374. Thus the inclusion of these 
services would bring up the total of expenditure in the native interest 
to £38,735 and raise the percentage of direct taxation applied to these 
purposes from 57 to 7*7. The amount that is actually spent on the 
three services mentioned is thus a little over one*thiid of what Mr. 
Thomas says is being spent. It would be well if the Colonial Secretaiy 
would explain his figures in detail. I have no doubt that his arithmetir 
is very seriously at fault somewhere. These bald ^figures perhaps convey 
to the reader a very . imperfect idea of the Kenya Governments giave 
neglect of the native. He will have a better idea of the medical and 
sanitary condition of the native when I put before him just two facts, 
that of every 1,000 children born 400 die within the first twelve month.*! 
of life (whereas the infant mortality rate for England for the year 1921 
was 83 per 1 ,000), and that when army recruitment wont on, the 
Government had an average of about 33 per cent absolute wrecks anion/; 
natives. One cannot be too censorious of the utter callousness with 
which the (government of Kenya has treated these three suhlccts of the 
utmost advantage to the natives ; education, medical help and vcteiinary 
work. It is best to adduce the evidence of the Whites themselves, oii 
May 4. 1920 Mr. C. W. R. Lanes said in the Kenya Legislative Council:-- 
‘‘With regard to the first (education), lieyond the grant of a few uii>ees 
by Government nothing was done to educote the natives ;in the Keservi^s. 
With regard to the second (medical relief), the Nyanza Province (onsisted 
of five districts. Ihe whole Province had only one Medical Offirer 
whose time was taken up wdth the European Ckimmunity in Kisuimi. 

It naturally fell that the native got very little medical attention, if at 
all. The five districts mentioned were visited at frequent periods !*> 
amalhpox, plague, etc., which uatuially carried off thousands of natives. 

• Thousands of pounds were spent annually in combating the disea.se> 

of animals outside tho Native Reserves and as far as he was awate 
not a penny w-as spent on combating the disease of human beings inside 
the Reserves'* ! Another European member, Mr. A. C. Hoey, adder^. “Tlie 
Elgai Reserve was visited occasionally by an officer, and then only for 
tlie collection of taxes or to see wha^labouv he could get.'* 

“ I would rei)eat here a suggestion which has been made before. For 
administrative purposes the Goreri^ent has separated native from noi.* 
native areas : why should not tW' Government effect a similar sepaiation 
in the native and non-native budget ? Why does it not decide that all 
the money raised from native reserves should be spent therein. Thsre 
is nothing impracticable in this suggestion ; it has been put forv|;mo 
not by visionaries but by practical administrators. Then it will be e^v 
to find out whether the native gets a proper share of the contributio" 
he makes to the country's finances. As it is, the manner in 
huge amounts are wrung from him for the purpose of devoting thew 
to Euiopeaii intereste redound to the unspeakable shame of Englar.*- 
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tn Arrica. 


The portion of lodiaiis in South Africa was again assailed on 
Kovemb^ 20th last in the Natal Provincial Council meeting* when Mr. 
Gca Hulett asked leave to introduce a draft Ordinance to aiiiond the 
kwal township law, and urged that the measure be passed !>efoi*e the 
Union Parliament met in Jaiiuaiy. The object of the Hulett Oitiinaiice 
was to eh^t that no male person shall be placed on the Town Roll who 
is not entitled to be placed on the Parliamentary Voters Roll.’* As 
Indians have already been crippled by previous legislation which denied 
them parliamentary franchise, the obiect now aimed at was to deprive them 
the municipal franchise which they still enjoyed. In the course of 
the discussion that followed one menilier (Mr. Coleman) went so far 
as to state that the oouncil had been i^tunied with a mandate fixmi the 
l»eoV)le to pass this measure. The bill, however, was held over on the 
iidvise of the Chairman till the arnval of Gk^neral Smuts from Kiiglnnd 
who was then attending the last Imperial Conference— notonous for 
the tussel between Genei^al Smuts and Sir Tej Bahadur Sa[>ru— -for a riion^ 
comprehensive consideration. Tim introduction of this now measure led 

to a seiious agitation in Natal and the Indians sent over petitions hihI 
representations to the authorities ptx>testiiig for the fourth time against the 
draft ordinance entitled To amend the j.oca] Township I«aw No. 1 1 of 
1881 in respect of the qualification of votem.*’ 

MTthiu the last 2 years the cry for segregation of Indians has Is'cn 
raised in South Africa by the Whites and fought to success first in the 
Durban I^and Alienation Ordinance and later in the Rural Dealers Licensing 
Oulinanco— (for these see previous issiies of the indian Annual Kegidar). 
The climax was reached in the Class Are>is Bill of 1924 published in 
Jaijuaiy last which sought to solve the Asiatic (Indian) menace ” oiice^ 
for all. The text of this bill is given below. 

The agitation which was set on foot by the Indians in S>utb 
Africa against the bill was comniensurate with the interests iuvolveil. 
On Jan. 1 3th a representative ineeting of ! Indian merchants of Johaiiiiosbiirg 
niuiiiimously decided to raise at least £10>000 to fight the segregation 
bill. All overcrowded mass meeting of the British Indian Associatton 
wiis also held which unanimously passed the following resolution *. — 

“This meeting records its emphatic protest against the (ylass Areas 
Bill aimed to operate solely against Indians by depriving them of their 
means of livelihood and finally to expel them from the Uiiior. 
It is therefore unacceptable to the Indian community. It urges the 
Lnion Government to drop the bill and the Indian and Impeiia) Gov- 
eninieiits to make immediate representations to improve the status of 
Indians in the Union. Further, the bill is insulting and degrading to 
^ne honour and seU-respect of the entire Indian nation and the Kmpire. 
In the event of the hill }>ecoming law, the community have unaiiiniotisly 
decided to oppose it to the last, disregarding all coiwequenccs. The 
Association impiores the Viceroy to take immediate steps and press the 
I f lion Goventeent to drop the bill.” 

4 » 
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The Claes A r e a s B i 11 

The following is the te&t of the bill proposed for the segregation 
of Indians iii Soudi Africa : — 

aSGEBCATlON 

Bill to make provision for the reservation of residential and trading 
reas in Urban areai lor persons^ other than natives* having racial charac- 
teristics in common. 

aSQUBST BY UEBAN LOCAL AUTBORITY FOB APPLICATION OF ACT. 

1. Whenever an Urban local Authority shall intimate to the Minister 

(a) That any area within its lim ts is wholly or for the greater part 
occupied for residential or trading purposes or both such purposes by a 
particular class of persons, or that au area vithin these limits is available 
for the exclusive occupaiion for residential or trading purposes or both 
such purposes by a particular class of persons : and 

(b) That it is desirable that the provisions of this Act should be applied 
in respect of such area ; it shall be lawful for the Minister to appoint a 
Commission consisting of not more than three persons (hereinafter called 
the Commission) to investigate and report upon the desirability of applying 
to such area and to the Urban area within which it is situated the provision 
•of this Act. 

DUTY AMD POWBB8 OF COMlilSSlON 

(i) it shall be the duty of the Commission to enquire and report upan 
the following : — 

(a) the extent and nature of the area which was the subject of intima- 
tion under Section x of this Act : 

(b) the number, dimensions, situation and nature of sites occupied or 
available Uierein for residential or trading purposes or both such pur}>oses 
as the case may be ; 

(c) Whether there would be afiorded by the area proper adequate 
iadlities for lesidences or trading sites or both as tbe case may be for the 
particular class of persons concerned : 

(d) Whether due and proper provision exists or is assured for water, 
lighting, sanitary and other necessary services within the area : 

(e) Whether it is desirable that the provisions of this Act should be 
applied in respect of the area ; and 

(f) Any other matter which the Minister or the Commission may deem 
necessary or desirable. 

2. The Commission shall have ^ such powers, juiisdiction and 
privileges as were conferred upon the |^mmission referred to in Ordinance 
No. 30 of 1902 of the Transvaal, aiMil' all the several provisions of tliat 
Ordinance shall mutatis mutandis Apply in respect of the Commission and 
its proceedings. 

PROCLAMATION OF CLASS AREAS. 

3. (t) At any time within six months after the receipt oi the 
report ot the Commission, tAb Govemor-Cieo^l may* by Pioclamatinn 

in the Gazette, (o declare .that, on and after a date to be mentioned in the 

Proclamation, the area defined therein shall be a class residential area, or 
a class residential and trading area within the Urban Area. 

(i) More than one area wiUiin the Urban area may. by any such 
Proclamation be defined as class residential areas, or as Class trading 
areas, or as class reSidentiai and trading areas as ike case may be. 

(3) Notwithstanding anythictg to the contrary contained in ihe 
Precious and Base Minerals Act of the Transvaal (Act 35 of 
or any amendment thereof or in any other law, a class trading area may 
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be cstabUdMd wd«r thU Act on land within an Urban area which, in terns 
of the laid Act No. 35 of 4908.* or any amendment thereof, is proclaimed 
Iftod or land held > under mining title. 

ACQUISITIOM or IMMOVABLB PBOPBRTY IN CLASS ASBAS. 

4, From and alter the daic mentioned in any prodamatim issued 
under this Act establishing a dass residential area or a dass residential 
and trading area* it shall not be iawlul, save as provided in Section 
10 of this Act:— 

(a) lor any person other than a person of the class concerned to 
acquire immovable property within any such ares : or 

(b) lor any persona 01 the class concerned to acquire immovable 
property or a lease or renewal of lease of immovable property anywhere 
within the Urban area save within the limits of the class residential area 
or of tl.e class residential and trading area, as the case may be. 

Provided that nothing in this Act coiitained shall apply to the renewal 
of a lease of immovable property where a light to such renewal is held 
undir a lease existing at the date aioresaid. 

TRADING IN CLASS TRADING AREAS OR CLASS RBSILBNTIAL AND TKaDIKG 

arbas. 

5. (1) From and after the date mentioned m any Proc'amation 
ibsuevl under this Act establishing a class trading area ora class residential 
and trading area within any U. ban area* it shall not be lawful for any 
Licensing Court, Board or Authority, or for any p^Tson authorised to grant 
or issue licenses or permits to carry on any trade or business within the 
Ttban area : 

(a) to grant or issue to any person other than a person of the class 
concerned any license, permis or other authority to carry on any trade or 
business within the class trading area or class residential and trading 
area as the case may be : and 

(b) to grant or issue to any person of the class concerned any license 
or permit to carry on any trade or business within the Urban area 
elsevviieie than in the class trading area or cla;»s residential and trading 
area a^ the case may be. 

Provided, however, that if the Governor-General is satisfied that 
it is in the general interest of the public that it should be permitted to 
persons of the class concerned or any restricted number of such persons to 
cairy on any particular trade or business within the Uiban area, 
eisewheie than in the class trading area or class resideniial and trading 
area as the case may be, he may, by proclamation in the gazette for such 
periods as he may therein fix, exempt persons of the class concerned or 
a restricted number of such persons from the operation of paragraph 
(>>; of this suo-section in respect of that particular trade or business. 

U) Nothing in this section contained shall be deemed to prohibit 
^he grant to any person holding at the date mentioned in any proclamation 
‘ssued under this Act any licence, permit or other authority to cairy on 

trade or business, or the renewal of such licence, permit or other 
Ruihoiity. 

Extension of Class Areas. 

(1) Whenever in the opinion of the Urban Local Authority 
c-ncemed, any area established under ihis Act as a class residential 
area or a class trading area or a class residential and trading area, proves 
inadequate for« or unsuitable to, the requirements of the populali^ of 
that class In the Uiban area, and the Urban Local Authority deems 
*t desirable to extend any such area or to create a new class resident 
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tiH ana or a clam trading area or a daw reiideiitiai and trading awa, the 
Urban Local Authority may communicate its opinion, to the Miiiister, 
who thenupon may lake atl such steps as he may take upon receipt 
of an intimation under Section 1 of tbit Act. 

(2) All and eeveimt of the powers exerdsabte ubder this Act in respect 
of the establishment oi a dass residential area or a dass trading area or 
a class imidential and trading area shall be exercisable in respect of 
the establishing of a new area or the extension oi any existing area 
^f like character. 

Suspension of Provisions of Act. 

7. (i) II at any time the Governor General is satisfied that a class 
residential area or a dass trading area or a dass residential susd trad* 
ing area established under this Act is inadequate lor or unsuitable to 
the requirements of the papulation of that class in the Urban area 
concerned, and that, by reason of the delay which would necessarily 
take place in removing the causes of the inadequacy or unsuitability 
serious prejudices wbula be sufEered by that population uuless the pro- 
visions of this Act in respect of such inadequate or unsuitable area be 
suspended, be may by Proclamation in tlie gazette so declare that, irom 
and after a date to be thereio mentioned the provisions of this Act 
^hali be suspended in respect of ibe class residential area or class 
trading area or class residential and trading area concerned. 

(2) From and after such date the provision of this Act shall in 
all respects cease to apply to the area deemed to be inadequate or 
unsuitable, and« in respect of such inadequate or unsuitable area, to 
the other parts of the Urban area within which it is situated. 

(j) The Governor-General may, whenever he may deem fit to re- 
proclaim as a class resMential area or a class trading area or a clast 
residential and trading area as the case may be, any area which has 
been the subject of suspending proclamation under sub-section i oi 
this Section or to proclaim as a clasi residential area or a class 
trading area or a c^asa residential and trading area under this Act 
any area which wholly or partly include any area wbidi has been 
the subject of a suspending prodamation under sub'Section i of this 
Section. 

g. Any claw residential area or c^ass trading area or a class te^i- 
dential and trading area established under this Act for any Asiatic 
race shall lor the purpose oi section two (b) of law No. 3 oi 1863 oi 
the Transvaal be deemed to be an area within which, in terms of that 
law, fixed properly may be owned by Asiatics. 

Claw Advisory Board. 

9. (1) For eveiy class residential area or class trading area cr 
•claw residential and trading area established under this Act there ^haii 
be an Advisory Board consisting of not Ksn than three petsens oi the 
claw coLCOrned resident within the Urban area, in addition to a 
•chairman who, in^ the case of a non-European area, may be a Euroi can 
The mode of election or seleciion ot members of any such Board, the 
period and conditions of the c^ce of the members, and the proceiluie 
of the Board shall be defined by regulations made by the Urban Local 
AutboriQr and approved the Minister. 

(2) It shall be the function of an Advkoiy Board established 
tinder this Section to advise the Urban Local Aothority is respect oi 
any matter referred to it by such authoiity for advice, and no by-ls^v 
or regulation particularly aSecting; tie interest oi the daw of persous 
•concerned shall be made or wiibdiAwn by an Urban Local Authority* 
unless the advice, ot such AdHshry Boa|^ shall first have been obiaiue® 
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m respecst «f tiie in*£log or withdtkwa), as the ca«e may be. of such 
or regoUtioii. / wt 

Savings and Exemptions 

10, (1) Subject to the provisions of tub-section (3) of SecUon 1 
and of Section d of this Act* nothing in this Act contained shall bV 

deemed:— 

(a) To afiect the opetation of Jaw No. 3 of 1885 0/ the Transvaal 
or any amendmeht thereof of Section 2 of Act No. 18 of 1913 of 
Act No. 37 of I 9 I 9 # of Chapter No. 33 of the Oiange Free State's 
Law Book or any amendment threof. or of any other law prohibit- 
ing, restricting# rc^Jatine, or in any way aEecting the ownership or 
occupation of Immovable property or trading by A^^iatics or l>y 
coloured persons ; or 

(b) To prohibit the acquisition by the government or any Urban 
Local Authority for educational. Municipal or any other public purposes 
of the ownership or occupation of any immovable property : or 

(c) To prohibit the acquisition at any time of land or interest in 
land or the leM or qpeupation of any immovable property by devalu- 
tion or succession on death whether under a will or on intestacy : or 

(d) To prohibit any executor of a deceased osUte or any trustee 
or insolvency from holding any immovable property or trading under 
any licences where power to do any such thing is conferred upon biin 
by any law ; or 

(e) To investigate or afiect in any manner whatever any agreement 
or other transaction for the sa^e or purchase of land lawfully entered 
into ^or to the date mentioned in any proclamation under this Act 
establishing a class residential area or a class trading area or a class 
residential and trading area. 

[ 4 ) Nothing in this Act contained shall be deemed to effect any officer 
of the consular service or any person to whom the Governor-General may 
grant letters of exemption from the operation of ail or any of the provisions 
of this Act. 

Interpretations of Terms. 

XI. In this Act, unless inconsistent with the context: — ''Class of 
persons *' includes any European persons or any other persons having, 
m the opinion of the Minister, common racial characteristics, but does noL 
include any natives as that term is defined in Section 29 of the Natives 
Urban Area Act 1923, (Act No. 21 of 1923.) 

" Minister " means Ministers of the Interior or any other Minister 
to whoin the Governor-General may assign the administration of this Act. 

'* Urban area" means an area under the jurisdiction of an Urban 
Uocal Authority. 

"Urban Local Authority "means any Municipal Council, Horough 
Council. Town Council or Village Council or any Town Board, Village 
Management Board, Local Board or Health Board. 


Maluitina Gaodhi on the Class Areas Bill 

In this oonnectioii Mahatma Gandhi issued on Feb. I 4 th» tlio following 
statement of his views i*egarding the anti* Asiatic movement iu Soutli 
Africa and especially the Class Areas Bill 

As one expected to understand the situation created in South Africa 
h the anti-Asmtic movement mw going 011 there and espectally the 
*'»s« Areas Bill now under consideiation by the Union Parliamentt I 
^ ecin it my duty to place my opinion on the situation Viefore the public* 
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^The anti' Asiatic agitatioti on the pait of Euiopeaus in South Afiica 
is tio new thing. It is almost as old as the first settlement of unindenturef) 
Indians in £?outh Africa and is principally due to trade jealousy on the 
part of the W^hite retail traders. As in the other paits of the world, so in 
8outh Africa ir.terested men, if they sufficiently persist, find no difficulty in 
gathering the suppoit rourd them of those who are not so interested b\it 
who do not think for themselves. The present agitation, I remembci. 
w'as begun as early as 1921 and the Class Areas Bill is, no doubt, one 
result of that agitation. 

BRBAGM OF THE COMPROMISE OF 1914 

^Before dealing with the nature and effect of the bill, it is iiocessai> 
to i>oint out that it is in breach of the compromise of 1914 aniAod 
at ))otw»een the Union Government and the hriiaii ^community of Soutli 
Africa. Put it was a compromise to which both the Indian Governmriit 
and the Imperial Government were as much a party as the Union Govern 
rnei.t and the li.dian community, because the compromise was arnvcd at 
with the knowledge aiid concurrence of the Imperial and the Indian 
Governments. The latter had even sent Sir Benjamin Robertson as a 
lepiesei.tative technically to watch the course of the Commission that 
was appointed by the Union Government to inquire into the Indian 
position, but in leality to negotiate a settlement, 

‘The main terms of the compromise wore settled before Sir Benjuniin 
Rolfertson, who represented the Indian Government, returned to India. In 
aecordaneo with that compromise no fuither anti- Asiatic legislation was to 
lio passed by the Union Government. The luidorstanding at the tiiin* 
WHS that the legal position of Indians would l)e gradually improved 
that the then existing aiiti- Asiatic legislation would, in time to come, he 
repealed, Iho contiaiy has, however, happened. The public may iv 
member that the first attempt to break the spirit of the oompioiuisi* 
was mode ivheu in the Transvaal an attempt was made to enforce tlie ex 
istiiig legislation adversely to the Indians and cotitrary to the piactir,- 
that pievaiUd at the time of the compromise. The Class Areas Hill 
lunvever, goes inuth fuither in restiioting Indian libert5% 

‘Whatever may be the other implications of the compromise, tlii- 
inucli cannot be disputed by any party that the settlement of IHM 

pledged - the Union Govorninent not to put further restrictions uiHjn 

li dian liberty, and apart from the general powei-s of disallowance vesi 

ed in His Majesty under the Letter of Instructions addressed to the 

(70veri:or-Geneml of South Africa, the Imperial Government, if tho.s 
w’ould be true to their trust, are bound at any cost to insist 
tbe observance of the terms of the compromise referred to by me. 

A FLAW IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONSTITUTION. 

‘We, in Ii*dia, may not ignore the difficulties of the Union Govern 
ment which is dependent for its existoi.ce solely upon the will of 
Europeans of South Africa expressed throir.ih their elected represciitn 
tives to the exclusion of Indians and the natives of the soil. Thi.s ui* 
warranted exclusion is the original flaw in the South African constitu 
tion as it is to be found in the constitution of most of the :«eii 
governing colonies which have their native populations and 
populations. As the Impeml Government permitted the flaw, it 
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honour bound to prevent untowatd reeuRs ariaiiig from it South 
Africa and Kenya will presently show what moral worth there ih in 
the Imperial system. The pressure of public opinion must and pm* 
hably will bring about temporary relief in both the places but it will 
be only tempomryi It can merely postpone the final act in the tragedy 
unless some unforeseen radical change either in Kiiglaiwl or in India 
takes place. 

‘And now for the bill itself. Unlike the Natal MunidH Franchise 
Uill, which happily the Union GovornorGeneral h«is in otfect votoetl 
ind which applied only to Natal, the Class Areas Bill is (1esigne<i to 
apply to all the poor provinces. It enables the Government to segi’ogate 
;ill the domiciled Indians and other Asiatics alike for iTsidonce and 
Made. It is therefore an extension, in a niodiliod manner, of the location 
system devised as early as l^<85 by the late Transvjvjd Oovci iiment. 
JiCt me say in a few words what the sogrogation may moan. The 
Indian location in Pretoria, where, in spito of the biw of 1885, not a 
single Indian has been^as yet compelled to remove, is situated far away 
from the town itself and entirely outside the l)C8t buyer, wbolher 
Knglish, Dutch or Native. The only trade possible in such locations is 
Hade among themselves. 

Therefore, segregation carried out to the full means nothing less 
than compulsory repatriation without any compensation. It is true that 
the hill appears to preserve to a ceitairi extent the existing rights. 
Hut that i*osorvatioii is of little conseq\ience to the Indian settlors. I 

do not wish to burden this noto by citing illustrations fmin South 
African experience to show how such reservations have in practice 

pioved almost useless. 

‘Finally, let it be remembered that when Imlian emigration to South 
Africa was unrestricted, the fear of the Eumpoaus was expressed to be 
that South Africa might be swamped by fiidia'.s mdlions. All the South 
African statesmen then used to say that South Africa could easily di/.'-’t 
a small Indian population and could oven give it a liloral troitment 
but that the European settlers ix)uld never rest content so long as the 
pussiViility of swamping rom lined. Now that the so callod foir of swamp 
ing lias boon removed practically since 1897, the cry is raised f»>r 

'‘’-regatioii and if that is accoraplishetl the next step will he compulsory 
r»'patriation, if the segregated Indians do not voluntarily retire. The 
tu'f i« th<at the more accommodating the Euroi^ean settlers of SoiiMi 
Africa find the Imperial Tmstees to be, the more grasping they boconir' 
their anti* Asiatic demands” 

Indian Representatian to the Minister 

Alxmt the middle of February last Mr. Duncan, Minister of th«^ Interior, 
>‘'ecived a large and influential deputation of Indians in cfmncction with 

Class Areas Bill consisting of representatives of Capo Town, Tranrvaal 
ai»d the Natal Indian Association who laid down the Indian giievancoa 
**t'foro the Union Govt, specially with regard to the question of sogi'egation* 

Mr. Duncan in reply said that he did not think tho represent 
: *'*vc8 of Indian bodice had treated the Government or himself lauly 
matter of the Bill. Before the Bill was published, he s'iut a 
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copy to the lo^ti Anaodatiooi Transvaalt asking tham to 

circulate the Bill to otiier Indian bodies with the idea that before the 
Bill came into Parliament be might have the benefit of consulting the 
representatiyeg of the Indian people* so that if they felt any gnevance 
and if he could remove anything from the Bill it might be done. 

Proceeding* Mr. Duncan said : **But no notice whatever wh^ 
taken of the Bll. Iii^ad meetings were held all over the oountn . 
People were whipped up into a state almost of fi*ensy and told they 
u ould bo 1 uiiicd body and soul and their livelihood he taken away 

urd that there should be passive resistance and the like* and then yon 
oomc to me.- What does it matter what 1 say about the Bill when 

you have told the people they must resist it to their last drop of 
blood. Surely that is not the way to treat a matter such as this. ] 
wanted to have the fullest coiisultation with the Indian people and now 

that thiiif;- is impossible. There is no use of my saying anything. You 

have said that the Bill is intended to drive them out of the land. You have 
not treated me or the Government fairly. You might have taken advau 
tage of my offer, and if you found you could get no concession and 
all my explanations failed to remove your objection to the Bill, it was 
your duty and your light to go to your people and urge them to d<^ 
all they could to oppose it. That is the position I want to put 
before you.'’ 

Mr. Duncan further said that he had uudeitakeri to see them and 

uould do so and give eveiy consideration to the points they would 
put before him. In the short discussion which followed, Mr. Dimcaii 
.said that the Bill was not intended as a measure of oppression against 
Indians or any other class of people. It w^ot? intended to give offc{t 
to a desire that had been pressed upon the Government for a long 
time that there should be jKiwer to provide for separate areas in 

towns where Europeans and other classes of people should not all he 
mixed up together. In conclusion Mr. Duncan said that they should not malo' 
up their minds that the Bill was intended for the destruction of the 
Indian people. On those points he would meet their wishes as far us lie 
ro\dd, 4jut as far as the principle of the Bill was concerned, it wu- 
as he bad told them. 

The Indian's Case 

The Iidiai.s presented to Mr. Duncan a lengthy statement ot 

their case, reviewing the Indian (question from the early days, which 
summarised the general grounds for objection to the Bill as follows 

( ) “Th§ effect of the Bill being compulsory segregation, l>oth 
residential and oommeicial, we object to it in principle in that it ca-sts a 
stigma of inferiority on our raw and affront to our ancient civilisation- 
(2) The effect of the Bill is calculated to encroach on the freedom ot 
the sulyect. (3) It has been stated that the present bill is soundly 
justified by unfair epmpedtro^^ in trade and industries as between 
Irdian and European. Even assuming that is so for the sake of arjgr 
mont, the question is whether the effect of this Bill* that is to ss) 
segregation of races, is likely to find an adequate remedy. We inainw> 
that it Will rot. On tJie other hand* it- might cause oonskierable iriits 
tion on both sides* and the coui.tiyr might be plunged into 
Hiitagqnistn and widen the breach already caused by this uiiiiat» 
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limitation caused by the anti-Indian part>% (4) The effect of this Bill 
18 likely to create international complications by virtue of Indian Rulers 
vho are members of the League of Nations having entered into alliance 
vith the British Government. (5) The effect of the Bill will prove 
detrimental to the immediate interests of both Indians and Euiopeans 
aid the country will ultimately gain nothing by it’' 

The followiog ate detailed extracts from thii langthy representation 
Although the Class Areas Bill is a measure that will b- applicab c to all c’atiwts 
,n ifvneral, except the natives, yet we have mbstamial nasoiw for nii^iiijr obiiH - 
lion, tjocause of theiolicy uiuierlyiiig Miis measure. To Ingiii with, w<* vvuturv \o 
htatf that the ImliaiiB form a gocxlly luimbiT in the iM>pulnnon of the Pioviiuv of 
Naial, anil relying on the trailitional British Po.ioy as enunciainl in Qiut‘n VienuiipH 
ritHr amation, coniridcmble wealth of the Indian community lias Ihm'U iiivcstiil ju 
parts of the urban area, and therefore shouM the pivivisions of this Hiil 
r it her in the proBent or in an aiueiulwl form Ijecome ilw? Litw of t in* )n«il, the 

fiulian community will be vitally affeetctl by the oi>eiatioii thenof. The G<>veriiment 
1 !^ iierfectly aware of the fact that the piVMiice of a huge number ot Indians is 

♦!ue to the express invitations of the lute I'olonial Government, aiul we luive. the 

aw-uraivce of the lmi)erial« Oovenimeni that the rnion will uiulerlake (o fuitil in 
hiter and spirit a!! obligations, which the late Crown (lovernmeiit entered into prim 
the absorption of the four self-governing Co.onies in tlie I'nion. In regard to 
jlie IndiauH in Natal, they were cncotuaged to come for the puipomM f developing the 
<•« umiy and in the early days they were given indueeineiit to setfe down, ntiii 

ilcirfoVe it apfieais to us that it is tiH) late in the day tor the pnsiiit Govein- 

imni 10 make any distnrljaiiee in the arrangrnuni that hiis existed sliier the 
itieqiLou of Natal as an integral part ol tiic British Kmpire, We do imi pnijNine 

heie to go itito tlic merits or otherwise of the |«is( podey of the ate Co.onia; 

ihivrrnment but what wc do say is that tiic Indian is heir, amt that if the |Miiiey 

the late GovcrrimeiU was hed to Ik? wrong, then wc maiiitaiii that it is unjust 

ritid unfair to mete out punishment of the iitnocMuU ehi dreu of t) Indians for i.hi 

iotion of the forefathers of the present generation of Knroponns. 

COMI*U LSOltY SKUKKlSATtON. 

Having in view the emphatic pronouncement, of poUey euuiiciati‘«l by tlu^ 
Imperial Government in nsficct of the position whieh the Natal Iiiiliuiis hehl, \vt‘ 

Imi‘ to remind you of it in relation to the C ass Areas Bill, We lieg to suhiriii 

ihjii the policy underlying tliis Bill and the effect of it is compu'sory sr'gregutiou, hotl 
11 Ksidiiicc aiut commerce, aiul it has Urn slated hy the ]*rime Minister himsc f 
tl'.'it riieli Irgislation was intended to aim at the race in wldch this deputation 
• iig-. It iH well known that this po ley has lieeii cotisistentiy pursued in the 
i'aiisvaa! in coniiiction with our race since 1885, but. then it lias been iK’i'Hisimtly 
opi'*'M-d by successii’c British and Indian Go vcnuiienis as well as t be Indian t'oiniiai nit y 
:»iid^ it lias been looked ujon with repugnance by ad concernMl. Ctuler law 8 ot 
l^^‘,‘^ of the Trausvatil Uepublic, it lias l>ei?n eiiacletl that the Cisdies, Arabs, 

M:iay.i> anu Mal.ometiau subjecls of the Turkish Emplire, shall not obtain funhei 
f aiul shall not own lixed property aiul shall live on y in streets, wards, hN;atjoii>» 
This ^w formetl the subjiKit of a bitter controversy extirnding over a long |H*rusi 
^*'i\v«eu the British Government aiul the Transviuii Kcpublic which n-niiiiiaicd in a 

y war anti consequent annihilaiioti of tbc two HepubJics, tin rue rve of the ihelarti' 
lioj, *1 War I,.onl l^uibdowne, sin*akiiig on lieha f of the British tM.*<ip'eand tlie Ktiipire, 
''•uxe! c’o jucnt over tlie then Cuudiiions of the Indians and said, ** Tiic iiiisdoi ds pcriwira- 
‘^1 hy the Boer Government as well as the ireiitment of IndiatiH si>ecially under th»* 
l-'ov r»f 1885 was one of the greatest justiticatioiw for the war.’* It muhi Ik. cvulettt 
t!Mi„ Hu; foregtiing iiijclaratiou iliat in addition to other causes, the tsilicy under ying 
’ 3 of 1886 of the Transvaal formed itart of the British ease against the .Soiun 
can Hopublic. 

Boekh AlfD Bbitish. 

^ l^t US com})arc for a mouicnt the fxilicy of tlie late ll<;pub-ic low'ards the Asiatic 
Tt Policy ciiuaciatott in the Class Aretis Bi!!, Ciuler S«.*ci.um H of Iaiw 

1886 Asiatics were piohibiteil from owning Iniwled proiierty aiul wen* rclegatcti to 
though they were a.'lowetl to trade in any jiarr of the Bepub ic. Whereas 
ihc Glass Areas Bill which is to lie enactol by a aturc compriseiJ of Ijoth 
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the Datcb and the British people, the veiy identical provisions of Law S of 189$ er-> 
•embodied with an extra provision malting it obligatory on the part of an Indian t<) 
Jive and trade in his own segregated locality. In idew of the deoUration made by j^ira 
(Lansdowne on this aspect of the Asiatic question prior to the commbnoement of 
hostilities, we b^g to ask you whether the proposed action squares with the ntteranoe <jf 
the British Ministers. We beg to submit that if the policy of the late Bepublic was 
held to be.wTong, inconsistent with tlie principles of the British constitution au.i 
incompatible with modern ideas of justice aud fairplay, then it must be equally so now 
despite the difference of time between 1885 and 1884. Notwithstanding the promis*i 
given on the eve of the declaration of War that the poli^ would cease to exist 
with the termination of hostilities, the fact remains that the Indian oommnnity in 
the Ti-ansvaal since that time and even now have been consistently struggling for 
abrogation of that policy. The Natal Indians having b^en hitherto free from ik^ 
p3rnjcioas policy prevalent in the Transvaal, we should confess we are very mucij 
alarmed by the present move ou the part of the Government to extend the Kame 
into Natal. We venture to state tliat the Indian Community having large vmtNl 
interests, in fact as much as any responsible section of «the Community, will b* 
confronted with financial ruin and absolute annihilation should this policy exten.! 
ed to Natal. This Bill having a tendency of a retrospective nature, the liullaii 
community cannot help bub bs apprehensive of what might be in store for tbein ia 
the future. ^ 


Asiatic Commission 

Having regard to the fact that the effect of this Bill being compulsory segrtvu- 
tiou both residential aud commercial, we venture to draw your attention to 1l>^• 
•observations of the Asiatic Enquiry Commission on the Asiatic locations in the Traiisv.u , 
The Commission in paragraph 131 of its report states as follow ‘*The suggestion tijii*. 
holders of new licenses should be confined to trade in locations or segregated aresK as 
outside the township is not reasonable and does not commend itself to us. Ah wak sai<I 
oy the Chief Justice in Motan’s case, if the commercial dealings of the Indian Tra<l r 
were to be restricted to the location in which he lived situated outside the town 
proper, and peopled only by men of his own race, then he might for practical 
purposes as well not trade at all. The result is, however, precisly what is aimed at by 
some of those who are responsible for the si^gestion. Several witnesses who ailvo- 
cated compulsory segregation both as to trade and residence candidly stated that 
they supported it only as a means to an end, that end being to drive the Asiatics 
out of the country.” 

It is transparent from the observations of the Asiatic Commission to what extent 
demoralisation of a section of the Indians in the Transvaal has been taking plao« 
by the operation of the segregation policy aud how it has been renting ou tiju 
health of the community ou the whole, and having in view the practical expeiicnce 
gained there, together with the opinion of a Commission which was not pro-Asiatio 
in composition, it should not be surprising to see the Natal Indian Community 
gettirtg alarmed at the prospect of an extension of that policy. 

ASIATIC Immigration 

We venture to submit, that since the apprehended invasion of the Asiatics Ija* 
been removed by the stringent operation of the Immigrants Begulation Act, the 
domiciled Indian Community expected an improvement in their lot as General 
and Mr. Burton held out to us such hopes at the Imperial Conferences, but 
of realising our expectations, we regret very much to say, we are being confn»«i^» 
with legislationB having for its obj^t filching away our rights slowly but 
We take this oppovtunity to preseut certain practical proofs for the foregoing siateme . 

Not long ago, the Anprentioeship Act was passed by the Union 
The circuitoiis operation this Iaw in conjunction with the activities of ^ 
Union has rendered the condition of many skilled and semi-skilled workers so 
that in fact many of them have been thrown out of work by a mysterious p » 
which is dii&oalt to prove, but nevertheless one can easily trace the ongni 
employment among Indian wotk^ By the operation of the -A-ppienticesiiip j 
opportunities hitherto enjoyed ^ the tnd^ns for learning the skilled 
trades have been closed. While the Union Parliament cnadted the aforewia 
with the express object of leservii^ the SkiJied trades to the descendant of - v- 



DEPUTATION TO HOME MINISTER 


the Natid Fwtaotol Council which haa become notorione for its rai.iii 
proeUTitie* «d dotage have ^ been slow in using its power to iwaK 
^Ij^Mnoee whose comutotad effect wiH have a restricted temiency toward- 
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can aee slowly but surely, either the Provincial Council or the Central 
«r both seem to be making unceasing e^rts to drive us of our rights, and thus a 
silent pBOoesB of lowering the status of Indians to the level of the aboriginal triixC 
4,1 Africa is taking place. 

Now Sir, the hi^ of this Government, General Smut« himself, had publlclv 
ilH?larcd that the Britishers in Natal are opposed to the Indians. laden 1 a compara- 
tively small number consisting of the Indian Community is alltgnl to U* a menaco 
t,. the European civilization as well as to the preservation of the White Race 
Vou are perfectly aware that the very same British section elamonml for the 
introduction of Indian labour for the maiutcuatice of Eiiropetm eiviliisatioii and 
hjwtenanco of the White Uace, because their industries were dying ami eonimerex*, on 
which they depended for their living, were declining. Look up thr t»!d records and 
stvuly the pathetic appeals made by the Euroiwans in those days aiul V 4 *\i will verify 
the truth of the statement We take this opixmiuiity to tell' you that the gruuuds 
of objection as well as the alleged menace to European civilization ami flu* pre8(*r. 
\iition of the White race would not stand stuutiny and we make lH»ld to say that 
it has no foumlation in fact. If there were real menace and if the Indian hml any 
intention to submerge the White race and lower the Kuroiieau civilization, they would 
i:;ive done it because it was in their power by virtue of their numerical praiHimicr- 
atuv* when they enjoyed the parliamentary franchist^ But British Natal might hare 
t -rijottcn recent histo^, nevertheless the Government dispatch s and the lUlerniioe of 
r.iitish statesneen still remain a standing monument to the stemline? » of purpose, 
; ivli moral principles and imfliiiching loyalty of our ctmmrymeu (he British 
Kinpire in every trying circumstances. 


The Ixdian Mckack. 

Urgai-ding the alleged menace of the Indian to the Western civilization in this 
c.'imtry, we make bold to say that it is nutrue and Uiar the term is umnI in a 
manner to achieve certain political eiuls. The thtwy that a handful of Indians 
St altered over this vast Continent could sap the fouiiciations of a mighty civilization, 
(Mat is militant in spirit and highly organised in all asinuMs, must * be palpably 
iMiiruc. We could prove this by concrete illustrarions. A small community of 
Ktiglislimen— inheritors of Western civilization^has bcim holding its own in India 
for a ccntuiy and half, and we have not heard anyom^ suggesting that, the Westt^ru 
< ivilizatiou has been submerged by the iniliaii races nor Knglishnicn becoming 
4h nationalized by contact with Indians, Again a handful of British lucrchatits still 
liM' and do business with other Asiatic nations such as Japan, China, ami the Far 
KoM anil we have not heard of either of the inheritors of thesi: two civilizatioiiM 
luting worsted in the struggle for existence. WbiJi no such danger has overtaken 
Uiv Western Civilization, we a^ yoi^ sir, in all solemnity, whether it is ever likely 
•u this vast Continent of Booth Africa, that the existence of the Indian community 
v wusisting as it do s of less than 1,60,000 souls in your midst might prove a <laiiger 
!;• tlie Western Civilization? But if it does, as are.^el, tlien all we can sa,v is 
t::at from the appiaheDsion of the anti* Indian British politicians, it tecoine^ telf- 
e>ident that the Western civilization is not sufficiently virile to Hurvivd without 
transgressing the cardinal principUs governing tho existence of man in civi ised society. 

Beganling the Class Areas Bill the policy of the Governinent ^eens to le in 
the direction of giving effect to and extending that which was in vogm during tlie 
K' publican Ttgime in the Transvaal in a more aggravauil form ami this temlency 
hmU a fitting expression in the pr s nt Bill. We vriiture to siigg st that ilte effect 
■"’* this Bill being compulsory s grigation— a policy tliat has ever hotn disapproved 
h tlie Asiatic Enquiry Commission— it pr s ots a s?rioiis outlook to our existenoe 
»; a self.rcsprcting community. We venture to state tliat no nation lias pros|)er«d 
(ii/ii lias for its fundamental principle segregntion, liulard the couaimitant erile 
tallowing in its train have retarded the natural growth of the crimmunity whleh 
f lieen subj ctrd to segr. cation and those empir.s ami nations who have adopfed 
»■ ultimately coUape d, not becausj that in its If it was bail Imt b.causs by the 
weight of injustice acd inhumanity involteil in tlie principle of s gr gatiOB. 
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The viewpoint of the South Afiicjui Whites is admirably ex- 
pressed by the Durban correspondent of the " Pioneer/ who says : — 

'*The Bill) it must be confessed* is rather a concession to popular 
(European) clamour than a serious attempt to solve the Asiatic question.” 
During and since the war, Indians have been invadi.ig economic spheres 
which were formerly preserves of the European and by reason of their lower 
standard of living, their competition is formidable as will be seen from 
the summary of the Natal Pravincial Council debates. A large section 
of European public opinion takes a very serious view of this competi' 
tion ; political capital has been made out of it by the opposition parties, 
and General Smuts has been stronly urged by his own supporters in 
Natal to take some steps to check it. The various Indian political 
organisations are naturally opposing the Bill vigorously ; but it is doubtful 
whether its effect will be what is expected either by them or by those 
who have welcomed it effusively. The Indian community has its esta- 
blished place in the economic system of Natal, and while the Labour 
politician is declaiming against Asiatic competition, his wife is buying 
her household requirements at an Indian store. It is not unlikely that 
the real effect of the Bill will bo to demonstrate the impracticability 
of segregation. If that is so, the experiment will have done something 
towards the creation of a sounder public opinion. Meantime a very 

interesting debate may bo looked for when the Bill is introduced in 
the House of Assembly, for the views which are held strongly in 
Natal are likely to meet with a good deal of criticism from the Cai)e 
members.’' 

The Cape and the Orage State were, however, subsequently ex- 
cluded from the operation of the bill. 

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu's Visit. 

The Indian agitation acquired a great fillip on the visit of Mrs. 
Naidu who went over to South Africa from Kenya early in Mairh 
last and toured throughout the Cape and the Transvaal calling protest 
meetings against the bill, and the South African Indian Congress Associa- 
tion carried on a systematic campaign with her help. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Message. 

Ill response to urgent calls from Durban, Mahatma Gandhi sent the 
following message to Srimati Sarojini Naidu : — 

Pray tell General Smuts and responsible Europeans that the Chiss 
Areas Bill is a i)oor recompense for the local Indians ' exemplary self 
restraint throughout interested campaign against them. Europeans should 
remember that local Indians voluntarily submitted administrative restric- 
tion on further Indian immigration. Eemind the Union Government of 
the assurance given to Mr. Gokhale that no fuither disabling legislation 
will be passed and also the Compact of 1914. Nothing has since been 
done by local Indians to deserve proposed treatment. The acceptance 
of the Class Areas Bill is tantamount to i^litioal civil suicide. 1 
your winsome eloquenoe will disarm opposition and make the lot of oo 
countrymen easier for your presenoe.” , j u 

After touring through Natal and Transvaal Mrs. Naidu re^hed the F 
and had an interview with General Si&uts on the 13th and with 

oh the 17th. On the iSth she addressed an oveiHoW meeting in the 
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HaB supported on the platform by several Eumpeaiis and LalH)ur 

Legislators, and attended by Indian representatives from the four i»rovincos 
of tie Union* 

On Saturday the 22iid March she addressed another iini»ortant. 
meeting in the coloured quaiter of Capo Town. The inaiority of 

the audience were Mahomodans. Speaking in Unhi she said that she 
had been there nine days and felt it her duty to address mootings in 
Knglish in o^er, firstly, to appeal directly to the public and Uovorn- 

inent authorities whose tyrannical i>olicy was to oppress her follow* 

iountrymen. She had brought a message from Mr. Gandhi to the 
South African public and the Government which was : *‘If you oontiiuie 
lo oppress us, we shall |oave your Flmpire : and if we (lo, whore 
will your Empire bo then f' (Cheers.) 

Mrs* Naidu said that in India, their own country, the Hnti.di had 

also oppressed them and kept them down, but now Mr. Gandhi had 

instilled a spirit into his followers which could not be supiiresscd. A 
iew thousand Englishmen had made slaves of her people in India, but 
now they were standing up for their rights (cheers) and rising against 
ihv‘ir oppressors. They ]r,u1 sttirted the national industry of spinning 
Kliaddar in India to boycott Knglish cloth. Mr. GiUidhi Inwl said ihat 
if that were made a national industry and tho people learned to nso 
ihrj charka, fifty mills would close clown in Minchestcr. 

Mrs. Naidu omphisisod tho fact tint they must tight for their 
rights and fight on while they still had breath in their Itodios. 

Ueinomber, they want to put you in the class areas and segregato 
y,Mi like they do the lepers on the Kobl>en Island. (Clries of 'Shame,) 

"1 am told this Bill will not apply to the Cape, but General 

Smuts will keep you here as long as it pleases him, and when he no 
linger has any use for you, he will tell you to clear out.'’ 

Her message to General Smuts was : “Beware, if you think that 

ly this bribe you will catch our votes at tho next election in this 
province. As long as our brothers in the Transvmd and Natal contiiiui^ 

10 bo oppressed by you, we will accept no such bri)»c in the Caiaii. * 

1 1 .Olid cheers). Mrs. Naidu then complained of the lack of educational 
facilities for Indians of South Africa. There was no Indian University 
ni .South Africa. Their sons could not oVitain scholarships and be sent 

' 'oiseas to England, Germany or other countries. 

The “Cape Times*’ o:i Mm. Naidu’s Speech 
Commenting on Mrs. Sarojiiii Naidu’s activities the ‘T’ape Times ' 
!•» ilic course of a threatenin:' aiticle on the 24th March declared that her 
>p'eches could not possibly do her fcllow-oountrymcn and women in South 
Africa any good. There was plain risk that she might do them a very groat 
inn. She was playing with fire and using the language of reckless iiiccjr 
d ill ism, which was addressed not so much to Mrs. Naidu s iimnodiate 
iindieiice, as to the restless and misguided people of India. If Mrs, Naidu 
''ijihed to inflame her fellowcountrymon in India still further, she should 
liave the decency to do it fi*om the Indian platform* 

After contesting Mrs. Naidu’s f?onteiition that the Indian has as 
ijmch right in South Africa as the White man, which, the paper 
declared, had been dragged in to raise prejudice and damage the 
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lelatior 8 between the Whites and Biachs in South Africa* it said that 
if Mrs. Naidu was to be allowed by the Union Goveroinent to continuo 
itj her mission of stirring up mischief, she should at least be given a 
atem warning that any further attempts to create trouble between the 
Whites and Blacks in South Africa will entail her immediate removal 
from the country. 

Contesting the Indians’ claim for equal citizenship, the paper said: 
’' No public-spirited work for South Africa owes anything to the 
Indian. He has Jived in average on the lowest scale of decency aid 
romfoit that lias been possible for him. He has deliberately exploited 
this low standaid of living as a commercial asset, and has sent the 
bulk of his earnings out of the country. That being so, the claim 
that the Indian has equal right to citizenship in ^uth Africa with the 
Fiiropeaii and the native is impudent. 

There remains Mrs. Naidu s assoition that the Indian is ’’oppressed.' 
»She knows, if she had the courage to speak the truth, that the lot ot 
the nine-tenths of Indians in the Tiansvaal and Natal is infinitely nioK 
foitunate than it Vould be in their own country, where their high 
caste fellow-countrymen would feel themselves polluted by the most 
fleeting passage of the shadow of such ’’untouchables” across the hem 
of their garments.” 

That is an epitome of the White feelings that ranged against the 
Indian settlers and deteimined to oust them gradually from the colon}. 
<4eneral Smuta however v as more diplomatic in his statements. 

The Smuts— Naidu Interview. 

In the course of the interview which Mrs. Naidu had with the Gcneml 
oil the 13th March she received a very courteous and sympathetic hearing. 
In a free, full ai d frank discussion, Mrs. Naidu reviewed the moral and 
legal haidships ai d restrictions under which Indians had been living in South 
Africa and the repressive spirit of the legislation under the pressure of 
prejudice culminating in the threatened Class Areas BiU, the principle of 
which li dians could not accept consistently with their national 8elf-re.spc(t 
and to icsist vhichthey were prepared once more to undergo prolonged 
and bitter suffering under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Geneial Smuts assured Mis. Naidu that it was very far from hU 
intention to impose any disabilities on the Indian community or to treat tlieiK 
as inferiors, but there was an urgent need to relieve the acute tension oi 
feeling and prejudice iii the countiy, and it was ohjy with a view to enablinf; 
Indians, who after all had their home and future here to live and thrive 
that he and his colleagues were bringing forward this piece of legislation 
an experimentid measure to permit each community to develop along 
own lines and acooiding to its own traditions without coming into conflict 
with one another. 

Mrs. Naidu declared that coercive legislation never solved any problem 
and would not solve the Indian question in South Africa and appealed to the 
General as a man of vision and understarding, and as an accepted exiioneat 
of the gospel of ^aoe, and as one who stood for protection of minorities, 
apply the principle of the Imperial Conference and for that purpose 
convene a Bound Table Conference of the leadeis in the Union 
with local Indian leaders and Indian representatives from jj^ 

c hange of views to arrive at some understanding acceptable to 
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in yiew of the fort Indians no say in the legislation of the ooiiutry 
affecting thein* and aiao as to the best method o! offeotiiig an uiideratandiug. 

Mrs. Naidu had also an interview witli the Minister of the Interior 
on - the l7ths The latter did not agree with the view- point presented by 
her but promised to place her case before the Cabinet and also her roiiuest 
10 be heard by the Cabinet [As regards the value to bo placed on the 
words of €tenl. Smutsi the reader is referred to Mr. 8astri*s speeches on 
the subject given elsewhere in this volume]. 

On March 24th the following cablegiam was i-eceived by Mahatma Oaiidhi 
from Capertown signed by the General Secretary! South African Indian 
Congress 

South African Indian community submits notwithstanding strongest 
jirotest. Union Government determined carrying through Class Areswt 
Jiill violating pledges given. Bill indefensible. Foreigners also Kuixi-Afrioan 
Malays and Natives being exempted. Bill will apply only to Indians. 
Kuro' African Malays and Natives assembled in thousands Capo-tfown assurei) 
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu of* support to Indians in opposition to Bill. Indians 
never submit segregation. Inform India. Please takft such action os you 
think best. Mrs. SarQiini Naidu has made deep impression and won mtuiy 
lioarts. Mrs. Naidu deferred leaving South Africa until 30th April owing 
demand on her in interest of the cause.’’ 

On receipt of this news the Mahatma issued a press -note as follows : ^ 
‘This is a startling news almost too bad even for South Africa to be 
l.»elioved. 1 have already endeavoured to show why the Cape was to be 
cx(?luded from the operation of the measure. If the information cabled 
hy Kcuter as to the exclusion of the Cape is ooiTect, there is something 
wrong in the foregoing oablo! or the information contained in it is applicaVilo 
to the other three Provinces only, namely, Orangia, Transvaal and Natal. 
The position then will be that so far as the Capo is concerned the ("ape 
Indians will still remain exempted from the operation of the inciisiirc, 
whereas in the other Provinces the measure will apply only to Indians, 
'rhero is no difficulty about understanding the oxomptioiis beciWiso the idea of 
•'^grogation of Natives and Malayas in the extreme sense is new. Kvory 
lairopean household has natives of South Africa as domestic servants. 
Malays, as I have shown in a previous communication, are a negligible 
^juantity except in the Cape. Wo have, therefore, the naked ti*uth before 
08 that the Bill in question is aimed merely at Indians and that it connotes 
not only segregation but indirect expulsion. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu’s visit to 
•'NMith Africa and her inspiring presence there will undoubtedly steel the 
hearts of the Indian settlers for further effort. Her presence is also 
hiingiug Europeans and Indians on the same platform. Let Indisi however, 
»M)t lie lulled into a sense of false security because of the commanding 
presence of Mrs. Naidu in the midst of the sorely tried Indian settlers, 
^yter all, the cultured Europeans of South Africa are gentlemen, and I have 
little doubt tiiat Mrs. Naidu is receiving all the attention that is due to 
h^'r for her many and matchless gifts, but the South African Europeans 
have also a fixed and determined anti-Indian policy. General Smuts is a 
finished diplomat. On due occasions he can speak honeyed words but he 
Knows his mind, and let there be no mistake that unless India can make an 
effort adequate to the situation, the Kll will be carried through the Uniou 
arliament in spite of Mrs. Naidu’s resourcefulness.* 
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In the Union Parliament 

In the Union Parliament the Bill was introduced on March &th. 
On the Slid t:ei^ing of the bill on April 2nd the Aasembly was un- 
usually crowded. Mrs. Naidu in the gidlei^ was prominent among the 
large sprinkling of Indians. After tracing the history of^ Indians in South 
Africa the Minister, Mr. Duncan, empharised that the Bill was introduced 
because of pressure by Indians on White people in Natal and Transvaal. 
The whole question should be regarded calmly and sanely, he said. 
This so called menace had been caused by competition with White popu- 
lation owing to Indians’ rise in the scale of efficiency and skill. Mr. 
Duncan then quoted the figures showing the very small increase or 
Indians in Natal and Transvaal in the last ten years and pointed out that 
as immigration had ceased, there was no increase from outside. Inside. 
Indians had shown great rise in the scale of civilisation. 

The Bill did not aim at segregation, but only at separation a> 
regards residence and training. There was no idea whatsoever of min- 
ing Indians or^ making it impossible for them»to live decently. The 
whole object was tfi avoid friction. They were of different origin, had 
different traditions and the mixture had never been found good. The 
Bill recognised the right of Indians to live up to the proper standard 
with fair and just treatment. At the same time the incompatibility or 
l)osition must be* recognised. Not only in South Africa, but in Cali 
fornia, British Columbia and elsewhere the same problem prevailed and 
oven in India itself there was not freedom from caste. Take the irosi- 
tioii of the Ignited States; the Negroes brought there similarly to Indiai.s 
in Natal (Hear, hear). The constitution and law in America provided 
"^for absolute equality but what the law allowed custom took away. Tlio 
Bill was intended to prevent a clash. Indians under it could live decentl.\ 
without any sense of degradation. The Minister said that the Whiter 
and coloured citizens and natives were excluded from the Bill and also 
all people in the Capo Province and Free State. The Indian qucstioi! 
was not an acute problem in these Provinces. 

Turning to the statements that the Bill was a breach of some agree- 
ment between Smuts and Gandhi the Minister asserted that, firstly, iLcliai > 
were treated with all due consideration, secondly, vested rights mentioned 
])y Gandhi referred specifically to certain Indians affected by the Gold 
Law or Township Amendment Act and wore purely a side issue. Mi 
Duncan assured the House that the problem would be approached 
sanely and there would be no oppression as apprehended. Every consi 
deration and justice would be shown. Ho knew that there was a claini 
for equality, but that claim could not be allowed. But all the pi’oijei 
claims of Indians must bo met and they must have every opportunit:. 
to lead decent civilised lives. The Minister said that there was 
place for expansion of Indians in South Africa to-day, but if they couli 
help them to return, they must do so. During the last three ycftw 
Indians had returned at the rate of two thousand anually. 
could be developed and extended. The Indian menace, so called, 
only be got rid of by expansion of th0 White people throughout the Uwon. 

The Bill, however, did not ^i^eed further as the South 
Parliament was suddenly dissolved within a few days owing to 
defeat of the Smuts Ministry looal issue. 



TTie British Guiana Colonisation Scheme 

Ab if 1^6 Kenya and South Africa humiliations wore not well 
enough* Sir JoBcph Nunan and Mr. Luckhoo from British Guiana atraiii 
came bore in Januaiy last to Becure* not indentured labour* for that is 
{igainst law now. but whole familioB of Indian agriculturistB to emigrate 
to British Guiana with the rosiest prospect of a happy and free life 
in the Colony. When the same ' deputation came here last time in 
1920 the atmosphere was more favourable jiiid they secured more than 
foimal sympathy from the Govt, of India and the Cefitral IjCRtslature 
at Delhi and an Indian deputation was despatched to Guiana. The 
repoit of this deputation, so long held up by the Govt, had now 
to be made public, and so it was published on Jan. 23, 1924, 

as nothing fuither could be done with regard to emigration without 
previously publishing the ropoit. The Indian deputation, sent by the 
Govt, of Irdia to examine on the B\x>t the scheme put forward by the 
)R.st Guiana deputation, was on arrival at their destination confronted 
by the Governor rot with the scheme which they went to consider and 
the oVkject of which was agvicultuial colonisation, but with another 
hcheme the object of which was the recruitment of labour for tlie beiioiit 
of the White sugar-enne planters. Ihc result was that our deputation 
came away disappointed and with loss faith in the UniaficIcH of the 
British Guiana Govt. The deputation thought that though plenty of good laiitl 
was available in the colony, no colonisation could bo thought of uidigs 
large expenditure was incurred on drainage, water-supply, and other 
Minitaiy schemes which the finances of the colony could not pciniit. 
Ihey also found that the Indian community there w'as opposed to any 
fresh immigration from India. Sir Joseph Nunan and his* compatriot 
therefore came over to India again and carried an extonsivc campaign 
fixiin Delhi to secure their object. 

To underetHiid the evejits that led up to the activities of Sir .K»Heph 
iVviuan it is necessary t(» know' the geographical irosition and the 
historical antecedents of the colony. The following account is taken 
from one published by Mr. S. Baja Rao of Sabarmati Ashram, 
Ahmedabad, in March last. — 

''The climate of Biitisb Guiana is full of all tropical diseases. The 
hiftitory of those who lia^e gone Iwforo for a period of seventy nine 
ycaisi, from 1838 to 1917, furnishes anything but painftd reading. That 
the otrects of the climate factor on the Indian population are uppaJliiig 
i^ iKji-jie testimony t-o by the highest authorities in the colony. 
Aci:ording to the retired SurgooirGenend of British Guiana 10 to 20 
P- c. of all the deaths in that colony are duo directly to Malaria, 

hi the more remote villages the conditions arc stated to be even worsen ; 

to! out of 96 deaths in a village as many as thirty have iHion due to 

Malaria. And what is pathetic is that the riidiari olemont Hiitfcrs most. 

'I here is greater mortality among the Indian population awl a higher 
iiifuntile mortality too, corrosiioiidiiig to their nuniljei*», than among the 
♦>ther sections of the iK>pulatioi). And in the net result wo are confrotited 
with the astounding fact that for every one thausaml Indians that were 
hjtjught into the country only 672 survived. 

46 
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''B^TISH GUIANAf as one can see/ has a pralifio tendency iii out 
lieputattons. In order to find their genesis, one has to ^ back to its 
early history dating from its final acquisition as a Britidi Colony iu 
1814. Beginning as a sugar producing country with pianteiis drawn liom 
Great Britain, Madeira and Portugd, and Negro Uavedahour imported 
from the West coast of Africa, it plodded on with varying fortunes 
until 1835. Slavery having been abolished altogether in the latter year, 
and the Negroes of Africa emancipated from the curse, it fell to the 
lot of ''Indians" '^to bear this cross under a systeni, as it was 
euphemistically called the "Indentured Labour" system, from the year 
1838. The year marked the beginning of her prosperity. The year 1^65 
saw a few time-expired Indian immigrants raising 16 acres of rice, 
through ^eir own efforts and absolutely unaided by^ Government. This 
grew to 200 in 1886; to 6,500 in 1898; to 19,000 only * three yeai*s 
later ; to 38,000 in another 7 years and to nearly 70,000 in succeeding 
ten years. Compared with this phenomenal development of rioe-growiug 
by 'smair planters, sugar-growing by the ‘European’ large ‘planters' 
stood at 78,000 acres only during the same period. 

"Further, the Indian "Indentured Labour" system itself having lieen 
in its turn abolished altogether in 1917, there was no other dark nation 
on the face of the globe to oblige the sugargrowing interests. In this 
dilemma it fell to Mr. A. B. Brown of the Guiana Planters’ Association 
to move in the Colonial Legislature in February 1919 that "Whereas 
there is in the Colony iusuflBcient labour to carry out its various 

industries and whereas this insufficienoy of labor has led to a reduction 

of the area under sugarcane and will lead to a further reduction, the 
Court should send a deputation to His Mc^iesty’s Government to repro* 
sent their needs.” 

"Earlier efforts that the White planters had made were in the 
direotioti of sounding the minds of our compatriots who had been dis- 
contented in the neighbouring colonies of Fiji, Trinidad and Natal. 

"But it is a significant fact that we need noting well, that at a 

mass meeting of Natal Indians held at Durban to consider an "invita 
tion" given by Mr. J. A. Polkinghorne to appoint delegates to visit 
British Guiana to see whether it would be suitable for Indfon emigration, 
the gathering numbering some thousands gave it as their unanimous 
•opinion that none of them wished to go without even having the 
British Guiana scheme placed before them, refused fiatly to appoint a 
deputation to look into it and see the country for themselves. As a 
matter of fact, the emigrant population of the neigh^uring British 
Colonies prefer to go anywhere else tiian to British Guiana b) earn its 
livelihood; British Guiana being otherwise known as "mudland” to the 
lesidents of Trinidad olose-by« 

‘“So, a ooiQoint meeting was held on January 27, 1919 under the 
auspices of tiie. Royal Agricultiiral and Commercial Society of the British 
Guiana and of the British Guiana Branch of the Royal &loraaI Institute 
London, in which various other bodies took part and as a result » 
deputation of fifteen members from: British Guiana " headed by 
Governor” of that G<,loiiy proceeded to Eittgjawi \Noar ten yea» 

previously, as a result of the O^ttre enquiry, Ix>rd Sandersons t-oin 
mittee had definitely laid d^wn what tii® primary dudes (d the Coio'w ^ 
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were l)efore it ooald conceive of or embark upon fi^h achemes of 
adding to its population ; yet, while this primary duty lay undischarged 
a few among this deputation started another deputation, wended 
their way towards this country in December 1919 and 6nally sought 
to foist a “ ^Ionisation” scheme upon it purporting to tap 2,600 “agri- 
cultural families” per year and that for three years. Necessary induce- 
meutf* were of course forthcoming, such as ‘ free* passages, land on 
‘easy* terms and, to bless those who laboured honestly for three years, 
a magnificent reward of ‘five acres, in a country where the population 
is less than ^ throe per square mile, and political catch-phrases of ‘ equal 
diatus and ‘ equal rights* were aWo thmwn into it to make the dish 
more savoury and to allay the suspicions of an imiuisitivo public as well. 

“Two of the members, Dr. Nunan and Mr. Luckhoo, having liecn 
accredited by the Secretary of State for India to the Government of 

India, no less a distinguished body than that com|K>scd ol Sir Dinshaw 
Wacha, Sir Tej Bahadur Saprn, Sir Surondranath lUnneiii, Sir B. N. 
Saiir.a arid six others were ap)X)iiiied to give thorn a ros\»C('tablo hearing 
ill February 1 920. ^ow if a minute examination had gone on tlioir case 
would have been thiown out even then as thir requisite prelimiiiarioH 
set fdi th in the Sardcison Committee had not yet been fulfilled by the 
(oliiiiV, but the stalwarts of Liberalism decided u(K)ii a deputation. 

The yicrsoiiiiel of the latter, consisting of Mr. Tiwary of the Servants 
of Iislia Society and Mr. Keatinge, I.C.S. of Bomliay, was singularly fortunate 
in the inclusion of Dowan Bahadur Kesava Pillai of Nfadras within it 
it.- Chairman. The latter’s association has, a.s the sequel proved, 

served more than anything else to throw fierce light on the exact 

conditions of our compatriots in that distant Colony. 

“There is no use disguisino; the ik%ct thai there arc two contending 

forces i>resoiit pulling in opposite directions in the Colony. One is the 

intorcHt of the Planters and the other that of the Indian olomcnt. 
J)ei»uty Mayor Mr. Thome, in his examination before the Indian Deputa- 
tion, unequivocally declared that, the Colony was owned up to 1891 

ontirclx by the planters, that their interests always clashed with those 

of the people, that the people wore struggling and gradually getting 

representation on the Legislative and Municipal liodies, that the Gov- 

ornuient instead of showing impartiality and giving the people drainage 
and irrigational facilities for which they had been clamouring for the 
twenty one years, was representing the interest of tlio planters to get 
more labour for them and that the planters w'ero trying to get Iwck 
what was lost by the termination of the old indentured immigration system. 

“The planters are certainly astute not to put forward a lalsnir scheme, 
pure and simple, and they very much prefer to sugar their pill through 
wmc such device as to require the prospective * settlers’ to work as 

apprentices on Uie estates, and so on- This mamieuvro of the^ W'hitc 

section i.s clearly indicated by their mouth-piece, the Hoii. Mr. Farrar. 

Presiding at the 33rd Annual General Meeting of the George Town 
Chandler of Commerce on the 27th of July last the Hoiriilc Mr. Cecil 
Parrar observed “The question of Colony IlevelopmtMit is of as 
importance to this Chamber as Ui any other section of the com- 
munity, but it abounds with difficulties and these are not made atiy 
easier of aolution by the counsels strongly urged by difTerent eohocls 
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of thought. The development of our 'ooagt-lauds' and ‘interior 
presents ‘two distinct problems/ eaid while both necessitate expenditure 
on an elaborate sciJe our primary necessity is population without which 
it is impossible to develop the one except to the injury of the other. 
The attempt now being made to recommence immigration from India 
on a Colonisation basis wilb it is hoped, be successful, but if, as is 
possible, this is not the case, the matter must not be allowed to 
rest there. It is understood that any people so biought to the Colony 
will serve period of apprenticeship on the Sugar estates.*^ 

The Ever Recurring Contest 

“ Sir Wilfred Collet, the Governor of British Guiana, fronted the 
Indian deputation with a Memoiandum embodying the scheme formulat- 
ed by thm planters, and the sharp cleavage of cpuiiou exhibited by 
both sides on this issue shows the distinctiveness of the two opposing 
points of view raging in the Colony. While the Indian opinion in the 
Colony unanimously rejects it, Mr. ' Keatinge suppoHs the views of thti 
“Other side and states as follows ‘‘1 would recommend that a regulat- 
ed admission of free Taboui’ers with facilities be peimitted from Indi;i 
to British Guiana on terms of the nature outline(i in the scheme pre- 
sented to us by H. E. tho Governor for the purpose of engaging in 
piid labour in the first instance and of receiving rew'ard grants of land 
after three years' service. Tho matter ia one for negotiation. Tho 
number of labourers emigrating irvm India to B. Guiana in any period 
need to be carefully regulated." 

“ So it is clear that tho whole scheme revolves on the one question 
of how Indian ‘labour' is to subserve the ends of the impix)vement8 ol 
the Colony. The danger is ever present and inherent in tho very 
order of things long established in the Colony itself that the prospec- 
tive immigrant element would bo placed betwixt two fires. Tho contest 
would recur day after day whether the sugar interests of the plaiitci-s or 
the rice interests of the Indians, the improvement of the Coastlands or 
the development of the hinterland is to win the day. The skinnish 
would go on prepetually, a solitary Indian Mr. Luckhoo, and a sympa 
thetio Irish Soul, Dr. Nuiian, fighting on the one side of Indians, and 
a solid phalanx of European planters maintaining stout opposition on 
the other, notwithstanding any elaborate system of guarantees that 
the higher subtlety and legal acumen of the combined Houses of 
Legislature in India may devise to the cplltraIy^ 

A Grave Warning 

“However the warning is there. Mr. Kesava Filial sounds it over and 
over again and concludes his summary thus : — “At present however, though 
unoccupied land is available to an almost unliniited extent, the^ physical 
conditions which govern the agiioultursl situations are such that it is hardlf 
possible for ordina^ settlers to take up land and cultivate it succ^fuHy 
immediate on arrival in the Colony .-“We are doubtful whether in the 
near future it would be possible for the colony to find the large funds 
needed for opening up ^ ‘hinteriand’ and inaldiig it ‘suitable for settlr 
ment.” And lastly, -. —“In these oircun^stanoes, emigration should 1“' 

permitted*’’ Unless therefore the Oli^beis of; the Imperial Legisiatinc 
at Delhi could be^ih a position to control expenditure and the direction 
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I^n -etaeiB. ^ are prepared, i.. a word, to wiune the 

bilities of the irfmiii^ratioD of the Colony -a cx)ntinKe«cy that can never 
arise, though Sir Fredenok Lugard suggested a year ago in I^mdon 
that India should be given a mandate for Guiana, —the Legislators of 
this oountn-y cannot in all oonscionce lay the unction to their mnils that 
the safeguarding of the interests of the prospective emigrant* has l>een 
f*oniplete for all time* And unless they can give this guarantee to the 
public, it is immaterial and valueless whatever sops are offered by the 
Government of the Colony or whatever ‘toys’ hold ui) for the txiitica 
fion of the Government of India. If there can be no 'mandate' there 
can l>e no 'scheme’ acceptable to this country.’’ 


The Nunan — Luckhoo Propaganda 

sir Joseph Nunan and Mr. J. A. I.uckhoo came to India early in 
.lanuary last. It was given out that they camo bere “with the appio 
val of the Colonial office and the India oliioo,*’ though only a fortnight 
hack a message from Tx>ndon stated that they hoc! riecided not io 
proceed to India in "view of the adverse opinion of the Government 
of India as to the desirability of their visit ” at that time when the 
Konya guostioii was greatly agitating public mind in India. It seems, 
however, that tlie Govt, of India s views were dis(X>unt(Hl hy the Ifoirio 
.uithorities and Indian feeling disregarded. 

Messrs Nunan and Luckhoo were dincredited by the Ik G. (bivenr 
ment last time that they wore here. I'hcy had no authority Ut negotiate 
though they said openly that they w*crc the ropreHOiitfitivos of the Govt, 
of the British Guiana and of their Legislature. ‘Fliis year too tin y difl not 
citato definitely and unequivocally that they alone had the powens to nego- 
tiate. After doing some campaign work in Bombay and elsewhere, giving 
press'iiiterviows and publishing press notes, the deputation came to helhi 
aiifl circulated their lengthy memorandum on the 4th February. On Feb. 
8th they met, on the invitation of Mr. Lalubhai Sumaldas, some 40 
members of the Indian liOgislature at Delhi and Sir Joseph addretsed 
the gathering on their pot scheme. He mentioned the reaffiniiation of 
the original scheme of 1920 and the acceptance by the Colony of all 
the recommendations of the Pillai report, hkiuality of status of Indians 
and all British sulgects had been reaffirmed, ho said, by a declaratory 
ordinance and its benefits had been extended to subjects of Indian Native 
States also, and moreover that if it wei*e thought advisahlc to fuithcr 
<>n8ure this equality of status of Indians, an agreement in the form of 
a treaty could be made between the Colony and India. India was also 
invited to appoint its own special representative as Commissioner, ^ont" 
General or- CoD8uI*General to reside in British Guiana with a voice if 
necessary in tiie legislatuTe to specially protect the interests of Indians; 
and so on. These alluring propositious were ail set forth in the largely 
^imilated memorandum reprodu^ on page 369. 

An impression was also sought to be created that the doputatioii 
^1 the support of the Indians in British Guiana. This however was 
not true. 
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The East trdiaiJ Association of British Gniaha which a-as sendinj^ 
over to Ldia two delegates to confer with the Oovemment here on the 
colonisation schcmci howeveri subsequently withdrew from it. On the 
SSrd tJanuaiy the Guiana Government rejecteil the proposals* promised 
by Dr. /%[unan piior to his departure* for limiting the houm of work, 
minimum wages aid suitable conveyance to fields* and in view of this 
action of the Government the Association dissociated themselves fmm the 
scheme. This brought to light the fact' that though Sir Joseph Nunait 
was giviig out that he was acting with the authonty oi his Govcin- 
meiit* ho had really no power to bind them and virtually on the three 
fill dameiitals of labour problems he had been discredited. 

Mahatma Gandhi on the Guiana Scheme 

The ""iiamo of the Mahatma was also used in* connection with the 
proiiagarda which Sir Joseph Nunan was carrying. In an interview 
to the press 01 ) the 16th March ho declared that fdur years back when he 
saw the Mahatma the latter preserved an attitude •of denewUnt neuiralitp 
to bis colonisation scheme. This statement was obviously meant to disairn 
public ciiticif^m and to give weight to Sir Joseph’s immigration proposal^: 
which, he emphasised, was not altogether in the interest of the European sugar 
plaiitoiH but to offer the Indians better conditions of living ! 

Two days after, however, on March 18th, Mahatma Gandhi issued the 
following statement to the press: — 

‘A document dated February 1, 1920 and signed by me at Lahore 
aid handed to Dr. (now Sir) Joseph Nunan has been reproduced iti 
an elaborate paper (dated 22nd November 1922) on the status of Indians 
abroad. As it has been used in support of a scheme of Indian coloni* 
sation in British Guiana and as it is stated in that paper : **8o far as 
is known it still expresses Mahatma Gandhis attitude towards British 
Guiana,” it is necessary to make my position clear. The statement mad<! 
by mo in February of 1920 is as follows: — 

“From the outset Mr. Gandhi made it perfectly clear that ho was 
not prepared to take any step that could be construed as a petsoiifli 
encouragement l>y him to Indians to leave India. He was not in favour 
of the emigiation of Indians. At the same time he realised that many 
held different views on this point and he was equally not in favour of 
using compulsoiy legislative or executive action to compel Indians to 
stay at home. They should be treated as free citizens at home and 
abroad. They should certainly, however, be protected from misrepresen 
tation. He knew nothing to prevent people emigrating now except a 
Defence of the Realm Regulation which would expire six months after 
the war. (This is the regulation preventing the emigration of uiiskille<l 
labourers for work abroad until six months after the war unless under 
special or general license.) 

**Ohc6 assured that equal rights for Indians existed , in regard ^ 

lH>litica], municipal* legal* commercial and industrial nu^rs in Britidi 
Guiana, and that they were not alone receiving fair treatment from the 
administration ar^ the general community but w6uld be guaranteed in the 
continuance of such fair treatmentr he would not; any schemo ot 

fieo coloni^tion by Indlah agndultural familm. ' 
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-‘He was satisfied that the Colony had a constitution and 

that Indians would be and were elected to momhoi-ships of the 
lature and to municipal office. He was satisfied that they had <H|uality 
of rights with other races* and that there were opportunities of^actpnriiig 
land for settlemeiit. He was in favour of allowing a test of the scheme " 
subject to a report at the end of six months on Jts working by Mr. 

C. F. Andrews or some other representative of the Indian popular 

leaders. The deputation accepted this proposal of a repoit by a iiopular 
i-epresentative independently of any- supervising officer nominated by*^ the 
Indian Government and offered to pay all expenses. 

“Mr. Gbmdhi agreed that all necessary guarantees for the conti' 
nuance of e«|ual treatment could be furiushed by the Colonial Office and 
British Guiana Government through the Government of India to the 
Indian people and its popular leaders.** 

‘It was hardly fair to use this stivtemont in support of any scheme. 

It could only be used for sup(K>rtiiig a trial sliipmont under the Buper" 

vision of Mr. C. F. Andrews or some one ha\jiig the same intimate 
knowledge of the position of the British Indiatis aiimad. But 1 admit 
that if such a trial proved successful from the Indian Btand'iKiint» 1 
should be bound* under the foregoing statement, not to opiHise a scheme 
of colonisation unclgr proper safeguard. 

*My views, however, since the 1st P>bruary 1920 alsmt llie 
British system of Government have, as is well-known, niidergune a 
revolutionary change. At the time I gave the sUtoinent, my faith in that 
system, in spite of my bitter hostile exporiojices, had not altogether 

<lisappearod. But now I am able no longer to i^ly ui)oii verl>al or 
written promises made by persons w^orking under that system and in 
their capacity as officials or supporters. The history of Indian cMnigrants 
to South Africa, East Africa and Fiji is a history of broken promises 
and of ignominious surrender of their trust by the Iiniiorial Government 
and the Indian Government whenever it has been a quostion of conflictr 
ing interests of Europeans against Indians. 

‘The handful of Europeans have almost guocee<led in h^tist Africa in 
bullying the Imperial Govenmient into sacnficing the ^)rior lights of 
Indian settlers there. In South Africa the Indian 80 ttIoi* 8 ’ faith is trem- 

bling in the balance. 

‘Ill Fdi the Indian is still the underdog. There is no reason to 

"suppose that British Guiana, if the test came, will be an exoeption. 

*The moment Indians become successful rivals of Europeans in that 
f’olony, that very moment all guarantees, written or verbal, will 
di.sapi>ear. 

‘Filled as I am with utter distrust of the British Imperial system* 

1 am unable to countenance any scheme of emigration to British Guiana 
*10 matter what guarantees may be given for due fulfilment of tho 
pledges given. The benefit that must accrue to the Indian emigraiita 
under any such scheme will be illusory. I am, therefore, unable U> 
^'ountenanoe the proposed scheme of Indian colonisation in British Guiana* 

1 do not hesitate to give roy opinion vrithout consultation with the British 
<5niana Deputation because of the root ohiootion stated above. 

*If I am to express an opinion upon the merits of the scheme, the 
ordiqpry rule of courtsey would have bound me, before saying aiiythini^ 
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boetile to it, to meet tbe British^Guiana Deputation and onderBtand tbeir 
■view pointB. 

Not till India has oome to her own and has a Government fully 
responsibtt to her people and able effectively to protect Indian settled 
^abroad from injustice can afty advantage accrue to Indian emigrants even 
from an ideal schemi)/’ 



THE REPORT O F 

The British Ouiana .Deputation. 

The following n the report of dte. BritUh Guiana Deputation 
on Indian cobniaation which consisted of Oewan Bahadur P. 
Kesava TOlai as Prendent and Mr. Keatinge. 1.0.8.;^ and Mr. V. 
N. Tiwary as members. In their, report issued on January 20th 
1924, die President and Mr. Tiwary summaries their recommen- 
dations as follows 

We coiisidcr that the climate ai d natural characteristics of British 
(fiiiaiia are siicHl as to offer yood opportunities for Indian immigration 
and great possibilities for hidiaii settlers to obtain feitile land and 
hocome siilwtaiitial i^asant farmers. At present, however, though un- 
occupied land is available to an almost unlimited extent, the physical 
roiditioiis which govern the a^jiicultui'Bl situation •are such, that it is 
haidly possible for ordinary settlers to take up land and cultivate it 
»iu(cssfully immediately on arrival in the Colony. 

We think that it would be possible to make available largo areas 
of ifuitable laid for the purpose of settlement by Indian atiriculturists 
ai.d to call into existence the organisation necessary foi* siMMiriiig this 
losult and i,iving the settlers the assistance which they would need to 
ovcicoir.e their initial ditticulties. Wo consider the inauguration of such 
a scheme to be desirable though we are doubtful whether, in the near 
future, it would bo possible for the Colony to find the large funds 
needed for opening up the inland and n^aking it suitable for settlement, 
'llie health conditions in British Quinna arc far from satisfaetory, us is 
hliown by the excess of deaths over biiths in several years. I'he problem 
of panitation is intin:ately connected with the problems of drainage and 
the arrangements for the supply of piu-e drinking water. The improve 
iiieiit of sanitaiy conditions is in our opinion of prime imiKniaiice. It 
w<iuld be, to quote the words of the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Clementi. 

“ sheer folly, indeed immoral to take steps to introduce inimigraiits into 
this Colony without at the siime time taking nteym to keep them alive 
aid in good health.” 

It is again a question of ways and means and we are not sure 
vlicther in these days of hnancia] stringency, the (-olony would l»e in 
It lositioii to undeitako measures for the inipiovemont of Kanitation on 
a large scale and commensurate with the o^equirotnents of the 'existing 
tH>pulation. In these circumstances we roconimei:d that emigration to 
British Guiana should not lie iierroitted until the health comlitions there 
have naterially improved. 

Kepresentatioi) in the [..egislaturc. 

*Ihe Government of British Guiana may take necessary steiw to get 
the Declaratory Ordiriai.ee passed on the lines proposed l»y the Govern* 
ment of India, but what is of even gi^ater imi»oitaiice is that stepa 
should be taken to secure to the resident Indian f>opulatioii fair and 
adequate repres^ntotion in the Court of Policy and the Combined Court 
Policy. We are opposed to this being ctfected either noiiiiiiation 

^ 46 
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or communal representation. We have indicated in the section dealing 
with the politick status of Indians the Knes on which action should lie 
taken to remedy the present state of practical disfranchisement of the 
Indian community. 

At the present time the community is, from ad educational 
of view, in a most baokwatd condition. The pi^ovhrions of the existing 
Educational Ordinance should be given full elfect to in the ease of 
Indian children as is being done in regard to the children of the other 
oommunities. ThiD Government of India should represent to the Govern- 
ment of British Guiana that marriages, celebrated according to Hindu or 
Mahomedan religion, should be recognised as lawful. Hindus should also 
be allowed the right of cremating their dead. The existing housing 
ari'angements on the estates are far from satisfactory, and so far as the 
married immigrant are conoerned, they are more likely to affect the 
integrity of family life. The quality and supply of drinking water h 
not good arid re(iuires immediate attention. The employment of childi'en 
in Creole Gangs and several other legitimate grievances dealt with in 
the body of the report, from which labourers on the estate have been 
suffering for a long time, should be attendel to. 

To settle disputes regarding wages steps should be taken to consti- 
tute a board of arbitration composed of members who, on account of 
their independence and impartiality, would be acceptable to lK)th paities. 
The rate of wages at the present timo is so low that an average 
worker cannot earn a living wages. For its present requii-ements the 
Colony has got an abundant supply of labour. Until this has licon 
absorbed and the claims of the existing population to prior considera- 
tion in any scheme of land settlement have been fully satisfied, wc 
tbipk there should be uo resumption of einigi*ation to British Guiaua. 

Repatriation Scheme. 

As regards repatriation, we have dealt with the various points in 
the section relating to the subjects, and we recommend that the (biv- 
eriiment of India may take them into consideration for necessary action. 
The Indian community in British Guiana is unanimously opposed to the 
aoceptanoe of the present scheme for the I'easons given in the Ixxly of 
the report. Wo have no hesitation in recommending its reicction 
in its present foim. It is merely tentative and does not contaiii 
definite teiins, which British Guiana is willing and prepared to offer to 
the immigiants from India. If and when the Government of Biitisb 
Guiana make a definite offer, we would recommend that a satisfactoiy 
solution of the various points raised in the body of our repoit should 
be R condition precedent to the consideration of that scheme. In order 
that the interests of the Indian immigrants to British Guiana may (•c 
safeguarded, we would strongly urge that there be stationed in British 
Guiana an officer of the Government of India who would watch thei 
interests of Indian immigrants and keep the Government of India in' 
foimed of their condition. This officer should also be entrusted ^vith 
the duty of safeguarding the interests of Imhan immigrants in 
Guiai a, Trinidad and Jamaica. Under the New Immigration Act the 
Government of India can appoint such officers wherever they 
deem it neoessary. We eameitiy recommend that such an officer iray 
be appointed as eaily as possible for Guiana, Jamaica aid Tiiwdj d. 
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The Government of British Guiana should be requested to ananira 
for more return ships in owier to expedite the repatriation of those, 
who are^ anxious or entitled to oonie. Arrangements on board of these 
return ships should be improved and greater regard shown for the 
comfort and convenience of the passengers. His Excellency the (3ovenior 
told us that, owing to the present economic crisis, he was not in favour 
of immigratiou from India being resumed till the end of 1924 and not 
even then if cottages of an improved type have not }>een put up. The 
Indian community of British Guiana would not favour emigiatioii from 
India until 1980, as they require time to settle down and to raise 
themselves from the prevailing state of doproasion and backwardness. 
They urge that the immediate resumption of emigration would aggra* 
vate and prolong the existing evils. The Hon’blo Mr. Liickhoo is 
strongly opposed to any emigration for at least another five years. 
Indians in British Guiana are strongly opposed to the aoceiitanco by 
the Gk)vornment of In^ia of a purely hbour scheme. 


Mr. Keating e* 8 Report 

Mr. G. KEATINGE, in his reixirt separately submitted, summarises 
his recommendations as follows: — 

I consider that the climate and natural char. vote ristics of British 
(Guiana are such as to otfer splendid opportunities for Indian Immi*^ 
giation, and that there are likely to bo great possibilities in the future 
for Indian settlers to obtain feitile laud and become substantial p3.v8.irtt 
farmers. At present, however, though unoccupied land is available to 
an almost unlimited extent, the physical and economic coiKlitions, which 
;:overii the agricultural situation, are such that it is hanlly possiblo 
for ordinary Indian immigrants to take up land and cultivate it with 
success immediately on arrival in the Colony. I believe tint it would 
he (juito possible to make available largo areas of land fur the purpose 
of settlement by Indian agriculturists and to call into existence the 
orj^anisation necessary in order to secure this result and to give th3 
settlers the assistance, which they would need, to tide thorn over thin'r 
initial difficulties. The inauguration of such a scheme would bo very 
Isjiieficial both to India and British Guiana. 

Though I recognise that any scheme, which cont3nipla^os that 
iuiniigrants will have to work as labourers on arrival, is less attrarrtive 
^han a scheme to settle them directly on a land, I would rocornrnend 
that a regulated immigration of free labourers in families l>o permitted 
India to British Guiana on terms of the nature outlined in ^ the 
^<'hcme presented to us by His Excellency the Governor of British 
^'uiaiia, for the purpose of engaging in paid labour in the first instance 
•n.d of receiving reward grants of land after three years service. The 
riiatter is one for negotiation. The nnrnlier of laliourers emigratirig 
f-om India to British Guiana in any period needs to bs carefully 
’*-'guIatecl with reference to the demand for labour awl the l®vel oi 
real wages which exist in British Guiana at the time or are antietpated 
near future. 

To, eflfect the neoessary adjustments and control I would recommetia 
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that the ImiTiigratlon Depaiiment of HntiBh Guiana be strengthen^, 
that H can iirdertake the duties of a labour bureau more effectively, 
collect and pulliBh the requisite stalastical infoimatioDy act as a labour 
exchange and urdeitake arbitration in labour disputes. I would re< 
coxi>iDei.d thst an officer of the Goven.inertt of India be stationed in 
iBiitish Guiana whose duty it should be to watch over the interests of 
Irdians immigiaLts and to keep the Government of India informed of 
the pertinent facts concerning their condition and status. 

Political Status of Indians. 

As legal dtt political status, Indians are on an equality with other 
races in the Colony, ai:d the Colonial Government is prepared to pa»s 
an Oidirarce biidirg their feuccesEors, so far as that may be possible, 
lot to make any ihange in the constitution of the Colony which will 

operate in such a way as to place the Iidiaii community in worse 

lositioii than tbo rest of the population. I would not, however, re 
(ommeid that any commuial privileges be gianted to Ir^dians in the 
Colony or »»y iqgulatiors passed calculated to preserve them as a 

people apait ficm the rest of the inhabitants, since that would be 

likely to defeat the natural aspiratiors of the Indian community. Under 
theexifctiig anaigements, there is nothing to prevent the Indian comimuiit.\ 
fiom controlling the political activities of the Colony if they wish to do so. 

Ihe reason why 1 am in favour of the re-opening of Indian immigration 
to British Guiana under conditions of the nature specified is that I am 
convinced that the lurnal conditions of the Colony offer to Indians of 
many classes and occupations opportunities for a far higher standard ot 
lining than India is able to offer them and oppoitunites to win through 
the competence ai:d wealth such as they have not in their home. In Ibis 
connection a fairly large number of men have been broken in the i)aKt. 
but the terms of the offer made by His Excellency the Governor with 
regaid to rewnid grants of land for such <a8 wish to settle in the Colon} 
at.d for easier terms of repatriation for such as wish to return to India will 
do much to obviate this. 

As an additional safeguard, I would recommend that the Colony 
should maintain a subsidized farm Colony for unsuccessful men. If Indian 
immigration is stovqred altogether, the effect on the labour supply of the 
Colony will be very senous for a time, ai d it is probable that many suga) 
estates will have to close down which will react very unfavourably on all 
in the Colony ai.d on the Indian con.mui.ity more than any. In course of 
time the Colony would, no doubt, find other sources of labour, but the 
connection with India would gradually cease and the existing I 
community would in time become merged in the general population, n 
Ii dian immigration is again permitted andl adequate development can be 
aecured of such a nature as to attract the right class of settlers, Indians will n» 
a short time predominate in the Colony, and a prosperous Indian Colon.' 
will be created offering varied careers to Ir.diar s and profitable trade h» 
India. Iiideed, it is not possible to foresee how far such devoIopweB 
might not be pushed for it ih not only in British Guiana but 
surrounding countries to a far gi^eater exteiit th<rt vast areas lie ww 
ai d clamour for a popufa^on take possession of the rich lajtds a** 
to subdue them to agtiorllture by metb^s which none can display 
greater etfeot than the skilful and industrious Indian cultivator. 





The Nunan-Luckhoo Memorandum 

The folbwing m die full text of the memorandum issued on 
Feb. 4th. 1^24 by the British Guiana Deputation under the leader- 
ship of Sir JoMph Nunan, K. C. 

The Select Committ^ of the Imperial Indian legislature atvepteif 
the summary of the British Guiana Coloiusatioii proposals known as the 
Nunan-Luckhoo scheme on the 10th' February 1920, suhiect to a report 
l>y an Indian Visiting Committee. The visit of this Committee was i^ost- 
l>oned indefinitely on the recoiiimeiidation of Mr. Montagu, dated 18th 
August, 1920 : (India Offi(e printed paper No. .1. and P. 2498, dated 
3rd May, 1921). The visiting Committee eventually arrived on the 1 2th 
February 1922, that is, two years after the conditional ac(H)ptaiice of 
the Nunan-Luckhoo scheme. 

On being iJotifie<? of the po8t)K)iienieiit of the despatch of the Visit- 
iijg Committee and of the late Indian Goveriim^t's refusal to allow 
cnugi'ants to leave for British Guiana oti individual certificates, which 
the Select Committee was willing to permit, the late Governor, His 
Excellency Sir Willfred Collet, K. C. M. G., had replied to the (*oloiiml 
Office on the 27th October, 1920, that it would be preferable that the 
proposals should be settled Jifter the Committee hod arri\‘ed. (See India 
Office paper above referred to). The context shows that he referred 
exclusively to the offers of laud uuule to those not coming to work for 
registered employers. On the arrival of the Committee, which then heard 
for the first time of this new attitude, he submitted a document known 
a.s Memorandum “B’' (Pillai-Tiwary Report para, 282), differing in some 
nmterial respect from the scheme (ronditionally accepted in India. IIik 
E xcellency wrote on the 2Sth April, 1922, to the Colonial Office (B. G. No. 

164) M enclose copy of niimite 1 sent to the Delegation with 

regard to Indian immigrants not coming out to work for registered 
employers. I believe that they consider tliat this is a variation of the 
terms placed before the Indian (lovernment. I do not know that it is.' 
.Messrs. Pillai and Tiwary report that His Excellency infomed them that 
his Memorandum "B** should be regarded not as a definite offer but 
only as a proposal for discussion. They have reported against it. and 
on page 99, para 207 their reiK)rt roads:— 'Tf and when the Govorir 
ment of British Guiana make a definite offer, wo should recommencl 
that a satisiaotory solution of the various points raised in the Iwsiy of 
our report should be a condition precedent to the corisidoration of that 
wheme.* 

On his arrival in the Colony on the 4th April, 1923. the new 
f'overnor. His Exeellenoy Sir Graeme Thomas, K. C. B., took steps to 
I tit forward a definite offer. This consists in the re affirmation of the 
<»riginal scheme by His Excellency in Council and by the liCgislatiirc of 
the Colony at the request of the Chamber of Commerce and other 
rnblic bodies, accompanied by the unanimous resolution of the British 
Guiana Indian Association. 

His Exeeliency B letter of authorisation, dated the 2Srd November, I®**, 
signed by the Ciolonial Secretary and addressed to the Hon. (Wr) uoseph 

. 4«(tf) 
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Nunaiir K. C., L. L. D„ Chairman of the original Deputation, reads ah 
follows : 

**Y(m will understand that the colonisation scheme I’e-affirmed by 
:the Colony is that set out in the siimiDary of the original Colonkation 
Report of April 1919, accepted by the Select Committee of the Imperial 
Indian Legislature on February 10th. 1920, and explained more fully 
in the Supplementary Note to our. Indian report (Combined Court No. 
12 of 1923). For* any* alterations proposed by the Indian Government 
or Legislature which you oonsider should be accepted, you should if 
possible obtain confirmation by cablegram and in other oases only acee|»t 
subject to coJifirmation/' 

Kccommendatioiis of Pillai-Tiwai*y Repoit 

The recommendations of the Pillai-Tiwary report comprise, adopting 
the' order of Section 13 of the report:— , 

(1) Provision of areas of suitable land for settlement, along witlithr 
necessary organisation for assisting' the settlers in ^heir initial difiTiculties. 
(2) Improvement of sanitary conditions, including tbe drinking water 
supply. (3) Passing tif the Declaratory Ordinance as to status and fin* 
adoption of measures for securing fair and adequate representation foi- 
Indians in both Couits of the British Guiana Legislature. (4) More rigid 
enforcement of the present Education Ordinance (to which must bo added 
from other passages of the report : suitable provision for vernacular odii 
cation). (5) Special provision for marriages of Hindus and Moslems. 

(0) Right of cremation of their dead by the Hindus. (7) Improvement of 
housing ai'ningements, ospooially as regards married immigrant. (8) Non- 
employment of children in ‘'creole gangs” on estates. (9) Iiidepejident 
boards of arbitration as regards wages. (10) More generous measures a.s 
regards repatriation, including more frequent return ships with improved 
anangements. (II) Official representation of India in British Guiana. 
The report expresses doubt as to whether the Colony would in the 
near future be able to find funds necessary for land settlement and (he 
improvement of sanitary conditions. I may say that on this point 
are in a position to give satisfactory assurances to the Goveinment. 
the Legislature and the people of India. 

It may be mentioned that every one of the recemmendations of 
the Pillai-Tiwary report is included in the original Nunan-Luckhoo 
scheme and they are therefore included in its re-#ffirmation. In short, 
the Colony is prepared to carry them all into elfilct. 

In the general and entirely unforeseen collapse of the price of 
tropicfiJ agricultural products in 1921-1922, notably sugar, rice and 
cocoanuts, a period of intense depression seised on British Guiana as well 
as nearly every other country. India itself suffered heavily. The 
tendency everywhere is to regard such periods of depression, like periods 
of pi*08perity, as permabent. The Gokmy rapidly recovered at the eijd , 
of 1922 and 1923. Rice, an q^tusively Indian matter in origin ap 
cultivation, is' being »pidly rc^^ its former position. Presents^ 
pijoes make . that induj^ remunerative and accounts are also wcovoimej 
Diamond working has^inxit^pe^^ leaps and bounds and it is asms* 
man’s industry. Some MQOQ men <so far only those of Africa 
are engaged chiefly miners on the large .alluvial 

areas, and the cai»‘N^ principally as the purchaser of ( 
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dtooads or the owner of shops for the supply of goods to the 
workers. Owing to the large diamoiidifcrous area> there is voom for a 
iiiiM)h l^r mimber of workers. The export for this last year was 
vtdued et over a niilliou sterling. A survey for a railway to open up 
the dfetriot h being made. The timber industry also Quel's viwt 
possibiHties. The C olony's finances are again in good oMer. The recent 
Civil Service Commission has effected necessary economies. The loan 
char^ of the Colony are small and its credit is good for several millions 
sterling. The budget has been balanced ami the future is* piomising. 

The seven areas of land suitalHe for preparation lor settlement 
indicated in the original scheme weiv not shown to the visiting Committee. 
Since then other areas immediately suitable for settlement, (c. g. Anna 
Regina Il<8tate and Kssefiuibo of 10*000 acres) have been purchased by 
the Guiana Government, or they hold an option over th(un (c. g., Nisines 
and Arabi in Demerara and Berbicc Counties 1,000 acres)— enough to 
provide immediate accommodation for several thousMiid families. 

The original schelhe w’as to he financed by a loan of £. BOO.OOO to 
£. 600,000, tiasi'd upon an existing exi)ort tax of 6nc v>cr cent. Of the 
necessary sum about onc'half has already accumulated in the (Colonisation 
and Immigration Funds without any loan. The proposal was confitied U* 
7,5uO agricultural families introduced within tliree (now four) years. No 
unlimited immigration or expenditure was or is piojectcd. 

No child labour exists in the Colony at the present time. NN'ages 
otfer a substantial balance above the cost of living. Ours is an offer ol 
current wages — no minimum wages being in oontempJation. A dollar (throe 
lupoes) can still be earned in a seven hours* day at piece-work, ITie 
average pay actually earned is however alxmt three shillings. Our 
proposal incliules the appointment of independent arbitration iKiaitls foi* 
wages, which will l>e subject ti> the criticism of the Indian repi-cseiitative 
(('onimissioner, Agent or Consul-General, whom we ask the Indian 
Ooveriiment and Indian f legislature to apvHiiiit) who may sit on all such 
Uiards. He will also be a member, and if an expert, may even Iw Chair 
man of the special Land Settlement (^onimis.sion, which will arrange 
details of settlement. 

As regards education, the schools of the Colony have always been 
open to Indians on the same terms as other rchideiit-s and there an? 
some Indian vernacular schools and aii Indian High School. At the 
time, it is true that in the alwence of any considerable voiced 

demand, no eiabonite provision has been made for vernacular education 
in [last years. It was aiTanged last November to <lea) with this liy tlio 

Hpixiintment of a snlrcommittee consisting of two Hiridii and two 
Mahomedaii members, along with two Chri.%tiafi clergymen (Rf5v. Mr 
C*«»Pl>er, Presbytei-iaii, and Rev. Mr. Veates, Wesleyan), who arc spedally 

idetitiBed with Indian education, to make recommendations thnnigli an 

otticial chairmaii as to what steps should be taken to deal '*^*|^** 
vernacular and other Indian educational reqiiiremenU, including the 
provision of ti*ained Indian teachers. Kveii in the years of depression 
I* certain amount annually was provided fefr vernacular educati^ 

in the estimatos, which in the past was found adequate, ® prepare 
fo recommend the appointment of an Indian Assi^nt Inspe^r. 

Voting papers have now to be printed in Hindi and Urdu as well 
«« Eni^ish. They will be printed in Tanil aiH rolugu whenever a 
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deniai|d e^ts. Axi wrraiigemexit is perhaps powble bgr which the indian 
representative should have a seat in the LegisUture during the perM of 
immigration and settlement. Whether he should replace the J^migratioii 
Agent Oenerai or sit without a vote but with the ris^t of speech can 
be discussed. Any formal proposal would of coume require approval by 
cablegram from the British Guiana Government. V 

A .Declaratory Ordinance has been passed setting out the equality 
of status of all BritiidP subjects and this equality has been extended to 
sublects of native Indian States. An Ordinance to regulate the marriage 
and divorce of Asiatics has been introduced into the Legislature in 
accordance with the recommendations of the visiting Ckinunittee and the 
wishes « of the local Pandits, Moulvies and general Indian Community 
Indians desirous of cremating their dead will have oppoitunities afforded 
for so doing. There has never been any legislation prohibiting cremation. 
It is a mere question of arrangements. 

As regards sanitation, substantial progress has been made since the 
Indian Committees visit in February and March, 81 922. To begin with 
George-town, the capital, where over 20 percent of the population lives, 
on the recommendation of joint committees of the Government ai.d 
Municipality presided over by the Chairman of the present Deputation 
and following the plans of an eminent Consulting Engineer, Mr. H. 
Howard Humphrya of Victoria Street, Westminster, work has already 
begun on schemes of sewerage, water-supply and roads, involving an 
expenditure of £. 600,000 sterling, for which sanction has been obtained. 
The British Guiana Government has also obtained the approval’ of the 
Legislature for a loan of £. 500,000 sterling for the irrigation, drainage 

and water supply of the Coast lands, on which some 100,000 Indians 

are now settled. The plans are ready and the work has already begun. 
These schemes ara independent of special expenditure of the Colonisation 
Fund for the irrigation, drainage and water supply of the lands for the 
settlement of the now Indian immigrants under the present projmsals. 

Health conditions will no doubt be greatly improved by the working of 

all three schemes. The total expenditure in oontemplc^ion runs to u\er 
li million rupees. It is true that for some years the health conditions, 
although better, have not beoTi much better than those of India as a 
whole. The defects of the indenture system included the importation of 
the dregs of Indian towns, at the rate of four females to ten males. 
The rice industry is not a specially healthy ocoup^ion anywhere. Our 
AfrioaiJ population has also mudi progress to make before conditions are 
really satisfactory. According to the Guiana Otficial Handbook of rbe 
year 1922, during the decade 1911-1921, the births exoeed the deaths 
by only 34. It goes on to state: “The population of the Colony at 
the taldng of the^ 1921 census was 297,69 1, which shows an increase of 
1,661 A911» the year of the previous census. Of this number, no 

less than 124>938 or 51*97 per cent, are Indiana.’' The influenja 
Epidemle in 1918 and : 1919 however was w for 19,000 deatJii 

in the Oolony and mainiy accounts for ainall^SB rf the hioi'ease shown. 
Our normal health r^ms should be comparad with orSnary Indian an 
genend tropical tiios^ of health-rwrts n’ 

Barbados, Jamaica and JUioat o^ which nave 

small area amd a ncm^adgratiwy a^d almost l^ 

The present rDeputatioUi consists of tiiose who placed 
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ort^raJ bsfore^ tJw Soleet Committee of the IiidiMi l^sielaUvo 

Cottuoil IB ^ahrowy, \m, and also of the Vice-President and ex A iec- 
Prettdent (Hindu and Mahomedaii mpoctively) of the British Guiana 
Indian Association chosen from a small list elected » by the Assoriatioii 
itaelb ^^PQS afforded it of re affiming the ori^iiml 

propoan before the Kmigratioii Committee or before any 8{>eriai loiu- 
}iiitted appointed by the two Chambers, also l>efore the legislature it sell. 
The disapproval expressed by the British Guiana ^Indian community iu 
February-March, 1922, referred solely to the late Governor's seheme. 
(vide pjira 196, sub-para 3, pige 97,' Pillai-Tiwary iTiixut). We trust 
that an invitation will be issued to Messrs. Pillai ami Tiwary to give 
their views on the original. 

The Deputation is here solely on the initiative of the Governmeiit 
;ii;d people of British Guiana, which is not a Crown (olony but ati 
Jmpenal ixissession of which the popular constitution was guaranteed by 
tlie Treaty which traii^errcd it to the British Crown from the Unteii 
in 1803. The control of the budget is therefore permanently in the 
liaiids of an iinoffioial elected majority. In c’ise fiiithA* guarantees beyond 
the Declaratory Ordinance are required for the preservation of the 
oxisting <H|uality of status, an agreement in the nature of a Treaty 
between the Indian and British Gluiana Governments can no doiilit be 
arranged. The Ordinance is printed in the Deputatioi/s pamphlet, entitlorl 
Status of Indians Abroad'* — “A Colony for India.’* 

We wish especially to emphasise the proposal to establish regular 
< oumiunication between Indian poits and the Colony l)y moans of steamers 
inder (yoveniment control or ownership carrying passengers and freights 
at cost. 

The Pillai-Tiwary report suinmarisos as follows the difference bcl ween 
the Nunan-Litckhoo and the late Governors scheme : — 

" The following important features of the NunairLuckhm) schenie are 
j.ot to be found in the (Joveruor s scheme : 

(a) It provides for largo scheme of irrigatiim atid drainage. 

(h) The inducement of land settlement is to be olfomJ to obi 
BCttlers as w’ell as to fresh emigrants on similar terms of soiwicc. 

(c) The organised campaign of sanitation is to l>e initiated, 
bl) Water supply is to be improved, 

(c) Agriculturists* with families, if any, emigrating fiom India, anrl 
dosiiouB of working on land of their own immediately on their arrival 
bi the Colony, are to be given free passage to Biitish Guiana. As 
regards repatriation, they aitj placed on terms of equality with those 
that start as labourers. 

(0 Similarly, reward grants of five acres of land, specially prei)ared, 
are to 1)6 given to both classes of agricultural settlers on the com pie ‘ 
bon of three years’ I'esidencd, during which time they may liave Iwcii 
either on tbmr own account or as labourers, in any form of 
a<in<:ultural work in the (>olony. 

(g) Non-agricoltural settlers are also to he encouraged to eiiiigrato 
l*rovkling free passages for them in some cases aiid assisted passages in 
others. Traders and small capitalists will be given^ cheap i*assages* 

(h) One religious minister for each ^wmp will be taken free oil 
«iK*h v^age with r%ht of repatriation free.” 



3>o BRITISH GUIAHA ^HEIIE 

At ft’ glntirai^iDeedng of the British* ^uium In^oa in tbs Towi' 
Geoge'town, under the au^ioes ^ <]l f the Indian Aeeociatioii, oi, 
Noveinber 22, '1923 the followiiig reeolution was unadnumsly carried 

‘Whereae at a* general meedng of the*®. "G. L Association the Coloni- 
sation Scheme j^roposed by the Government for the introduf^ii ot 
Indian settlers to this Colony ivas ^iscnssedr " ^ 

' And whereas a^r due coneidet^ioti in its details, this Association 
ill view of the comfitjons and benefits offered by the Government does 
rot regard the Scheme as a Labour Scheme or a project for cheap laljour 

Bo it resolved that this Association after careful and serious considcm 
tioii of the various conditions therein set iorth, and the recommendations 
made by the Committee, respectfully support the same, and request His 
Excellency the Governor to forward a copy of, the resolution to 
Indian Government ; And further, this Association appi'oves of the Delegate.- 
prcceedirig to India with the Resolution as a mandate from the Association / 
Moved by Mr. M. Panday. 

The* End of the Scheme. 

In April 1924 the following correspondence passed between 
Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai, President of the Government of 
India Deputation to British Guiana, and the Hon*ble Sir Joseph Nunan. 
K. C., President of the British Guiana Deputation. 

Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai was invited by the Govenimeni 
of India to be in Delhi on the 17 or Hth March as the Standin.: 
Committee on Emigration wanted to hear him befoi'e they decided t( 
give a reply to the Deputation from British Guiana. As Mr. Pillai 
could not reach Delhi on that date, on 1 4th April last Mr. Pillai received 
the following message from the Honble Sir Joseph Nunan, the Chairman 
of the Deputation 

“1 very much regret that you cannot attend as the decision thi- 
session is vital in the interest of Guiana and advisable in the iDtere8f^ 
4 )f Kenya and Dominion questions. 1 much appreciate and am gratefnl 
for your letter of 9th instant. We will I'epatriate Indians desirous ot 
returning by the first steamer of the new regular line at rates not 
higher than Trinidad, possibly much lower. ConditioDB have so much 
improved that they are now very few, but we pa willing to inalv^ 
immediate repatriation a condition precedent ^' 0optk)ti of the scheme 
1 quite agree thfd; past neglect of th|i^ is deplorable. Me 

accept your views and Mr, KeatingeS cli to question. The Indian 
Government has published for to use of the Committee the following 
statement from Mr. Keatinge dated the lOth January referring to our scheme. 

Mr. ^ Keatinge 6 Statelnlift— ^a liibeml Bofaeme. 

The follo^ng is the statemerit made by Mr. Keatinge in refereiM-' 
to the Nuitan Seheme : — 

■ * So far as I can judge to sehome is a very liberal offer a" 
India would do well to aoeept it. Dr. Nunan of British Guiana imoW; 
me tot to Government of ^itish Guiana, is prepared 
the offeiw rni^e in to fltome for Indian colonisation ' in Bntwh 
made some three years ago and put before a jComroittee of the m 

/ 



?^MUMAN^LUCifipOO,^E^^^ 3;, 

l>8«Wrture «t by Dr. j^auan aiid Mr. l.uokhoo.;- Th» scheme is 

« more fovwiraWe one than thatimt before iia by H. E. the Utwernor 
while we wei^ in BntSah Quiapa and as 1 was able to express a 
iiinited approval of the latter acheme 8i<1)ject, to coitiun safejjiuanifl 1 
;,m able to oj^ress a far strotigei: opiuion that the Nnnau L\ickhi>(» 
Sohome would ofior favourable oppoitxinities to Indian emii^ratits. 

“I understand from Dr. Niinaii that the (iovernment oC HritUli 
iTiiiaiia are prejiar^ to purchase iSfUipoldered lau(KI> in Ksstjuibo country 
and on the quaratine coast and make thorn available for Indian settle^^. 
i do not know the ^tual* lands in ' cither case. lUit I know the 
localities which are situated on the rich alluvium and if the lands are 
s'Tiipoldered lands, formerly part of a sugar estate, they ought to be 
u?ry suitable for Indian settlement. 1 also understand that the scheme 
10 develop suitable tracts in the North West rrovinco is to bo taken 
in hand. So far as 1 understand the schomo now put forward, 1 iMin* 
rider that it offers very advantageous terms to Indian emigrants, and 

That with sympathetic Windling, it offers very good pro.^pects of happi- 
MOSS and prosperity to .such Indians as may care tfla accept.” 

Sir Joseph also said in the message : — 

“If you would wire to the Education Dcjiailinent an expression oi 
\our opinion as to the possibilities of our scheme as contnwtod with 
!ho Collett scheme which your report rejected in view of the scheme 
.1 Irrigation, Drainage, Sanitary and Education now being carried out, 
you would be doing Guiana Indians good service, and believe me you 
iintribute to the solution of the present complex problems of Indians 
•verseas. If our schoirie is rejected or iicstponed, general conditions 
vvill make its revival impossible and lonncclion between India and 

<Jniana will grow less and less. 

‘M mentioned to the Ijegal Department today that if our iveaty 

• •institution is preserved the transfer of the present (olonial OHne 

‘vmtrol to India would in a short time be practicable if the Hcheme U 

-uccossful. We expect a unanimous coinniittco and Eandit Motilal Nehru 

arranging a Swarajist meeting for Wednesday to receive u.s. In any 

♦ vent it will not be treated on party linos and 1 expect uminimity.^. 
rhe Socialist party is also suppoiting. Would you bo kind enough to 
wire your statement to the Department as fpiestioned ? 

” Please have it duplicated to me ; telegrams are prepaid. 

Mr. Kesava Pillay’s Reply. 

Mr. Pillai it) plied sending copies to the Education Dopaitini'iif., Sii-. R 
N. Sarma, Hon'ble Mr. Natesin and Hon’blc Mr. Karandikar: — 

‘ Any step taken will have far reaching consequences. The (“ennmitt^ 
should examine me and Mr. Tiwary, and in their prcsonco I should ascertain 
laiticulars from the Delegation before agreeing to re open emigration even 
;uHicr your Land Colonisation Scheme which is so tantalising. I have 
noticing conflict of opinions in British Guiana and through distrust 
♦J a large sectiodi of East Indians as to the practicability, if not sincerity, 

‘J executing rapid improvements of prevailing conditions and redress i)f 
Vances noted in our re^jort to make Guiana fit and safe for omi* 
rants. Xhe repatriation of people referred to in our report hae 
(lainfully neglected* Yery thankful for assurance that there will bo 
'citatiiation according to agreements and on easy terms to be within reach 
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. Of tho86 longftiig to%mie back. Tliere are grare aod reaaoiwbla ii^pr 

that what the planting inter^ats once did with your ongu^t aoheme itii|?fat 

do it again wilh perfect non^ohalarice or circumvent it. # 

'' Promiee to the ear and breaking it to the heait w been t^^^ 
with pi'oclamations and pledges. Any precipitate action vrill rouse deep 
and widespread dissatisfaction and shatter your high aims and hopes. 
Planters' plot«> real or feigned, to introduce cheaper Chinese, labour to 
displace resident Eas^tniians as well, threats to prohibit and disable IndianA 
elsewhere, are deplorable." 

Associations Delegates' Message. 

On the 17th March Mr. Pillai received the foflowing telegram fioi^ 
t he delegates of the Association in Guiana who had come to Delhi. 

** Arrived yesterday. Seen the telegrams sent- to Sir Joseph. Assurr* 
you no conflict of opinion. Only misunderstanding which has been cleurerl 
up. Brought mandates from Hindu and Moslem communities. Besides 
the Association' supports the scheme. Bapid improvements are bcin^ 
done. No fear, thA|^ scheme will be altered. 'Tlariters are in a minority. 
All Indian represei^ativo will visit Guiana, examine conditions in the light 
of your report - *Saiiitatioij, Wages, Settlement areas— before recorn mend in;: 
a single colonist to leave India. The scheme will be in contract form 
between the Oovernmont of India and the Guiana Government. Th<' 
Council disperse on 26th. Sorry you cannot attend. But respectfully 
request you to send opinion any conditions you may impose liesides conditions 
precedent. The rejection of the scheme will damage progress of Indianc 
in Guiana. Return passages for present residents— Trinidad rate or lowt i — 
being arranged.— Pandy Mukudam." 

And also the following telegram from Dr. Nunan : — 

" Just learned of your telegrams to Messrs. Sarma, and Natesan. ff 
Indians are not satisfied with the offer to make emigration depend up<»ii 
the report of the Indian representation that all guarantees are being caviiori 
out in Guiana, the matter ends. As far as I am conoerned 1 have done my 
l»est and even undertook at great health risk to i-eturn to Guiana to earn 
^the scheme into effect. Officials consider that your telegrams will nuisc 
its rejeetion. 1 do not think you intended this. If you thiuk the Bchemc 
should be carried out subject to adoption of your proposals and the proi)osHb 
aiid the report of Indian representation, you ought to wdi-e Messrs. Sann:i 
itiid Natesai) in fairness to your counti’ymen in Guiana. My Imlnni 
colleagues are greatly disappointed at this unexpected misuiiderstandiiip 
The Committee meets at 3 o’clock on Tuesday ; if it acfjounis the matnu 

ii.definitely I leave India and abandon the scheme as hopeless. ' 

Mr. Pilky'a Reiply- " 

Mr. Pillai wired in reply as 

“Would gladly recommend youf^sgheme after our reoommemiatiun^ 
are carried out. Your promises must be honoured by others. The j'«st 
history makes us soepticflJ. While lands are not yet regdy .and coudit>o»**’: 
not substantially improved and repatriation iieglecteMi t^e re-opeuiuj- 
emigration will not benefit resident or emigrating Indians. Personally 
" feel ^keen soriow causing disappointment to so good and stalwart ^ 
champion of East Indians like you^^^ 

And thwe the matter rfats now.. 


A 
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PREFACE 

I N this, the 8KC0ND ISSUE of the AUTEUI. V UIXUS^EU, a 

digest of the Tiiblic Affains of India for the 2nd, niuirler of 
the year, namely April to June, has Ijoon given. The i>ortK>n of the 
rioceodiiigs of the Provincial Councils which could not Vh> complcteil in 
the hwt issue has also fouial phu>e. These Proceedings have boon 

given ill greatly condensed form, partly because most of them are of 

only local interest and so, in such an AlMntiia Digest, a greater detail 
would scorn to be out of place, and partly l>ocau.se thert* arc other 

|)ublicalioiJS which deal with these matters more fully. An cxeo|>tioii 
however, is made in the case of the liongal and U. P. Councils for 
the reason that the things that have happened there have l>eon epoch- 
making and altogether now in India and, further, they pnuniso to bo tlie 
beginning of a now history. 

Like the last issue, thi.s issue too has become wholly political, aiul 
i hough important odiioatioiial and oeonomic alfairs have hapiioiiod during 
(ho period, space could not be found for them in this vi»lume too. Expori 
cjn'C shows that Political matters alone <M*eui\v so nuieh space that, it i.s 
not possible to incorporate other matters in the i|Uarterly issues of this 
bVgistcr. It is i»roi)Uscd, therefore, to issue a special Animal Siippleinen! 
on Industrial, Economic and Educational AtFairs at the end of the year. 
This A’olume is divided into the following parts: — 

1. PUOCEEDliNCS OF COUNCILS, of which - 

A. — The Ueiigal Council occupies i»ageH 377— 13*J, 

IL — The Other Provincial Uouneils occupy pages 133—512, and 
C. — The Central Legislature, May Sossioii, with the 'laiiir 
Report nijd the Lee Uceumnicndaliuns occupy pages 
5)3-692. 

2. NATIONAL MOVEMENTS IN INDIA— pi.. 593-595. 

A.— The Oandhi— Swarajist cui/> (’ungrosH MovomonI, |>p. 
693—610. 

li. — The Moslem Movement, including the Muslim |I.caguo, 
pp. 641 — 664. 

C. — Other Local or Communal affairs, in.. 654—696. 

3. INDIA IN THE liUITLSli l»AltLIAMENT A Uritain, of 
which — 

A,— The AVork of the Indian Deputation ot-cupics pp. 

697—704. 

li.— Parliamentary Proceedings on India occupy i.f., 705— 736i 
C.— The famuu.s O’Dwycr^Saijkaraii Nair case crmius last on 
pp. 766—794. 
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INTRODUCTION 



INTRODUCTION. 


The trend of Public. Alfairs in India during April to June 
lioen towards a steady consolidation of the Nationalist position on ori* 
side, and a slow weakening of the high-flown bureaucratic pretensions 
of the Government on the other. The outstanding features in Tiidi;t:i 
polity of this period are. — 

1. The Reforms Kiujuiry Committee which the Govt, of India hid 
to institute much against its will. At first aii attempt was made t.i 
shelve it by mere inaction, and great secrecy was maintained as to what 
was being done in this direction so that Government might escape tin' 
exposure that a public enquiry would entail as to the way in wbi<h 
they have worked the Reforms. Laterly, however, thanks to the effort^ 
of the Moderate deputation in England, and the Premiers York spcr.h 
<soe pp. 697 A 706), the Government of India had to yield to pressur*' 
from a)>ove and enlarged the scope of the enquiry which was announc-l 
to lie held in public in August. 

2. The TiCO Report which came out in May last. No other reii>j;r 
of so great importance lias ever been brought out with such great r.v 
p(M.lition. The object of the authorities, to secure further emolnjn>iif- 
;ind advantages for the Imperial Services at the expense of India wliil;* 
the Peel-Wintertoii Tory pai*ty was still in power in the United Ki.i^ 
dom, has providentially been foiled, for the Labour party quite su l 
rlerily came into power, and what is worse, they seem as yet to li* 
sympathetic to Indian luiblic opinion over which the Services have always 
ridden rough-shod. 

3. The Steel Protection Hill, following the Report of the T.iiitt 
Hoard and passed hy the Assembly, has secured to India the priiicip!- 
of Protection to her nascent industries, much to the chagrin of Oi' 
foreign merchants. 


4. The reorganisation of the Indian National Congress n<»w tak -'i 

in hand by M. Gandhi, The great Swarajist wave of the tii': 

three months of the year received a sot back by the Gandhi mov 
in Juno last, and it seems as though it would soon bo swallowed li* 

in a great national movement under M. Gandhi. The cry of “ Kh i l: 
for India and India for Khadi is soon to be raised, and the giouii l 
is now being prepared by various Congress movements, such as Saly.. 
graha and Khadi- work and Council breaking. 

6. The deputation to the Secretary of State in England led *•>’ 

the Indian Moderate Party, including Mrs. Hesant, Mr. Sastri and (‘th*- 

signatories of the National Convention. Some of the first rank Iiid^i'! 
politicians wove about this time in England, such as Lala Lajpit 
Mr. Rangachari, Sir Sankaran Nair, and others. They delivered niaiiy 
speeches in Englsi d, specially addressing Labour groups and Members **1 
Parliament, and presented the case for India. 

Such has been the main drift of affaire during the second 
of the current year. Some of the other minor affairs are 
below, while the Chronicle that follows on p. xix summarises the 
events in somewhat greater detail. 
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fbB JEta® Board, a Aort aocoont of which wm given in oar hut Ittn* 

on p. •, iiioei » intererting report of it« t<wr in Andhra I»e«a‘ 

Tha AU-laiU Khafi Si® *’• *»**«“•»»» «»« Kltamieoh in 

™ BomS^ ~P»« oonULia* much 

v^nabh! infonnation regarding IChaili work in thew Province 
uid should piove to be of immense practical value to workerii. It gives a clear 
idea of the scope for Khadi production in the numeroub centres which the Hoard 
visited, the nature of the obstacles to be overcome in {Nurticular parts and the 
manner and direction in which the several centres may oo-opeiute witli protit to 
promote produetioo and sale. It is no doubt true that in many of the places 
that the Board visited they were greeted on'y by the tragic picture of a leccmly 
dead or dying industry, throttled out of existence by the clever anil cunning 
Itand of the alien exploiter ami indnatriaiist. But the Board have discovered 
that life is not entirely ixtinct in many parts, that the viilagers, both men 
and wo^n, have not forgotten their art or lost their skill at the wheel ami 
the loom, in the eariy days of the non-co-o|)eration movement the meshage of Mahatma 
Oandhi acted like a wonderful tonic in many parts ami actually brought' back 
to life many a ^tinning wheel oontined to the attics as an old out-worn thing. 
There are whole villages still sticking to their whee s ami looms for making an 
honest and decent living or supplementing their income as ot o d. Centres like 
Garuvarcddipalaym in Andhra, Timppur villages in Tamil Kaiiu, amt Pachapur in Kar- 
vatak are ait living monuments of the ancient glory and sacecHs of the Charka. lii 
Mngebalii, one of the group of villages which supply yarn to l^acliapur, we leani 
that ^tho status of the women in the village hail gone up by a boniid since 
Blahatmsji*s movement** which hail made them recommence spinning which they 
had given up 20 years ago. Bo also in Guravareddipalayam, we are told, the Ivlimli 
movement had not only brought employment to the untouctiables who run about 
40 looms in the locality, but had also gone a long way emancipate them from 
aucial exc’.usioii. **The stigma of untouchability m the village,*' says the ie|ior(, 
**was seen disappearing. The untoucliable weavers looked happy ami conteute«i and 
th <7 expressed great satisfaction at the treatment they were now receiving from the 
uuiin body of villagers.** The report says 

*^The figures collected in the village show some very interesting results. Kvory 
wcMnan turning the wheel 8 hours a day could make 3 padugus of yarn, one pailugu 
being warp and wefc for 9 yanls with 14 puiijams for w'urp ami 14 for weft. For 
every Puujam there are 120 thremls and so the woman was turning out 130 into 

into 9 into 8 which e<iualB to 90,720 yanls length of yarn every month. Her daily 
out-turn would then be 378 yards of yarn, a fact which was corroboiuted by the 
of 6 to 7 yanls per minute which was demonstrated to the deputation. 
Aeariy 8 1/2 hanks or 3/1 of a lb. of 12 count yarn was being produceti by a 
woman who gave 8 honrs to spinning every day. Rut even taking it that she spun 
< nly 4 to 6 hours a day her average income would bo 0-1-0 per day or srNnetbitig 
l*rtween Kg. 20 and Rs. 22 a year. Twenty rui>ces w'ou'd be the supplementary 
iucome to the fhmiiy if only one of the women worked at the oharka for 4 to 0 
i'<*urg every duy, no small addition to the [loor ami slender means of every village 
home.** 


There are many other numerous obstacles in the way incidental to the villager’s 
lack of patriotic understanding • of his and the nation's pmblcnuiL The spreoii of fin* 
mw light of nationalism a'one can remove this ignorance and enthuse him with the 
^iprit of social ami naticmal service t<i safeguard the country'K iiitcrcata in working 
for his own individual or family inaintenau(!e. For this, as well as to comiuct the 
induBtry on organised lines, we want trained workers In any numlier to go ami 
iKltlc down among the villagers, spreailing the gospel of Mahatmaji ami demmiatra- 
»:ng the efficacy of the charka. The report gives many inspiring examples of fiersons 
who have sacrificed their all for the sake of Kbadi and done yeoman's service to 
I he cauae. One name stands out most prominently out of all, that of Sjt. I'ujari of 
K^jopnr, a Oovenunent aervam who fesigoed his post to give his entire rime to 
tvlmdi work. His story is at oncj inspiring and fruitful of ieasons to the average worker. 


, ,.Tlie PioTinclal Kbadi Boanli, especially of .|^he provinces of 
India, do not to have done much work worth reconiing. The AlMmtia 

Board oonfined their opsrations within the Bouthern districis. A*ter the 
A.I.C.C. fssolittioiis of June 28th Mahatma aandhi took up 
^rious’y. The soeord of this work will be given In the next issue of the Qt ARTBICiii . 


B 
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Of other Congress activities of this period may be mentioned the fiatyagimha move, 
ment at Vaikom and Taiakeswar, the former of which spedally has attained an All. iiuiia 
signiftcance becaose of the great** untonehabiiiiy^ qoestioii 
Untottchability that it involves. As Swami bhraddhananda says, the work 
of All-India removal of nntonchability is divided thus : Xhe 
Punjab is managed under Lala I^Jpat Bai with Rs. 6,000 per month, Ka. 7,000 cash 
and property worth Rs. 26,000. The United Provinces is placed by Pandit Malaviya under 
Babu Purshotam Das Tandon with Bs. 6,000 monthly allowance, and a promise of further 
help, Delhi, Gujerat, Kathiawar, Central Provinces, Maharashtra and the whole of 
Madras is allotted to Swami Bhraddhananda who was beine helped for ourrcnt 
ex^ses at Delhi and other provinces withRa 26,000 from a philanthropist. 

Untouchabilifcy is the great curse of Hindu Malabar, in fact i>t tbe whole of 
Southern India, th(/Ugh in Malabar it is still as strong as centnries back. In 
British Malabar no public ban of roads^ tanks, etc., ig 
Vaikom Salyagraha permitted. But in Travancore some roads leading to or* in 
the neighbourhood of Hindu Temples cannot be used by 

low caste Hindus, though Mahomedan or Christian converts can use them freely; 
According to the judicial pronouncement of the Travancore High Court, then 
are two kinds of public roads in Travancore, v\z^ (1) King's Highway or Rajc^atha 
and (2) common highway or village thoroughfare, ^ama veethi. The foimer are 
thrown open to all classes of His . Highness's subjects and for all purposes not 
forbidden by law. The latter arc open in some instances only to a limiud class of 
tbe public, namely tbe orthodox Hindus. These roads are different from the 
fiathways which lie outside the encosure stone wall of the Vaikom temp:c, bat 

form port and parcel of a plot of II and odd acres entered in the revenue account 

as for temple compound. Over these latter pathways no right of passage could be 
•claimed as of right except by those who are entitled to worship in the temple. The 
approach roads previously mentioned lead only to the temple compound and to no 
other place. The local public offices, Hospital, English High School, Police Station, 
etc,, are all located outside the prohibited area, am arc accessible from other roailN. 

The Kerala Coiigi'ess Committee resolved to break the bond of untouchabi- 

Hfy as regards the use of these loads. Accordingly it started Satyagraha from April Ist. 
The Batyagrahis intended to establish the right of all subjects of His Highness the 
Maharaja, including thj submerged classes, to pass along pub.ic roads ami 

pathways, of which the road outside the Vaikom temple is one. It was not the 
intention of the Committee or of the Congress to secure the admission of tho«c 

■classes into the temple cither at Vaikom or elsewhere. Neither the Vaikom lempir 
nor the roads in question now belong to any private individual or Trustees. The 

temple is in the posseiBsion of the Government, and its affairs arc administered by 

Government servants. The roads leading to the temple arc maintained by the Goveriuneia 
out of public funds and are freely used not only by Brahmans and other cat>tc 
Hindus but also by Mnhammailans, Christians and other non-Hindus. Only tie 
** unapproachabics such as the Thiyyas and Pulayas, are not allowc^l to go alonv 
these mads. The method adopted by the Bntyagr.ahis was to cross the roads a ong with 
some untouchables after giving notice of their intention to ’the District autboritiK 
They conducted their campaign in a perieotly non-voilent manner, and always mwlt* 
it a point to inform the authorities btforehai^ of their plan. The Batyagrahib put 
themselves under M. Gandhi's direction. 

On April hrd Mr. K. P. Kesava Menon, Secretary, Kerala Pixivincial 
^3ommittec and leader of the “Satyagraha" movement, ami Mr. T. K. Madhabau, 
Editor, Dz^humU ftJad member of the untouchability Committee, formed the day ► 
batch. They were at once arrested and were put up for trial for having instigated no»- 
caste Hindus to proceed along prohibited roads surrounding the temple, anil tliat 
was serious risk of a breach of peace by enraged caste Hindus. The accused 
having tried to secure such passage, and asscrtetl that they had done so deliberate y , 
the Government had failed to allow the submerged classes human rights, in bjjw 
repeated prayers for many years, and there was no alternative left to uon-^ste 
and their champions but to resor^ to the method dt “Satyagraha.*' Mr. Madbavan ^ 
that he did not intend to gw along tbe prohibited rood owing to its proxsm y 
temple, but because he wanted to ^tablish the right of his people to 
all public roods, axid that it was a mere accident that the issue 
respect oA the road near the temple. Both explaimd that they bod 
•oanying on the struggle and that the/ would cheerfully go to gaol rather i « 
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icnatar tlM Ihry bad agaeitabeii to laaintain. the Uaitirttate eonviotcil 

mml aentenoed them to undergo six mouth's simple imprisonment. After that daily 
TO unteers in rei^s of x or S mashed scross the prohibited roMls, were anystiM 
and sentmieed to impnsonment. The Police barricaded the roails aiul formed a M>,id 
line of human waU in front preycnting the Satyagrahis to pass throngb. 

From April 10th the sUuatioxi took a new turn. The police stopped ariesting the 
volunteers but started arresting the U aders. On the I Ith Mr. George Joseph, Mv. K* G. 
Nair and Mr. ftebastian who were leading the movement were arrestetl. Mr. Joseph at 
once sent a wire to M. Qandhi to send Devadas Gandhi or Mahadeo Desai. Huudretis 
of volunteers were ready to offer Satysgmha but there was none left to direoi the 
movement. From this day onwards the volunteers seated themselves on Uie ground Mvte 
the po ice line blocking the street and remained so without fooil or drink, day and night 
fully exposed to the hot April sun of South India. Some of th*m fainteit away, und 
were carried to the hospital. From the 12th April the |K)litT guiini was douhhNi. 
On receipt of the news of fasting M. Gandhi at ones sent, a message: ** Omit 
fasting, but stand ami squat willi quiet submission till arrestetl." 

Fasting was accordingly ttopp»<l from tlie 14th April but daily tiatohes of volunteers 
went on. By the end of April the Hituation grew graver as the police and wime caste Hindu 
rowdies began to beat and harass the non-resisting voluntieis and it seemed as if a 
riot was brewing. A comviromise was sought to lx‘ parched up and for this pur|H>se 
Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar visited t)ie Mahuiaja and the Dewaii of Tiavaneoii! 'Hu* 
latter came over to Yaikom on the 22nd April to make enquirU«, i»a\v th<i l«Kal Uadeix 
and volunteers and enquired of their grievances and went round the ibuv proidbited 
roads. Nothing however came out of this. 

In May the Satyagiaha movement was further strengtheucil by a lunch of AkaliK 
wlio went all the way fiom the lunjab ami oitencd a free Akali kitchen for the 
iitdouchnblep, by the bolding of the session of the Hem ‘a Nair tSiinmjHiu and il.e 
N. D. ]\ Ycgam, both leprennting nou-easte Hindus, which | ass il st long itso.uiioos 
against vntouchnbility and asserted their right of u^lng all public iomis etc, and hy 
the Arya f^amaj making converts of the iow castes into Arya »SamAi)st^ A great 
camps gn was started by the middle of the month to send itimisiit licturets sfieftking 
from ptblie ^latfoims against untt uebability, but they weie preveund by ofticial onicTs 
fiom addressing public meetings. Messre. K. V. Bamaswami Saicker, ("hakravarti 
Iyengar. Dr, M. K, Nsidu, and other leaders were thus served with notice. They, 
however, disOlxyed the onter and suffered arrest ami imprisonment. 

In June the movement liecaiue more extensive. On the 4th public inei^tings were 
held against the Government order cimultaucously all over Tiavancore syinMthising with 
Batyagrahis. From June 9th lady volunteers came into the field, and Mrs. Naickcr, 
Mrs. O. Muthuswamy, Miss. Cbanner and three others offered l^tyagraba. From 
this month volunteers began to cany a charka w'ith them ami sat down in front of 
the barricade with the (harka before them 

The attitude of the Government towards the Vaikom question esme out in the 
Trmvancore Legislative Ciuncil Uiat met on the 12 di June. The inteipellations showed 
that the entire responsibility rested with the Durbar, beverai questions were put in the 
i'ouacii asking lor a statement of }o!icy of the Govt-rnnieut in this mattir. The 
answers were cither evasive or not forthcoming at all. A resolution luul b<;(n tabled 
•mi it had found a place on the agenda. But the Dewan-Fresideiii could net give 
facilities for ita diacussioo. The whole of the allotted time was takrm up by offloiaJ 

business and when a request was made to extend the meeting it was refused. 

The behaviour of the Travanoore police was on the whole praiseworthy until at 
the last meeting of the Legislative Council the Durbar made plain beyond doubt ita 
lack of sympathy with the claim for civic jubtice of the depresserl classea, Bui sin<x 
then they be<»me utterly demoralised and helped orthotlox goondaa and hooligans to commit 
«1‘ torts of atroeitiea on the pacific Satyagrahlst. In one case a Brahmin volantecr'a 
«>«tred thread was mapped, his garment tom, shirt set fire to, all umler the wry 

ey«s of the police. In another case a rowdy rabbeil quickiime in»o the eyes of a 

volunteer f Many caseu were reported of brntnl aa‘aults with Hms, sticks amt eren 
dangerous weaponu. From the end of June orthodox hooliganism was let loore 
history of this mbucquAiit stmggle will he recorded In our next issue. 

The Tarskeawar Satyagrahs was started by the middle of May last imiwily 
the malpractices of the Moinmt of Taiakcswar Temple to 
Tavakeewar Satyagralia Bengal. Aa the struggle » rtiil prooeeiiing acompiiq|e aceouat 
will be given to our next iretu^ 
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In the earliir part of the year, beiidet tbe Lee OommlMdoa aed abe TaiiS BoenL 
the leporte eC which are simiaiariaed hi this Tolttme, sere^ 
ftapcrts of Com* other leis importaot Committeet were moyiqg aboat the 
mittoes. country oollecdiig eridenoe. l%e Tariff Board is now engaged 

in considering what protection can be giren io Indian Cement, 
Ink, and other imaUer indnstries. The North-west Frontier Committee, which waa appoint 
ted on the motion ol SirP. B. Biraswami Aiyer in the Legislative Assemby in iS2i 
to inquire into the expediency of leamalgamating that Province with the Punjab, issued its 
report at the end of Ifarch. I^e majority report opposed re-amalgamatkm and suggested the 
grant of reforms, soch as the creation of a Legislative Coancii etc. The Indian members: 
Ifesan. T. Bangachariar and N. M. Samarth, dissented from the majority view on political 
const liutiona!, and financial grounds and favoured re-ama!gamalion with the Punjab! 
The' Qovt. of Indig have not yet passed orders on the report. Another Committee which 
has issued its report is the Indian Bar Committee. It recommended the abolition of the 
distinctions between the legal practitioners and iostitiitioB in all High Courts of a single 
grade of practitioners to be called << advocates*** It urged removal of distinctions rega^. 
ing all legal appointments. Thera will be no All-India Bar Council but ProTincial 
‘Councils are to be instituted at Calcutta, Kadras, Boulbay, Allahabad, Patna and 
Bangoon. The Council would consist of 16 members of whom eleven shall be 
^lecM hy advocates and four nominated by the High Court. 

Another important report issued during the period is that of the Bombay Kxcisc 
Committee. This Committee was appointed by the Bombay 
The Bombay Excito Oovt. on the recommendation of .the local L«>giSiatarc. The 
Committoo Committee have expressly prononnoed the policy underlying 

their recommendations to be total prohibition and suggested 
radical measnres to be taken for combating the enrse, paiticularly among the indnstrial 
popniation. They have decided upon local option to be the first step in the 

struggle and I'ecommend legislation to enforce the same. Their recommenda- 

tioDS regarding the system of rationing, auctioning liquor, control in mill 
areas, Excise Advisory Committees, special licenses and foreign liquors are 

all designed to carry out this policy. To make up for the loss of revenue from 
this source, which has been advanced as the most powerful argument against the 
policy of prohibition in this country, the Committee suggest the levy of some extm 
taxes which they say will bring in sums larger than the deficit caus^ by carrying 
out their suggestions for restricting the drink traffic. The following are extracts from 
the report 

‘In the first place we are of opinion that in the interests of the community as 
a whole as well as in those of Government the present policy of Government, with 
regard to the manufacture and sale of country and foreign liquor, toddy and shindi, 

and drugs should be altered as quickly as poB8ib*.e. The strong demand which exists 

throughout the country for further restriction, and in due course of the total 
extinction of the alcohol and drug traffic, most be recognised and Government 
ahould declare that the total extinction of this traffic is the goal of its Excise 
policy. 

*The first step which we propose fur the adoption of the policy suggested by us 
is local option. Government should pa^s legislation to grant option to the people of 
a definite area to declare their intention to stop the liquor and toddy traffic in that 
area, and such legislation should provide for a reasonable time for Government t« 
take action to carry out the intention so declared. It should be laid down in the 
local option law that such delay was due solely to financial and no other consider- 
ations. Our object is to make local option eduoative and popular. We are not in favour 
of making the locality directly resp^sible for the loss which will result in revenue 
from the exercise of local veto. All adult men and women of the area whicn 
is exercising the right of veto should have an eqnal right to vote^ The law siiou* 
only authorise a no-flhop veto. Once the locality has gone dry, eithei' by its o 
vote or by the adoption of the other measnres proposed by irt, no further opiw 
should be exercised by the people. 

‘We recommend the definite adoption with certain limitations of the 
system of rationing the quantity Of liquor supplied to sbops^ vrith a 
tion in the quantity issued to each. Equal treatment should be given to i ^ 
as well as country liquor in ifSCLingf the quantity to shops. do 
any further extension of the system of rationing Uquo^-shops to rural areas 
the consumption is small and chances of illicit di^illation and smuggling a 
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Ooterawtf win «l«m»Wy hkw to adopt the aeocNaiy weeiM (« rettoee the oiteic 

Xte th* 'JS 

•So new lioaiie sliOBld be houeforth ieraed by Oovemment in >u* Umim. *«. 
the Mle «t 00 ^ or fmgn liquor or toddy and .hindi, ft ^ 

piopoMd to enbiittiito a toddy shop for a Uqnor shop at a ^porary nn>i^.e ‘ ^ 
•We approw the pi^ poIi<qr of i»lucin« the number of thops, whether for the 
sale of cwintty^ or tore^ liquor or toddy, but we rcoommend that it abound be 
more oonidrttBtly and vigorously adopted. In closing down ccnitty liuuori itotui 
earn ahonld, howew, bo token that the use of tbit liquor it not replaced by that 
of foreign Uqnor. The automatic reduction by any fixcl iieroentagc for all areat. 
or the regnlatiim of ^ number <m a populaUon basis, is not desirable. The reduction 
should bo modo by Government^ after conBulting the excise authoritiee aud adviMoiy 
comuiitteeBi according to the neeciB of the locality and the oircttmHtanccH of 
ihe case.’ 

A Bimilar Exoiee Committee has been accepted by the B. and O. UoTt. bat itJi 
report iB not yet out. 

The secret manner in which the India Office used to buy crores of rupees worth 
id stores for India through a selected body of English Manufaotnrers was for ever 
a cry in the wilderness of the Indian people. This system 
Stores ParcheM Rulea. is now being graduslly done away with, with of course 
the proverbial tardiness of the Government wherever Indian 
iuteiests cfash with those of the British people. On May 6th the GovL of 
India ifisned the new rules for the BurchacO of Btorci in India. A communliiiie of 
that date states : — 

‘‘In their resolution dated the 16th November 1919 the Government of Itnlia 
announced their intention to constitute a committee to deal with the propsal iiuido 
by the Indian Industrial CommiBBion for* the creation of an Indian Btores l>e|Mirtment. 
The terms of reference and perBonnel of this committ<*e were anuoanci>l on 6th 
December 1919. The Committee were diiected to cmiuire and retMirt on tl^ 
measures required to enable Government Departments to obtain their re<|Uirements a» 
fur as possible in India, what central and local agencies should be oonsiitiitrel for 
the purchase and inspection of such requirements and what motlifications of the 
Stores Purchase Rules would be require<i to give effect to their recommemUtions. 
This Committee submitted its report to the Government of India on tho 19ih July 
1920. The Committee were unable to agree in regartl to the modilications which 
sliould be made in the Stores Purchase Rules and certain alternative recomraemlaikitis 
weie offered. The Government of India arriveil at certain provisional ivmc/usiona 
which, together with the revised draft of the Stores Purchase Buies, were sent Us 
the provincial Governments for their consideration aud advice. In the meantime the 
purchase of stores by Governors of provinces hod ceased uinler the reformeil oonsU- 
tuMons to be a general subieot. It was accordingly made clear that the rcviscil 
I'ules under oonSideration were intended for application only to the Government of 
India and to provinces other than Governor’s provinces. On receipt of the replies 
from the local Governments the revisi^’n of the rules was further considered by a 
(UNiimittee the Degislatnre (the Railway Industries Committee) which hml been 
^‘PlH^jintcd in pursuance of a resolution adopted by the Legislative Atwemb’y on Haroh 
1922. The rules approved by this committee w^ere submitted to the 8ecr*;»aiy of 
htatc for his approval. The Secretary of State in Council has now apitroveil the 
which will henceforth regulate the purchase of stores by all ihiinnmenU and 
^‘fficers of the Central Govemmemt and of the Local Governments aiul atlministratjona 
^'ther than those of ttM) Gtovemor’s provinces.” 

The main features of the new rules consist in assertion of a more ileflnlu* 
preference for stoics produoed and roanufactuml wholly or partly in India, ami 
miKirtant exteoskm of the power to pnicbase importeil stores and the mtrwlnirtimi 
a central purchasiiiff agency in India, namely the Indian Stores Department, This 
Department, as annoimoed on the 10th December 1921, was cjcateii on a 

with effect from the 1st January 1922 on which date the ( hief Controller ^ 
tf»rcs assumed charge of his duties and nrocscdeil to formulate a detoiled sdicme of 
’jr^nisation. This soheme after consideration by the Govertiment of 
^^bmittcd to the Secretary of State who has now sanctioned the oonstiintkm of the 
^>»n Stores DeparUnent on a perman^t basis. 
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Tbe pot»itioii of Labour in India while Labour Is in power In England is gtin 
a century behind the times. Two awful trgedles during tbe 
Labour conditions, first six months of the year stand out as a crying shame that 
call for speedy removal. The first was the Bombajr Hill strike 
fiom January to March noticed in our last isene (p. 9). The second was the Cawnpore 
Hill strike on April 4, In both cases bullets were showered in answer to the call of 
hunger. These poor workers who come to the Hills for work are the most destitute 
people on earth. They live on their daily wages, and when driven to despair sod 
treated atrociously, they strike work, and then the Oovemment comes to the aid 
of the capitalists, and the police is too ready to open fire quickly to produce perhaps 
a * moral rffact. An account of the Cawnpore firing is given below. ^ 

On April 4tb there was a dispute over bonus and reduction in wagfs between 
" the cotton mill workers and mill-owners. The worker's struck 
Cawnpore Mill Strike work and gathered round the manager's office demanding 
bonus or else payment of their full wages. The fioroixan 
manager at once apprehended danger and, as it could be had for his mere asking 
calli'd in police aid. Some 20 * Sowar* ' and 50 policemen at once came up and 
laid a cordon round the millbands. Dr. Morarilal/ Hr. Mannilal Avasthi, and 
Hr. Umashankar Dixit, three leading Labour leaders, came to the spot promptly 
and conducted an enquiry. They tried to ascertain the grievances of the strikers, 
and on their representation tbe ^management eventually promised to pay off the 
last month's wages on the 16th, but nothing for the days of the current month or 
bonus. They tried to arrive at a compromise on the basis that the workers continue 
up to the 15t.h when they were to be paid in full. The management wanted rhiee 
days time for reckoning. But Jater when the strikers were being informinl of the 
compromise, the manager who had been talking on tbe phone came down an«i 
said that the compromise was unacceptable. Doctor Horarilal .then tried to per- 
suatle the workers to leave and to elect 20 representatives who could help in 
the negotiations for a settlement. Tbe strikers agreed, and Mr. Mannilal Avasthi \va& 
inducing the laborers to walk out of the mill premises. More than three-founhs of 
tbe rtrikers left. About SOO were then inside tbe compound, and remained sitting' 
peacefully or loitering about. The management seemed to resent the iuten'cntion 
of outsiders. Besides a lew' spectators there were the Superintendent of lolice, 
the Kotwal City Magistrate, some Sub-Inspectors of Police and 40 constables, ana 
all the Anglo-Indian employees of tbe mill. At this stage, about 40 mourUd ariDfil 
Policemen were brought in from behind. The Superintendent of Police now hurrioiiy 
fold the stiikcrs that Sowars had come, and if they did not leave, they would 
forcibly ejected. One by one the strikers were slowly leaving. Of those remaining, 
some appeared agitated. Tbe mounted Police cleared the ground by means of 
about a yard or less in length. Suddenly, the mounted Police charged the crowd. 
Dr*. Moiarilal with raised hands asked the Police to stop, and assured them that 
the. remaining strikers would soon disperse. The Doctor's words went unheeded, aod 
he w'as knocked down by a horse. Volunieefs picked the Doctor up and placed 
him on the verandah. Many others were also knocked down. When the mounted 
Police reached Mr. Umashanker, he told them to stop and added that they could to 
if they liked, but he was persuading the strikers to leave. In reply, he was heavily 
belabored by the mounted Police as well as by the constables on foot and wat^ 
turned out with the rest. Charging all round, the Police ejected all the strikers oui 
of the compound within 8 or 4 minutes. Those left behind wer-e beaten and k;fk©i 
by the police and the Anglo-Indian employees of the mill. The Sowars wert| aov 
at the gate and the striken now outside became excited and ww seen running in 
search of stones or biicks. When the shower of stones ihoivased in intenfliy, 
the sowers withdrew and the crowd at tlie gale swelled, Tbe mounted 

after withdrawing, fireil for the first time from a distance of 3d 
and a portion of the crowd began to disperse. Some Jabom*ers wlio 
at the gate shonted CAubrao Aakm, ChucM Fin Hai, Kya Golt Thora Chalafg« W 
be oonfWd, it is blank fire, they won’t really fire.) At this stage the ‘«P* 
tendffii ielephonecl to some one. Near the verandah of the office were id _ 
liniied policemen, and from that spot one ur two more voUeys. were 
gale. The people were hui-t, and legan to run. crying and shouting 
Hai Chhara Laga /they are firing, I am hurt}. Tao more voUeys 
one from the interior of the compound and the other from the gate at ‘ 
two’ or three minutes. Yelling and slnleking the crowd -then began to 
i’iiferent direttions and the road in y^be ncighbourbootl of the gate 
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INTRODUCTION 

Aft«r tW« voUejrs were fixed fwm outckle the gMe iri 

^**i^*direoiioii*. Firing then atopped and <kad aiieuce prevailed all loaua. The 
sal oped their homes and charged the men in hiding incrcilett».y. The whole 
ne \vas <£e <rf deiK>.ation, Altogether some 8 dictl at tiic 8()ot and <)niie a large 
^ber were wounded. 

The Anglo-Indian newspapers raised the cry of * rebellion/ ainl trie<l ht show 
the ndu-hands had turned bo.nhevist. On Iday Hth a motion was biought in the 
that MO House of Coiumous by Mr. Orumly (see p. 763) witii a view 

n to ameliorate tho condition of Indian Lal^urera. At unco a 

B hue and cry was laiscd in India by ilie mill and mine iu> 

* to®'*® terests controlled by British capitalists, and the Kuroptaii 

A««rK'iation of Bengal staitcd a campaign both in liniia and Bnglaiul so tliai Indian 
LaSiuJ may be left wba*e tucy are to th6 teudei* memies of their oaploitcra 

At a packed meeting of the Manbhum Branch of the fiuropeau AsMicialion on 
ifiav May 17th, the Branch passed a ^c^o ution that as icpivseiiuitivm of British 
miniUment and British Labour in the coal lields, they ilcpiorcil the ignorance oT 
•I^^mhbible members of the House of Commons and strongly im-nuti the iinputations 
th iciu made. The European Association categorically denied toe charges maile by 
Hr. Grundy and issued fcueir denial as follows. 

•* Milling conditions in the coal fields as compared with Kugiaiul are cxi^eptiouaby 
..I Tht» thickness of seams varies from 8' to 40’ luul workers can woik uprigin. 
In Imlia immemorial custom makes the family the laboui unit, Kiuiuiries further siiow 
riiat the labourer would sooner leave the coai iic.ds than bp d‘*pnvc«l of the absistanoo 
i hi. woSSTfoik. To .woi-e a happy lami.y iifc ib the ica.ou for r*rtrictm« 
wmiien in mines in England, whereub similar legislation in India i. more likwiy 

to have the opposite effect! 

To tlie charge of Mr. Oruudy tl»t tlw standard of living of the minors in Imlia 
ha. boen beaten down, the Association replietl : 

•‘r’ar from the standard of living having hem beaten down, imtoagemmls am 
Fi>.irivi>urinir to raise the standard as the industrial u.ir.d in India i» siilloriiig from 
Nil e oif w4«i t«o high in ratio to the existing standard of living (!) ‘''J; 

tut mhour wo^s ‘Ulow’’, the workers only doing a .uHiowut nomhw of hour, 
work a week to provide him with wliat he oonslders the ttecessllics <»l hie. 

‘•Mr Grundv*. solution is to give the Indian miner a vote. Mr. ariindy dus not 
apparomiy kiZ Zt the Imlian labourer is large y an 

work, in the minee when he liad noilnng to do mimng 

luiiiiy of them have votes in rural coastiiucuis. Apart fiom that tin, l ndian m n g 

popu.atiou is a floating one ami it would bs impossible i" ."^laldiutlal 

fraiwhise for him since the essential basis for the exercise ol a vote is a icsld.iitia 

•‘rbe'**^ral ignorance of conditions in India is so deplorable that thiw«^ w>‘“ 
liavf* the iuujicsts of India at heart can only regret *'^*‘**' 1*1* jin^j out 

of men who show little knowledge of the r^iuircment. ami ‘‘"'i 

tl.e truth about India. The India OlHce reply was weak in the extrem... liny surey 
have the tiue facts or can obtain them if they want to i i, uwi 

The truth <rf the matter is that Ubour in Imlia is LTng to 

100 w.ak to organise itself : and the interests that JS,** (kmgfcss, 

kwii it down under heels have been very strong- Kven ' uiwlei* veiy unhappy 
Ik- fourth sesaioo of which was held at Calcutta ou 30 th March umlti ^e^y unuai hj 

Bobhavimn i. India J'f 7^*n»rtr“Ki'^ 

in India! The real point was howevw the muob 

put in evidence and no case was really made foi „bro,,| u was tlie dfst 

interest not only b«e in India but alar »n , In,iia. Tho point ws. 

oven act of the authorities to stop -ooialism a.io^fter ra , plhn- 

whether toeiauim, miseaHad boJsUcvibm, **’ ■ I,,' Kagiaml^over this atair 

Ubour kaders^ England tried to raise *8'“^**^ on May »lKlt 
but to no effeifl;. ^Etar a protracteil trial jmlgmrnt was oe.iver s ^ 

fo.lows : 4 fe 
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(1) KaHsI Bbubaa DMgopU wboie Aim to wid lo ha Nidisi Svmr Qbdu 

SiMralMit CtffliAai, <d> tfuAdltor ibliMl, Aod (4) Bbftpat Aa^ Daagc w«r« 
iliAfiAdi wUli anapifiog to wage wot ogAt&it tia Kiiig*Baperox in At aneb «• 
tbej oonipind to depti? e the Klsg^Baptra of bto tofeaigntp of BrHtob India bv 
ncnnt of flolent xefolation. It wm nltoged tbnt tbeio entoli Is Entope n Mfolntio&arv 
nrgnnitotios koown no tho Oomaontit iaterontiosnl, that a Motlos of it haifor iu 
•bjoot tbo fofmation of aflUiatad organtoatioBa is the Baat, that thto lectioa it 
^teialned to eetablith a branch in India noder one oaling biawlf Ifahendrt 
Hath Boj (hto xeal saae being Naasdra Nath Bbattacharja), that H. N. Boy 
and the aooneed oomnnnieated with eaeh other and entered into a oonepiraey to 
eitablieb a branch In India, that the party wae gnlded, supported and dnanced by 
^ Third Commnntot International through IL N. Boy> and that the Illegal aod 
abe ferolnttonavy aotlrities were to be masked and forwarded by oslestibly legal 
sMwelatioso. 

All the aecnsed denied the charge and professed that th^y do not hold the yiewt 
nttxibnted to tben. Dange admitted that he corresponded bnt merely to get material 
lor bis stndtoi and Joarnalism. Other aocnsed denied all knowledge of or responsibility 
for the oorrespondenoe. The aecnsed did not esamine any defence witness. The 
sfldcnce for the proseontion consisted soainly of letters and papers Intercepted by 
the C. 1. D. The Jodge eontidered it proted beyond donbt that there was a con. 
•piracy and all the font aecnsed were members of that conspiracy. 

Most of the doonments prodoced were not oonneeted with the aecnsed, bot the 
judgment said that certain doonments haye by entirely ooneinoing erldence bwo 
profcd to bate been fonnd on Usmanito person when arrested. £>y*s letter fam 
Berlin beginning with Dear Uimanl ** showed that Usmanl was one of 
the fife chief agents of Boy in India, that Usmanl was being financed by Roy and 
was spreading re?otntionary propaganda and carrying ont hto orders regatdisg 
the bnilding of a national tefolntionary organisation. 

The Judge said that the exhibits prosed the existence of a conspiracy ssd 
the part ^ayed by the aocnsed Usmanl. In addition to the direct evidence 
ngalnst Usmanl the fact that he dnded the police raid, and had no legitinste 
means of livelihood, tell strongly against him. An exhibit prosed that Uimsn/i 
Oawpote address was a lie. As regards Mnsaffai Ahmad, the esidenoe of the iishtmt 
Jailor if. the Prrsidency Jail, Calontia, prosed that while Interned in that jail, 
Mnsatfar Ahmad wrote two letters. Ssidenee on this point wai tot tbaken by 
eijis-examiuatlon. Moaaflar Ahmad farther did not deny having written tboN 
lAters bnt took rsfnge nnder the plea that be did not remember whether tfaiw 
doonments were written by him. 

The important witnese against Nalini Qnpta was Kiran Bebary Boy, a Besgiii 
inoorporated soiionniant drawing a salary of over Bf. 1.000 per month frem the Be* 
Indian Ascnrauce Company, Bombay. He was an old ihiend of the aecnsed Laviog 
lived together in Olargow and Caientia. Nalini went to him and said be was going to 
Madras. Nalini bad come to India from Bniope tbrongb Mesopotamia after shoot lix 
weeks K, B. Roy received letteia from Nalini from eome Bnropesn coontry. 

One Abani Mnkher]e«»*s letter was the important esidenee against Nalini. Absoi 
Mnkberjee wanted to snp plant M. N. Boy and complained to Comiade Zinownr, 
Chairman, Exeontise Committee, Third International. Nalini like the other seemed 
was not shown to base any definite meant of enhstotenee apart frem the noney not 
him by Boy. The Judge found that Nalini’s guilt waa char. 

Three points arose with reference to Dange’s centention : (1) Did Boy sid oii 
fellow oonapiretore look upon Dange ae one of themselves, for if they did not 
Dange’s defence was <stablitb<d ; (2)11 atswir to (1) is in the tfflrnatise did Bsige 
encourage them to believe that he wai a member of the conspiracy, for |f be o 
not, Dange's ilelence was again established; (8) If answer to (I) and (2) 
affirmative, can it be held that aUbxd^ Dange pretended tc be a member, "e ^ 
not in faet one and only reprepentoti btmselC ae one for the sake of 
advantage. 

Boy thronghont wrote to Dange ae one of the inner circle of 
Dange wae invited to the propoeed oonference at Lncknow. Boy proposed uavg 
n irember of a smell and presumably select commlseion to elaborate bis p’ogrs ' 
OaiigH was contldered to bold in oonsplracy an iLflnential position. TheJoog® 
all the points aga nst Dangp and raid that tbsse font ciTenmitances, » ibcy 
by ib mseivfs, wonld not necessarily justify finding cf Dangers gnilt tbit 

aloed they put the finishing tench If tli|^ were needed. Tim remarks anggec^’^B 
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rye< «» •"» — • Je P- I. D. If Ueoge wonld not ba*e bees • fadblal IoIIowm 

„l Boy »ha totlef wo*W not bare eeatond to wiiie to him ia the etylo to Jw tS, 
jadge tbwaloia •oaeieted Daaga. ^ ” ""*• **• 

Agieeing with the aiaenori wbew they fuoad tto aceoMd 'gailu' aad dlManoiao 
where they fon^ the Mcaeed ‘oot goilty, tto Jodge eenteaeed all the lout toJSSd 
%c fottr jOBTO* rigoTom inupilaoBmeiit. eocufeci 


Chronicle of Events — April — June 1924 

27 Mar. ’24 C. P. MinihU'i-a resi|niiHl & Oovcrnor t(Kik ovi-r c'liar^'w of tmiiafrrrtii 

Dept^ (p. 874) 

Oektification of Finam'K Uill : Statmeni publittliisl iu a 
of Indite Extraordinary giviiiy; the Viceroy’* leatKmp. 

M Mar. ’24 Tia<le tTuion CoiigrcK*, Kouitli Ses* on, hel.i at OaleutCi on pn^vutiin 

day with Mr. C. R. Das in the Chair tmnie to an eiiti (hire p. r»m) 

I April *24 Indian Luboiers in BritiBli Cuiana shot tlown by I’oIUh? fm having 

gone on wrikc ami allegwl noting. 

In the Bengal lifgiB’ative Council, Swarajist k uiul Nationiilisti* ^urH- 
tioneti the action of the Governor in hoMing confereure with a certain 
section of the niemberB of the Council to wcurc their sup|Kirt for the 
Builget, and in protest left the ChanVjer amidst boisterous scenes (nci? p. 42fi) 
The ivmaining demands were then passed cd hoc. 

In the Assam Legislative Council a motion that Ministers should n>ceivc 
Rp. 1,500 |>er mensem was itaased by a majority <»f one viue. 

C. I*. Govt. cain|)aign start(*<l against Swarajists (p. H7I). 

2 April '24 I^la Harkishen Lai a<hlrc8sed the Indian Parliamentary Committee. 

In Assam Council motion for abolition i>f ('ommisHioncrslnph carrictl, 
Mr. Shaukat Ali issucil rep!y to the Koine Dei»artiuent on ivfusal id 
passports ami controverted Sir Malcolm Hailey *s s|Kreh in the AsHCiuh.'y. 

.‘i April *24 Mr. V. ,1. Patel elceled Presulcnt of the Bombay Corporation. 

Indian Colonies ('ouunittec sat for 2 hrs. at the India onicc hi 
discuss their instructions, 

f A|Hii *24 Ca«n]H>rc Milbhands struck work for not getting their tluc wagi’S . 

subseqnently they were tirtil uinm and dispnjWMl by the Police . 
some died and many woundeil. 

i April *24 Satyagraha at Vaikoin njsumed. Mr. K. P. Kesava Meiion and T. IC. 

Marlhavan were scntcmHMl to six months* simple iiitpi isonmcni. 
India in Parliament.— A string of questions on IrolUi wnv put 
anil answcnxl in the OoinnioiiH (see p. 727). 

Third Shahitli .latha arrested at Jaito 

B. ^ (4. Council cuts in the Budget, restored by tiovornor by cciliiieaf ion, 
A|>ril ’24 l^rd Willingdoii retireil from the Kcvernorship of MrolmK 
'* Api'il *24 Replying to a qutfstiuu wlielh«*r Me>Ms. (tainihi, Has, ami Nehru lijul 

been invited to a London Conf<*i**ne.i- by the (lahinei, tin* Premier 
denied the suggestion: Mr, Haiigacluiri gave an aildress at the Hoiisi* 
of Coiiuuons to the liulian C«»nimiftee, 

Arrest of Leaders at Vaikom, 

House of Lords |>itss«.:d the first remliug of ilir Bill to eiuiblc th*^ 
Viceroy, Commnndcr-iii-Chief, etc, to pirc^ed to England on leave. 

Mr. Shaukat Ail mldresse<l wKtoml cable to MuMapha Kenml Pasha 

I'citerating Indian views on the Ivhilafat question (hce p. til), 

II April *24 I’nnjab Govt, issuetl communique api)ointjng the Birdwool < ominiitM 

to settle Sikh Guniwara questions by compromisf. 

^4 April ’24 Important iiuestions on India askrti in the Commons on the Jaito 

and C'awr.i>orc firing, ilismissal of 700 offioials in Bengal etc (see p. 728), 
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MeHttiH. George Joseph, K. G. Nair and Sebastian arrested at Vaikom. 
Lord Goscben took orer charge as Governor of Madras. 

15 April ’24 Viscount Curzou’s motion on India in the Oommons (see p. 734) 

16 April ’24 Me. C. B. Das elected Mayor of Calcutta by 59 votes to 13. He si:>i 

that the policy of the new Cor{>oratioD would not he obstraction. 

Maharaja Burdwan resigned seat in Bengal Exeentive Council ; 
Mr, B. N. Basu appointed in his place. 

17 April ’24 Aliporc Conspiracy Case : all accused were released, and the Judge 

expressed strong disapproval of the police mcthoilB. Immediately Hftf-r 
release the four accused were again arrested under Regulation in, 

18 April ’24 Fourth Shahidi Jatlia arrived at Jaito and arrested. 

U. P. Liberal Conference opened at Allahabad (see p. 673) 

T9 April ’24 C. P. Kon-Brahmin Conference opened at Morsi by Kao Baha«lui 
Jadhav, Minister, Bombay. 

Speaking at the J^abour Conference at York the Premier made ua 
important announcement on India (see p. 706). 

21 April *24 The European Association, Calcutta, addressed letter to the Secretary 

of State legarding the present political situation in the country, (p, 090) 

22 April ’24 Before Mr. H. E. Holme, Sessions Judge of Cawnpore, commenced thf 

famous Bolshevick conspiracy case. (p. xvii). 

April *24 Dr. Annie Besant issued statement announcing that the National i\tu. 
vention was established at Allahabad on 22nd April, 1924. 

25 April ’24 All-India Swarajya I’arty. — With a view to formulate the future proj^ramin- 

the Executive Committee of the party met in Conference in Bombay 

26 April '24 The Hrst report of tlie Indian Tariff Board published (see p. 617). 

Madras Religious Endowments Bill: A lengthy cablegram, costing (iv«i 
Kb. 700 was sent by Mr. Horakoppa Krishna Uao, Secretary of tin; liiuiUi 
Conference Deputation, to His Majesty’s Secretaiy of State lor linli.*, 
for the reservation of the Bill for His Majesty’s pleasure. 

28 April ’24 Maharashtra Provincial Conference met at Ja’gaon Petb, Mr. 
dhar Deshpaude presiding strongly attacked Swarajists. 

Bombay Corporation by 62 to 13 votes decided to present an aildiv-^ 
to M. Gandhi, Messi’s V,C, Setbna anti H. P. Mody supporting. 

30 Ai»iil ’24 Sir M. O’Dwyei’s libel action against Sir Sankaran Nair came ii' 
before Mr. Justice McCardic. 

Bombay Excise Committee made drastic proposa-’s aiming at u’t nn:* 
total prohibition. 

The National Administrative Council of the Independent Labour I’ar^y 
agreed to a resolution welcoming the Prime Minister’s York statemour 
that the Government was prcparcfl io meet Indian representatives. 

1 May ’24 Fifth Shahidi Jatha left Amritsar for Jaito. 

2 May ’24 Party of 12 Akalis arrived at Vaikom to conduct Satyagralia 

<)()en a free kitchen for untouchables. 

4 May ’24 Amritsar Police arrested Kartar Singh, Head Granthi, Golden Temp •• 

5 May ’24 Indian Questions in Parliament (sec p. 761). 

6 May ’24 New Stores Purchase Rules issued by Govt, of India in a Communique- 

7 May ’24 Sir Edward Maclagan lelt Lahore on retirement. 

Dispute between Swami Sachklaiiand and the Mahant of 
began in the matter of the purity of temple affairs. Bcgiiiruoi? 
Tarakeswar trouble, 

8 May ’24 Lord Olivier received a deputation of prominent Indians in 

the question of Reforms, 

lO May ’24 Sixth Shahidi Jatha left Amritsar for Jaito. 

Dr. Besant, Mr, Sastri, Sir B. C. Mitra, and Sir Edwin and 
Emily Lutyens landed in London. 

12 May ’24 In the Cawnpore Conspiracy Case warrant for the 

Mahendranaih Roy was issued. 
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CHRONICLE OF EVENTS x,! 

Bengal Governor's CowfmMmjwe certifyinj; ilie refusM lUi.l-'i li.>a,K is.ue .1 
The Steel Industry (Protection) Bill was (.ublishcl : the puhlioatioii 

in the 0 / /»<& aiiioumeil )o its formal imroluetioa in th< 

Assembly. 

Report of the Tariff Board residing import duty on Sulphur jwiu »«!. 
Oujerat I'olitical Coafereuc; opmid a»; U trsad (p. r»78|. 

Debate in the House of Commoiis on Indian L\b »r eondiiio is (p. 7vi). 
Govt, of India Communique on Reforms Knquiiy iHsiutl (p. .'iii). 
Tarakeswar Trouble.— serious frictions betwisen sMahibiixla' vohmtr m 
under Swami Sachidanand and S.tnaiana Dhanna Sab'ia vu uui vrs 
under Svirami Abhedanand occurretl at Tarakeswar. 

Universities Conference opmeil by His Kxcjlleney l.orA Ura*bug in 
the Legislative Assembly (?liamber, Sim'a. 

(lawuporc Rolshevick Case : dudgnient deliverer! by ihr Sessions " 
of Cawiipore in the Rolslicvik tionB[>iracy C’ase and the fi»ur accusini 
sentenced to four years' rigorous iinprisoiimint eacli. 

Tarkeswar Trouble: Hatyagraha was htaitni. 

In a letter to the Governor of Bomb:iy l.or«l tMiviiM* ilifw attention 
10 the haivlship the Hoinljay Mill opi^rativcs have to surfr;* oy having 
to wait for payment of wage's until the middle of the luontli. 
Meeting of the Council of the Alblridia MiHliin Lvagoe held ar 
Ijahore and about a htiiidn'il prominent Mussalmans attcnde«l. 

Bombay Provincial I/ib.*ral Uonferemte : Mr. II. S. Kaiuii pr.'sUling 
made a speech Bcathingly denouncing the Swaraj Party and vln*ir j»vi i. y. 
Fifth Shahidi Jatha enterel the Nablia State boiiuilary and was 
peacefully arntsted and suit away by s|>ec:a‘ train. 

Gandhi Swarajist Conference : The long ]oi)k'?il f.»r s».at.cmcnt by M. 
Gandhi and that by the Swarajist leaders on the qii stioa of 
entry into the t.'ouncils hy the C<»rigicshfne*n issued !<» tin* puUhc . 
Universities Conference: Cn tin- motion of Ur. tJour, ii was rcso.v- 
• •d that a Central Cniversity Hurcaii slmuld In* estabbsln-d. 

Mr. Shaukat Ah, Pri^sidcnt of tin* Khiiatat Committer, issurtl a vriy 
long statement concerning the reconstruction of Muslim Society (p. ttVii. 
SIB ASHUTGSH MUKHKltlKK J>IK1> \V PATNA. 

At the All-India Muslim League a lengthy nvso ut.ion was moved »»y 
Mr. Sheik Alidul Qiulir for tlic proterunu of iniuoritirs. 

Lee Commission Report pubiislied. 

Lmliaii Taxation Cominiuec ap{iohit.ed by a tJovi. of India rmiiutiitn- 
Fifty uoii odicial members of tlic L‘'gir-Iative ABsriiibly 
informal discuesioa in Simla on the tablcil am ^udmenis to tin* Tai df liiiJ. 
Hcngal Government issueil a long Pirsh «:t»irimiinj.|iji* on Tarkrswar 
in which it staUd that the Govrrnm :nt would •iIimtv*; tin*, pn; <:y »if 
iion-iiiterfcrenc4t and preservation of ‘ law ami «)rtli*r ' 

House of Commons interpallaiions on India (p. 

The Assembly met at Simla. Horne Member mmie a hratrimnit on tho 
Lee Kejiort (see p. 645.r 

The special session of the Council of Strur commence*!. 

M. Gandhi's Manifesto «»n (’onificiw ()rg;ini»ati*m insned (h*'* p. f»G<a;, 
in the Legislative As»;mb!y, Hie Lee Comniiss*m’s report wa*i Urougli!. 
up again on a for afljournment. 

Pandit Motilal *leclirie*l offer *»f a seat, »m tdie Reforuis Cornmiti 'c. 

The Nationalist |>arty of the Legislatifc ABsembly held a meeting 
and decided not to make voting on the Tariff Bill a party .lu-stion. 
The Bengal Pnwincial Coiiferencri hcl*l in S**rajguugc. ts->c p. *bi6 ) 
Bengal Provincial Confcrcnoir carrh**! thr rcBo iiLioii on ilopiiiath Saha» 
House of t'omrnons inrerp dlations on India (p. 
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3 Jntifr *24 In the House of Lords Lord Peel raised the qaestion of Lma 
Oiiviei*B letter to Mr. tiatyamurti ; in the Commons Prof. Kichaids 
laid that the Bcforms Enquiry Committee wonld not examim* thi- 
impel fections of the 1919 Act. 

Justice McOardie gaire soandaloas summing up of the O'Dwycr-Nuii 
Case to the Jury (sec p. 787). 

& June *24 Justice McCardie gave judgment in the O'Dwyer-Nair Case awanl. 

iLg till' Michael damages £ 600 and costs of the suit alxmt 
£ 20,000 against Sir Sankaran. 

June *24 Debate in the Commons on Lord Winterton^s motion on India (p, 778). 

9 June *-4 In the Assembly a motion for adjournment to consider the judgmfut 
in the O’Dwyer libel suit w^as ruled out of order. Sir P. S. Siyaswami 
Aiyar’s resolution on the Lee report was substantially adopted. 

Six lady volunteers, incluiling Mrs. Naicker, Mrs. Gandhidas Mutiiu> 
swami and Miss Channar offered Satyagraha at Vaikom. 

10 June ’24 Tarkeswar : Swami Sacchidanand and Ilf Satyagrahists, including 3;> 

women, arresteil on a charge of trespassing into the Mahant’s iiouse. 

11 June ’24 Memorandum of the National Convention Deputation to England drawn 

up to be presented to the Sec. of State (p. 702). 
lit June ’24 The Sw'aiaj Party of the Assembly framed revised rules governing 
the policy an<l programme of the Party at Simla. 

V ceroy gave assent to the Steel Industry Protection Bill which cain* 
into operation from this day. 

First Reform Committee met at Simla without notice to non•official^ 

]7 June ’24 Sardar Mahindar Singh, M.L.o.| sentenceil to two A half years rigorous 
imprisonment ami Ks. 1500 line for enteitaining a Shahid! Jatha. 

IS June ’24 lUp.ying to questions arising from the O’Dwyer case in the Com!nou^ 
hlr. MacDonald said that the finding of the Jmy did not cnnta;i; 
any indication or suggestion that General Dyer was not fairly dealt 
with, and his Government agreed with the late Government in tii< 
judgment passed on bis action. 

Sit> June ’24 Gazette Extraordinary published the Home Department rpsolut:i>n aj* 
pointing the llcforms Enquiry Committee ; 

20 June ’24 Tarkeswar Satyagraha : Total number of volunteers arrested u{> i- 
date came up to 645, including 26 women. 

22 June ’24 Cumn unal Fracas in Delhi : A fiacas between some Arya Samajisli^ 

Hindus and Muhammadans behind the Jumma Masjid in Delhi tv 
lu.tcd in injuries to about 8 members. 

23 June ’24 In the Commons Professor Richards gaid that l40Td Olivier Inid r»- 

ccivrd statements of view's from Indian deputations but was not i»ie- 
pared to publish tliera. Mr. Laiisbury’s motion on Justice McCard-^ 
shelved, 

25 June ’24 imlian Colonics Committee met in London. 

Demonstration in the Quern’s Hall, London, in favour of Home l'»»* 
for India (p. 704). 

Central Khi:afat Committee held at Delhi discusseii ami passed sevri 
important resolutions (p. 648) 

Joint meeting of the Executiws of the National Tra«lc Vnion> 
the National Labor Party of England led by Mr. Smillie, was 
to press for shortening the ten years’ period of ref oms in itidi . 

27 June ’24 Tarill Board commenced public enquiry on protection of (lement Indus'' r). 

The famous A.I,O.C. meeting opened at Ahmedabail with M. Mahoinr«' 
Ali as President (see p. 607). g,, 

June ’24 The first Ulkal Piovincial Conference was held in Cuttack witi 
P. C. Ray as PresidenT. jj, 

2.' Juu‘ ’24 A. I. C. C. adopted the first resolution on spinning, 

Gandhi’s suggestion the penal clause was removetl ; a conq 
arrivcii at on th * second and third resolutions. 
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The C. P. Dead-lock & After 


(Contmucd fiom Page 264 ) 

After , the wholesale rejection of the budget by the Swaraiiats in 
the C. P. Council n Govt Resolution was published at the end of March 
in the CBHtaaL Paoviit<ss Gazbttb explaining the action taken by the 
Governor. After narrating the circumstances and disoussUiff oossible 
contses of action, the Resolution says : — 


This emergency has arisen from the refusal of the Legislative 
Council to vote any demands. The poirer conferred with reference to 
expenditure on transferred subjects is thus more restricted than that 
conferred in regard to reserved subjects. In the former case an emer* 
gency must have arisen rendering the authorisation of expenditure 
necessary for carrying on of a department, in the latter all expend!* 
tore may be restored which is essential for carrying on the ordinary 
administration. In authorising expenditure His Excellency has observed 
the following principles. In the reserved subjects the budget provision 
has for some years* owing to financial stringency, been curtailed to a 
minimum, and His Excellency has therefore certified the votable ex* 
penditure in these subjects with the exception of some items which 
can be postponed without serious detriment to the administration or 
loss to the provincial revenues. 

In the transferred departments, on the other hand, His Excellency 
has been able only to authorise expenditure on the scale nooessary for 
the carrying on of each department. Certain items which are classed as 
‘new expenditure* but which are really commitments of the Government 
in accordance with past practice, such, for instance, as grants to local 
bodies for general purposes, have been authorised, but other new ex- 
penditure proposed in the budget for schemes of development cannot 
be authorised, and these schemes must be postponed till funds are 
voted for them by the Council. Such projects include the construction 
of several new roads and bridges in Berar, new educational buildings, 
the improvement of water-supply including boring operations, the 
District Health Ofi&cers* scheme, the improvement of hospitals, the ap- 
pointment of an Industrial Chemist, experiments for the improvement 
of sugarcane and so forth. The postponement of these schemes must 
inevitably have the regrettable effect of arresting the development of 
the province, and the act on of the Legislative Council necessarily falls 
most heavily on the transferred subjects, where development is most 
required. Again. His Excellency the Governor is advised that he has 
no legal power to authorise the payment of reasonable salaries to 
Ministers. The result of the refusal to vote salaries for the Ministers 
is, therefore, that the ofi^ce of Minister cannot be filled, and His Ex- 
cellency has been obliged to take over temporarily the administration 
of the transferred subjects, the province being thus deprived of the 
most important advance towards self-government made by the Govern- 
ment of India Act. 

Following these principles, Hit Excellency the Governor has 
ex rcised his statutory powers to authorise expenditure to the extent 
shown in the Appendix. The budget as introduced, excluding capital 
and debt h^s, provided for an estimated revenue of Rs. 9,31,^1,000 
and an eatifiated expenditure of Rs. 3,29.3fi.oco, thus giving a surplus 
of Rs. 2,45,000. Including the amounts now authoriced# the provioclsl 
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expeaditdre will be reduced to Re. 5«2i»09,257. The expenditure not 
cbargealde to revenue will be reduced from Re. 740^*000 to Re. 69.31,000 
As a reeult of the action taken by His ExceUency the Governor 
in consequence of the refueCl of the Legislative Conndl to vote 
any demands^ the principal items omitted from the budget are as follows 

A— Reserved Subjects. 

FpRSSTs—- Purchase of 5 claimants Rs. 22,500, Purchase of 2 hay 
presses Rs. 6000/ Improvements of clerks* pay Rs. 5 * 5 ^<’t ^^^truction 
of new roads Rs. 75,000. Education (European Schools)— Grant to 
Christ Church Boys’ School, Jubbulpore, for Science equipment Rs. 4,000. 
Miscellaneous Departments— Preparatira of an index figure of the cost 
of living Rs. 6.000. 

B— Transferred Subjects. 

General Administration— Salaries and travelling allowance of Ministers 
Rs. 74,998. Education— Equipment for the Engineering School Rs. 5000. 
Conversion of twenty lower division posts to upper dividon in the 
Subordinate Educational Service Rs. 4,000. Extension of female edu- 
cation Rs. 4,311. Grants to local bodies for compulsory primary education 
Rs. 10,000. Contribution to the Victoria Technical School, Bombay, for 
the training of twelve Central Provinces students Rs. 2 400. MEOrcaL— 
Health propaganda work in Herat Rs. 2,403. Grant to the Muir Memo- 
rial Hospital, Nagpur, for buildings Rs. 5,000. Provision for the treatment 
of venereal diseases Rs. 2,000. Grants for dispensary buildiogs*Rs. 2,500. 
Grants for quarters for Medical Subordinates Ks. 14,000. Public Health 
—Grant to the Distict Council, Amraotl, towards the Health Officer's 
Scheme Rs. 10,000. Improvement of water-supply in the rural areas 
Rs. 10,000. Agriculture— provision for sugarcane experiments Rs. 15,000. 
New plant and agricultural implements for demonstration purposes 
Rs. 10,000. Oil engine .and pumps lor Damoh farm Rs. 3,500. Industries 
-^Appointment of an Industrial Chemist and staff Rs. 15,500. Civil 
Works— Quarters for the Sub-Divisional Officer, Public Works Department, 
Ellicbpur Rs 8,900. Additions and alterations to the District Court-house 
at Wardha Rs. 20,000. New building for the Anglo- Vernacular School 
hostel at Morsi Rs. 20,000. New building for the Anglo- Vernacular 
School, Muogeli Rs. 17,500. Additions and alterations to the High School 
building, Balaghat Rs. 11,000. Additions and alterations to the Model 
High School hostel* Jubbulpore Rs. 30,000. Hostel for the Anglo-Verna- 
cular Middle School, Murtizapur Rs. 20,000, New building for the 
Anglo- Vernacular School, Murtizapur Rs. 20,000. Extension of the Akola 
High School hostel Rs. i8,ooo. Raising in class of the Digras Pussd 
road Rs. 40,000. Improvement of the ghat on the Malkapur-Buldaaa 
road Rs. 20.000* Causeway over the Adan river on the Darwha-Yeotmal 
road Rs. 15,000. Submerged bri^j^ pver the Cbenakoli river OQ t®® 
Darwha-Digras road Rs. 15,000. Cqiii^uction of a bridge on the El ichpur- 
Anjangaon road R«, 20,000. Submii|ji 4 bridge on the Yeotmal-VVuo 
road Rs. 20,000. Grant to Dtstri®"j|puncil, Amraoti, for raising in cl®*® 
oif the road from Warud to WarPSt Rs. 30.000. Grant to the Oistrici 
Council, Amraoti, for construct^h' of the Pohora-^Chhndur Railway roa 
Rs, 1 8,000. Reserve for unioFf^eh major works, reduced from Rs. 
to Rs. 50,000, Rs. 22,000. Invealdgation of water-suj^ply project* Rs. 

Boring operations in Amraoti district for water-supply R®. * 3 . • 

New tools^ aod plant, reduced from Rs. 88,doo to Bm. 50,000, ' 

Miscellaneous— Grant to, fjalgaon Municipal Committee Rs. 
serve’ for transferred depKrtments Rs, 1,50,000. LoiiNS ania Adva 
BY THE PrO^wncial GbVBRNUfBNT — ^Proyisioh £6r a loan to the 
Municipal Committee Rs« ,4, 50,000. 
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jQic^riiinent Propaganda Against Swataji«ts 


The ntoation erssted in the Central Provinces by the Sersnyists 
hy throvioK put the whole Budget in the Council pl^od Ooverinnent 
in a fix. 'Xlifl Govomot no doubt exercised in full the statutory powers 
conferred oP him by the Government of India Act and the Ooverameut 
was carried on along the old autocraiao lines without the showy gilding 
of a Council or Ministers. The two Ministers handed over charge of 
their offices on March 27th, and the Governor then took up the 
temporary administration of the transferred subieote after certifyinR that 
an emergency had arisen. The Secretary of State’s Siinction was souglit 
for an extra Indian Executive Councillor to do the work oi the 
Mirastors; A dissolution of the Council and U»o ordorins of a new 
election would have followed the impasse into which the Council had thrown 
the Government but it appears that the lical Government was advised by 
higher authorities to temporise and wait and watch the Swanuist 
movements. So long as the country was strong in support of the 
.Swaraiist, a now election of course would give them a groatev tyiumpn, 
and Government could not take up the challenge. Instoml oi doing this 
the Government earned on through its publicity department a huge 
propaganda ostensibly for etlucating the electorate but really and secretly 
to undermine the Swarajist influence and lesson their chance of suoooss 
ill the forthcoming elections. 


A communication No. 16t C., of the Ist April 1924. from the Chief 
.Secroury to the Government of the Central Provinces and Berar rmw 

Tam .Hwted to issu- the following iuslrucUoas 
Ml ruder to bring homo to the cicctorate as fur iw |HVHhn,>le Uii‘ eflfct.t. uf Mu ub*»iiuUiv 
l-i’icy followed by the Swaraj party in the Li‘giH,anvo I ouuei . 

After reproducing in full the rules governing the conduct of Govorn- 
meut servants in relation to politics, the ooinmunioation goes on to say. 

• It will b. Obscrv^l that _wt.ilst Uoyornm^^^^^ 


liw I’caaon why things are done, riaihon which “'*'lcnic» ilctisions 
iiiraiuht the proposals which they consider will bs .1,,. fiovi-rnrocnt ot 

(vidl psragrapti 1 * of JoiJt .Select Comin.toK-’s 
liuiia 'uiU). Wfng" such setiou it will not av,.id 

M fcrcricc to the programrae of p.'ii'ticuh'ir pAriieN, Bu. la . 
far as i>0S8ible perbonalides. 

Distribution of Leaflets. 

* But when an election is doe:ar«l, care iutlueucinytUe trf cKimK? 

^uggestion that any action is taken wjili the ^ 

■M favour of or against any individual caiabdaU-H. mrirtbciH iu «i«e IsCjjimafivo 

•d th 6 |>o*icy of obstructive action J (lovirinui' at Ivliaiwlwa 

• nuncll have been stated in the speetih of h s issu-l as l'«h hh.y 

• n the 26 March last, an extract from ** coiuiueied m yo«*‘ 

isfatlet no. d 7 . This shouM form the basis of p Of ^ dmLibti>»l ami 

<daULct. In addition. ceiUin vcruacuiar leaflets for vou tj the iwoftt 

't IS proposed to issue others from time to ‘***^-': with instructions gir*OL 

Mdublc distribution of these leaflets in uubllcatiou or siiecia! mform- 

. ‘If any omoer desires to obtain other P® j rukf Kecretary who wi;l 
utioii on any particular point, he should athhtjss 

• ndtavour to meet the demand. 
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Spoto wofdt snore powerfal. 

^y^hV.ht dibtrlbot^on of such leaflets may seiTe a nsefnl porpose, tb# local Gov. 
eminent Ulievrs that the spohen word is a score powerful influence than the written 
worch 1 am tboefOrc to state that yon and your subordinates should give special 
attention to this matter of oral expianation. It should be regarded as one of tiie 
icoBt :iE poll ant duties to discuss the present situation at evening meetings with 
villagiis in camp. In addit'on, arrangements should be made to hold special mmincft 
or mail darbars at tabsil hiad-quarteis and other suitable centres, ^uch action may 
be best taken by you and sub-t ivisional oiBcers and if you consider that selccuxi 

tahsildars can be similarly employed^ you should take action accordingly, if 

desire also assistance of selected off ccis of other departments, you arc authoTll•^] to 
make your arrangements direct with them. 

Encourage Kon-Ofllcial Organisations. 

‘Whi:6t such propaganda by Govcinmtnt officeiu may be expected to he‘p i„ 
bring Lome to the electorate the evil effects of the action of the t^waraj paiiy it 

is most desiiablc that similar propaganda slould be undcilaken by non-offciai 

oiganiealions or other mn-cfllcial agency willing to undertake such work by provj. 
s:i>n of material for propaganda and such other assistance as may suggest itself.'* 

Here is a sample of a propaganda leaflet (translated *froin tlio 
vernacular) : — 

Did you vote last November for Mr. .... to represent you in the Legislative* 
Council at Nagpur ? 

Did he explain to you the nature of the work that is done in the Legislative (’ouuci! 

Did he «lo this by si)ccche8 or \Yriting6 ? Or did he treat you as not worthy of having 

the truth put before you ? 

Did he tell you he was going to use your vote to try and ruin you, by prevent inu 
tlie Government from doing all those t hings w hich arc necessary for your heallh, cfunfoi* 
and prosperity and even for your very life? 

Did he not indeed try to ruin you by voting against the buciget? 

For is it not the budget which provides the Government with money wlicivby 

roads, bridges and buildings are made and repaired ; hospitals and schools ate 1 ui:r 
ami maintained ; medical relief is given, and plague, cholera, small-pox, malaria luiti 
^badmaslies' are arrested and sent to jail after conviction; crime is put down niul 
your lives, houses, cattle and crops are protected ; canals and tanks are constjucml. 
anti takavi loans are advanced to cultivators? 

Again, did he not vote against four Bills which the Government wanted to iiitnxlv.ir 
and make into law 7 Did he not also do this without ever consideiing the go(Hi 
evil of lljfi questions or making any remarks about them? Was tliere then no 
in these Bills? 

One of these Bills was designed to facilitate primary ctlucjdion. Is he ih^n 
opposed to primal y education? Did he tell you he was going to vote against primn’j 
education, so that your sons and daughters may be kept in blindness and igiiorauco, 
and then wh<n he lias got Swaraj he wdll be able to rule over you more rasilv.' 

What w'as wrong with the Madak-15moking Bill, or the Weights and Mcasuics IMI- 
Why did he vote againtt these Bills? Is he an enemy of the people, determined to ivjir 
any measures proposed for the people’s gooci 7 

Was not the Tenancy Amendment Act entirely goo«l ? Did it not provide for 8i>«cial 
protection of the tenant in the matter of failui'e to payreut? Why then did Mi . 
vote against this measure ? Docs he indeed want to sec the tenants' land sold i p to pi.v 
for arrears of rent? Is be a ‘bania?’ Would he wish tc thrive on the misfonon*" 
of the poor ? 

8uch was the Goveinmerit propagarda. It helped cot only to accrue 
feelings nioie deeply, but also made the Govenment the laiighing J^Jo*]^' 
of ibe province. This propaganda may be likened to the one started d* 
Bebnr during the Sinba regime when the virtues of drink were extoJIet 
in a public proclamation in a Police Gazetto saying that all great 
irom Shakespeare and Napolean downwards, bad favoured drinking, 
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that ^c*»o*»ol »Ted a good deal of the poor man's 

coat of fSsd aa it inhibited hunger ! ! * 


Suoh propjjganda went^^on for numtha. Early in May a leaflet w-a 
iwued under t^ eaption ; the Snraraj party deserve the eountry's 

confidence ? This leaflet indulged in such gross and humiliating mig- 
representatiom that even the C. P. Moderates, who were to benefit 
under the Government ^^heme, felt it revolting and protested against 
it. We are told that when the^ British came, they found the people 
ignorant, oppressed^ and frightened” and that they were killing one 
another like ravening wolves. * Those who tell you*\ says one sentence, 
that men were happy in the earlier days lieforo them are liars”. We 
come across frequently such choice expressions aa “foolish^*, “lies’' ef-i^ 
If the Swai^iists exaggerated the evils of the present system of Govern- 
ment, these Government propagandists with unblushing mendjicity exaggerated 
the beiieiitg of British Uai in a language fit only for Bedlam ! 


Another production of the Publicity department of the Government 
came to light in the middle of Juno. It is entitled “Strong Coiiimoir 
fjciise” and refers to the strong commonsonso of a cxiltivator who is 
made, in a long imaginary interlocutory, to understand the blessings of 
the Keformed Council Government more than the Swaraiist M. I*. (?s 
whom the leaflet was meant .to discredit. As a piece of stupHl jier* 
forinance, as laughable as it is jeiune, it beats all the rest. It is too long 
and too nonsensical to be quoted here, but the curious may search for 
it ill the C. P. papers (vide Bitabada, June 25th)» 


Swarajist Activities in the C. P. 

On the part of the Swan^jists. however, nothing seems to have been done 
after the broak'down of the Council. Mr. Riio of Bilaspur had for 
some time been giving out that their next stop would bo disobcdieniio 
of orders of the Govt, in matters relating to the transferred subjects. 
II 0 threatened to stai-t a Board as the supremo authority for a i»arallcl 
Government in the Transferred departments, hut it icmaincd only a 
throat. It meant in reality suspension of taxes and civil d isobed io/ioo. lint 
tiio people were not prepared for this, as the Swarajist himself know, 
Mr. Rao argued that the British Parliament ha<1 alxlicatcd its authority 
in favour of the electorates in respect of tho transferred subjects, and 
it would be iutra-constitutioual if they refused to obey an authority 
''Inch might be substituted for tho Ministers. 

l^ut the position of the Swarajists thoinscivos wore hanging in tho 
balance, and the happenings at vTuhu kept them on the tentor’hooks of 
^Uftpeiise. The rise of Mahatma Gandhi in the political horizon w?is looked 
with great axiprehension by the C. P. Swarajists, for there was 
>t much love lost between them and the politics of tho Mahatrna. After 
t.jo decisions of tho «Iuhu Conference between tho Swarajist lotuhra 

M. Gandhi was published, (see p. 601) a geiiorol meeting of the -Nagpur 
* r viucial Swaraj Party was held at Nagpur on May 25ili and nai.nrali 3 P 
‘i'tnicied much attention. The mysterious ways in which tho Central 1 loviiicesi 
'^''^rnment had been carrying on luopagai.da for the purpose of 
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nrdeimining tb« initence of the Swerajisto was thotoughly duQpssed. The 
meeting was presided over hy Br. Moonjee, who had retomhd Imm 
Bombay the previous day after long deliberationa with Mahatma Oandhi, 
and Messra Bes atd Nehtu also attended the meeting. 

After Dr. Moonjee had narrated his experiences at Bombay and told 
them how the leaders had arrived at their important decisions, the members 
from the moffussil explained the subtle ways in which the Govt, officials 
belonging to the various departments were trying their utmost to mobilise 
their forces for the impending second fight with the Swarajists at 
the next general election, and how pressure was being brought to 
bear upon all classes of people by officials in the district. Several 
proposals were made and steps suggested for counteracting Government pro- 
paganda. The meeting then unanimously resolved to create a Pulv 
licity Bureau of their own to take immediate steps to counteract 
official propaganda hy issuing leaflets and carring on a vigorous agitation 
through the provincial press and otherwise. It was also resolved to 
organise at the earliest possible date a provincial tour to explain to 
the electorate all the methods with which the bureaucracy was strenuously 
attempting to misguide them. 

Much discussion then followed regarding the Das^Nehru statement. 
Tho following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

“ This meeting of the Nagpur Provincial Swaraj Party heart i!> 
approves of the principle of NorrCo-oporation based on self-reliance a; <1 
mistance to the bureaucracy as defiiied in tho statement issued hy 
Deshbandhu Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru in reply to Mahatmaji s 
statement, and generally approves of the programme of work lH)th outsidr 
and inside the Council as suggested therein subject to its approval b\ 
the AlMndia Swaraj Party.^* 

This resolution was meaiit to rountor the Govertimcnt plan' 
of discrediting the Swarajists by introducing into the Council certain 
Vftioficial measures and thus v>lacing the Govt, in a dilemma. Having adoptc«t 
the J>n.s“Nchiu statement the paity could change their previously settled 
policy of consistent and persistent obstruction to all official measures, good 
bad or inditfeiei.t, and could, without stultifying themselves, avoid incuri inu 
the displeasure of the electorate by entering into all the Select Coir 
inittecs to which such bonofioial measures were likely to he referred to. 

By adopting tho following resolution regarding capturing of Minn 
cipalitios and othjr local bodies, tho party then attempted to avoid ai > 
ooniiict with the other section of tho Congress organisation : — 

‘All Swaraj Party organisations should try to captui*e Municipalities 
and other loctil bodies in co-opeiurioii with local Congress organisations. 
The meeting then resolved to nose large funds for carrying on an clc 
tioi oering ciuupaign. 

Similarly, wiih tho propaganda carried on by tho Government and 
the whole administrative machinery at their command, the Berar Swara^i 
Party decided to hold an All-Berar Electors' Conference at Amraot 
in the month of July wherein the future programme and 
of the Swandiate vrill be detailed. No further developments wort! 
rccoixling took place up to July last. 
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^era of the Council 


F«ebi]>sxt.«-11m Hoii'Ut Mr. H, £. A. 
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The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. Qbamari. 

Officials. 

Mr. A. K. Mobetlj. 

Major^Oeseril B. H. Dearr, Mr. D. H. Leer. 
Mr. H. O. MoAlpia. Mr. N. B. Onpta. 

A. Marr. Mr. J. A. L. Swala. 

,, O. 8. DoU. Mr. 0. T. Hantis^oid. 

0. O. Dey. »i J. T. Doaoras. 

Dr. T. O. D. Dnnp. Mr. L. Bmerion. 

„ 8. C. Stoatt-WiUlamp. 


KOH<0rFlCtAL8. 

Mr. 8, C. MakarJI, Baba Chara Cbaadta Par. 
Ur. K. C. Kay Cbaodbnry. Mr. U. Dand. 
Babn Pebl Proiad Khaitan. 

Bai Abiaaab Cb. Bauer Jee Bahadur, 

Mr. P. J. Oobea. Mr. P. N. Guha. 

Baba Jalindia Nath Baia. 

Mr. Sateowripati Boy, 

Pr. Pcamatbaiiatb Banerjea. 

Mr. Niriaal Chandra Chnsder. 
n Mr. Aabi&j Coomar Baner jee. 

Baba Boroda*Pfoead Dey. 

M Khagendra Nath Qaagaly. 

Pr, Bidbaa Cbandia Boy. 

Baba Barendra Nath Ray. 

Bai Pyarl tal Dooi Bab^or. 

Babn Barai Cb. Bain. Anil Baran Boy. 
Raja ManilaU Singh Roy, 

Babn Abaniib Chandra Ray. 

9 , Babn Umei Chandra Chatterjee. 

,, Debennra Lai Khan. 

Mr, C. B. Dar. Mr, R. C. Naikar. 

Babni Mabendra Nath Malty, Taraknath 
Mnkerjea, Manmatba Nath Boy. 
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i;ai Harendraoath Cbandhnri. 

Baba Hemanta Komar Barker. 

Mabaraj Komar Sris Chandra Nandy. 

Mr. D. N. Boy. Mr. B. N, Saimal. 

Baba Sailaja Nath Boy Cfaandbnrl. 

Mr. Kiran 8, Boy. Mr. Nalini B. Sarkar. 
Babu Manmoboa Neogi. 

Dr. Knmnd S. Bay. Dr. Mohini M. Dat. 
R&i Satyendra Nath Boy Chondhnri Bahadur 
Mr. J. u. Sen Onpta. Mr. N. 0. Sen. 

B&bo Akbil Chandra Datta. 

I. Satyendra Chandra Mitra. 

«, Sudarian Obakravartj. 

*, Jogtndra Chandra Chakrafarti. 

Sahib Panofaanan Barna. 

Baba Nage&dra Nmiajan Bay. 

Dr, J. M . Daa Onpta. 

Baba EomeaCbandra Bagohl. 

^Ir. p. D« Baikat. Mr, 8. Mabboob Aley« 

M H, 6. Stthrawardy. 

Maalfi Wahed Hotaaln. 

AUabakah Sarkar, 

Muhammad Yaain. 
ti Zannoor Abamed. 
pr. A, Stthrawardy. 

MaolYi Aftdb Hoaaata Joardar. 

Skramnl Hnq. Manlfi Abdnl Qnadur. 
Sayyed Snltan Alt. 

Bawab Saijid Nawab All Ohandhnri. 


Rban Bahadur Kail Zabirul Hnq. 

Manlfi Md Abdnl Jnbbar Pabiowao. 

„ Taytbnddin Ahmed. Mr. Altai Ali. 
„ Sayed Abdnr Bob Cbowdbnry. 

,, Pizial Karim Chowdhnry. 

Kbaje Nazimnddln. Byed M. Maiib. 

Manlfi Md. Nnrnl Hnq Cbandbnry. 

8, Syed Kmdadnl Haq. M, Amanat Khan 
Manlfi Aitmnddio Abamed. 

,, Abdnr Baibid Khan. 

,, Sayedal Hoqne« 

Haji Lai Mabammed. 

Khan Bahadur Manlfi Md, Cboinnddin. 
Maalfi Kader Bakib. M. Abdul Oafnr. 

,, Batar Mabammad. 

„ MabLnd Din Khan, 

„ Hajib Uddta Tarafdar. 

Khan Bahadur Manlfi Mnibannl HoNaln. 
Mr. J. A. Jones. Mr. Kdwa^ ViUlers. 

„ J. Campbell Forreeter. Hr,J, A. de FJsle. 
,, W. li. Trafetf. Mr. H. Barton. 

Babn Satya ICisbore Banerjer. 

Mr. Profaeb Cbnndtf Mitter. 

Babn Brajendra Kisbora Boy Cfaandfanry. 
Mr. Aran Chandra Singba. 

Knmar Sbib Sbekbareewar Bay. 

Babn Bejoy Krishna Boie. 

Mr. A. F. Bahman. Dr. H. W. B. Moreiir. 
Artbnrd'Aayers Willis. 



Hr. A, Cocbimn* Mr* J.Y.Fldlip. Bifft Ediiiaa Cue 
1lr*0. F. Bose. fHir Willooghby Carey. ^ Byomlcea Chakmwti. 

Mr. T. C. C»wford. Mr. B. B. Wiiioii. Tarit BhiMan Bcw. 

Mr. C. 0. Cooper. Mr. J. Cottle. Sir George Godfrey. Babn Badridu Goenka. 


Chief Events. 

gS Jan 24 Cooncil opened by H. E. the Governor. 

25 Jan 24 Mr. Sen Gapta*8 Besolntion on Beteaae of Begulation 111 Prisoncjs 
moved the day before passed after a heated debate— Another 
Besolution on the Belease of Political Prisoners passed by a large 
maiority— Mr. B. K. Bose's resolntion on the Bepeal of Bepicwive 
I^awB moved. 

Stf Jan 24 Besolution on the repeal of Bepressive Law's passed by a large majority. 

18 Feb 24 THE BUDGET PRESENTED— President gave his reasons for disahowing 

the no-confidenoe motion on the Minister^. 

19 Feb 24 Mr. J. N. Basu's motion for the abolition of the Post D. P. j. 

carried. Mr. 6. N/Boy's motion on theMestoh Award adopted. 

20 Feb 24 Dr. P. N. Bannerjea's motion on Amendment of Devolution Rules 

passed.— Komar Bhib Sekhareswar Roy's motion of No-Coiitidenef 
un Ministers lost by one vote. 

20 Feb 24 Budget discussion continued for the next four days. 

29 Feb 24 Close of general discussion on Budget— Mr. C. B. Das laid down a deiiuite 

Constructive I'rogramme In reply to Govt. Challenge. 

12 Mar 24 Mr, Mushraff Hossain's motion on 80 per cent Moslem Representation 
hotly debated. 

18 Mar 24 Mr. C, B, Das's amendment that the motion on Moslem Repiebcntatiou 
be adjourned idi# dm carried. 

14 Mar 24 Non*Official Bcsi>Itttion on Entertainment Tax defeated, but those ou 
Muslim Pilgrims to Mecca and Hedjaz, and Changes in the Bengal 
Electoral Buies carried. Bent Act Amend. Bill pused. 

18 Mar 24 H. E. the Governor suddenly appeared in the Council and made s 
speech pointing out the dangers of obstruction— Swarajists waik 
out of the Hall in protest. 

Id Mar 24 Mr. Ben Gupta's motion for refusal of grant under Land Bevcnue 
earned— Hon. Mr. Guznavi's demand under Excise passed— Ur. 
Donald's demand under Btamps rejected. 

20 Mar 24 Demands under Forests, ScheLluIcd Taxes, Irrigation etc. and Geiieiai 
Adminibtratiou refuseil ; Demand under Begistiation passed. 

24 Mar 24 Mr. Byedul Uuq's motion for refusal of Ministers* Salary oarrieii— 

A. Rahim's demand under Administration of Justice rcfusctl. 

2(i Mar 24 Demand under Jails and Convicts' Settlements refused— Demand mulor 
I ’olicc partially granted. 

27 Mar 24 Demand under Ports and Pilotage refused— Demand umler E<lucatiua 

granted after short reduction. 

28 Mar 24 Demands uuda* Medical and I’ublic Health granted. 

29 Mar 24 Supplcmentaiy estimates presented and voted. 

1 Apr 24 Demand under Industries and ten other demands passed unopposed 
COUNCIL PROROGUED. 

14 Apr 24 Governor certified the rejected Budget grants. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE' 

Bengal Legislative Council 

3A»VABY—:UAhi:H /P*^. 

The first seBsion of the Seoord Reformed Council of Bengal mot at 
the Town Hall on Tuesday the S2rd January at 3 in the afterroou 
for the taking of oaths. The Bon. Mr. H. E. A. Cotton presided. 
The Swari^iat members occupied the left wing of the Presidential chair 
iiith the Independents sitting in a group on their left, while the Constihr 
tioitalists and non-oihctal European members were seated on the right of the 
Prcgideiit* the officials occupying the front seats. Most of the Swargjiat 
members were clad in white Khaidar. Babn Anil Baran Roy was in loin- 
^.joth and Babu SaAkaripeii Roy bare-footed. The Nationalists were either 
dicssed in dhoti and cho^kan or dhuti ar.d chodar^ with the exception of their 
Iciulor, Mr. B. Cbakravarty, dressed in fi-ock coat. Mr. C. R. Das, with 
Mr. B. Chakiavarty on his loft and Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose on his right, 
salt on the front keeping his paity in the rear and in the flanks. Babu 
hurendra Nath Roy, Deputy President of the last Council, preferred to 
tnke his scat with the Swarajists and chose an obscure corner. 

The President entered the hall punctually at 3 and took his seat when 
ull the members stood up to greet him. After this the two Minihtors, tho 
Hon’ble Maiilvi A. K. Fazlul Hut Ibe Hon'blo Mr. A. K. Ghuwiavi 
were sworn in, followed by the official members. The Secrctaiy then 
< ailed the other Membois one lyone. All proceeded to. the Pi*esident*s 
table aid took the oath, the ceremony ending with a shake of hands 
vith the President. When Mr. C. R. Das was taking the uiitb, be, 
an avowed destroyer of the Kings constitution to swear allegiance to 
ibo King, was cheered with derisive clappings coming from the Independent 
Babn Satkaripati with bare feet and Babu Anil Baran in his 
li iii'cloth attracted much .attention. 

Of the 47 elected Swarajist members, 44 attended and took the oath, 
t'l whom 24 were Hindu out of a total of S.'s Hindu Swarajists, and 20 
Mussulmans out of a total of 2 *2 MiiHsulinaii Swarajists. The Couneil was 
then ndjourtied till the next day. 

The Governor’s Opening Speech. 

On the 23rd January, the Governor, H. K. Lord Lytton, foinnUly 
oiHMied the Council and in doing so delivered a long speech surveying 
the political situation, specially dwelling on the political cri8i.s which has 
uiiscii on the entry of the Swara.iista in the field, and justifying the 
si’Viitraiy action of his Government in arresting people light and loft 
under the old hateful Regulation III of 1818. Said His Excellency 
My help forward the attaiiinient of it*s|)oufeib!e Ooverntnent in this Wiuntiy 

|>roporfion«l to the support which I can iweive fmin this Counci’, aiul the Hupiioit 
'* 'n:oh gent Icmea are likely to give me will be determiueil by the concepnou you entertain 
* ' die proper functiems of this Council, Uniler t»uch a constitution a» you aspire 
I tn-ticss it is not the funct'oti of the Legislature to govern. That is the function of 
^ Executive; The pxjmaiy function of the Ijcgis’uture is to determine the charactCTi^ 
» ' t thr per: onnel hut tljie chameter, of the executive aiul liav iig tlcterminrtl it to BUpjMirt 
Idujj ,1 piesenes that cliaiaoter. That form at constitution can only work so 

48 
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long as the lio iticaV opinioa of che ooantry is oi'ganised into clear:y defined gmuiMi 
or parties. A genera* election then becomes a contest between the diffemit groups 
for the right to determine the character of the executive. ^ 

the obstacle to complete responsible Government in India to-day is not so much 
the defective form of the existing constitution as the defective formation and mobi isatiou 
of political opinion, iik> long as the voters ami the candidates for election regard thcmselve 
as individual units free to vote according to the dictates of their perwnal conscicu(x>ti 
and in the absence of recognised leaders who can count on the support of ilK^ir 
followers, respousib e Government on the representative principle cannot be establisiail. 
It was that couilition which nunio the sdection of the first Ministers so difficult ami which 
rendered it «!(}ua'ly difficult for the Ministers when selecteii to serve the Legislature to 
which they were nwpousible. The work of tlie late Ministers in partially oiguui}:iiti» 
their followers and the arrival on the scene during the last e'ection of a definitely orgnuiMil 
jKrjticn! paity with an acknowledged leader have carried us a long way forward a’ oitg 
the rood to the dcsirtHl goal. It will be your task, gentlemen, in the Council which j 
am opening to-day by still fuither conso idatiug the political groutw to which you hi'loiig 
to improve the working of our i^presentative machinery. 

Election of Ministers. 

When tiie resii'ts of the recent election in Bengal became known it was api»anriit 
that the party which bad secured the majority of the elected seats was not a parry 
wliicb acknowledged the lemlersbip of the existing Ministers and it was for th^ 
leason and this reason a'oue that 1 accepted their resignations. As you kiiou, 

I then invited the leader of what apfiearcd to be the largest party to accept respousihi ity 
lor the iriinBfen'e<l departments. That invitation was cleclineil, because it is at pnh. ut 
a princip'e of that party to accept no responsibility and to opi>ose all Governm.ms 
ant il the form of the c<iiifiticution has been a.tcred. 1 shall not on this occasion >ay 
anything about the merits of that po icy. I am oii’y now concenietl with the txmsefiu. iiciM 
of il. Hince I could not secure Ministers from tlmt party, and since Government iiy 
opposition is the very uegatjon of responsible Government, 1 selected my new Minihins 
Irom among those who believcHl that the best way of achieving the end wltich 
desirtNl by all is not to refuse but to accept resi>onsibi!ity, not to ilestroy the fomiilarionri 
l)Ut to build upon them, not to obstruct but to construct. That win be tite }M>;jey et 
the Ministers who acc''pte<l offic(?, as it was th<* policy of my late Ministers, and il a), 
thcjse who believe in tiiat policy will sink their personal differences aiul suhordiiuue 
1 heir disagreements on minor mattcrB to the service of this one great principle wl.icii 
they have in common, the present Government will have sufficient votes in this I'ouiieii 
io carry out its po.icy during the next 3 years, and to mlvance in that time appnriab y 
nearer to the goal which we all desire to reach. But without orgaiiiiration, wiriiiMii 
party discipline, without loyalty to party leaders, there wHl be no progress. 

Thnmghout llic sessions of this (Council there will be only one main issu* hctdi,! 
you, riamey, whether you will side with the party of obstruction or whether ywu wili 
hide with the party ol construction. If the object of both is the saui-, namely, lur 
attainment of full responsible Government, their metlnxls of obtaining it arc fundamcHtai'y 
different. One proposes lo show that within existing limits partially iv^poiisih*; 
Government can be mmle to work so successfully tiuit there will be no d.'ingt*r m 
removing the limits, the other proposes to show that |)aitially responsible Govcriiiu< iit 
unworkable but am unfortunately by that means alone convince no one that full 
ble Government will work any better. It is for you to choose which is likciv 
be the more successful, but do not forget that whatever may be the immaliatc 
on which you will vote, every division will in reality hs taken on that iN-ur. 

•Ilevival of Be volutionary Conspiracy. 

Gentlemen, there is one other subject to which you will probably exiicct nr' i'* 
refer because it is one on which this Council is entitled to some explanation fio»> 
the Head of the Executive Government. When proroguing the last Council 1 n*s«j 
an announcement which probably surpriscil the mcmi^rB as well as the geiierai .P*”^** *• . 
reminiled them of the bitter experience which this Province had had of po itical crime m 
poBt ; 1 warned them that Government possessed evidence of tlie revival of a revo 
conspiracy and that young men were again being trained to commit Tohmry > • 
murder in the belief that they were thereby serving their country, I aiinouuco*^ 
the Government would take whatever steps might be neoessai^ to suppress this 
movement, and I appealed for public sappport in the 

was all I was able to say at that time and in the ab^ce of definite cvideii 
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be.kve that tiie reoem ilacoiti^ which hatl been 
Emitted had any political motive or had been inspired by any revo! at ionary oi'gani«atiou. 
Kecent events have nnhappi y proved the iustificaiiou of the warning and must have 
cmivinced every thinking man and uoman that there are stiit in Hengai misgu deil 
iiulividnais who bciieve that |)0 itical aspirations can b.'st l>e realised by ineaiitf of 
a^issssination and who consider it au act of imtriot ibtii to murder promfuciit ottiorn ^ 
sane person is likely to bdicv'c that the authors of those crimes are iho atist fiiitatics 
fiho l»avc conceived a personal hatietl of ilwir intended victim and have actiuire^l 
their foreign weapons without the aid of associates. Everyone in Bfjirga knows on’y 
too well the kind of indUeuce which is brought to bear on these impiv-ssionab’e young 
students, the kiiul of liteiature by which their minds are intiameil, the kind of organisa- 
(ii.n whicli supplies them with the weapons which ttu*y possess anil trains them 

in ihcir use. 

Kegttlatiou 111 and Arrests. 

Now, it is the universal cxtrcrieiice of a' I Oovernments ilml are confronted with 

organised and revolutionsry conspiracies of this chariietei that tiny eatiiiot be 

oppressed by means of the ordinary !nvr. It is not |UH!ii iar to iitdiii, Almost every 

KuToi)can country has at one time or another had thi:* ^i>ciit*iic*. Every Exeeutive 
Oo^f)mnent so situated is obl'getl to obtain the sanction of its J.cgis'ature to the 
uH‘ of emergency measures. Tliat was the exirerinne of flic (lovermncnt i>f Bengal 
ill the l>ast. "When tiny hml to rc y on tlie onhiuny law ilu- revolutionary move- 
imiiis liourishttl; when they wcjc anmil with the cmergeuey powers of the Defence 

i. \ India Act it was iflfectivey supprcsseil. If any doubt eouM exist on tins point 
.1 has recently been removctl by the publication of the reiniuiseeuccB of the Oder 
iiM.'uiionaries who oi»ciily boasteil of ilic he’p'essncsH of the ib vcriimeut when it 
h;ul ou!y the ordinary law to rely upon. Tbe power of internment siipprehmd tin 

ii. oNriacni and this very signifeam fact shon d lie rcmemlieivd that though over 
1,200 men to interned have betm subset! iiently rc!easi'd uo uHcgation has ever btvn 
laadc that any muu hatl been detained who was not in fact couiuHntsl with tin* 
ivvt/Mtionary movement. 

That the movement has lieen revived within the last year no one can now 

ilowVtt, aiul the only question to be cousideretl is how it is to be dealt with. It, 
i«> iKi parly question. All fiarties in this Council, I am convirioetl, are e<iua!ly 
Ruxioiis it> save Bengal from another outbreak of violent revolutioniiry crime. The 
mvV^>tioii that Goveriimcnt are trying to hamper the ootivities of the Congi'ess 
limy or the Bwaraiya Party, was arresting their luemlxrrs, is of courst; entirely 
witi.out fouiulation and statements to that effect do not deceive any one. Tlie 

thoriumcnt has no quarrel with those fiartk's. V.o’.euee is, I believe, equa'Iy eoU' 
iliiuiirtl by both of them and in the suppression of orpanisetl violence Ooverniiieut 
i4^ much entitled to their support as to that of any other party. There arc as 

I hiivir expaintd on’y two ahernaiivcs open to us, one is to allow the rcvolution- 

iiiy ^•yn^pimey to continue, to |K*rmit robbeiy and murder tr V»c p’aimeti and eonienf. 
Ml! s -Ives with tlic punishment of those who commit them when they can lie eaptureit, 
to a' 4»vv ihe minds of impressioiuibie young men frtsh fiom coi.ege w'itli rugei 
irupu tsive natures and hearts utlamc with righteous patriotic fervour 10 lx* poiMiiuNt 
l> ilic revolutioimiy virus, 10 risk the Awh of our servants and even those of 
’.uiuxiut men in the street;, to scml the assassins to the gaMows and a low tliO.se 
l.uvc i>ervcrtcil them, trained item, armctl them and scut them out upon tJieir 
huteiu‘i\s work (o lurk in the backgrouml, unseatheil, ami to pitriKirc lists d fivtth 
vi'-iiins -tliut is one |)Olicy, that is w'hat is euphemistica l y dc*scrib«l as relying 
JW'lii ial [iroc xdingH. It is a icy which we have unhesitating y re jeoinl. The otliei 
h' k’v IS to employ emergency measures, to strike sw'iftly ami uuhesitniiugly at the 
to stop the poison at its source, to use extx'ptiono! powers never iniinidiHl 
h>. unmuil conilitions to such men on’y as have p'ac.Ml ihemselveH Iwyoiul the pa’e 
J* oJdiuary law. I toM the members of the mst t'oencil iluit we wou il not 
to employ such measures -the on*y ones that have proved effective in the 
past ^ if the occasion shou’d arise. The occasion luis arisen ami we liavc ♦leult witJ* 

*: pronptly without waiting for the poison to sp («*l. If any member of this 

.’^uacii can suggest a better method than the one we have adopteil for dca’iag with 

‘Situation, we sluvll be g*ad to hear it, Lwikiiig at the resolutions whIcJi have 
p it labied however for this session, the on’y contribution to our difficulties whicli 

* pm dimwer is a pioiwsal that xve should re’ease the men who hatch the p’.ola 

' ourselves with hanging the men who cary ihciii ou;. 
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I have not the tlighteit doobt that the whd^e polhlfe woa\i 

ehpfKRt iM in the aiKioii we have taken if only U^y knew ait ttie ^lets which ar«* 
known to na UnfonimateV we cannot phiei them in pOMWton M that knovkxlxo 
but tliey are entittcd to «ome guarantee that we have made no mhitakea in tht^ 
individnaU whom we have lelected. After all it is only human to err and wc «ji> 
not claim to be immune from the possibility of error. With the b38t intentionf^ in 
the world and with the best infonnatioaS) we are not infallible and where oormii. 
take would mean depriving an innocmn man of bis liberty soai'i check on our o.vri 
judgment in reqnirerk 1 do not believe that any member of this Council wouM 
tuk for the release of the men, whom we have arrested and interned, if he lielirvi^ 
that th^ were guihy of organising robbery ami murder* Remember these m«n ai«r 
not iletained for their po.itical opinions. We are in no way concerned with 
their opinions but ^ only with the methods they employ to attain tlieir object, 
onler, therefore, to safeguard ourseives against error ami to provide the public with 
some guarantee that we have not abused the povers wc possess, we have sobinitt/Hi 
the wlioe of our case to the impartial examination of two Judges. These 
have exatiiimid the material we have put before them and have inforio'xl u^ 1 1 ) 
that the existence of a rcvolutionaiy conspiracy is clearly estab ishc.l, (g) that thu 

evhleno:: is sufficient to prove active {larticipation in that conspiracy in the (\\se 

of eveiy man wlioni we have detained by the use of Regulation ill of 181H. 

1 trust that the Council will seriously consider the information tliat I iinvo 

given them and will suppoit the Government in their cffiirts to save Rengal 

reverting to the horrible experiences of 1^12-1916 and incurring the rep-oach of tj,« 
whole civiiisetl world that the cause of Indian nationalism is stained with b‘<>>Kl. 

This speech only aggravated the impending crises, and it showt'd 
how much Jjord Lyttoii was in the hollow of the hands of his Execvitive 
which was fighting for dear life to strangle and stifle the rising voice 
of nationalism in Bengal. His Excellency then ended with a long‘wiiKl>d 
peroration on ‘PLaw and Order” to which he wanted the Counoirs supp »rt. 

Election of Deputy President. 

After His Excellency had left the Council the election of the Deputy 
President of the Council took pla?e. Major Hassan Suhrawardy was declared 
elected by a majority of 51 votes against his two rivals Mr. Surcudra 
Nath Roy (29) and Khan Bahadur Musharuff Hossain (4). Major 
Suhrawardy received the congratulations of the President. The Council 
then adjourned till the next day. 

On the Council meeting on the 24th, after Mr. J. M. Sen Cupia 
had taken his oath of allegiance, the President announced that Hi-* 
Excellency the Governor had approved of the election of Major Ilasstm 
Suhrawardy as the Deputy President of the Council. The following 
panel was next fonned to preside at meetings of the Council i» tho 
al^nce of the President and the Deputy President 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy, Sir W. Carey and Messrs. S. X. 
Roy and J. N. Basu. Mr. S. N. Boy expressed his inability to 
Amendment of Standing Order. 

Maulvi Emdadul Huq (SwanQist) asked for leave to ^m 3 ve a 
lution for the amendment of Standing Oi'der 60. He said that niiw 
that Standing Oixler no member could ask more than 12 
at one aessioB of the Counoil. This rule did not prevail m 
I^egislative Assembly or in any other Provinohd Couacil. The mo lo 
was earrtod with the support of Swarajist members. 

ReleMe of Regulatii^ BL PniovM»ro 

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta {Swan«i«t) tfce^ the loilow resolution 

" This Couiiofl reoDBiXiienda to the Qovenmient tfcat all 
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piiMMMt* •oi ‘lidonghig to Bsogsl, dMidtwd under Bangd lU«la> 
iioB in 18l8t be foitiiwith releeaed.” He nud :— 


U a« BOt reviire _m*ny wonto to toll people. p»rtk!«-.*rly the permm who 
belonged *0 » free eogntiy, (referring to bte Bng.isb friend*), tbat it w** nxniiMfc 
all prinoip-^ democratic State to keep pemoiiR unprtHon«\l without 

placing ibem before a court of law and alloaing them to crosR^xaminc the witnevHm 
abo were prodnceil aguinat them to teat whetlier they were actually telling the 
troth or not. In Engaml during t4ie war even the German apiea had the X^ncH 
of a trial, even though before a court-martial. They had the right to bi> repi'esented 
»,y counael) the right to cix)8a-«:xaminc the witneseea and they Itml even the right 
t«» be aciuitted by that court if after croua-cxamiiiation it waa found that theio 
was not hulAcient evidence againat them. 

What I would a«k the nicmbers of this House anil jiarticu arly my Rnglish 
Iriciifls : wliat would they think of. any British Go venimcnt, however strong it might be- 
if they imprison 15 or 17 Rug ishmen aiut keep them in > detent ion without trial/ l>o 
ilicv think that such a Government wou’d lie worth a moment's purchase or wouHt 
Iftst even for 24 hours.* W’c have berni tod reiiea edly that the beginnings of a 
tiec and democratic Government have bi*en made in India, and we have a tasto 
it by the imprisonment of tliose 17 Bengalis without a trial ! There was a 
riovernment of Imlia lesolution of the Ibth ^Septemlier 1U31 which said tliat Bengal 
IU‘««>ltttion III of 15 18 shott'd not. bj app ied to Bengal or in any other province and 
that its app’ication should be limitwl to that part icu ar tract ot India -the iiiftainmab'.e 
frontier. As early as March 1522 after a rt^so.ution which the M^ieaker undcrstooii was 
caiTifxl in the Council of State moveil by the Uight Hon’b’e Srinivasa Sasiri, a 
• ommitree with Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru as Chairman was a|>p.)imod to euiisidn* 
thtr repressive laws and make rcH'ommendations as to their reixsi' or ameiidni'Mit.. 
Tiiat (.‘ommiltec con8i<lcrcd the repressive laws and submitted its report. At the 
.-Ufl of that rcjKirt the Committee <letiuiiH? y sai<l that; tlu^ application of the Bengal 
Ib'gu ation HI of I8lb sliouhl b.*r con'imHl ou‘y to the intlammable part ol' tlio 
Kjoatier of India ami that it should iievtjr he appiit^l to Bengal or any other 
I’rovjtioe, These rccommeiMlatioiis wci-e aceepttNl by the Government of India, Home 
l)e)utrtraenf. That being so, could the Government of Benga’ or for I In* matter of 
ihut the Government of India app'y the pi*ovisinjis of the Bengal Urgtraiion and 
,|♦tain those persons in prison without a tria' ? Tin* CouimittiMf* further said in 


That rcjMia that times bad chaiigcfl, the licgiuuingK of responsible tJovernmeui b:ul 
iKvii made in tiiis country and these old laws or Begu'atious must not Ik! npp'hsh 


Mr. Nurul Huq Chowdhuiy (Swanyist) supporting the resolution said 
that they were told that the country was living under a civilised 
(hivcrnmnjt, and if that be so why a regulation which was more tii.ati 
a century old should hang on the people oi India? It was most urr 
iust and inhuman to detain these men without trial. 


Kumar 8hib Shekhareswar fiay said that in no other civilised 
country would a re.spon8ible executive over think of adopting such risky 
nieasui-es. The people of Bengal had a bitter experience of them when 
a few years back men in their thousands, on the merest suggestions 
of contemptible spies, were snatched away from their homes and made 
to rot and die in unhealthy places and snako'iufestod i|uartcrs. 

Rai Harendra Nath Chowdhuiy supfiortiiig the resolution (luotcd 
extracts from a publication by Professor Rushbrook Williams to show 
that aiiarchieal crimes woi'e extinct. 

Babu 8ui*eiidra Nath Roy who also supported the reft>iulioii spoke 
from his own experience to the worthlessness of uncross-oxamined evidence, 
rhey could not, said Mr. Roy, spirit away people which was against 
the elements of British justice and fair-play. Home sixieen years ago ’ 
Government deported nine respectable gentlemen including l|abtt 
hrishna Kuinar Mitter who was now a pillar of strength to the Govt. 

Mr. Tittver8» an Anglo-Indian* said that the effect of the resolu'^ 
bon would be to let loose upon society a number of men who had 
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Already comniitted aerioua oriciea I ! (Cries of Questioii). It would mean thst 
tiiey would be given opportunity to oommit fuiiber crimes against law* 
abiding citizens. Ben^^ at the present moment required all the 
capital for exploitation that she oould get hold of for the developmem 
of her industries) agriculture etc! He would say that during the past 
four years non-co-operation agitation in the province had seriously 
increas^ the poveity of the people (Cries of ‘ no/ ‘ no *, * order, ' * order,') 

This stupid speech was followed by another from Mr. M. £. 
Vjlliers, another Anglo-Indian, who had attained notoriety by calling 
Mahatma Gandhi as a homicidal maniac. In opposing the motion he said 
that he considered the arguments of the supporters of the motion to 
be positively beneath contempt 

(Cries of unparliamentary expression.) 

The President remarked that those arguments wei*e beyond Mr. Villiers’ 
oomprehoDsion (laughter). Mr. Villiers then made haste to withdraw the 
expression. 

Continuing, Mr. Villiers observed that the repoit of the Repressive 
J,aws Committee referred to by Mr. Sen Gupta said that in cases of 
emergency emergent laws were necessary. 

Mr. Campbell Forrester who opposed the resolution said that it 
these persoit^ were set at liboity, he would not be surprised if the 
police force resigned in a body ! This remark was met by derision. 

The Hoi/ble the Muharajodhiraj of Burdwan said that it was an 
iiioppoitune time to biiug the resolution, a day after the Govenun's 
fll)ccch and ton days after the murder of a law-abiding European 
citizen in bioad day light in Calcutta, (This referred to the I>a> 
Mulder, See Vol. I, p. 8). The Govt, could not, in face of the facts 
it possessed, possibly give any effect to any of the recommendations 
made in these resolutions, for it would moan aMication of the Govern^ 
ment and a negation of all guarantee of law and order. This as well 
as other remarks of the Maharaja was taken by the memboi's as an 
intimidation. On this point, however, ho was met by Mr. C. R. Das later. 

The results of divisions on those resolutions, the Maharaja said, 
might be a foregone conclusion but that would never go to prove to ho a tiue 
index of the political situation (hear, hear) and if they conveyed the tnic 
mentality of educated Bengal it would go to prove, without any maiiouvorinK 
on the pait of co-operating or no-co-oporatiiig agents, of men bent u}>ot: 
obstruction and destruction, that Bengal was not yet fit for self-govemmciit. 
(Cries of question, question, hear, hear.) The Maharaja fuiiher said that 
iiuostions might arise of strengthening the hands of the executive 
instead of weakening it by those methods under the Defence of India 
Act which had previously made it possible for the Government of Bengjd 
to paralyse the le volutionary movement in Bengal. 

At this stiige Mr. C. R. Das moved that the debate be contiiniod 
till 9 p.m. or such time till it was not ffnished. 

The President said that he would allow the debate to continue till 
a quaiter past seven as usual and would not prolong it. Eventually tb>? 
discussion was adjourned to the next day. 

Next day, Januaiy 25th, on the resumption of the debate Mr. 8. ( 
Mukherjeo, the nominated member for the Indian (Kristians, who, it waj 
alleged, had been angling fiom sometime previous for official favour, 
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ihoiigh reinidiabod by his oommunity had been i>o»iiig as their repreaentatiVo 
ill the Council, rose and spoke against the motion. He created a diversion 
in the House by quoting some unauthorised statements from news|)apeia 
luid was after a good deal of heckling made to sit down. 

He was followed by two Mahomedaii gentlemen, one of whom 
characterised Regulation III of 1818 os a necessary evil. This gentle- 
man had apparently a dread of newspapers and had a cheap fling at 
Nationalist newspapers speenilly and remarked th*kt ''sometimes speeches 
iUid writings in newspapers may do greater harm than Maxim guns.” 

Sir H. STEPHENSON on behalf of the Gk)vt. oiiterod into a lengthy 
and cai'efully prepared defence of the mensure. He gave a coiineotod 
history of "revolutionary crimes’' in Bengal and made an impassioned 
spiral to the House to thiow out the resolution. His specf^h was received 
with cheers from the official and European benches. The Nationalists 

ui)peared, however, to be quite unconvinced by his specious reasonings. 
Sir H. Stephenson displayed, however, great tact and inocloration in his 
utterances and tried his best to avoid wounding the susceptibilities of 
the Naiionalist mombors. 

After Sir H. Stephenson ha<l stated the (iovornment views Mr. (X 
J\. Das rose to support the resolution. With groat force and chuiuenco 
Mr. DAS refuted the arguinonts of the otiioials and other sui)portQr 8 
.*f the obnoxious measure. " We have done it, tnist us, was tho 
whole argument of the bureiiucracy in supiwrt of the depoitations”, sai<) 

Mr. Das. He emphasized tho fact that the Indian National Congress 

was pledged to a policy of non-violence for tho attainment of " Swaraj.” 
It wiis impossible therefore, said Mr. Das, that one bolougiiig to the 
Congress should countenance the inutders atid other iricasuros of violence, 
but some of tho deportees, said .Mr. wore his associates and he 

‘ould give his word of honour that they preached non-violence whore- 

over they went. Tho Goveniincnt declared " that it would not bo 

‘•oeroed by the tactics of the Swaraiists.” "If tho govornmont is iu»t 
to l>e coerced”, declared Mr. Das with groat warmth amidst the 
applause of tho Nationalist members of tho House, " tho people of 
this country are not also to bo coerced.” Pin-drop silence prevailed 
in the House when Mr. Das was on his logs and his remarks wero 
iicaid with bated breath by the whole Houi^. Ho said : — 

It not our grievance that the Oovi-Trumciit has put men uihler iirrest. without 
jmy information at a’ 1. But our grievance is that this information is not pio|H?riy trstc^l, 
A< rn^aritb this grievance we Jmvo not* heard one word in answor h*-ar). We 

been to d that there are statements miulc by several pr ihons ; \v(? have b.'cu 
t"l«l that ix>|H>rtB have b.* n made and that tln-y iuivr, b^vn ronsidoivd by <lov- 
Tumfut. What I Want to ask is liow any tjovernmrnt ollicin', howwio* gifiwl he 
b<‘, is in a position to test the truth of a Btatrmeut, uiilr!.N the man who 
nuikos that statement is brought before him and questions iiro put to iiim. 1 

■'uUnir, it is impossible. What is usually done and I take it, tin: report is msule^ 

nqsnt is read, of course the re|Knt coutaiiiM the iiiforiiiat ion which \souhl lie 
-'ifticieiit in the opinion of the officia s «M)nccrne<l for the app icat sou c»f the acst. 
A**d then I take it, tfiat infoiinatioii is coiuiter-signcd ; it is sent up to the 
<"»<neriimcut of India and it is tent up licfore two Jmlgefe. The woiidci is that 
can be fouuil to jvpon as to the gui.t innoc;encc of iNosons upm wluit 
call tldul records ! , , 

ilie Judges make their report (hear, liear). The report is imtidcntial, wo have 
v<T betii favoured with extracts fiom that ri pirt. To prove wiiat ? Not one 
sentence has been placcrl before this liousc. Not one aTgumeiit is p‘nci«l before 
Tim; ony reason is -“We have »loiie this, we have don*; tJiaf. You must trust 
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iit ofAuicia that these persons wbo have ten amst^ tee'y ong^t te |o te 
any longer (hear, hear). Is tlaa opfhieit ~ wrobg f 1 rMxut to thinh^ '^te " 
3lon*hle Miinher in charge te g^ven yon eeitaiu spceiic inslante withoiift naintt» 
and other dcecrlption. 1 am not oomptainte aj|o^ ^ ^ me gte you 

wt at has hapP^^’^ in my own petEonal <^perieiiee and my esperte^ as good as 
tjiat of any body else in this House. It has .been' my endeater lor the last 
few years to apfiroabh these youngmen who for or ' o^ belonged to 

re^^olotionary societies to bring them over to the Congress and prove to them that 
we cannot win our liberty by the application of violendc. And 1 toy I have sncoeedcii 
in persuading many of them. But to my horror^ what do I Bud t They were pouncc<] 
upon by the {:olice within a few days and lodged in ja^l. For what ofiience? BV 
could not ascertain <^th to at ilic time. Afterwards we were told that thty wen- 
detained under Urgulatiou 111 of 1018. 

1 will g:ve you a few intmsting details. Questions were put in ibis Bouse 
to whctlier any deiinite charges were made against them.— 1 want to draw youi 
attention. Bir, and the attention of this Bouse to that— to say what were the detinirr 
charges Drought against them ? What is the reply I The* answer is cbai-gc‘s havr 
liceu put to the prisoners.*' Is it with ngard to deiinite oiEenoes? The answer h 
vide the previous answer. Hir, the previous answer is charges were put to thim ", 
EAoiy body understands the distinqtion between ^charges' and *deiiLitc chaigob. 
Ai.d I declare in this Bouse that no definite chaiges were put against any of tlicm. 

irivchtiuated the cast'. If the Bon'ble Member has quoted an extract from 
a i-epoit of juo’gts, Ut me quote to lorn extracts fiom my report. We obtaiurd 
pet mission to visit these iiersonp. We sent our friends to them. They were ask(*fi 
siiecihcaliy with regaid to what had happened. And they were to!d this. 

These arc the charges : “You are a Bolshevik agent : ** That is charge N'o. I. 
**Wa8 any deiinite pi oof placed before you”? No. What did you say? “1 said it 
was an abominable lie.” I am quoting from my report, I ask you to contuder stti»poHin>i 
any one of you is charged like this, how can you prove that you arc not a Bolshevik 
agent ? Suppose 1 am chaiged like this, how can 1 prove that 1 am not a Bolshrvik 
agent ? Because (pome one leported some thing— a spy somewhere has said someth iii^ 
that to and so has <!onc sucli and such thing w*hicb is untestod- am 1 fo U> 
chargetl like that ? The man who has made the statement must be brought Ufei'* 
some rcsponsib'c officer. Be sliouM be cross-examined to show the utter horo\vnr»:s 
and falsity of his st aliment. With K'gaid to these men 1 cannot believe for on.- 
single mcmcni Mat they are Bolshevik agents. 

Then there is another cliarge— “Y^ou are privy to murder of a police officvi." 
"Whicli police i fficers ?— they asked. The information w^as denied. When did tin 
murder or murders take place?— they asked. This infoimatiou, too, they were denied. 

I ask you, in al) seriousness, how is it possible for a man to answer a eharp- 
like this— “You are privy to munler of a police oflBoer.” They can only say thar 
it is a lie, an aboramab'e lie. That is what they said. 

‘ Then . the third charge in “You arc an associate of so and so.’* These asK) 
ciates are also detained pc^^ons, Of course it is possible to be associated witli 
these men without being guilty of murder. If that charge is preferr*?d against nic, 
i am afraid, I have to plead guilty to that charge, Some of these interned won- 
my associates— they are men with whom I luivc worked. They have workts! with 
me and preached the doctrine of non-violence, I am proud of them. 

Another question was put to them “You were preaching seilition and pullli^h' 
ing infinmmatory literature,” Of course the inflammatory Uterature is b(h>»v ih- 
Oovenuneut. 11 it is setlitious according to law, thtm why they are not put ui"'*' 

tlicdr trial ? These are the kiiuls of ciiarges that are brought against them. 

My grievance "is, either there is evidence before tlie Gtovemment which iht* 
Government beJeves is sufficient to prove their gui.t in a court of law or, if dn* 

Om^rnment diKs not believe it, the Government has no right to detain them (Ism* 

hear). If the Goveiiuntort has in its possession evidence whitoi it believes to 
true, let them he prodttC(?d for trial. The Government dare not produce them fo’’ 
trial. I say there is no evidence against them., 

There is another side of the <|ac8tion. It is witir regard to the question oj 

policy. It is a question which is more important than the ^ 

innoceucTe of these men. And that Ss the question to which I totol refer to 

have done. .1 a^k the Govemmeht to seriously cohater, the application of tnew 

lawless laws, as I call them— .these represtove te decrccs-cim 
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^ibiy put •» «“> «® revotationwy movemewr 1 do not deny tiiM in BennI 
there wns lewlntlwary novtment.niul I »«y unfonwurteJy for ut, tor those who 
t)e!ong Indmii National Crnigma, this revolutionary movcmeut exiatft aiul vriU 

ixi»t as long na vriadom dina not prevail in the Council ChaiuUr of your admium- 
liatoro. i wit tliiB qucBtiou solemnly:— tn the history of the worM has revo utioiiaiy 
loDvement been chrtked at any time by repressive ligislat on t It has never been clivekrd 
l! can never clitik rcvo!utiottaiy movement. It can never suppivss it. I am tod 
that when these inteiiiinents took place the levo’ntionary movement was suppriestti 
li viM not sur pressed. If it vaa suppressed why has it laM its lumt aRain,' li 
WPS not suppiesseil* It buried its head underground. Eveiy time you appb' thm* 
nguiations, eveiy time you ai‘iul pcoj^le to jail witl.out tria», it creates disaffec- 

lion. I will ask you to seriously consider— can revo'ut ionary crious oeaw* if dis- 
afftction increases ? The Tevo.’utionaries may Ih» temporarily bUppressiii but on’y for 
liu time. Memember, tl.e man who throws the bc»mb is not ihc only rerrorist. Hr 
> A tenorist undoubtedly. The man who shoots iuuoceut fellow citisens in a 
icnorist. He is a tniorist no doubt. But he is not the on y tirrorist. Thrre an- 
vi;comcious terrorsts. These terrorists are tlose. who practise upon tla? fear of 

il;e people. me <,uote this horn an extinct I made from an Kiiglisb news|iat>er 
H few y«rs ago:— 

** Every one who talks of the iiectl of law aiul ordoi while iRUoring tin* 

-I ill greater nerri for justice is a terrorist. The terrorist is a man in terror trying 

t.. strike terror m some lotly else. Thus any one of is linb'e to U'eome a 
ii!:oiist on occasions of (latiic aiul excitement." - 

If the Qovcinment has any leason to supfose that rtvo utionaiy inovnnent wid 
:ii-ieasc in strength, then the oii'y thing they have got to eotihider is how to 
^uiihfy the people of this country. It is ailniittrd that tluN‘ levolutioiiarirs arc 
pjtriiots. It was stated by His ExeeUeiiey the other day that these revo ut'oiuu’ies 
;n» patriots. They an' out to secure the lilicity of their eountry. 

(‘Itange Of Heart— the Only iSoiutioti. 

Wc are tod that the Ooveinmeiit will never bt‘ cociced. If hy (joereion is 
iMuiit the application of physical force, I agrt^e. Hut if that statemeiit means that. 
t!.i‘ (lovernment is not t(» yield to the wishes of the jieoplo, I differ eiitiiey (hear, 
l)*ar). Jf it IS stetsd that Government is not to be coerced, may I not make this 
d^idarathn on behalf of the people of this tountry that the people of this country 
uili not be coerced either. (Hear, hrar). T}icnft»re wliui is wiiiitftl is a change 
e; IsTvri. That is the only peaceful solution <»f the question, Aiul I ask you 
s* . ousy to consider this. 1 ask you to {lUbs this icrolutioii and 1 np|H‘al to the 
t< venunent to accept this icsolutioii as a proof of that change of heart upon wldeh 
Mui upon which aloiu: depeinlH the peaceful solution of tliis p.'obhvii. (Hear, hear;. 

Just one word, and 1 have done. His Excellency— I lieg your pardon— 1 mean 
>' «- Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan yesterday nuuie ustr of an argument, wlilcli 
K'uiuih very much like intimidation, ft was certain y not h s iiitention, I atlmii. 
I'lt what the iioD^blc Member saitl was this timl ihe Uoveiiuiirnt will never accept 

d'i He was asking you not to accept, this resoluiimi and one of the n*asons upon 

w he relietl w’as that the Govi-rnraeut would never RcvTpt our ree»«nrnendafioii. 
I'luufte the Government would not accept the resolut.’on, you toil you shoo'd 

" |»as<i it. That sounds like iuiimidatioii. Bet me asbiire the Hon’h e MnnlxT thai 
U'Li House will not be intmtdated either, and that in spite of what he has said this House 

pass the Hesoiutton. 

After Mr. Dae had sat down, a Kuropean geiktleniaii itiee ai:d mode 
fue astoundiiig etateineitt that none of the internees or deiiotteee ever 
j^eiioufily quegtaoned the illegality of the action of the Government agninst 
1‘itm. This gratuitous observation met with a crushing retoit fiom 

tabu 8atyer.dra Chardra Mittra who was himself intenied iii.der the 
i-efence of India Act. Mr. Sen Guptii was asked to reply to the 

tudiftte but be prefeii-ed to waive his ri^ht aid the resolution was put 
b the voite and declared lost. 

^ division was demanded and the result showed that 76 members 
'^t^ for and 46 against it and it was received with ringing applause 

* > the Swaiajists. 
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The pNMnd^iit deolar^ ' tlie reiololto clfliiied. The 
**Tfue Comicil mpommiBncle to die Govenunonl t^t diA Gt^vem- 
ment of India bo i^foackod tot the immediate fdeaee ol the 
pereons behmpng to Bengal who have been plated undet penotial 
leatfaint under Bengal Rc^ulieion 111 of 1818. and that, ilneces. 
aary, they be tried according to law in an open court of Juetice.** 

Of the three Minietere. Babo Sarendra Nath MulKck war absent 
as on the two previous days. The two other Ministers. Mouivi Faslul 
Huq and Mr. Ghosnavi were present but did not open their mouths 
but voted with the Government. The Swaraiists. of course, voted solid 
for Mr. Sen Gupta s resolution. The Independents also followed 
suit and all of them voted for the motion. Besides the Moslem 
Swan^ists there were a few other Independent* Mahomedan members 
who also went to the right lobby along with the Swaiaiists and other 
Nationalists. 

The Second Rssolution on Political Prisoners. 

Another motion of Mr. J,. M. Sen Gupta that:-— 

''This Council recoommends to the Government that all political 
prisoners of and belonging to Bengal namely 

'(a) those convicted for offences committed with a political motive 
before the Royal Amnesty granted in the Royal Proclamation issued 
by His Gracious Majesty, the Kiiig'Kmperor. on the 23rd of December. 19l<) ; 

Mb) those convicted under the Criminal l^w Amendment Act (XIV 
of 1908). during 1921 and 1922; and 

' (c) those convicted for sedition, and those bound down and iin* 
prisoned under Section 108 of the Criminal Procedure Code for deliver- 
ing seditious speeches during 1921, 1922, and 1923 be forthwith 

released.’’ 

was carried by a majority of 31 votes. 41 voting against and 72 
for the resolution. 

The Third Resolution on Repressive Laws. 

Another i*e8olution moved by Babu B. K. Bose on repressive laws 
ran thus 

III. '’This Council recommends to the Goveminent to re<iue6t the 
Government of India for the immediate repeal or withdrawiJ in legard 
to Bengal of the following laws; 

(1) the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act, Iffll (X of 1911)^ 

(2) the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act. 1908 (XFV of 1908)* 

(3) SectioBS 13 and 13 A and other sections so far as they 
relate to Secrions 15 and 15 A of tibe Polioe Act, 1881 (V of 1861) ; and 

(4) Beiigal Bcgulation III of 1818"’ 

The motaon was being diietmied when the Coundt acQourned till 
the 2Mh January. 

lalpipi^sfiafi on fttg. Ill, ' PiitMiSfS 

At qnettioa time Mr. l|.*BN ttin>TA iMd wsked : (a) wMi Hon’ble the MemKr 
in otanrffs of the Fo:itie«l be p^etaed te My Mie • ftatemmi 

giving the foUowing panqps iwiested and 

Bengal under 111 m . 

(i) the naines of Uie persons 
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(it) tl« dMW oii' «faMr«Mdi ot tbm penoni wm •rmtcd ; 

(Ui) the oliMgei, if eny, jhioh wm Immgbt egeiitrt «Mh «{ th««e pemom before 

»r««l J Ot)^***® » i®**?*^ " «?» **«» 8*Mt^ to Mfch of theic pemoiw ; 

(V) (iie pSaoe oC 4«leii«loii of coch of these persons ; and r- » 

(vi) the pttaont daily or iiiunth:y expendltttre on each of these peiiMinH for food. 

(b) Will the Hoh^ble the Hember be pleased to state :— 

(i) wheth r the said p.3«oii8 were charged with definite offences ; 

(ii) whether they ww aUowed snfScii»it opportunity to answer »uo4i cliarges in 
writing ; and (iii) whether these cases were plaoed before Judges ? 


(c) will the Hon’b> the Member be pleased to state whether the persons or any of 
fiicm were ashed by the police if they were members of the 8wamjya Party befow 
arrest ? . 

The Hou'ble Bin HVUM 8 TEPHEKSON replieil 

(a) (i> and <il) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iii) Charges haye been put to all the prisoneri*. la the public interest, however, 
iioxernment do not cohsuler it desirable to publish them. 

(iv) and (v) Government do not consider it denirable to publish this iiLfurmatlou. 

(vi) Rupee one and annas four. 

(li) (i) Vide answer to (a) <jii). (ii) Yes. 

(iii) With the exception of two of tlie prisoners who were arrest nl at ihe instance 
the Government of India, the cases of all were plactsl before the Judges. 


(c) The answer Is in the negative. 

fitaiaiiMat refarvad to in the reply to claosos (a)(i) and (ii) of the (|u*.*Hf.iort 
‘l owing the names, etc., of the State prisoners confined under Regulation III of 1618 : — 


Namks Of Btatk Pbibomisrs akd Dates op Ad rest. 

(f) Amrita liUl 8arkar«-25th September, |PS:i. 

i'i) Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta -25t)i September, 1938. 

(8) Baiish Obandni Pakrashi (Satish Bliattachar jya) ?-»3ath 8cpU;mber, )933. 

(4) Manmobati Bhattachariya«S5th September, 1923. 

(6) Upcndra Hath Banerji— 35th September, 1928. 

(6) Kali Prasad Banerji- 2fith September, 1923. 

(7) Jiban Lai Chatter] i —2ud October, 1928. 

(8) Bhupati Mazamdar «-25th September, 192.8. 

(9) Ramesh Chandra Patta Chaudhuri --25th Be pteiulHT, 1928. 

(10) Monoranjan Gupta— IRith September, 1923. 

(11) Musaflar Ahmeil-^irth May, 1923. 

(13) Jyotish Chandra Ghosh— 26th September, 1928. 

(13) Atindra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri— 6tb October, 1928. 

(14) Nalini Nath Qopta — 2Qtb December, 1923. 

(15) Bhupendra Kumar Dutta —25th September, 1923. 

(16) Amarendra Nath Chatterii — 26th September, 1923. 

(17) Jadu Gopal Mukherise-^25th September, 1923, 

On the Council assembling on the 28th January the adjourned debate 
"ii Mr. B. K. Bose’s Besolution was taken up. Mr. B. CHAKRAVARTy, 
fne leader of the Nationalist party, first rose in support of the 
»'*isoIntk)ii and spoke as follows;— 

1 for one ooncede that the first duty of a civiliseil Government i» the maitiUv 
»»ance of law ami order -^there is no doubt about that. But at the naim? time 1 
] , ™y emphatic protest against the stotement that the expressloM ‘ law amt 

inclinte repressive measures* If I may be iicrmitted, I may r«ul a 
great iSngliiih Jurist, Blackstone ; “To bereave a life by viocm;.*: 
it! his states without accusatiou and trial would be so gross and atrocious 

B ‘^^^Potism as mast at onde convey an alarm throughout the kingdom. 
Rrt. of persons by secretly hurrying them to jail where their Huffcnriipi 

» a less pub ic, less striking thing ami therefore a more dangerous 
arbitrary Government.’* As I have the honour of afldreming the 

ti ^ House, Eng. ish gent !emen, 1 hope, Will bear in mind what was MikI 

iL ttl great jurisik. Now I come to more recent times. Members am awatw 

mere were troub’es at the tinw when Lord Morley was Secretary of Btatc for 



388 BENGAL LEGISLATIVE CO0Nt:iL Icalcuix4 

India and Lcmi Minto was the Viceroy. Members are aware a*to that some depcjir. 
ations took place then. 1 am toM that one of the deportees is a pillar of sircuL'th 
to the present Government. However that may be in IkOlt Lord Morley wnite to 
I^rd Minto as fol!ows : ^^1 won't follow yon in deportations^ Vou state your cs!,.,. 
willi irmarfcable force, I admit. But then 1 comfort myself in my disquiet ot 
tliifering from you by the reflection that perhaps tfcc Spanish Viceroy in tb,. 
Netherlancls, the Austrian Viceroy in Vienna, the Bonrboni in the Sicilies ru,] 
Governors in the ol<l American colonics used reasonings not w*hol!y dfssfmi'ar aixi 
not much less fcrceful." 

Aiui [ venture to think, however atrocious a measure might be, however it mnv 
itifiingo the libeit^icw of the citizens, reasons liave been found, and it has been iit 
the mouth of every one from time immemorial, that for the sake of Maw and oMim' 
it is necessary to resort to repressive measures. When the greatest of the Bourbon. 
I.ouis XIV had to defcml his conduct, his answer was-<>‘‘You speak of (hivem. 

ment, you siieak of administration, it is me" ami the Bourbon defend il his conducM 

on the ground o! law and order. However that may be^ let os come to more rc<;enr 
times. The racmbei's of this House have heanl the name of Dr. Masaryk who is 
now the rcs[)ectcd President of the Republic of Czecho*8!avokia. . When the AuKtritisi 
Oovernment wus in (lower he was condemned to death in the name of law aii,i 
onlei*. He hatl to flee from his country and take shelter in England. The 
ixiies were defended on the grouiul of law and order. Therefore when the exprebhioh 

*law and order’ is trotted out it does not in the slightest degree interfere with 

n».v l-oint that, it has lK*en the cry from time immemorial of every irrerponsible authority. 
Hoieiice has st; own that even mineral matter or inorganic matter is capable of respond, 
ill}; to external stimuli. But I have not yet found any irres^nsible authority 
responding to (lie stimulus of pub ic opinion (hear, hear). It seems to me tlmi 
irresponsible government is synonymous with government incapable of a)>(Mvciatiii'j 
the opinion of the i»eo| le govcmeil by them. 

“ f Vntury Old Regulation Htill Young ’* 

The measures against which we ai*e complaining so far as my rcso’ution ■'i 
eoiicerned are thre<\ lii the tivst place let us take Bengal Regulation 111 of 1818. It 
more than a century o <1. The members of this House are aware that conditions in India in 
1818 were such tliat it was necessary to pass that rcgu'ation. It was intendetl for tli<* 
purpose of preventing inter oikjih from foreign countries coming into this country to cR*at« 
diflftculties, amongst others, in the Feudatoiy States. This hoary goal olil friend of 
ours, altlioiigh more than iiumli'ed years old, seems to me as young as ever. Age da> 
not seem to have affected its vitality. There w'as a solemn Committee appuintcil f(»r tin 
purprise of saying good-bye to this (laTticular regulation. They said it was an arcliri!< 
piece of !egis!at on and ought not to be on the statute hook. They farther saiii, 
they were not going to apply it except in the inflammable Frontier Provinces. That wu^ 
the finding of the rommittce. It was followed by a resolution of the Government of India 
n(‘cepting t he recomniendat.ion of the Committee. But can there be any justitication 
the year of grace 1923, about 12 montbs after the publication of that report, for tl.«* 
ricourse that hud to be had to the usi^ of that regulation for the purpose of hurryin;' 
into jail some 17 persons of His Gracious Majesty’s subjects? How* can w'c, who bnvr t> 
ilcal with the people of this country, justify this action after the most solenoi 
tierlaration, not by the Local Government, but by the Central Government of Ind^a 
which has been referred to above ? 

The Hbii’ble Sir ABDUR RAHIM wid that these measures 
preventive laws and necessary for the prevention of crime. The Crimiiwl 
Procedure Code was full of measures for the purpose of prevention 
of Crime. These three measures were all measures of that kind. Not a 
single cogent argument had been advanced to show that they were un* 
1le88aT>^ After referring to the report of the Repressive Laws Committee 
Sir Abdur Rahim said that if they found the Bengal Regulation necessso 
here they were perfectly justified in applpng it. The object of 

Seditious Meetings Act was to prevent sedition and the Criminsi 
Amendipeiit Act aimed at suppressing unlawful a» 80 oiation 8 <^A law o 
this character was liable to be misused but was- that a good 
for repealirg such an Act? The passing of the Goonda Act show 



that bile people w«i^ « more draatio meMure than theae lawa The 
dilferenrt brtweoD the Goo^a Act and the Bengal Regulation waa that 
theGoonda Aet did not refer, to the Bhadralog olaaa. They could not 
gay that there should be one law for the Bhadralog and another for the 
poorer daases. 

Mr. Chakravaitsr.w WeareallGoondas! (laughter). 

Mr. C. Be Das in rej^y to the Govt members said : — 

I have to reply to eemin obiertatieae aiade by Sir Abdat lUbiai, eifaerwlee 
I vroald not hsTe Iboaghi It mcjeeary to get op ead speak at all. At tbe eerv 
couet I wish to make one thing perf^eily eleat. Sir Abdar Bahim in lefeffing to 
•ome of ns aakl that we gentlemen who want to ha?e the statatee repealed wonld 
not take »i* the responsib lity of Ooferoitfeat; that statement is absolntely 
incorree*. We are, at yon are ail awar**, prepared to take op the responsibility of 
the Goeernm-nt (tiia% hear,) of, this prottnee and onr only objaotloa is that the 

Gofernment Is nut made refpoti>ib!e to the people of this eoontry (hear, bear), and 
the moment tbe Goeerament is made responsible to tbe people of this oonatry Sir 
Ab^ni Rablm wil) Sad etery one of ns ready to take op the responsibility of the 
Goveromenf* But what was oGered to nt is not the responsibility of tbe entire 
Oovernment, bat only part of it, and that part cannot be disicoiated from the 
whole. It it a kind of responsibility which is not rctponsiblo to anybo^ty. Oertalnly 
we refnsed to shoaldet that kind ot responsibility. 

Necessity of Present ire Laws. 

To make oar position clear I chall nroeeed to deal with one or two argomentt 
pat forward by Sir Abdar Bahim. Tee Hia*ble Member was angry becanse Mr. 
thakrabarti did hgI pat forward faote. Sit Abdnr Rahim said that these are 

prerentire laws whloh are necessary for the maintenance of Law and Order. Therefore 
those laws mast remain on tbe Statate Book. Bat tbe whole question is whether 

prerentire laws have any saCegnards. We are told in season and ont of season that 

ercry eiviliaed oonatry come time or other bare reasons for emergency legislation, 
hot may I remind the Home of one fact, that Is also proved by historyi via, that there 
ii hardly any ciriVaed Ooeef nment which te not responsible to the people ? The whole 
d'ffisreoce ie there. Teat is tbe point in a nntsbell. If tbe Qorernment of this oonrtry 
had beta respoatible to th^ people aod if it had been thought neceetary to enact represetre 
LgislaticMi for the time being, tbe people wonld bare agreed to that became they knew 
that the moueenl Ihece meaenrec were misapplied and people were misgoverned on aoeonnt 
of tbie enaitmeni they would have tbe right to run that Government ont. India to-day 
has not got that right. Therefore we have to be very careful in allowing these repressive 
bgiflationi to be kepi in the Statnte. Members of the Governmeot are after all bnman 
briDgs. They cannot help taking side on a particular question. They are human and 
there Is this danger rf applying the renretsive ctatntes in putting down politioul freedom, 
it is from that point of Tiew that we hare the greatest objection to tbe contfnoanoe of 
these repressive la we on the Statate Book. 

There is another argnmeat put forward by Sir Abdor Bahim. He says tl at there 
are sectlone In the Crimlnid Procedure Code which contain preventive laws and that 
therefore this Honse oogtit not to get rid f.f preventive laws. 1 cannot nnderstand that 
kind of argnment. — There are preventive laws and preventive laws. There are many 
preventive laws in the Orfmlnal Procedure Code which are cunetdered nrorssary. But 
it doer oot follow from that that every legislation which is pot forward as a prevencire 
bgifflation mast ho kept np. I cannot understand that argument at all. 

Cnpopularity Ot the Regulation. 

i, , T^ien the Hoa*ble Sir Abdnr Bahim went on to sey with regard to Regulation III of 
tel 8 that tbete was flMi Qoonda Act and tbe peopi** were very anxious tor tbe Onnnda 
Act. The Qoonda Aot is someihlng like B^olatlon lit cf 1818 and therefore people are 
aciinus to have tiie B^lation III of 1818 retained on the dtatnte Book ! 1 must say 

• was straek with the .pinrieot syllogism pot forward by Sir Abdor Bahim. 1 do not 
■now whether Iho Oooada Act Is popoiar or not. But the kind « f Qconda Aet passed 
i'cre last year Is ofTtafnly very objectionable. I have not consulted the public with 
t'l* fence to that qmstibii but I wonld point out to Sir Abdnr Bahim that Bengal 

• ;*r«:ation 111 of 1818 ft meet nnpppnlar. Itisafnet. Ask any countryman of ours, 

anybody who Is lesponnble to the people of this country, whom the people look 
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upon M tbe!r »»k tnj one c<f ihcm 4iid you wUi find tbikt Bengal lUenUtion m 

ot iSlfi if not wanted bj the people. Let me read to yon a pauage Irom what wu faid 
by the pcet fiablLdra Eath Tagore. Be aaid : Tbe policy of aeeret cendeuinatioii 
and pnniabnent bUbetCo pnrtned baa ltd a very large nnmbjpr of my enantrjmpii, 
Incloilog a gloat many of Ibaae poniabed who are innoeent. into Imnneonment* 
Tbta aavonre more of vengeanoe than of precan lion/’ That ia wby we obftct to the 
oontinnanoo of tbia regulation on the btatnte Hook. 

Babu BUOY KRISHNA BOSE in replying to tbe debate said that tho 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson wanted a guarantee from Messrs. Das and 
Obakravarty that if these laws were abrogated and if the prisoners wore 
released there would be no murder and no dacoity. In reply to that 
he would ask the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson and the Government to givo 
them a guaraiit3o that if the continuance of these preventive laws wore 
allowed and if they went on in the way as they were going on now, 

the Goveniment would bo able to bring peace^ law and order in the 

country (hear, hear). Change of heait was not one-sided. But would 

the Government give them the guaiantee that there would be absolute 

peace by keeping these laws unrepealed and by keeping these men in jail 
without trial ? Ho thought that tho strongest argument for the repeal of the 
laws had been given by the Hon’ble Member himself when he said 
that the Seditious Meetings Act was never extended to Bengal, that the 
Criminal Law Aincndmont Act was a dead letter and that Section 15A 
of the Police Act was very rarely used. If so, then what was the 
harm in abrogating these laws ? Sir AMur Rahim had said that the GooikLi 
Act was more drastic than tho Bengal Regulation III of 1818. Then 
why did they not repeal tho Regulation and apply the Goonda Act.? 

After (quoting some extracts from the ‘Recollections of Lord Moricy’, 
the speaker said that repressive laws did not save Russia from the 
Duma. Responsible Government was sure to come and if tho Govern* 
rnent went on in tliat way that would not prevent another Duma in 
India. 

After tho Hon'ble Sir Hugh Stephenson had made a brief reply tho 
resolution was put to vote and tho Proddent declared in favour of the 
‘Noes’ when a division was demanded. 

At this stage Mr. S. Suhrawardy said— “ Mr. President, Sir, we 
understand some European members.” — President—" Who is this ‘ wo ’ ? 

As tho heckling continued Mr. Suhmwai'dy remarked that he was quite 
willing to obey the chair but he refused to be coerced by tho membei’s in 
front of him. Mr. S. Suhrawardy said that he and some other members 
wanted ruling from the chair as to whether Major Suhrawardy, the 
Deputy Chainnan, could vote on the resolution. 

The President remarked that when a controversial matter was boiiiii 
discussed and the Deputy Speaker had occupied the chair, he should think 
seriously befoto he voted. He further said that the Deputy Speaker 
of tho House of Commons never dreamt of voting. 

The President hero informed the House that he had received notices 
from several members that they had been inconvenieneed by meml)»jr8 
while proceeding to tho lobbies on the 25th instant. It was not in oitwr 
for a member tc canvas for votes after the diviaibn had been declared. 
The paths leading to the lob^ must therefere be kept entirely clear. 

Maulvi Kurul Huq ani the President 

When the members of the House were retiring to the divison lobby 
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Moulvi Nural Huq Chowdhry drew the attention of the Preaidcut to tho 
fact that a member of the House (who it transpired was Moulvi Raiibuddin 
Tarafdar) was being forcibly taken to the “No*' lobby. The President 
tried to snub him whereupon Moulvi Nurul Huq repaated his complaint. 
The President then lost his temper and said that if Moulvi Huq iHd not 
ol>ey the chair he would have to be turned out. Nothing dauiitecf the 
Moulvi retorted that if it was his ruling that he would be ttirnod out, he 
wjis prepared to be turned out. 

The Resolution Carried 

Then the division was over, and the President announced the following 

) C.siilt : 

For the Resolution— 63, 

Against the Resolution— 43. 

There were loud cheers from the opposition benches and the Presi- 
dent then adjourned the meeting. 

The following list will indicate the manner in which the inemliers 

voted : — 


Fcr the Motion 

Maulvi AsicnaddiD Ahmad. Maalti Rafluddin Ahmad, MauWI Zayebuddin Ahroai 
Maulvi Z^noof Ahmad, Maolvi Syed Saltan AH, Mr, AUnf All, lUhu Ramp»h Ch. 
i.igrhS Dr. Pramatbafifi.t:h Banerj^r, Habn Hatyakliihore Banerj*P, Baba .laUndranafh 
Baba Baratohandra Basu, Baba Bejjoy Rriabna Bofip, tfr. B. Ohakravarty, 
iwiiMi «1 ogendrachandra Ohakravarty, Baba Bodarian Ohakravarty, Babo l^meah c'b. 

‘ rittorjee, Ral Harendra Nath Chaodbarl, Maulvi Muhammad Nurol fiaq (>haodhurl 
MatiWi Syed Abdor Baaf ^hoadhary, Mr, N. C. Obandtr, Baba Mohintmaban Da«, 
M^ (\ n. Dar, Dr. J, M Dav Oupta, Babn Barailapra'^ad De, ManWi Aldul 
‘iaffar. Baba Khagendranath <)aDgaI', Shah By^d Kmdadul Huq Maulvi Syedul 
Huo, Maulvi VVahed Hossain, Maalvi Mahabobal Huq. Maulvi Aftab HoKtaln Joar lai. 
Mftutvi Abdar Baseev Khan, Maalvi Amanat Khan. Maalvi Mahiaddin Khan, MbuIvI 
Mabomad, Baba Maheudranatb Maiti, lUba Batycndrachandra Mitra, Bahn 
Uraknath Makberjec, Baba Heracbandra Naskar, Baba Monomoban Ncogi, ManWi 
Vbdal Kader, Mr. Pravanna Dav Raika^, Baba Ablnadi Chandra Ral, 1\«h\i 
Na^ondranaTayaD Bal, Baba Sarendranatb Rai. Dr, Komnd Kaukar Ra*, Knmar 
^uibabekarPHwar Bai, Baba Aoilbaran Rai, Baba Manmathanaih Rai , Dr. Bldhanohandra 
Kai, Mr. D. N. tiai, Mr. Kiraoaankar Rai, Mr. Satcowripati Hal, Baba Sailajanath 
Uai ('haadboTi. Ral Babadar Saty*ndranath Rai Cbaudborl, Baba flemantakiimar 
"arkar, Babu NalioiraDjao Sarkar, Mr. B. N. Savroal, Mr, N, P. Son, Mr, .1. M. 
*^‘n Mr. Gupta. Dr. A. Sabrawardy, Mr. H. S. Sabrawardy and Maoivi Mubain> 
n:a.i Vasio. 


Against the Motion. 

Mr. H. Barton, Nawab Syed Nawab AU (^baadbari, Kban Babadar Maalvi 
Muhammad Chainnddin, Mr 0. G. Cooper, Mr. ,T. Cottle, Mr. T. Crawford. Baba 
^barnchandra Da«, Major General B, H. D#'are, Mr, G, Dev, Hor. Mr. J, Donald, 

J. T, Donovan, Dr. T. 0, D. Dann, Mr. G. 8 Datf, Mr. T Kmerton, Mr. .f, 
C ampbell Foreiter, The Hon. Mr. A. K. Ghozoavi, Sir George Godfrey , Mr P. N. 

Mr. N. B. Qopta. Khan Bahador Kazir Zahirnl Huq, Hon. Mr. A. Fazlol 
’Joq. Khan Bahadur Maalvi Mawat Hofsain, Mr. G. T. Hantingfoid, MaaWi 
Kkramul Huq. Mr. J, A. Jon«»a, Mr, D. H. The Hon. Maharaja of Bordwan 

A. Marr, Mr. McAlnio, M'. A. N. Moberley, Dr. H. W. B. Moren^ KhaiaS 
M. A. Natiraddin, Mr. J. T. Philip. Hon. Sir Abdar Rahim, Mr. G. P. Ro«e, Maolvi 
)’daluk%b Sircar, Hon. Sir Hogh Stephenaon, Mr. S. C. Stuart WilHama, Mr. .1. A. 

Swan, Maalvi Bajibuddin Tarafdar, Mr. W. h, Traveri, Mr. Villiara aud M^ U. 

Wilton. 

"iho Council was then adjourned till the 18 th February. 



sqt BBNGftt ixaimjnwn 

Swar alisl A eti vitief 
Following tliese great vietories in the Council the SwareJ t>art> 
made an extansiTe i(>ropaganda throughout Bengal ao as to create aii 
atmoaphere favourable to them and antagoniaMc to Oovemtnent. 
Ihe folio wing circular letter waa iaaued to all leading public men of al) 
the diatrict and aubdiviaional towna of Bengal by Mr. J. M. Sen Guptn 
and Baasi Ahdur Raachid Khan* Secretaiiea. Bengal Bwaraj Party:— 

*' Dear Sir, — You must have read in the Preaa that the Swarajja 
Party and the » Nationalist Party by an overwhelming majority have carried 
the following three reaolutiona 

[Htr$ folUnDs 1h§ TVs/ of ih« r^tolutiong tu pamd\ 

Aa you are a leading public man, we have been asked by our 
party to bring to your notice the necessity of ^nvening public meetinjrs 
supporting the three resolntiona paaaed by the Council. We would aUo 
ask you to pass another resolution directing your repremntatives in the 
Council to oppose all Government measures with a view to put an 
end to this system of Government which is not r^ponsible to the 
people (a the Government do noc accept the resolutions). 

If any member of your district voted against any of the resolutions 
ill the Council, will you also pass another resolution, the form of which 
is given below 1 The resolutions may take the following form 

‘ '*This meeting of the people of approves of the resohr 

tions on the release of political prisoners and the repeal of repressive 
laws passed by the Bengal Legislative Council and calls upon the 
Government to give effect to the said resolution as voicing the opinioi* 
of the electorates of Bengal./ 

* This meeting of the electorate of ••• ••.disapproves of the conduH 

of Mr in voting against the resolution on the release ot 

political prisoners and the repeal of repressive laws in the Bcugal 
Council and calls upon him to resign his membership in as much as he 
does not enjoy the confidence of the electorate any more.’' 

‘ “ This meeting further urges on the representatives of] the district in 
the Legislative Council to oppose all Go\ eminent measures with a view to 
put an end to the present system of Government which is not at all re^* 
poiisible to the people if immediate effect be not given to the Kesolutioi^ 
passed by the people’s representatives inside and outside the Council ’. 





ifc THE BUDGET STATEMENT 

The Budget Session — Feb^March 1924 

Hie Council neaBsembled after the receea oti the IStb February on whidi 
<late it ast only for an hour. The only work was the presentation of the 
Budget esdmate for 1924*20 by the Hon. Mr. J. Don^dd* the finance member. 
Attciidanoe was thin. Proceedings opened with a few members taking their 
f)Sth and then the Hon. the President made a long statement setting forth 
h\» reasons for disallowing the no*oonfidenoe motion on the Ministers. 

The President said : — 

“ 1 reodveil daring the rfscm> £rom a member of the i^ouncii a uotiue tiie 
fo toving motions which was bubmitted under the provisions of Htaiiding Onler 7S 
|Mi\ 1<W of l^i IV of the Bengal I^egislative Council Kues and Staiulmg Ordm). 

I . That a formal address be presented lo His Kxcelleney the Governor of ihmgal 
^ul•luitting that His Excel lency'b present Ministers do not enjoy the coufidenoe of 
rhe Council. 

I I, Tliat a message be scut to His ExccUemiy the Governor thiough the 

Il.iiible the President of the Bengal l-egislative Council submitting that His 

K\r'>l!eucy’8 present Ministers do not enjoy the coiiHdence of tlie Couiici*. 

r informed the Hou*b!e Membm* in rep y that in my opinion these twir motiotis 
,1 not fall within the Boopt; of the Standing Onler in question and I disallowed them 
:if‘*v>i‘dingly. At the same time 1 intimatol to him that bi view of a contrary ru'iiig 
1^1 I he Hon'ble the PixHiidcnt of the Madras Leg!s‘ative Council 1 would take the 
|H»rtunity to-day of stating to the House the i-casons for my ruling. 

There are only oenaiu maiters which iimy be discusned in the Councii umlrr the 
A( uiul rules franic<l under the Act, namely, motions in regard to LegiHhdi«>n and 
tir Budget, voting on tuch matters as the salaries of Council Seerctarieb aiut other 
tusntM's piovided in the Act itself, aiul the discussion of subjects of geneiul pub ie 
in crests ami definite matters of urgent public impiMtance which last can he raised 
y by reccmuneiulatory reso utions and by motions for adjournment resp^eiive y. 

The section which is relierl upon is a Standing Order. As such it cannot run 

iMiuter to the lules framo<l under (he Government of India Act. That Act (See 

:21‘ (5) htys down that rules may be frainiNl under this Act for ih<i discussion c»f 
siiv subject specitied in the rules aiul rules so maih^ cannot lie ameiuled hy thr 
h.di.Mi litgislature or by any r.ocal I^islatunr (sec. 12HA). Cndcr rule 22 made 
Kiui^r the Act (Sec, 71 (I) of Bart IV of the Bengal l>giH!Btive Council Buies iinii 
MsMiding Orders) the €k)vernor is empowered to disallow any reso’uiion or any jairt of 
> evolution on the grouiuis therein stateil. This power of <iisal!owance hy His Kxceh 
is conferred by Htatntc aiul cannot therefore Ik* abrogated or avoideil by any 
>!:iiiding Order, The scope of Standing Onler 72 cannot Iht extended to cover aii 
whicli deals witn matters of a cemtroversia! character, for in that case, any 
luaru-i of public controversy cou'd be iliscusseil by the Council uiuler cover of n 
h*rmii> address or a message through the Pivsuleut without His Kxcelleiury la'iiig 
ic * f,, make use of his constitutional power uiuier Kulc 22, 

N“ question is involved in the presimt case tf observance of or departure from 
I.'*! ijiinoTiiary timlitions. This Council dhcliarges its functions umlev a written con- 
y aiul it is the primary duty of the I’resident to ailminister and interpret 

statutory rules upon which that constitution is based, and which, as I havtt 
» > siatcil, cannot be aiterefl or ameiuled l»y the Indian Legislature or by any 

•' ' i* Legislature, Subject to that primary obligation, it has always been my eiuJeavoui 
it will continue to bo my endeavour, to act in accordance with Parliamentary' 

ami adequate occasions are providetl by tlie constitution for the attain- 
ot the object of the member. These arise in various ways. It is always oiicii 
^’ouucil to defeat any Bill which Ministers may introduce or any prouosaU 
rwjuests for money which they may brng forward. Likewise, It is in onier to 
^ rciluction or rejection of the vote for their salary which will f6rm part of 
“ ''««aiuls for giants and will be taken up next month. 
u* ^ action is provided by a motion for adjournment of the House 

to any ' specific action ‘taken by Ministers which can be held to 
a definite mattmr of urgent public importance jft recent oocorrence. Lastly 

CO ■ 



%4 BE«bAL 

whtii. the UiJMere hffve j^laoed thepueif^ within control of the Hooee by their 
action a leBolotioTi h»y be tnb!ed and, !f admitted, w^iirbe balloted for at the 
cemmenoemeitt of a leMion in the nmt way in company with other nfsototionn 
of which notice has been giren. finch a reiolntkm must be in the form of 
recommendation to the CN>veninietit and not to His Sxoellency dinn^.* 

Oooneil Debate in Bmigali 

A petition has a'so been received W me signed by S6 memb^ of the Ooancii 
praying that arrangements may be made for recording verbatim sp^hes deliyercti 
in the Uonncil in Bengali and stating that, as they are not as fiuent in English ay in 
their own vernacular, they pr^r to speak in Bengali in the Legislative Oonncil. A ] 
the sivnatoiies to the petition took the oath in BngUsh and it is, theretorc, a fair assump. 

.1 - w — •*-»•«-«««•«• ♦j* to understaiirf 

Tl/ Ul btmi 

speeches cioring me |«lVOfiUV »vcm»w.. ... . 

The matter, however, stands upon a statutory basis. Rule U 

.the Oovemment of India Act and, therefore, a statutory pile 

reproduced in Act 11 of the Bengal Legislative Council Manual, runs as follows 
business of the Council shall be transacted in English, but any mernbsr who is not fluent 
in English may address the Council in any recognised vernacular of tlie province, p <». 
vided that the President may call oU any member to sp^k in any languagnu whicli 
he is known to be proficient.'* 

1 Khali always be willing as in the past to assist any m::mber who is rca'ly uimlilo 
to speak fluently in English, but in aocordance with the discretion which Parliament Iwm 
conferred upon mo I shall continue to call upon members to sp«ak in the English laiigua^.: 
when I know them to b? pro'icient in that tongue. As matters stand, in view of 
excellent knowledge of English possessed by almost ail the membem of the Council and 'li» 
facilities already afforded to the two or three members who are not ab'e to speak s.i 
flnently in English, I am not satisfied that sufficient grounds exist for the alteration <»f 
the exiHting practice. 


THE BENGAL BUDGET 1924-25 


, The Hon. Mr. Donald then presented the Budget of which the following 
is a summary of the main items.— 


Opening balance 

Receipts 

Recoveries of Provincial 
loans 

Loans from the Central 
Government 

Famine Insurance Food . • 

Badge: Esti- 
mate 
1943-24. 

Rs. 

60,85,000 

10,20,18,000 

42;56,ooo 

• • 

i»75.ooo 

Revised Esti- 
mate 
1923-24 

Rs. 

90.92.000 
10,22,01,000 

11.47.000 

1.61.000 
i. 73 »ooo 

Budget Esti- 
mate 

1924-25- 

Rs. 

If 2 1, 73-000 
10,32,28/ 00 

10.39.000 

j ,90,000 

Total , . 

*0,95.32,000 

11,27,76,000 

11.66.30,000 

Empendfture from Oidtoary 
revenue 

10,14,65,000 

9,06,7^,000 

io,3I.79.«>« 

Repaymeat of loans taken 
ftom the Cmtral 

Goyempent ,, 

4,35#ooo 

4 :. 35 .M 

<,64 .o«' 

loans by Local 
GoyenMiMit .« 

11.84.000 

6 , 79 ^ 

9.59.0®® 

Rxfmditiire out of loans 
gimnt- ■ 

2.50^000 

^l>00' . 

a 95,000 

toikif 

»Pf33.34»000 

■-t,H^4O$.0iq!O' 

io, 43 ,o 6 »ooo 

Closing balan^ . , 

61,98.000 

t. a 1,73,000 




s^AteuEmr ' ' ' '" »3 

Budget the FiiHu,oe Member flnt made eome 
obMTva^t^ oh the gecetw finaneial poaitioQ tinee the refotmed eonati- 
tuthm cwoe ii.to h^g, acd taid in the coune of bis speech:— 

The Yew 1»S14« 

Whoi Sir John Keir preaenM the financial sutement at the year iniJIS in 
founcil, he estima*^ an opening halanoe of Be. >,48^1,000 (after letlemuiion oi our 
pioTincia! .’oans), receipts of Bs. 10,81,<%000 anl an expenditnrc of B». 1S,8I).51,000 ■ 
in other wotttep in the ft **84 ye*r d the reforms, St was estimatoil that a sum of 
iW. 2,08,00,000 wou’d have to be drawn from the balances to carry on the admiuJs. 
t rat ion. Th« was, howeirer, a Tciy snbstantial dccreaiie in recidpts due to thf^ 
pc-neral dnlliiess d trade and in part tp a disturbed political situation, but^ against 
this, substantial measures of rc^trenobment were taken and the net result* was a 
lirftcit of Rs. I:,70,58,000, 

Tlie Year 1922-28 


In the following year, we secured some benetit by the agreement of the Central 
(Sovernment to wai^e lor a period of three yrars the provincial contribution of 
\W, 63 lakhs, but even then i|. was anticipateil that the working of 1922-28 would 
ref oil in a defeit of Bs. 1,20, 00, COO. As a constMiueiice Government hail rtmiri to 
new taxation. Three Taxation Bi Is— two of thim auundiiig the Htsmp and the 
Court-Fees Acts and a third imposing a lex on amusements oiid betting— were 
intioduced in the Council and became Jaw in IS 22-28. It was anticipatcit that 
tics new taxation wou?d bring in Bs. 10,o0,000, and thus wipe out the defoit ot 
Us l,2O,CO,0CO and al’ow a surplus of Bs. 20,00,000. Basing out Lopen on thi» 
;.<)(lit ona! income, suip!rmiiifary istimatcs were presented to the Council for the 
Dtilihation of this tuiplus anil a certain amount from the baaiices. But, later on 
ill the ytar^ it lx came evident that our anticipat ons from the new taxation wou:d 
not be reaiiM'd and retrei;chment tad to be given c fleet to. (Savings were antici|iated 
to the extent of Bh. 4S*, 00,000 ; and when 1 pri'seiitcit the Bmiget last year 1 
fMimatcd Hat we should close the year 1922-28 with a det^cit of Ks, 16-half 
Ink he. 

Voting of Grants 


Later on, on the 16th March 1928, before the voting of giaitiis I ivvised 
ti.e €bt;:mate of receipts and placeil the figure at Ks. 10 lakhs in excess of my 
original estimate, thus reducing the dcf.cit lo Us. 0*69. But we were slightly out 
in our calculations and things turned out better in actuality. The stamp revenue 
jubt realierd our expectations but wc obtained Us. three and one-fourth iakbs more from 
Jniul revenue and a large increase in miscellaneous receipts, and in all, our actual 
ii conic for the year was nearly Us. e*-balf lakhs over the revised rstimate— to tluit 
i-vcn from the levenue side the anticipated deficit was wlpeil lut aiul there was a 
t'urt lus. But th‘'8 was not all. As I cxplaineil to the Council last year, we hail 
takiu measures to eiifoioe eveiy possible economy in view of the antjcii>atrd fait in 
our revenues, and wc anticipated as a result of this economy— all done on the 
ioiiiaiivc of Government before the Bctrenchmeni Committee was nppoiuUnl— that 


ex|ieniliturc would amount to Us. 9,h2,60,000 or about 41 lakhs of rupeis be ow 
sanetjoned estimatea I am afraid, however, wc did not give our ofBc%u*s sufR- 
credit for their efforts to meet our directions in the mutter of economy. In 
(Mactically every department, the expenditure fell short of our estimate and in the 
♦‘'tal we were out in our revised estimate of expenditure by as much as Its. 28 
.akbs— our expenditure was Bs. 9,69,64,000 as against an anticipated emienditure of 
**>•. 9,82,’ 0,000, and an original budget estimate of Bs. 10,24,20,000. These ftgures 
Y'jaiid fo'ely to the Revenue Account. In place of the anticipated deficit of 
»’ la!f lakhs, we thus had, on the 8Ut March, 1928, a turplus on the Kevenur 
Account of Be. 26,76,000. Taking everything into account, /#., iiic uding loan 
dosed the year with a surplus ot Us. 28,41,000. Our e'osing halanoe 
Tucft* * or just atout a lakh over the antloifiations when the budget for 

»»*2-23 was originally pretiared. We bad, in other words, practically rctrcndied as 
much „ we h«<J felled m reveJme. . , „ 

1:1.1 WWrt of the flnt two y»n’ working nnder tte Before We 

eto nt our ocdlt on the Jrt April IMl-on the Any two 

'■“t we hnd * 0 , 4r0.«f,flt0, • figme which woo’d bnre been much lower ^ 
^ remission of^ M contribution in 1922-28. In 1921-22 expendi* 
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tnre ezeeeded inoume bj Bs. 1,70|5A,dOO| in tte foUowing tluuriM to taxation 
locrenchttent aari the reii^ from out puyimttt to the Ceutml GoTeronie&t^ income 
ezoeedetl expi^ditaiv, but we shoti.d etUI have had a deficit, had we imx teeuicii 
thia tempomtjr relief. 

The Current Year 

The budget provided for reoeipta amounting to Be. 10,20, l&OOO, and an gs|>»ii. 
ditnre of Ra. 10,14,65,000. In the impp.'ementary estimates of Jay and August 
there was fulded a sum of Rs^ 10,05,000 to the expenditure total, bringing the ui^nt 
tmpenditnTe estimate to Ks. 10,24,70,000 ami the margin between income uii,f 
expenditnit: to a deficit of about Rs. 4 -half iakhs. This represented realty a dra>v:ii 
on onr ba'anccs ami did not atfect the position as regards xeenrring receipts aiui 
charges. « 

As to Recetprs they liave on the whole been satisfactory. The Sta/i^ Re\>enue 
lias not a. together nratisod our expectations. 1 ilid not last year see the return i.> 
a norma! condition of aflairs in the. economic wor:<i bnt with some imlicatioiiK i»f 
better trade ami indnstry which had tlien appcareii, I had hoped that some irapmvf. 
ment woud result. That improvement has materialised but not to the extent i 
anticipateil, and instead of the exfiected Rs. 5,35,00,000 we must be content, ] inn 
afraid, with Ks. .VitfjOOyOOO* a reduction of Its. 15,00,000 in our estimaie. The rcceiji.s 
from other sources have been, however, better and on the whole we have more tliau 
secured our estimate for the year. Excist rtvtnut has been coming in well with tiir 
improvements in administration, and from this source we anticipate Rr. 2, 1 0,00 , Oho, 
as against the budget figure of Hs. 2,05,00,000. Tiic amusement tax, wiiicii now 
appears under a separate Iteod in the budget, IX A.— Scheduled Taxes,*' will 
us a few lakhs more than wc estimated. With a fewi small variations under orofi 
heads ami an mliiistmem as hclwecii Irrigation and I'ubiic Hea.'th, our revenues <>n 
the whoe for the year will br about Us. 2 and ijuarter lakhs above our urigitia: 
estimat-e, 

Uetxeuclimeiit ami its Effects 

Expanditurc.— The iconomics effected in 1022>23 naturally had a bearing h 

the disbursement of tlic current year ; ami further retrenchments that have h n 
made in consequence of the recoixunenUations of the Uetreuchmeiit Committee iiou 
hclpeti materia: y to reduce cxfienditure. Under several beads, the cx|«nditurv )ii 
the pay of officers is likely to fall far short of the estimate. With the new tioiv- 
scaU'H of (lay, the ad]UKtment of arrears and mi forth it has been a difficut map<>] 
to' get down to estimates with any accuracy. It has been largely a mattn •»! 
guess-work, which we liopc in future to put on a more accurate basis. Tlwro llil^ 
also been a sinii ar difficulty in estimating the expenditure on the pay of 
ment. These facts account for the estimated drop in ex^icnditure uruler ‘ Gfiieia' 
Administiution of Justice and Education*. Retrenchment bad a large say in 
savings of about Rs. 2 lakhs each under * Agriculture and Rublic Kea tir, but i-"- 
where has economy so manifested itself as under police, where expenditure 
much as aliout Rs. 12 lakhs liclow the fstimat>e. Reductions of the forc«> » 
accordance witli the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee, an 
proportion of vacancies in the cadre, and measures of economy in allowances aud 
contingencies, economy which seems to have been pressed lo the detriment ‘>i 
ailministnition -all tiombined to reduce expenditure. I do not projwse to go 
all the details— they are set out in the explanations under the various hra«ls— 1 »’ 
the net result is a 'diminution of expenditure by about Rs. 38 lakhs as comirtii'-*! 
with the total of the original and supplementary estimates. The total expeiuiit«i« 
we now estimate at Bs* 2,86,78,000 or Rs. 35 lakhs less than our revenue. '1: *^ 
is expenditure on the revenue account so.cly. Bringing into account loan oprrati«*ji.‘, 
in regard to which I may observe that with good agricu;toral conditions not mnir 
than Rs, 6,80,000 arc likely to be required in the shape of loans as against 
estimate of Rs, 11,84,000, the total working of the year as now 
ojiening balance of Rs. 20,22,000, Receipts Rs. 10,56,84,000, Expenditure Rs. l0,0b,0J, 
and a clbeiog balance of Rs. 1^11,72,000. 

The Next Year: A Barfdns Budget 

With a oonsiderable surplns id 1222-28, further large anticipated 
current year and the measnra of retrmMshment that have been effected, this i ou _ 
will pemaps conclude tiiat the bndglct for 1224-25 mnst be a surplus 
they might also be of the opinhm that wiUi the large axaDunt at our creilit in 
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tolaaoei, • posrtbHity ot doing mmething in the wny n( deveton. 

meat, nini tJ»t Oownment, nnd pnrtiou'jtrly the MiiUrtem cnn'n?* 
n!cnd thnt the flaudnl poettion is mich m to prevent any nrogmiL If memhi^ 
tve girfhewd eneh an impieisioa irom what rhave alw^'^rV L"*t^ 
« Ji tten that tht b«^ for i. not a dSlSTone aili we^ 

made pror^ for expendUnra which will coneame a large amount from 
balanoea. Ut me proceed to the examination of the bmiget a* I now nreeent it 
I eeti^ onr *<>/, “^y«*r at Ba. I0,8g,*8.000 while the provision 

(or expenjtaw w 10,81, 7» ,000, i. a, our expenditure ta'Ie just, short of our 

income. The margin is ^ great, but It is the resuit of our making provision 
for new schemes to the extent of Bs 86,8»,000. As we have a iarge sum in 
our balances, we feel jnstilled in embarking on new schemes— chiefly ot a non 
.-fcurring character, (the reason tor this -1 slian cxp.ain after) schemes which are 
urgent and important in administration and for development ami progress, Wc 
i«ive already ear-marked Be. 88 lakhs of our balances for this puriHise, to be suent 
,11 the next and folltming years, and the Its, 88 laklis in the builgw represtmts ihe 
iirsl instalment of this cxpeiklitUK. It is the aildition of this sum to the iiomml 
.xiieiMiiture of administration whioli accounts for the fact ili.it. wc an* Boinir m 
wjicutl in pracrioaliy all our income. 


KecelptE. 

Hrforo iiulicating the character an«i the achemrs in comciiiplfttion, Ici ntc lirsi. 
afer briefly to the ebtimate of receipts for the year 1924-25. There are even bt iter 
iHilieatioiifc! of improved trade than there were at thib lime )a«i yeaj‘, but it in iveii 
h^}^\ pvemarure to be too baiiguine and J hesitate therefore to pie<lict any great, 
improvement in our stamp revenues. 1 may possibly Ik? erring too much on tho 
uuhlemte side in fixing the receipts from this source at a lower figure tliaii that* 
1 hatl budgeted for the cuiTcnt year, bul^ uiuler pivsent conditions, I 
iionk an increase of Its. 10 lakhs over the itjvised estimate is {Hobaps as much as 
.an 1 h‘ justified, and the figure of lt«. ».H0 lakhs lias t)»erefure lK?eu Hdoptwl, 
I Oiler l^aiid Kevenue, in the alwcnce of floods and eye ones • luring the current 
year, wc expect a return to more normal comlitions in the collections fnoii 
tiovermnent Estates, and with iiicrcastil recoveries from settlement o|Kjmtions, lim 
loial Land llevcnue i-eceipts shouUl increase. Excise shou d, under pieaeni eonditious 
iiiui with the improved means of mliiijuistration, still further menwHe, and we 
antieipate a further increase of six lakhs under this In-iwl, The imMense umler 
three heads, w'hich are our main sources of income, account principuMy for 
•ur anticipation of a total increase of. Us. 10 lakhs in revenue next year over that 
i the current year. 

Expenditure. 

Turning to exiieuditare, we have budgeted for an estimate of Hs. 45,01,000 ovi-r 
■iir revisexi estimate for the current ytan*. This iuoludes provisi<»ns for oidiiiary 
‘Irvrlopmtnt ami for the completion of schemes alreaily initiated, ns will as lor 
!iit“ new expenditure to wluch I have ah^a^iy referred. The details arc set out 
-u the explanation of the variations attachcil to the fiiuincial statement, but it wh) 
‘.ii.’ilitate consideration of the budget if I refv*r briefly t(» tin? various ji(?w features 
'iii.l schemes and to the more important variations. In the exp aiuitions of the 
’wianeia) statement, these items are mixcil up with minor details ijf deviarious and 
sfd.tieations in the existing cx(ienditure aiul they may he bertrr nndnstiKsI if 
i'taelu'il from these details. I will take up the various major Jniuls in order, but. 

die head Works’, covers items w'hich are the concern of all ih;i»artuients, 

. l'*'’'I*^***i niention uiuler the defiartmental head tlutt poition of the t’ivi< Works 
biilgct which appertains to the partiemar department, c. g, I shall refer to Poiice 
i'UjMlings not under Civil Works but under Police. 


Revenue Department Kxiienditure. 

^ 1 ruler Revenue’ there Is little variation calMuu for mention, except uiuh.'v 

l^j'ttlement. Here there is a considerable increase in expenditure which 

. luily explained in Uie financial statement. The only item of imjK»r(aTice ending 

,7 numtion is a provision of Bs. 2 lakhs for settlement operations in the i’liita- 
" d.8t.rict. It is imperative that this work be started this m«t cold weather, 

• diat a new settlement may be rtaily before the present settlement comes to an 

“«• I he Forest Department has suffered from want of fuiuls in the past fesr 



jmn %v4 c!eye*«i^iiiem, iriitoh to leiimiimtiTei bi|m g»^3r A few 

of iecinlngry liUle importinoe hot td^ of no oo^ bat of 

Ta7ite in tbe morn they wHV Imve bcm l^irided In. They ait 

meafiuroft for iho bettor wdsrking of the lor^e «id tlmbex exfiaetion. The iscreestd 
eapondititfe in lhS(4^S > ebcmld prove rej^ mmimemtive end pay lor itieif in a 
very ibort time. We bate provided under Bt^xitSon money for xeQord.room 
nickfiy etc., and under the Civil Works head lor two Sub^Beglatmrb* offioea in tbe 
t4 Farias diitrict. The Irrigation charges incinde the cleanmce of the Boadighj 
Oanga Khali and doygopal Khals, provision lor the I>um pma Bridge and die 
Saoianakar Klial and the Qoveriiinent share of the cost of the Bidyadhari river 
O|^tloni«. The Bidyadhari is veiy* largely a question for the CwporatiOii of Calcutta 

drainage of which is affected by the deterioration of tbe river, but the inteiehti! 
of the neighi oaring country ami snbui ban municipalities are also of Importaucf 
and for that reason Government has agreed to cooperate with the Corporation in 
the sohcine and stare in the eapenditnre. The dredging of the Lower Kunuii 
River at the entrance of the Madaripur Bbil route has a so been perovided for, in 
addition to the neoessaiy charges for the maintenance of irrigation, navigation ami 
embankment works. <r 

General Administration. 

Coming to General Admiuistiation a perusal of the financial statement will hIu»\v 
that only a small inciease in expenditure over the revised estimate has been allo\vc«( 
The increase in the provision for the Administration of Justice is due merely to norma; 
causes, increments of pay, and provision for the administration of the WorknitTi*> 
Compensation Act which comes into force on I st July, 1924. The wants of the Jiuiiciui 
IVpaHment in the matter of buildings have not, however, been over.ookcd, and uudn 
Civil Works a provision of about Its. 2 lakhs has been made for the expenditure in 
1924-25 to acquire land for new t'lril Court buildings at Serampore ami to constnir 
<iouble munsifi at Chikandi and Oopalgani and a quadruple munsIH at IMrojpur. 

Police. 

As I lave rxpa.'iKil, there Las been a ronsideiabic redaction in the ex|H>inijturr 
on the Police during the current year due to economies consequent on retrenclmieiu, ti 
vacancies in (he cadres left unfilled, and to an undue proportion of officers and tiuni 
being oil leave. We have had to provkie for tbe usual inmements of pay ami fo< 
improved reouitment to (ill vacancies, but w'e cannot contemplate so great a meaburc <>i 
economy as has bten excrcisol in the matter of allowanoes and contingencies during 
the present year. There has been undue curtailment in this direction and tbe efficient 
of the foice has suffeied in the absence of efiketive supervision. We have thcMvfoiv 
had to al'ow for increased supervision charges undcf some of these bemls. We haw 
added, too, a provis'on of one lakh of lupers for the supply of iron cots and mosquito 
These vaiioas items liave increased the piovision under this head, but the total provision 
is less than that which the Council passed for the current year. 

The Civil Works budget funher piovides for the three new joUce BChemrs-tlw 
sanitary improvement of the polkx! lines at Burdwan, the construction of a new section • 

) ouse at Kalighat, in connection with the operations of tbe Ca.cuUa Corporation in thr 
neighbourhood of the Kalighat temple, and a new section-house at Bhowanipur to rep'ao 
the built lings taken over by the Calcutta Improvement Trust in connection with Thth 
oiH^rations in that loea iiy. 

Poit and Pilotage. 

Tlie I'oits and Pilotage budget ^ows a laiiije increase. This lias followctl 
acceptance of the recommendation of the Hetrenohment Committee in favour of » 
system of pcolifig Government launches. All these lannobes, with the exception 
the River lolicc and the Calcutta Port PoUee launches, have been taken uiuler tiw 
adminfstmtion of the Marine Dcpartinent, and the provision for upkeep, repairs, 
i)f thise launchis has been consolidated under the main head di Ports ami 
and excluile«l from the depaiiimeiital budget, under which they liavc 
appeared . The la<^teased provision under this fc-* ad Is therefore . accom^^^^ 
carreepondinjg deductions under the departmental htaihi. This increuee tends to 
II ltd we hope that after a year or two this provision may be even liss than that wu* 
wo hate made for i924»^26,; 

Po far the heads with whiiA I tiayc' bet u cleaning, wit h : the exception of Regist mt io», 
a} ponaiii to tlie Hescrvetl sfde of OoVermuftniv" 
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timdbmd D^rtment. 


I sow oMie to the Imiilerrea side and I hOve no doubt Hon*b!c Membno will bo 
teenly intewrted Jn knowing what pKiTtoion we have made to meet the wanta of what 
ut often oaUed tte nntkm-b^ldlng department whom activitiea Imve been «n tr ciieum- 
scribed by OUT ftaalldal ditBouHieia 

Education. 


The cJtBiendituw on Education has Increased steaiiily. From Ka, i,07 go Ooo 
, n I9i0-*i tt hna rieen to Ba 1,31,31,000 in the oorreot year. Next year the provMan 
;» B*. l^KfiOO. Thit it Mmewhat im than that of the current year and the deoreaao 
is the result of two fiaotors —one, the non-rupatitiou of the «rant of He, 3 lakhs to the 
<^;alcutta UnifeisUy during the current -year ; the other retrenchment ef^ied in 
Government secondary and primary schools. With these exo^^ptions, the provision for 
1324-25 w in almost every minor head in excess of that of the cunvut year. From 
t>ur surpluses we have made grants on the reserved side of the budjret to St, Bcholastioa’s 
School, to the La Martiniere School and the Dow Hill Gin's School, whi o under (hvil 
Works we have provided for a new building fo.- the Dnrjxdiiig High Scho.> , for minor 
works at the Victoria Boys’ School and Dow Hill Girls* Schoo’ at ICurseong, aud a iww 
lioanling honse attacheil to the school at Kangamati in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

On the Transferred side, we have made provision for a capital grant to the Diocesan 
College, for the duplication of classes in the Ashaunllah School of Engineering, and for 
a playing fteUl for the same school. Under the Ci\il Works iK^aii, money Iiad bean aUotUxI 
lor new Guru traning schools of an improved type —on the completion of which 
many ot the existing unsatisfactory schools will bj alK) jshed — and for additional 
aocommoilation for the Kajshahi College. The scheme for the establishment ot* the 
luviti Hare Training College at Baltygau) will be protvreded with and the Muham- 
TuiMlan members of the Council will donhtiess be glad to hear that in the* coming 
year tlie establishment of the MaViammadan Aits College wi!! be put in hand. 

Medical shows increasc^i expciiditui'e. One of the niain items of interest umler 
tiiih head is the Mymensingfa Medical 8choo!, and we have made provision so that 
thiib school may be opened on the 1st July next. For the exteiisioii of in'idittal 
ivlief to rural areas a sum of Rs, 1,15,000 has b'^en iiic mled. This is a iakh over 
the Kum which has been made availabe in the last two yevirs for this purfH»br\ Iti 
ttic Civil Works budget provision lias been made foi- iminviveinentH iti the Dacca 
Milford Hospital and for tiie construction of uurm*it' (luarters in the I'resideiiey 
Dsiif^nil Hospital. 

Public Health. 


i’ublic Health' has a'so shared in the distribution of the avaiiable n‘Monrc4*s. 
It is intended to make grants to the Berbampon*, Mulimporc and Sari muriici|ja- 
iitit‘8 to enable them to improve their water-supply, whi e a Kiiin of Ks. 50,000 — 
winch will bs recurring— has baen allotted towards sehemis for im[>roveincut in 
rural water supplies. A further item of a recurring charttcter is that of Us 25,00l) 
ioi maternity and child* welfare work. A special provision of Us. 25,000 lias l».*eu 
«»ia»lc for vaccination work in view of the ptissibi'ity of an outbreak of small-pox 
next cold weather and Rs. 83,000 has been budgcteii for the sinking of tube wcJls, 
Usil a iakh of rupees has been inc.udxl for anti-malarial mmsuivs and a Hiinilar 
for an anti-kala-aEar campaign and sixteen ihoustiud rupi'cs for ants olio. era 
while the provision for quinine grants to local hod«t*s iias h;cu incM’caseri 
Us. 60,000 to Rs. 1,20,000. 

'fho adoption of certain of the recommendations of the rctnmciimuut Committee 
“ rvganl to agiiculture account for the reduced cxpcnrliture under this head, but 
is provision nmier Civil Works for farther development. I’wo new district 
one at Mainaguri in the Jaipaiguri district aiul one at Dinajpur, and a 
U 'eriiiary hoapi^L at Dacca, constitute the main wdiemis of the Agrr< uiture 
qwirtment for the next year. 

lu the Industries- Department there arc two new schemes: the erection of a 
demonstratioQ factory in the Sreiumpur Weaving Institute, and the lumstruc* 
litfri^'t*^ u pennanent building for the Survey itehool at Mainamati In the Tippers 

Civil Works. 

I'mler cStH MToHu: 'the only wberae peco’iar to the I'ablic Work* Dejwitmenk 
'*'<■ conittracMoa «( it Jffidge o^r the BalMon Kirer on the Matigw* Na»t>l»ri 



%0Q BEN<^ 

Himd, Since 1 Jifktmaed the Oeimcil IM yenr, we bSTe completed the teinonii of 
our l^iCM ijorn WriteiV BtMlding toOheilA, end the Prew it now in ftUl werldng order 
It' eny member df tire to Keen np-todete Frew of the finett type, he will be welcom*' 
by thi* Buperintendent and shown round. 

The matter which we now hare uiidei confoderai'on is the shiftily of the Booh Dci ot 
to I he Meanwhile the Controller of Printing and Btatfonery, Goremmem of ItuVa ^ 

is overhanling the who'e proceed arc ami >ptem in the Stationery Office and we ate 
awaiting <levelopmciitft before pushing on with our piopoecd scheme of separat-on. put 
even as it is, our Stalibnery and Printing budget shows a decrease in 1814-26 as of.ni- 
pau^l nith that of tbc current year. 

By the move of our Press to Chetia, a !ot of space has beeft* sot free for our oflic**. 

In Writeres* Buildings and offices which have hitherto 1)een occupying rented bujldine> 
are now aocommodhtal in Writers' Buildings. By this move w'e expect to save an amuiir 
cliarg«' of about Bs. 75,000. 

New Bchme 

Such is a biief tut line of the (nopoBed new schemes and of some of the moiv iiot.c«*al» r 
variations in the budget as coni|>arod with the cuient year. This new expenditure amouiu^ 
as I have raid, to Bs. 86,80,010, and we have managed to include this in the budge; 
without the necessity of tlrawing on our laances. By this new exp< nditurc, we au 
committcti, however, to diawing on our balances in the future, since many of the schenus 
will only be hcuun in the coming year and fuithei* expenditure will be necessary on tin m 
in future years. As I have already mentioneti, we have embarked on a piogiamnu- i.i 
new works estiiiiaU'tl to cost Bs. 88 lakhs, so that about 60 iakhs or about lia'f oii< 
surplus balances will be lequired for exiicnditure in later year. That we have iwru 
able TO incur this expenditure without drawing on our baiancts next year ih diiv 
to two causes . firstly, the improvement in our levenues ; and, secoudiy, rcdueticr: 
in cxp(nd1tuie. I have alieady shown how our revenues are increasing. The r.xrix 
revenue is iiicreasing and we are securing, though gradually, the k-nefit of om 
new taxat'lon. hrav ng out of account loan and capita) transactions, our revcnti' 
which was Ls. 8,l‘4,hJ,(00 in li'21-‘2, and Bs 8,86,88,000 in 1822-28, is estiniaici 
to he Bs. 10,22(1,(00 in the current yeai- and Rs. I0,3?,28,0C0 in 1824-i'r,. <»; 
the differei ce hitwccn the figures of 1821-22 and 1824-26, K*>. 66 lakhs repn iscn;- 
ihe increase n our slamp rtvenues and Bs. M lakhs the receipts from tin 
Amusements 'J'ax. It is not k> fa>y to compare the progress of exiHUditure as tie 
figures are ec nip icated by adjustments as between capital and revenue. Tims Mmm. 
was a inigr expenditure in 1821-22 on dredgeis which w'rs subsequently ndiiwn! 
to capital, wliiic there w’as an adjustment as legards income-tax and there w’a> i! 
ecmise the contiihution to CVntial Revenues. In IS 22-28, the exiienditurc anioimtid 
to Bs. S\6*.',ti4,<U 0 but this again inc'uded a large adjustment as between (’{ipitu! 
and BeMiiu<', by wh’ch the jeveme expenditure received a large ewdit from ti:. 
capital accM viiT. It wjil be however, fiom a comparison of the revised estiniatc- 

oi the cunt lit yrar wiih tlosc of 1822-ti^— If sving aside the iTiigati<n heads iu 
which thisi' adjustments have been made— that there has been during the cunrtr 
y<ar a genet a 1 iiifirmsc; in c xixiiditure. Educat ion is a noticeable exception. Th * 
indicates to what extent retieuchment has been made. I do not piopose to den^ 
now with lie re commendations of the Retrenchment C’oinmiitee. The decisions ot 
Oovoinnwnt <n these itcommendat’ons weic plgced before the Council, and 1 pio|OT 
to place in a few days before the Council an up-to-^late statement of these decisioio. 

It is difficult, however, to refer to any iiaTtioulai^^ bead anil say how much n'piesdu* 
actual retunclmeiit in the currint or even in the coming year. The tiifficidry 
arises from the fact that retrenctments could ^not be given effect to all at oiuv— 

»n many rases it will take time to give fiijj, effect to the mommendatious |«ii 
eularly in the base of establishments. ’ 

■ *■; 





ri**' 

wli^nca ai8t to diwBw noyottwal w MwihiHftiHf 
Pr. flf y. ^ ItCgl^O' inoyid tirnttitc Oric>^ AmBndmant 

g SdMt Committee. Tkk ^ 
^rtwded , pwyt^ ae benefit which tenante eojoyed under the 
hft KtidjNil^ior » yw whwh wee ihortly to expire. He remarked 
Alt it ajieeted EumpeMia, Anglo^IodiaiM and Indiana dike. He understo^ 
tkd apong hie -Hwarajiet and Nationaliet friends the intention vaa 
that if the eeope of the Bill waa reduced ao aa to include only rente 
from Be. 800 or Be. 260 or 200 downwarda, they would have no 
senous to the Bill 

Mr. H* Burton, Mr. C. Forester htui others strongly supported the m(*tioii. 

The Hon*^ Mr. FAZLUL HUQ sympathised with the difficulties of 
the tenanls. The Government were aware that thei'e had been suffi- 
cient activity on the part of landlords to build houses which would go 
a great deal towards the solution of the problem. Besides the Com- 
mittee which had already reported, other Committees would be aytpointed 
to deal with the problem and in the end the problem would be solved. 
Ill the meantime the law of supply and demand should adjust itself. 
Ill the circumstances the Government did not think that the mere 
roiitiiiuation of the existing Act on the lines suggested would very 
much serve the purpose in view. Therefore Government felt constrained 
to oppose the motion. 

Babu Ssilida Nath Rai Chowdhury moved as an amendment to 
add five more names moved by Dr. Moreno for the Select Committee. 

Dr. Moreno accepted the amendment which was carried. 

The motion was declared carried against the Govt. A division was 
demanded, the result showing that PO voted for and 25 against the 
motion. 


Abolition of the jjost- of D. P. I. 

Kahn J. N. BASU moved : “ This Council recommends to the 
Uveriimont that the post of the Director of Public Instvuetion, 
wiigal, ^ be not filled on the post becoming vacant l»y reason of Mr. 
Horneirs retirement or departure on leave.” 

Mr. Fazlul Haq, the Education Minister, in opposing the motion said 
that the post had already been filled up. . Mr. N. C. Chunder, Dr. B. C. Roy 
.wid Moul. Nurul Huq supported the motion, ivhilo the European members 
«>Pl»osed It. The motion otj u division was declared cariM, 70 voting 
«u’ and 50 against, Govt, being again defeated. 

The Meston Award. 

boy moved that the proper authorities be ap- 

pxwichea with a view to the readjustment of the financial relations 
ween the Oovernment and this Government on a proper 

if; tv ® Hon. Mr. Dolands remarks 

thrv Budget, and said that since 1920 

of Ber r 1 ♦ against the Meston awaid. The attempts of the Govt. 

Tint ^ justioo done to it had no doubt met with some consideration. 

however, temporary. The result of the Meston award, as 
^'ith ^ Join!* Parliamentary Committee, had been that Bengal 

*T*eH wVi over $0 crores had got only about 10 crores to 

^ Biiner province like Bebar had q go(^ surplus to carry on 



imsaro«meoto in li|» Tmuaiemd Dtputiiwati. Bf wai> vtimddre^ neoer 

tiudi they should usitute till justiGe was done to Beugsl. 

Hon's Mf*» Js X)ONAIiD sftid thflt t^6 sttitiidd of Govornin^it 
towards this question was welMcuown. They had been fightioa the Meston 
settleinent ever sines k name into being and they were going to 
iight it until justice is done to Bengal/ It was only by temporary 
lalief from their contribution that they had been able to keep their 

bcttds above water. Year after next they would have to pay their 

oonti'ibution of 63 lakhs and unless this settlement was revised they 
would not be able to progress. Even then the taxation they imposed 

three years ago would all be swallowed up in paying their contribu* 

tiou. It was never intended that their taxation should be merely to 
make up the ditference between their revenue and expenditure. It was 
intended and hoped that this taxation should be for development atid 
X^rogress. He h^ under preparation a note "^on the subject and iie 
soon as it was printed he would be able to put all membors in 
possession of the history of this question. He had much pleasure in 
accepting the resolution. 

The resolutio!! was unanimously adopted. 

Amendment of Devolution Rules 

Dr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERTEE moved that ‘‘early steps lie taken 
to move the proper authorities to amend Rule 6 and Schedule 1 1 of the 
Devolution Rules so as to include, in the list of Provincial subjects 
for Transfer in Bengal, subjects except l^nd Revenue Administra* 
tiou, European and Anglo-Indian Education and Local Fund Audit.” 

Dr. BANERJEE said that the essential feature of the administrative 
system which had been established by the Reforms Act was that the (^v* 
ornment was divided into two halves and these two halves were responsible to 
two different sets of authorities, one half being responsible to the Goveriior 
General in Council, the Secretary of State in Council, the British ParHanient 
and ultimately to the British people, and the other half tnxough the Vml 
legislature to the local electorate. It was this hybrid character of the 
constitution that was answerable for many defects and anomalies. One 
of the serious delects of diai’chy was that there was no unity of pur 
pose in the Executive and this defect led on to another anomaly, iiiiniety, 
want of harmony, for how could there be harmony in a system in which 
the two halves pulled in different directions and where there was conflict 
of aims and ideas and violent clash of principles 1 Diarchy or dualism 
was an artdiicial system, a system which was not to be found anywhere 
else in {he world, a system unknown to history and it was this aitificinl 
character of the system which created a situation that was at oiice 
full of complexities and difficulties. Ministers in diai*chy were iii the 
very outset of their career placed on the horns of a dilemma. ere 
they to discharge their duties aoooi'ding to the dictates of their conscience 
and interest of the country or follow the lines of least resistance! If 
they o^e the former alternative, that would conduce to neither welfare nor 
peace. II on the other hand they preferred the other alternative 
fiiey would fail in Aeir stewardship and were liable to be dismissed 
by their masters at tiie earliest opportunity. The plight of the late 
Ministers was an example to the point. 





BANERJEE ON DEVOLUTION RULES ^ 

Iha GcHretiunent of a provitioe ww ouoaudiiidiMdublo, theditfeiont 
iiatiB being doeely interrelatad. Under the present system they bad a 
di^idon into watertight compartments ^nd the division was so illogical that 
one failed to understand the motive of this division. Neither the 
members of the Executive Council nor the Ministers fouml themselves 
strong enough to adopt a bold line of policy. In Bengali it was 
that an attempt had been made to work diarchy as a uniUnl 
system but with what measure of success they all know. The fault lay 
in the system and the oidy way to remove it was to change it. 

Another defect of the present constitution was that it hamimred 
the growth of a sense of responsibility. The iK)wei*s of the liCgislativo 
rouncils had been circumscribed in various ways with the ohiect of 
hafeguardiiig the interest of the reserved subjects. There was oven less 
for a sense of responsibility being doveloi>ed in the Miuistiers. 
The position of the Ministers under the present ciit*am8tanct>s was unenvi- 
able. They were neither of the people nor of the Government. They 
were to look both ways and as a result they wore dist.inisted by the 
(lovenmieiit and looked upon with suspicion by the people. 

Diarchy— Its Demoralising Effect. 

The worst effect of the present system was that it ended to doinoialise 
1 he public life of the country. It might happen that the Ministers who did 
itor enjoy the confidence of the Council might sock to maintain theniHelvos in 
oHiee ity the undue exorcise of patronage by pampoiing to the prcjudicOM of 
Till* reactionary element of the Council. RosjionBiblo Government under 
Kiioh (ircumstanoes became a Government by intrigue. Jn this ronnccfioii 
Hr. Hanetjee referred to the experiences of Mr. Madhusudhan Das in Bihar 
Old Orissa, Mr. Chintamoni in the U. }\ and J)r. I’aranjpye in Bombay. 

I’rocoeding Dr. Baneijea said that when the Koforms Scheme was in 
the Legislative anvil, it was condemned by the Congre s but the Moderates 
plcdgiMl themselves to 8up|)ort it and in aider to do it they bioko 
.vwjiy from the Congress. And what was the opinion of these goiitlemon 
.iftcr throe years of experience? The Kight llon’hio Mr. Siinivas Siwtii 
and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru condemned the system of diarchy iw only pro- 
iluetive of Motion. The cry that diarchy was unworkable came not only 
Irom a pai*ticular quarter hut from all quarters. 'I ho question was what 
'MMild be the substitute. Some suggested return to tho olrl order of 
things, and if he were given the choice of o\ ils, ho would prefer honest 
autocracy and pure and unalloyed Imreauciaey to tho present system. 

But India had already started on the road to Swaiaj and it was 
not possible for the Government to stem the tide of Indian nationalism, 
lliey must go forward. In other woitls diarchy must gi\c ]>laeo t4> a more 
«*d\aiieed system. How was this to 1)0 done ? By a revision of tho Act of 
It was provided in the Act that the Devolution Kulos could be 
altered by the Govemor-Geueral-urCouncil with tho consent of the See- 
»*otary of State. What he wanted was the amondment or ampliticatiofi 
uf the Schedule. He w'auted the transference of all provincial subjocts to 
the Ministers exoeptiug the three mentioned in the Resolution. 

Polioe*-Aii Engine of Oppression 

. The most important subjects being Police, Administration of tlustiec, 
‘nson and Prisoner, Control of Newspaper, Development of Industrial 



^ ^ WBMQ^ qOI^KCtt liMcirm 

ir*a.tter» etc. theM eul^aoti were iiithiiat^ ooimeeted Ab people. 
IidieiJ poblie i^euerefly regarded tiie pdhee'aa aa instnsmeot in the 
faanda of the OoTen^ment to oppreea the people* Tbie view ini^ 
right or wrong* but At ^Ung warn there. It would be only when 
the department of pdioe was made over to the MinisteiB that the dutnist 
would cease and the antagoniem between the police and people would disap' 
pear. I! this resolution was accepted and given effect to* the Executive 
Council might be entirely dispensed with. The Government would do 
longer be divided into two halves and the Ministers would be ]ci>s 
hampoied in their work. They would feel the responsibility of then 
position and there would be little scope on the part of the Governor 
to exercise the power of ceitification. Without the Executive Counnlluis 
the Governor would become a real oonstitatioDal ruler. 

The House then adjourned till the next day. 

Next day, FKBEUABY 20TH, on the Council reassembling, thf» 
discussion on I)r. Pi*aniathanath Bineijee’s motion was resumed. 

Babu AKHIL CHUNDEIt DUTT who wanted to move an amorrl 
ment did not do so on second ooiiBideration. He said that although ho 
suppoited the lesolution he did not do so with much pleasure boraiwr 
it fell far sboit of the demand of the nation. Only the otbei (h\ 
they passed a lesolutioii in the Legislative Assembly which showed tint 
they wanted Pwaiai, absolute nutonomy or complete responsible govern 
moiit. That lesolution was suppoited by Swarajists, Independonts» Xation 
alists and Mor^entes. Ibis showed that the nation wanted a change of 
the constitution. This resolution proposed to pitioeed very slowly within 
the A(t. Theie said the speaker, much difference in thorlonunl 
ioimulated in the Asaembly and that made by Dr. Baiieiioe In 
the Assembly they wanted a change in the Acti but here they waited 
a change in (ho Buie. He wanted to move an amendment, otheiwi-««' 
they would be miscoiistiued by otheis. He did not know \\h> Ih 
Kaioneo selected 45) subjects and not 52. It was doubtful whothei 
nidiM the existing Act, all the subjects could be transfeiTed oi not 
As it wa*' not fieo fiom doubt he suppoited Dr. Baneriee’s lesolutioi 


Continuing Mi. Duft said that there had lieeii confidence m tie 
Miiiistcrs with a vougeaiice. Fo far as Government was conceiiied tin' 
Mini'^tcis li.id oo-opciatecl. It was only proper that some inoie (h'pait 
moiits should bo given to the Ministers. If, on the other hviul tin 
Governinoit bad lo confidence in the Ministois, the way open tn thorn 


was to suppoit the vote of no-oonfideiice, 
ineit to object to parting with pow^eis. It 


It was natural loi Go'cim 
was equally painful hu th* 


Indiais to pait with their poweis. 


Khan Bahadur M. MASHARBAF HOSSAIN, in opposing tlhyu<»toi. 
icforred to sbme appointinen|» given to the Hindus by the 
Abdnr Babim. Iho Khan Bahadur then made some insipid remaiK'' 
lo the resolution being iiispiied by poisonal and racial feeling. 

The PRESIDENT remaiked that he could not help 
hoii. member was reading out paits of his speech intended for .mo 


lesolution! „ .u. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi CHAINUDDIN could not very well Tj 
wisdom of Dr. B&nerjec in moving the resolution. Diarcn> ' 
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neither he ended or mended without altering the Aot or the nilee 
made tbereander and that could only be ^ne by the Secretary of 
State and the Britieh Parliament. 

Mr* A* C. BANEKJEE in aupporting the resolution remarked that 
it was their inalienable right to govern themselves in all depaitments. 

Messrs. Debiprosad Khaitan* S. K. Roy> Nural Huq Chowdhury Ss 
liai Harendia Nath Chowdhury then further suppoit^ the motion 
after which 

Sir Hugh STEPHENSON on behalf of Govt* rose to oppose it. 
He made a long tirade on niles' under the Reforms Aot which Gov- 
ernment had done their best to put into action but the Service men 
^•ho had done so much for them had not got that trust in that 
Council which would enable them to face the change contemplated in 
the resolution ! If given effect to, it would moan complete dislocation 
of the Govt, and, he asked, was the country united 1 Wore they trained 
enough to shoulder self-government immediately? Would not there be 
a tyrannical oligarchy or autocracy 1 And so on. 

The Voting 

Eventually the motion was put to the vote and on a division 
iloclared carried, 71 voting for and 49 against it. 

THE NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION. 

Great interest was created in the Bengal Councij on the 20th 
February when what was in effect a ** No-Coi»fidence” motioJi on the 
Ministers was discussed. It should bo I’emembored that itotioe was 
of such a resolution but it was ruled out of order by the 
President in his communique of the 18th (see p. 393). But the 
opposition did not leave it there and on the Council reassembling on 
the 20th. — 

Kumar SHIBSEKHARESWAIi ROY rose and said: I move for the 
arljournment of the business of the Council for the purpose of discussion 
of a dehoite matter of public impoxtance, namely, the recent action of 
the Ministeis as evinced by their disagreement with 76 mem1>erB of the 
Council iu the matter of the resolution passed by the Council in January 
25, 1924, regarding the release of political prisoners detained under 
Regulation 111 of 1818. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he had given his written consent 
to the motion for the actjournmeiit of the House and His Excellency was 
pleased to give his consent to it. But they must have the consent of the 
1 1 (Use. The President then asked the members who were in favour of the 
motion to stand. After counting the number of those standing on one 

of the House the President said that the requisite number of members 
having risen the motion was carried ar.d he fixed 6 o^clock for the 
discussion of the motion. 

The MinisteriiiMis tried to exploit this affair by rousing Hindu- 
Muslim communid' antagonism as in the Punjab. Shortly liefore ^ the 
^uncil began its prtxceedings, a number of Mahomedan boys ^ came in a 
Vjocession at the Town Hall with placards containing warning to the 
Mahomedan members not to run the risk of falling in with the endeavours 
51(a) 
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of some of Ike Himk membeiv of tiie Council to bteak' the Ministry 
composed of MalioiiiedaB gentlemen. Daring the coatM of the proceedings 
a large number of leaflets containing a similmr appeal ms freely distributed 
amongst the Mahmnedan members asking them *^to save the Mahomedan 
Mimstry and not to be wiled away by tbe camouflage and guise of their 
bitterest enemies/’ At tbe same time there was gmng on a rigorous canvassing 
in the lobby in which a Mahomedan gendeman said to be a high Govt. 
Official took a prominent part. Kumar Shibsekhareswar laimhed his motion 
in a kore or less apparently tranquil atmosphere and a livdy and interest* 
ing debate foUqwed, in the House sitting on ^oumment at 5 P.v., after 
Mr. Baneiji’s resolution had been disposed of, in which the Oppositionists 
had the greatest part to play. The Hon’ble Mr. A. E. Ghiizi]a\i, 
tbe first Minister to speak, questioned the fairness of such a resolution 
when they had not been yet given the chance qf winning the confidence 
of the members but was met with a prompt retort from Mr. J. M. Sen 
Gupta. The Hou’ble the Maharajadbirai of Burdwan believed tlmt undernctith 
the resolution was the beginning of a programme of obstruction of eveiy* 
thing, but this too was met by ciies of “no no, absolutely false, etc.’' Then 
came the turn of tbe Hon’ble Mr. Faslul Huq who show^ a great deal 
of fight and was heckled at every sentence by Swars^ists and Indepcir 
dents alike and hod to sit before he could finish. The Hon’ble Minister 
boasted of his courage of conviction in opposing the resolutions reganHii^' 
the release of political prisoners and rep^ of repressive laws and waa 
only greeted with cries of ^shamo, shame’ in return. He questioned 
the representativo character of the Swarajists because he thought the 
Congress was not at their back and because he felt that SwarajibU 
had abandoned Non-co-operation. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY said that it was positively pain- 
ful to him when he felt called upon to condemn those for whom personally 
he cherished the warmest friendship and from whom, in view of their 
past achievements, their countrymen were expecting so much. And it 
was still more sad that the very first public performance of tbe honour- 
able Ministenj should have left them discredited before those in the 
Council whose confidence they were enjoined to have, and the latr of 
one of them at the recent polls (referring to Mr. S. N. Mallick, Minioter, 
defeated at a bye-eleotion) sufficiently declared the feelings of their 
countrymen. He then referred to the Royal Instrument of Instru^ions ^^hioh 
requir^ the Governor to encourage the habit of joint deliberation w 
that the knowledge of the Ministers as to the wishes of the people 
might be at the ^sposal of the Executive Coundllors, and which 
required that in eonii^ering the Ministers’ advice due regard should 
paid to their relations with the Legislative Council and to the visnw 
of the people as expremed by their representatives therein. By 
attitude of the Government during the dMonssion on the release o 
Regulation IH prisoners, it was dear that the Oevemment had 
at a distinct conclusion aftei* a joint deliberation. In tiie^ circumstaiw 
they must eitiier conclude that hia Exodleoey’a Ministera advice 
not bemi followed or that they had agreed ta Itia with the reser 
half of tbe Government and, in the latter event had either 
expreaaing or were wrong in eaepMssing the wiahea jft the 
last suimiae was prov^ qomot and beoame t oartsinty the * i^bhr 
of the two Miniaten present who openly walked into the ^ey ' 



<tith only itW ^oot^ mi^n^n to keep them oompinyi while' 

the leefei neinely the other way. 

In tie einn^^ with any ov least aemblanoa 

of reason! hepire to & ^ir primaty duty, namely* to express the 
.vishes of the people T Continuing, the mover said that just as the ordinary 
memhers in the Gounoil had no right to their individual conscience* but 
roust enthrone the wishes of their electors in its stead* so the Ministers 
could not have any individual will Imt m^t bow down to the wishes of the 
majority of. the members, and if they did not, the members could^no 
longer have imy confidence in them. To them tho Ministers stood dis- 
missed and discredited, stick though they might during his •Excellency's 
pleasure, if to his Excellency it did not appear as a negation of all 
responsible Government. 

The Hod. Mr. GHUZNAVI in the couieeof a lengthy speech said : — 
We have been entrusted with the administration of certain Transferred 
Subjects. We have scarcely have time to unfold our policy, much less 
to show by working out that policy whether we are able to discharge 
our duties to the satisfaction of the House when without a hearing, 
without a trial, it is proposed that a vote of censure should be pisscfl 
on us. Or is it because suspicion lurks in the minds of my friend 
opposite that we do not share their views as regards the attainmmt 
of * Swaraj *1 Speaking for myself I can say that I yield to none in 
my desire to see my country occupy her rightful plioe in the Valhalla 
of Nations. The only difference is the methods we are pursuing to 
af'hiove that end. It seems to me at present that threo nnthods are 
hoiiig employed to gain that object. There is evidently a section 
whoso methods tend rather towards th3 disturbance of this oouritrys 
traiiiiuility than the restoration of this country’s liberty. They are s> 
microscopically small that we can leave them out of consideration. 
Then there is a section who are so impatient that they wish * to roach 
the top of the roof by one long jump without caring to pauso whother 
ill that process they would run the risk of coming to gnof. Lastly, 
there is a third section who are equally desirous of reaching the roof 
Hi) fast as they can but are convinced that it can only bo done safely 
and surely by going up the steps. The Hoii. speaker wai of the last 
>'Cction, and evidently he wanted to go slowly up the stops 1 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUL HUQ then rose amidst the applause 
cf the House and from the very beginning made a fighting speech denonn- 
riug his opponents at every turn. He congratulated the mover of the resolution 
for the notoriety that he had attained by the launching of such a 
resolution. He offered the mover his further oongratulatiou because ho 
found that in this case the promptings of patriotism had miraculously 
^nicided with intense selfish interest (cries of order, order). He agraed 
with the mover that they should pause and consider the grave situa* 
tion not bocaosa some Ministers or members had voted in a particular 
^y but because there wore fodioations on all sides of a huge oonspirafjy to 
Ubeity of eri»fy kind (quesrion, question). It was neither the 
me nor the oeeamoin ^ to dilate on that but God willing, although ho 
^ht not remain a Minister, he would remain a member of the House 
w so long as he was there he would challenge any one of the other side: 
^ to the ooUbrs^ when he wid— and be would prove it to the 



liiit^that terrorism o! the worst t^pe was rampeot. 
nugority votes. But they sQ knew how that insjoi% was obl^ 
I^t there be a vote by baUot and he would reeii^ the very moment 
if by vote by ballots it coincided with what had happened. 

Mr* Das*— We accept it. We accept the cballenge* 

Proceeding, the Hon%le Minister said in all seriousness that if such a 
state of things were to continue in place of a white bureaucracy which 
they were out to turn out they would have an autocracy which would stifle 
away their liberty. Beferring then to the position the Ministers took in 
connection with the resolutions regarding the repeal of the repressive lawi, 
and the release of political prisoners, the speaker said that after all that 
was a matter of exp ression of opinion. It was an expression of opinion 
that they held. 

Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose— >Sinoe when ? 

To which there v as ro reply. Contiiiuing, the Hon'ble Minister said 
that they voted with the Government because they thought that the course 
they adopted was right (erUs , of hiar, hear). They voted in that particular 
avay beoatise they had the boldness and the courage of their conviction im#. 
of henr^ hiar). They knew what it would cost them. (A voice— Es. 64,000) ' 

They knew, opntiiiued Mr. Huq, that such a resolution was coming. 
They knew that their position would be threatened. He said he was 
exhibiting bis candour all the time of which ho need not be ashamed of. 
(crits of thowf, fhame.) They voted because they considei^d the rase 
proved. Accoiding to the Evidence Act a thing is said to be prove<l 
when a man considered a thing to have existed— he would act in the 
supposition that it existed. 

Mr. Das— May I point out that it is not a correct quotation. Has 
the Hon^ble Minister the right to quote a section of the Evidence Art 
incorrectly ? He has left out the word “ piiident.” 

Mr. Huq— It is 25 years that 1 have handled that Section. 

Mr. A. C. Baneiji— Ho is citing a section of the Evidence Act ami 
giving illustration from his own opinion. 

How often had not they heard, went on Mr. Huq, that utiles^ a 
verdict was given in n paiticular way, that was characterized as a sham— 
that the judgment should be flouted, unless the decision was in a paiticular 
way. (Mr. Das — Beautiful) I 

Another reason, continued the Hon’ble speaker, why he voted againi»t 
those resolutions was that they were a part of an eiai^rate programme 
with which he did not agree. Tlmt was meant to be a signal for direct 
action. Since he did not agree with that programme he thought just ifle^i 
in withholding his assent and approval to it in the initial stage- Ho 
realised that there was a sinister btm^round looming large behind. ^ , , 

Mr. Das-^fs the Hon ble Minister entitled to use that expression ‘sinister 

The President— The word '^sinister background’’ is particularly ^ 
parliamentary expression, 

Continuing, the speaker said the Swarajiists said that they won* m 
the right. The speaker would say that they the minority were in 
light. The Swarajists were actually in a minority in eutetiug the 

Mr. Das— Who says that 1 I rise to a point of orifer. Has the How n 
Minister the right to misquote facts ^ 

The President— What are che facts! 



WB. *i|i MOTION 

Mr. iaet! is tiit we ara in a mi^ rity 

Tlie Prendeiit— .You must not expect me to dlioiuit t *. 

jlectioi.. I know imtiiiiig tbout ft. "“**•” •'»“» 

The Bon'We Mr. Huq then continued. He was elsd tw 
•leader of the Sw^ mowment’ had pointed out ” hta the^*oumtiof^f 
votes and on that Ae speaker was wilUng to meet him. There we^^ aI 
electoral »«8, sarf hft votes, out of which the total number ^f 

votes polled was 86,764 which was only a fraction of the whole electorate 
Mr. Palwan --How much you scored f 

The Presideiit :-CWer, order, the Minister must get a heariim 
Resuming. Mr. Huq smd. surely even in a law court a prifoiwr is hSid! 
A voice— Is the Minister a prisoner I 

The ]^n’blo_ Minister continued that even in the “ .Satenio ” Cotii+ 
of the Satanic Government. Gopiimth .Saha was given the Kberty to 
be heard and to enter into his defence in a regiUar Ll ! He 

the Swarajists did not represent the views of the Congress* 

A Swarqist momber— I have gf>t newspapers to contradict him 
Mr. Huq said that they had at least ceased to become Non-co-operators. 
Bal.u Ai il Bsran Roy admitted the other day, he said, that t^ had 
««, Handed nra-ro-opera^n and therefore they had ceased to repent 
the people of this country. (d«nnM criuofhvtr, hear.) 

The Voting 

The heckling now became intense. At 7-17 p.«. it was moved that 
the question be now put The President declared the motion lost K 

a division was derated and taken with the result that 63 voted (or aiid 

hi against the motion. 

The Pregi^nt : The motioii is therefore lost. 'Hie iieriod of two 
homi, having lapsed the debate automatically closes. 

sh.vJ*'® i^"® hy astray mJMority of 1 vote the original motion, 
huh WHS viitually one of No-oonfideiice on the Miiusters, was defeated. 

I an examination of the members who voted for and against the closure 

tea n + Out of the 64 roe^rs who voted 

ist the motion all the nominated officials and uon-officials together 

win. Executive Council making the full toUl of 27 

vote) S'f ^ *?“!!** Only 3d elected memhers 

aid 4 ®* vrere Europeans, 17 were Mahomedans 

iii. ii ..f elected European member was absent. Ro that 

11 “*“***” voted for the motion, the Swand - 

'W' aid Independeiite voting solid for it. 
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Bengal Budgct^^Ceiimd VinmmitxL 

On Felmiafy 26th the CcmooH met for o aeoeiil diec^^ on 
tile Badoet for tbe yeer iaS4-25. The prooeedingt bogaiiv in n very 
thin Houie w thinner till titer about tffo hours* diecuaeioii. 

Bi^ ^ Beim Kumer Sarksr pointed out to the President that 

the proceedings could go on nny further as the memhers preseut 
hardly formed a quorum. The president counted the number the 
members present were found to barely form the quorum and the 
disoussion continued for a few minutes, l^t again when the memhers had 
nrassembled after the fifteen minutes* adjournment for Namaj, Babu Bejoy 
kriehna Bose drew the President's attention to the extremely thin attendance 
and the President adjourned the Council for want of a quorum till 
8 p.M. the next day. Most of the non-officisl Europeans* a few of 
the oficials and some of the Nationalists W6re*ab«ent* and even of the 
members present very few took part in the disoussion. In all about 
fourteen non-offioial members .participated in the dUscussion* the officials 
remaining silent or indifferent iJl tiie while. All the speakers condeiniied 
the bu^et as defective and tbe Swarajists condemned it wholesale. 
Babu Su^rsan Chackerverty was the first to speak. Next rose Kai 
Bahadur S. N. Roy, followed by Mr. W. L. Travers who speaking on 
the Police grant deplored that the travelling allowances of officers had 
been out down to such an extent that it interfered with the prevention 
of orimes! Despite the Finance Membera ingenuity, observed Babu 
Barada Prasad Dey, in showing a surplus budget, closer scrutiny 
showed it to be a deficit one. Mr. Nurul Huq Choudhury characterised 
the revenue accruing from Asstss as ** blo^ money ' ; yet another 
oondemned the expected increase in the revenue from ^hmp and /xcie 
as leading to the demoralization and decay of the people. But the chonis 
<A complaint was that the Government did not find sufficient money for 
mdictl eid, drisibing woffr and primary and nooninry edvoifiofi. Mr. 
<DOw Sir) P. C. Mitter made a frank confession of how he was foiled 
in his attempt to improve matters educational while he was in office as 
the Education Minister. But what could the 'poor Minister' do, wailed 
he, without money 1 Without divul^ng official seerets he gave out that 
he tried his level best but the irresponsible Secretary of State and his 
local agents the Finanee Member, "stood in his way." He found not 
a rupee to s^nd on any urgent oeoeasities of the Province. And if 
this state of things were to continue, the threat be held out was that 
there would "haidly be any ooroperators left which eoidd but lead to 
one result-<-obitruction, obstruction, obstruction." Ahd if there fo 
obstruotion followed by revedution, who wouU be asked he. 

Certainly th# mponsibdity yrmhi be of Ifa fip^rtiiary of Sfote. Bin 
amid pei^ of laughter in whidi tim whefofHfo^^^nel the ex*Minister 
refusal whh an emphatie fovfoiKton of an audacious 

Swwn^ to come over to their tide. Mr. Nund Ifoiq Ghowdhunr 
foifowW kirn wanted to know what t||i ex^jMimiti^ had done in 
xegiird to the reooinniamfotions of tbs Batrentitiae 
fold piovidad for^^'^^^^i^^ oats fo tht lUuesti^ than in 

stiy otiforr TUs appMWixi^ e^Mfoister. Babu UmcA 

Cafondia Chatfoifoti ism Biriumpur (Bankumh 

tequistsd the lambtiti fo whohsele as he was 
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ktt 


oppoi^ to any giriuit lor tlie poBoe or (ha army baeaime (hay 
were not meai^ tor tiie proteotioQ ol the people but for their t%r 
hr the proteotioii of Biitieh trade and oommeroe. Coo* 
tiiuuu 9 > MK C. Mitter eaid that Ktiaiiee waa a reeerved auljeot and he wee 
afraid he opoM not oongratulate the Horn the Finaiioe Member* more so 
to whom he was reaponpiUe, (ha Goyemment of India and the Secretary 
of State. He proposed to prove the irreapposibility of the Secretary of 
State and the Qovernihetit of IndSa their local agent, the Finance 
Member. It seemed to him that thia irresponaibility ran iiot merely in 
this budget but in the budget of the last two years and it was time that 
this irresponsibility should cease now. The Finance Member and the 
Oovemment of India should tahe a wider vievr of things than that of 
merely Bs. As* P. There must be statesmanship and if that failed there 
was no doubt tiiat the Finance Member could not but expect exaspcratioii 
from all s^ons of people of the province, seeing that aoooi'ding to his own 
figures during the last three years this provinoe had increased its resources 
by 2i crores of rupees, and yet, what was the position? Not a rupee to si^end 
on the neMssity of the province. To his own mind there was not real 
<litferenoe between the Transferred Department and the Reserved Depart* 
merit. He laid down one rule for expenditure, namely, public good. 


Mr. Mitter then went on to quote figures to show the increase in 
revenue from the last three new taxations and other resources and said that 
yet they were threatened with an Imposition of sixty^three lakhs. If that 
was 80 » the responsilnlity would be the responsibility of the Secretary of 
State, the Government of India and their local agent were the Finance 
Member. If they wanted to run the provinoe smoothly, then the Finance 
Member should protest against it He might have protested from inside 
the Government, but that would riot do. The Finance Member should 
take the Council into his oonfidenoe in this matter. The Finanoe Memlier 
was no doubt responsible to the Seoretary of State, but as a member of the 
Executive Government of Bengal he had a duty to the House and to the 
(teople of Bengal, if he did not pay more attention to the real needs of the 
people. Eduoation was one of the most vital subiects of the country and 
whatever the politics of the difierent people might bo, all sections of the 
community, eo^operator or non*oO‘opeiator, demanded more money tor 
education (Asar, Asar). Tbere might be difference in the method also how 
the money would be utilised, but there was no ditfereoce in the object. 
Kcferring to rile question of primary education, Mr. Mitter said th it the 
present expenditure of the Cbvt lor primary education was a crying shame 
Asor). When he warn a member of the Govt, he protested against it bat 
his voice was a cry iii the wilderness (criss e/ and hughier /rom 
On tibe question ol secondary education and better pay of 
the poor tea^Aiefs lie tided his level best to improve the existing conditions, but 
the irreepoQstinif^ of iSka Secrotary of State stood in the way and be could 
moceed in ddii^ ttus direction. There was no provinoe in 

India, he might sty> thw was no country in the world, where in riie 
of seo<mcU people had shown more telf*heip riian - 

oeiigaL In iAti direolio contribution of the Government per head 

Rs. 4-1$ whereec rile ooiftrllKition from private sources was Hs. 

II mmeerion quoted figures to show that in other provfooro 

® rontribwtiob tile iropeotive was higher than timt ol 



4ia fi£NG4L LBQf%4tlV£ CQU^IL IcfftiOTm 

Baikal. The bulk o! the teachers ia the sohodls of Seogai reoeiyed salaries 
which varied between Rs. 22 and S4. One eould .not keep a deeeot 
eh^prati on that salary. How could they solve the probiem<ri secondary 
education of a province if they paid graduate teachers at tihe rate of Rs. 24 a 
month? So long as the Finance Memb^ was to look to ParUament for guidance, 
it was his duty to*oonvey to Parliament that (his kind of things wovdd not 
do. If they (Government) went on in (his way, hardly any co-operator 
would be left. Speaking for himself he would go on co-operating bmuse 
ha considered from the point of view of the interest of the coun^ that 
it was more important to be on good terms with Great Britain, ^causa 
he believed in Dominion form of Self-Government, and Dominion 
Self-Government required good will between Great Britain and India. 
But at the same time he would never spare criticising those who would 
sot in an irresponsible manner, however high their position might be. 
If this state of things continued, it would lead to only one result, namely, 
obstruction (hear, hear). If there be obstruction followed by revolution 
the responsibility would be the responsibility of the Secretary of State. 

Neat day, February 27th., the adjourned discussion on the Bengal 
Budget was resumed. The attendanoe was again thin. But the Nationalists 
pi'ceented themselves in numbers larger than on the previous day, the not.* 
official European block remaining almost empty. Tbe House again had to 
adjourn for want of a quorum half an hour before the usual time. Of the 
foutteen speakers that took part in the day s discussion, more than a dozen 
represented the Swaiajists and the Independents. The officials looked a 
little bit alert and even the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraj of Burdwaii whrt 
felt sleepy in the early part of the proceedings tried to shake it off 
and look awake. 

The proceedings had a dull beginning but no sooner had the first speaker 
l^'yed Sultan Ali, who was in possession of the House when the Council 
adjourned the last day, had finished his say the, interest of the House, 
especially of the Swaiajya members rose to the highest pitch when Professior 
(now simple Mr.) S. C. Mukerji, the Govt.-made representative of the Indian 
Christian community went out of his way and made, some uncalled for 
remarks against the Nationalists. Some of his stupid remarks denouncing 
his countrymen gave occasion to considerable heckling and amusement, atid 
amidst the derisive laughter of the House, he had to sit down. Babu Bejoy 
Krishna Bose following close congratulated himself on the advantage he had 
over Mr. Mukerji because (Mr. Bose) would not have to speak on the Pudget 
with an expression of “ continued fidelity "to the Government. "Not until 
the Budget was made the people's Budget," said Mr. Bose, " it was their 
clear duty to throw out the whole of it," and not even the " covert threats 
# of the Maharajadhircg Bahadur of Burdwan or the wild and passionate 
outlumts of the Ministers" swerve them a hair s breadth from o^ying the 
m^date of the country. Joining^ in chorus, Bai Harendia Nath Chowdhtiiy 
observed that no " hackneyed plea of maintaining law vod order, no jcjun<» 
arguments of efficieiicy ** could absolve the Government from their supr^c 
. duty of making the nation live and thrive first. Pei'haps the. most powenui 
sj^fch of the day wi^ th^ of Babu AkhilChandnlw Itseeniodto 
him ibst probably the j^nejlple the Bud^t was the maximum 

of grod to the minimum of p^|de. That was, he sudv fte story told by the 

Budget. But, he maintained, that wras inevitable ” whenever a stranger 
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pteyt ill ^nll o{ » gnardian^ But tbe great panacea of all theM eeib. 
be »id grert enpliaaia, waa Swarnl. fiabu Satkaripati Boy however 
stiuck a different note to the niany and various critioisms advened against 
the Bui^t. He went straight into the root of the aouroo of revenue 
and pointed out that about half the estimated total iiioomo came from 
rouroes the existence of which depended on the vice of the country« 
viz.! Mmv tactMy in other wordsy HtigaHm and mm. And he asked 

in all eeiiouBness : would theji Uke to educate their children by intoxicating 
their 'fathers and by introducing quarrels anK>ng their fellaw*oountrymen 1 
He could rot but ask his oouiitrymeii to throw out the Budget altogether. 

After a few more aimless speeches the Council adiourned half an hour 
before time for want of a quorum as before. 

Next day» February 28lh, the discussion was continued. The most 
effective speeches of the day were those of Babus Hemanta K. Sarkar, 
Niimal Ch. Chunder ard Naliiii B. Barkar> who denounced the foreign 
character of the administration in unmeasured terms amidst the applause 
of the House. Most of the prominent natioi.alist members, Dr. P. N. 
Paneijee, Kumar Shib Sekhareswara, Mi^or Suhrawavdy, Mthbarajkumar 
Nai.dvi Babu S. N. Boy, and the ex-Ministcr Nawab Nawab Ali 
Cbowdhuiy spoke. The latter, in a weighty pronouncement, said that 
vhen he compared the amounts granted for some of the items of the Police 
l^epaitment with those of the Traiisfen'ed Depaiimeiits, he could not but 
feel a sort of astonishmeiit as to how the Natioir building departments on 
which the welfare of the people mainly depended could bo shown so much 
ir, difference. If this sort of thing continu^, he said, it would only make it a 
point of paramount necessity of having a joint Fitiarioial Secretary 
to look after the interest of the Transferred Departments. There could 
be i.o surer way of making the Ministers unpopular than by limiting 
the scope of their usefulness by withholding money for sobemes likely 
to benefit the masses. The whole of the agriculture development pro- 
gramme had been held up for want of funds and ho must say that 
their work of years would go for nothing if funds were not found to 
proceed with the projects of the development programme. 

On Felmiary 29th, the general discussion on the Budget cam© 
to a close. The most important speech on this day was of Mr. C. B. 

the leader of the Opposition, who laid down a definite construe* 
tive programme in reply to a challenge of the Government that the 
Swarajists and Independents had no programme of their own* 

Mr. C. S. DAS said in the course of his speech : — 

, It Uaii been said that 1 am the high priont of dfHtruction in ludiati {loliticn. 

* Hhk my critics to point out one <>ingte iiibtance where tlieiv has been a n/al 
txMist motive work without some destruction somewhere. If 1 am destructive, it is 

I want to construct. If I am a non-co-operator, I can assure my friends, 
til U'oause I believe in co-operation and I believe that no co-opcration Is iMwsib'e in ♦ 
tilth cduatry unless you start with non-co-operation (Asor, A#ar). What kiml of co-op nation 
between masters and slaves ? Is such a co-opcration pcs»ab!e ? My friend. 

**. C. Mitter has always been a stout champion of co-ojjeration, but what did 
h.ar from him the other day? He said that at the time when he was seeking 
co*o|ifration his voice waa not heard, ho was ‘ crying in the wilderness*. Wall, 

* *<lo not know whether he realised thia fact tlien or he has rcaliaeil it now. 

It is abundantly clear that if the aovernment reaiy desires for the oo-opera- 
of the people they must respond to the demands of the iteople {hear, Aaar, 
aea q/^Jause), We are not prepared to co-operate where our righu arc dlaregamwi 
our Hnanoea ate played with in the manner in w'hich It boa been done 



tbe hkit one hundred and elxQr jem We sie diaifed 
tbe Oovrninient. But my ib, it it bscmue the Government ^bas alwa^ 

mietmehMl the t>eop:^ Wae it not" pointed out by Mr. Sureiidra Katb Bmrli 
as be then was» that ibe < hii>toiy of Anglo-Indian adodnistsa^^ is stiewn 
broadcast with fragmeiits of broken pledlges*! Sinoe the DecAvatioa of U57-.i 
refer to the Qae^*s PsocAmation «dowh to the B«dorms! Act, lor our part the 
history of Angfodmlh^n administration has been the history of dead bo^m ami crushed 
asplratiouSi Aud yet are are asked to co-operate with the Government. 

What about the Budget speech to which we listened the other day f We ar<; 
told that there was a surplus— I am speakiiig from> mniiary---o£ about une crorc 
twenty-four or twenty-live lakhs frmn the new taxes, Dr. Roy pointed out that the 

Government is prcmise-bontid to show that ipr the Tiunsferred D<;partmeat« He has 

pointed out promise after p/omise, promises of eveu fiis Excellency the Governor 
aufi of those who ^Bonio under him. But those promises have bicn who.iy dis. 
regarded. Aud the other day we wm told that this monqr is not lor the Tiunf$. 
ferrctt J^partment — it is reserved for something else. 

A Constructive Suggestion 

Sir, I will put a constructive suggestion before tha Government for the !aKt 
time. Now, out of this 1 crore 24 thousands— I cannot think of crores ami laklih 

(laughter) -out of this if you want to waste, waste two thirds of it and leave 

one third for the Transferred Department. Surety, this is a modest request. Do 
have it in this way. Borrow live crores at six per cent interest and arrange 
for a sinking fund with two and hai per cent. 1 think 1 u'orked it out in tin^ 
way. If you s|jeiul thirteen and ha.f lakhs for a sinking fund and 18 lakhs to 
pay the interest, you wi l clear tlie whole debt in twenty years ; and with the tivc 
crores what ' is theic that you cannot do t Spend one crore for technical education 
in Bengal, spetul one crore for primary education, spend thirty lakhs for special 
Maliomedan institutions (/aar, hior). Spend thiity lakhs for those who aie callid 
the depressed classvH-l <lo liol believe tliat they are depressed classes— they are op. 
prehsed classes— oppiessed by the Government and the higher c asses alike (engs of 
hgar, h$ar and (pplausa). Spend one crore lor the development of cottage industry. 
Spend one crore foi^ weeding, out Malaria and Kala-asar, spend forty lakhs for the 
development of agriculture. You can do this with live crores without any special 
effoits. You have to borrow this money at 6 per cent and spend one-third »a 
sum of money the whole of whicn you are promise-bound to pay towards itie 
Transferrccl Department- and one-third to pay the interest and one thinl towaids 
the sinking fund. And I am snre you can better the condition of the people of 
this Province. But will this be done 7 1 for one hardly hope it will be done, 1 
speak bitterly because we in Bengal feel that our case is a cate of lost oppori unity 
and broken promises and disregarded interests. 

1 make this constructive suggestion for the last time and 1 want> to sec how 
the Government deals with it. You are always referring to the Nation-bulldiug 
departments. 1 have often been told— **why, yon have got Responsible Governm nt, 
the Nation-btti;ding departments.** But these so called Natjoa-bi:dkliag departments 
wei'e instituted to be surved,— the Nation-building departments which are put forward 
as a pretence of Belf-Govemment, tbe Nation-buUdmg departments which never at 
any time intended lo be workeil in the spirit of tlie Reforms Act. If you are 
sincere— are you sinoere 7—1 make this oonstruotive suggestiem. Let. us see how you 
deal with it. 

The Oovernment memberu then rose to reply, hfeesrs Ohusnavi and 
Fazl-olHuq made leugtby apoeehee in suppprt; of t||imrdBpart^ 

Jlugh Stephenson spoke in great length suppoilaQg the Police budget an 
eztolJiiig the eerikea of the Police and botf beaut^ly they maintain 'law 
andc^er!’ 

The Hon*ble Sir ABDUE EAHIM critimsed in strong ter^ 

the aotidn of Mr. Das and the Swurams- It had been said by 
G. Dai be c(mip]aiiiad» that it was nor pdasible to j^hce laitb on Govenr 
pfomisee^^^i^ justified binmelt in fnjecdqg whole 
Inspito ol Mr* DssV sweepintf of toe 

irankly toy» wlmtover be # 
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« gi^ Adminiitmtion Y But for tlia Brit^ 

Ijiera vio in Induu The &itiah had prateiZI 

ladta from iafeemal aggrMd<»i and exterosi invasion whksh was m ina^- 
mable hleenng nnd no oa and eo forth ! 

(At this i^e ®r Abdur Kahhn was ooostderably heckled by the 
Swarajists bei^^f some ^^parliamente^ expressions of his which were 
highly resented* l^e Swarajists in protest then withdrew from the Counoih 
leaving a few Govt, members and their supporters to continue.) 

the Hon ble , the MAHABAJADRiRAJ OP BURDWAN said that his 
seven years expeneiiM in the Bengal Council had taught him this lesson that 
the academte discussion of the budget wax getting more and more dreary 
in view of the fact that the same things wore repeated every year. 
The Mshar^ia then explained certain items of expenditure in the 
ilei>artnieiit in his charge. It had been said that they wei*e spending 
largo suras of money for European education though the proportion of 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians was very small compared to the popula* 
tioD of the Province. It was fallacious and unjust, said the Maharaja, 
to put the population tsst^ in this^ matter. Their case was special. The 
maiority of these institutions which would be beaehtted by the grant 
were founded aiid maintained by non-ofiicial Europeans and Govern- 
inent was supporting them bemuse it thought it fair and just to do so. 
Continuing the Maharaja said that certain members had expressed 
h desire to throw out the budget as a whole. Hi hoped that in view 
(if what Mr. Das called a constructive sohotne they would reconsider 
it. Hut Messrs. G. R. Dass and Bajoy Krishna Bose thoui^ht that 
he (the Maharaja) had a natural tendency for intimidation (referring to 
his threatening speech on the 20 January— see page 400). Ho pointed 
out that if any body hated intimidation it was himself. He choriahod 
no idea of intimidation or of assuming the role of a superior person. 
Hu had a right as a patriotic Indian to claim for India emancipation 
i^tep by step and he had no doubt that every Indian and every honest 
and right-minded European would be willing to help them in it. 

After Mr. Donald, the Finance Member, had replied the Council 
adjourned till the 1 2th March. 

On March 12th the Council met (or non-official resolutions. 
The attendance was lull, especially because of a very pocuHar and amusing 
resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Musharaff Hossain proposing 80% 
of Govt, posts to be reserved for Mahomedans. The resolution was bolieve^l 
to Vic inspired by the Ministerialists*cum* European clique who wanted to 
lafflo the Swarajists and discredit them in the eyes of Moslems in general 
!iii(l U) fan the flame of Hindu-Moslem dissensions. After question time, — 
Khan Bahadur MUSHARAFF HOSSAIN moved that out of the total 
“umber of appointments referred to in the undermentioned table and to bo 
“^de hereafter by the (^vemment of Bengal, 80 per cent, be given to the 
Mahomedans of Bengal till ^le number of Mahomedan officials in each 
^ j^ii'the employ of the Ghavernmeigr of Bengal becomes 55 per cent of 
the whole ;~(i) appointments carrying a maximum of Re. 1,000 and over, 
j-1 appotntmenfea earry if pg a pay between Bs. 500 and Rs. l,O0O> 

1 f appointments canyiiig a pay between Rs. 40 and Rs. 100 and (5) 
appointments canying a pay of less than Ks. 40. 

A very hest^ *Pter^»?»g debate followed in which the Mtiiiw^ 
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tatiidiitB bad ample dppottiiBify 6t Ibrewiiia miad at the Hindu- 

Modem Pact. J^me of the Independents too gave veirt to their opposition 
to the pact. For itsBtanee.*^ 

Mr. DEVIFSASAD KHAITAN failed to appreciate what really im- 
pelled Khan Bahadur Musbaiaff Hossain to bring forward this matter for the 
dedsion by the Council at that stage. So far aa the speaker had been 
able to understand* the Pact was made in order to keep the Swamj 
paity in a compact form to induce the Mahomedan members of that 
party not to go out of it (crw# a/ " Qw»tkm, gueBiwn It might be 
questioned but that was the speakers firm convictioD. That was the basis, he 
thought, on which the Pact was made. His objection to that Pact was that 
such a Pact did no good to any party. It was not honest to make a bait 
like that. It would simply mean that if the Mahomedana were offered better 
l)ait by Coveniment they would go over to their aide. In that view of the 
matter he bad always thought that such Pacts, whether they be formed inside 
a Party or inside the Council Chamber, would do no good to any person 
whomsoever. But so far as the appointment of Mahomedans to Government 
l>ost8 was coricenied, they bad tds fullest sympathy (Hear, hear). He him* 
self belonged to a minority party— a community which he considered to bo 
an oppressed community. 

The speaker was interrupted several times by the Swarajists whc 
resented deprecation of the Hindu-Moslem Pact. 

Neat day. the 1 3th March, the discussion was resumed. Mr. 
Nurul Huq Chowdbury, Swarqjist, made a humourous speech exposing 
the hidden baiid that was behind the motion. Mr. Jones, the Editor of 
VAs shed a lot of * crocodile tears’, as the Swandirts said, and 

shouted great concern for the Moslems and his special pleading for 
them evoked the heartiest contempt from the Nationalists. After a few 
more speeches Mr. C. E. Das moved an amendment. 

Mr. DAS ill moving his amendment that the motion be adjourned 
sine di>, said - 

ItJ ttoems to me Hint there is bome mibapprchension somewhere. On the last 
occasion when the same resolution was about to be taken up, Khan liahiuiiir 
Musharaff Hossain spoke to me and asked me whether I would have any object ioii 
to take to any of the general words. I said certainly not. And an amciMlnienr 
was written out then and there and I was told by Babn Jatiiidi’a Katb Basu ihailiehail 
taken it to the J’lesident and the President objected to it beoause a definite pcrccutaK'- 
was not mentioiml. 

For those who arc igiiomnt of the Pact, may I read tin fundamental proposition 
and pi'eamble to it “ It is ictolvol that in order to establish a real fouiulatioii of self 
government in tins Province it is necessary to Itfing about a Pact between the Hiiwlu' 
and Mohamedaus of Bengal dealing with the rights ot each community when the founda- 
ti<m of self-government 18 securetl.*' The fundamental idea is to secure the foundstion 
and in order that no misapprehension^ no doubts* may arise as to whether it is going 
be a Hindu BrU or a Moslem Uaj, we lay down in this Pact the share of each cornmnnii' 
in the self-government which is to come. 1 think the wlea is perfectly clear. As 
ists we have always been opposeil to the way in which the Government deals ^ 
rights. 1 never for a moment say that the Government is pro>Mohamedan nor art 
pin-Hindu. Keitfaer are they anti-Mohamedan i:or anti-Hindu* But they 
pm-Mohamedan or pin-Hindu whenever occasion requires it. (Hear, hear) am! tnev » 
that part of the work with exquisite impartiality (continued cries Hear, ^ 

this IS what has been sought to be done. I object to anything to be taken town the uo 
ment now eitbei* by the Hixidus or by the Mohamedana. If we have 4®^ 
in u^ I will say this— wc will-shorificc everything— we shall stand stUl until our ngi 
svoogn'sed. One Meliauiedan frfend of mine observed just a few minutes ago i- 
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rtgM. (« n« ^ Hlttlw. M», I point ont t« htoo- 

ndtJier ti^BWtti ^ tie enjoy onytWiw «Uoh wy be «oll«d » right in 

tliis coiuiitiy fccw)i W<s ligbiv. Wo wMit to oocore pur righto. 

,T)^ Bait 

Then, Sfr, .it ha* boon oaui that 1 offeml this ban tu Jure oome peon^r. May 1 noint 
out totlKne who^In liavoby obw my opeeoheo in the newopapere that for 

tlic )a*t five ymn I hay® been thinking of this great idea and have eapieoBdlit and liave 
iH>intodit mto the country a}sMHa in every provinoe-that the only foundation for 
eelf-govemment is the federation of Hindus and Moliamedans (Hear, hear). And on this 
tx^easion the Swaraj snembm'were e:ected before one a-ord was said about this J^aot (Hearo 
hrar), Th^ were all e.coted as Swaraj members * 

1 will just wad to you what Mr. Abilul Karim wrote. I think the Hon. Members 
know this gentleroeiu He eaiil : *‘It will be further seen that it was not Mr. C\ B. Das 
^ho6rst moved in the matter with a view, as snpiKMwd, lo court the support of the 
Mussalman members of the Bengal Legislative Council. On the contrary, the proposal 
in its inception came from the other jiarty concerned and was developed into its final form 
after cartful deliberations on both sides.** Later on : “On my return to Calcutta I bad 
an interview with Mr, 0. B. Das at which Mr. Kasim Aii and Srijnt Bijoy lOishan Bose 
were present. 1 was glad to find that Mr. Das inclined, unlike many of his short-sighted 
co religionists, to take a ?ong view of the situation. I caMeil at Mr. l>as*s house with n 
draft of the proposetl pact, drawn up in consultation with some of the leading Mussalnians. 
Mnulana Abul Kalam Asad, Monlvis Kasim Ali, Wahc<l Hossain and others took part 
in the dheubsion which ensue<l ami lasted for over two hours. As a result certain definite 
terms were agreed u)on.** Therefore I think this answers the somewhat foul charge 
brought against me, that 1 have had recourse to a pretence in oitler to get the Mohamcdaii 
members &f ibis Council to my side. In the whole history of my political life 1 have 
never resorted to any pretence whatsoever. I believed in it and I Vlielieve in it a^ firmly 
I lielieved in any article of my faith, t know that when yon come to the aiena of 
practical politics you are like'y to be branded in that fashion. But I hope that in the 
fulness of time 1 wall stand vindicated before the country and I believe that my country* 
men will then see that 1 have been etriving for a great irlea— the real fedemtion between 
the communities which alone can be the basis of our greatness. 

The Hon. Mr* FA2L’UL HUQ then spoke against the Bengal Pact and 
iianated what a Wmbar from Jessore* had told hiniy which evoked much 
sarcastic merrlmeht. After members on liehal! of Govt, had spoken 
opposing the amendmenty it was put to vote and declared carried by 66 
votes to 4 By the Swandifilis being in the overwhelming mr^iority. 

The oitginal motion was thus poatponed line die. 

On March 1 4th the Council met for non-official resolutions 


Mr. J, CAMPBELL POREESTEE moved that action be taken 
under ^ub-section (2) of section 8 of the Bengal Amusements Tax Act 
of 1922 to exempt theatres, cinemas and otiier forms of entertainment, 
such as dancasy exhibitionsy etc., from the liability of the Entertainment 
Tnx. restrictiDg the operation of that tax to race-courses and betting 
transactions on race-courses. The resolution was negatived. 13 voting 
for and 48 againsti it. ^e Swarigists did not vote. 

Major H. SSTHBAWAJ^Y moved that the proper authorities lie 
^pproached to l^ke the mecaisaiy steps to re-open the Port of Calcutta 
for Muslim piigtititt to Mecca and other holy places in the Hedjas as 
*oon as pmctiQidde* Govt* accepting the resolution, it was carried. 

Mr. D. P. KHAITAN moved “This Council recommends to the 
Government that egrljr steps be taken to give effect to a complete 
ssfiaration of jn^Kmal and executive functions in Bengal.** 

The resdiitaou #fii in the end withdrawn by the mover on Govt, 
the House that the matter was under consideration. 

63 
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Mr. B. SASMAL moved proper .antimri^ 

a cbange of Rule 5, Sub-rule 3 of tibia Bengd Electoral Rolee ao ae 
to qualify for election to the Bengal Legislative Council persons against 
whom a convictilon by a Griminar Court involving a sentence of trans* 
portation or imprisonment for more than ^siz months was subsisting 
unless such conviction involved moral turpitude. Qovt. did not oppose. 

The resolution was put to vote and carried without any ** Noes.’’ 

Mr. J. N. BOSE moved that the post of the Principal of the 
Bethune College^ Calcutta, be filled by an Indian lady. 

The Hon. Mr. FAZL-UL HUQ assured Mr. Bose that on the retire- 
ment of the present incumbent, an European lady, tbe post would be 
given to an Indian lady. In view of this assurance Mr. Bose asked 
the leave of the House to withdraw his sesolution. A Swaraiist 
member having obiccted to it, the resolution was put to vote and declared 
carried, 56 voting for and 20 against it 

The Rent Act 

The Rent Act Amendment Bill was next taken up. Mr. G. S. Dutt 
presented the report of tbe Select Committee. Dr. Moreno moved for its 
consideiation and then followed an animated debate after which the Bill was 
passed. It extended the life of the old Act for 8 years more, from April 1, 
1624 to March 81, 1927. 

Voting on the Budget 

On the 1 8th March, the Council re-assembling, the Budget for tbe 
year 1924*25 came up for discussion. Government members made demaiKh 
for various grants. In all 20 such motions stood in their names. Notices of 
motions refusing each demand for grant were overwhelming and the 8waraji>:t8 
and Independents were responsible for no less than 1069. Keenness for 
reducing grants seemed to be the feature of the notices of motions sent in by 
the Nationalists and other Independent roembei*8. The Police Budget 
figured most prominently in this respect and no less than 1 45 motions for 
reduction of grants had been tabled. Grants for general administration came 
as a good second and as many as 180 motions for reduction in this branch of 
the demands had been detailed. I af^^; came Land Revenue which had 
been honoured with 11 motions for rcduotion. 

The Nationalist Party had held a meeting the night before and resolved 
that the membeiw of their Party, who were members of the Benpl 
Legislative Council, weie authorised by the Party in view of the situation 
created by the Government to throw out tbe Budget in its entirety. 

The Governors Sadden Appearance. 

As on every demand there was a motion for the refusal of the 
grant by the Swarajists and NationaUsts, apprehension was felt at the fate 
of these motions and His Excellehcy TJEIE GOVERNOR being informed^ 
the situation suddenly came to the Council without notice and 
to the House on the possible effects of refimal of demands, and toe 
oon^tutfoDsi issues involved therein. . 

Hie BECELLEKCY said in the coarse of his speedh There is a , 

this CooQcil which for tearous of policy desiies to refeot *^iii toto” the budgw^ 
am anxioes that when you vote, you s*iottid be in no oneertainty as to 
the oonseqnmoe of your vote will be, I have come to state what will oi 
can happen if the Bndget is rejjeeted. 
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Xb® first ibing wou.d liAppm k that not only would the present 

Minisient fcnve to re^n, but no other Mfnittera oouM be appointeii m their niaoe 
because there would be no funds from which to pay their salaries. 

1 should then have to declare an emergency to have arisen in which It was 
mjt possible for me to appoint any Ministers, ami by virtue of the Traiisfwieil 
{Subjects Buies take charge myself of the Transferred Departments. 

Ko lapendituce can be incurred except on my authority. 1 have not come to 
t«li yon what 1 am going to do, but what I can do. 

First, then, in regard to Reserved Subjects I have power to restore every single 
anint in the Budget which has been rejected. No interest therefore on tlie sUle 

of Oovemment need suffer by the rejection ot the Budget^ 

With regaid to the Transferred Subjeots however I have no power to restore 
a single grant. Even though I may be temporarily in charge of the Transferwd Demit- 
ments, they do not thereby become Reserved Departments and my power of certifying 
*lofs not apply to them. Whjrcas in tue case of iteseiveil Subjects I have {tower to restore 
evervtldiig, in the case of Tran«ferve<l Subjects I can “restore’^ nothing though I can 
•^Authorise*' expemliture within very strict limits. 

No loans, no grants-in-aid cou!*! be "authoriHcti by me." Both the Universities at 
Calcutta ami Dacca won d be dcprivc<i of all Government assistance, and the Dacca 
ruivevsity, being without any other source of revenue, would have to close down at 
once. Government aid to all local institutions would cease, 18 lakhs to local bodies 
for primary education would be withdrawn ; 5 lakhs of loans to Munioiiialities and 
District Boards would oeaso ; 111 lakhs to Municipalities and District Boanls for Pnbtic 
Hiu'th ami water«8upp)y, and 8 lakhs of grants to hospitals and dispensaries wuulil also 
U' lost. Generally spmkjug, the nation-building deimrtments would bc» completely starved 
sful no Government assistance of any kind could be given in mofussil districts. 

Kdneation, Public Health, Medica', Agriculture ami Inilustries would lie depriveil 
of all assistanoe from Government. They %voii:d l>e starved and crippled, and a serious 
injury would b • inflicted not on the Government, which would remain uuaffecteil, but 
u|)on the people whose interest you are here to represent. 

It may be thought perhaps that Government would not dare to face such a situation, 
lift there be no iliuskms on this point— my Govaromont would not bo ombaratsod by 
such a fituation whidi was not of our croation. and from which wo would in no way 
sufisr whilo it loatod. 

After His Excellency had loft the Council after creating the scene, 
the discussion of the demards for grantB con^menced. There was 
a lengthy and lively debate but none of the speakers referred to the 
merits of the demand made but considered the pron and eons of the 
situation that would be created in case the demand was refused. 
Tlic Swarajists and Nationalists referred to the situation created by the 
Govorijor and explained their action in taking this drastic step as that was 
the only means left to them. Those who were opposed to creating a 
dead-lock thought this procedure to be dangerous and risky while some 
went even further and denounced the obstructionist policy of the Swarajists. 

Land Revenue 

The first demand made was by the Hon. the MAHARAJA BAHADUR 

BURDWAN asking for a grant of Rs. 33,66,000 for expenditure 
uiider Land Ifovenue. Tliere were 112 motions for the icductiou of this 
in*aiit which were all withdiawn in favour of the motion for the total 
f^fusal of the grant moved by- 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA who said in the course of his speech 
I oppose this demand because I say that the Govemmciit have 
j;e;u8ed the demand in the Assembly. I ask this House to throw out 
IS demand, becauM I say the Government have refused to listen to 
**« public opinion of Bengal. I ask this House to throw out this 
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WirainnH I WT tlllfc th® OoTWOWWlli h®V® 'td wlcjSft 

th» poiB^ prisoieii #hott Ih® H *o> iLf*'* 

tlirow ^ d^toad b^® J W liM 
Cbonear iw i» oo^d over the gxpw^tore, 

ov«r th® Hbn’We Member who » eeking lor 4^ das^. Then# 
S ^ ^ode on which I aek thie Howe to ^ .demi^ 
TBefwT^I sit dowii, msy I ^ the House in the language 

of oor greto leader Deehten^ C. H Darn:*- _ BaaMl fmii 

"DeOi hee rdlied. C. P. hae <tone its da^. Wm fail} 

The eounoillom ere to reply by their TOtes on the budget. How can 
ti!e Nation', condemnation of the pre«mt eiN^em of jover^ent ^ 
clearly, emphatically and effectively expreaaed l It la by rflccting the 
denial for granta in their entirety. Here there m no ^eation of the 
merita of thia or that item. But the aup^e qu^on, the only 
^eation, the qneation of queationa ia— ahould Diarohy bve a “oment 
longer 1 Should the peopltfa wiahea be flouted m they are being flouted! 
Ijet Bengal’s representatives in the Council reply. 

Swarajists Walk Out. 

And'Bengal’a ropreaontativea’ replied, ’^e debate drag^ *0**11® 
great commotion arose at the fag end when the Swaraiiate and the 
Cependenta in a body walked out of 

what they called objectionable remarks made by the Hon bio Mr. 
Sul Huq. In vain did the President try to rmtore order 
and aU h<a ones of' Older, order were drowned by the ones of 
‘shame, shame’ in return by the retiring m^bers of the Nationalirt 
Party. This seemed to bo the signal and the whole of the Western b ock 
OTOupiod by the Nationalists and the major pmtiqn of t^ Eastern blwk 
^ the oWcrowded galleries were emptied in no time leaving the 
President and the rest of the members, the few 

neTof the Government, in a hulf.^The Prudent «k^.the Honb 
Minister to resutne his speech which he did and finished in a ^ 
lentenoe. In the lobby, till sometime after the meebng «« 
the members indulged in indignant and tw %"Ln 4 - 

Govorament members were seen to approwh tbe kad^of ^^2,^ 
lists and tried to pocify them by apologiM and ei^. The 
MnHuq himself a^roaohed Mr. l>as m^l sought to he 

The trouble arose In this way. When at the very «®“®«!®®”®"* " 
speech Mr. Huq remarked that they should dieouss the “.y j. J^S"k 

phei*e free from passion and with oalmnm ^ sobn^y . httl 
it was an atmosphere just the opposite that his remark would c ' ctioir 
inspite of his ‘ best to restrra himself the con^t “„g * picture 

ings of some qf his oppoutUMUsto Unnerv^ him. He w towing p 
f rSi inmginaSn « to how, if a d^dook *®® he 

Sub-Deputy Collectors, ihe School 

without salaiy and how that partiwilar ‘what 

thm would be brought to » ® ^ Mr. Huq 

a piM' Thia edded fuel to the 8moolder«« 
pltoded j^enoe to yhioh va s^ himself no 

"la it *ood breeding to, 1^^ oi 

oriee of no, no).^,thUBdired ir. ^ Hoq. Is it good 
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K). noK v*; ^ ** *y»wf fa*” ®^5?«. «>)• Thi« set the bell rbllittg 

gnd eefirteiJ; to the Mmutor's remarks add Mr. C. ft. 

Das askaft tet tSid Praiiddii^ rolitig aiid the rating that he gave resulted 
in the witWta^ of the ineittb^fa-^wari^i^^ Indej^ndents together. 

On M»tA l$lli, on the Conao3 re-assembling Mr. Huq offered apology 
for his oHensiye remsrlcs of the previous day, sikI he was followed by 
the Presideiit who thea made up for previous lapses. 

When fte dSaeussioa on the demand for grant for expenditure under 
]^ud Eevenue was tesomedi the memtors spoke on the motioa moved by 
Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta tbht the whole demand be refused. After a full dross 
debate lastiiig over six^ hoiirs, the President put the motion to vote, and 
after keeping the Hou^ id anxious suspense for over 15 miuvttos, aiinoutioed 
the result of the division amidst boisterous cheering of the Nationalists* 

The moffOii /er refusal wu csrrtfd by 65 votes to 63, 

Though it was a narrow majority of two votes, the Swai-ajists 
considered it to be their greatest victory. The House was almost full 
with only five absentees and all the three galleries were ovoi*crowdod. 
The announcement of the r^It created much excitement in the House, 
the Swarajists and the Nationalists cheered and clapped, while cries of 
“Bande Mataram” were heal'd from the public gallery. 

Excise Grant Passed — Stamps Rejected 

The Hon. Mr. A. K. GHZNAVI moved that a sum of lie, 11,97,000 
Ikj granted for expenditure under head ** Excise.'' 

There were about 23 resolutions for the reduction or the refusal of the 
(liifcront items of the demand which wore withdrawn in favour of tho reso** 
lution of Dr. Kumod Sankar Boy asking for the refusal of the whole demand. 
The motion was put to the vote and lost, 6 1 voting for and 65 against it. 

The Hon. Mr. J. DONALD moved that a sum of Rs. 9,62,000 be 
granted for expenditure under head Stamps." Maulvi Abdul Zabbar 
Pahlwan moved that the demand be refused. 

'Fhe motion was carried by 6 1 to 63 votes. The Council then odiournod. 

On March 20th, the Council re-assembling, no fewer than six demands 
for grants were considered. Five were disposed of while the last one wiis 
under discussion when the Council adiourn^. 

The five demands dealt with were in respect of (l) Forests, (2) 
Registration, (3) Sohaduled Taxes, (4) Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
uients and other drainage works and (5) General Administration. 

Of these the demands in connection with Forests, 8cheduled Taxes, 
Irrigation, ate., and General Admimstiution were refused, tho voting 
l^iug as follows : — Fpresta, 63 for and 66 against ; Scheduled Taxes, 63 
for and 66 against ; Irrigatioui etc., 64 for and 68 against ; General 
Administration, 63 for and 66 against. The only demand carried was 
that for Registration, 66 voting for and 62 against. 

During the last twa days no other motion" excepting the total refusal of 
c demand was 'discussed, but when Sir HUGH STEPHENSON moved 
jor a sum of Bs* 96,33,000 for expenditure under General Administra- 
on the Swandists and Nationalists began to press for all the amendments 

were on the a^nda. On this demand there were 179 mofious for 
^^ction or Taiwui of wbioh only seven were discussed. 
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\lhile tbe notion for refiunl of the whole grent under h^ * Irrigation 
was voted upon, it was found loet, 65 voting, for and 67 voting agiunst. Biit 
to the anusenent of all and to the surprise of the . Government memben 
when the original motion was put to vote it was dedared lost, 64 voting for 
ar.d 65 against, resulting in the end in the defeat of the Government and in 
the refusal of the whole grant. 7he next motion for refusal of the whole 
demand under head ** Constiuction of Irrigation” etc. was lost by the casting 
vote of the President, votes being 64 against 64. An amendment moved by 
Bai Harendra Nath Choudhuri for reducing the demand under this head by 
Bs. 1,85,000 carried by 67 to 59 votes. But the original motion as 
amended was lost by 64 to 66 votes. Under head ‘‘General Administration’', 
of the three amendments for reduction of demands for Hill and Dacca 
allowances, one was lost by 63 to 65 votes, another by the casting vote 
of the President and the last was carried, 67 voting for and 63 against. 

Monday, March 24th, is a red-letter day in the annals of the reformed 
Bengal Council. On this day, the whole force of thp Nationalist parties were 
directed against the Ministers, to break down, as they said, the sham of a Diarchy. 

Ministers’ Salary— Motion for Befusal. 

On the re-assembling of the Council, after the interpellations, Maulvi 
SAYEDUL HUQ moved that the demand of Bs. 1,92,000 under ‘General 
Administration, Ministers’ pay,’ be refused. A number of other cuts were 
moved on the same head by some of the Swarajists. Mr. Bomes Bagchi 
moved for reduction of Bs. 1,91,997, Mr. Akhil Dutt for Bs. 1,56,000, and Mr. 
Nurul Huq for the whole salary. After a long debate the motion was put. 
It was carried by 63 votes to 62. The result was hailed with deafening 
applause by the Swara^iist Party and cries of ” Besigii,” “Besign”. 

Babu Bomesh Chandra Bagchi next moved that the demand of Ks. 
9,683,000 under the head “ General Administration” as amended in Council l e 
refus^. 

The Hon. Sir Hugh Stephenson bad nothing to say to this further move 
in the path of obstruction. The resolution was carried by 65 votes to 61 vote.« 

Administration of Justice. 

The Hon. Sir ABDUB RAHIM moved that a sum of Bs. 94,73,000 
granted under the head “Administration of Justice”. 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain moved that the demand for Ss. 35,940 for the 
preparation of paper books in the Appellate Side of the Hlgld; Couit be refused. 

The motion was carried by 67 to 56 votes. 

Dr. Kumud Sankar Boy moved that the whole demand of Bs. 94,73,000 
iinder the head “ Administration of Justice” as ainencM in Council be totally 
refused. The resolution was carried by 66 votes to 56. 

On March 26th. an unfortunate incident somewhat marred the 
dignity of the proceedings of the Council in connection with some 
Mabomedsn members saying their jitaa prayers when the bell 
division, with the result that three votes could not be recorded. 
Swarajists asked the iPresident ta adjourn the division for a few imnutcB to 
enable the Mahomedan memb^ in question to ^nish their an ^ 

take part in the voting. Jne J^w^ent, however, declined to do so 
the groiit.d that when thepvisiop'wa^ called there could be no adjourun^ 
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«f dw Home. To thfc ruHi« stong objection via taken by Mahomedans and 
Hindu Sw»*^}wt8e Even the Hon* Mr* Fazl-ul Buq, Minister, thought that 
it WM rather hatd on members of the House who were ^reiu]y saying 
their prayers to be shut out from the privflege of voting. Subsequently the 
Presidenty on a division being called for, requested the Swarajists to 
ascertain whether any member was in the prayer room before he pioceeded 
to have the division taken. 

Jafls and Police Demands 

Following the piooedure adopted the pi'ovious day. the Swarajists by 
52 votes agiinst 47 refused the entire demand of Rs. 35,89,000 under the 
head *'Jails and Convict Settlements”. 

The next demand dealt with Police expenditure for which 
KiS* 1,70,47,000 was asked^ for. Sir Hugh Stephenson in moving for it 
gave vent to hu spleen in comparing the action of the Swarstiiats 
to the Berlin Nihilists and drew in the name of Mr, M. N. Roy, the 
Moscow Communist, with^ the sly hint that the Congress paily was 
acting under his inspiration. There were no fewer than 1 45 motions 
for redaction or refusal in connection with this grant. Of those 52 were 
disposed of, the being withdrawn. Only 10 motions were 

moved, in two of which the Swan^iists took no pait in the voting and these 
two were lost, while another was negatived by the Ciisting vote of the 
President and the other seven were carried. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy moved that the demand for 
Ks. 1,65,300 under the heai 'Presidency Police-— Calcutta Police— Pay of 
Inspectors’ be reduced by Rs. 41,325. This was earned. 

Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri moved that the demand of Rs. 2,62,320 
ior the pay of Sergeants under the head Presidency Police bo reduced 
by Ils, 1,31,160. Sixtjrone voted for while an equal numlier voted against. 
It was however negatived by the casting vote of the President. 

Kumar Shib Sekhareswar Roy moved that the demand for Rs. 46,000 
under the head of 'Presidency Police— Calcutta Police— for the purchase 
and maintenance of horses and their equipment’ l>e refused. 

Shah Syed Emdadul Huq moved that the demand of Rs. 1,09,000 
under the head — ‘Presidency Police contract coiitigencies'— be reduced by 
lbs. 1,00,000. Both these motions were lost. 

l>r. Pramathanath Banerjee moved that the demand of its. 1,97,500 
under 'Detailed account — Superintendence’ be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000. 
Sir Hugh Stephenson opposed the motion which was carried, 61 
voting for and 59 against it. 

•Shah Syed Emdadul next moved that the demand of Rs. 1.55,200 
'nider the same bead be refused. The motion was carried by 61 to 58. 

»Shah Syed Emdadul Huq moved : That the demand of Rs. 10,800 
the head 'District Executive Force— District Police— Assistant Super 
“iteiidents* be refused. The motion was carried by 61 to 58 votes. 

' 4 4 motion for the reduction of the pay of Deputy Super 

'utendente was carried by 60 to 60 votes. 

Babu Akhil Chandra Dutta moved that the demand for Rs* 53,H80 
^'ifopeian constables be reduced by Rs. 26,940. 

Ahe motion was carried by 61 to 54 votes. 
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On Mti^h 26tb> alter itp defV debetp cAi Itie of 

Sill* l,70#47,C0O for e)Kp^4Hpre iiider tHbeed - t^oliee,’’ tlie fHaciuiiott on 
irptiooB for redeetioni acd refuial catoe to a picae. On thia deUte the 
Sararailats erere rot as Bncceaifui at they expected and tied more defeat 
.than vietoiieii aid the tail attempt to thioir out the entare dtmatd 
ptoved ahoitive. 

Ihe Covccil began by Tetuming the adtjourncd diabuaafmi on the 
police demard* Ihere treie 39 motioiB for reductton or refuaal of 

which only ten were moved aid the d^eiB were withdrawn. On the 
first three n&otiohB for reduction the Swandists were Bucceesful after 
which the enales were turned aid the Govenmeiit became BueceeBful 

in almost all the remaining motiors except one. Thm modon referred 

to the refusal ot a grant of Bs. lifiO,OCO for iron cots and mosquito 

curtains for policemen. This motion was cafried by 68 to 89 votes. 

As a result of tbe cuts made by the Swarajists the whole demand of 
Bs* T>70,47>000 was reduced. by Bs. 3>56,146. 

Shortly before tbe Council adjourned the motion for the refusal 
of the entire demacd came up for consideration. There was i.o 

•discussion aid no speeches were made. Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarhar 
aimply moved the resolution and Sir Hugh Stephenfon merely said he 
opposed the motion, which was put to the vote and dedared to be lost. 

On a division being taken it was fctiid that 60 voted for ai:d 63 

against it. Thirteen members were either absent or abstained from 
voting. The anhouuoeineiiit of the result was received with loud and 
prolonged cheers from the Government benches. Later on some younger 
Swarajists joined in the demonstration saying: **LetUB make fun out 
of it.’’ Sir Hugh Stephenson next moved that the original motion as 
amended by tbe Council be granted and it was carried. 

The Council then adjounied. 

On March 27th. the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council were 
ccmpaiatively dull. There was no demopstration, no passage-at-arms. 
no lively speeches. 

Ports and Pilotage 

In the 6TBt item the Swanyists were suocesdul when they moved 
a resolution refusing the entire demand of Bs. 5,54,000 made by the 
Hon. Mr. J. Donald for expenditure under the head Ports and Pilotage. 

A division was taken and the Government lost for one vote, 06 
voting for the refusal of the demand and 55 for the demand. 

Miuisters* Position 

Before the proceedings commenced, I^ulvi Mahomed 5'urul Hu«i 
Chaudhuri ^raised a constitutional point the shape of a question 
enquiring into tbe present position of the created by the refusal 

of their pay. He also wanted to know whether the MinisterB had 
resiled their posts. The President said it was not a matter for the ^ 

Comaoll bttt entirely a maitter for his Exoelleney the Governor and he 
had no infoimation to give^ 

' tW Swarajisfo.^^^^d^^^^ the nes^ demand of Bs. 21.^9 

made by the Hon. Fiwd^jl ISluq for e^ 

Ihe head ficientifio BepaitfoeLts. 
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Up® Mbnlvi A, K. Farinil Huq uejct moved tliat Re. li1S«9B,000 
be fof oxpenditare ondbr the koul *fiduotiiaoii\ On tUe demniid 

tben» wero^ eUd^-four molutione for reduction or refoeal. The fimf 
few reecdutioiie i» roferonoe to the* grant for European eduoatioti were 
moved and speedbee were made in an almost empty Houae but ap* 
parently too Mrioue attempt was made to have those resolutions carried. 
On the first motion a division was ei^ for with the result that it 
was defeated by 12 votes* and no division was demanded as regards 
the other resolutions. In all ten resolutioiis on the Education demand 
were moved and in one ^ only the Swan^ists succeeded in refusing a 
demand for Bs. 99,000 for '"other giunts” to nonKJovernment primary sohools 
for Euiopeans and Anglo-Indians. €h>vt. could not explain what these 
‘‘qthor grants" were, and there was much merriment in the House at their 
discomfiture. 

On March 26th. the Budget discussion was resumed. There was 
practically no obstruction and three demands made by the Ministers 
were granted without a division. 

The proceedings began with the discussion of the remaining 24 rcsolu- 
ti(»u 8 on the Education grant of which only one was moved and the 
others were withdrawn. The Swandists sucoeeded in making a cut of 

6,85,400 in the original demand of Rs. 1,15,95,000 and the demand 
amended was carried without opposition, the motion for refusal of the 
whole giant being withdrawn. The tadiiction of Rs. 6,85,400 was moved by 
Mr. Manmohon Neogy under the head "Inspection of Schools' for which 
Rs. 7,46,900 was demand. Mr. Huq admitted that the inspection work 
rould be done at a considerable less cost. Mr* Neogy 's motion was carried 
hy 57 to 51 votes. 

The Council next discussed the demand made by the Hon. Mr. Fasinil 
Huq of Rs. 47,18,000 for expenditure under the head Medical." 
There were 67 resokitions on this demand of <whioh only two 
were moved. In the first motion the Swarajists succeeded in making 
H reduction of Rs. 5,88,000 in the eiitii'C demand by a malority of t vote, 
ill the second motion in which they asked for a reduction of one rupee, 
the policy of Government was criticised but in the end nobody voted for it. 

The next demand made by the Hon. Mr. A. K. Gbuznavi was in 
respect of Public Health and a sum of Rs. 27,61,000 was granted 
without opposition, Swaraiists taking no part. 

The ^ricultursl grant for Rs. 17,10,000 was made by the Hon. 
Minister in charge of that department and the discussion on this demand 
van not eonelttdod when the Council adionrned. 

On March 29tk. there was not much discussion when supplementary 
^tiiuat^ of the Gkrvt. of Bengal came up for the approval of the Council. 
The estimates were placed before the (^uncil in the form of demands for 
mat Iq all ten demands for giant were made, five of which amounting 
p Rs. 8,07,000 were refused by the Nationalists infiioting defeats on the 
and die remaining five amounting to Rs. 1,11 ,85,000 were 
withoat oppoaitioD. 

The demuds nfoMd were io respect of the following heads:— 
^ *>i000 for staaips, Bs. 10.000 for the Governor’s saloon. Rs. 90.000 
w the Bdttggo^ pdke atetion. Rs. 78,000 for the British Empire Exhibi- 
”•1 and Bs. 1,02.000 for excess expenditure in England. 

84 
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Ot) March 26th, after tao day’s debate on the demaiid of 

1,70,47X00 for exi)erd5turc uidcr the head “ Police,’* the diacusaioii on 
XI oiioiiS for i eductions ai:d refusal came to a cicse. On this debate the 
,^'aaiaiists aeie rot as successful as they expected ai:d bad more defeat 
than victoiies, ard the last attempt to thiow out the eiitire demand 
proved abortive. 

Ihc Council be^iaii by rceumiig the adjourned discussion on the 
loJicc dfnaid. 'iheic vcie 89 motiof s for reduction or refusal, of 
vhich only ten ucio moved aid Iho otheis were withdraam. On the 
tiist three motions for icductlon the Suarigists were successful after 
which the seules were turned and the Govcri.ment liccame successful 
in almost all the remaining motiors except one. This motion referred 
to the refusal ot a grant of Rs. 1,00, COO for iron cots and mosquito 
( ui tains for ]»oliccmen. This motion was carried by 68 to 89 Vote,-*. 
Ah a result of the cuts made by the Hwarajists the whole demand of 
Rs. 1,70.47,000 was reduced by Rs. 8,56,145. 

Shoitly before the Council adjourned the motion for the refusal 
of the entire demand came up for ronsidciation. There was p* 
fliscusHiou mil lo speeches were made. Rabu Ilemanta Kumar Sarhar 
liimply moved the resoluliou and Sir Hugh Stephenioii merely said he 
Hqosfd the motion, which was put to the vote and declared to be lost. 
On a divisiMi being taken it was fcuid that 60 voted for and f>3 
iifainst it. Thiitcen members were either a1«ieiit or abstained from 
voting. The aiinouiioemeiit of the result was received with loud af:d 
pnilongcd cheerK from the Govonjment benches. I^ater on some younjiC! 
Swarajists joined in the demonstration saying : ** Let us make fun utit 
cf it." Sir Ungh Stc])hcii8oii next moved that the original motion 
amended by the Council bo granted and it w^as carried. 

T’ho Council thou adjourned. 

On March 27th. the proceedings of the Bengal Ijegislativo Council were 
f‘< mpalati^cly dull. There was ];o demomtiation, no pafsage~at-aiin>. 
i;(> lively speeches. 

Ports and Pilotage 

In the first ikm the Swarajists wore suoicssful when they move I 
A iTHolution refusing the entire demand of Rs. 5,54,000 made by tiic 
Jfon. Mr. fh Donald for expenditure under the head Ports and Pilotiuc. 

A division was taken and the Government lost by one vote. 
viting for the refusal of the demand and 55 for the demand. 

Ministers’ Position 

Before the proceedings commenced, Maiilvi Mahomed >‘urui lit'*! 
("haudhuri laised a constitutional point in the shape of a question 
etHiuiring into the present ixisition of the Ministers created by the refinsal 
of their pay. He also wanted to know whether the Ministers Inil 
resigned their (Kists, The President said it was not a matter for tlic 
Council but entirely a matter for his Excellency the Governor and ht' 
had no information to give. 

Demands under Education 

The Sw^arajists did not oppose the next demand of Rs. 21,000 
made by the Hoii. Maulvi A. K. Fax]*ul Huq for exiienditure undei 
the head Scientific Depaitmei.ts. 
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The Hcm* Mauivi A. K. Fa«l-ul Hw«| next moved that Ks. 1,15,95.000 
(minted for exiMiwlitiir© under held *KduiMt.ion\ On thie denuiiK! 
there were eighty- four resohitions for reduction or refusal. The 5ref 
few resolutions in reference to the grant for Hiiro|>ean education wei^ 
moved and speeches were made in an almost empty Hmise but at> 
pirently no serious attempt was made to have those resolutions carHe<l. 
On the first motion a division was called for with the result that it 
was defeated by 12 votes, and im> di visum was denmnded as repinls 
the other resolutions. In all ten rt^siilutions on the Fxlucatioti demand 
^verc niove<l and in one only the Swarajists sucooeded in refusing a 
fif'iimnd for Rs. 99,000 for ‘‘other grants*' to norKlovornmcnt primary scluxti.s 
»i»r Kuiopcans and Anglo* Indians, (lovt. couM not explain what these 

other grants'' wore, and there Wiis much merriment in the House at their 
discomfiture. 

On March 28th. the Budget discussion wa^i resumed. There wfis 

Via«tically no ol»t ruction and three demands nwuie b> the Ministers 
v\cro granted without a division. 

The proceedings l.>egan with the discussion of the remaining 24 I'csolu 
tiMiis on the hkiucation grant of which only one was moved and the 
iiThcisj were withdrawn. The Swarajists succoodeil in making a cut 4)f 
l;<. f). 35, 400 in the original demaiid of Rs. 1,15,95,000 and the denmrid 
amended wa.s earned without opiK>sitioii. the motion for refusal «il the 
vhulc grant being withdrawn. The reduction of K.s. 0,35,400 was moved by 
Ml. Manmohoii Xeogy under the bc:id ‘fimpcction of Schools’ for which 

I\V. 7,40.000 was demand. Mr. Ifiui admitted that (he inspection work 
••' uld bo done at a considerable le.ss cn.st. Mr. Neogy s motion was carritxl 
>•> 57 to 51 votes. 

The Council next discus-scd the demand made by the Hon. Mr Fazl ul 
lln^j of Rs. 47,18,000 for expenditure under the hcjul “ Medical." 

I here were 67 resolution.s on thi.s demand of which only t wo 
vk'.ic moved. In the first motion the Swarajists succoedoil in making 

H icduction of Rs. 5,88,000 in the entire demand by a majority nf 1 vote 

b the second motion in which they ivsked for a reduction of one rupee. 
th» jKilicy of Goveinnieiit was criticised but in the end nolvody voted b»r if. 
The next demand made l»y the Hon. Mr. A. K. (ihuzmivi wjw in 
of Public Health and a sum of Rs. 27. til. 000 was gi-antotl 
without op|H>8itioni Swaraiists taking no part. 

The Agricuituml gmiit for Hs. 17,10,000 was ina^lo by the Hon. 
Minister in charge of that depaitnieiit and the di.scussion on this demand 
"as not oonclud^ when the Council adioiirned. 

On March 29th. there was not much discussion when supplementary 
estimates of the Govt, of Bengal came up for the approval of the Council. 
Ihc estimates were placed liefore the Council in the form of doinand.s for 
*i int. In all ten demands for gmnt were made, five of which amoiuiting 
b*H. 8,07,000 were refused by the Nationalists inflicting defeats on the 
<*»>vt. and the remaining five amounting to Rs. I,n,35/KK) were 
'-ranted without opposition. 

The demands refused were in respect of the following lieaijs : — 
32,000 for stamps, Rs. 10,000 for the Governor » salo^m, Rs. 30,000 
h/i the BaUygunge police station. Rs. 73,000 for the British £m|>ire Kxhibi* 
and Rs. 1,62,000 for excess ex|)cnditurc in KngliiiKl. 

54 
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'Fhe demands granted consisted of Bs. 60»000 for excess expeiKli> 
ture over the major head* Ba. 8>39,000 for Bevenue expenditure, 
Bb. 29»000 for Inigation, Embankment and Drainage works, Rs. 2,25,000 
for the eradication of the Water Hyacinth and Bs. 1,65,000 for erpendi* 
ture in cotinection with the Mymensingh partition works. 

The only item on which there was some discussion was in respect 
of a demand for Bs. 10,000 for the construction of two broad'gavige 
saloons for His Excellency the Govcnior. iSir Hugh Stephenson pointed 
out that this sum was re<|uired for necessary alterations in the old 
saloons which were very uncomfortable. In opposing the demands Mr. 
Akhil (Chandra Dutt said ho was surprised how His Excellency would 
accept this money from the unwilling (loople. Ho failed to understand 
why u saloon was necossary for the Governor of a province while the 
Vrime Minister and Mr. Gandhi c#>uld travel third class. Babu Hemanta 
Kumar Siirkar observed that this demand showed the criminal disregard 
for properly utilising the public money and asked : could anybody blaino 
those who liked to call this Government Satanic? This demand was 
refused by a majority of four votes, namely by 58 to 54. 

Governors Unconstitutional Action 

On MABCH 31st a singular thing happened. The Governor invited 
all (lOvornTnent meiidicrs and their HupvK)rtei*H, some 50 in all, mainly 
U) rally the Moslem members, at a conference in Government House 
whore a oJosod-dooj- consultation was held. What transpired in tliaf 
confcreiico is not known. NNhethor the Governor held forth promising 
rewards or threats, or whether plans wore concocted U) lireak up the 
Swarajist paity by winning over its Moslem adherents, subsoijuent events 
clearly proved that the personal influence of the Governor was exerted 
to its full extent to save the Council from the Sw'amjist onslaught. 
'I'he effect of this unconventional action of IjOitI Lyttoii w'as quickly scon. 

Next day, Al’BlL 1st, amidst iKiiaterous shouting from the "opposite 
luMjclioa, the Swarajists and Nationalists loft the llouso in the midst <>i’ 
a heated debate while the demand for a grant for expenditure under 
the head “Industries’* was l>ciiig discussed. Aft^r they had left, the 
rest of the demands for gmnt«, ten in numl>cr, with 214 motions for 
reduction or refusal, wore tpiickly passed, unopiioscd and without speeches, 
in about a tiuaiter of an hour. 

From the boginuing of the discussion on this day the Swarajists 
and the Nationalists questi* nod the unconstitutional character of the 
procedure adopted by His Excellency the Governor in holding a coir 
fiM'eiicc to which only a certain section of the members of the Council 
were invited to discuss certain mattei-s arising out of the refusal of 
some of the demaiuls. This question was again and again raisc<l 
ill the course of the pi'ocecdiiigs, and culminated in the refusid of the 
Swarajists and the Nationalists to take jiait in the discussion, the 
Euro|ioan and pixi'Govcrniiicnt Moslem members shouting at the top 
their voice. 

On the iTsumptioii of the debate on Agricultui'al grant, Mr. S. C. 
Mittcr moved that a demand of 9 lakhs under that howl be re£usc<l. 
Mr, {now Sir) 1\ C. Mittor, refcn'cd to an amiounoemont made in the 
l^apors as regards the proposed dismissal of a large number of Govonr 
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ment sermnte in con^queiice of fhc refusul of some ilem&iKli, *uh1 
Hue«tioncd tibe constitutional character of the i>roi>08aK In his oinnion 
the constitution made ample salei^uarda against a contingency like that, 
and ho said that His Excellency had power to take over those deimrtiucnts 
and bring in a supplementary budget. Here the President interrupted 
him hut Mr. Mitter continued and said that if the Clovt. dismissed men 
like tlmt* he would vote ^inst them. Mr. Farlni) Hu«| |)oiiited out 
that it ^vas an uuauthorisetl statement in the iiewspa}H)rs aiul not 
;i CTOvorument communique, and ho said that the whole question was 
l»cing considered by His Excellency, but ho could not disclose what course 
of action the Governor would take. When the motion was put to vote 
Mr. Mitter and Mr. Khaitan who harl all along l«en voting on the 
side of the Government votc<l with the 8 wanyists. 

8 warHji.st Pmtest 

The division on thq^ motion resulted in a Government victory by 
three votes. Mr. Das exantined the voting list and found some moml>ers 
of his party had voted with the Government and in tlio subscipmut 
flolate he announced in the House that the voting had been iiiHuenced 
by the ]*rcviou» night’s conference at Government House. 

Industries Grant. 

The Hon. Mr. Gnjnavi then moved for the Industries grant. Mr. 
Nurul Huq moved for a refusal, and then followed a long pissage at 
'vith the President and the Bwamjists as given below. Mr. Suhrawardy. 
Dr. I’romotho Baiineiji, Mr. A. C. Bannoiji, and a number of 

other Swanijihts ar.d Nationalist mem 1 )ers, on a point of onlor. intcrpel- 
Inter] the President as to whether they could refer to the fujtion 
taken by his Excellency while “the spirit of roiistitutionaliHin wa.>» 

m.rler diaonssioii.*’ Interrupting Mr. Nurul Huq the President sairl. — 
Vow iiif liow ieti(H.’tiiig on the coiaiuet of Ui.i. KxtTilehey. Vou an' nor niiilli*! 

M. Huii if Kxivllriicy «ImI not i.nke part in party polities, I iln lot 
wly Hir Kxceilciiey slum « I si>k a entaiii si'Otioti of iln- Hou^e n »<l 
il.«tn alout the e4ai^t)tutil’l)a! piaelirv, 1 ron!4l have uin!erst,u.nl if iii..tt\u) «.t 

li'i i.j: etrtain nieinUi>— if tlir Wjnlcr ol niy \iaity wa^ Ui^k^d to go iini hn\r 

•' -'e -r-n with him uiul, on the f)thtr the Inkier or leailetr. <»f tla* Mtlier pa;t.\ 

:i'ki(l t(» go aiiii have disrai^Hion with Hi»* y — I tltro have 

that His Kxerlleiiey aetol 4*.*iititut ioiial* v. 

1 he 1'riT‘iileiit Thai is lerteetion, you imi't v. itluiiaw, W* iu»-t fo-a? JI;-< 
K.xe-)iency witti reh|»cct in the V’ouiicii. 

tiu. H. N. I’houUhury Are wc pireliulril fiom making Me*i* it iiiaik that. hue!i 
aiiii ^v»e^ act oils of His KxceUcuey air uiie.oioi,Mn iomi5 

'li i rres Uent The lulr is ilelinitr. wlii i* >peakitiv. nni"* not ir(l« ri 

* u tf.r coiatuct of His Excellriiey the UovriTior.ririuMal stul OoviTnur* t»i ti <'<nnt 
oi .lusl.i tr. 

M?. M, .Sen Gupta :—E veil if His Kxee.’ei.ev aet» against the » 

Ike Insident: — Thai is not n mailer for ih«- t'ouneil, 

'•ir. < . 11, Das :->!« there no lUrtirction tjrtv.wn th,- |M Tw>naI eomluet aiwi thr 
••’I sMiuttMiAl cotunxi of the Uovenior?— Is this pin iisl*,! frum <l:.*eu»siri^ 

‘iV* .-! li iii, a^ to wliether certain steps taken hy H> Kswlietioy ate or aie not within 
limit of (Tonstitution/ 

Ti>: I rchuJent Tills is a po nt <»f vriy gma liiffieulty iruf'nsl. Hu? I tin*! 
in the lu.'es which limits the fjuestion of eoiu'uet ami I am afraid tie- ru!*- 
general in its temw that it exelmlts any roinho't nf Hi** Kx-el rmy, 
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’8 BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COLNCIL 

Boigterottfi ShoQtn. 

Mr. U. Wt? rau»t oWy your rulint; but, it uail.*r tbiMc circuni 

MftiiccN, it U goiu^ on b«(;aui«(.> tlm who e pomt of view that we <le«ire to preserr 

in tliai the vriting of to-itay liaB b.vn influoriceil by laat evenirigfE couferenc:. 

anil iiiMiittenr cries of “No*’ from the Kuropean au<l Inilian supporter .1 
fJovemmeni). 

Mr. (*. K. Dan ; — A thousand times Yes. 

Tltere was again pio'onged cries of “ No So** and hliouting from tne other Ki*i- 
anil tltere was much commotion in the House. At this stage Mr. Sen (Jupta p 
c!aini*^<l ; ** We can shout the loudest of all” aiul the shouting <M>ntinnr?tC 

Bahu Akhil rhuiuler Dutt What is the mf^ning of this shobting. Mr. Da** 
in pOHsesHion of t he House. 4 'an they shout ? 

A Swarajist mcnilier Are they dackals t 

Mr. U. Has -.—This Hhouting indicates to my mind most clearly that the vot u- 
of timlay has !:>«?» intlueiiccd by last night’s conference. 

Again tiirre was confusing shoutK of “ no, no” from tfic opposite henclu^. 

With Mr. C. H J)a8 all the memlierH of the Nationalist party then loit 
the Chamlior in a Ixxly while the European members kept on shouting 
at their loudest, the President unable to control them. 

When oixlor was rest^irod the President put the rcBohitioii refusinu 
the demand to vote arul it was negatived by the combined strength of the 
(loverninont officials, Europeans and a few elected and nominated nicm 
Imrs. The soliUirv voice of Mr. 8. C. Bose (Buitlwan), the only 
Nationalist memlior present, cried out *‘Aye’\ 

The UcfK'ucil licmaiidH. 

The following demands for grant were then put without any spcc» h 
and were hurriedly carried unopposed. 

A demand of Its, 4,05,000 under tin* head “.\f iHCcDaiietmh Hrparimcui” 
hy the Hon. Mr. .1. Ihmald. 

A demand of Us. «:i,H4,000 under the head “Hivil Works” iiioviiil by the H-.u 
Mr. Hhuxiiavi. 

A demand of Its. 50,000 under the lu^l “Famine Belief ami Insurance” m..\,^i 
by the Hon Mr. J. Honald. 

A demand of U«. 4H,««,000 under the hem) “Su|H*raimuai,ion Allowance ;m.i 
reiisons,” inoviHl by the Hon, Mr. .1. Honald. 

A demand of Ks. 20,03,000 under t he hmd “Statioruiry and I'rintin*'” moved bv Vf 
Hoii. Mr. J. Honald. 

A demand of Us. 3,ri2,000 under the heml •‘Miscellaneous/* iiiovlnI by the Hoii, .Mi. 
.1. HotiaM. 

A demand ol Us. 12,000 niuler the hc.ad “Misi'ellann’Us Adiuiittiients” moved bv H";;. 
Mr. .), Honald. 

.\ deniand of Us. 20,000 under the head “Construction of Irrigation, Navigation um 
H raiiuigr W^orks," movt**! by the Hon, Maharaja of Uurdw'an. 

AdemamlofKs. S,73,000 under the licmi “Kaficnditure in Kuglaud” movoil by 
Hon. Mr, Donald. 

A dimiand of Us. 9,50,000 under the hcml “Ismiis and Advances” moveil bv < - 
lion. Mr. J, Donald. 

After all the demanda had been granted, the President said 

"The House stands prorogued until such date as a-ill be iiotifi.'l 
hereafter. 

The CH>uticiI stood then prorogued. 
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Governor** Certification. 

H. £. Govtnior of Boogol finolly corlifiod tlio rojoclod biidtol 

graoU by • oMBittoiquo iMUod on Aptii Ulb. litoyt: — 

In the which hait just c!os«>iI the lj‘(;i«!'attvc ('ouuoil n jirttHl »;i ihf 

; ijeiiiaiids for “ lieecrvetr* hubjrcts^ with tlic exct'ptiou ilu* ilrmaml for ih.» 

I'M ICC Depart m. *111 anti some mi8cel)anct>u8 items on the last day of the The 

jrcteit it-.*ms fall into three categories: — 

Thf first category iiicluiles the cases where a demand was n^jeoted ;>r /ofo iioi on i*s 
or out of any regartl for economy or f«»r th- |Hdicy of th»" iv^iaiitncm conoenu'i!, 
;,uf ii) pursuit t»f a general po.icy of rejecring .is niuch of the Iludger hk |m(*hilile 
.* protest agiijuat the present form of constitution and ihr refusai of the .S’creiary of 
to piornitc an ear^y amendment of it. In tins categoiy must U* p'ucetl iIm* 
.jeetol demaiulR for I^and Jlevcmie, Stam|»s, Kori'sts, Solmlind" Tax***, Irrigation, Ad 
fuinistrution of Justice*, .fails, and Ports atul Pi'otage. 

No one who voieil for the rcjc'Ctkm of them* itvin^ can Imve CMUtmiplateil dis- 
0 * using with the <lr|>artnieuts iuvolveil and, as the merits r.| pfirt cuhu items in the 
j.r:iiirs wcie not ilibCUssi.ti, H is Kxcellcney the Governor lias no alteriraiive hut to lestoro 
:i,c fu'i amounts in each case. One cxci'prion only has Is'en mii4le ti> the ctnlti«ition 
! the amounts includril in this category, ruder th»- heading «if “Navigation Kndiaiik' 
riidit and Drainage Works tiiiauc 'd fioiri ordinary n veiiueH, was an item •>! Its. f>,00,t»Ui> 
aIuco iTpicscnieil the couiribuiion that the thivrrnniMii luul agiv'e.l i«» make to tin* 

' oi (Mirat ioii of t'aicutta towaids tie com of the Hulyadhari spill reN'ivuir. Tit s 
• .'liHihutioti w*HH promis4'«l on comlition that the aiiKAint w':i.k voted hy the l^egihlati\e 
..uiieil, Tbo coiulit ion not having Iji'en fn!tii!e»l ilie tiuveninu id is unah e to make tIoh 
. ’orihutiou. 

P(»lice iieniH Uest<»rei!. 

J oe sei’ond category contains jrtvrticu'ar items of n depari mental demand vvliieh wein 
' rejM’teil as part of a genei'ul p«»licv of obstruct it>n. In this category iimsi he placed 

f iteiij.8 in tin* police budget. Two of thcntr were refuseti and tliethirti »’tw down t>y 

fiuui a had’ in accordance with the genera’ policy of opposing the whole budget or 
Ii the alternative of crip|»liug ilic ilepart mem by the udnsa' of essentia! supplies, ‘rhey 
.-re .—(1) A sum of lls. 1 lakli out of a totai of V»s l,'.t7,&0tt tt>r Superintendents, 
I'jf a sum of Us. 1,56,200 for the pay of Su|K-riiiieiidrnth : (ii) a i^uiii of lIs. I(t,k0(> for 
.e pay .if AHsistant Super jtiteiuleiits. 

Tiics<* three items have Ixru restoretl as, in the opinion of Ills Kxcelleriey, ihey 
o- .1 ] l^ec».'^sary to maintain the strength and eflicienev of the poli-e fotce at th-* 
e ibiuuin standard necessary for the s’if<*ty of the jnovinec. 

Tliird t ategory. 

The third category coiitains a few in'iiis whieli were ii’j«M*ted on giound> either ot 
' ‘iioniv, ivnenehiiKiii or policy, Tiiey were; — (I) A sum of in the lhpart> 

’ . Ill ol Kdueatiuri (resTVed) for certain Kuropean primary >ch*siji-. The posit ioii ei cate. f 
v this cut is lieiiig examined by the l>ire<'tor of ruli.jc Instruct i.fii and, isieijiig ile* 
r« |a»rt, Hi» Kxcelleuey caniioi say whether or not it wiil be neerNHfivy Im 
■ ui »•> fistore this sum. The. matter is complicatcti and .nvn ves -..iiiie « oi if «|sindem*.* 

‘ 'i‘ «ite Ac<*<iuntaiii<General. 

Government Ibai.-s-. 

i'J) A Slim of Us, 80,0tK» niuler the hwiil of ‘MJ.meia! Administration .n rev|Ki f. 

’■ Ui - renewal of furniture ami carfK-ts in (lovcniraeiif H«*usr. This itmi in the budget. 
d’l"‘a»s 10 have liri*n miHundcrstcHMl by the Legislative Council, A ii*e.l percentage of 
■"'•Ii half on the block value of furniture in itovermncni house is a'hittr.1 .'miuiai y 
li'H- orders of the S«.»crrlary of Niale for the upkeep ol the furniture. Oui o| tin.* 

If ha’f jKjr ci.*nt,, two half |a;r cent, is H|M’nt aiuiua'ly on repairs arnl renewals, 
D' mriainiug 5 per cent, is accumu'atrd during the term ol oflb'e of a tiovenwii 
-Old IS p’a<.*jfd at the diaiKiml of hi« surcesHor in the form of a lump gmnt to let 
jp'iit by him on rrnewaU at any time •luring his term of oHice, Tins itm of 
rcprenentK the |K>rtion of this grant whieh it is fHopo^Ml to spend fins 
A® there i® no ailvantage but cf»nsiderabi<* im-onvenience in isiMporniig iho* 
'^{ ‘iKl.ture to next year the amount ha® betm restoasl. 

MotWjUito Nets 

b"*) A Kum of K**. 1,00,000 feu the piovibiuii of cot® and inosMWdo*m;t® for Met 






Braga) Mlidf/ Thii item waa iMerted m tlm Miaet aa a fartw 
toobey mavginated to mi wlikli waa 

year, af gradiial«y piorkUag beaKby i^aipli^ accmaaiodatlott Im amtoa^^ to aa^ 
fbaiiai aad moiratiaa agalM tuala^ epidctolcii liim aw to ; tto , tinig nin 
cheaper and far mow aaaitayy than woadm banto or hainboo 4»ta. Theae jha pto ^wto n u 
aw woaiwd far the health and not, aa waa aaaetted to the debate, for the comfort 
fd the police force* Keverthelm to Tiew of the atrong piondioe whkh tide demant 
baa eitaled Hia Eaoelieiusy doca not intend to oettSfy the amoitnl. 

(4) A anm of Ba a4,C0Q lor Deputy Bnperinteadenta to the Bengal PoUoe, Thit. 
Hem wil) not he watowd. . . 

15) A anm of 4KhB5 ont of a total of Ba* 1,65,8CQ for the pay of Inapeeim 
to the Calcntta Polioe. The rednetion was bawd on certain recommendationa of ihv 
licirtnehnieni Coumiitee ivbioh had been tolly examtoed by Oorernnwiit and foonl 
t<« have ariaen oitt of a miinnderataiidtog of the facts. Thta anm has been witoiie,i. 


Entopean ConatabieB 

(5) A aom of S6.040 being hall the pioviafon of Be, 55,560 for the pay of 
Enroiwan conatablea to the Dittriot Exeentive Force ; a anm of Be, t,5?^ ont ot 
the proviaion of Ba 60,54,518 nnder the bead Dletrict Exrcntive Force ; a anm nt 
Be. 67,000 ont of a total provision of Be. 1,57,(00 for the District Inteltigcnoe fttaff. 
Tlteee rednetione would aericnsly imnair the ifficiency of the police force and tlu^ 
amonnte liave therefore been lestoiecL 

(7) A ram of Ka. 60,000 ont of the provieion of Re. 1,46,0(0 for the Po'icr 
Training Bchoo*. The wdnctlon here was based on the Bi trenchment Committee's report. 
A anm of over Be. 1,50,000 has already been retnnchecl from the expenses of police 
training in the piovinoe and this farther wdneiion piopoeni was baaed largely on n 
uiiecalcttlation on tbc part of the Retrenchment Committee and cannot be given efb^ct 
to without aerionsiy affecting the uaefnlneea of the Bardab Traning Hchoo). Thr* 
amount lias therefore been restored, 

Bohool Inspectors 

' In the Bodgeis of ttw ** Transferred ” xiefatirntnii all the demands were vot^vl 
with tlie exception of two iUme in the Education and Medical Budget e. In the tir;4t 
cure the demand of Be. 7,46,000 under the head 8tE— Kducation—Qcncral, IneptxitorK* 
raiariev, was reduoivl by Be, 6,85,400. This demami oompriicd the pay of the follow Iul' 
officers ‘."-11 inepcctore and inepeotreaaes, 17 aasistant inppcctora aiui inspectresses, :i5o 
dbtriot and rab*tos|iectoiB and 07 other inapecting offioeis, and only Be, 1,11,500 iiae now 
iKen provideil by the Council for the payment of offioera of the Inepection Departmem. 

In the second case the whole of the demand of Ba, 6,66, COO under the bead 5rA 
Midical Ratabliahn rat waa rednoed by a majority of one. 

The effect of this vote was to refoae iwyment of all the membtra'of the Govriii- 
ment Medical Establlahmenl whose aalariesare votable, namely 15 civil surgeons, 6 civil 
HfiSiMam surgeons stationed to District Heaiiqoarteri, 8 sub-assistant surgeons laatioiud 
Sit district headquarters, 84 civil assistant surgeons stationed at sub-divisional head- 
quarters, 80 sub-assistant surgeons stationed at sab-diTteionaL Iwadquarters, 85 civs) 
assistant surgeons foimtog leave reserve, 55 sub-assistant surgeons forming leave reserve, 
one oom|)oonder and one dmser, ministerial and menial staff, one personal awistam 
to the Burge on-Oenera)y 85 clerks in the Surgeon-Generai's office, 15 menials attaclad 
10 the Hurgcon-Qeneral an<l his office, 56 clerks in civil smgeou's offices and 88 menial 
attached to civil surgeons and their offloe. 

The ftrst ol these two reductions waa probably dictaieil by a desire for ccouoniv 
and waa no doubt based on a lecommendation of the Retrenchment Committee. P 
limy the^ore he placed in the third category mentioned to connection with the 
wj^ion of demands for leaervoAaubieett, second rednetion however appears 
huto been diotated rather by a general poltof of rejecting the Budget and belong* 
thmere lo the second of the categories Move menlioiied. 

D, P. 1, to Report 

In dealing with the rejection of deiiianda for traasferreil subjects, the Qovenu^i, 
a* he explained to the Council of March 18. has no power to restore items that have lievu 
rejected even though he may disapprove of the action of the Council in rejecting th«^- 
In connection with transferred subjects the only power the Gov«or has to aut^nw 
expeikiiture is the general one oonferied by ploriso <B) of Bcotion 7SD (8) « 
Oovernment of India Act, ami this power can Only be exercised to oatos of eniWj 
gracy. Tlie rejection of the total demand for a Transfarreti Department wou f 
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t»Sf UPi^f ioK'-^^ . '. ,; 

la eipcadttofv woal I haiia w l>! aaMior^ «ir 

Iwt tbs itftstb! 0f tbe L^iiAtif^ OottiloU m yo:» chj» 

whom xhey r^pudod ta riirliitt<Uuit luiti whois «erfice« tH^y 

to aisp^w wtlh doet Wi otmo on emsri;oncj nml His Bxosileocv iins lu 
iiower to dspH^ ^e (Jonncil of ti*s|K>iulb!!i^ p n-s^d upon It bj Poriiamsat. 

Action is Winfbre bjiiig tob^n to cirty out the deoHlon o! the Coanct!. T io 
Uirector of Pnb^id InitnieeioQ hot bm diroeloii to re-enoiiiini the reeom nenrlotions 
of the Betfsnebmont Committee rogonling tbe Inspectomtie mid to eS^ot «ii:^b roaoe. 
t ions os Witt bsing th i totoi cost of this ileportment within the Hmit imp Mini by mo 
l^nelotive ConnoiU In the maontime notice of dimhorge expiriim on Jnty si 
)»S4, wiU be tssned before the end of the carKnt month to a!l the oIRoers c^noarne l 
in acoontonce with the ntnol prscttcs in the oosc of retlaotiou of csiobU<hmem. 
When on ieoeipl of the leport of the Dlreotor^ Ptiblie ImOrnction^ the leconstitnUon of 
iiie Lnspxtorote hos b^n determined^ th'i no^icii given to thi ofh^srs whon it is 
ilroid d to retoiii will be concdled, 

Aa no proviskm wos mode by the L^gislotive C^ouneil for giving the notioe to 
which oiBcen ore entitled nnder ortio.ea 4S6 and H5i (B) of the Civil Bervice 
llegu lotions, o ropplementary demand will b* submitteil to the liegislotive Coanoi) at 
its next session for the payment of salaries to thes: oAcvts up to the expiry of 
the tieriod of notice. 

llGitieol (' 0 <lre. 


With regard to the rednotion in the Meilical Budget | action is beli^ token on 
iiimiiar lines bot the position is more oompiicatoil as in onler to give efl^ to tiiii 
v>)tc it will be ueoenory to reduce the tout co^lro of civil surgeous, osaistont 
^urgi'ous and sob-assistant surgeons by* the number for wiiich provision was ma<io 
iu the rejected demand, amt it is impossible at once to say which individuals should 
h: i^i’ecUd in making such a reduction. The memberti of this cadre ai^ emp oy^l 
m connexion with nerved subj^.*cts such as Jails, Administration of Justice and 
ro iee. The work of the Imliau SCedical Scirvico officers whose salarips are non- 
\otab:e wou'd also be aflet^tecL fu some respects therefore this vote of tlie t'ouneil 
jnsy he foutkl to have created an emergency in which His Kxoelleney may h.« 
•Ji'iged to 6 X 01*0186 the power conferred by proviso (B) of section 7:1 1> (2; in resfiecr. 
of the salaries of certain officc^rs. 

The whole position is being careful ’.y examined in consu iatioii with the Hurgeoiio 
itf*nenii and, in orrier to give effect as far as may prove to be itecei<sary to th.t 
.It-ciKivoi of the Council, notes of discharge will b? given as in the caw; of the 
h<iu*uition Inspectorate to the offic;rs whosj salari-» are covered by the \o:t, 

Gcncntl Administration, 

The rejection by the Council of the demand umler the heml of ‘^Ocneriil 
A«itniinstration‘* lias to be dealt with separate^, because though the dimiaml was 
riia(i<> by the Hon. Member in Charge of a Heserved <lefuiriTnt$nt, it a so iite’iititvl 
tiir cotit of the stforeuriat of tlie Transferreil department. In so f«r as the vote of 
Coaiicil affeoteil the Heserved subjects, it belongs to the ftrst category above 
iii'Htioiied ami the amount wid b« I’ostorwl by His Kxce.'^ency. 

In the case of the secretariat of transferred departments an emergency has 
necessitating recourse to the fjower conferred by pri;viso (B) Section 7i H (Ji, 
Section 46 A (I) (I)) of the Oovemmeut of Imlio Act ami the Rules mmlc thenr- 
uiuler provide for the transfer of o:!rtain subjects to tlw administration of the Oover- 
acting with Mlnistersw The Administralion of such transferred subjects tusscs. 
siuites the appointment and payment of a civil secretariate. By the votes of the 
l^’gi^'ative Coancil on Match 21, 1224, the provision for the payment of this Heoic* 
tariat was rejected, although by other votes provision was mmle for the coittiatiaiioe 
the 4ie|Miitm«iits which it administers. ITtiless fumls are providwt for the coull- 
nuaiK’e of this seeietariat it would he impossible in any way to carry on the adminls- 
tiation of the transferred sub jecta 

^ His Excellency hat theiefote authorised as a case of cmeigcncy the expenditure of 
2,70,000 which ia in his opiniou necessary for the carrying ou of ibccivill secretariat 
^hosc tkpsrtmmits Which adninister transferred subjects. 

Ministers* l^lariea 

On Mareit 24 the Legislative Couucit also rejected i#y one vote the demaml 
f‘»r the payment of salaries to Hinisteix and the situation thus create<l rcmaliis to 
i with. The Hon. Ministert <lo not rrgatd this vote as er^ui valent ro a vote of 




on tltttiue!tei neoMiltstiiig tkefr teaigiintkm, niid Hit BnodlciEi^ 
it of opiaioii tbty ore in not to itgunling ibt nurtttf tteiiig tlit 

4U'iiin»ia ysu for the pny ol three MiniMert^ nni, though only two Mhiieieii were 
in office nt the thne» the lejiistion of the whole deawad lentet no piorieioii in the 
Hni'get for the poytneni ol nny Miniiter^ »im)» II it wm to he rrgutled m n vote 
of omffttre on piuticiilor indiYldiHi^S the oeneiue wonid equally tpirly to n thint 
Ifinitter who hod not yet hem amifented, and fnither that on Fetarnaiy SO a motion 
which wae eqnlYaleiit to a vote w oeiumre on the enJiting HinieUnwiemoecd in t hi 
MMDe Connoil atnl loti* 

Hit Esoelhmcy has accepted the view of the Ifinietert that the dedtiqn of ihr 
Cooneit on March t4 did not tieoeetari.y rcpiewnt the ooueidered opinion of 
Council either at regards the esistiitg Ministeis or as regard the appointment ot 
hiinistejs in gmeimi. His Kxceltency has given the most careful attention to th« 
ivnistitotloual position created by this rote of the Lrgisatm Council and hsstakt u 
legal mlvkH; as to his power of dea.ing uith ft. He has been advised that, in 
loueli as tlie Oovenunent of India Act requires the TranMerreil Hnh^ts to he administemi 
by Minisim and provides that Ministers may be |iaid a salary, be woa.d he Justiiieii 
ill retaining the services of his existing Ministers or appointing others to administir 
the Transferred Huby^ots and in authoiisiDg the payment to them of any salary up 
to the btatntoiy limit since, in the wends of the Act, a smaller salary has not Utn 
provided by the vole of the Legislative Council of the .rrovince. 

At the same time the Ministers expressnl their willingness if necessary to servi- 
in an honorary capacity. 

His ExctMiciicy is of opinion that, whether legal or not, It would be ags 
the spirit of the constitution exce^ as a purely tcmporaiy expedient, eitiier for 
Minliiers to w^rve in an t onorary capacity, or for him to authorise tlie paymtut 
tlicnt of salaries which have been lefuscd by the vote of the Legislative Council. It 
e«iua!!y ctontiary to the spirit of the constitution for the Uisis!ative Council to icfuiw* tin 
whote <if the salaries with the object ol preventing the appointment of Mimsters w hiel* 
is ciear'y conteinplated by the coustitntion. 

Mis Kxcelleiicy has therefoiw deokied that tlie pniper constitutional course woul«l 
be to resubmit the matter for the ooiistderatlou of the Legiaaiive Council at it^ 
next session and this course was recommended by the Hon. Ministers themtie!v«>i>. 
ills Kxcenency has discussed the matter fully with his Ministers in the ligtit ot 
U’gal fipinimts he has receivtHl and has pressed them to remain in office for thv 
pieurnt. In onier to nminiuiii the constitution thty have ccim^ntiil to oontinor itt 
the tli^charge of their tluties until at its next session the Ijigislative Council shsii 
have had a further op|*ortttnity of voting thdr mlarirs. His Kxceilcncy will acoordingo 
aiiatigr tliat a supplementary demand for the payment of the salaries of Miuistei> 
lor the current y«ar shall ho placed liefon* the Legislative Couneil at its nex' 

1 eesioti. 


if.— H remaiiig to be noted in thie oonBection that* the * Miuiiters ' 
halariet teas sought to l»e demat^ded in the July session of the Council. 
How that eidcd in a fiasco lesulting in innovations in the constitution, 
aid how the Goveri.nient was baulked by the Calcutta High Coutt. 
ate anatteis which are reserved for the next usue of this Quarterly* 






PftttSIDSirr:' 

TIM H. Ai CftiidB, c.8.1. 

Bs«OnnGio Hamm k MivmaiA 


The lUjfttatd, FImuim 

a. fl. fiaite Baadat Slagb, 
Xajttiblai Bat. Meailwr. 

,, IC B. Xian BuM-Hnaata. 

&. B. lA, Ohaadbffi Lai Ohaad^ 

OmciaBa—NoiiWATao 
a. Tjdomaa, Dlmlor at Fab. laatraotloa. 
Bo/d. Mf. D. J.. Hmm SaofalafT. 
CoUitteam. Mr, «f., Lefal Bemombraaoar 
Md Seoiatafj, LegltlaUfa Depanaaal. 
Oraik, Xr. H. 0.» Obial Baeretaty. 

FuTitatt Lt. Ool., Dlieolor of Pablio Health. 
Olbion. Ur. A. J. Chief OoBeer?ator of 
FoTwtf, Poaiab. 

H-*ard, Ooloaal R., laepaotor^Oanaral of 
CifU HMpitala, Paajab. 

Irtiag, Mr. Milea, Saoiatarj, Pinanos Dept 
King. Mr. C. H.. Fiaaaolal CommiMiooef 
and Beoreur/, Bivanae Dept. 

UtiA, Mr. A.> Sioratar/, Traoetorred Dept 
^Qgeter. Mr. W. P.» Chief Eagloaer. 

Mr R. A., Director of fodaiirlec. 


lblllatQa» H. Piaaaaial OoBi«iailaaar« 
NoK-OrficiAta^HoMTaaTiD 
Ajab Khaai Hoaaruj Captaia. 
tevldtoa» Lieat-Ool. D. M.» (Battfadl. 
Qopat Dae Bhaadarl» Ral Babadar, Sir» Rt 
Jawahir Biagh, Sardav Bahadat, Bardar. 
Maja Daa, Hr. 'Erneat 
HeMi Bhah. Khaa Babadar, 8a/ad. 

Ooaii» Dr, C. A, 

BLaoTai> 

Abdat Acie. Miao. 

Abdal Qadir, Rhaa Babadaff Shaikh. 

Altai Haq, Obaadhrl. 

AH Akbar. Chaadhtl. 

Bakhta war Btogb, Sardar. Baoke Hai» LaU. 
Bhagat Ram Baltada. Bodh Ha). Lala. 
Bata Slagb, Sardar. 

Ohhota Ram, Ral Sahib, Chaadhrl. 

Dhaa Slagh, Bardar. 

Dbaapat Bal, Ral Babadar, Ltla. 

Dhaa Raj Bbano, Oaptala. 

Diwao Chaad, Lala. 

Dali Cbaad, OhaadbrI. 
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Fate Hahammad, Shaikh. 

Ktrmaa All Khan, Bobedar- Major. 

Kazi all, Khaa Babadar, Chaaohri. 

Firoz Kban, Noon, Malik. 

Fitoe nd'Dia Kbaa, Raat. 

*>aDga Bam, Ral Sahib, Lala. 

*»tiiiUiD Mohammad, OhaodbrI. 

<iokiit Chaod Maiaag. 

Oraj, Mr. V. P. 

^orbukhih Biagh, Sardar. 

Hatbat Khaa, Daba, M. 

{i»f Cbaad Siagfa, Sardar. 

Huiaia Shah, Sa/ad. Jodh Slagh, Sardar. 
karan Babadar, Cboadhti. 

Ktitar 8ia|^, Chaodfavi. 

KbM UabMiMMi. Kbw, Wi^te, H*Uk. 
^•■>,.1 Stack. BMitar. 

Jlk'ibool Habmwd. X. Madtar Ati Attar. 
Mobaa Lola, 

Ui Bbalaagar, Lala. 

Rebtadat Staah Bardar. 

Robamtagd ^^llab Xhatt. Rhaa. 

ai^ Kto, Khaa Babadar, 

Sardar. 

RtUmaiad Ifaitf Shah, Mawab Ba^ad. 


Mohammad Kata Shah, Qilaai, Makb* 
domaada. 

Mohammad Saif Cllah Khaa, Kban. 
Mohammad Shad aIi Kbao, Cbaodhff* 
Mohammad Shah Nawai, Miaa* 

Mohiemmad Sharif, Mian. 

Capr. Mamtaa Mubammad, Kbao, Tiwaoii, 
Na}*b*o<J*Din Khaa, Cbaodhri. 

Naoak Coaod, PaodH, 

Maraia Biogb, Sardar. 

Nareadra Natri, Dlwaa Bahador, Htia. 
Kariojan Da*, Uiwao. 

Mihal Cbaad, Stkri, Lala. 

Kor Din, Cbaodhri. 

Partab Blagb, lamadar. 

Pohap Siagbi Rao. Ram Biagh, Chaodhrt 
Raadbir Biagh ^ PaMar, RalatwaU. 

Roebf Bam Sahoi, Lala. 

SaailoUah Khaa, Obaadhrl. 

Sahib Dad Khaa, Chaodhrl. 

Baagat Biagh, Bardar, RaUt. 

Bewak Bam, Ral Babadar, Lala. 
Babab*ad«Dm, Cbaodhri. 

Bbahadat Kbao Rat. Bfaam Lala, Lata» 
Blkaodar Ha/at Kbao, Lleat Baidar 
Tata Biogb, Sardar, 



Chief Events 


f Jan f4 

S 4aik 24 
tS K«l» 24 


SA Yth 24 

1 Mar 24 
S Mar 24 


A Mar 24 

10 Mar 24 

11 Mar 24 

18 Mar 24 
15 Mar 24 

17 Mar 24 

18 Mar 24 

90 Mar 24 
94 Mar 24 


Council Opened by H. B. the Onvemor. 

Hnpplementary Demands onder Bnoise refueerl— Demand uudi-r 
Forest, Bcglstiatiofi 4c General Admmistration amnt^Mt. 

Demanfls under Administration of Jnstioe and ialla ami Conricu 
Govt. Uesoltttion to amend the Punjab Oouita Act rejectetl.^ rit. u 
Cband't motion for eleetlon of members on AdviM^ry toinn. 
carried— Supplementary granta voted. 

S. .lodh Singh's adioumment motion on tlii> »h4Vrtii^ affairs at > , . 

rulefi out of order. 

BCDOET PUESEKTED. 

Mr. Mulid. Homain't resolution on Aericoltural in(kbti<(lm?s^ 

i'h. Aisal Hn<{*s resolution on Arms Act uusliticHtion pa-soj M 
Hodhraj's resolution on Bemoval <>f r.iquor Shops lost. 

OfBciat Bills referretl to Select Committee. 

Bernal motions lor rtfluciion under Und UevenuH discussoi A 
Demand onder General Administration ^jraiiNil on (iv»vt. 

ing 2fi per cent, reduction.— Mr. .Imlb SinghV mti mi fm ri‘*lotM i. ^ 
twivfifths in the Staff of Commissioner!* imsst'ti. 

Demarul under General Administration (Traiub rrt^B -«nd 'lust)(v> ' 
i>cljate on Akali Proseeution— Demami under .IsiU granteil sPei ^ 
tion— Demand under I'olico gFante<i. 

Ihmands uiuier Bciemifir Depaitn^^nrs ami K^iorur-oti iKut-}** 
Heierved) passeil 

Demand under Education (Translerred) passci %(un ill the n'>» o'- 
reduction w«e withdrawn oi Insr. 

Demands umler Medical and other H<si.is grunteii 
Mr, Irving’s motion for a loan of Ka 50 !akh» t . the i 

Durbar atui Sanlar MajHhia’s morion for s giant of R«. w>- 
to the Governor in Council passwi,— t Ol’SClI. PKOKihirKi? 



jab Legyadve G)unciL 


JANUARY SBSStOH 1924 

Tbe tnt tmAing ot the Pui^b UgiiUitiva Couticil tkiii yaar wm hakf 
oil WadfMidajri tho Sod Jmamty ai II a. the Hon. Mr. H. A. 
CASSON vremiBK* A Wge number of members attended, and the viti* 
tore' griieiT was full. The Swanviist members were seated together and 
bad a Uoek to themselves. Their Oandhi cops and white khadder dress 
attrieted a good deal of attentioii. The eleot^ members were divided 
into the fottowing grouper-^ 


SwMuiato 



•a. 

9 

Bindo Swaraksha 8ahha 

^ ea» 

■ a. 

6 

tf w*. 





Muslim t, 


... 

• *. 

94 

KhiUfttW. 



».. 

3 

Muslim lioaguers 


e»i 

• a. 

7 

Indspeiidetits 

«** 

e«« 


« 

S. G. P. C. men 


eife 

• *. 

U 



Total 

•a. 

Tl 


The prooeedings tiegati with the taking of the oath of atlegtatioe 
by the members, after which His Kxoellency the Clovernor addressed 
the Council. Some 26 Hindu and Sikh elected members at oiiee walked 
cur of the Cmincil Chamber and remained outside so long as the 
Covemor was there. This was done as a protest against the conitittition 
of the Ministiy. 

Supplementary Grants. 

After the Govcnior s address the Council met at 2 p. m. to disoiiss 
the supplementary demands for grants. 


The Hon. CHAUDHBI LAI. CHANl). Minister for Agriculture, 

fiiovcd for a supplementary grant in resiKtci of Esetse. The demand 

elicited a good deal of discussion. I^of. liUCHI BAM SAHNI 

i>h}eetcd that the members had not Imeit given sufficient time to 

ronsider the demands. Ho also referred to the deficit of i enures that 
had accrued during raceiit years, emi deprecated the grant of more 
money to excise officials by way of travelling allowance. He further 
urgefi that a compromise bad been arrived at tieiwccti the Govenirneiit 
and the Coundl at the time of the last budget deliate but the Qov^ 
criitnent wanted to disregard that promise and row pro|)Osed to restore 
tite sum that it had consented to forego. Itaja Narindra Nath am) 
l)r. Goktl Cfaand Narang and others stroke in the mme strain. 
When the demand was put to vote after a long discussion, it was 
defeated by 38 votes to 34. The demand was thus refused fa mm. 

Four other demamk for supplementary grante in respect of stamps. 
i<»resr^ regiatiation and genand administration weiw voted by the Council 
while aiM^r demand by tlie Finance Member in respect of admtnis' 
tratioa of Justiee rega^ng fee for the special law officer for the 
^mesulipn of ^ case instituted against the Shiromani Qurudwam 
^bkaadik Conunittee was strongly opposed the &"kh itid some 



434 ttmti 

Hindu mmhptBfWad tkbmt u lengtlijr debate uu eMudmeiil wfed by 
Snider Jodh Singh to risieot the denuuid oi Re. 50i000 required lor the 
leea of Mr. Pelaieii» Special Law Oflteer ap|iot&ted by the Oovemmont 
to proceeute the Akilt Leadett* Case, wee r^eited by the Coanoil by 
41 to 34 votoa. 

On the 5TH JANUARY Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul Kadir (eUnTud^e 
of die High Court* and recently Oounael for Sir Michael O’Owyer in the 
lamoiia CrDiryer«-*Nair cue) waa eleeted Deputy Preaideat of the Ooum il 
and then aupplementary grant for Adminietniitioa of JueSoe* which wi« 
under diapnaaioo when the Council rote on the Sod Jen. was aenetioi»f^i 
after a diviaion* 45 membera voting lor the motion and 33 againat. All th^ 
ofioial and Mualiin membera voted together. 

Sir John MAYNARD next moved a au^emeutary grant under *]mU 
and convicta* and delivered a leetore to the membera on the aubiect of 
grants* warning the Council not to put the Governor in an awkward poeittoi* 
in respect of reaerred depaitmenta of having to uae bis powers of 
<ierti5cation« This speech waa much resented. 

Di. C. C. NAURAKG (Swaraiist) in replj* took the Finance Momite 
severely to task. He pointed out that the remarks wore uncalled for aii^l 
the argumants lacking in force. Koonomy in one depaitmcnt shouM 
not mean extra veganoe in another. Refemng to the tbreit that the Go>t 
would be oompallcd to use the powers of oartiBcatioti, Dr. NauiAi^ 
declared if the demands were not wanted by the country» let the Goveut 
mont oeitify thorn. It is the people’s voice that nhould be supreme aiiri 
not the voice of the executive. After further discussion and th<' 
Toicotiou of an amendment of Sardar Tara Singh in respect (d 
4i000 expenditure on under4rial prtsonoix in the Babbar Akali case, the 
original motion was put and earned. The Council after pessing hunic 
fuller giants then adiourued till the Budget session id February. 

THK BUDGET SESSION 

<)n FEB. 25th the Council leassombled to discuss Govt, business Sn 
John Maynard’s motion for supplementary sum of Tis. 24*000 foi fech Ui\ 
•jieeial Public Prosecutoia evoked keen disoussion and the dol»atc on the 
moUou WAS ultimately adfounied. Anotlier Govt resolution to amend the 
Punpib Courts Act 191 H, so as to transfer from the High (onrf m 
the Court of Distiici Judge jurisdiction in appeals from detuecs 
orders of a Siihoidinate Judgu where the value of a suit ranges ftoin 
Bs. 500 to lis. 7i500i raised a storm of protest and the I'etmlutmu 
iHung imt to vote was reiieeted. 

R. B Chaudhii Ijd Chand next moved for the eleetion of momlk^ts 
on the \ariou8 Advisory Committees which was carried. 

The House next proceeded to the ooustdemtson of 8ttpp1etnoiit.iry 
Grants all of which were voted without any r^uotkin. 

The first demand that elicited some discuseioii related to the item 
of Hs. 14*000 for travelling idlowatieo of excise officers. The Council 
had rqiested a similar d^nd ier Ks. 16*000 in January and the 
present waa another attempt pf the Hon. Minister for AgHeulture to 
gst the saaney sattetiotied. It was tnnried by 46 votes to lA 

Nate c^ of Rs. 34«000 fi^ puUte musecutoni wbirh 

bad haen im ^Jbnu^ last ^ Rs. fiO;bOO. The item rslstuif; 





8»luu 1 ^ «Bqiiriri«i «mI 

imtimm si puti^ iiw rwtiy twpoBillils 
for tte Akifi iBOTeBMub TIm tuc wu kvfad on nombm of 

tlM Giwi|ttii> lAe Alcdfo,^n^ on ninon. 1 !Im motton 

fonraiw., 

Qtt^f&SffSASli Sudar Jodb SiniA n»d« Ua adtonronont mo^i 
ngnrdhv JAo niain at Jaito Taa(dlii« in tiia (Aootinir of dw Akalk on 
the 9l|at IMbraaryt bat tbe Preiident ndad it out ofordoraad madaa 
bug atatamont in aupprt of hta ralitig. Hm main pk* «aa 
tJka aama aa diat taken np br tbe Homo Monbei* in the Aatambbr 
(»ee p. IbiX nanely. that ditcttMfon wonld lead nemban to 
catting Tedeotiona on the adminutration of a Native Sfote whbb no 
Itdiau legialatnre could do. Soma SO memben. Sirara}iati» S. Q. P. 0. 
membera and Khilaiatists. rote in a body to nrotcet. But tba mldeat 
bad to ba diopprd there, Pt Konak Cbandt retolatioii to withdraw 
an Edneatiooal Circular waa lo«t by SO to 36 votes. 

On FEBRUARY S6th Sh. Fais Muhammad moved that the near 
UniveraHy regulatbn iiitroducing Education at a profaaiiotid and tbao- 
rctical aubjaot in RA. course ba rot appoved. It waa carried. 

The Council then * resolution of Lala Mohan Lai which 

teeommended the Govt, of India not to allot any further Indian Forest 
i^rvica officers to the Punjab for a period of at' least 10 years. 

On FEBRUARY SOih Dr. Gokul Chand Naoiwig moved that no 
money sanctioned by the Council be spent on sny article not produced or 
msitufsaiured in India. A lively debated followed. Government was 
willing to accept it aulgect to the proviso that the "(luality was good 
aid tba ptice iteKonsblo "—a iiualificatbn meant^ merely to eireumvant 
the resolution which was consequently withdrawn by the mover 
in disgust 

On MARCH 1st Sir John Maynard, tbe Finai.ce Member, presented 
the BUDGET for 1 024-85 ard asked the Hovse to take note that the 
fiiiiires were lissed upon the aHompioti that it would not reiect three 
ts>atioii bills, whith be bad to ask it to refer to a select committee next 
week. Tbe budget showed a total revenue receipts of Rt. 1.081 lakhs 
aid Ra. 1,075 bkhs of revenue # xpendituie. Ihero was a deScit of 
Re. 44 lakhs of which R«. SO lakhs Was acecuntrd for by a sinking 
find. The Fiistce Mtinber pointed cut that the Goveinment of Itdb, 
tlcir bsrkar, bnd cxpiesfril williigncss to fiiarce the very modersto 
difitU during Ii34-S5. In the year iiHccccUng their equilibrii m mutt be 
sttaiicd, if lot by eic methed then by srolber, for tbe povkee will 
Ic left tQ ircei its );altlities witheut the help of the Goverriment of 
udia. CempaKd with the Irdget of 1083*24 the present budget however 
«st dirtii.etiy a Koie faiouiable slide ment of the flnsrtlal position of 
the protisce. Vrbeirav last year there was a deficit cif revenua acetunt of 
R*. $SJi4|CC0 tlto deficit wee tow lednccd to Re. 44 lakb% which waa 
the of the if'Creese of Re. 87,66,000 in tevenue and of oiltijr 

Re- tbiOyOib) in .expetditore. - The new taxation bOU were the acme a» 
tho Ofonell in fbo previowe year. 






:'W" 'PitA. BiiaU’V:iBaai "Sifini'^''in.Vi: 



On' AKD MAftCH fte iOtmiiey oMt to toiuidar tito llraay ' nib. 
Tito fint of tib«M i^n^totod dwage in too Ge^ Fom Aeit m that 
for imiittoM of Odoto bto hid'fn dto etMto wiB lie rahtod at 

iwent^ f^BM tin hnd lereniM peyalib thertoa iartaad of ton thiaa a* 
«M fbe pnetiM honftofote. Tl^ mi lefemd to e Meat Ootonattee. 

Ob 0TH MABOH fba Coondl took up aoBtofieial badneia. After 
iotorpellatioM. whidi inaatly idetod to oomaiiii^ atoMwa, dSaounion an 
& M^amiitod HimainV readodoo regerdiiig Agrioi^iBil iad ditodna a i wan 
.iwtoioead. Hm readuthm waa moved on Mtk Fdi. and iw aa foUowa 

Thlf Coonctl reoomiiMiiflB to the Oofenuneiit that a oonmitteB of three 
amiiited**to toar the FUla({a in the fioath-Weetero Panieb to examitie the cUiu^ 
of iiioiiey4eiuien egeiiist eamtaiofi when the pertSee agfee to thfe oonrte eml i.> 
arrive at eomt which they ore octaolly able to pay within a reoaonabtc time, nueti 
connlttee to ooneiet ol (a) a Judge withinaolveney powere^ (b) a repreeentativf; .i 
coitivator% and (e) a repieBentotive of bankeie. 

The motion waa preaoed to a diviaion and carried by 35 votes to 22. 

Ghaudbri AFZAIi HUQ next moved the folbwing resolution ; 

This Council reooBKnemtli to the Government to recommend to the Gov«*rniii>‘.it 
of India that they may take early etepa to exempt the SWORD from the oiffmDt 
in the Punjab of the ARMS ACT with regard to all the xeatrictiona eontoinoil therf ji. 

The resolution was after disouasion put to the House and declared carried. 
Govoniment members remaining neutral. 

Mir MAQBUL MAHMUD moved the following resolution 

This ('’ooncll recommends to the Government tlie appointment of a eiiinmiMo' 
with non-oiUcial majority to orlvise what steps the Government may reosotuikly r:ik^ 
to improve the present economic and social conditions of the agrieuLtaristt of this pfov:ii<y, 

The resolution was* however* by leave of the Council withdrawn. 

Chaudhuri DU LI CH AND next moved the following resolution 

This Council recommends to tlie Government that the rate of GRANT TO AlOKP 
SCH<K)IiS |ier pupil reckoned on the average aitemlanoe be as follows 

Anglo-Vernacular. Vernacular. 


A,— In the ]..owcr l^rlmary Department ... 
the Vpper l*rlmary Departineiit ... 
the Hkklle Deporwnt 
D.— In the Higher Depafunent 


AiricuU Kon-Agri- Agricut- N<iii*A:'ri- 
tuial cnltttiml turol cuiuul 

4 2 4 S 

8 4 a < 

20 10 12 t; 

bS IS 


The present nileSf he said, made no distindaon between AgrculituiistA 
and non-Agriculturisfea. The speaker wanted to provide an incentive tor 
increasing the number of pupQs from agrioultuml classes. The xesolution 
was* howevari by leave wididrawn» after Sir Oeoige Anderson, the 
DIreetor of Public Instruotkm, had pointed out that Ae figures rcUtnm; 
to the number of agrie^torist and aon-agrietiltonit students were i>^ 

avaOahlep and ttal in Hie absenee ofthoee figures he eotild not say exartl> 

hew much additional expenditure the proposal would entail. 


Isda B(U>H B^ moved the loBowing resoluUon:-* 

11^ siooBMasnils to the Ooversuaent to eUmiiiate soaroes of dongtir * 

tbs tasial teas H ssdety ler (a) nsaoviag b^end the Mvniefpal boniu^N^ « 
tiWcB 81^ alxesdy leosted la the variwii towni ; (b| imaoving to the 

or atis lim talwn^e iRieor / 

.4Ui!Siiiy:::)lesai^ vRlsieik- 

V kf U 'voAes io.-lfL. . 



DISCUSSlOSi 
aeatiiig wm lidd ta 


\ 41? 
ditpoM of 


»»«»» 

Ok HH MABCa • 

ijowftMN* blufanki. 

XiM Honlil* Sir John Mapnoid intndtiood Um Pui^ab Hkm r 
lAinMBdiMat) BiB< Hw opsiotivo ofaune of the KU rune ae (oUowa :•> 
» to toMeie 1 >A te the IidImhi tnaiep (Pwi}eb AnMBitafiit> Act, IM*, in nitir'e 
before the xtwd «KxempikHUi' the fo'lowiog piovieo tball be iiwsrleil, UMiiety 
I»i9riii«a thot ft oonveyoncw of imvoTftble |m>petty eftoikteil wHhin « MmiicitmHty 
or CfLitoiunml ohftll be cborgeftble with ft fttftmp duty mt double the imte beieinbrfot^ 


ItFOTldeiL** 

He ftbo moved to refer iht bill to a Seleet Committee* He 
olieerved that Govt expected aii inoreane of 6 lakhe in tim revemie 
by the propoead bill without any extra expenditure whatever. The 
motion wae put to the Houee and oarriad* 

The HonUe Sir John Maynard next introduced the Puiuab Motor 
Vehielee Taxa^n BiU» and that it be referred to a Select Committee 
which waa done. 


Mr* MILES next moved the following leeolution which was carried ; •-* 
** That tbit Council rroommemit to (lovfrtimfnt to mim during the yiar lutl-et a 
«iati of Ra 1,50.00,000 for the purpose of providing fuiutii for the romitJiietioii of lrri> 
t’mtion Workii— CftpilftI Kx()enditttre— unit other proiluotive projfeto ftpprovoil by rito 
Council’* 


The Council then resumed diecuseion of the motion moved on 
Momlay, 25th February, 1924 

That ft Kupplcmcutaty ium be gnititfd to the Oomiior in i*ounoft to defruy fit** 
< harges thftt will iMime m course of nayment for the yror emliug tike tint of May 
]U:I4 m respeot of AAlministnition of Justice. 

Sardar Jodb Singh referred to the Akali liCaders rase, and eaid 
that large sums of money wore Iming wastiMl on it. After Sir Jtkbii 
Maynaidt Sayid Mohd. Huaeaiti and Sir (lopal Das had spoken* the 
motion was put to the House and ean-ied by 29 votes to 15. The 
Coiinoil then adjourned until 2 p. m., for the ortlinary meeting. 


Budget Dieoussioti. 

The Council reassembled at 2 p. m. for the general discusiiimi of the 
Budget for 1924*25. 

S. Mohd. Hussaiit opposed the levy of additional taxes* All the 
new taxes proposed were opposed to all the canons of civilised taxation. 
He urged for retrenchment. Mr. Maghul Mabmnd also urged retrefich* 
nicnt and suggested various means to improve the Htianee of the 
t*roviiioe. Mr. Khab Newae complained of various lieneAcent schemes* 
f^uch as educatiotii being negleoM iiijd starved, and wanted a more 
ibotoughgoing retrenchment. Sirdar Jodfa Singh along with the previoua 
speakers eriticieed the Govemmefit for not having taken a strong 
attitude in the matter of the Provincial contribution. He next allaolced 
ibe repressive policy of the Govemment on the Sikhs which w|mi 
'O iliig a A fuiiher strong criticism of Government was delivererl 
by Prof* Koobiram. The Govemment memliere then replied. 

On 7TH MARCH the Council met to consider the GovemmetiPe 
'lemandi lor grants* 

The Hott’Ue Mr* MAJITHIA moved that a sum not exceeding 
lie* 44«07>0WI be granted under head ; liuid Revenue. There were more 
than to motioiis for rednetiou of tlmi demand of whieh about a thM 



4|t . . irakiAB utotsutm ocwiKat iumm 

ww dhpoMd ol M thii dqr, and Ae raat «mm uf for tmwider- 
•tion on flio tOtb wkon tiie Oouii^ n^aiuwUtd. As a tank of the 
d^r'a dfsauaion ants to tiia catost of noio Umb t were nuulr 
flM ktfeto item iMing Bs. 1,70.940 wUdi rointod to tha saMamanto of 
ft dMaiata. Tha ladanea was moatlx mada of teduatimiB to trarelliiig 
aUavaiiosB. 

Bwdwr JODH SINGH noTed that the grant be radnead bjr Ik. 13,000 
with raapaat to the Hem of Bs. SStOSO^-Tanporary ]^liluhinei,t. 
After soma discussion the motion was canriad by 34 votes to 39. 

Sardar JODH SINGH then moved that the grant ba laduoed u 
Ba S.169 vHh respect to the Hems of Ba 8.686— Travailing Alioast.(r 
(6 A.~ Land Bavenne.) Ha said that the proposal vu to make a rut 
of 98 */• in aii items of travelling, and suggest that the wMe 
be diaoussed and decided once for all. On Sardar Sunder S. Miuithia 
agreeing to H, disotusion then proceeded on the question of tra^elliti); 
allowance as a whole, which amounted under ail heaib together to alout 
44 lakhs. Ch. Sahalnddln said that hie experience was that T. A 
in the Punjab was much higher than in the caaa of officials of the 
Oovt. of India, sometimes double the latter. After a long debate the 
motion was carried without a division. 

Several other minor motions for reduction were then tarried 

I.aiid Settlements 

Chaudhri AFZAL IIUQ moved that the grant l.e reduced hy IN 
1,70.840 wHh resjicct to the item of B*. 1, 76, 100>- Survey and Settle 
ment- Otoer Hcwl-quaiteia Kstablishment. He eatd that Zamtndai H \s <*rf‘ 
all opfiotcd to fifph HfttkiiieiilH md they wanted lard to be 
settled as in Bengah After a long discuaBioii the motion for rediirtmn 
was carried hj 41 voftea to 32. 

On MAIU'II lOTIl the diaeussion on Budget grauta wae continued 'Ihe 
motioim for reduction of the I sand Be venue grants which had been left 
from the pievious day, occupied a good deal of time. After that the 
grants lUider the heudn Kxciaos Stem Foreata, Kegistmtioni Inigation iti*l 
Interests on Ordinal y Oeht were yoUhI. Barring a few exception** th»' 
cuta made in the dcmaida were again in respeot of travelling allovbai i*'** 
ai>d the dehstc centied loui d the c|uestion of the reduction of euoimoua tiu\( li 
iiig allowances gireii freely to various oflicials. Practically tbiuughout the rhhi k 
day motions for leductiun of other items in the grants were in i»*^t 
cirses either rot moved at ail or withdrawn after a desultory dibCusMun 

SettlemeuU Again 

8, Mohd HTHAIK moved that the giant be reduced by Rs. 
with lespeet to the item of Bs. 4 Surrey and Settlement 
After the Finaneial Commiaaioiier had amde a lengthy speech opit'^ui. 
Ihta aid other motions for reduotioio some of which were never 
the motion was canied hy 39 to 34 votes. 

General Admimstralioii 

t>A MARCH 11th. the Council next prooeedod to diarusa ihe deman 
for Ba. 8«tll0.00 in mpeot of Geneial A4mioi«tara*fam (Reserved). 

Tboie wote iMi mmtf es 131 motkms for reduotion of this 
mi iJie agendi pApfr# of which US oolp eouM he dfapeeed of l*efor 



VOTIKC ON BUOGSr GRANTS 

di« CoomA MlAiMnnMd. Mm* of tiMoe cUmMidod * rednotioB of SS per 
miA ifl Heam nlctiiig to UoTelUiig elloweMee. But efler mm» 
gMtioui of tikii netare had been deeR with. Prof, fiuohi Am Hebui 
agAin n(i|igMii6d thst • good doil of ibt time of the Coiinoil wouU te 
aiivod a Gov^ommeut amptod an idl-roond out of 35 per otuT in tho 
Hem lehtifkg to tmtotliiif allowaiicoi oontingenom o/c. 

Oomnmont aftor noma dioouiilon agraod to a tontativo mluoUon 
of 36 pff ill alt items relatiiig to travelling allowaiioesk reserving to 
itself tka right of asking for supplemoiitaiy grants in the event of tte 
mlucfd grants not b^g auffieiaut sAhati the new rates* whioh would 
fixed by a oommittae to be specially appointed for the purpose and 
then placed before the standing Committee of the (/ouncil, woiAi oomo 
ifito force* Certain Mmisalman rural members headed by K. E Chaudbri 
Sslmiiudin avKi Mr. Mir Maqbool Mahmiul promised to suptHirt Ooveru" 
inrni in that contingency, while l>r* Gokul ('hand Nauraiig and Sardar 
.IfKlb Singh pointed out that they c<iutd hold out no such promise but 
wtfuhl oonsider the proposals of the Finance Committee on their merits. 
After ibis there was no disousaioii on the motions relating to reduction 
ill trsvcUiiig allowances, and they were simply put to the (\iuiicil and 
mrneil. 

The other ('sontestod motions for rediieiion were, with one solitary 
cK<(‘C|>tioD, either not moved at all or withdrawn after a pcrfmioUiry 
diHPUitoioti or rejected by the Council. These included the* motions for 
rcfluctioij in hill journey and bill allowances, eontingcucies. temporary 
CAtabliHliments, the sttff of tho Secretariat, and so fotih. 

Commissioners 

'i’he one cimtested motion which was lurriod iiiMpite of (hAemment 
opposition related to tho staff of C'onimtssionerK. 

Siiitfar JODH SINGH moved that tho grant l»e redueeil by its. bfi.IPP 
with respect to the item of Ks/i ,31,300 ^-Total ('ommiiisioners. lie said 
th » Itetreiichment Committee bad recommended that the number of posts of 
Commissioners be reduced from 6 to 3 but that refonn had net yet lioeu 
citric^lout. Ho had therefore moved for reduction of t wir fifths in the staff 
of < 'ommissioiiers. The motion was pressed to a division and canieil 1^ 
to \otes to 22. 

Hooret Press Propagamia 

Of the motions that were reacted liy the (*outicil, the followtnii 
Atu^iidmeiit of fhirdar Jodb Hiugfa elicited a lively delsite 

That the grant be reduced by Ks. 2,600 with respect to the item 
*>f Ks. 2,60(H-Com|K)sitioii of Articles for Press.' 

tedar Jodh Singh strongly criticiteil the secret propagiuxla carrieit 
ou by Government ihmigh articles wbieli were written at the instanoe 
M Govemmeiit on payment, but were piiblisheil anonymously or as 
^e views of iu^pendent men. Ilie Chief Heeretary said 
twiee or tMce the amount budgeted wse required lor' secret prom 
^“r*iiiids by the (}overiimeiit and he was not ashamed to admit that 
fhat was eu ineldeooe of administtatiofi^ Malik Firos Khan and Mr* Maqbool 
^hmad iuppotM him* aa iiko a large number of other Moslem tuembeiu. 
The m^fioo of Satdar Jodh Singh was finally defeated by 34 votes to 41^ 
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Oh 1 STH. MABOB '4im m haditit |¥iiit«, 

Hm* tfiM'TifMi breondnct* 

i^ tilih AkaH flmeeuliph^ A tilie wMm 4li ^sliiiM ttked on 
Id wl^ gftTa erirptie JMieiiiiioii 00 ^ 

grani lor genenl idmnMntm wm tlMO eonliiiiiied. Ater a few 
moro oati irm tiia demand at alreadj vedhMd waa patted. 

Mian Fail^fltt^^ next moved tliit a aoin not emeeding E>. 
ItSSfOOO lie gianted in re^^ of General Admintharal&n-^Tixu^ 

Hiere were fonr motioiit for redootloii of liia deBtand on t]n> 
agenda" one of whkli ttood in Ibe name of R. & Lain Sewak Htuu 
and dematided that tbe total pi^ of MinitleTt be reduced from Rf. 
I*)0i000 to Ra 96.000. None of the motioiit waa. however, moved: 
and the demand waa carried without an^r ditouatfon or reduction. 

Adminiatration of Juetioe, 

The Honlile Sir John Maynard moved that , a tom not excee^l 
ing Be. 41,71.000 be 'granted in retpect of Admtniatrafcion of 

The motiona for reduetum in the itema relating to travelling; 
altowance aggregating to Be. 7.875 were pat from the chair and carhf^t. 

Sardar Ourhakhth Singh moved that the grant be reduced hy 
Kt. 9,000 with retpect to the Item of Bt. 9,000 — Amiatant 
Bemembrancer— Engliah Law offieera. 

After tile liOgal Bemombraucer had referred to the recent increase 
in the work ot the Illegal Remembrancer’t office, the motion was withdrawn. 


Speoia] Public Prosecutors. 

lAla Bodh Biti next moved that the grant be reduced by 1^ 
1,00,000 with retpect to the item of Ra. 1,55,000 lor special (uiblir 
prosecutors. He said he was opposed to the appointinent of siierid 
public proseeutort for special cases on piineiple. Instead of 
ten special public prosecutors on heavy salaries the Government 
have got the work done through the senior public proaeeutors airesd> 
in san'ice and employed offioiating public prosecutors at Rs. 500 « 
niontb in their place. There was a heated debate on this head. 

Uliaacibry ali Akbar, oppeslag tb« noitoa, dsooim ^iwnt large soar « t 
meaty to rtcate Ibt ttwicct « t able lawyeft aaa Ibart waa an Sssana way objection 
eboiM ba takrii ta Unerrameat dolog iba aama ! Samlar Tata ffiailb aaM ibe Fir.etr.* 
Ilffaibat bad admiib d ia bit badget apmb that tbfva waa a auwkad dean ate in crin** m ibr 
pratlaoa There aaa, Ibetafote, an fastiiaalina far efapinytaf faeb a eneily eier^i 
pfaaaaaiiag agtacy in erimiaal irialt. fha Iwa paid ta aiwatfd rabi e 
waia taa larfa aad aBaeaesaary. Ba alaa camplabwd ai ibe iav««oriiua> 
abalaa at immU praaeratnra aad laid laral lawyata rbaald ba eaiMH »« lat a* roMii>i«‘. 

Tba Baa*ola Sir Jt*ba Hayaard admIUad tlsU ai^ waa la*a lait ytar then •(> 
tba piaaadfag oae^ bat it waa an te aaaw Wavy aid a Isrie aaiaber of 
aaara bad arirea, ta wbieh tbiffv waa an eeanabea aaadwr af wtmaart. ewf 
aaeui aaaaa an enarmaea eamlm el aaeeiM raffen^ tba Inaftnii •^****^ 
Bhily la ga on let a laai parkid ftaii day ia dm. Tba iptaksf iOaeost^^ 
1^1 bf fifatrltti ta iba |(m%M mm, and mi that fedjgHig IMi the eir 
rnmibir at film aatea aiffMaM cf vmm mast haw 

idimfetafk: 1^ Iks |etH baam t« tba mra^. 

Sa dselid tiial ttw PfaNaamm wtra bamg emwaiSfavtly pshI m 

•saw by way af aalalfiiy'l^ sati Ihm ana al IfiiaB gat enly Ba 500 a ^ 


'wMI^^'-aamiil' tv* 


'thir 


Biaa' IlM k i Mii i fad -iiah '^r itaaNsi i^^aameiai^ • ibaVmnilae, ' rafstred tn the 
. Be eigid M ^ihas thtOr»af»» 
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*”*“ •« WH IHM 

** aSR«»SSl!m Mtaah «Mi»WaMlttakf)kUi te WBtkw Ate» «m^ wkiM tkt 
juirwr" mt iiiltf tl vndit, mm mI butel mi tt litMthM^ 

• Mill M Wig iMiM ibtMMllMOMMl* 

UMI MMT ^MM IM il««|t bM pffMliiat tmiftl 

gM tel MMt M teat «pM M te MMitel. 


MIM Jodh 8i«gb lafllMf MiMMilai te moIImi Mltf UmI M aiatltr IumI 
mm ap bilm te Bom Mml IImm» mmI mi oviiar ooomIob te Mite of 
MaHlM MMl MMtea «m mM Io mUM te MMhM. Tbt tM, bmrtMr. 
iiMMteiltettoa%tef«if teiMlfmMIbomtteiilapIg te AtelMM» Md 
tel Mte MiaUMiMt «m lo botpoa^ oa te proMoalte of aoooila, Tbo OomaaiMit 
aol Io oMio te iaiptt«te tel tl woo aMtoaasloat lopof teokalt IteltM 
aoaftoMteofMteMoildiafitoaiiioMiiiMMlaiaidtfMf. Tbo Akotl cm btata oa 
te IBb Ooteor, aadteiafon^lteiali wMOtilliotagoii,MlbalilMaol|MlbJo 
MMp wbea Ibo pfoorcdlBpi woild bo bmgbl Io ooloic. If a ptoocealte wllaiM btte 
tem to eraa-taomlaolte tboio woo fortbM lawltialte te ivo mm allooM aM 
lofteoMlaa Io lake bit pUoc. tbecMomdri, teMoir, bo ladoBattflY tegtete oal, 
Tbti M bj ao aMoao ta te laloMil of te aceate^ who bad aatd ia te opoa omfI 
tel (bop MM piMMd to looMia ia )aH aattl te lanoitaaite «ro« oomplolcd* 
Tbo OovamaMiai ooatd appcM te Bikht oatp bp poaitag taltoteloip kgtiloiMa. 
It wat idle Io Mjr that te 6lbh awmboM aboald nggMi whoi aMteMoalt tep 

waaMd ta te cst»ltag Ael. How ooatd tep do M>t wbca tbo B. O* P. c, bad 

bM dorloMd Io be aa aalowfat OMooiattoa. Coadadlag, bo obMiMd; **lf 

te OoMtaMoal iatlol oa loiprtioatag at* wbp thoold tl otoo plow a baatp 

omoMio banka oa aa te iaoMoat taaalteaf** 


The motion was then pot to teHouoe and loot by 11 votes to 41. 


The Akali Leaders Case 

Sardar Tara Singh moved th^ the grant lie reduced by Ro. 58»00 
with respect to the item of Ra. 05»OOO— Special Public Proaecuton* Feoi. 

The motion was put to the House and lost by IB to SB votes. 

Rai Bahadur liila Sewak Ram next moved that the grant be 
reduced by Re. 1. Sardar Ourbakbsh Singh said the eonduoi of the Akali 
lesders* case was not only oondemiiable from the point of view of economy 
but also to be condemned on principle. The Government hid several 
times measured its strength sgidnst the Sikhs, but it had always 
failed. 

At this itiget the President intervened and asked the speaker to 
stick to the motion under discumioii. 

Continuingt the Hon'ble Member observed that the Government had 
uot pro^pei^ tackled the Sikh situation. The Sikhs wanted contml 
over their Chirdwaraa and shrines. 

The President again asked the member to stick to the motion* 

Coiitiiiiiingf the speaker said the Punjab had now before it the 
statement of Ixird Olivier. 

The Preeident, at this atagei ordered the member to disootitlnue 
his mseh. 

pr, Gokal Chaod Nanmg sopporting the motion said that the only 
queslioo with wtaeh they were ooneemed was whether it was wise or 
unwise to gruiit the amount demanded for the year lBtB*S4. The ease 
y been going on for about S months or sot and bad been oosfeing 
fmit Be. SO^OOO a month. One of the eounsel for the pramoution wae 
befog paid Re. BOO per dap. Another eounsal. said the spoakerf wag heiag 
Buid M. BOOO a month. It needed no exphnatfon on the paiB of the 
epeahsr to ahow that the gentlemen who were beligr tried in the Akali 
»S 




4fa mmjAB mmumm csmam ft mmM 

m$ mm Iht mm dt JSiUi ttol m oi Oa 

mmd pefmn mu mmmkd M Mm folM ot vU«iwa *ne onW 
oMge oil irkMi dm ^ ywn em tfc aJ wot IM ttwy M dm 

oert«fai «Ufl«i wUrih M to* bvoiiAai of dto pem hm iod tbora. 
Tho iptohof Mt nol omiMiMd iridi dio laorito of $nf !iidl?idtiol 
oiM» m uemi nd^ be gollto or inmeoti bol tMr triol had 
emMt « feeiii|g» oot onijr nong the SHdui but aleo ofehen, 

tbit Oovennnent mu not e/etiiig wiiel^ end vee nol midiig the 
proper nee of poUio money in pmeentim tbe eoeneed* eO of whom 
vere held In the higheet eeteem by die ffikbe. The powiUe gun 
diot the Obremmeot oooid derire from eemuring tbe eonviotioQ of the 
neeneed would not be eomnmneomte with the Mary thet it would 
do to iteelf by pemiitiiig with tbe eeee. Tbeie ihooU be mutuiU 
tnut end good*wtl1 between the people ^ and the Oovemment. The 
Goverttmeot ahoatd not by ite eondnot give riee to tbe aoepioiOQ that 
it wee vindiotivei or that it did not want to allow religiona freedom. 
No oaefnl oldeet would be gdned by prooeeding with the case. If 
one aet of membert of the S. O. P. C. was arrested* another took 
ite plaoe* and aa a humble student of Sikh history* the 8|>eakor 
could say that the Sikha oouM not be repreased by euch proeecutioiis 
or perMOutione. And then* said the speaker* had the Government 
taken only an ordinary interest in the case there would perhaps not 
have been the same feeling of bitterness as actually prevailed, llio 
Government had thought it naoeseary to engage the best or the 

coftliest oounael for the prosecution. Concluding* the speaker advised 
the Government to drop the case. 

Malik Firos Khan Noon* opposing the motion* observed that hud 
the movement of Sikhs been of a purely religious character* nolsKly 
would have supported the policy of Government to supprees it; 
but if there was a reasonable suspicion that the real motive of the 
Sikh movement was political which was detrimental to the intcrcKts 
of their sister communities* the poboy of Goveniment could not lie 
hdd to be wrong. If tbe Sikh oommimity or Sikh members of the 
Hipuse Qould offer a solution to ease the situation and make the 
continuance of tbe proseoutioDa which were most unwelcome to 

Govemment unnecessary* tbh couiitiy and the Goverument would In* 

much beholden to them. The Sikhs could not expect die sympathy 

of the House if under tbe cloak of religums reform they tiansgresstvl 
the political rights of their rister communities* 

The Council at this stage adjourned. 

On 15th MABOH* the Council met and condmied the last debate. 

BABHiB JODB arsoff ISMI tbss tbe a a. P. C* was ibe rweweatsiivtt tody of tiip 
fbklMtalbe smitet ei Qatwlirafa isierai aad He awmbsii bwl beta ekeied by tseir fn** 
vela Tbe bold ibst II bwl o« tbe Sltoe was sawdy ptovod by Uw leorai Oeaeolt eloetkiu*. 
laasmaebsa Imw gO toSO p«t eiat.* of Ibsgikb votsibadbaea esalfof tbe so alamo of 
a S. F. 0. la iweiieatlae tbs ofltei bsidsts ef tbai CommiUee* iboaHtof* mo Oovei*' 
VMal wastMkiaglSfipfms the daotia lat Oiidwata nt«m ia ibt mlada of ibu ob *** 
esaimaally. ffto mat at s a a a as et law aad mdot wai SMaal let pfometlag poem eud 
ee at a ata w al * Wto Ibafc abM adilafad by tbaatoll trial, adbsd tbsspsatort B«i' * 
tfagie iba Mmtbi el fm Xbaa tba speabar amaied Ibe Beam 
ato A 0* P. a was astow hat a ivllilm body, a last wbisb bad torn totiii* ;i 
to tba Bdasmtoi mm m wbaabs latiadamd bhi Ofdliiaasa la lbs Coaaeil la 
Iba ipmlMi was lufto t i fa pal h daim m tbd Pill tbai asi a pie slibtOsfriwo'ft 
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Q^k**^)* jyiuu ‘ noBBctmoM ^bbais 

«{««M li# 5P»ii •» ti t yt t u d h i, 4i W IM? Mifiar famtwi t 

•• •M «HV* l« |4itih iMi Mil 

fm M ummmrnmihAvi umUm4miuL 



^LissL^ *1 M t«iiiit«t iMiiiftiu. tn^ooS 
^Itai H !«. 91* HiMii J tt l yy iNr m «i«i ini^ty Hi iim » 

•HI, Mt Ito M Wtf •utag i l iii tl M i bHvittt Iht iMibi mHI tb«» 

firt i m i t d * fit Mbt Mbi in fillf 011 Momi «l Hm mnwmM^ himI 
•iliNi tbfy tMt mthmi Matte tfHaim vote atiia ta amia teir fttee* Tat 
aa«fffiaM»t taali |te» la tetlH iMI at te paty^'^ Oawaaiaat, Im a ptava 
Ihatcliiailtf Mrtat*d te tete of te Mto ta te aaittir at ndttlaai taiara^. 
te8itetmteil»avtate«attepaapk*a it|^. 


|»vaf. EIKHI %M BAHUl* lappatlte IImi aMlIaiit taid a ytvmi aiHlaba tel tea 
mmH ta teliiaaiaf ttec aatffb aapMPalfy tlia aana apaiaii abali uatea U aaa 
■at aai^ly Ite ta aiaob paltita aMaty was Wag watiad, «t mat araab aarta Tb# 
■agattada al tba Haliag of tatplataa aad dteati aaa aal lally italte. Hay aflat 
dap tfldtaaa aaa Wiag M bp iba ptaaccailaa aad latar aa »iaiilat itlditiaa woild 
bi picdatKl bp Iba dattacr^ vbttb labfd ap aid naMrlaa Soaia at tbam laaldaau, 
Wd Iba apfrti^^ iwaiaed telad ta tba laaite, a baap at latgoltta 

Maattaa. Tba aait*iat at mattal aad dlaaiatcat abiab tba rata bad aiiaud aaa 
iaeitaatagk Wbaa Ibal ttrp aiotalag Iba Qatataataai wap atgaiiailag am iba ptmat 
agatr wUb Iba laaia badp wblab tba Qatafaawat bad dailaiad la ba aaUwlal. iba 
peat la laaybid ia ibalt lUam aad latd Iba ttal abte of taailtattbg ibaia rata 
«aa atwplp to fat dawa iba Aball Mvawaat Tba Abail aiatfaiaai bad tab a Ha 
nit ffoai mtaia irtiaaa dtfaata la Iba law at tba iaad ia Yapaid la maaiag plaott 
•*f watiblp tfan tba baada at aoriapi aad dabaaabtd Mabaaia aid prttala for Mtaa 
j<aii alitr balag aaakeaad to tba aatd at parlfpiag tbni Qatdwatai* ibaAbalit bad 
waaana la aaatia of law; ballbeyioaad tel iba talHf aai too ilow la eoailaf. It 
waa aadar tbaie tifcattWaaori tet tep ttfonad la paitiva ftaliiaaaf. WbalOama* 
awalabaaldbaaadaaa aad wbat li did aot da waa Ibai Ibfp »haald bava ta i af id 
iboaa dalaala at Iba law. II waald aal da la tap tel al tba teb at Iba wlada al 
tba Abatl kadtia waa taaia pollllea) abjael* It a navtnaal baecawt paliHaal bp 
ritottlagt^*daipafYaba/ibaalatei aeaaa tb# Aball aioveaifBt waa palltlaal bat la 
ao atbct* Caaaladlagi ba obaarnd Ibai iba waatp wbiab waa btlag aptaiaa 
Iba aaae waa betag apaal la ibt dlaadtaataga at te Ooftraaaaat aa wall aa 
at tba paapbL Tba lateala at balb wait idaaliaal» aad Iba aoaaar iba aaaaa weia 
witbdaawo iba bellar woaM tl ba. Tba oalp ramadp of Iba piaatai aHaallaa lap la 
laeaaeillailaa. 


Altar a few mora apeaohaa the Home Member ruae to reply* 

Sir JOHK HAYHABDaald tba qnaatlaa bad aarrawad llaalf dowa to tbla-^wbatbaY 
H waa right or poluia ta ooatlaaa tba ptamatloa or aot ; aad ba woal«it tefatora, 
iiwli btwaelt la tel qaaatlaa. Tba aataiat aad aoraial acarae waa la liaiab wbat bad 
tea bfgaa, aaiaaa ihara ware mp good ttaaowa for altering tbo orarae aaci a good aad 
•aapibit awgraatita waa pal forward, li waa for tbo*a wba aa gg aa i a d tbadruppiag 
<f tba pratealloB ta aoggeat cbe alteraaiita; Maap membera wba ba>l aanparied te 
aiolloD alaiplp waated tet tba praaeealifiaa aboald bo dropped aud lb# Guraraoieat 
aboald aeeapt a poliap of gaatral rateta. Wbaa aacb a aoaraa waa argad. It waa 
aatatal la aaa to wbai rtaalli aacb a pollcp bad led la Iba paal. 

Iba Caaaelt bad tfativtd tba saaowaatmat of lha PHdwood CasmllHa 
oiib aatMaatlaa aad welaawwd Iba proapeel of a tcrinlnaiioa id tba tiaablo 
wHb tba Bibb aowwatlip. Bat taparlcaea did aol iaatifp ibat bopa. Baada at 
a«wtd Abatia brgaa to ttaaeraa tba Caalrai Panfab and 10 iodnlga la Jawteaa at* 
frangiaaa. They aatcrid railway catrlagia aad tranllrd wUhoat tkluta IWr 
babatiaar alwwad tet they bad fowpbiiilp lait tbeir baada. aad beraaaa tbrp bad 
tea Irvar^ with laaiaacp tbtp balHaed tbrp bad eoai»ltHtp triampbid and eaafd 
da wbai tep pltaicd. Ba vaeb aboal the aaiaal ftpitiaaca aa to latalia of a 
pftBap al nrkaiii. Tte# wwa aaotbar aaaia# wbU bad baaa taggHtel by aaara 
te»*bfa weatbata, a aoatae whiab ibt Oati, hail favoafrd far laag tte paal 
•ad wMab It anti faeaatrd. «li.« aaHablt aaMadmoat of te law#. It wan wtoag ta 
*«tay that Oattfamaat bad aiada ao aitefl la that diraalioa. Tba apeate^b awa 
teaidafdiaft Blltg abawed that eight aaeh attrwpta bad tea made Bat mare 
^ mam te Bibli awmbere, la aiwt wbaaa wlabaa te dtafu bad tea a^.altfmd 
tterateda altar te wboia Iblag waa aampte fiaally. it waa tboafbl tbai Hwaa 
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biliff to ptm nlM Ui m i ^ tol^ toitolit tot Ctmeii . 

1^ *ir tUMirtlne* 

ly tototwiiito op t wto wito tU Miiii M 0#«mitoto Mitto Um to 

iyi ttiittoi ol ibt Bto itotto ttotort mdd hki to N p«i tofm too 
OtontoU. tto M MM to fiiil tdrmht My tog|M«w tiMl o» 

BOQdtltMB Mall iiiMto to to altofitoto agiaatoitobto 

5r M ito OamuMail Ml aa i ftmtog yaM tebittob 

<rf iatM agimaM ^.. 

OanMitotatt itoHia*btaMoaibif abaiiftol toal il toy aaMtaf iftMalloa »«■ 
to to matototoa faWM Ito Bikto bad aal aaaapitd «to p a o Mt i bichaito pot 
totoia ibaai, ti waa avIdMit tbal itoy •■•i atma fotwaid aad aay what ticy 
ftfaoiaaly ' #aalad, Tba OatwaoMBl had aal aaaaad to peiiaada toa Btkto lo aet 
la tbat BMitotr. it bad baaa §M Ibat aakaa Oaaarmaaal fiaailaiii totoiabaad to 
falaaaa aaiUla poMoaa at to da oaitola otbai.lblaiai wbiah wcia tba aaadttlona 
to to diatatod to HofataMaal fat ito aacaalaa» aa Bibb wotol to ptapaiad to bring 
tonraid a BdL Waa It aal obfiaaii aatod Ito aMakart that If tto aole abjret waa 
to aabiata aettaia rellgloaa llbarty^ aad If a Ooivwaia BIB waa Ito fliaaaf of doibg 
■ 0 * Ibaa tboaa Bikto whoaa aata datiia waa ito attolMtil H ttliiloaa liberty 
•boald witboal may ttgaid to otbof eoaakloratioM to piapatad to ptadaae a fiit) 
aa Ibal It ailgbl to koawn pfioinly wbal wa« laqalrad. Ooaeladliig, tto apenket 
obwiTad tbat tba Oafatamoftt tod auwla many eflotta, wbieh bad been latraetoooi ; 
bat it bad not lott ito palianoo or bopa. 

fiaidar TkEk BIMBH aappoitiag tto motlpn aaid. aidat the oanalUationi of the 
8 0« P« 0. ito faada ooaio not to apant on nny bat foitgloai parpoaoa. Nwr 
bad tto Commtttoe bad anything tbat eonid to doioribed aa polltioaJ. It wai 
•imply a earn of giving tto dog a bad name in order to hang it that the Cob> 
mittoa waa daaeritod aa polUloaU It waa not inaeiont, aaid tto apeaktr, to do 
joatloa; bnt it war alao neoeaaary to aathfy tto partlaa that inatloe waa beiog 

donf« Waa tbal tba oaao in regard to tto Akali trial f Obatraotiona were plaord 

in tto way ol eonniel tor the dofenoa aaolng theft olionta or taking Inatroeiioae 

from them. On tto one hand, largo anma wota toiog apont on tto prooacnt&ooi 

and on tto ottor, obatraotiona wain pat in tto way ol tto dafanoo. Tbat did not 
•bow ito b<m fiks of Oovornmoat* 

The motaoo for raductioo was then put lo the Houae and declared 
lost hy 34 votea to Sli thoae voting againat being mostly official and 
nominated members* 

After a few motiona for reducing the items relating to Travelling 
Allowanoe by 3B per cent had been put from the Chain the demand 
as reduced was put to the Council and carried. 

Jails. 

The Hon'ble Sir John Maynard moved that a sum not excee<lini! 
Rs. 80>44,0(K) be graiited in respect of Jails and Convict Settlement 

Vote of Censure. 

After the molaons for reduction of travelling aUowaiioes had l*eei) 
put from the choir and oarriedi Maulvi Masbar Ali Ashar moved that 
the total grant be further reduced by Re. 1. 

la a loagtby apooch to tofertod tooltogly to tto batolablpa and iodfgoitM 
which pfiaonan woto aobfootod fa lodiaa mtls and to tto eenaptioaa tbat pre- 
vailod la Ito dopattmeal. Tto fmllng oi silfrisapool among tto pttfooeia wa« 
not oaly not awakoMd nr devdopwl tot nbsatstoly dtodsaad to Ito Inatmont tb«t 
tbay gel la goal. Tto dima wfaloli thny bed to wrav waa icgcaRfW* M 
wain ptovitod evna in aammar and tto tglay wna Umt . Hey bad to IM throaga 
oat toe ym Mda tbelf eatla as to Itod It waa bMy eeokad a«d eompM 
bid ileBi. Bomallmra tto aama wfitoblo M glvmi let tto wtolt scawrn, aad 
aama tor tm wiito and ismtoa toyM. Biam and eltov mtortor gtafo 
mta«d with Ito wbsat aito |« toiiA Bvto tba diil toil was atlowto by tan « 
did not iMob Ito sMtogs la tao^ aid Itoto waa spsealaitoa al ovaiy 
Altar glvlag a ^vld torailpM p)liitad eat tb»( 
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3* . te w agiaw.ioiwirtkMji t«; - 

^ tUf-; .i■iMWl;^f llit■:,.^ .i i^ 1> W■ , >«j ^ j W i i iitf W ttil ahwid W . 

tft/ Af Id Ih^ UnSu to tho 

■rljirtTrr r**r tN|^ im aoi* dfe g w Ai af mmI Aubmumlilds. 

CIIOMiiiHrf W €8AHD ofmiidl 1^ ood Mid If Iht vUwt^ ^ Hio jpm lool 

•DMlnr wm id h$ oewlod m wooid odviM tbo OfriMlIoHiM lo go ood Km to 
tbTlMli •• itfd ttHi woold twooMo wood gl oiM OlOf iliM Itt Om tilioiM Dkl IM 
oiMff, in oAadv inm m lora |il|o Mo gooit h o o M i f tbo opMkif dgiolj doplottd 

tM lilOiliWiiy: ;|d; MdfcO loll lilt mtH OOOg OOd OOMOttOblOi 04 tboi lod lo idofooio 


Cboodbfl ‘AP24L fiAQ, toopofttfig Mn molloa. foloM wbotbo bod bioMoll Moa 
of iflo to M doflag bio itoif obiio» oad oiid It ib^ woatod to too boll opoa oortb 
ti^ tboahl go 10 oa tadioa $0*1 fi« olta ftfortod^io tbodlottiKitloo botffooa Satoptaa 
•ad ladfaa ptitoiieit. oad oold tbo Boropooa baimaskis mm givoa oontotlo to loll 
ffhleh froM doaW ofoa to Mobotou Ooodbi. Ho oloo ootoplolood ogoiool aol olloatai 
tin politiool gtiooiiefo aoooio to aovopoiioft oad poiMieolo. 

Othoo Sraoiaos. 

Sofdor 0ofbokth Biiigb ood B. B. Lola d^wob Booi fortbor toppotM tbo molloo. 
The lotM poiatod to tbo oorroptloo tbot woo rooipoot ia tbo Joilt oad oomploiord 
that tocb pifooao woco oppolalod oaottolol oMtori oo woio oitoof ttlnofoto or mm 
honotorjr oMigiotfatoo ooekiag blgbor (lowofOi or stttdort oad oiboro wbo bod not tbo 
iadopeadoooo oad ooarago to toy tbo right tblag. 

Boltida BHaQAT BAM deaWd tbotooftobto poffoao bod not bm oppototad ooodido t 
fbitofo, Tbofo woo ao doobt o gcooi aood (or Improfomeol In tht* lulot ; bot o* 
lor 01 bo know tAiofo wot aot oo oioob oomploiat obiat fiiod ood olcitbiog oi oboat' 
ibt loworiag ol oolf^tcipoet. Ho eonid oot Mp fro« bio tsporliuoo of t yoort m ati 
ooofliciot viiltoro of tbo JoUnndor Joil Ibot aop ottompt bod boea nodo to ioiproro 
ibi oolf'ioopiot ot tbo priooaort or to oioko tbom bittor otoa tboa whoa tb«p 
ttttered tbo prfion. Tbo oorroptloo of th) jail ttaft wai otto ooopod ttorot. It 
night bo arg^ that it wot oo ia tba otbor doportwoott ot w«U ; bat tb« }oilt 
itood oa a diBetoat footing. Tbo prloontrt woto in tbo bondt of tna iailot for ol» 
U hoart, aad bo oonld obuto bit powort to ootort bribat. Coaolading« tbo wottbit 
ioigfoted that tbt powero of tbs iailor tboaid bi oartailed, ao that la tbo motwr 
of lakiag dMpUaarj ootioa* bo tbooki oot with tbo aoofBolol fitltorf. 

llio motaoo woo than put to tha vota and oarriad by 26 votes to 23. 

The grant ao reduced woo than voted* 

Police. 

Kit Jdin Maynard moved that a oum not exceeding Rs. I>04t000 
granted in respect ol Police. 

Chaudhuri Af zal Haq moved that the grant be reduced by Ke. I . Ho 
Mid there wao no one in the House who could lie aatisfiecl with the working 
of the police department; the comtptioti and oppression of the ijolice 
a matter ol univereal complaint. Ninety five per ant, oi the fiolice 

officials took bribes in cash and the remaining 6 per cent, took it in 

shape ot grassi fodder etc. The *|>olico oAcere who went 

^ make investigatioii into a case committ^ 2 or 3 more offmioes 

bribei7« asMult* etc. About 198 men of the police vore punished 
^ ditcliArged every year for serious offences. The comiption was 
M high thist the income of subnnspector was not less than t^ 

^ the lliaist^ He very feelingly described the torture and oppresstoit 
b whidi pfdioe ofBeials resottad daring investigation of oases. Tho 
•*<***011 was tben put to the House and ouried. 

The des^M^ to the House* and on being pressed to a 
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ditMootlimiviistiiirMv^^ ior ind M attftigl Ifo iM to. It 
tlMo mntki hf tlie ctiHng Toto of Oi# fMdiUt 

Ob nth MAKCH dhemiloo ob Mg«t ifaali mt oonfeiiiiied. 
Ckbbdliqr Lil ObMid noTad tte b anm not amadibt Ki. lo,soo 

1)0 ivablod hi mpaot of Montillo Oopaiteoate. Hie notioii wit carried 
tit Jtm Kaariiard novad tiiil * aom aol aabaaffiag Ba 6.77,000 
1)0 gfantad In raspaet of EdocatfoD (Earopaab— BaaarvadX The notion 
waa earrlod after a radiiotion of Ba. SW in laapaot of tiardUnf Allowancf 
Eduoitioii (TVanrfarrod). 

Iliai) FatK Htaaain noTod fbat a aum not aiaaadi&g Bs. 1.00.16,000 
bo granted in raapoet of Eduoatmn (Tranafamd). 

TravaUifig Allowanoe. 

One peculiar feature of the tfiseueaioA on thia demand waa that 
the motiona for the reduetioit of the itema of ttarelling allowaitr^ 
comptfaed in thia demand were defeated, the Bonlble Miniater pointiiijc 
out that the railway allowaaoe had already been rednoed by 20 
rent and that he would carry out any redootiona carried out in othrr 
dcpaitmenta While Hindu and 8ikh membera were not for treatin; 
thia department differentially, the Mualim membera generally supfioitrti 
the Minister. The Council divided on a motion of thie kind, and it 
waa found that 23 membera voted for the reduction and 41 a^inst 
Mauivi Maahar AH and Chaudhri Afaal Hu^ being the only 
Muaaalnuna who voted for the reduction. 

Intermediate CoUegea. 

Prof* Kuchi Ram Fahni moved that the grant be lodueed ly H- 
62,320 with respect to the item of Ba. 62.320- Opening of Intcrmcdiato 
Collegea at Lyallpur. Cambcllpur and Ouarat— Government Arts 
He wanted the money to apent in free primary education. But 
if new colleges are to be opened, they should not be of the olil 
but of the new praeticiil type whieh he piopoaed, teaching Agricultuic 
Contmeicf, Applied Chemistry, and soon. 

The question soon became a matter of communal wrangle, Mahnm<Hlin 
membera aaying that the motion was intended to cheek the spread ot 
education amonaat Moalema. while Hindu members opposing the oducitioiu! 
IKilicy of the Miniater. In the end Prof. 8ahani withdrew his 
liained him very much, he said, to hear of all those communal 
w*hioh the debate had brouaht forth* 

Next day, the 16th MABCH, the Education deinand wm {iirtb<‘i 
liiacuMcd. Damn Narinjan Dae moved that the gnat be rednoed b> R«' > 
with respect to K*. 89,100— Qnecu Mary's CoUege. Ihe motion lo** 

. Prof. Eu<hi Bam fSohdi next moved that the grant he irdti'V'l I > 
Be. 1,33,000 with reapaot to tiie itmn of Bi. 1,334H)0— Pro\ii»nli^3 
tion of Board High 8eho(Ja->€k>vemmeiit Secondary Sehoob. Ii> d<xl^ 
to Hte apeakw aaid that he did not like ^ poUcy of Uie 
Uinirter to the matter of Local Bodies, and he wanted to giu> i> 
power to Muideipalitiee and Kitrict Boards, oven if their coai,tiiut»>'‘ 
waa detoclive, rtoher tiuut take away whatever power they alie.u<' 
p ocaewe d . BUpthe adiools, he aaid, to grow in their own enviim"''’* 
and nnder the foatortog care of local men who Icnow their need. <>■‘'1' 
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SwA w OorboftA Sin^ novod tiiot tto graM bo redoood by Ra, I 
with lOH*** •• U»?A>009— Totol Govornttont 

B Ai i fl lo -“Voted. Ho foiOtod out tiiot bit aMlion ww not 0 votn of 
i^MOiOfbatbooroiilodlodMvaiMoiitiantotirogrioTiiiieofl. Tho Sntwotthot 
•ttfioionk «R« «*■ BO( OKoniood in tho oolootiOn of oUff of Oototo* 
neBt asho^: oad tho oooond woo look of provision for roliyiouo 
ill msb adkools Tho Houldo Minister ogn^ with tho viowa tho 
BWToraafnr os tin quostionof prinoiplos was ooneornod. bnt said thot 
ths piaetioal dittooltios could not ba ignored. 

Tbo awtion woo by loovo withdrawn. 


Orant-in-Aid. 

Saidar Gurbsltsh Singh next moved that tho grant bo reduced by 
Ke 1 with roepoot to tiio item of Bs. lliSb, 700— Total Direct Orante 
to Non-tiovomm^ Secondary schools. He made a lengthy epooch in support 
ui his moldom and pointed out that it was not his intontioa to bring forward 
s vote of oensuro against tho deputmont Ho simply wanted to imint 
out that ^ poUey which was going to bo inauguratod in connoctioii 
with tho giving of grantrinmid to private scho^ would Iw most 
pnjudidal to «io odnoational intorotes of tho province. It was the 
lecogiiised principle of education in all civilised countries that as 

Isr as poasiblo education should be in the hamls of noirolHoial agencies. 
He drew their attention to tho Circular of Nov. 6th> lOSSt and 

sixmt it he did not say that it had a hidden einiiter olgoot> Iwt he 
strongly regretted the educational policy ot the Minister who was sure 
wnae to realioe the impropriety ot his actions. The Minister shouhl 
iwt rouocm himself with communal eduoitiou but the education of tha 
whole previuoe.' 

The motion on being put to vote was lost. 

I'roi. Buchi Ram Sahni moved that the grant Im reduced by 

ils. 1,300 with respect to the item of Ba 1 .300 — TroveHing Allowani*e 

•d uon-offioial menbets of Educational Conference. 

He said he did not wish to press his motion. tieoiUise the Iluuss 
wsi charged with communal eleotrieity and it was not his desire to 
piumote communal oonaiderations. He Iiegged for leave of the house 
to withdraw the mothiu which was done. 

The total demand for Ks. 1.06.308 was then put to th) House 
‘"•I carried. 


Medioai Itepartment. 

sasM Minister next moved for tiie Medioai grant of Rs. 33,53.000. 
iupteia Dhw Bsj Ktssin moved that the grant lie reduced by 
lb. tso with nepeet to the item Travetliiig Allowaiioe. Tlie motion was 
inetsed to a division and lost by 38 votos to 36. 

After SMBS further dbousekw on Travelling allowaiioe which was 
reduced Iqt 83% uniformly, as in other budget heads, tbs Couneil 
wijournsd tiB the 80th. 



44» VOTES OK BDOtiKT QKAirn C«ttcvn« 

On SCtit MABCH tk« AMturisiiilMi ttn eonduded. 

Ihe llioiitor for EdOMtioa mpMiag It fdl ill» Bm witt tiie otW 
dtrnrtmttiti, tbe item ti tanvillliif nlhHri telfi b lb* dmud niattiK 
to tlie Mcdieal «4 P«Mk Btakh dit K lmn lw wwo ndhmd ht 38 
tier eeni AH otBar ttoKnM for ndoetiM «*» oUter not nmed w 
wHhdmrn or Milloctod* 

The dtinaiMie mider ite Heedi» AgiiooteiOi ladnifeiiei» Miieelhnrous 
depertmeiitii CWl WoAe (menred) acd OWfl Worki (ttaoefemd) were 
carried im Mo* The goiUetiise was then apflied and the temaining ten 
iomtio were put Ima the Chair and carried witboiit dfaenaiioh. Tbe 
Council then adkninied te Ifandagr the 941ii. 

On d4th MAKCH the Connefl met for the last day of the aeanoti. 
Mr. Miles IRVINO moved the lolloiriaf teaoiutioii 

This Council recommends to the OoTemment that a loan not e\ 
reeding Bi. 50 lakhs at a rate of interest not less than that psul ly 
the Punjab Govenunent on its bonowtngs be made to the Bahawalput 
Durbar for constructlbn of the Durbat^s portion of the Sutlej Vallc> 
Prc^ecti and that the Fnidab Government should* if necessary, mise tk 
sum required by means of incieaiiDg the Puidab Loan for 1924 Ium 
1} crores to 2 orores. 

After a short debate the motion was put to the vote and cariied 

Sardar MAJITHIA next moved that a suppiamentary sum not exoecTl 
ing Ks. 60*000 be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the 
charges that will come In eourte of payment of the Commission afipointal 
to dispose of election petitions. 

Tlie motioti was carried alter a slight discussion. 

The President then reed out the order of H. E. the (!o^en*)« 
proroguing the Council. 

Ihe Council was accordingly prorogued to a date to be annouiicefi Uc' 



M«mbeft of tkc Counctl. 


nUMlDKlIt ; Ite B«q. Hir ilMiiite lakiMUHIOi 
HnmirtM: Tk< Hm. Itr. A. M. MiImI. 
tbe Hw. Umm Bdaior 8Mkk QIwImi awMte HtitaiMalbak 

Dalvi, Mr. B. K. 

Ra» Bibeli DwlolihAi lhiiiliaiilMk*lMr 
DdVj Mn Sbankar Rlirikriiiiiiii. 

Dixit, llr. MobamiAUi K«ilftnMitli 
VmMi&L Dr, CoMMi 
ITmittii, Mr, 1C , ». 


j-ir^**”*"* MlnUte 

BiOMdnr l«Mll H,b*-b 

MidMEMhib 

BfaoMtkftn Mr. Umurn Balwaat 

OhtttauB MurtMft Khan 

B6‘«,Mr.aK. 

BallodEb Mr, A, Owtiile 
Bonter, Mr, J# P. ^ 

I'hMflekli Mr, O. B. 
rbaodOiiirL Mr. Uxman Bhivaram 
Clajrt<m» Mr. F. 
foopcr, Khan Bahadur D. B. 

Dabfiouar. Mt. T. A. 
tMaQha«)l, Dr. Kawa^jl Bduiji 
Dalai, Mr. A, K. 


OrantlM, Mr. Vinoant Aljpe 
Ottajal, Mr. Nara^ Kam)i 
Hail Aiktullah Uaroon 
Haji Kbamito (lal MalKmiail 
UarrmoiL Mr. C. M. C. 

Hatch, Mr. a. W. 

Hepper, Htr LawlcM, Kt. 

HuOmhl Mr. W. K. 

datoi, Khan Bahcb Hail Horai lniamUaki»H 
Ohalain Baiul 

Jaioi, K'lan Hahrh Karimbakdi AU Mai^lau 
Klian 

Jayakar, Mr. Makaml Kamrac 
Jog, Mr. Vlahwanatb Satayan 
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'{albhoi, Mr. Oangaiirao MukundnMi 
'\ftnibli. Mr. Khiddappa T«Ytap|w 
EUngaMr. J. B. 

Karki, Mr. Manjimath DerarabUatt 
!iay, Br, J, A. 

Bnaitaliakhaii ICaai Hidayatallaklian 
'vokani, Mr. Uayaauddin Jiaudilin 
XmharL Mr. Valchand fiamobaiia 
l^Khak Mr. HaJi Faaal Mohamiaad Kliao 
la )i, Mr. JaMerbhoj Abdallabhai 
U'p Kanui}i, Mr. 

UaboaMd Ayub Shah Mahoneil Klmliro, Mr. 
Maoiorl, Hhau Saheb A. M. 

Mavhuite, Mr. Qalaiiaii Kritlmarao 
Baptiata, Mr. Joiepb 
Mf-hta, Dr. MaMtiiial Motiram 
MontgoaMik Mr. A. 

MoaiSlard, Mr. L. J. 

MojaiadBr, Baidar Oangadbarrac Naray. 
aaiao 

Makadma, Mr. WaaMvao Bitaram 
Hakbl, tehanaikl yrltaiadaa 
JwfiV. Mf. 8. J. 

^aiiai. Mi; Bbiiikw 
SariaiwalliL Xk* HMal ]iar3iraiidaf 
Mr. MtarilMd 
MMbM Bkaaib 


\ar Mabomal, Mr. 

Owra, Mr. A»l^t rilffonl 

l*ahaliaiit, Mr. Bboytig flohlmomal 
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wa'ad Khan Baliadur Hhali Pataml Kban 
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Paril, Mr Uoitgareliig lUmjl 
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Poa^ar, Mr Mailhavrao Babarao 
Prailban, Mr. Uovlnil Italwan** 

Pnalbaii, Mr K U. 

Pratt, Mr. P. <1. 
lUblmtooto, Mr. HofM**ua'ly M 
Haheba, Mr, Hariiai Da’iaiktimm 
Haptariibi. Mr. Pbfntamati Mcliantrai 
HarrlcMi. Mr. Haogapa Ameanaowda 
Hayed, Mr. aitu am Mabi Hbah Mail' 
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Hayed, Ur. MaUamaubl KamllMiab Kalmi 
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Bayed Blmbyide Haheb MabUir Habeb 
Bbaukamm Jayammrao Baniainwb Mr. 
Bhiude, Mr. Bamchanara Dhanmil 
BhivdiMaiil, Mr. Ma wa wal 
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Bueve, Ux, A. N. ^ ' 

Aurve, Ut V<a>luitiiiir Amodm 
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ThftluMT. Mr. f’MakliiMi 
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Chief Events 

39 Ffb SI Conacii opeml by H. M. tbe Qovemor* 

19 Veb 94 Bri>01Ct FBKHKKTED— -Bccolutfoii CfongraialAtliig tbe lAbour Gu\t n 
V.K pmnd. 

90 Feb t4 Cleneml <1i«eu«tiion of tbe Budget opened. 

S» Feb 14 Kinaiioe Committee elfcUNl^-Coiiri Feet Aet Amend. Blit thrown on. 
SO Frb 14 Oovt. htlle fnlrodnoetK 
19 Felf 94 Voting on Budget demumlih 

99 Fob 24 Ml. KuiUjunji propOMil on udyminmcnt motion protretiiuf awiitiht I m 
4)h\iei*H fttimuret on the Conned. 

1 Mui 94 Mfitlon to reduce gmm r». Euroiicnn Sducution puHUd.- Mr Nittni « 
j^B •djournment motion umounting to a vote of ceiiRiire on 1* 
Secretary of State paw»r^. 

9 Mar 94 tlrant for Boinba>'ii iliarr of coet of the Kmpin Kabibii onrhiown i 

11 Mai It Bndgit pabmnI aftn vanooA ontn. 

12 Mat 94 Hupp'emenfaiy lUmandB pPcwnted.—Motion loi adKMiinmr&t to » 

the great Bombay Mdbittiac watt taiWed out 
n Mar It hupplrmeataiy demamle granted. 

It Mar 94 Bill to amrod Bombay Public (*onvi}auo( Alt paeH*d. 
l*t Mat 14 Ml lhaherfaVv rrcrmindidat on tor thr immcinate reharr >1 V » 
Haerat Hoham acoepttd by Govt. 

i»i Mill V4 Mr, Kaifman'e rcHiuton for the rriiKtal of Ion ou Mi II nr 
dcfeaterl-COntm. PIUUWiGrKn 



Bombay Legyadve Council 

BUDGBT SSSSJON t 92^4 

lUi SxoalkDcy the Govemor opened the Connoil on Februai^ l(ith at 5 
II.IIL The Gonnefi met for the Snt time at i p.m« Above hundred membeie were 
pr6i>etit and were awom in. The interval of time when member after meml^r 
was being called to take oath> to shake hands with the Preudent. then to aigti 
the ndl> saw members talking to each other, making arquaiiitaneaa with 
unfamiliar ones and the GQvemment membem were trying to know w^t 
the Rwandyieta proposed to do. The Hon. Mr. liay ward seated biniaelt for 
ft lew minutea olm to Mr. Jaykar. the Swandkt leaden Mn ChatAdd 
held a consultation with a Swandyist member from Ahmedabad to know 
whether they would give up their obatruotion if Qovemmeut met them 
half*way. Every member wore the dress peculiar to hta community and 
the he^-gear varied with every head: the Swarajyiats were dad in 
Khaddar in the simplest manner. Exactly at 6 p. m. entered in full state 
Ilia Kxcellcney the Oovemor and inaugurated the Coundl with a abort speech. 
Within fifteen minutea the function was over and the Governor depart^ as 
suddenly and dramatioally as he entered the Hdl All members expected 
that some reference would be made to Mahatma (Uiidhi'i release and 
acme bold policy would be outlined. The last portion of the speech in which 
the (fovenior promised to give sympathy and consideration for every proposal 
made by a mdority with the full support of the electorate was appra* 
dated by all. 

The House then proceeded to the day s liusineas. Mr. FabaBatii wsa 
elected Deputy^President and the President nominated the panel of 
Chairmen : Messrs. I^alji Narayanji, Dadachanji, liaftuddiii Ahmed and 
Clayton. With the consent of the hoiionrable members the apixniitmeut 
of the Pitiaiice Committee was postponed in accordance with Mr. J. K. 
Mehta’s auggestioii to do ao, in view of the settlement of Swaraiyista' polic)* 
towards the budget. For the Ileputy-PreBidentahip, there were at flrrt four 
mndidates : Messrs. Pahaliani, iHulaeharyi, Pathan and Surve of Bomliay. 
On the first ballot, Mr. 8urve got one vote and the name was droppeci 
Mr* Pstbau too withdrew. And tbe contest remaiiiefl between Messrs, 
rahaliani and Dadacbaiui* Tense excitement wiw created by the keen 
competition. The Swarsjyiata and Independents supported the foimer 
^ Oovenimeut and even some non*BnibmiiJS backed the latter. Yet 
Mr. Pahetiani was elected with fifty-nine votes and the pro-Goveniment 
tmididate was ^town over. Had the HwariuyistM nominated their eatididate 
fhey could have got him elected. But they decided not to put up 
c candidate and hence they supported Mr. Pahaljani. 

On FEBBUABT 19th the (founoil met to hear tbe Financial Htetemeiit and 
«c Budget was presented. Exactly at 1 r.ai. the Council liegan and 
jae fimt hour was taken op by questions end answere. Mr. L B. Bbopatkar, 
y ^ a Soman, Mr. P. G. Joshi, Mr. H. 8. Deo, Mr* Dadubhai Desai, 

0. Pradhan took prominent pert. 

Tbe Budget wee then presented Its main characteristic was,-^ 

ha!aaoe at the c'me of tW-SS, »•. tOl lahhn ; amjcipaieil Mtkmi few 
n tekha; and a elostng baiaiice of Rs. te7 lakhs ; and Baiget foi 
**’f*tesliowliigft e:cifag halaaoe of Ks, 4S8 lakh#. Of tbUi^um l,es lakhsivpraiviitfti 
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BOUBAV UGlSLATIVI COmsCU.' t«M«4v 


niriMlMUMMerudii » Wkhffar mnNM 1m •» Ont. ol ladii. 


tapmf Wit mntf Oto* B w wp m m mmm rHr.UM* 

kM4 

S79klclii t4K0 inaddiiioo i.i 

m labi. W« mtm iUM^M tM wt bhati 

InrilitkM «r * Mtil dmiie «l f| !u 

m made ftvfMon br ^i0etkm <d «imn 
hrmt d lUt lakhi. fa the wrM miunt^i 
nwdiiiti oC 4$9 likH «« aattoioRM ooUmMoa of amm of 61 laklia m ot e total 
o6 iM takbo, We^n onlMtmaiteiy mlt ti-ball laklia oot d anaara ami iMm f 
oot oC the eamnt deasaiia ol 4fii lakhs for 1619-64, •oapaml 46-haif lakht 
out of anaars and 89 lakha out of the euntd deoMuid, and oaciy over to nni 
ymt^e aooooitt araars of 66 lakha oooelstiiig of 76 lakha emptnOwe and 17 UkiM 
i>^ amnia.. 


Wa hid hn d tatta d forthahlgkfta 
47 iMm oador faitetioiL a tmai ti 
leoilVa 466 lakha & 61 lakha lor 
oar hadgoM leeef^ d 676 lakh% 
76 Mm oat of total oatataading i 


Oai STAMP RIfiVKNUX haa afsln flalteit lo oonia ap to oar aauotatioiui. Wr 
hopad to havi 1,16 lakluv and we now amidpate 1,60 lakha Of thia wmiue, 
Mpronimate'y oua-thiid la due to the inereaae In rates which waa autotionea by th n 
Hotme two jeara ago. Thoia jnereaaed rates have been levied and have aroutod no prot^vt 
or agHatlon ht aitgr qaarter. The qoeetkm of the renewal of the period of vali<Ht> <4 
the inoieaaad rates in reaard to ooart toea will he placed before thia Uoaae in thia tewtim. 

XXOlBlL-i^ittoe 1960-61 the mmstunpiion of eoantry apirit haa fallen by over as per 
oenlf tom 68 lakitoof gallons in that year to 16 lakhs in 168646. In 1618-14 we leviid a 
revenae on countiy apirit of Ba. 1,60 lakha from 87 lakha of proof gailoD, an aversKe o( 
Ba 6 per proof gallon. In 1668-66 wo levied Ba. 6,66 lakha from 16 lakha of proof gal.oiM, 
an average of lU. 16 per gallon* 

While them three heade represent some 16 ororee, the balance of our revenue <d s 
ororea ia Obtained from minor resonroes. 


Poeeata give as a grom revenne of 60 lakha and a net anrplns of some 90 lakha. 
Irrigation gives oa a net product of some 66 lakhs. 
AdmlniftFatkmotdustioegivef as 14 lakhs. 

Bents or buildings ahd tmls on roads 16 lakha 
Beoeipis in aid or Saperannaatkm 18 iakht. 

BegMation 16 lakhs. 

Theae anwant to nearly 6 ororea ; and one croie is scattered about ia small items. 


Tho Hon* Mr. Cadoll began roadiog the bodgokwpeach of the lloo. 
Mr. Imwrenoe. It took full one hour aiid the general impreesioTi wm 
that it wae more a rdatfoim oratioii than an analyaie of the budget. 
Mr. Hayward then moved the first bill of 1964 regarding greater protection 
nod ouaMy of ohUdren. Mr. Nur Mahmad opposing the oondderation it 
waa adjourned to the next ofBdg] bumnesa-day aftw the budget The ("ouncil 
then rose at 4 P.lf. for the Garden Fatty held by the Qovertior for 
the new members. The Swanjyiits in a body boycotted the fuitdiou 
and to did even acme ladependentt like Means. PahaKani, l>eot Kirkee. 
and 0. B Pndhan. 

Ota notable remduflon, however* waa paeeed on the day 
regaid to eongiwIulaMoitt to the Labour Govemmeot moved by Mr. 
R. G. Fmdhuk whUh raa ae foUowt > 

•^Thaa the Hcnouralde the IMdeat ef this Oouncil be requested to coumiuiu 
cute, on behalf of the Oommll, to the Rtgbt BonouiEble Mr. Bematy Msot>> iwd 
Prime Mini«bar» end )aMer ef the BiittOi Labour Puny, a maawmr of congm^u 
upon bla own appohitawiit to the hij^hwt qdloe under the Grown and u|wu 
ococmlm 9W tin firWtte of thim 

Two aattodmentt were luropoied but iiMimately vdthdrawa. M^n 
J^aykiTi flajrhaA Boll* KambB* DoagarriniL wd other thembdraaesmetM 
themadyee mi WhpV fit the gmtpa they tepienestod wiOi the 
giatiditMy maoi ltt tie a . h woe paowd unanimooJy* 



'StawsT oiacusstoii 4ic 

On MfeStTABlr SMk IIm t«N««i diMttHdm of tiha budiM «»» wiiMr 
W gia mH i N i Wrtuni diMsetad tha tadiak. aha Davabimaai I)a^> 
and IIm ftddtkr Bamga* to tottiw to tha amiato HMnoar. 
Ifr. iMi HbMlMfi of ^ Manhtata* Ctontor went on for 
flMf ^ milMiid tko iMidgni tn Ui ploaiant wty* Tho 

PMMMjHid. m ^ liii medi tlioit ovinf to timo nnd honoo bta erttioigm 
wM mnlfiiiMU ICr. Oidnbbi Oonii ottd nbntehora kmfo onth« budget 
«adl irim hn imbihad tlint * our Iliinim Mombnr wii too« too oomiMitoiit ' 
he ktM tho Hoiim spelHoiiiida Then mo Mr* J. K« Moh««» Deputy iooder 
of tlio SwmnjgMk IPorty» nnd with him mounted the temper of tha 
Houio. Re teU the Honee that the budget bore upon it the etemp ot 
hoviog oome out of o mochinei thet it wot etiythiog but a oommemiet 
bil*iice*eheatb that the SwaraiyUte were there to mend or end the 
Refomiii end that they were going to throw the reipoiieihility of non* 
oo'opeiutioii on the Goremmeut by (Inrt extending the bond of no- 
opemtkma He quoted figures from Profa Shah e book to prove thet 
India wee t8ie pomaet oouutry in the world and that its administraition woe the 
mtliest of ail* As to Exoise» he warned the Government that the 
Ptrty to which he belonged were a party pledged to civil disobedieiioe. He 
rondemtied tike Development department and tbe Kukkar tautiige ae 
imndulent epeenlative enterpriees. 

Mr* R. G. Pradhan of Nasik, too> cut the budget to pieces in hie 
placid* riitguig manner. How far does it promote die morel ami material 
progrosi ot the people t From that view point, he naul that the budget was 
miaatisCsiOtory, was not a people^s budget* was at best a rich man's Imtlget 
or a fapeaucratio budget. Mr. 8urve (Bombay) looked at the budget 
irorn dfilf workman^c eyes and lud some strong words to say ab<mt the excite 
iKiiioy and the labourer’s housing policy. Mr. G. B. Pradhan mafntaiir 
ed that tbe budget was based on prodigality* while Mr. Qovardbandaf 
IWI hdd that the budget speech was so extravagantly hopeful that 
tor him it read like the poe^ o! Hhelley or Byron. **The cheapest 
and the most effioieiit government*” this was the text of Mr. Nariman's 
speech and in hie inimitably humorous and foroeiul manner he hold 
up the ^gamUing eehemef’oi the Government* as be cslled them* to 
severe ridicule. Mr. V. R. Kothari* alwaye yearning for natioirbuikliffg 
departments* esid diet they were witneesifig ^e 'progressive realtsatiofi ' 
of the etarvation of these departmeiite. He o>*i»erveil that Goveni- 
meiit had 'cheated those eweet oo-operators ' of the last three years. 
When tbe education department was in tbe hands of the Hon. the 
IWdent of tbe (foaiicil* he eakl* at least 1000 new sehool were 
opened and in the regime of the lest Kducaljon Minister nothing 
been aoeompliehed. What was done in the soualled new eeat 
Hhere is tbe repoit of the Techiitcal Education Committee t 

Piut Swami Narayan made an angry speech and exclaimed that die 
financiat gHwitiou ot die presideney was exactly similar to that of Fratioe 
Wore dm Frenob Beveiutfon. Mr. H. 8. Deo hed a strain of piety and 
^*^tmir4toafir siooerity to his short speech. He laid strese On terbnl^ 
edooitbNi ^ iislj that* fimuiotsl etriiigenoy was always reserved for the 
^uesMsui He exposed how the Director of Informetton 

omgWfM fo die 'mieoetlaiieous expenditure’ of the Governor's bouMhcM 
^ Aowed how tbe oSeer was spresding mischievous itifoimadon abmi« 



154 tOMkr LSGlStmVB COUHCII. Tmiwat 

Indis Mwwf 4a lodka paopb. Mr. BhapaOwr aaid Mat 4a fcodgat took 
1.0 ew* d4a rOkcao arMdi mpviiad 4a1aifaat ahan of iwranoa. He 
inttaoead aaaea of Middd Pata Md B h at p r adoMM to mva 1h>v 4e 
•giloBltorlaiiwafaaaortiead to4aliizniT al4a waahhp. An aipiariniaM 
alHmld tw nada in adiatvietforproMUdm. Hm Conad 4 «b a^Qonnad. 

On FEERUABY91 4afian)a<ntaiid4raatacaiiiat Govt, waaianawed 
to Mr. A. M. Mananiiof Abmadabad. He kwlcad at4a todpt fm Uie 
point of vkir of apraad of Maiiotuadan eduoation and of Oovammaiita Exeiee 
p<dk». Mr. Duipadaa Admai. Smndykt ftom Karadi Citjr. aueeeadeii 
Um. In a moatai^ apaaoh ha aaid 4at 4a *g r e at aa t «ood to 4a paateet 
nnmW aboold ba 4a and of avaiy bndiat and 4at waa aaaatijr whan it 
failed. Sir Lavleu Hopper 4an row to defend 4a ademei of the Davebp- 
nant Department 

Than aome four or five non-Brahminmembera took part. Mr. Donganitu 
Parti. Mr. Kambli of tSianrsr, Mr. Navala of Abmadnagar. Mr. Daivi oi 
Baiftnin. Mr. Shioda of Kaaik had had 4eir aay againat 4o budget. The\ 
eritidiaed 4a budget aa diaappoin4ig> they pieaded for pmnanent IoikI 
ravanue aettleniant, they demanded prohibirton, 4ay fervently appealo.! 
for the prograaa of the maaaea. But ahen 4ey route to touch edueatioi 
they quieted down their high tmie and apoke falterintdy. fearing to offrnil 
their Miiiiater. 

Mr. C. M. Saptanihi of Ahmednagar with hia imaahing sledge>haminri 
oratory poinM out that the wparation of the Executive and 4e .Tudiml 
functione waa not carried out althongh two yeara have paeaed ainre the 
reaolution of Mr. Ghitale waa accepted to the Houw. He maintained that 
the tiovenrateiit aa a whole muat firet be natioualiaed. He auggeated that 
ill the Sukkar barrage aome imperial hidden motive waa working. Mr 
I*. G. Joahi expoaed the Muff and bluater of the Finance mcmlx'' 
and Mr. Shivadaaani made a atroiig caae for cutting down the recurrni). 
expenditure of tioverumeut. The Hon. M. Dehlati. Minuter of Kxdkc 
and foreat. apoke laat. 

On FEBRUABY 28nd Di. Welkar took up the 4»ada of the 
budget diaeuaaion. The Hon. Mr. Hidayatuilah. Minuter for local Self 
Government, in vain tried to prove thW rtw narton*)miiding departnirnt' 
were not etarved. Mr. Kirkee of Kanara dbtriet. angpr with the 
Government for the imtoriona foreat grievaneaa of hia diatriet. fired on 
ii gainw 4o Miniatora for Exciw and Foreat. quoting Government them 
eelvea to explode 4e 4eory of the Foreat department being a oommercMl 
department. He detoaed all the grievanoea of agriralUtriata againat the 
rigiditiy ol 4e Foreat department and ehuad hia apweb amidat 4eapplaii»e 
of all nartonaUat membera. The Hon. Mr. Jadhav. 4e Miniater for Edneatiwi. 
littered aome plarttnte about the pieaant atate of aiUra in education ; hr 
axUWted OovernmenFa eoneem to phoe education on a democratic iom- 
and elao maintained 4et 4e greateat need of 4e labouren and agricui 
tnnifet WIM 

Mr. Mnkadem demolMied the Govennaeat’a ' tall talk of i<c«cc 
jnaliM and prateation of 4e pomr.’ Hu Hon. Mr. Cawaaii *•*""*'' 
litteaaued to Jwtrtr 4e Developmaat a4eme. Vilien die Hoia the Praaidcn 
r.ilied upon 4e Mafier of tto Swanjya Party. Mr. Jaykar. to aiic.>^ 
the Houaa at ouee benaM quiet. He mid : 



j iiStmfft^ #»»:: W | dW it WiM< »-lii4 |;.'Mae tatjr'itt itw ««<«•. :wial '": 

iss^priPS^artppjsrs s&Tsgi’jsriK 

IteMBll ew' llHMi^ it. wtre' a' tnuirtiioiMl 

j^v' ^Iffiiiy..'^- vM v it* Em tlie Wk 

wlUdi )ft M ke dkviNKtf itf |ltt% MiUoltai f»y tbei^;* fequM 

ilk viili Ikm 4oiiK!i£iM^fc wkM» 

6«( k wtk w«» iiiM liikitiilko:4^^ft^ 

iiiofldiMt t^ idkkkeii of 0 oliUdioo ka* ke,» oinl tlie kuiUoiid wiO 40 itti^ 
IN>r lifkkif ^ lOr lUi tuOr oU ofid boot pdiliib Md tlad^or Occ^ of IHtf * Ho 
Ml i«wM to ilk ilemrkiMniiit itobonac* ivaO qiieidloiiiiig the optimkMor Ukl'iitMtoo 
limber o« io tMr oooi ocul lotora, ofiltiod tlioi loeb expeiutive tMOfemei «• (bo 
Hoeli HoiT lOOiMiniOlon lMkl better be ibropoed. Ae tor (be monry otrm^ ekmi bo 
^aggeeiodi tbbi the tod ene'oeed within the ten woU looy be need lor boi^diot 
Immims hot ohOoe the iieo4m)» tie ogreed with the theory of Britieh t»tieteeihi|> bid 
erged ito tbdr o ommkm ente lOioO.d hot go beyond ft iMniiie ywHod, ttmi «• Bir 
M. HftywiiiNit who Wftii ftit ex4iidge wottid ted tbem, ft iroetee eoiibi ftcit mftbe 
cmndtnteiite bn bcdift*f of thi* wmor lieyomi it yenie. 

And to on* Mr* Baduddin Ahmod preaohod n homily to the 
Swftndpto to lake up reapoinibility tfcaniielvoe I The Hon. Mr. OadaH 
Fitiamie Mauhor, than reidiad to tha arittemia> and tha ganani) dtaoumioii 
ol the badiit waa ovar altar three long daya. 


On PlIUiliABY ii the Fiaaiioo Coniiiiitlae wfti 


I arojMMeil to be elec 

y titt eiki mnw aC tbe Independentfs iaolmtiitg Ifeeeni* Bbo|iitlcar| Kotharli Datieblial PeiaL 
Ivo and taip KaiV*njit heUi that tbe |iowen of tbe Commitcee were nU and thai| If 
It were oMuie aeemi, H woobl eerve be (mf|ioee. But when oltfmatety It eeme to aotaal 
rtectione the Bwaimiyiifte theoiielves did not Wand bat eapportetl twelve ladependettl 
imodidatee on beha:i ef tbe Itoy . 


eleotni The Hwamk 
ari* Deiitfblial PcrnV 


Tbv adiomneni of (ho Hon. Mr. Uajward'e bill to make fimber ptovieion for 
(bf miitody and pngeotioo of chiblreii bid already been moved by Mr. Kar 

Mihonied on the.... Feb* atiil now (be Hoiiee took op that niotioit. Kithtr 

oa relifioiii fronadi or on (lie gronnd of the arbltiary powm eongin to Iw wited <h 
the rolioe, the bill wa» opponed by Momiii. Bee, Adweni, Nerimen and the ait)o«uniaient 
vttpporudy bttt tlwve wae an wipai opioWtto, 47 on each »k|f» eo that at taw with 
tU eewiiw vMe of the Hon. Pimkknt the motion for powponemeiit wee berried. The 
Hit! to ninend the Contt Fee* moved by Mon. Mr. Oidtii oofevd tbe mmo hwe. Member 
after member aoee AiM protmteii on beha l of the ryok egniiiit tho inoieam of Uw 
f'ourt Fme and the mamp dntkvi. The dfvlikiii elibnerl ift voiev for die bill and 17 


On FBBfBUARY iff the Hon. Mr. Mehta brought forwani hie btU further 
«e amend the Bembey Und Hevenne Code, ta7i. Mewn. Bedubhai ttod, U. B. 
J^redhan, Adwaal, C. M. hapiafahj, Klrkee. Beo, (Innjai, durve (ttatnaglrll. 
f^halkai and INvwaaianJ led the oppoeition to the bill on the grtmud tliat it etmittiiited 
aew ftoim tom i prinelptee wbk»ti mnet be before tbe pubite for their oplitioii and 
^ton. Meii*Bnihmlwe headed by the Mon. Mr. dadav . eupporied the Oovernamni. 
N aha aema of the Mahomedan meetom* Thm, Oie drw vvmmig waa pamwt and the 
M l ftiBvto Id a Sdect Commtor. The Bwnmjyiwe ahwaided ton votto on ihk 
Mil and eto dh the two Idila vHito were propbaed ellerwanla vix., the hilt laitlier 

aiM the bill larther to amend the Bombay 

Mmiieflil Ael, IMI. 

. moved the ftret wbldh wav fntento to mom 

mpmmnidikii el Indto dommtoa) iaterewe on the Beaid el Traatemfor 
!y. Fto ter eeeta were thaa piopoaed for Indleiia. Tbenmtion waafittt 

w omnmtoe. 

11m W to Muiite4pi| teantei 

2S » tnMm. n* 

**■ «««^ 
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BdttAV LBCliykTmi CflOMCIL 


{MHUv 


On fSMlUI^Y Mil MNMrtMitfl m^mrnwimmm mmm w traut T210 
)d mmm mm Hm ukm ftm lfa% lb; IMmSS $m dEe^juu m 
m rnmMmrnm di b» irn mm ^ mm% 

In ftit tmtmrnmrnmmmm tmm m oviitMNigsi fjmm m m mpmmmL in 
m mm mm ig w iml mmMi m mmm JiMi ol t!m wwamii^ «r^i^ 
mmmrnmn or i^eoM tkm Hte «pm inn smn the dknwrton uMi 
for Kiatteym ol tm mml taMMd hm mmi Iqf Xr» iifjdiMinl Tin Ant dtr 4 
tln4k«Mn(if«gxiuMtcnfl«lwHlioiitt^ ndnotloB of n niiik eneepi% 

'etfUtccn tenbi iif tlie IneMtal I'onit Tm, On tin Conrt Feet inKBrimnit btU tii»' 
Mi*Bi«lMnfiNi voted with the Swnfi^5ieti eaeinat Onfenunent. Bat when Onvmmmtt 
muMt the fhot, the Hon. Mr. dedhnv hem n nectioi ot fan iwigr and wiifdii tiw 
nenbeni nmnd. Oot(« mganieed a aepamte party of their o«% of the opeia^ Dm 
noO'BraliBiaiui ami other eitoted or nosainatofl Bnropeen and Innan mnehtilL 

FBBBUABV trth. opened more antpioiooiy for the Deop!e?>i Mreientaintt. 
On this day the ^ationaliaU made a cot of above Be 50^000/- in the Eociiie depart 
ment in the pay of Kniniviimnt, TntiicctoreaadT)epaty Commiariooein. The Ckkvmintm 
did Ite ben to avert the oaiawfophe. Hncb mtereet wat created in the debate wh^e 
the Hem for the omiaeion of the ttoamer * Jlicium * and the (i>at Maltan was ukeu op. l •«. 
Oovemment benchea moved* heaven and earth to pmre that it waa a aecmaity m the tmer* 
of eftoWttt adminiatratkin, and the KationaiiatH eaooMd It ae a taaory of > ia 
CoauniMtoneri at a y>ly boat for h 7 *ridiiig. linch ^anghicr waa oreateii i^hen n 
the oourae of the diaoiiaiiioa, the reaniy-witted Mr. Nariman condemned the * Jlx> um 
aa an antiqnated thing and jvcomiiientioil an aeropbuie for the (fonuniaiuoiier : T • 
imnion wm^ howwo, m the end thrown (mt. 

Thu Hoiu Mr. l>h'avi then moveil that the combined demand of Ka. 10,aih,uo 
under hernia Excim% Fr>niita, IteKiatrotmu and Agrieuliure be granted. Afb^r 
minor cota Mr. P. 0 «foHhi piopoaed hix rut of a ^akh of riipeea from the provixMoi f*»r HI 
chief Inapeetora. in ttm ooui'm* of the diacoMiion the Hon. Member for 

£ leaded for coufliletice Ijemg piaoed m him. Tiic motion, however, wai* rej^ei* j, 
[r. Bhopatkar bioogUt forward hia moiiott of effecting a rot of fouiteea iakh'^ in t r 
total demand for PlxciHe, The mover lannteilly r«p ieil to the tlebaio anil laid jur 
<m the * didnniumiaing ’ policy of the (lovernment in Kxriae affiairN Next day, wh..» 
diaenaiiioii waa at thin atage, a {mint of order waa ralaotl niid the debate got iDmiomk y 
jitiick, ao tliat the Preaidctit lunl to iMlyomn tlie Houae fu*! one hour. 

On FEBRUARY 39tb. the houoe met in n very expectant mood fo 
hear the dedNOii of the previous day s queation. The difficulty waa got ovet 
by allowing the Hon. Member for Excite to amend hia demand fnun 
Ra }0i81fi>000 lakhs to Rs. 10»466,000. He agreed to make a rut o| 

thnae iaUlia in his lour depaitmeutsi if no further cute were eflfocbNi 

by the Oottiioih Tbe House agreed to withdraw all nMAkNiSy but them 
were 160 mottona and all of them could not be allowed to 

wiMrawn all at once. Tbe Preaideiit had to ask perroissiori oi 

Uoute for the mover to withdraw. The aingwoug of ' No» Sir’ 

‘ Yea, Sir * went on for sometime like a wdl call iii a dass-rooui. 


Adjournment for Lord Oliviert Statement 
After question time Mr. i^dji Nariyo4l drew the affieiitioii of ^e 
to adme atatemeuta made by Lord Olivier in hia speech on the 66th FeU m the 
1,01^ which were delsberslely insulting to the House People eoapectctl sow** 
wmiff inlomatlon to have b^n isvaii by the Government to the Societal) 
of Mr. Haywaid made it dear that no telegram of the soit 

sent by the Govemmeiit of Bombay. The Prendent said that be vou* 
allow a indtoii for M^mment, if due nodoe were givoii. 

Alter Ode Mr, P. G. Jodd mov.d hie motioii for the r^*^* '*! 
of nineUbc of mpeee from 4^ demand lor foreate which 
at tbe %nNi of Ba 4i»6l,000. Mr. DaduUiM Bmu 
M r, MoiNdftad endeavooi^ to enpUii Oovenmienta taaa The n 



aak':^w-^*oma^' 

■ ll4wriiM.ii&liMtor " 9mi «it 
1ltiilllUi0‘'^>il^^ ^ «NI '' 


. .<^.|||ii(iratijK''''"#i«^^ of 'tiig^iuiHif^ ' 

cwne up fdr.diionMiicNi. :: Ulir Vim undN^e 
v WtM tf Ipdinty ^ ftdl> lifo uMfu i^iratioiM omro pmpoMd loifto dopuft' 
noolu of HIM Mr. OMwluri and tho Moum ^oa took up (ke doptotoioni 
of Bdimdito)^ ti>9 Edueatipn StiniitM' «t oueo ooamvtod to enM Mint 
aa^: OHM Bo. 9.000/ in ooimoetioii with ^ AtoiotMil PrOf^wIdp 
of dio CNi|}enflit ooHoge and the other of Re. lOtOOO/ in ooitooetioti 
with tito wotohiati^ foea to be given to examinen in the VOmaouUr 
Finil tBumtiiatiftfr Hie third motion for reduetieM •ereated emie wamtii 
in tito diktite as the item referred to Europetm aod was in ohario 
of m Vbms Member. Bs. 33.000/ were put in as a reonrriiig expendltaro 
tor ProTident fund for Bun^^ean teaohtm in aided Enropean sohools. Thia 
was an issue on whish even a few noa*Bmhn>iM and Mahomsdansjofued. 
Measrs. A. Pi^, 0. E Pndhau. fttiivadasaui, Psivi. Pahs^i. Naiiiaan 
(tartiitipeted in the debate. . The motion for lednetion wus oarrisd to a 
<Kvision end it wee pasMd with 48 against 30 votes. The Hoii. Mr. Hsjrwanl 
was in a rage and said that it was after aii a reserved sutdeot and 
the Huiiee 1^ no rights there. 


After the recess, the motion of aiUoiirnment was brOudit forward bjr 
Mr. Laiyi Narayaitji. He said that the reflexions made by I»(d Olivier 
in hie epeeeh in the House of Imrds on the tiuestiou of Indhi about Hio 
obstinotive tactics in the Bombay Council were utterly wrong and luie* 
'hievons. Mesers. E 0. Pradhan. O. I. Patel. Shivadosani, Nur Mahomed. 
Pshaljani. Mansuri and many others oondemned Ixud Olivier’s speech. 
Mr. Jaykar explained the pcdiey of his Party in clear and wntdmtio 
words and maintouied thtf it wigi aa framed at Coconsda and i lsswbers and 
that, if R was now modsmted a littie, ft waa doe to the miiioK^ in which 
the SwaraHste were in the Bombay Gouneil. '1 he apeech prndueed a 
niarvdloittS effect on the {Rinse. The {ion. Messrs. Hayward, and Cowasji 
■fehan||p.|^mpted to explain av«y the seiiteiiees of IxinJ OKvier. but 
their sih^enti^ was useiese and ultitnately the adiouronent was pnSsad. 
The motion had a stunuiog effect on the Council, as the Bombay Uonnctl 
was the lint to have accepted the nuXioii which amonntod to all inteUtii 
•nid puraOSec to a vote of cencilrc on the Secret .ty of Ststo br 
India. The Ooverninaiifc temaiotil indifferent in voting perhm beoJ^M 
the leibaar Ssenetwy M State was eondemned and not tno Bim|^ 
fbvenmMitit ! Mr. Hayword : pretested that tire oaMsgram wm . ^ 

**y tile Eradmy^veriRnAnV hot people believed that a responsiblS Oflw^ 
like land (Bivier oould not have bwwd his ^egstioris on infOrmstf^t 
«»p|h»d ly imepoBilMe, - oi«ttitboritotive^^,p^ ; ‘ ; 

On MABCH «tii tile eombised denruid or IMueatioti. Heioiltii^ 
Mcdkal, Ihiblie Health and Industries, for Us. 2,46.^3i^)00 ;tvsB nsoved 

by ithi? 8^ Mr. ICothari’s motion for tiie iisiftK#fi >of 

«as ^ edwMtioii^ imdgto WM meant os ,* veto ^^ O^suto 
oa'.'.tw'i-'OiiS^onid''' polhv of tiie Oovwummiti . Ue..said .IU.mOttoNl^itoM" 



43» warn isQnuTiyf mmt ^nmuy 

ww Mii M wm mmiat fion Hw MMAtr, |« .wm ii«i*Kd 
<0 mlhdiMr ik fa lUUb flM iiarBndnMH *B Mn^u 

iMMid (kat tk* aMUat wm wMag it aet « a— il w aattjwi al the 
IQaMer ti Sdnaaito baeanaa ha «aa a aarhnkaijBi fha Mahwawhui 
joiaetl tha NatkmaHati and erao Ifaava. BaftaW hi d hK a d i Kar Mahtnied 
had haid wanb ta mr acrin* the e da Ba W owa l pidiar> aapaeialir with 
taapa rt to MahoMdan adacatfai. Mr. B. 0. nadhaa. Mr. Jhaiwtluir. 
Mr. SMvadaaaidt Mr. Fah^iaM, Mr. Da dwhh a i Daaai naa to aritieiae 
tha paUay of the Cknrarmmit. Mr. Jagrhar aacpaaed OoaanaiNDt^a poltr; 
in eomtaodoo with the appah>tin«it of an AwtraliBa to tha nrimipil«h)i> 
of the Elpbinatoae Mwol. tiia reform of the Unimaitgr Sanata. text- 
hooka in primary atlmb and ao on. In Aa and howavar tha motion 
«aa n^Mtad hy U acahixt 44 votaa. 

On MABCH 6lh ao aabatantiai ^ waa made in tha badget 
deBModa for adoeathm and pubHo health and medieal dapattBMuna ax(«|< 
that of aboat Ba. 17,000 whiah the Miabtar xaaddy aoeaptad. But the 
diactiaaion vaa more iataraatfag than tha deriakwa in the Honaa. Ou all 
itema whieh went up to djvMon, tha Non*BnhHdDa and the Mahomediu'e 
'votad eonahteotly in fnronr of Gorermnent, whathar it be an additionai giaH 
to a European Hoapital at Aden or what not. Dhriiiona were taken t«ue 
and tha atrength of both tha paitieB waa onehangad. In tiia iiret the 
reault waa SO and 46, and tn the aeoond 84 and 40. Govt, fom d that the 
tbir^rflve volea of tha Notiomdwta could never be divided. Pnaangerat-aiim 
hatwean Govt, bandiea and tha oppoaition began even from the beginiiiup 
when queationa ware anawared. The Govammant mambera ware 
about dw Miatikar dam. the Kuiopean Haad*Maatar of Elphinatone High 
(School and othar pointa. Maaara Deo, Bwami Narayun, Joahi, .Tajkai, 
Nariman all took part in the quaationa and anppleroantary queatioiu- 

Towarda tha aloae of the diqr the groat fw Empire Ediibitiou oi 
Xa. 48.000 waa oppoaad by Mr. J. K Mehta in a forcible aimh. Ihr 
qneatioa of Indiana in Kenya and tha exi^oitalioD of India bj the 
t'mpira ware the two grouada on whieh he reqnaated the Houeo ti> 
ovwtbrow the demand. Maaara LaUi Nanqwgi, Dadnbhai Daaai atrongi) 
auppoitad the motion, aaying that even a Ibidento like Mr Chmianh) 
Getalwad bad oondamned the Keiqnt deeieioa and ladhi’e paitieit«tiuii 
in tha Eihibiiioii. 

On MABCH 6th the Empire KxbibitioB waa again brought into diiouMioii 
and the MatioiwBab bad had a great triumph whan tbay auaeeeded in o«er 
throvring it. Prof. Swaaai Narayan, Maaara. Saplai^ Bivadaaani and other* 
exp r aa a ed tha paopia’a view ea the EiMbitiim. Mr, Giaiithem apoke about the 
commeiefel aovaMagae of tko BahMtieo hat Mr. Jafw oom^etab 
ozpiodid tin plea aid mainhrinid in a iaaelbfe i p eee h that Ae whole 
Hmpire waa beeed an akem lantiment fha Ehm. Mr. He pw ut d timught that 
Mw Contiaii ahonU not atrihe « Me pnltir anaa, hot Mr. Badoddm 
Ahmed pnaMtiy lelaihMl: "vAp ehedd Qovenmant tirin peem for the 
palhir anm f ^fho laovw Mr J. X. Mehta anitaMy MpBad and the 
maMen waa f«Hd wtt 6# efafant 6t vhtaa. 

Kaatt the Mmiii # gwdt tin MfM’dtriwd ftrthe bdoMiiee dapaitmabt 
wet moned hMBl'lAWI BMldtidk Mr. Hayward leaa to a pon| 
«f eider iin. mH tiMt i • e w M h i ham waa Mareolad, elhem eonneet^l 
with h tad irnmmt te it tnat dao ha ao. Ilo BnaMvi aet aaide 



Otf BODOn QRAIITS 

m Sik Sk HtnarM OhaodiwlMr Md hokllr md 

^ ^ riihl in • wBi< l t«iiMi to 

lOrNtoMMOU* im worktops hn b* opiiwd toto 


tot NtoStoiM ranMto workito S »«» to opinto «hto 
todto «Mk tWMt liuwtodift ttoMMttoiMl ttm in whMi (k« NatnniiWtov 
af ton O w n w in to on ton om toad Md tort of tto Ccmadl on too 
otort^ rtrti Artr to • eo ttfoirt autaaer ; it «m tor tto Qovommant to 
tatoto «ar « — 'rttod vrtk tonr tod omtod totora toe Coonell to 
rr<mimf to ton Howto far alt toe eetablieiimnnt ohaiyee rntrted to toe 
MMieotod font, ditor ton ndiiiff toe oaiwim woe dtomeied ond Meaen. 
Deo, KdtoMf nod otonn tpOlKn, quotiiit ton Ofinfon of Mr. JadhAV and 
Dr. Ftotodlf* in nonaetokm «ito toe aboUtoMi of tke Depwniaert 
of Iwtaatrtan. Tkn Hon.' Mr. .ladiwT prantoed to nboliih ^ port 
of ton Direotor of Indnskriee nm) eiao to make » out of Re. M.000/ 
III toe depnitaent. The total denuuid for toe five Depnrtmenin in Hon. 
Mr. JeAukv’e ohMRe of Be. tootuand. after the total redoetion 

rt Re. SitO nh o wea n d node both by toe Couneil and by Qovemmert 
of toeir own neooid. wae again ptopooed for the vote of toe Oottiieil. 
MMore. PnbaUam, Jaykar and even eome nou-Brahmiiw iiwieted that not 
■ pie ebould be cut iii toe fidhuatiun depaitment. However, the denatid 
«« Mee wee graated with dl againat S8 votea The departuMiite in oharga 
01 the Hon. Mr. Hayward were' then taken up by the Couneil. The 
total deflMOd wae for Be. St6S»d3,000t ‘'Jurtioe~.faile end Police." The 
lion. Ifr. Heywaid denauded a giant for the eetobliehntent of an 
additional High Court Judge. Mr. B. 6. Pradhau oppoaed the demand. 
Init the noirBiahmiii vote turned the baianoe in Ooverumenla favour 
end toe motiou to omit the item wee loot. 


MARCH ?to wae dietinviiahed by a large nunher of enta in the 
dennuida for too adminietration of Jnstiee. Four Dietriot Courle were 
aoutdit to be ertaUiehed in the diatiieta of Keire. Nababeheh. Kolaba and 
faet KliawiLiah . 11ie firat wae etrongly oppoeed by IHof. Swami Narayan, 
Meaere. Mukadam, Nanai and rthera and deapite atiung Uovt preaaure. 
the motion of Prof. Hwaani Narayan to drop the court wea eeriied by 44 
to 94 votaa. Tbia aignal and nnexpeetod defart (art up toe bank of 
the Home Member end he forthwith withdraw toe other three propocela 
aim. More then one lakh and tweu^'gve thonaaiid rupeea were thua 
•eved. A few motiona for redoetiuii or omiaaiou amountuig to about 
B. 10.000/ wore hooeptod far tioverument in oonneetioii with Kegirtrera 
to Hiatrirt eourto and appcdiitmeut of a Reaideitt Magiatrato in Kind. 
The Ketionalirt Barty had proponed many more euta and bad tbay bean 
tanried. an reduotow would have been made far the Couneil. 

hut after tUSSm diviwou reaultiog in Uovemment'e defeat, the Hon. 
hi'’ ^^Bna^BSlB his inOueuM to bring back toe neii*Bntomiu votea 
tv toe eido^PiS^ 

Two toofo inekierts roguire notice. Mr. Nanman adied for teava to 
rntrodiwei a m o tt on of adjouniment to ooneider a matter of orgert 
("■hlio faqiortnaee, vis., the oonduet of eertein olliefab fa eaawwafag voMe. 
i*'- Bagrwwid took ofaee^ to leave being grartad and thirty memtona 
S* hafag pNui^ to do ao, loave waa deelared not gnrtod. Htir 
Bmhmtae tidod witli too Govt ood opprtad toe NatfauaUrtn. Tho aoeoud 

too IffaM 00 ^ too naPrtiiken of Bombay on tort day. 

<fa MAHCH 8to Mr. O. a Pndbon propoaod Ua mrtfaa to raduM 


fit 



BOUttAY 

by tbret hkht tbe Mil dmuid lor Jails and Cowviot SetHemflniB, 
Interiilitfig spe«cli6i w«r» dilitarid by Meam* SbivadaaaiHt l^vlaakar, 
Omd*!* Swami Naimyan and tba treatmaol of poHMI yriaoiiar» 
savaraly orHadaed In tha division it was lost by fi aiyMiiiat 45 votes. 
Tbraa big esta amoanlang to mora tban one bJcb oonoavniBg demands 
lor oonveyaiioe allowariae to Daynty fkperiiitaiidanta of Bolioe atid for 
apeeiai Mounted Poliee ware aaocawluily effietod by tba Nationalist 
^rty, twice by clear majority and once by tba easting vote of 
ths President. One more cut of Ks. WMQl in eonnaetion witb 
the prqyision of special Primary Schools for the obiMren of Police wm 
accepted by Govt. Still another out of half a lakh horn the lakh of nii)efls 
provided for additional police iti Bm'sad Taluka was aeoepted by the 
Oovoriimetit. Mr. Shivadasaui proposed that the whole item of detective 
police on railways should be omitted and an exeellent ease was made 
out by the mover, Messrs Jaykar, Pahaljani, Soman and others, !>ut 
the iion*Brahmins voted with Government and turned the scale a^aiiMt 
the nationalists. 

On Monday the 10th MARCH Mr. Nariman's motion for reduirtionof 
the demand for 44 European Sergeants was first taken up. He complaiiHMf 
that whereas educated and graduate Lidian Suh^rnsfeotors startcfl dm 
R s. 125A, the European Sergeants who are uneducated and rccrnit^'d 
from discharged army-men started on Rs. 200/- and quickly to 
Inspeotors and higher posts. Mr. Kothari then put forth his pmpD.sai 
to reduce by thirty lakhs the total demand of the Police Dcpartincnr. 
Messni. Kothari, Nariman, Dadubhai Desai, G. I. Patel strongly con 
domried the policy of Goveriimoiit But in the end the proposal was lost. 

The to^ demand under the heads Administration of Justice, Jails aixl 
Police minus the cuts, was then put and carried by a miQorify. 

The Hon. Mr. C. Jehangir then presented the demand for Botnhay 
Development Schemes for Rs. 2,54,69,000. Mr. I.alii Narayanji iiuvcd 
for a reduction of the whole demand by 2 crores. 

For two hours the debate went on. Mr. Lalji tore the mask over the 
aobemes of reclamation, housing etc. and criticised in a masterful niaiiitci 
the policy of Government Prof. Swami Narayan, in his forceful way. 
condemned the Development policy ; Mr. Jaykar suggested piaetioat way^ 
to stop this huge but uaeless expenditure; Messrs. Dadub^i Des^ii hm! 
O. 1. iMel too added their voices to the chorus of ootidomnatioti aid 
Mr, Nariman in his wonted humorous and pointed speech ridiculed the 
policy of the Government Mr. FabaUani was sedately harsh on the 1 
lopment sehemea, Sir Lawless Hepper, the Director of Devdopment U)uk 
the Council throui^ a volume of figures of expemUture whilh few < 0111(1 
understand. Re then imputed motives of Wasted' intoM' to the 
opposen wltioh were highly resented, Mr. Nariman throwing b^ the rdort 
that it was the ''vested interest of fat salary that prompted Bir Uwl€»((( 
to iuppeat the scheme. Mr LaQi Narayaiui— 

in reply to the debate, refened to tbc remarks of the Director of 
and (idd his phe lattcr*s) attack was that of a man who hotl a weak cose. Itu^ 
mmber for Imlian UerehoutH' Chamber did not want to xhirk iho 
It was mV a c^aige against him a one, but also aga nst the coiisiitttenoy ii * 
reprtnseutcfi, the Indian Merdiaotb Chamber. That Clvunber Imd tkiue a * 

in opposing the schane when the hi si of it was conotMved, The 'ate thneru * 
iMOde a pnbbc spTCoh la which he said lie wobW oaastituic an Advi ory 



H OH BDocmT gr*ni$ 4^0 

» mM tto the AtMMiry Vmm\u«e m^\ h-iW hs*- 

• IWt ^ ^ *'** twy tlWM the I'hBOilwr** oi^liQiiiiioii 

belftted. wew <itty vcit«l mtiMVMB beliiivt hi* 

«l>Mwitioa, TBe l>if«6tor of Dm.opment It^l not iM>|n»)iit«(l timi«tt-tf wnh tli« wh<>«^ 
of tl»' oo«t|»ay he hm\ AMn(h!it The t^ker hml uo iotemtt vrh)it 4 rv<'r 
IB H, The whoe looney wbb f«KB the com^^ptimt of it W 4 « m Kiuf enit 

U ho«l been oonoehroil by no ex-mmW of the itoveituxi^ii^ of H >mhBv, ami uoxt 
ftuM B direct attock wa« nukde, upon the npeakcr, he might a» \wn give hin nam * 
Sir CiBUile Hil*. That cx-member bml tioiu a recommemlaiory letter to him, hut h** 
{ififi not pn< n wiig’e iaithing in that concern. It wan a iteriouw matu*i aa an 
otiloef of the Oowriiwmit liatl com* foraani atil ttUaefewl a lo^iiher of lU? How'** 
ivitboat mleqnaUT infonumion. He waa prepami to ^taml belo e thi» \t th* 

Hoaec woo'd try him, U waa only becauM: lie Uapp^Munl to be a frieiul of S r 
( iautie Hill that at hw rei|tteh!. he (tlio sp>aker) e^iiuu usl lo join tin* lloartl witlKur. 
any fiiiancial inleirat* He ri*feri\*<| to the Hubuilian nehnae ami strong y tlepreoiat •«! 
life Otivemment'a acxiiiihitiOA of land in comp:4irioM wUh private a>?i*M*’V. Uovernmeir 
ttfut. no oonimcTcial l>o»ly, and tliey were not jaht-iltetl in undeilAking a»»y ouuitmM'O al 
etiterpriae. 


it was aaked that if a private agency oouM Huo^eiNl, why not the t lover une'iit t 
brt I be new Governor make an eiii|uity into the who'e MihjiM^t and find out. whetiutr 
With ila' Ma'ariea now |ia1d to offic4‘Mi ntul %vjth ihc |irei»t*ni level of eHtnh’ihlmieitt 
eb&rgfn they could expect to make pro'ir. liin the Diret,* or or any OflimM' of the 
«K|Mrtment prove whether ttie scheme wan now a cviinmereiat ptii{ioititiotn Kven the 
\>y/H*iateil (Jiambcr of ("oinmerce Haul iluit the ilovernm^ni Hhoull not eomp.'te with 
private agency. Wafc it fair for Ooveriimem to take ehaiiee and liitk the iVMiUiOf 
of the l^idency I 

Finally Mr. L. Naraittji contciuieil that whcit there wim the Ihihlii? Work* 
ItflMirtinrut, tliere ought not to be u He^mraie eHtah'lahtiumt for dev<*!(»pmetit workH. 
He put in a fttrong p'ea for making over ih<* I) wtt'opoioii lleparMuent hi lh^ 
Traii»iferre<l ha*f of the ( lovemmeiit. 


After the Development memlrer had replied atid offered a nut of 

K«. 30 lakhs the Aineiidfiiciit was ptit and defeated l>y fii 

agdiimt 31. 

Tuesday the 1 1th MAKCH was the last dty alloted tu the discusHioii of 
the budget. Alter the Development demand was carried hy a majority, the 
Hon. Mr. Jehangir prosontod the demand under Irngatioii for R«. 3,e7.000 
which was voted. The most remarkable aohiovement of the day was the 
oinisaioti of the provision of Ks. 10,000/ under the Director of Infoima- 
bon. Like the Empire Exhibition this too was n iKunt of hoiumr with 
the Ooverument hs the Depaitment was mischievous fiom the view- 
iKiint of the people. Messrs. Deo, Kothari, Josht and others pmvivr 
the (utility of the office ; while the Oovt side attempted to dofer^ the 

Director. But in the division the mt^ion was carried by 44 to 13 vote*. 

Mr. Hayward tried to have a second division. Imt the JhtJsidewt niled 
him out of order and the result was received with cheers on the pophltr 
ikle. It being past five iu the e veiling, General Administratioii and 
*^ther impoHsmt departments went undiscussed and the total demands 
iSmaM simply with ’Ayes' or ’Noes' without any discussion. 
h niattsr of fast General' Administtation is one of the departments 
^hero the pruning knife should have been applied. Bnt jis a {lolicy 
H was kept the Is^ in dlscuiuiioii. 

On MABCH 12th the Council met lo lormider the svipplonieiiiary 
^«*nimtes. At qiicstioirtime the Mon. Mr. Jadhav was severely heckh'd 
the Sathe^Paranjpyc scheme of piy to 1 hi many temhers l>y Messrs. Patel, 
‘hiykar, Josbi, Narimain Mehta sii*d otbers. 'I hen leave was giaittcxl 
’• the House to Mr. Addyman to move his motion of myouimcni to 



^6 

<* 0 Dfid«r the ikutlaoti «riiiiig <mt of tlie MiBnlvOce* A few nmi'tontitr 
ver»Ml •u|»pl«iiieiitaiy gnnto wore mode wdliofttt diwoMloii dr divisioii 
or.d at 4 tbe House proceeded to take op the adfoumnieDt motioii 
Mr. K. F. Nsnman h»A ako asked for leaTC to diacms the firinjr 
by tile poBoe upon the crowd and the situatiOQ created tmt of it and 
Mr. 8. K. Bole (nominated) to diaeuas the aerious strike situatioti. 
mlieationof Hr. Addyman being the iinit was put to tiie House. The 
Borne Member formally cbjeoted suggesting that the leoTe and discussioti 
be p<^poned pending the consideration of the report of the Enquin 
Commit^ which had just been published. The House however gave 
permission. Mr. Wadia of the Bombay Mill-owners Association perha|)fi for 
the first time put in his appearance and explained the Mill-owners' position. 
Mr. Jaykar criticised the report of the Bonus Enquiry Committee and al)^> 
proved how firing was uncalled for. Mr. Haptista opened his }i]>t; to 
make out a strong case for the labourers. Mr. Govatdbandas IW! 

I ariated his experience of the Abmedabad strike. Mr. Bole who ought t^ 
have been tbe first in. the field to move the motion stammered for a fe\i 
iniimtes and stalled off with profuse thanks to H. E. the Governor fot 
taking steim to ei d the strike without mentioning of course w hat detiniir 
steps he had taken. Two hours ^owed by law for motion of adiounm.ci t 
were almost over; closure was demanded but not accepted by the Presuiri t 
and finally the motion was talked out. The only effect was that the \H)\k\ 
of tbe Govt, towards the strikct the firing on the previous Friday, were 
reviewed aid the intention of the speakei's was to a certain 
fulfilled. 

MABCH 13th was a diy and dull day for the Counci). 
of the sup]den:eiitary grants were easily and without much discut^siot* 
planted by the Council. Only the piovisioii for pait payment ui v. 
t inkling giant to the Bishop’s High Schooli Foouai of Bb« h0,03(> ■ 
hucceiiifully reduced to Ks. 25,000/-. Fiof. Swami Naraysn, RatiurMin 
Ahmed, Karin an, Jaykar spoke agaiiist the grant. Ibe Hon') ! ' 
Mr. Jadhav moved for Its. lakhs for the Victoria Juhiicr 

Technical Institute which was voted after Mr. Fahabani’s motion 
a cut of 80,000 had been defeated. Then the Appropriation Kcpoit 
with the proceedings of the Fublic Accounts Committee for 
was laid before the Council* The occasion was well utiliscel by tl>*' 
Council, esiKoially by Messrs. LiJji Karayanji, Pahaljani, Dadulhai 
Hesai, Swumi Karayain ISaptarshi to criticise tbe loan and tb** 
appropriation policy of tbe Council. Ultimately the report was inl<>i»t*v). 
The Hon. Mr. HidayatuUah then moved the first reading of the Hill 
amend further the Bombay Town Planning Act Itflfi. Messi's. I’e** 
Choudhari. Jaykar oppos^ the first reading on the ground that tin' 

bill was altqgether uncalled lor. Thus, the first reading was rciccteJ, 

On HAHCll 14th. the President read a message of thanlt.'^ t‘* 
the CoumBl item the Secretary of tiie Prime Minister. 

The Hen. Sir M. Haywaid then moved the first reading of thf' 

Kll to amend the Bombay Public Conveyance Act giving greater (towei- 

ol control to the police. The BiU was read , a second and a third tin *' 
lu.d was paiaedi^ 

The Hon. Iilr. Bidayatullah moved the first reading of the hill 
Mmerd the Bombay Village Pancbayal Act 1920, which was ititei dc<f 



'RESOUJTIONS ■ ' 

pn^id6 duriug any vacancy thcmn. 

TIm and a tnird time waa paaaed* 

inii of noiroiRcUi reftolutioiii and the Houte uuinifeitedt 

aa mtfia0f09- atnaadho* Mr. Phlu^jaiii thm propoied his resolutioii ebout 
itwoiQAiifiiNi ofdett piSMriby Govaniihetitt^ the fees end 

rheisiilivM ont-doar pettenlB at dispeiiseriee end hospttels* 

in e weDr'ieamied eud eonrineing speech. Mr. Tlioim, ^Secretery (o Gov* 
eroM&ti lewerked thet. the fees were levied from an iiisignificent percentage 
of pec^ite* timl no compleints against them were received from people, and that 
at any rale the tnedioal department must be selHupporting. Mr Gfovardhati’ 
flas raid of Ahmedabad* however, replied effectively citing from personal 
experience the harshness and the indifference of the medical nutborities. 
Or. Mehta pi Surat narrated his experience : Mr. RaHuddin Ahmed 
und Khan Saheb Mansuri opposed Government in the matter Alter 
flivisioD the resolution was declared carried with 47 against 35 votes ; all 
the nomBrahnmns voting with the Nationalists. 

The second resolution was about cancelling the thicc protected cotton 
divtaons ol Surat district and make it into one whole and was moved by 
Mr. Shivadasani. He pointed out that the division was unnatural, that 
it operated harshly on cultivatorsi the Cotton Committee had not recotnmeiidod 
such a division, and that the vivisection oofidueed to the benefits ol the 
niilbowners and I4atica8hire merchants. Mr* iHidubhai Ik^sai supported 
him. In this too. the non-Brahmins cooperated with the Nationalists 
and a second time Government was defeated with 41 against 37 votes* 

On MARCH 10th Mr. R. G. Pradhan moved:— 

^ This Council recommends to the Uovemordnd^'oimcil that a mixeit cmninittee ol' 
officials and non-officials with a non-offi<7iai majority be nppointeit to cotitider^he 
t^urnkm of bringing the process of revising the latul revenue aiacsfinients umler c^ctuiv 
rpgolstion by statute, as recommended by tlie .Icdnt Committee apia»{nted to consider 
rite Qovefiuiieat of India Bill, ISlif, ami to report on the nature amt form of tlw l«gii!atioir 
tliat should be umlertaken towards that eiaU** 


To this Mr. Badubhai Desai proposed amendments, one to have an 
elected committee with non*offioial migority arid the other to suspend land 
sisessments. Mr. P. G. Joshi mov^ his rider to suspend new increased 
rates aip^^ Mr. Haptamhi further suggested a timedimit ol full one year 
for tbMnmmittee and Mr. Pahaliani combined all these scattered amend* 
amenta |Rp one big amendment. Almost the whole day was taken up by 
the diieiaMion. Mr. R. 6. Pradhan narrated the history of the land 
asseasmeot Hon. Mr. Mehta accepted the principle of Committee but 
pleaded not to force the other amendments. Ultimately Mr. fVihaUania 
amendment was adopted by the House by 46 to 36 votes and it also waa 
leased ae the eubetantive proposition. 

Mr. O. £L Pradhan than moved 

**That this Council eecoainifncls to tiic Oovernmem that the scale of psy sag- 
by the fleii'ble Messrs. Bathe anil Paraiijpye for teachers in tim primary 
•chools in the ie|ort of the Committee spi>oittteil to advise Oovernmmt in Iho 
•oattrr of icvisioD of their talaries, be brought into fores imnieitiatcly and that the 
^racheis aming in the Island of Balsstte, Kalyan and Bassefn towns should get an 
^w^wance of 30 per oent. of their salaries owing to the demeth of living in thosei 

At diia atage the Coimoil adjourned 

Oo MARCH 17th dieouaeioti wae resumed on Mr. G. & Priuttuan’e 
'^aohiiion morad on die 16th. about immediately bringinf iiito 

w 



opWrtioD tie SatlirPan%pe edieme for Pritaur tnMeii iad Oho ehoiit 
firfog SO*/* loeof dloenKMeto tea^eteia SOhiiHio ud Kihnu 

tod towiM. Mr^ SiiifdMoti propoyed aii amoadiieiii to omit the 

IM oOowanee ehne erUdi Mr. G. E Predhao rsi^ ompted. tritb 
lie oljeot o( dmplifriifg tie hene to one (teoneatt deSidte point 
Mr. Tnoaite nude • Intter apeeei end pontded iriti eieet lonKioweof 
dgnm end alao broi^fat forth tiw argameld of aOpiilr e^ denend of 
t^en. Mr. Deo bOoeme engrp with Mr. IliOmae and ehdfooged him 
to eajr whether he wae prepared to apply the mm prindple to ad other 
hig ottoen of the Government On behalf of the Natfooaliete Mune Jaykar, 
Bhopathar. Mavlaokari Swami Naiayan and olien nude feeling appeal 
for the improvement of fie lot of teaohete. An amendment was proposed 
Iqr Mr A. N Surve wifi the obiect of shelving die question. It proposed 
to adjourn the oonsideration of tie queedon and in tie meantime to 
appoint a oommittea to oonaider die preotifebility etc. of the aoheme. After 
the Hon. Mr. Jadhav had spoken agaiost the motion, the amendmeut was 
passed by 4S to 40 votes and it was also aooepted as the cubststitiys 
propositioii. 

Mr. G. 1. Patel then moved 

*VThi« Council i‘pc6iiinicnf}s tiiat ndeqiuit^ r/tmifenaation bn given to thoM ppnMiiie 
♦IP thcjir relative* who have nallereil injorie* to life anct projiepfcy at the hfin<lA .tf 
♦lacoitM within recent time* in Bornad and Anand talukat.*' 

Mr. He H i^iba movod ati amendment for the anbetitution oi 
the woitls “the families of those informants*’ for “those persons *or 
their relatives)/’ The mover accepted the amendment 

The resoltition as amended was carried. 

Mr. V. R. Kothari next moved:-* 

Thin Council nicommeml* to the Oovernor-in-Cuoncil that the revi*it»u -urN.y 
•sttiemeni rcocnlly Inirmlucctl in Haugola taluha be witbfimwti. 

On MARCH 16th Mr. Kotbari’s resolution about withdrawing Hevisiuii 
Survey Settlement in Saugola Taluka was taken up and it was further 
supported by Messrs. Dadubhai Desai, P. G. Josbir Swami Naiayan. 
Oovardhaii I^s Patel. The Hon. Mr. Mehta> Revenue Member^ eiideavouretl 
to defend Qovornment’s case, but Mr. Kothari suddenly silenced him 
by telling to his face that he know nothing of the Talului. The 
resolution was carried with 37 to 29 votes. ^ 

Mr. W. S. Mukdum did not move the resolution of which he had 
given iiotioo recommending the withdrawal of the Government of Ikniday 
from all ifaitioiiHition in the Empire Exhibitioov nor did Mr. ].alji Narai ji 
who had also a similar motiou. and both gave the reason that their 
purpose was served as the grant of the demand in that ootiacotioti 
had already been thrown , out by Uie Council. 

Mr. V. A. I>abholkar moved :*» 

That this Ocaaoil rcecmiiiendB to the OoveruordU'Cooiicit that the iMbUlifV '*1 
^ l’K«fiitiMqr 1llCitmle^ otket dun the Chief hrmiileiicy Uwiwnti-, be iti«l 

H» roadiMfod Gw Couiwil GmtGiay had noently voted for the increwe 
of Gw (Ginfoi of Gw judgM of Gie Small CansM CSoort. and mki tbit 
ae ooodiGoni of aetaotkm and ao nsponaifaiBGes of aa doGw of Iftl* 
tbb SmaO O^NO Court Judga. and Pnaid(ncy MagiatratM were tka 
aHUk After aWna diawmion Gw laadution was ouriad ^ Mvotaetor.!| 
aa Swnnjyiiti tnkfog no part in aa voGiig. 



REsoLurioxfi;' ■.'4*^ 

flH* l«ie <lofVfiO'«iii4*oiiiieii tbm tlt« Aei N\k XUI *jC 

iSflli Jwi AtA to iw i i l ff tttoylrton liar IIm iMtlor UKAAtgraMiit of W«kf luofieny lu^l 
for «Mnrft% ^ iMKSftSilt .ond • lOiUeotioii <j€ proper iicccittni« in woftcct ^ iMtch |*r,i. 
|M*itie») bD AMMle opfSioniile to tlie Fraikieticjr of fionibnjr. 

The molatiot} wet carried uoatiimously. 

Mr. I^^din Ahmed moved :-- 

Tliif i'cancn leconiKiriiili to tiie OoTemineiir ihnt all preoK 

A’hieii at present arifr trans^ateil ami putiikbfkl m ttnr llombiiy Qt>v«*riinietit 
in Mabfatlti, Ocjaratl, Kaiiaf(e«e amt Slmlbi lihou'tl a'so he transateil aii*l pnh li^hcsl 
in fh * Bombay Ocwmment Oaiette in Tnlu for the bemMit of the ri^lu Mfieakifit; 
{^m’aiion of the PreeMlency. 

Several Midiomedaii members supported the motion vrhieh wan earrieil* 

The Hiakor of Kerwada moved : 

i^>llne^ rc€ommetkl»» to lii^ Kxeelten<*y tlitf (lovK^rnor jii.i'ouncit to apptint 
oouimtUee of official and non-offlctal miMobefs of tlaim Ooun^ll to cmquire into sh«.* 
.{Utv'fon wberber tiie enhaaciement of the Jams payable by tlie UluluUrv of 
Abinedabad effecteil by the last reviHioti whieli amoutiU to ti)oi\‘ tlkan ICO p^n* cem. 
luiA lieen just anil ecinltable and if u«^«^asary u* uinl iiMmnii fo. a 

eiittiinb'e eettlement thereof. 

OiJ MARCH 19th the Couiiotl met in great animation over the 
anticipated debate on M. Haerat Mohatii and Mr. Horni man which wa^i 
tabled for the day. The galleries wore packed up. 

The Thakor of Kerwada s resolution was supported by the Thakor of 
Aniod, Messrs. Mavlaiikar, Swami Narayait, Sahebai .Taykar, ami the lion. 
Mr. Mehta promised the Committee if the Talukdars were also preparetl 
io include in the terms of raferefice the relations between the Talukdars 
and the tenants. The resolutiom however, was lost by one vote only. 

Release of Hasrat Mohaiii 

^fr. rooi^bhai Tbakersey then movet] bis rejfolutioti almut the 
immediate and unoondttiottal release of Moulans Hasrat Mohsni ; — 
'Iliis Coancil recsoromends tti the Governor in (^/ounoil that llasrat 
Mohaiii be released immediately and unconditionally. This being a 
oontmuiial question all the Mahomedans were uncommonly keen. Rut the 
Nationalists did not limit their viewpoint thus but Imrked upon th-' 
Moulana’s release as a national (|uestiori. Most* of the MahOiiierians 
entreated Government and liegged of them to release him. and Messrs, 
•laykar. Welkar, Baptista, Bhopatkar demanded ht« release as a matf.or of 
right ami not as a favour. The Hon. Mr. Hayward's tone was surprisiiqfly 
f^jiidliatory and mild and in the end (iovernment accept<ed the reoom- 
nmndatiou. An important point of order was raised hy Mr. Hayward 
it»temiptiiig Mr. Baptista who was pronouncing on the jud;$mei}t of the 
lower court of 2 years’ imprisonment awarded to Mr. Mohaiii which 
fhe High Court reduced to 6 months only. Mr. Hayward wanted ^to 
^^hield the magistrate who» Mr. Baptista said, hid awarded the heavier 
punishment on political grounds. The President ov 'r ruled .Mr. Hayward 
*«*d upheld the right of the House for the fair comments of Mr. Baptista. 

Ban on Horniman 

Mr. Kartman then proposed his resolution for Mr. Horniman's return 
»» follows 'This Council recommends to the Govenior-iti''Couiicil to remove 
the ban igaifi^ the entry of Mr. Benjamin Guy Horniman aoio Ipdia» 
Oovaidhaodas Patel, Maviankar, Gunjal, Hongarning Palil» 
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Jaylkar «poke in suppott of it. The Hon. Hr. Howard was wiU with 
rage at the reiolutioD and apoke for half an hour eondemniit- 
Mr. Homiman, raking np hie paat and covering him with all abaae Mind hl< 
liaek. The matter, he maantahied, reated entirely with the Pawport oCScers 
ard that there waa nothing political in Hr. Honmnaii'f detention in 
England. Mr. Addyman on behalf of the Enrop^ Community diaowned 
him and said that there was not one member of his community who desireri 
Mr. Homimaii’s return. Mr. Jayakar objected to the Home Member s vile 
attacks when Mr. Homiman was not there to reply. Other members to<ik 
strong objection to such cowardly attacks. The debate continued till the next 
day, March 30th. The Government had by this time won over 
Mahomedan members, and especially the Home Member's conciliatory ton^ 
oil tbo previous day*s debate on Hasrat Mobani had done the trick. Ii. 
vain did the Natioualtsts try to influence the Mahomedan and non 
Brahmin section to vote with them, in the end the resolntion 
defeated by 37 against 43 votes. The thirty-seven votes contained all 
the Swarajists and all the Independents. 

After recess . the Council proceeded, at the reciuest of Hoiri>U 
Mr. Mehta, to the election of three representativas of the Couitcil uu 
the Advisory Committee for the B. B. and C. 1 Ry., the G. I. 
and the M. S. M. Ry. Two resolutions were then hurriedly tossed iud 
accepted by the Goveniment 

Mr. M. K. Dixit moved “that this Council rccommendft to 
Ciovemmeiit that the remaining period of sutorsessioii of the Sunif 
Municiimlity lie remitted and that the Municipality }>e restored to 
lieople of Surat forthwith." 

The resolution was oanied. 

Mr. N. E. Navle, moved tliat “this Council recommends to tli' 
Governoriii'Council that a mixed committee of official and iioirr>ihciH} 
members of this Council, with a non^official majority, be appointed N 
consider the most suitable method or methods of fixing' the aniia 
valuation of crops.*' 

The Hon. Mr. C. V. Mehta (Revenue Member) on behalf oi tii' 
Government^ accepted the resolution. 

The resolution was carried. 

The Preaident then lead the order of H. E. the Governor proro 
suing the Counol. 



'of tHe Council. 



PBIillDIMTi The Boa'Me Mr. MiehMl K«m«. 

- MnunMi The Hoa'Ue Bei RaiMhMr Ball, 

The Heii'Me Uaot. Ksweb MthutMt Ahaad Se'M Kheo. 

iiriti* Hr. ti P. O^DooaHi Mtmktt CliMdliri JMWMi Blugh, 

HM’ HflbMMd All UtluMittMl Cbftidhrl Shtotftj Smgh. 

Kbrnn. Ktet BftbAiHir, Pa«) I NMi»k ('hAnd. Uli Habt Ul. 

Hr 0. lAAbrrt. Mr, B. Ae H. HIadi. tbakor Rt) Kawtr dmgh. 

KaanAr Jtfdirb PriMd. Qabo ftlogAv UK Toakar Uktbml P«jl dmgb, 

Mr 0. B. P. Httife Hr. A. 0. Verrieier. fUi Baha'lnr lUba Kaiii NaUi Hbargafa. 

Mr! 0. K D. Pater*, Mr, J. B. W. Beanett. It«i Sabib llneibi Anhe Preaad. 

Mr! B.' B. Pfe»Attll«* Mr, B, Bare. Rai Babarfni Pandit Knaragja Miara. 

Mr. W. 8 . Cattelr. Mr, A. 0. P. Pnliatie Haja Sorja Pal Htngh. Ula Dbakan UK 

Mr! H, 0. BIHron, Mr. A. D. Aahdown. Babn Nami Maran, t'hatt< bri Badaa Btagh. 

l/to».-Col. R. F. Balid. Mr. 0. Clatka. Gbaudhrl »ardaf Biagb. Thakor Badbo Miagb. 
Mr, A M, kaeka&f^a Mr. H. Daftd. Pandit Rrlioandan Pratad Hlira. 

luia Uahanniad E*Jaa Baiiil Kban. Paudit Rbagwat Haiajran Hbargata, 

lUkia Brlj Karajan Bahadar, Rai. Paadlt dbaaol Ut Paodf, 

Mr. H. t*e Cetangir. Babn Khtm Cbaod. Thakor Bar Pranad Stngb. 

Pandit Qoftnd Babai Bbarma. Thakor Ri^ihava Chandra 81ogb» Ohaiidbf*. 

habo Karajan Praiad Arora. Lifot. Rajia Dorga Nerajan Singh. 

Uaba Mohan Lai Saktena. Lii^ur. Uaja Hokta Ti j Praiap Bingb, , 

Sabo Damedat Dae. Thakor Moll Singh. Ral Babador t't. Balbhadra PraM tCjiiarl. 
lUi Bahadar Lala Sita Barn. Paodtt dn Kriahaa Putt PaltaNW, ' 

U. P. Legislative Council 
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Habo Rhagwaii Babai Bedar, I Rabo Par»U)b Narajiin Aoad. 

i uakor Manjit Singh Itatbor. I Pandit Vaioa Karayati, U|»a« 1 hja. 

.7od'U, Cbaodbri Balwant Slogb. I Pandit Ua^i Raaij*. M>. Narajan R 7 . 

Kai Jthgdiib Praiad Sahib, I Ra)a Sri Kriihna Uott Dub<*. 

TUkor Hannman Bingb. Dr. M. N. Aniari. Dr. Zia^od-din Alimad. 11. Htdajat Hnialu 
2a4-Lt. Sabibatda Rati Pratap Karajan Mr Ma«od *02 Zanuan. Kawabsida M. Yotnf 
iliogh, Rat Babador. ' Kban Babador Shah Badre A lam. 

L« 3 a Indrajii Pratap Bahadar Sabi. Kliao Bahatlur Mr. Mabammad limaH. 

Lhaya Hanooiat Fraaad Singh. • Maot. Abdnl Ifaktm. Dr, Sbafaat A, Khan, 

laadit Rai)oaih Mlm Hr. Makaodl Lat. HaijH Mobammatl Aahiq ftuaaiti, 
i andit ilovind Bidabb Pant. Khan BaUalur Maotfl Faiih^ad* Dio. 

I aodit Bar Qofind Pant. Mr. M. A. Said. ' IChau Baba lor MaoK FaaLor* Rahman Khan, 
liabn Ram CbaodfaSinhA : Roan Bahadur Makim Mahbob Alt Khan. 

>U)a H&aokar Babai. Thakor Hokom Singb. : Mr. .\fbiq Huiaiu Mirsa. 

D^ Jai Karan Hath Miira. Kbao iralnb Monihi Suiditi Ahmad. 

lUnwar Rai^ndra Singh. Habo Sita Bam. Qaii Habib Aihral. K. Alaiui .Samad AniarL 
iUi Babador Thakor Maabal Slogb. Lb ot. Shatkh Hbabid Uoiaio. 

Koowar Kritboa Pratap Singh. : Kbao Babador (Cbaodbri Mobammad 

[Jabo BindeahtI Praiad, Ra»bld«-od-Din Aihtaf. 

Jeo^at Sorendra Pratap 8 ab». Mr, 81 . Q«orge H. 8 Jackion. 

Babador Bobo Shankar Daja), i Ua}« Mabandra Man Singh. 

JJt. Mohammad Ztbnr Abmad, ^ Haja Kagbo Pra%ad K. Singh, Rai Rabodor. 

^eal. Zahof*od*dio. Maot. Bhabab«nd*dln. ; Lam Hathoro Praiad, Mohrotra. 

^ Abdol Hameort Kbao. ’ Raji Sbambho Dajal. Dr. Oanoib Praiad. 

L^ el. Kaorabdamebed All ICban. j Lt«oi. Shaikh Imtiat lUiol Kbao. 

Kbao Babador Knnwar Inojat All Kbon. | Tbabor Jagonnotb Bakb*li Stogh, 

^ M Obandbofi Amir Haiaa Kbao* \ gir ThoniM Smith at. Mr. T. Oatln detea 
Hiolfl Obabiol fiabman Kbao, i Bai Babador Baba Vikramel*t Singb. 





Chief Event s — U, P. 


V J»n *24 Council opened by Qovernor. 

23 Jan 24 Motion <>( *No-cootidence' oti Mitlieters declared withdrawn, 

29 Jan 24 Non-official Ueeolntiont on the eftablitbment of an rnircranj tt 

Agra aiui liietrict Adeieorj Connoite iiaeeed. 

31 Jan *24 Official BiUi introduced an^l lapplementarj demanda 

*26 Keb’ 24 Budget Preaeniftl. 

27 Keb 24 Non-official lleiolutions diacnaseii on thm and the following ilay. 

5 Mar 24 Ocncral <liacuMton on the Budget «m tliia and the following day. 

7 Mar 21 Official biila and renolutioitii. 

10 Mar 24 Dmand unriei- Administration of Justice granted. 

11 Mar 24 Demands uiuier Kxcise, Misccltaneous and Kducation tuinctioufd tisr 

reduc.ion. 

12 Mar 24 Demanil otuier General Adniinistration grant<Hl. 

15 Mar 24 Demands under l*<tlioe, Medical ami Public Health voted. 

17 Mar 24 Demand under lAod ilevcnue voted after salisfantial riiduction. 

27 Mar 24 Out of three official Bills introiluciHl two defeatcii and one 

2 Apr 24 Ml. Uisra's Keio ulion urging Government u> furnish the f ’lniutvi 

with informations as to the fate of the resolniions pas^i i;i 
I’ouiidl caiTittl in face of strong Oovemmciit opjiositioii, 

3 Apr 24 UcHolution on t'ompulsory I'rimary Kducation )>aB8ed. 

4 Apr 24 Itiierpel]ationi»--Sui>pif]ncntary demands piesenicd and votcil -iinr ii‘ ii 

official u’feoution for the establishment of an Ayur^r.]/* iTui 
Tnani (’o:!ev’«* psnswl— Council Prorogu#s|. 



f U. P. Legbiative Councii 

^ Ar* d tin mw U. P. Couueil oomowwMd on Juiunry 

tith fid tli» Cooneu Hall at Luexiiow whan membeni took tho oath of 
allegiaiM and oomtpiod thair aaata ITeit dbr, JAHHJARV Pth» the 
Cottoetl waa loniially opaoad by HU fimBanoy tha Oovanior» Sir 
^'illiaai Manm who niada a short spsaeh walac^iig the members to 
the Sod Refmrmad Council. Ha protested that the Kafonos ware m 
shsm» that ha realised ita reality and held forth the hope that if the 
uew mmhaii would oarry along in a reasonable and conetitutional 
manner there was oothiiig to prevent further progiess. The psiAtio s^* 
Ifovemmaiiti he Mid, lay along the constitutional track and he claimed 
for tha Sarvioas, to which ha himself belonged, sii honest sttempt to be 
Uithfn! to tha Reforms and to the new order that it hsd hieught forth t 

The address being over His Excellency left the Chaml^r and tile 
biwiness of the Council then began. The first item on the agenda WM 
the election of the deputy-President of the Council* Igda Site Rsm 
proposed Rai Bahadnr Kharagjit Misra who was then unanimousty eleetod. 
A panel .of Chairman whs then nominated the President and membra 
were then proposed and eleeted to the various committees of the House* 
The Finaiiee Member then moved a resolution recording their deep 
sense of regret at the untimely death of the Isle Raia Permatiattdi an 
cirMiiiister, which was passed by the House, all stondtng. Ihe Cemnetf 
then adioumed til] the 38th. 

On JANUARY 2Sth the Council met with a fairly large attendance of 
members which was dne to a **No<^onfidence'* motion being on the 
agenda. At question time Mr. Miikundilal, Swaraiist, asked a questhm 
erupiiring if Pt. Jagadamba Prosad MUra» a N-C-0 prisoner in tim 
fieijsres Jail, was made to drive an oO'mill being yoked to it like a 
bnll^k to which the Rome Memljer. the Hon. Rais of Mahmt^bscl^ 
replM in the affirmative. Asked if the Govt approved of this form 
of jail labour, the reply was in the affirmative. (Ihis matter was rsb^ 
itt the House of Commons on 0th May but with no remedy). 

The resolutions placed on the agenda were oonstdered next ami 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fasihudditi of Bsfkatn then moved the following 
solution: 

*Tliat this Cesacit recoiaiaeii*l» to llm Kxi)ri:«ncy Ui« tl4»vM:uor*in*<'ottticil lo 
to the Qoveraiucnt of India tliat thr trim of the IajmI reveiitte Artiisment 
Idling Ibl^exftCiiig term of the dlwiicts of the Caiterl Provinors »bouhl Im; rs- 
01 to 50 yean instesil of SO yeom m it pwsent/ 

In ipir of an aasuimnoe given by the Ffnanoe Member that the 
inatter edll be enquired into by a committee, the Khan Bahadur with* 
drew hit motion with the leave of the Council. 

The No*Coiifideaoe Motion 

The next resolution on the agenda was that of Thskur Maidit 
Bkthor feoommending to His EarosUeney the Governor that the 
PM Mfaisteie in ehaige of the Translened Dapaitments shoold vaeM 

offiee on the ground that they did not possasa the oonAdimie of the 
i ouncit When Tfaakor Maigst Singh was ealbd upon to move his resolntton 
60 
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be laid that aiiice a umilar resolute waa iilaead for diaeiiaiioii at the 
next day’a meeting be did not piopoee to move it that day. 

The Pirnddent thereupoii deelared that tbe reaolotion waa withdrawn 
and aa five auoeeeding reaohitiotia were to tbe same effeot* tbe bi^nes< 
of tbe Ckmnoil waa much diorteaed. 

Prineiptea of la^nd Bevenue Aaaeaaaeiita 
Bai Bahadur Thakur Maahal Singh then moved the following reaolution; 

*Tliait this OottncU reoommeads to the (lovemment to take immaitiate stcpii to 
on toe Statute Book tbe BUI laying tiown the principles of land levenue aMcsMiH^uu 
and governing Mettiement procedure which has already been before the SetiJem 
('omniittee apftointed by the Government,* 

The reaolution waa imt to vote and earriecL 

The last item oii the agenda waa Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fasibuddin « 
reaolution pointing certain recommendationa oontaioed in the report 
the Settlement Committee and recommending that they should bo 
regarded at the final decision of the settlement rules. On the Finano? 
Member proroiaing the fullest consideration the resolution vaa withdrawit 
by leave of the Council. The Council then adjourned. 

On JANUARY 29th the No-oonfidenoe resolution a*as again on tb<» 
tbe agenda. Of the questions asked one referred to the ilbtroatmnir 
in jail of Srimati Parbati Devi which Govt, replied was under consider^ 
turn. Interpellations being over the resolutions wei*e considered ncx*. 
The first resolution on the agenda was the one of Babu Ram Chandra 
Siuha embodying the vote of No'ooiifideiice in the present Ministers. 
The member in whose name the resolution stood was absent and 
it not V>eing taken up by any cH^her member, tbe President declared 
that the motion should be considered as withdrawn. The annouiicoment 
was received with a sort of triumph by the Ministerialist honchos di^ 
played by thumping the tables. The immediate result of it was thki 
the disap|X>inted visitors began to move out in large numbers so miFh 
so that the speech which followed on the suooeodiog resolution wa^ 
inaudible for some minutes on account pf the noise caused by the visit<n>. 

The next resolution on the agenda was of Thakur Jaganiiath lUk^h 
Singh rocomineiiding the cousidemtaon of the report of the Settlemc.'tt 
Committee, but the President said that the i*esolution was taken in 
main yesterday and so it could not be taken again. 

Umversity at Agra. 

Next followed the discuuion on the resolution of Dr. Zia'uddm 
Ahmed rooomm ending to the Governor to take oai'Iy stepe to estabiisb 
a University at Agra. The reaolution involved a lengthy debate a:id 
there was hardly aiiy speech against tbe resolution except that 
David moved an ameiuimeut to ^e effect that about 35 lakhs shtHild 
be collected before undertaking the matter in hand : but Mr. l>avids 
aiueudment was disallowed by the President on an obiection by 
Nanak Chand for want of timely notice. The reaolution was |Hit to tho 
vote and dedaied earned amidst applause. 

Distriot AdvMory Councils. 

Tbe resolution which involved some contest was that of Mr. 

Chand urging establishment of distcict advisory oouucils whom 
district ofleer should ordioanly be bound to consult in all iiniK)iis!<i 
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nisttafi witfi view to hringirig the dietnct iidmim<it«r«ttim lu doeer 
t^Hich witih the people end to introduce bettor undereteiidiiig between 
them* After an amendment by Moul. Ka«ib-«idHliitt the reioittlioii wae 
4«eiTied* 

The reeohilioti of Kai liahidiir Hitamni that only exi^eneiioed or 
trained I* C. H. joint maiErigtnitea Hbould ordinarily be pieced in the 
fOMtion of hearing civil appeals wee also oirried. The lion, the Kiuanoe 
Member declared that be was prepared to aocept it. 

Music Schools. 

The last resolution on the agenda was that if Pandit Briinaiidati 
Prasad Misra of Pilibit recommending the establishment of a training 
M'hool of mnsic in some imp(»itant towns. The mover said tint if (Govern 
mcht were willing to arant scholarships to |>crsoiis who wore eiger to 
oUitit training in music he would withdiaw his motion and on the Hon. 
Minister of lUuoatioii’s aesuramM* that he would allow all taoilitice if 
uuhIs permitted the resolution was withdrawn. 

The Council then a<ijoumed at almut 3*30 p. ra. til) the next day. The 
>iwaraii()t members did not take part in the dclileralions on any of 
the resolutions iiikI one of them quoAtioiied during lunch time as to 
what tvas the use of their oomitig to the (^uncil when they sat silont 
«ii(b with reference to the attitude of the (lovernment on the district 
.idvisory council riwolution» thit they would join In voting for the 
rcAoiution and defeat the Qoveriinieiit. 

On JANUAKY 30th after inf er pel latioi is Kii Babidiir Siurain intondcil 
to iiiovo an adjournment of the House in order fii draw at^tention to the 
muIous situation created by the rletiiolition of Horno temples ainl SamatlliU 
it the Alambagh railway station at Lucknow, but. he said, he wan 
thankful to the Ho ii. the Fimuicn Member for having aecepUxi a private 
•jucstioii from him and he put th«* following (piestiim with the permission 
*•! the President 

* the aitemioii of tht^ iUivi«niin<*ut l>rvu ilmsvii to thr pub' it* iii'lignaluMi 

i by llte iloinolitum of uiitl HAmiulhi^ by thv Oudli at«>t lbilijtkitaii<l 

n.\j!way authorities near the AlamViagh rjii’way stution, ? If what aetiuit 

' Ifoveriunmt taken to al'sy this fv’iiig ami ii» «m>p thr <U*s**«:raT*o:» of sacml p a'v*s ' 
Mioveninamt awarr that lliiuio i/mifiMint in the invt/’r wi I not }»r s*^nsli^<l un 
..nmtig trt.ln*r things, the pUie>-» ih’Hio'Wnj»l are lu y at co^t <»f ti»e 

ii iway authorities ami a riglit of way giantr«l to Uw* wor»lhn|M-is ! * 

ITie Hon. Mr. OT>o.uiell replied that the aitentioii i»f the (fovenr 
had been drawn to the matter. The dcmolirion h nl been st^ipfuisl 
‘•d would not proceed fuithor. Moreover, ho fiiither said, the whole 
’natter had been disrusseil with the railway autlniritifts whoso attitude luMf 
j*«^Ti very Tcasoniible. Ho wae glad to aiy that there w.w every prr>s|Mi^i 
fheir amviiig at a settlement satisbictory to all. 

Election of (Vunmittees. 

The business of the. Council was then iwuinml. The itoms on tb^t 
that followed included the election of roetJilKJis to the various eour 
tnittecs, Thakur Maiijeet Singh and Ft. Naiiak ( ’hand, Swariyiats, at. this Uino 
'^shtod the House to fjostponc these electioim in order that the Swarajist* 
joay have time to consider whether they would stai d for the clectious or 
*' 0 t. Their attitude would l>o dooidcil on the reply that th<5y got from the 
of India in the Assembly to the N.aiorml Ih^mand that they hwl 
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fot fotfii. Bat the ttotiona wen Seated and (]» Himee pmeaded with 
jh6 ^ . 

Tli« ratolutioni were eoiwidered next Afor • feottliy debate the 
following reeolutfiop of Pandit Briiiiaiidan Psaaad Mim wae declared 
carried:— 

*That this Coonoii leeommendB to the Gotenunenli lio leuit the reniaiii^ term of 
ImpriMomait of each of tbe iirfioiierB •• are ttill la Jail In eonaeotioa With the formt 
aici doe to laoeadiaiittii in Ktmaim in lesi-ft/ 

Bai Bahadur SitaraDi'a readutkm aakiiig the Govenimeiit to dis- 
continue the practice of previoualy aaoertaioing the opinion of the tryintr 
magiatratea when prooeedinga under aeetion 110. Or.^P. C. were taken 
waa oartied. Tbe Council then aiUoumed. 

JAlNXJhBY Slat waa the offidal day and the agenda inoluded motions 
to introduce BUla to amend the Agra Eatatea Act and the IT. P. Board 
of Bevenue Act Mid the conaideratiMi of demanda for lupidementar)' 
granta in the budget for the ftnaiMnal year 1923*24. 

The Preaid^t intiinaited to the House that the followii^ notice had 
just been handed in by Pandit Briinandan Praaad Miara * I desire to mo\f 
the a^urnment of the House for debating the urgent queation of tb<» 
application of section 144 Cr. P. C., to Bageawar fair in Almoraonth^ 
3rd January/ On enquiry from the Praaideiit Mr. Mura said that tht: 
fair had alr^y ended but tbe order still exiated. Tbe President tborein>oti 
ruled that the queation certainly dui not come under the head ' urKettry 
or ' imiiortance * as the fair had already ended. The motion was not in 
order. It coald» he remarlced« be brought up for diacuasion by an ordinary 
resolution. 

Suppiemeuiarjr 

Tbe supplementary demanda for grants in the financial year 1923 
were then considered. Tbe first auob demand oonaidered was under 
bMd * Excise.’ 

Pandit Nanak Cband who moved for a I Re reduction withdrew h\> 
motion in view of the Mimsters assurance and the demand was voted. 

The next demand considered was for Bs. 10 under the head ‘ Irrigatioj. 
Works* in connection with the turbine pumping scheme at Cawnpur whirh 
supplied water for tbe irrigation of the Memorial Gardensi Queen’s F\'irK 
Circuit House and other Government buildings. 

Pandit Nanak Cband moved for the omuaion of tbe demand u> 
record bis protest against the restriction of admiaaion to tbe Menioria! 
Oarto> Cawnpore, on racial greunda. He would request the 
Piaance Member to request tbe autboritea in charge of tbe Memorial 
Oj^en to remove these restrictions which were based on racial grvniio^ 
and which reminded them very often of tbe post. 

In view of the obeerrations and the aasuranee of the finance Meml^ 

to reconsider the aobeme, Pandit Nanak Cband withdrew bis motion 
and the demand waa voted. 

Tbtia w« alio m inwiidment of Mr. Aahiq HoMia Miraa to wluw 
that dauMid fqr Ba. 51>«t if waa alao wi^nwa. Bio dkeiii^ 5 , 1 ,. 

in aoBM mtim wd (Bora waa » deboko od o denand “ 
head * Baalft’ raqoind in oouaetioD with Wa irator lopply wlx-mo 
ior the Ardh Kamth Meh at Allahabad. 
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Ardh Kumbh Affair. 

Kai Bahadur Vikramaiit Singh in moving that tho demand in 
queatioii be omitted referred to certain matters that took place on the 
occasion of the Kumbh Mela (see Vol. 1 p. 10) at Aliahal>ad. On account 
of certain erroneous orders issued by the district oflScor, Allahabad* on the 
occasion of bathing there was great dissatisfaction and the order had 
created such a difficulty that unless wiser counsels had prevailed later on 
there might have been a disaster. The District officer did not take tho 
leading men of the place into his conddence who had suHicient know- 
ledge and information on the subject on occasions like that. *\Vhen a 
man of the temperament and qualifications of Pandit Madan Mohan 
Makviya could take exception* I think something muse have been 

radically wrong. There were difficulties in tho hoginning for which tho 

District officer would be held responsible and therefore an explanation 
wns due to the Council.* 

Kai Bahadur Lula Sitaram said Tho qiiosfion is. as ia nlwAya the 
case generally in those matters, whether the people themselves do not 

understand their interests much better than the Ooveniment which scmie 
limes is apt to play the grandmother to them. That is the only quos- 
ti«»n Wfore us. The district Magistrate of Allahalmi), it appears, tliil 

♦Htnver.c a public meeting, fie took several loading gentlotnen into his 

< iiiiHdencc. They arrived at a certain understanding aniungst ihctnsolves. 
^till, if what I gather fi-om the pa|>cit» is correct, that understand ina 

was not given effect tc» )»ccause the district Magistrate thought that 

he uideistood tho interests of the |)eopIc better than perhaps Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya aiid his friends. The fpiestion. Sir. that arises 
over Hid over again, and the only question is, how long will the 

iMivernnient coiitiiiuo to play the gnindmother with u» ? If we are ai» 
4»b8tin:ite people and if wo think that we are goii>g Ut lone our lives 
and our interests, why should the liovornment forcibly come iu «mr 
way and play with our religious sentiments in that manner I 

i>r. Cfanesh Prasad, of all the notroffieials, strongly op|K>sefl the motion 
ni:<] rorliculed tho idea of a Hindu bath in face of cxti'cmo danger. 

He justified the conduct of the District officer ami deprecat/od the rc 
openiitg of tho matter which had fortuimioly come t«» a close chiefly 
owii;;; to thc tact of tho officcr in question. 

Thakiir Jagannath Ihiskh .Singh also sup(M»rtcd the motion. K*ni 
kihadur Vikraniajit Singh replying said. ‘ I do not intcufl to call for 
a division on a motion of this nature and I nm very sony for the 
n nmrks niarlo by my old fiiend Dr. Hanesh Pnwiid. He depiceafccl the 
hiinging in of a motion of this iialurc. As he is quite new to this 
D'an.cil, be pcthaps does not know that nil these motiouM have to be 

biought Vjcforo the Council in older that the opinion of the (Jovernmenf 

Uiight Isj obtained ui)Oii all matters <*f this natnic. ai.d I snlmit, .Sir, 

that I did nothing wrong in biinging a motion of this natuie Itefon’ 

the I louse. 

My hon. friend 1 h*. (»aiiCHh Prasad says that he is as good a 
lb»»<iu as myself. Of eourso we all know that he is a goisl niathematician 
‘i d has got a reputation for that, but it is news to one that he is as 
' ' *^1 a ilii.du as myself fi*om thc »Saimtari Dhairnist iioint of view, fif 
I may bo excused for saying so. I know that the f ridings rf 

n9(a) 
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the Hindus are very much agitated^ and it is from that point of view 
that I brought this motion liefore this House/ He, however, withdrew 
the motion, and the whole demand was then voted. 

There was also a dcmatid under the head Agriculture relating to 
the Government factory at Chaubattia for manufacturing jam, and 
liai Bahadur Vikramiiiit Singh moved that the demand be omitted. He 
had brought that motion in order to suggest that factories of that, 
nature be discontinued and that no money be spent in future on such 
undertaking. 

The motion was eventually withdrawn and the demand voted. 

Financial Help to Industries. 

In considering a demand under the head * Iridustrics Dr. Ganesh 
Prasad moved for the reduction of the demand by one rupee. His object 
was to raise a discussion as he wanted to know whether the practice that 
was introduced by the Hon. Mr. Chintamani, the ex-Minister, of helping 
industrial concerns either by grants or by loans, found favour with the 
(Government oven now. It scorned to him that it was :i very undesirable 
practice to help monetarily the industrial conoorns. His motion wjis l>ascd 
on certain affairs connected with the I^ucknow Sugar Works to which, 
he was informed, a Joan of 6 lakhs was given by the late Mini.stcr. 

The President informed the House that it was not the prarticc 
that during the discussion of supplementary estimates the whole i>olicy 
dealing with every departinont should bo raised. The motion \\:i< 
accordingly withd ra wn. 

1 iC gi slaii vo M casu res. 

After the voting on son»e other supplemental y demands, the Hon. the 
Finance Member introduced the Bill to amend the Agra I’^tatcs Ait 
1920. In explaining the object of the Bill, ho said that at ]>rosci.t 
the landholders in the province wore entitled to settle their estates under 
the Agra Estates Act 1920 and the taliuiadors in Ondh enjoyed siniiljii* 
lights under the Estates Act 1869 and tlic Oudh Settled Estates Art 
1917. The landholders in Oudh to whom iho provisions of those tur 
latter Acts did not apply enjoyed no such rights and the object ot 
the measure was to confer on them the rights enjoyed by liin<lholdeis 
in the Agra province under the Agra Estates Act 1920. 

the motion of Pandit Baijnath Misra the Bill was rcftM*rc<I to 
a Select Committee. 

The Bill to amend the Board of Rovoiiuo Act 1922 was then 
passed as amended. The Bill was intended to confer certain iKjwcrs on 
the Board of Revenue. 

The business of the Council having concluded, the Hon, the Finaiu rt 
member intimated to the House an outline of the programme of work 
of the next session in February. 
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NOX OFF.CIAL RESOLUT ONS 


The U. P. Budget 

On FEPRUARY 26th the Council met a>rain for iho Budi^ot scsaioiu 
The Finance Member the budget for li)24'25. The main 

icatures of the Budget are given below : — 

The revised estimate of rovemio receipts amounting to Rs. 12,97,00,000 
bJls short of the revised estimate of expenditure, namely Rs. 13,05,00,000# 
by nearly Ra. 00,000. 

The budget of 1923-24 as presented to the Council sho\ve<1 a 
surplus of nearly Rs. 14,00,000 and a closing balance of nearly 
Uij. 1.22,00,000. As actually piissod by the Council, however, it showed 
a deficit of nearly Rs. 3,00,000. Reductions f>f demands imuly by the 
Council reduceil the total on the expenditure side from l\*s. 13,29,00,000 
10 Rs. 13,16,00,000, but es a result of aincndmcntiS made to taxation 
mcjisurcs the OKtirnated revenue fell from Rs. 1 3,13,00.000 to Ks. 1.3.12,00.000. 
'Fhe closing balance was accordingly reduced to Bs. 1 .05, 00, 000. When 
the actual receipt and cxpondit\ire for the year 1922-2.3 were linally 
asrertaiticrl, it was found that the receipts in 1922-23 wore Rs. 8,00,000 
higher and disljursemcnts Rs. 39,00,000 lower than had been establiKhed 
in the budget, and in coiise<iuenco the opening balance of 1923-24 
jadved to bo Rs. 1,41,00,000. There have l»ecn, however, variationa 
l.otween the budget and the revised c-stiinato of 1923-24. Revenue haa 
declined by Rs. 16,00,000 mainly under the heads of Stamps, Kxciso 
.lid Forests, and disbursomonts are loss by l\*s. 8.00,000. 13ie result 
of these variations i.s that the closing balance is now estimated at 
Ks. 1,46,00,000 instead of Rs. 1,62,00,000. 

The estimates for the budget for the year 1924-26 show that the 
revenue is expected to be R.^. 1 2, ''1,00, 000 anil the oxpeiidituro 

lis. 12,69,00,000. In the event of the Budgrt estimates of rovemio and 

expenditure for the year 1924-25 being fulfilled, Covt. hoped to have a 
hiirplus of R.S. 12,00,000 in the Revenue end Receipts account at iha 
'•Imso of the financial year 1924-25. 

Separation of Judicial and Executive Kunol.ions. 

After the prosontation of the budget noii'otlioial biMiness was taken 
‘ip. A resolution recommending the iinmodiate apidication of the Mussalinaii 
Act to the jnovince was adopted by 46 votes against H. 

Another rc.solution recommending to (lovernment t«» take imrnodiata 
>trps for the carrying out of the separation of Judicial and Kxocutivo 
tUH'tions, a resolution which was .already pissivl by the (knincil, 
"!is accepted by (Jovcrninent and adopted without a division. Thrt 
-ovennnont member said that the govcrnniont Inwl always approved 

the principle, biH- the difficulty was about finance and sanction oC 

liighcr authorities, and as soon as these ai’o available, the scheme long 

•I'cepicd in principle will bo carried out in practice. 

Retirements on Proportionate l^nsions. 

In reply to an interpellation, ati important statomont was laid on the talilo 
‘'howing the number ol Imperial Service officers who had applied for and 
a'ltually did retire on proporiionate pension from the province in tho 
years 1921, 1922 and 1923. The statement showed that in the course 
'>f these three years altogether 1.3 members of the 1. C. S. ha^l applied 
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for retirement. Nine of them actually retired and one officer havin^^ 
iiiguified his willingnes^s to return to duty had been permitted to do so. 
Nineteen officers of the Indian Police Service had similarly applied for 
retirement* 7 had actually retired* 9 had signified their willingness ti. 
return to duty ai d of them 5 bad been permitted to do so. Altogether 
61 officers of the various Imperial Services applied for retirement on 
proportionate pension after the inauguration of the reforms* 30 of them 
actally retired* 11 bad since then signified their willingness to retui n 
to duty and 7 had been permitted to do so. 

On FEBRUABY 28th the Council discussed a resolution to the effect 
that the question of increase or decrease of canal rates should not be left 
with the Executive but must be brought under the purview of tlir 
Council, HO that the noii'ofiicial members might settle the matter h\ 
discussion. It was adopted without a division. 

A Nationalist Party 

About this time a Nationalist Party was formed in the Couneii 
made up of the Swarajists and Independents on the lines of the Nation 
wlist Party in the Assembly. This was done with a view’^ to taiv 
the budget w'hich was coming up for discussion and voting within ihr 
next few days. Besides 31 Swarajists it was understood that 
Independent members bad already joined it. It appeared that thi.^ 
party would support the demands and recommendations of the 

Nationalist Puiiy in the Assembly for reconsideration and amendment 
of the Government of India Act and would, in pursuance of their decision, 
refuse budget demands in such departments and under such beads as 
the party decided by three-fourths majority and made it a part> 
question. The combination, however, did not prove to be effective, for it 
lacked the solidity of similar paities as formed in Bengal and in the 
Assembly. After a few trials during the voting on the Budget, it 
bioko down, and the Budget had an altogether smooth-sailing progress 
111 the Council. 

Swarajist Threat of Indiscriminate Attack. 

On MARCH 5th the Budget was discussed in the meeting of the Unitci 
Provinces Council. It was apparent from the attitude of many non-ofli> i i 
speakers that Govenimont vrould have to face some difficulty in stcoriii- 
thc Taxation Bills through the Council. 

Throe Swarajist members spoke giving an inkling of their plan ilni’ * 
they w^ould attack the budget indiscriminately and refuse demands \vlieiit \c; 
l)OS8ible. 

At the meeting of the United Provinces Legislative Council on March Mli 
the business on the agenda was the introduction and consideration of tin*' 
taxation Bills, extending the operation of the taxation measures ‘ 
last year. The Finance Member, however, postponed the introdnctifi 
of the Bills in view of the conditional promise by Sir Basil Black'?* 
of remitting the provincial contribution to the extent of ‘Rs. 30 lakhy 
In the event of this remission being granted, the taxation Bills, he s.j: 
would not be put before the Council at all. 

llio Council then adjourned till iho 10th March for voting of gia; 
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On MARCH ICth demands for grants were considered under heads 
Administration of Justice, Excise, Miscellaneous and Education. There was a 
reiy large number of amendments for reduction of demands under these heads 
and meiwly one head. Administration of Justice, occupied practically the whole 
of the day. The Finance Member pat forwaid a demand for Ra 54,24,650 
under that head. There were 34 amendments on paper, the majority 
requiring substantial reductions, and some only nominal with a view to 
elicit informations from the Gk>vt. 

Ft. Nanak Chand moved his amendments which stood first on the 
notice paper to the effect that the demand under the sub-head Allowances 
be reduced from Rs. 6,000 to 4.000. Mr. Blunt, Financial Secretary, 

however moved an amendment to the amendment that the demand 1^ 
reduced by only Rs. 1,000 .and not 2,000, which was carried. 

l^i Bahadur Lala Sitaram then moved an amendment that demand 
under Administration of Justice in High Court bo reduced by Rs. 5,000. 
lliis cut was in respect of the post of the Registrar of the High Couit 
which though not an I. C. 8. \\o»t had all along lieen given to the 

1. C. S. men inspite of Indian protest. The present incumbent was going 

on leave and another junior I. G. 8. man had been appointed. Iimpitc of 

the clear vrishes expressed in the Council the post had not been 
given to an Indian. The motion was carried by a great majority, 52 voting 
for and 27 against it. A motion that the demand under Imw Offitcrs 
l»e reduced by Rs. 9,000 under salary of personal assistant to the l^egal 
Remembrancer— the original annual estimate being Rs. 13,200 — was accepted 
by Govt. 

Rai Bahadur Vikramajit Singh moved that the item of R^'. 288,650 
for fees to Government pleaders and occasional counsels in criminal eases 
lie reduced by Rs, 15,000. His original motion as it stood on the notice 
paper claimed reduction of Rs, 83,650. It appeared to bini tlnit Rs. 35,000* 
was the amount for special counsels. Ilis object was to ask the (lovernment 
not to engage except in very oxceptiorial cases special counsolM on behalf 
of the prosecution. Referring to the Imporinl Bank Fraiul Case ho protested 
against the Government paying for prosecution of that case when the 
prosccgling party, namely the Bank, could easily afford to pay. The Homo 
Member sjiid that ho had kept that grant apart in view of i)ossiblo 
|H)litical trials during the year. 

'I’he motion when put to vote was (Jcolarc<l carried. 

Thakur Jagaiinath Bux Sin^'h then moved that the demai^d under 
Administration of Justice, Judicial Coininissioiier, be reduced by Ks. 10. 
His object was simply to lodge profo.4 against the Economy Committee's 
verdict against the cstablishroeiit of the Chief Court for Oudh. After 
discussion the motion was withdrawn. There also stood liis another 
anicr.dmeiit uiider the same head for reduction by Re. 1, and it was a protest 
JHfuinst the meagre ropresontation of liajputs in the judicial sorvico. The 
motion was negatived. 

Thakur Hanuman Singh moved an amondment for reduction of demand 
under aub-bea(i Sessions and Sul>ordinato Judges by Rs. 13,000. That 
demand related to increase of cadre of judicial officers and the anuiiidmeiit 
JJjas strongly opposed by other members and was ultimately withdrawn. 
There were also amendments embodying nominal reductions tf» lodge 
pn^tcfets against non-appointment of Christians as judicial oflieerH in Oudh 
60 
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and of Madiiki jodiotal oflicein in the seleetioti grade bnt th^ were aUo 
ultimately withdrawn. At th3 end there wis a total reduetion of Rs. 
71,000 and the demand for Be. 5, SOS, 650 under AdministratioD of Juetaco 
woe then put to vote and declared carried, 63 voting for and 22 against 
it. The demand under bead Exoiee was then considered and the Coaticil 
had dot Otiished its consideration when it rose for the day. 

On MARCH 1 1th the demand uider EKCISE w.is resumsd. 

In presentinv the demand on the previous day the Nawab of 
Chattari, Minister of Agriculture and Industries, put forward a demanrl 
for Re. 6,13,200 under Excise. He showed how they were proceeding to re<luct« 
the consumption of liquor and other dn^ The number of shoin 
was gradually going down. From 10,510 in 1921*23 it came dovrn 
to 7,352 in 1923-24. There was also an appreciable reduction in 
consumption. The Oguros cited showed that the fall in oonsumption 
was 52'8 per cent in the case of liquor, 115*1 per cent in opium, U .'^. 
per cent in Oharas, 39*6 in Gaqja and 39*6 in the case of Bhing. 

The number of amendments for reduction under this head was only 
23. There were several amendments for reduction in the p3sts of 
Assistant Excise Commissioaers. Mr. Mohamed Aslam Su6 moved thi^ 
the demand bo roiuoed hy Rs. 4,000 under Assistant Commissioners' 
salaries. Rii Bahadur Vilcramajit Singh moved amondm3nt to 

Mr. Saifi's amendment for the substitution of Rs. 15,000 in placn ot 
lis. 4,000. The Minister accepted the amendment of Mr. Saifi but opposed Kii 
Bihadur Vikrunajit Singh’s amendment. R3ductioD of R^. 4,000 was accopUMl 

Rai Bahadur Vihram^jit Singh moved a redaction of Rs. 2,000 
under Travelling Allowances. The reduction was accepted by the Minister. 
There were several amendments for the redtiction of che a nourtt oi 
rewards. liui B.ihaclur Yikramijit Singh moved that the item of U'>. 
43,600 for rewards bo reduced by Rs. 20,000, Thakur Ilanuman Sinjrli 
moved an amendment for the substitution of Rs. 10,000 for Rs. 20.000 
which was carried and accordingly Rs. 10,000 were reduced under that 

Mr. Abdul Hikim moved a reduction of Rs. 18,000 under the hcul 
Salaries of Excise Inspectors. He desired a reduetion of 15 Excise Ins(»octor^. 
Ultimately a reduction of Rs. 14,000 was accepted. 

Rai Bahadur Lala Sitaram thou moved a reduction of Rs. 100 under 
the general head Excise. His object was to inrite the attention of th>* 
Minister to some iK)ints connected with the Excise policy. In the general 
discussion that followed the Swaraiist members spoke violently against th*^ 
Excise policy of Government and urged the House to throw out 
the whole demand. After a heated debate the motion was negatived. 

There was thus a total reduction under this head of Its. 30 , 00 (». 
The dom.uid as reduced, namely, for Rs. 6,83,900, was then gmnted. 

The next demand which the Council proceeded to consider wsis 
under the head * Misoellanoous ’ and the Finance Member moveil for a 
grant of Rs. 3,96,200. There were only 16 amondmeiita for rcdurtkni. 
Two of them proceeded from the Finance Member himself. Scvcml of 
them were either withdrawn or not moved. There was ultimately a 
reductioii of Ks. 20,608 in all and the demand was voted. 

The demand of Rs. 1,67,88,600 under the head Education was then 
considered. There were 44 amendments, some proposing substantial rofJir* 
tions of the demand. 
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PnuMKi proposed a redaotjon of Re. S»85,000 from the 
granli lo the Looknow and Allahabad UniveTsitiee. He propoidd the 
radiiotaon of the grant to the Allidiabad ITniveniity by Ra 50.00(1, and 
to the Looknow UniveTBity by Re. 1,60,000. Hie original motion aa it 
gtood m the notice paper was for a redaction of Re. 32,500. Hie 
dbjeot in moving the amendment wae to make both the Univereitiee 
more popular than thoy are at preeent 

Bai Bahadur Lala Skaiam moved a reduction of Re. 1.00,000 of 
which Be. 70,(K)0 wae lo be reduced ftom Lucknow and Re* 
20,000 from the Allahabad University grants. Dr. Ziauddin tho^ht 
tbt the Lucknow Univeieity had done great baim to other univereitiee 
in the province. It had eet up such a high standard of aalaries that: 
other universities could not follow. Ultimately all the amendments were 
negatived. Dr. Oaneeh Prasad pressed for a division on his motion 
which resulted in 25 voting for and 57 against 

Begarding a motion of Mr. Nanak Chand for a ^reduction of 
Ks. 50,000, Mr* Blunt moved a reduction of Ks. 16,000 which was accepted 
under the net demand for the Boorkee (College. 

The President then put the demand for 1,67,73,500, after reducing 
Bs. 16,000, from the original demand, to the vote. It was voted. 

On MARCH 12th demand under the head General Administration* 
vas considered. There were 26 amendments for reduction and the 
entire reduction ultimately accepted was for Rs. 41,323. The 
amendment which involved some lengthy discussion wo# one which 
proposed reduction of the demand under the Commissioners* Staff by 
Bs. 3,42,562. There was for some time luist the question of abolition 
or reduction of Commissionciships before the Government. It was still 
unsettled, ulthough a Committee appointed had recommended some 
reduction. It was as a mark of protest against the delay of the Goverir 
inent in coming to a decision on the subject that the amendment was 
moved. The Commissioners were considered as useless objects of nd- 
ministration and wore characterized as mere post offices. Bai Bahadur 
Jiila Hitaram however moved that a reduction of Ks. 10.000 only l )0 made, 
lie said that they could not touch the Commissioners' salary item, this 
l»eiiig non-votable. The motion was strongly supported by several other 
non'official members. A member's amendment for reduction of lie. 1 only to 
mark protest was acceptable to the Finance Member, but it was rejected. 
The reduction of Ks. 10.000 in spite of strong Government oppoHiiion 
was carried. After discussing some general questions the demand for 
Hs. 1.05,38,378 was voted. 

On MAKCH Kith reduction of Ks. 226.274 was sccurod under the 
head Public Works and the net demand of Rs. 6,51)3,826 was voted. 'Fhere 
wore no amendments for reductioTi of the demand under Civil Works (grtuit' 
iiraid) and demand for K«. 4,65,500 was voted under head “ Public Works ' 
and other outlay not met from the revenue. A nHlucUon of Rs. 2ol.l5t 
was effected and demand for Rs. 1,486,120 was voted. 

* There were practically no contested discussions except that the 
amendment to reduce the giunt of four lakhs to the Improvement Trusts, 
in province by three lakhs aroused some lengthy debate* The Improve* 
ment Trusts were regarded as very extravagant institutions and it 
was pointed out that they were doing no work. The Minister of liOOgl 
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8elf-Gk>vdn]inent> however, accepted another anendment to rediioa the 
grant by two lakhs and assured to give every considerations to economy 
jand appoint a committee to enquire into the Trust af&drs. 

On MABCH 14th discussion on grants for the demand under Police 
^as taken up and that too remained unfinished. There were no leas 
than 50 motions for reduction or alterations standing against the demand 
but many of them were withdrawn. The total amount of redaction was 
Rs. 83,500. 

The Home Member asked for the grant under Police for Rs. 1,53,06,161 
and urged the House to be reasonable in considering the items of 
expenditure and not to be merely obstructionists. 

liala Mathura Prasad s motion for reducing the demand under 
Police Superintendence by Rs 100 was put before the House and accepted. 
Thakoor Mashal Singh s motion for reduction of Rs. 2,900 from C. I. Ix 
Travelling Allowances was also can*ied. * 

Lala Mathura Prasad moved that the demand under C. L D. be 
reduced by Rs. 57,000. Pundit Brijnandan prasad moved an amendment 
substituting Rs. 57,000 by Rs 1,50,000. Dr. S. Ahmad Khan moved an 
amendment substituting the amount in the original motion by Rs. 20,000. 

The amendment reducing the demand by Rs. 20,000 was then put 
to the House and declared carried. The following motions besides the 
above were also carried. — 

Reduction by Ra. 20,000 of the demand of Rs. 10,28,200 rc^zanl- 
ing Salaries,^ Deputy Sui)erintendents— District Executive Force (Mr. 
Hanunian Singh). 

Reduction by Rs. 17,000 of the demand provided for houso-rei it and 
other allowances— District Executive Force (Thakur Mashal Singh). 

Reduction liy Ks. 15,000 of the demand for providing under 
rltuks and teachers of district police. (Thakur Mashal Singh). 

Reduction by Rs. 5,000 of demand under District Executive Korce 
l''stablisliinoiits. (Pundit Nanak Chand). 

Reduction by Rs. 3,000 of demand under Supplies and iScrvices 
regarding the purchase of remounts (Lieut. Raja Durga Narain Singh). 

On MARCH 15th. demands for Rs. 15,218,361 under Poli^v, Rs 
19,00,999 under Medical, Rs, 1,119,6 40 under Public Health and tor 
Rs. 937,600 under Industries were voted. 

On MARCH I7tli the first domaud considered was under head liUid 
lievenuo and the Finance Member moved for a grant of Rs. t<6,0l/.'00. 
There were in all 37 motions for reduction scveml of which co\«Mcd 
the same points. Most of them were either not moved or withdrawn. 

The discussion opened with a motion of Thakur Hanuman Singh 
toucliing the menial staff and proi>osing reduciioii under head Salaries 
of Mazul Servants, but on the Government member explaining, the mover 
withdrew his motion. The motion of Thakur Jagannath Bu.x Sin^h 
proposing a reduction of Rs. 100 under demand for cost of l)oui.dai.v 
pillars suggested that Government, should also coritributo towards the 
maintenance of boundary pillars. The motion was ultimately withdrawn. 

A motion of Ra.ia Durganaraiii Singh proposing reduction by Rs. 100 
under Court of Wards Establishment aroused a pretty long debate vith 
regard to the administration of Court of Wards Estates. A great 
was also laid on the necessity of the Court of Wards looking fo 
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EdueatiOD of Wards with a viow to qualify them so to rule that the 
teuante should he contented. The motion was ultimately withdrawn. 

A motion of Thakur Hanuman Singh proposing a reduction of 
demand for Government estates by Bs. 25>o6o also aroused some criticisms 
of management of Gk>vernment estates The Finance Member appreciated 
the suggestion of the Economy Committee to make an oxaminatU)n of 
the expenditure of the estates in question> but pending that examination 
it was not possible for him to say which items of expenditure could he 
curtailed. He, however, admitted that there seemed to be room fo** 
economy and himself moved an amendment for reduction by Ks. 3(),0(><i 
which was oooordiiigly declared carried. 

Survey and Settlements 

A motion of Lt. Shaikh Shahid Husain broke up the monotony of 
the debate and created some flutter and vigorous opposition on Goverir 
mcht benches. It was for omission of the entire dmiaml of II*. 6.(12.860 
under Survey and Settlements. Thci'c wore several motions relating to 

the scrao matter and strong )>rotest3 wore made against the noirfulfil" 
mont of the long-felt need for poimanont, or in the alternative loiig-lerm. 
settlements in the province. The Uaja of dehangirabad, Nawab 

.binished Ali Khan and otlicr Talukdars supported the motion. 

Rai Bahadur Vikramajit Singh moved an amondment for roiluctiou 
of the demand in question hy Us. 6,28,000 only. 

The motion of Lt. Shaikh Shahkl Husain for omission of (he item 
was put to vote and the President declared tlie “ noos carried. A 
division was called and the result was that 60 voted for and only l.s 

a.;;ain.st, the motion was acconlirigly declared cirried and the demainl 

for Us. 6,62,860 under Survey ami Sottlcmont.s was omitted. 

^ H There was a total reduction of Us. 7,02,060 and (ho not deinaud b»r 
fer 78d)‘<,260 was ^olO(l under head Ijind Uevomio. 

On MARCH 1 9th the Finance Member moved for a grant of Us. 61.36,465 
uiider head Irrigation Works. There wore 12 mo(ioii.s for reduction, 
scvciiil of which wore either not moved or w'itJidrawii, There Wiis 
practically no hard contest and after a total reduction of Us, 1,01,226 
t lic net demand for Us. 60,36,239 was voted. 

The next demand of Rs 33,07,046 was under Iic.mI '<9i:irges .igaiohl, 
Insurance Fund.' There were only throe motions propo.sing nominal 
reduction and one of thorn raised the question of principle. Thakur 
daijannath Biix Singh in proposing a reduction of Us. 10 said that ahnut three 
.vo:irs batik in his report it was clearly stated l>y (dio Finammvl Secrv>tary 
(hat it was not proposed to finance loans to Agriculturists out of the 
I .imiiie Insuraiico Fund except on the occasions of scareily and famine. 
Hut in the present Budget ho found that there is a sum of Its 20.40,000 
tu l,e given to agriculturists. Ho did not know if there was any 
d claration of scarcity this year for which reason that amount was shown, 
liur did ho know if there was any change in the former policy. 

• The next demand was under head Irrigation outlay and the Financs 
Member moved for a grant of Rs. 1,27,38,476. There wer/i only 
4 motions for reduction, 2 of which related (o the Saida canal 
and these aroused some heated discuMsiou. Pt. Nanak (,vhand*a 
main objection, in proposing i i • reduction of Its. 10,000 was to 
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fidoi«a the protest againet the fact that the elaima of a senior 
li dial! ' officer weie overlooked and a jomor European engineer v 
put ill charge of the Saida Works. Tbakur Maahal Singh thought that 
iheie were lumeious ccmplaitits against the Saida Canal affairs. He 
piotested agaiist appointing a gate keeper on Bs. 250 p. m. and other 
oatravagei ces in connection with the Bareilly Workshop. When once be 
poiitcd out such instances of eitravagai.ee he waa threatened by eeme 
Euiopean Engineers for being lun down lor defamation. Lala Mathuia 
Piosad Mebrotrai in a hose name also stood a similar motion proposiitg 
a reduction of Ks. 100 only> thought that there waa no other department 
which spent so lavishly as the Inigation Department. After a lorg 
delate the motion waa negatived. 

The entire demand waa then voted and the Council adiourned 
on account of Ho\i till Monday* the 24th. 

On MARCH 24th on the Council re'^assembling after the Bdi festival 
the President announced that the United Provinces Board of BevcLue 
Amendment Act had received the Viceroy's assent 

Various motions for grants in the budget were then taken up for 
eoiisidoration under heads ; Stamps* Registration, Subsidized Companies, 
Scientific Departments, Jails and Convict Settlements and Superatinuation 
Allowanoes and Pensions. 

There were veiy few motions for reduction, most of which were 
i.ot moved* as the members in whose names they stood were ahsont, 
and sevoiai of which were moved only to be withdrawn. Except the 
reduction of Rs. 3*481 fiom demaid for charges for reformation of 
Ciimii.ai tribes ui.der head '"Jails and Convict Settlements” on the Heme 
Members own motion* no cuts were effected from any of the demands 
presented and they were voted in their entirety. Rs. 4,06,?00 woie 
votrcd uider Stamp, Rs. 4 *64, GOO under Registration, Rs. 5000 iir.dcr 
Subsidized Companies, Bs. 20,100 under Scientific Depaitmciits, B§ 
51,3l,8f)0 ui dcr Superannuation Allowances and Pension and Rs. 32,0.^,011* 
after deduction of Bs. 3,481 ui.der the head Jails and Convict Scttlcmoi tK 

Iho motion of Rai Bahadur Lala Sitaiam relating to ^oi.eiul 
difcussioxi on Jail Administration roused a pretty long debate aid 
opportunity to the Swarajist membeis who had had al^o prifoial 
eiporior.ce ii.sido the jails to severely take the ilcpaiimcit lo 
The niovci's object was to eidotse a piotrst. On ecvcial inita 

thfic was, as it had been lepeatcdly poiitcd out, great diHt»i.trit 
wilh legaid to clothing and diet supplied to the prisoneis. He 
pretsed the ixcessity of adding a little turmeric or halii to pulse gnoii 
to prisoners to give colour and to make it eatable. It would not c<bt 
Uiiub. It was also pointed out by a member the other day that a 
pi boner was forced to diaw mill like cattle blindfolded! In his oi*iiii<»i‘ 
cxifctci.ee of such airairs was not honourable to the Goveniment. Another thiiiK 
IKiintcd out by him was that in the interest of economy simple tetm 
piifconors should also be given some remissions of sentences as those 
urdergoing rigorous imprisonment. He suggested formation of a sinail 
Committee to revise jail regulations. 

It was strongly urged by several Swarajist members, that under tne 
pieseni system of iail administration the effect of impi'isonment was licitnoi 
refoimatory i or deterrent. On the other hand imprieoument created tho*'e 
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luibtti which otherwise would not he found in prisoners. JeH 
administration was carried out to the utter humiliation of the people 
of this oountry. The Home Member, whose speech was sulpeeted to 
constant interruptions by the SwarJtjist member*, said he roalijsod that 
the department needed reform acoording to change of times but it was 
not a day's work. He realised the importance of all the demands for 
reform and addressing the Sw.\Faii8t members said that he felt in 
the sime spirit as they did but there were rarious difRoulties, t'n chief 
of which was of finance. The question of reform in the Jail hepirt* 
ment was only treated as a secondary question. Departments like those 
of l^uoation and Administration deserved the first oonsidonition. 

Hie demand was then put to vote and on being pressei) to a 
division it was found that 40 voted for and only 14 against. The 
demand was accordingly voted. 

On MARCH 26th the budget discussion closed. After elertion of 
members of the Council to servo on various (committees the remaiiidor 
of demands for grants were considered. There were not many motions 
for reduction nor any controversial discussions and th^ entire hasiinss of the 
day was disposed of in about two hoars’ time. Reductions mocie fnmi \ iriom 
demands amounted to R». 20,475 and the Luokiiow University suftorod a* 
a reduction of Rs. 1,50,000 on account of loati to that Univorrity was a’cep^^d 
)iy the l^iduoatiou Minister on a member’s motion. There was \\m> 

A motion of reduction by K‘u lUhadnr Lila Sitaram to protest 
that efforts were not made to manufacture Turkish red dy ^ for 
}K>lico ptigrocs in India. The Inspector (lenoral of Police, however, asHiiretl 
that he would give trial to Indian dyes and the motion was with Irawii. 

A motion also urged that it v/is a s.icrod <luty of (lovorumeiiTi to 
prc^orve the ancient manuscripts. The Mducatiori Sonvtiry assurert ihit 
(fO\crnment fully realised the importance of prosorviiig valuible munHM*ip's. 

A motion of Kija Suryapal Hingh for omission of dtmiaiul under Hriti^li 
Kmpiro Exhibition could not bo moved as the Kya \va< not 

l*rc8ent. When the not demand under that head was put to vo‘.e, Pt. 
tioviiid Ballabh Pant expressed pity <lut the matter undM-lyi-u it^ii 
Suryapal’s motion could not bo discussed Of 1 ite, he said, event h lik ' t'n 
Kenya Imniigmtioii Ordiriiincos, Class Aium Bill atifl other htrn iiaft 
incidents have happened. The story wai full of piiii which cit-od 
anguish to Indians when they thought of th'iii. All th(»o iiicileps 
h*wl passed since the Council recorrled its vot^s Iwt Ojtobn*. fl 
Ilierefore. asked if it was in any way proper for them to vot^ a'ly fnr;.h t hhiii 
for the exhibition which was not profitable to them but oi tin otiio) hind 
curried with it associations of ideas humiliating to Indiui seis) of nP^onlli^y. 

Total Reductions 

After the reductions referred to alxivo the budget diHCin>Mion coir 
chided with the voting of the demands under the following heads 
R*** 147,450 under the niiscellanoous department, Rs. 9,19,*^00 under 
i^tationery and printing, Rs. 10,85,000 under loans and advances by 
Upvernment, Rs. 10,00,000,. under civil contingencies fund, lie. IO,3‘»/>25 
under expenditure in England under the control of the High (%mimis- 
►ioiier for India. 

The total reduction made in the budget ns pioientcd came to 
*uughly over 16 lakhs, but there apiiearwl no question of dioppiug aiy 
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of tbe taxatioti laeasureB proposed. Tho tazatfon ineasures which were 
placed on the agenda of the 7th and 6th March hut were postponed 
raire up for connderation on the next day. 

On MAKCH 27th the Firatice Men ter moved for the introduction, 
one after arotber, of three Taxation Bills* namely a Bill to extend the 
duiatii n of the Court Fees Amendment Act of 1928, a ffill to extend 
the duration of the Stamp Amirdment Act of 1923^ and the Motor 
Vehicles Taxation Act of 1928. All these Taxation Bills were passed 
iy the Council last year ard were given a year's lease of life. The. 
Gov(nmei»t intetded to re-introduce them this year as well to provide 
fer aih additional revenue of about Bs. 27 lakhs. 

Vy 19 votes against 26 the Council negatived the motion for the 
iiitrcduction of the Court Fees Amendment Bill. The Motor Vehicles 
Taxation Bill was similarly negatived by 40 votes against 31. The only 
Bill that the Government succeeded in, steering through was tho Stamp 
Act Amendment Bill, which was passed by 46 votes against 31. This 
tax is expected to yield only about Bs. 6 lakhs. 

The Govorriment did not move for the introduction of the Bill t<» 
impose a tax on onteitaiumcnts and bettings though it was originully 
intended to levy that tax this year. 

A Political Fugitive’s Estate Contiscated 

Beplying to a question from a Swaraiist member, the HonMc 
Mr. O’Donnell stated that under Act 24 of 1923 the estates of Ivajn 
Mahei dra Pratap Singh of Mursan (a political fugitive) had been vested 
in His Majesty tho King-Emperor. The Government, how^cver, intciidcd 
to liaiid over the estate to his minor son under a certain Sanad, the 
tcims of which were being considered by the Govornmeiit of bdin. 
When tho estate would come back to tho minor, it would be placed 
under the control of tho Court of W^ards. Maliendra Pratap was a 
fugitive fiom .jnstice ai:d w'ould return to India at his own risk. 

On APlIlL lat various demands for BUpplcmcutaiy grants in th* 
budget for 1924-25 w’cre disposed of. There was no interesting debit - 
or hard contest in connccticn with the motions for reduction whiVl; 
wore not many. Suppleinontaiy estimates were divided in two instil 
nients and when demands under the second sot were moved a motion f"' 
l>ostponemcnt of their coiisidcration was brought forward by Mr. Biijiinn^hit 
Prosud Misra. Tho main groui.d for postponement was that tho deniaiid- 
involvcd c|uestions of groat importance and so the Council slioidd b- 
given more time to think. 

Tho President said that they were not dealing with motions for ivsnlu 
tions. They wore dealing with tho budget which were something in 
tho nature of reductions. It was the case of a budget estimate whioii 
Govdriiment placed before the House. It was not in his opinion in the 
}K)wer of the House to postpone their consideration. He was thcreior*' 
unable to postpone unless Govt, proposed to withdraw them on that (la> 
ai;d place them on some other date. The arrangement of Govt. hii>inor> 
wrs not in his hand. Tho arrangement of noiroflScial business was oin> 
in his hand. 

The Finance Member however withdrew these demands and 
that they would be oonsiderod of the afternoon of the 4th, if non oiliria 
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^ork was fitiisbed by that time or on the 5th April The next three 
days were allotted for noii-ofliGial business. The Bill to amend the Agra Estate 
Act 19S0 was then passed. 

On APRIL 2i:d. after election of non-official members to serve on 
several bodies* resolutions were considered. The following resolution of 
Mr. Masuddussaman after a pretty long debate was passed as amended ; 
*'nat this Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor acting 
rith his Ministers to reserve two posts of civil surgeons for private 
medical practitioners holding registrable qualifications in the United Provinces.'* 

Pandit Brijnandau Piaaad Misra’s resolution which involved a pretty 
long debate on principle and which met serious opposition from Govt, 
through the Finance Member was as follows:— That this Council recoin- 
iner.ds to the Govt, to arrange to lay before the Council on the first 
day of the October ar.d March meeting of the Council a statement (for 
the information of the members) in tabular form* showing the resolutions 
moved and not negatived by the Council in the Reserved and the 
Transferred Departments during the intervening periods respectively tii.d 
the extent of their acceptance or rejection by the Govt, together with 
tlio actual steps, if any, taken by the Govt, thereon, the lists to include 
ako such resolutions as were shown in previous lists as not finally 
disposed of.'* 

Mr. Misia thought that the necessity for iiiformatioii of that kind 
had been increasing more and more every day in view of the fact 
that as far ns ho could gather the Govt, did not give offoct to resolu- 
tions of the Council. Govt, wanted to pick \ip the easiest and simplest 
resolntions to which it could give effect wn’thout in ai»y way substantially 
sponditig anything, without in any way sacrificing the interest of the 
Imperial Services, or those resolutions which did not in any vay affect 
tiio view-point of Govt, itself, I he reason w hy he In ought the matter 
i!i the foim of a resolution w*a6 that it vas after the sad experience of 
3 years ar.d mere that he foui;d that no t umber of questions would 
elicit truth from Govt. Ho also cited various (luestioim on the subject 
to show that Govts, reply was vague. He advised the Council to 
S'i'iiously coisidcr the question as it involved the question of its dignity. 

The subject, Dr. Ganesh Prasad said, bad been before the honsfv 
in some foim or other for a number of years. Ho referred to 
the reply of the Fiinnee Member given in January, 1923, on a 
^iInilar motion of Mr. bhakir Ali. *1110 reply referred to was to- 
the effect that a resolution of tho Council wa.s a rccominendation 
to the Government just as a resolution of the House of Commons 
vas a recommendation to His Majesty’s Government. Tho Finance 
nicmljer then also had said that their whole record was witness 
on the point. He therefore had not thought that it was consonant with 
^hc constitutional relations between the Government and tho Legislature 
that the Government should be asked to undeitake to furnish the report 
regarding the action they had taken on a resolution. 

The major part of Dr. Ganesh Prasad’s speech was devoted to the 
<*nticism of the constitution. Ho thought that the pronouncements of 
the Finance member referred to above presupposed certain state of 
affairs in this countiy which did not exist. It was, he said, all right 
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t9 oi Ibis legMIstim «ni io tbs brestb of ^ucftber iegi^^ 

turn tb# JMim «{ Ike Qom ol Copm^, but 

io this oouiitry there were certain powm wh«ob ime heh! in 
reserve by the Governor mi whiob di4 not exist iii any eonsti- 

tatbnal iQOiiai^j« or i{ they exjatad there at all, they «}ui eq only 
in name, It is just possible that in the oonstiiadiQiial hisibiir of England 
theip ibilbt havs been penodi similar to those tikroofib which they 

were passiog- It was just possible, he submitted, that the period through 
whioh they were pssBing to-day in India might oonrespond to the period 
in the ^history of England in the days of the early Stuarts but he 
asserted that any power that the oonstitational King of Great Britain 
possessed had never been exercised during the last 150 years. 

The Fioanod Member in reply said that if he had to oppose the resolu 
tiqn it was not because of relui^nee to supply Information or of disregaiY] 
of the resolution but because, as they held last year, to furnish a stateroont 
and information of that nature was oonstitutionally unsound. A resolution of 
the Council was a recommendation to the executive. He was not going u> 
discuss the question whether the consritution was or was not what it ought to 
bdi It was not the occasion for that. They bad to tahe the oonstitution 

(i. e. status of a resolution) as it stood. It was binding upon them. 

A resolution was not instruction nor order to the executive Government. 
It was a recommendation and they felt that to furnish a statcmont 
unasked for, not in answer to a question, would tend to suggest that 
the resolution was not a' recommendation but instruction. It would 
therefore, tend to attach to the resolution a constitutional character 
which did not attach to ft. Information as to the attitude with regard 
txi any paiticular resolution c.ould, however, be supplied if asked in 
the form of a question. 

Finally however the resolution was put to the vote and declared 
carried, the President being of opinion that the '' ayes ’’ carried. 

Fire Arm Licenses 

The last resolution on the agenda was of Pt. Nanak Chai.d 
urging preiiaratioii and maintenance by the district officers of persorn 
irossessing qualifications to entith them to get fire arm liceuscs. He 
thought that there had been so far no settled policy, principle, or 
practioe in the issue of licenses. The whole system in question had hcen 
more or leas guided by the arbitrary discretion of the district olficcr.s. 

Govt, opposed the resolution whioh was pressed to a division but negatived. 

On this day the Finance Member announced that the Governor had 
directed to place otficial business, which otherwise would have follower! 
the ^pp-official business on the 4th, to have prmdance oyer the lattoi. 
This evoked a strong criticism from members who complained that non 
official resoiutious were lieing strangled in that way, and Kai Bahadur 
Lala &*taram entered his emphatic protest. 

On APRIL 3rd. disposal of a few RSIs, the Council passed 
to the main buainessi namily resolutioiis. There were six resolutions o:> 
the agenda, of them involved any interesting or controvcrsrn 

disouaaiooa 3%e IrijlowiDg resolotion of Dr. R. Ahmad Khan after prowy 
long debate was paa^ as amended : '‘ This Ctoupcil recommends to tii<> 
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Qmtmaiut te tikki tSeofeiM mHuuna ai {ur a* lundU parpii^ for t^a 
oigmriiwliBo* :«i OQrtpulaMy prin«v edaoaifcioii ui tkesa pravinwa.’* 
lir. iiyiq Hulinra MIm lAtea inovad the following reeolution :— 
fiH» tMa Oeanoa leodiiiWHMto to Hi« KsotMoitey the Ootmuir acttoc with hu 
3 liiiih|ert NM! eppOMitBi** el * aaannittac U> en voire into rtie eotWitieii of tW 
mg%V(l to (1) th« (kvolopm^iiit of induttrioH; (3^ tcoHuiool 
; ^ to m*ike itoommenlationH for iioivx)vowioiifc 

7ii« hoover withdrawii Mtor wuraneo given by the Minister. 

A resolution which met with great sympathy from the Hindu 
memheie was moved by.Dr. Ganosh Prasad: “ThU Council recommends 
that the Government be pleiad to retud^t HU Kxselloncy the Governor 
to release Muaamutat Paibati Dabi, at present a special division prisoner 
in Fatebgarh Central Jail” Dr. Ginesh Praj^l. without meaning any 
reflections on courts of justice des^ribad bri)iy the rnethol by vvhinh 
the prisoners speeches which brought her conviction were rap^itcd. 
He said that Musammat Parbati Dsbi’s talk was always in such didfioult 
high class Hindi that to say the least of const iblcs who were M^itod to 
have repoi^ted her speochesg it would b3 dilH^uIt oven for a Hindu like 
him to follow them. Her speeches wore not carefully tvken dow i when 
delivered. Her speech at Meemt was tikoii down not by a Siib-Iusp3otor 
hut by a Head Constable. Only short notes were tikeu» then they wero 
expaiidedi and then traiislsted. Dr. Ganesh Prasad then referred to the 
speech of the Home Member in connection with the 0. 1. I). Inulmt when 
ho had stated that when he (Home Member) assumed charge the method 
of reporting vernacular speeches was so unsatisfactory and repoits so 
mutilated that it was impossible to take action on them. The Homo 
Member distinctly stated that lor re:isons which in puiilio interest he was 
forbidden to discloso, Government could not release the prisoner in 

question. He realized the feelings of the majority of non’officiiil membors 

in the matter, but under the circumstauods he had no ooutrul and so 
could not accede to that demand. The resolution w'as then put to tho 
vote and as there were few voices of ** Noes’' the President declared 
that ay^ ” carried. It was accordingly adopted . 

On APRIL 4th., the lost day of the Council, there was a very largo 
number of questions only a few of which wore answered. In reply to 
questions by Mr. Mukundilal, the Home Member stated that persons 

convicted in U. P, for political offences either under the Criminal 

Iaw Amendment Act or the Penal Code wore 2 in 1920, 1139 in 
ld2|, IgSh in 1^22 and 12 iu 19^^* Of them 259 wero releas^ 
having asked pardon, 21 as a matter of grace or the free will 
of Govt., and 2117 after serving full term. 35 wore still in jail. Only 
one wotnim was convicted of political offence between 1920 and 1923. 

In reply to a question of Pt. Sri Kishan Datt Palliwal, the Homo 
Member stated that Indian prisoners wore a Kara and a 
for purposes of identification and this necessity did not arise in case 
01 European prisoners whose number w'as very small I It hud been the 
for many years to exact a minimum of 7J seers grain grinding 
from European prisoners in Naini Central Jail but orders had Ijoen 
issued now to exact in future the full task of 15 seers from able* 
iKMlied Europ^ns lit for hard labour. 
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In re{»ly to a queeition of Cliaiidbri Badan Singh if it was a fact 
that Pt. Jawahirlal Nehru and B* Fttrshottandasi Chairman and £x* 
chairman respectively of Allahabad Municipal Boards were unusually 
detained by a Ticket Collector and a C. L D. employee at Benares Canton* 
ment to give information of the place where they intended to put up at 
Benares, the Fitance Member stated that it had been ascertained by enquiry 
that those gentlemen were not detained by any member of the C. 1. 1) 
As the Ticket Collector on duty at the time bad left Benares it was 
impossible to asccitain whether the complaint had any justification 6<. 
far as he was concerned. 

After interpellations the Finance Member announced that they had 
decided to effect reduction in canal Irrigation rates by 5 lakhs, a 
reduction which was strongly urged by members during Budget discussion. 
The announcement was received with acclamation. 

The Finance Member then presented that instalment of siippie 
mental y demands which was withdrawn on the Ist April at the suggestion 
of a member. 

Precedence was giveVi to the Supplementary demand under orders 
of the Governor. This seemed to have been felt by the non*ofiiciaI> 
as there was little time left to consider the resolutions, and .so 
before the supplementary estimates could be presented, Pt. Brpnanduir 
Prasad Misra gave notice of a motion for adjournment to discuss an 
urgent and important public matter, namely, the action of the Govcjrnoi 
in encroaching unconstitutionally on the course of non-official business In 
allowing it to be superseded by supplementary estimate when non-offioial 
l.usinesH got proportionately very small allotment of days. 

The President held that the motion in question was not in order. Thciv 
was nothing emergent. Discretion vested in the Governor in nllotin^. 
business to have precedence and that discretion was exorcised. Thf 
motion was accordingly disallowed. 

fcisupplementary estimates were considered next. One of the new demands 
presented related to sottlcment and it was only of a r.on-contenliuii' 
nature. During the Budget discussion the demand about settlement \va> 
rejected by the council and so presentation of demand as supplemotitaix 
relating to the same subjcet'iratter was objected to by some members 
However after redution by more than three laVhs the supplementary demards 
were voted. There were 6 non-official resolutions and as the major pait oi 
the time was taken up by questions and official business, only one 
resolution could be considered. The following resolution was passed 
“Ibat this Council recommends to the Government that an Ayurvedi* 
jii d Unani College be established in these provinces at an early date. ' 

The Council was then declared prorogued and adjouined 
sine die. 
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Chief Events — Med. 


% V 9 b 84 First sitting of the Cocnci! — Adionrnmfnt motion on the Chief MiniM< ! 
whip carried. 

8 Feb 84 Madimt Irrigation BUI disoiund. 

9 Ffb 84 Mr. Kcsava Pillai's motion to stop rrgiouping of Tillages (jabsrd sgaii: 

Oovernment after heated debate. 

4 Mar 84 Adjotirnmeiit motion on the control of appointment by (loTeinTitM 
talked oat after a hot debate. 

17 Mai 84 I^Tsident announced receipt of a message from H. E. the Goveriu 
recommending his own amendments to the Hindu Beligions Kh«io\' 
ments Bill passed in April 1988. 

82 Mar 84 Grant for Ministers* salaries etc., passed by amendments being guii.otinv 
by lapse of time. 

84 Mar 24 Interesting information was elicited as to the work done by an I. K. : 

man who delivered 18 hours lecture in a year-^Motion for Bipaiiiiio 
of .Yodicial and Executive functions carried against Oovemmriit, 

89 Mai 84 Aitp uinment motion for gagging the Mirasdars* conference at Mayavuiai 
by the Dist. Magistrate diecussed and then witbdrawn~'Ma<h: 
l«and Revenue Bili thrown out. 

1 Apr. 14 Motion condemning the Swot/tjya paper of Madias in impugniiiK tl: 

impartiality of the I^resideni c(iscusBed~-Official bills passed. 

8 Apr. 14 Hindu Bcligious Endowment Bili ai amended by Governor eveUr 
strong criticism by non-ofRcIals but was eventcaliy passed hy tb 
House next day. 

8 An. *84 Mon offiofal Kefolutions pa8sed>-Council pioroemd by Goveruoi. 




Madras Legislative Council 

After its December cession the and Reformed Madras Legislative 
Coiincit resumed its 'sitings on FEBRUARY 5th. The Hon. Dewan 
Bahadur L D. ^amikannu Pillai took the Chair as the new President. 

Hie House wm about to proceed with the business of the day 
when Mr. S. Satyamurti rising to a point of order observed that this 
meeting was not properly convened, his reason was that the meeting 
was first announced to be held on 28th January. Three days before 
that date the original intimation was cancelled and a fresh announcement 
was made to the effect that the House would meet on that day (5th). 

The President ruled that it was properly held. 

Dewan Bahadur M. Krishnan then rose with another point of order. 
He stated that the non -official members had not been given the number 
o( days they were entitled to for transacting their business. 

At question time an unfortunate turn cauic last in the matter of the 
KeddyPangal controversy which was a blot on the public life of the pro* 
Vince' Mr. Swami Venkatachalam Chetty moved an adjournment of the 
House to consider an urgent matter of public importance, viz , the 
issue of a whip by the Hon. the Chief Minister in connection with the 
No-Coniidence ** motion of Mr. C. R. Reddy made in November last. 
The President then asked the opinion of the House whether it gave 
leave to the motion bring made. The President allowed the motion and 
announced that it would be taken up at 4 p. m. A question of taking dis* 
ciplinary action on the SWARAJYA paper for attacking the President was 
next but the matter was postponed. 

Slijj|Mementary Grants were then taken up. 

Ai^i^ant of an additional sum of Rs. 31,000 under Irrigation for 
repairs to minor irrigation works was made as also an additional sum 
of Rs. 1,260 for the additional Sessions Court, Coimbatore. 

An additional sum of Rs. 72.000 as grants in aid to local bodies 
for the maintenance of trunk roads was then granted. 

The TUTICORIN PORT TRUST BILL as amended by the Select 
Committee was next considered and several clauses were agreed to till tbe 
ifth. clause on disqualification of persons to be appointed to tbe Board was 
reached. Tbe discussion that followed on the sections of the bill evoked a 
good deal of racial bias as the Hon. Sir Charles Tod bun ter opposed and 
the oon«>i>fficial members urged election of Indians on the board. An 
amendment that either tbe Chairman or tbe Vice-Chairman should be an 
Indian was passed by defeating Government by 42 to 30 votes. Another 
amendment to exclude Colonial Britishers from the board was made as 
retaliation upon the South Africans and tbe Kenya Whites. 

At this stage Mr. Chetty ’s adjournment motion to consider the 
Chief Minister's whip issued in connection with the no-confidence motion 
Mr. C. R. Reddy in November last was taken up and a long and 
animated debate followed. The matter arose in this way ; !n November 
l^st Mr. C. R. Reddy bad tabled a resolution of no-confidence on 
the Ministers. On this the Chief-Minister, the Raja of Penagal, issued 
^ Government whip to all nominated and other members that they 
should vote for the Ministers. Subsequently when questioned about It 
the Hod. Sir Charles Todhuoter denied any knowledge and opined that 
nominate tnembers were not bound to vote one way or the other, 
certaioly not for Government. Thus tlic Chief Minister was goil*y of 
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violating confidence and his conduct was inconsistent with the dignity of 
the Ho jse. The debate that followed showed the bitterness of communal 
and party feeling in the Council. Mr. Thanikachalam Chetty made 
strong personal refiections on several members who opposed the Ministers. 
Messis. Satyamurti, C. R. Reddy, Sir A« P. Patro, and the Raja of 
Panagal were the chief speakers. The motion was eventually talked out. 

On FEBRUARY Oia the ** dirty linen" of the Reddy— Panagal 
correspondence again came up in question tinae and the supplementary 
questions revealed that Mr. C. R. Reddy had asked the Raja to have 
the Presidentship of the Council and the Vice-Chancellorship of the 
University. Diecussiou on the previous day's amendment on the PORT 
TRUST BILL wis then taken up and again adjourned to the next day. 
The Hon. Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar then moved the Madras IRRIGA- 
ITON BILL. Several amendments were proved to have the bill postponed 
ior six months to one month but were negatived. 

On FEBRUARY 7TH the Port trust Bill was taken up and the 
amendment for the exclusion of Colonial Britishers from the board was 
carried against Govt. The irrigation Bill was next taken up. The 
strongest opponent of the measure proved to be Sir K. V. Reddi who 
pointed out some of the glaring defects in the project, such as the 
forcing of labour, taking possession of land which did not belong ui 
Govt. etc. The bill was eventually referred to a select committee. 

On FEBRUARY 8th there was an unprecedented number of 
tlons and answers which occupied more than ajj hours. A suppletncotaTy 
grant was then laken up and voted. This was a non-official day ar. i 
Mr. Satyamutii objected to official business being taken up. iln 
President promised to give ample time ior non-official business, ii.t.* 
supplementary demand was one which had been rejected by the Hou.m 
in March last, viz, Rs. 17,200 for the special pay to Deputy Colitctcis 
employed in t^etllement work. Govt, slated ib >t a sort of halL promt 
had been made to these officers and so the giant was passed * 

Non-official business was then taken up and Mr. P. Paddiraju's 
motion recommending cancelation of the Government notificaiivm f^ir 
levying a f.e on certain lands in tiie Kistaa District to be included in 
the ayacut registers should be cancelled, was proposed and earned. 

Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava PiUai moved a resolution recommending 
to the G:)verninent that turiher grouping of villages m*ght be iorthwiiU 
stopped. Aftor discussion the Law MemOer suggested an amen iment : 

“That this Council recommend ’i to the Goverument that the policy 
of regrouptug of villages be dUcouiinucl both in the raiyatwari ant 
Zamindari villages and that the villages amalgamated during the la^l 
two years be divided into their origina units, and that «he vdia^f 
officers who were removed consequent lu such amalgamatmn be resiorcd 
to their offices." 'Jhc complaint was that Govt, was savieg money ly 
reducing the cbowkidars and subordinate village officers and lor 
was breaking up village unity. Alter a long debate in which Goverr* 
ment strongly opposed the measure, the resolution was canieii. 

Mr. Abbas Aii moved a resolution that »n future persons aged <*0 
ye^rs or above be not appointed to or continued in the office oi Pubi - 
Prosecutor. It was finally withdrawn on the Law Member giving iv* 
assurance that be would consider the matter. 

Mn B. Mababale Hegde moved a lesolntion for the remission | 
assessment to the ex*ent of two-thirda on all wet lands yielding sccou 
crop whereon the first crop was destroyed by floods It was, iitwt'c'. 
withdrawn on Govt, assuring to look into tbe matter. 

The Council then adjourned till the 4th MARCH. 

On MARCH 4th ^r Charles Todhunter presented the Budget. 
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The following is a summary of the Finance Member's statement : - 
The BudRCt for l» 2 l -35 shows a total revenue of Us. l,(»75 lakhs au<l provMea 
for a total expenliturc of Rs. I,6t10 lakhs, leaving a surplus of R . 15 lakhs which 
will b» utilised towards piyro'snt of tin aovernm^iit: of Iivlia’s kIm.c term loms. 
There is neither increase nor decrease of ta^iatioii. The doling balance is a small 
tiurn of Jls, 14 lakhs, representing the amount at cretUt of the famine insurance fu««l. 
The Budget contains a lump provision of Rs. 7 lakhs for grants to University 
and for fomine and flood ohargM which have not yet baen csiimatod, though it is 
likely that the provision will be far eaocedtNl. The Budget p ovulcs for various 
minor new schemes representing o.'dinary expansion of the working of severa* 
.lepartments. 

The only important sebem? is the long poatpin-'d bifurcation of the ICistna 
District, Provision has betm made for various biiihlings cmxuccttHi with the ordinary 
jvlminisUation by tinancing from loan money works c »stiug half a iakh and more. 
lYovislon made for this purpose in 1934-25 is about Us 8 lakliN 

There has been a steady, though sraa’l, increase in <?xpuiditure in Trunsferreii 
Departments, the percentage having risin from 33 in DtU-23 to 33 in 192 D35. 

Heavy contributions to the Central Government to the tun*! of Uh. 348 lakhs, 
representing moi*c than on3 itfili of the total revenue of Madias, has retarded the 
progress of administration in various direct ions such as mass uiUioation, 

The remission of contributions by Us. 80 lakhs now under discussion in ilio 
Legis'ativc Assembly will go somewhat towards accelerating the progiesu of the 
Pi(«idency. Even then Marlras with a pi>pulntiou of 43 miliious will bo far 
briiind her sister prcsklency of Bombay with a i>opulati(‘n of 19 millions. 

Dewan Bahadur Krishna Kao moved an adjouniment tu dis- 
cuss the question of distribution of patronage and the control of 
the Services. The point stressed by the mover was that recently 

it had come out that the Ministers had no free hand at all 

in the matter of patronage and appointments, that they had 
become assimilated into the reserved half of tlio Government. The (»ovt. 
brought in a very old despatch of the Court of Directors of the days of the 
Company relying upon some saving clauses in the Governnient of India 
.Act. The question of divisions of functions, the devolution rules, 
the control of the services etc, were brought in and instances were 
cited during the long debate of cafes where tlie Ministers had been 
reduced to a nonentity and appointment in their departments bad 

been made by supersession. The motion however was talked out. 

On MARCH 6th the general discussion of the budget which 

lasted lor 3 days was opened. The voting of grants was taken up 
on the t7th March and continued till the agtb. Altogether 45 non- 

ofhria's spoke on the general discussion and the gcuerat grounds of 
complaint were about education and irrigation. The provincial contribution 
and the Salt l ax also had the^r usual share. 

On MARCH 17th the Hon the President announced receipt of a 
message from H. E. the Governor in respect of the Madras Hindu 

Heligious Endowments Bill which was passed at the meeting of the 

last Council in April 1923. 

Mr. T. A. Ramalinga Chettiar ro§e to a point of order and en 
tjuired whether the remitting of the Bill back to the Council waa 

|Q order. Mr. C. R. Reddy also raised a point of order as to wbc'dier it was 
order to remit the Bill to a new Council. These points were ixostponed. 
Motions on the Budget for 1921-25 were then taken up. The first 
demand was for Land Revenue. A number of motions (or reduction 
or omission of allotments for executive subordinates, fixed travelling 
allowance» establishment for prepa ing statislics etc., were moved and 
explanations having been fa oished b Government, they were withdrawn. 

Bao Bahadur A. S. Krishna Rao moved the omission of the allot- 
ment of Rs* 97,661 to the B:ard of Revenue— FI ancial Cemmi sioner aod 
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establisbroeuts. The object o£ the motion wss to rv^coihmeiid the abolition 
of the Board of Revenue. This was carried agMnst Govt, by 49 to 33. 

Mr. S. Satyamorti at this stage moved an adjournment of the 
House to consider a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., 
the sending of a telegram by some membetn of the Council to the 
Government of India supporting the maintenance of the Salt Duty at 
Rs. 2 per maund if the Provincial contribution from Madras was to 
be reduced. After some discussion the President ruled it out of order. 

Th^ time limit for the Land Revenue demand having been reached 
by the long discussion some 80 motions for reduction lapsed and the 
House then voted the whole of Rs. 220.94 lakhs minus Rs. 97.661 
disallowed on the 17th. 

The Excise grant of Rs. 24*13 lakhs was then taken up. Mr. C. 
V. Iyengar moved a cut of Rs. 25 oho to abolish Assistant Commis* 
sionership. In the discussion that followed the excise policy was strongly 
attacked whetenpon the Govt, member proposed to have the matter 
put to vote on a nominal cut of Rs. 100. Mr. Iyengar consequently 
amended his motion, but after discnssiou the President asked him t > 
withdraw the motion as the object, namely, of raising a discussion 
bad been achieved. The whole excise demand was then granted by 63 to 2S. 

On MARCH 19th a long string of very important questions on the 
work of the cabinet, the secret of appointments, and Rules etc. for 
these, made the proceedings very lively# as Government did not disclose 
cabinet secrets and gave only evasive answers. On the resumption of 
voting on grants the demand under Stamps was cut down by Rs. 1,000 
on the motion of Mr, C. V. Iyengar. There was a long debate on 
which the members attacked Government for having commercialised 
litigation and finally Government was defeated by 63 to 23 votes in 
this cut. The Stamp demand less Rs. 1,000 was then passed. The 
forest demand was then granted. 

On MARCH aoth questions elicited the information that Ministers 
were in the habit of roving about in their electoral tours at public 
expense* The demand under Registration was next taken up. Rai Bahadur 
Karasimhaebari moved for a cut of Re. i to raise a general discussion. 
The action of the Inspector General ol Registration in dismissing 
people right and left and going over the country to canvass openl>' 
lor the Hon. Sir A. P. Patro was strongly condemned, but Sir A. 1. 
Fatro said that the statement was a lie. Eventually the motion as well 
as a few others were withdrawn and the total demand was passed. 
Similarly the demands under Irrigation were carried. 

On MARCH aand the Ministers* salary grant came under the 
guillotine rule and was passed without discussion owing to lapse of 
time. Mr. C. R. Reddy wanted to have this matter taken up buttne 
House did not allow him and so he, followed by many members 01 
the opposition, left the House. 

* Co MARCH 24 a large number of questions enlivened the pro- 
ceedings of the House. The power of Ministers to give effect to reso- 
lutionst the Indecent haste in convicting the Editor of ^e “Congress 
paper Of sedition in one day's trial, the scandalous way in which ^ro • 

Smith of the Presid^cy College did bis work, and various other matte - 

were discussed in interpellations. On the resumption of the budget 
law Member made an announcement in respect of 

Executive and Judicial functions that the Govt, of 
ccssider the question on an all*lndia basis, so the matter was 
postponed. Several other grants were then passed. 
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Oil MARCH asw. on mompaon of thar budget grants, the *Gsolt* 
demiuid lor Rs. 3t'6i was moved by Sir Arthur Knapp. Mr. K. Uppl 
g^ltab moved a out ot a lakhs from the allotment of 13 Ukhs for 
dietary charges, on the ground that the police quite unneceesaiily and 
harassiagly put a very large number of innocent people into prison. 
The reputation of the Indian Police on this matter is world-wide. 
The main obiection was to the great number oi Moplah prisoners kept 
in )ail. Mr. C. V. Iyengar proposed a cut of 1 lakh instead of a. This 
was put and carried. Tne demand under Gaols was then agreed to. 

Hon. Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar then presented the Police Budget— 
a demand oi Rs. 153*02 lakhs. He made a long preparatory apeech 
outlining his policy and promising various measures of public utility 
with a view to meet pcTpular demands against police expenditure. Only 
a lew minor cuts were proposed aod withdrawn. 

On MARCH 26th Mr. C, V. Venkataramana Iyengar moved a 
reduction of 5 lakhs from the Police budget. He said that Madras was 
spsnding more on Police than other provinces and less on Education. The 
motion was not accepted and the whole Police demand was finally agreed to. 

Mr. Satyamurii moved a nominal reduction of Rs. 100 from the 
provision of Ks. B*oi lakhs for Education Reserved** and in the coarse 
ot a long speech attacked the policy of the Govt, ia maintaining 
separate European and Anglo-Indian Schools. After discussion the motion 
was negatived by a huge majority. The demand under *' Education 
Reserved*' was then passed. 

Hon Sir A. P. Patro then moved the demand of Rs. 120*48 lakha 
under ** Education Transferred.** A cut 01 Rs. 10,000 proposed by 
Mr. Thampan from the grant to Arts College was withdrawn, as also 
a few minor cuts. The moU interesting part of the debate was where 
Mr. Satyamurti exposed the work or no-woik of an European Professor, 
one Mr. £. Smith, who drew nis princely Silary for lecturing about a 
djzeu hours iu the whoe yeir I Th s worthy imperial Sorvice-man had 
his whole time given to the European Govt, servants* Af»oclatioa ( 
On the Minister promising to make enquiries the matter was dropped. 
Mr. A. R. Mudaiiar then raised the question of the undesirability of 
maiotataiog separate colleges lor . eparate comm inities. Mr. C. R, Reddy 
strongly spoke in support of such institudons, and Dr. Nateia Mudaiiar urged 
the starting of a MiUomedan College. The motion was in the end withdrawn. 

On MARCH 27TH at question time some diversion was created by the 
ex Minister, Sir K. V Reddy, answering certain questions directed to the 
Education Minister. Some members quesdonei this procedure whereupon 
Sir Venkata tA d that bince the present Mims er was only 6 months in 
office, u was not fair to ask him as to what was doie before that. 
Tile Preiide.it intervened and said that the ex-Minister could reply to 
questions only when requestei to do so by the incumbent in ofiice. Mr. 
Veukicaramana Iyengar asked questions regarding the Mirasdars* Conference 
which was to be hsld at Mayavaram on the 30th but was interfered with 
by the diet riot au chin ties. Tne Liw Member cook all responsibility upon 
him elf but said thit he mu«t depend upon the "men on the spot.** 

Voting of grants was then resumed. Kao Bahadur A* K. Krishna 
Ran raised the question of the creadon of an Andhra University whicb 
had long been hanging in the balance without Govt, doing anything 
in* the matter. Sir A. P. Patro in reply assured the House that the 
Dovt. was moving in the matter thougn slowly. He had asked the 
P. W. D. to make plani. The F nance Committee had resolved that as soon 
AS relief came on the score of the Provincial Contribution, a sum would 

kept apart for this new university. But at present there was no 
hope of any financial relief, but be promised to press the Finance Com- 

62 
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niiteo Uft ^oOdB. Ai a Go^(ttnmeat wbyb oommittedl to ttio Bcheme 
Oft biB owo retpofttibilitf Sir Patso was getting a bill drafted 

The demand under ** Ednoatioft *Vaa fhtn passed wltbont any redartum 

Alter lunch the Medical grant of Ks 55*15 lakhs was taken up 
Mr. A. Ranganatba Mndaliar in moving for a cat of Hs too raisf j 
the qnestion of indlgenons systems of meoicine which were being grossly 
neglected by the Govt. The Hon*ble the Minister promised to bring 
in a supplementary bill lor this purpose after the cabinet had met 
and given its snnetion. The mover, wished to ptese bis motion 
for the purpose oi strengthening the bands of the Minister by giving 
him the backing of the House. The Minister, however, said that such 
hacking would rather do harm to the project than strengthen his 
bands and conseqaently he was going to vote against the motion 
Thereupon the mover withdrew bis motion. Several minor cuts 
proposed which were not pressed and finally the remaining items 
of the Medical demand were put to the House and passed. 

On MARCH 3^th the Mirasdars* question was raised in the H 
Me. C. R. Reddy, the Raja of Ramuad and Mr. Satyamnrti taking the 
lead. The latter moved an adjournment of the House to consider the 
gagging order of the Distrlc* Magistrate, Tanjore, which had the effect 
of stopping the Mirasdars* coutereoce by force, but he withdrew it on 
an a su ranee given by the Law Member that be would see that ng)it 
and justice was done. Sir Arthur Knapp then introduced the Madras 
Land Kevenue Hdl which proposed to re-assess land at almost clouhh* 
the prevailing Sates. Mr. T. V Seshagiri Ayer was heading an agitation 
outside the Council to throw out the bill The Raja of KoIlengoc!<* 
supported the bill, but the maionty of the leading Conncillors opposed n, 
including such men as Dewan Bihador M. Krishniu Nair. Sit K V. KulK 
and Mr, Ramaswamy Mudalier. After the whole day's debate the bill 
thrown out by a large majority, fS votmg for and 68 against the bill. 

On MARCH 31st an excess grant ol Hs 3*09,748 was demanded to 
regularise the expenditure chargeable to leveoiie incurred in i9^-'^3 
excess ol the grant voted in that year. This was agreed to. Rs. 3o,cv>o for 
tour expenses in connection with the Govt, exodus to the hills was then dt 
manded and agreed to. Several small su,ms were then demanded as suppU men 
tary grants which were earned. The Raja of Paoagal moved for a g aui 
of Ks. 1,86,340 under the head Medical. This was earned, as also a motion 
for Rs, 20,000 to provide for expenditure on indigenous systems of medicine. 

'this closed the Budget discussion. Sir Charles Todhunter then read 
a communication from ttirs Governor certifying the demand of Ks. 97*^^* 
under "General Administration— Secretariat Establishment,— Board ot 
Revenue'* which had previously been rejected by the House. 

On APRIL I8t« on the Council re-assembling, the Hon. Sir M. 
Habibuilab, who had so long been under deputation on the Lee Com- 
mission, resumed ofihee as Revenue Member of the Gove, and took ins 
seat as such in ibe Council. He was greeted with cheers from tt.e 
whole House, be was the most popular figure amongst the front- 
rank members. There were a large number of questions and some <» 
them quite enlivened the otherwise dull proofings* Large sums y 
money spent by the Governor for his furniture and odds and coos 
iorm^ the subject matter of a long paisage-at-arms between the Hope 
Member and Mr, Satyamnrti. 

Rao Bahadur Etbirajulu Naidu next moved his reaotntion that the nou- 
strongly disapproved ol the action of the swak^ya paper in impugniof t t 
impartiality of the President of the Conred. There was a heated 
this motion which was finally withdrawn at the request of the Law McmtH 
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0«wMi Batiadiir M. Kiiahnan Nair' tliea bronglit in bis lUlabar 
Teaancy Bill which was pat to tbe House and carried. Sir Arthot 
Knapp inirodnoed a btU to amend the Madras Children Act 1930 
aod at the same sitting the bill Was passed into law. Mr. C. P. 
Kamaswami Aiyar then moved the Madras Pilferage Prevention Bill« 
which, alter a Itttle opposicon, was carried by a majunty. 'ihe Bill 
was then referred to a select committee. 

On APRIL 2nd the President took up the Madras Hindu Religious 
Endowment Bill for consideradon accotding to the message ot the Go\euor 
recMved on the previous day. This was a bill passei by the last 
Council and af ec having passed through various stages wa^ now with 
the Governor waiting 1 is assent to become law ; ihe Governor had 
however suggested certain ameadments as a cooduion precedent to h s 
assent being given. Now these amendments were bif jre the House, ^veral 
points of order were raised questiomng the legality ot the Governor's action 
but the President said that it was his duty to execute the message. 
He moved the first amendment as ptoposed by the uovemor, when the 
Kaja of Ramnad moved that the consideration of the bill be adjourned 
for a year. He was supported by the Raja of Chailai>alU an I Messr Krislina 
Rao, C, K. Reddy, and others. The strongtsi cousututional objecUiU was 
taken oi the method pursued by tUe Govtinor retuiUinga Bill from one 
Council which was dissolved to anothe which then came into existence. 

On the s de ot Cover ment, the amendment was strongly opposed 
t>y the Law Member and the Advocate General, and finally was defeated 
by 40 to 60. Discussion then turned on what should be done with 
the new amendments proposed by the members. Ihe Advocate General 
anted the presid nt to vote tnem all out of order save and except 
the Governor's amendments. On this point there was much dncussiun 
which were not concluded when the House rose. 

On APRIL 3rd the Pre ident gave hi** riniri * on the several points 
of order raised on the last day's debate on the Governor's amendment < 
to the Religious Endowments lidl. He said that on the day when the 
House passed the bill (m the last Council it exhausted its right to 
move amendments and the Governor's am iidinents were in the naxure 
')i alterations proposed by him could not be couutcr-amcnded. 
therefoie ruled all the other ameadments as out of order whereupon a 
number oi opposition members left the House 10 protect. The Governor's 
amendments were then placed before the House one by one and pisie ^ 
Atone stage Sir K. V. Ketdy and Mr. Krishnan Nan again raised thou 
voice of protest and several more members lett the House, but final •/ 
ail the amendments were carried through, the remaining cipposition 
members taking no part in the proceedings. 

On the House re-assembling after lunch non-official resolutions were 
taken up. Mr. K. V. Reddy moved that the Ghat Thalayaris vi^ho had 
been removed in pursuance of the retreochmeut scheme be rc-instated# 
This was agreed to. Mr. Abbas Ali moved that all the Moplah 

prisoners, other than actual murderers etc., of the last rcb.qiioo be 
released. He compared the Moplabs to a beHigercot force and he said 

that the only decent thing after peace had been established was to 

^et them free. The motion was earned. Government opposing. Mr. K. 
Thampan then moved that the assessment on second crops in places 
.afiected by the recent drought in Malabar be remitted. On Sir M. 

HabtbuUah opposing it on behalf of (iovornmenl on the grouud that 
all possible concession had already been given, the mover withdrew the 
motion. This closed the business of the Council for the March Session* 

H. £. the Governor then came and declared the Council prorogued in 
a short speech in which be took leave of the Council befop* retirement. 
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The first meetiog of the second B. & O/ Legislative Council took 
place on Tuesday the tsth January, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 
Khwaja Mohawad Nur presiding. There was a full attendance of members. 
Ht £• the Governor inaugurated the new Council in a short speech. 

The Council met next on Wednesday, the i6th January to elect a 
Deputy President tor the Council and non-official members on the Standing 
Committee on Public Accounts. On votes being taken Chowdhury Bhagwat 
Prasad 'Samant Kai Mahapatra was elected as the Deputy- Ptesideut. 

On FEBRUARY isth, the fifst business day, the Council met for 
non-official resolutions. The first resolution was moved by Mr. Md. 
Yunus recommending the publication of the Council proceedings in the 
vernaculars. The mover urged that such a step would serve to educate 
the electois and keep them in touch with what their representatives 
were doing in the Couiicil. The motion was carried. Govt, opposing. 
Mr. Yunus moved another resolution suggesting the creation of a 
department for the mansgement of endowed estates. He said that it was in 
the intererta of the public at large that such a department should be created. 
Mr. Mubarak Ali moved an amendment to the resolution that early eficcr 
be given to the Mussalman Wakf Act 1923 which was accepted by tlu* 
House and carried. 

Alter lunch^ Mr. Mubarak Ali*8 resolution regarding the re-oi^ning 
of the Saran canal was discussed. The mover said that the extension of 
the canal would ofier facilities to the agriculturists for irrigation purposes. 
The motion was fiuaily carried by 33 against 12 votes. Govt, opposing. 

On FEBRUARY istb Kumar Rajivaranjan Prasad Sinha moved the 
following resolution 

This Council recommends to the Government — (a) that the report ot 
the committee on the separation of executive and judicial functions 
forthwith published for eliciting public opinion and criticism ; (b) that the 

Government do publish their final conclusions after considering !hosr 
opinions and criticisms within a petipd of three months from the date ot 
the said report : and (c) that the Govt, do make provision in their budget 
for 1924*23 lor a sum approximatefy sufficient to enable them to carry 
out dnring the course of the next financial year the recommendations maclr 
in the said report. 

After a long debate the resolution was split up into three parts and put 
to vote separately. The first clause was carried. The second clause was 
pressed to a division and canied by 46 to 19. The third part was then 
put and lost by 28 against 34. 

Rai Bahadur Dwatka Nath moved that an Ayurvedic College b.* 
established in the province. In proposing the resolntiou, be said, peoph 
all over India were insisting on the establidiment of an Ajmrvedic College. 
Allopathic Colleges were many but no Ayurvedic College organised on 
scientific basis existed. MonWi Mobarak Alt suggested an amendment tor 
tekehiog Tibbi along with Ayurveda. After a long debate and on the 
assn ranee of the Mioisteis that the matter will be enquired into by them, 
tlie resolution was withdrawn. 

On FEBRUARY 14th Supplementary Demands were taken ui* 
Mr. W. S. Bremaer moved that the Council do assent to the sup 
pemontary grahVol Rs. 57,400 under head Irrigation, Navigation 
etc. He said that the Dehri weir was severely damaged dunng 
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n Laksbmidhar Mahanti 
ty ^^hawfijan Das 

^wdhuri Bfaagafaat Prashad Bamaotarai 
^Mahapatra. 

BebuQodavarkVlka 


Jimut Baban Ben 

Manlavi Shaikh Mubammail Musaiu 
Babn Nageshvar Box Ray 
Uai Bahadur Harat Ohandra liay 
. Babn Krishna Ballabh Bahay 
I Tbakuiai Brahmeshvar Dayal Hingli 
I Babn Bakslii Jagdam Prashad Lai 
„ Nilkantba C'hattarji 
l)ulu Maiiki. Mr. Bri Naiayati Balmy 
> P. Kennofly. R. 0. Dunby 
] J. H. Jennaway 
I Babn Narcndra Nath Mukharjt 

Nomikated Nok-offioiaL 8 : 

Raja Bahadur Marlhar Prashad Narayan 

Bingh. 

Kban Bahadur Nawabsada Baiyid Ashmf- 
ud*din Abnuul. 

Babn Det aki Nandan Prashad Bingh 

Rai Bahadur Jyotish Chandra Bbattacharji 

F. E. L. Morrison 

Rev. Emannel Hukhh 

Babn Bishwa Nath Kar 

Rev. K.H. Whitley 

„ Prittam Lather Singh. Lala Bai) Nath 
Dhaajishah Meherjibhai Madan 
Rev. S. K. Tataidar 
8d. Bultan Ahmad 
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Council openod Ity H. S, the Governor. 

Kon^GAcial Bendittioiii, Reul. to pnblith Ooniicil Prooeedingt la 
yemaenlar panad. 

Keioltttion on fepaasioD of Judicial k EjMCntive i!*anetioiie paued. 

dnpplementaip Dfinanda prcaentedL 

BCDQET PBE8BHTSD. 

Knmar 8lnlia*a Buolntion to deviw meaentee for the prerentiou «»t 
floode paued. 

Mr. Ohatterjca'e BuolttUon for the introduction of Charka m 8choi)'ii 
paaaed. 

Budget diBcaaii<m**Hr. M. B, Das very itrongly critioieed the iMMtMiu 
of Mixiiaters. 

Mr. Chatterjea's motion for the release of all political priioners itabiMxi— 
—Mr. Mandal's motion to amend the Court Fees Act VI 1 of 1870 
ilefeatecL 

Voting on Budget grants— Demand under Laml Bevcnue granted aittr 
rctluction. 

Demand under Kxciee granted in face of strong non-official opiiositiou. 

Demands under Stamp, Fomt and Kegistrat^on granted. 

Demand under Irrigation granted. 

Demand under General Administration granted alter* I’eduction — Demaints 
under Justice and Jails k Oonvias* Settlements granted. 

Demands under Police and Bernal Minor heads granted. 

Govt. Statement regarding its Excise Po icy— Builget demands irratitrd— 
COVNCIL PROKOQVED 
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bigh flood* in August last. Alter having explained the nature o( the damage^ 
he i^id that it was necessary to repair these damages to brihg the bone 
Cabal Into efficient state of workiug. The total amount would be a lues 
25 thousand rupees, of which I lac would be spent this year, it had been 
inanaged to secure Rs- 42,600 by re-appropriatlon by strict economy. 
Fcr the balance of Ks. 37*400 a supplementary demand had bwon put 
forward. Put to the vote the motion was carried. 

A grant of Rs- 26, coo under head *ot her than revenue expenvHtnro 
financed from ordinary revenue.’ was also carried. 

The Hon’b’e Sir Muhammad Fakbruddin moved that thu Council do 
assent to a supplementary grant oi Rs. 2.100 for the '* Puici asc of Mog!:ul 
Coins for the I^tna Museum. ” The mc»tion was put to the vote and earned. 
Also a supplementary grant of Rs 4 1 , 5-^3 for ** Grants to local bociics 
for primary education — Recurring" agreed to. He also moved for a 

supplementary grant of Rs. 3.00,000 undtT head "Loans under the 
Co-operative Societ'es Act.* This wats agrrt»d to. 

The B. & O. Budget. 

On FEBRUARY J5th thi- Biidgit was prcteulctl by tlse Finance 
Mciuher, the Hon. Mr. S, Sinha. When the budget lot thi^ cuiicnt 
financial year was passed last March, he txptclfd an opeuirg baiaitce 
oi one ciore iwciUy-two lakhs and ihitiy-nine thousand, ti levtnue 
ol five cioTes ihiiiten lakhs and thirly^thrce thousand, on expendi- 
tuu: (debi’sble lo levctivt) of five irons rjine Rkhs ami uglily- 
tijln tfcoutaiid, ai.d a clcsing balanct' tl cnc croic iwinlv six lakhs 
j'l d linety-tix ttcu.‘ar.d. Ihe actual rc^uNs showed an altciaticir <11 the right; 
th e in all ibcfe ittms. T he optnirg balance was ore cic n- icily- three lakhs 
ard twenty eight tl cusard (namily an ixccss of tweruy-lakhs eight>-:*inc 
the iJ.'-arc), the revenue was cslimatid at five crores iwenly .<( vi n If khs 
and. fifty-one thousand (nanuly' an excess of fourteen lakliiii (ighlecn 
thiiutr.iio) and the ixpendiuire (debitable to revenue) was estimated at four 
Clous nincty-tvo lakLs ai/d tbiriy-Tiine ibeufand (namely sev ntein lakhs 
fiuty-riine thousana less than cstimaltd), with the result that be expected 
to cics tbe year Witli a balance ol one crore sixty-five lakhs and fiv< tlcusand. 

i or the next linatiCiiAl year he anticjpalcd a lurther iccTea.*e of revtLue 
to five cr rts thiriy-lour lakhs and (orty-uvo thousard— that i.s. an tx^^ ^.s of 
six hikhs ninety-one thousand over that of the current year, 'Ibis estimate 
might have, however, to be modified, if the results of the excise sctiknunts 
m. not teme up to expcctalic r;s, and pcsfibly tliat for stamps also inav have 
to i<VJ||duced, as since the last few months there had been a falling off 
urcU-t;S|;.head. 

jjlHlng lo expenditure, he said: ’the cst’mated amount reipiiu tl for next 
y*‘"^^TO 8 lufrjve of new sclumc^) was lour cioie.s ninety-c ne lakhs and thirty 
ihut thousand, almost exactly one Irkli lefs than our esiinuitfd f xpi^ndihiu* 
tki> 5’ear. The total ultimate cost of the new sr hemes put forward was 
twelve lakhs and thirty thousand recurring and tJiiny-five lakhs fortv-two 
thousand non-recurring. The closing balance at the end of 1924-25 was 
pul at one crore seventy-nine lakhs and filty-ifight thousand. 

The main outlines of the budget are charactcnsed by the Hmiliar 
katures of disproportionately more expenditure over the Police, the 
JajU, Justice etc and ever so much Jess, compaiabvely speaking, on 
Education, Public Htahh, Medical and Indubtiics. There was ptovisioti 
lo Rg, 17,87,000 for Jails, 82,81 oco for Police and 3fi,93»oco for 
Justice, an expenditure of 68,22 coo for Education, 20,89,000 for 

Mecitcal, 9,99,000 for Public Health and but 7,55.000 for Industries, 

4 t 75 .coo lor primary education, 3 lakhs for capital expenditure on 

medical buildings in rural areas and 2 lakhs for recurring grant to 

i«(a) 
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Difttcict Boiiedi (or medical dodfet showed an 

ioerease of f» 53»090 ovsr (he^fsvised amoaot aod this comfidsodi 74,000 hr 
coavsrtifig me fisbat School of Engtoeeriag into a CoUeko had 30,000 
tor Orissa Eogliieetiag schcKdr ^os niakmg ap e total of 2»o4,ooo 
^atoll the carreat estimate of i,76»ooo lor me twb schools taken 
tibig^ther« Two other ootable proimoos are 71,000 lor the Cottage 
ladustcies, Institute and 50,000 for the Tirhat Tedmical institute. 

On FEBRUARY iStb non-offidal resolutions were jurther taken up. 
Ur. Duln Manki moved : * This Council recommends to the Government that 
people be permitted to take for fuel sabai grass and home materials free 
of charge from the protected forests in the district of Singbhum.' There 
were 3 amendments to the resolution which were all declared out of 
Older. The motion was canted. Govt, not opposing. 

The rettlntion of Kumar Rajivaranjan Prasad Sinha urging the 
appointment of a Standing Committee consisting of officials and non-officials 
lor the next three years to devise measurm and take such timely action 
as may be necessary for the prevention of further recurrence of the floods 
in the rivers Qanges and the Sone in the district of Shahabad which was 
afterwards amended with the addition of the districts of Bhagalpur aud 
Monghyr and Palamau as well was passed, inspite of Government opposition. 

On FEBRUARY 19th a heated debate took place on the introduction 
4)f the Charka in Schools. Babu Nilkantha Chatterjee moved:—'* This Council 
recommends to the Government that in all public schools grrangements be 
made for teaching boys and girls above the age of ten the art of spinning 
by *' Charka.'' He said that the majority of Indians did not know what 
were called two meals a day. According to an official statement the average 
incotne of an Indian was Rs. 2-8 a month. This terrible poverty of the people 
could to a very great extent be mitigated % the introduction of Charka. 

Pandit Godawaris Misra supported the resolution. This was a subject, 
he said, which should have been given consideration by Government long 
before. The spinniog wheel, which was introduced in this country in 
accordauc:! with the Congress resolution and which had become very 
popular would have succeeded w^'U had not unnecessary interference 
come from the Police at the instigation of the Govt. 

Babu Gane^h Dutt Singh opposing the motion- asked why there should 
be compulsion when there was a general talk of freedom every wberv 
to-day. Let tho«e who want to learn do so by all means. He 
what they were going to do io case of 42 lakhs of boys of school-going 
How many, he asked, who were supporting the resolution were spun mg 
Cbaikha themselves ? Why can not they go about in villages and ask 
to take to it ? They had failed there and they had come to the OTiicil 
and were asking Government to do it 1 

Sir Muhammad Fakhruddin said that he personally was a grjit 

believer in Cbarkha. But they had to see if Charkha could be phcr d on 

an economic basis. He iss'^ed circulars sometime back to Regisir:irs of 
Co-operative Societies to supply Charkha to pardanashio ladles, incapacitat« d 
people and poor agticulturists who wanted it. Thus Government iJ«t 
against it* He pleaded spinniog being made ao optional subject for h>ys 
and compulsory for girls. If the resolution was thus amended aiui d. >t 
was laid down that the boys should bring cotton tbemtelves, be v.vuM 
have; no objection to accepting the resolutioii. After a long debau the 
motion was pat to tkw vote and carried by 37 to 26 votes. 

Qa FEBRUa^ & Mad tbore ««• d geaeria ditc^on oo tb. 
Sudg«t attackad by ment of tM lodian 
for tbe. MboAttiat P(#u ex|MndU(ire and Bu npfitog of the vita^n. 
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vices bl the peo^ were beiag eacoareged for the purposes of roveiiue» so 
gaid Aobot Prmdo J. C. MettechgTyaa Mr. Ra]etidra Misra ; the 

latter ahio attacking tbe C. f . D. strongly. Messrs RaLmaaraysfi Misra aiid 
Mahapatm arged for more money for Orissa Mr. Jal’eswar Prasad 
spc^s mgatost the increase in the pay of high officials and the cost of 
admiinistratioii doubling in the last four years. Mr. M. S. I>a 8» late 
‘ strongly attacked the position of Ministersv They wore mer^ 
look«rs*dn e^ith no power to do any good to the people. They were 
like ffisd fnarried to widows and saddled with step-sons t They were 
encumbeted with man^ step-sons, sitting behind them in the official 
benches and going by the name of their secretaries 1 1he Govt, 
members then replied, supporting their standpoint in their usual way. 


On MaRCH 5th, on the Council re-assemblinx, non- official business 
was taken up. There was a very meagre attendance, only some 55 
members out of 105 attending, majority being the Govt, members at d 
their supporters, lospite of this a resolution by Mr. Nilkantha Chattcril 
who moved' for the release of all political p isoners of the Province, 
was carried by a majority. A heated debate followed in which Mr. 
Rajandbari Singh. Pc. Godawans Misra, Kai Bahadur Dwarka Natl*, 
Mr. Jimnt Sen, Mr. Srinarayan Sahay, Babu Jalesbwar Prasad and others 
took part in support of the resolution. The Hon. Mr. McPherson in 
opposing the. motion on behalf of Govt, made a scurrilous speech 
aUucking Pt. Gopabhandu Das which was highly resented by the Council. 
Eventually the motion was adopted. 

Babu Bhuvaneshwari Prasad Mandal then moved This Council 
recotnmends to the Government that the Court; Fees Act Vll of i^^yo 
as amended by the' Bihar aud Otissa Court Fees (Amendment) Act 
19 iurth r amended so as to fix a maximum hinit of Hs 5000/* 

leviaDm;^% ad-valorem fees on institution of suits.*' 

The%' motion was put to vote and resulted inequality tf division* 
With th0: casting vote of t ie Presicleot the motion was negatived* 

Votes on Budget Grants 

Oa^^p\KCH 6th the budget demands were discussed item by item 
and upon. The, Hon. Mr. H. McPherson first moved that the 

Council do assent to the demand of Rs. 20,30,0921 under the head 

**Land Revenue.*' 

Babu Gur Sahay Lai moved that the provision of R«. 83 200 for 

Kanungo estabU><bmeat *' be omitted. The mover urged that Kanungocs 

were not. really required and they were ciigaged iu discharging duties 
other than their own and for which they did not exist. Ihe Hon. 
Mr. McPherson opposing the motion said that the iriuver had fol- 

lowed a wrong .course in asking the Council for the totil abolition 
of the Kanungoes. The Kanungoes were doing quite useful work autl it 
was not possible to dispense with their services, Ultiraateiy the motion 
was put to the vote and carried by 28 against 25 vote,^. 

Attet some other motions for reduction had been witlidrawa, tb?.? reduced 
demand of Rs, 19,60 80S was voted by the Council uauor Lind K'.;Ve!.iUo. 

The Hon. Mr, Gaoe^h Dutta Singh then moved : — ** Tlie f'ouunl ic' ^.sseut 
^ the demand ol Rs. 10,38,9^16 under the head Ex ise." 

Discussion on the motion of Babu Jagabandhu Singfi for fni^ceUattoonii 
coDiIngeitctee* be reduced by Rs. 20,130 commenced whcf; iheCoun^if 
^jottcuW* 

On March 7th the debate on Babu Jagabandhu SUgh's motion that 
the ftem of Rs, 29,311 for •'Miscellaneous contingencies" undac tho 
bead ^ be reduced by Rs. 20,150 was then resumed. 
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Babu Godavvaris . Midia BupportiDg the motion said that there were 
already faciUtiea (or the eiroiec officers to tour in the distticts and there 
was no necessity for a steam lanncb. The motiem was ultimately negatived 
without a division. Then came the main cut. 

Mr. Jlmut Bahan Sen moved that the demand under the liead 
'Excise* be reduced by Rs. 10,000,000. The mover criticised the excise 
policy of the Government and bad not concluded when the House 
rose. 

On MARCH 8lb the Council held a short sitting. The Hon. Mr. Gauesh 
Datta Singh, after formally introducing the Bibar and Orissa Aerial Ropeways 
Bii), 1924, moved that the Bll be referred to a Select committee. The 
object of the Bill was to authorise, facilitate and regulate the construedrm 
and working of aerial ropeways in Bihar and Orissa. 

Iho Hon. Mr. Sinha next moved fpr leave to introduce the Bihar 
and Oribsa Local Fund Audit Bill, 19^4, and that it be circuiattd 
for the puti ose of eliciting opinion thereon. The motions were «'icii ]ued 
by the House. The object of the Bill was to provide for and regulate 
the audit oi local funds in Bihar and Orissa* 

On MARCH 10th the Excise demand was next taken up. Pis. Rajerdra 
Mtsra, ShtvaHianker Jha, Moul. Umid Ali and others spoke m sm, ;.o.rt 
ol Mr. Sell's iiioiiou and strongly attacked the Excise policy of the Govt. 

Mr. M. S Has, who launched a fierce attack, said, could any one maiui jiin 
that liquor shops were good agencies to elevate human nature ? It wa? ? nd 
that ih: m< fhod to stop the evil was to increase the cost and thus |-!: C( 

liquor beyond the reach of the poor. Could Govt, show one instance of :’oo1 
ever comin: out of a policy of taking money from the pfiopU*. for indu 
in 0 bud l.'iibit on thoir part ? The .emedy w^as to recast the policy, if v\"y 
could not find means lu make up for the deficiency in revenue, the]|^;y- rsl 
icduce tl'.o cost oi the admin. stfation, Could such a system of adml^ir r n* 
t.t.n com n and the admiration of humanity ? Could not a Governn: iu., 
which Inst croroa to st(>p an evil habit of the. Chinese, find mean'* in io 
ti e same ir regard to thi.s country ? He would lik to Iinn\« f' -v; 
Goverunu-r.t members would feel if the price of whisky was increnf-M! tr 
Ra 50 a bo! tie ! The whole d(q,Mr>meut should bo manned by syinj it siic 
Indians. It could not do to have an Engl sbman for the E>:ci.st.' CMn.*;/ 
sionci . He uppeided to non-officials to take things in their own bui rls .i c 
not trust tl'O^e for teform w’ho believed in pegsl 

li i Bihadur Dwarka Kath said Mr. Das's speech should opiu il’i 
eyes of the Govcrumeut. Mr. McPherson, said the speaker, had di 
attention into the his. ory of drink in the country to show that drui-k i .r.- 
was common in Bengal in pre-Biuish days. Was he m a position to . a; 
that people on account of excise policy were more temperate end uu rt 
sober now ? Could he give figures to substantiate it? From earliest imjcs 
the excise policy had been indicted by our best men, including men like Mr. 
Gokhale. and the late Mr Cane Mr Cane had shown that drunkenness i 
bi^en increased as a result of the excise administration. Temperance \v.is 
Bibt the guiding motive of the Govt but to secure the maximum p *s- 
»ible reveone. Temperance w'as not the watchword but revenue ! VVas it 
not a fact that officials did their very best to frustrate the activitsc-s of die 
Non-co*opera^tors ? Drastic measures were necessary but not liokcriug. 
bid they really practice the policy of minimum consumption ? Gov rn* 
ittent had’ beim weighed in the balance and found wanting. The spcaJ er 
etnpha^el that Mioiitdfs were not so much to blame. It was the system 
of things, the policy, that had always been followed by the British Go\ ern- 
tur ri t. The motion was however ultimately lost by 23 to 33 votes. 
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Fiaitoti. 


UsSirntm tow moved that toe Gonmii do aiMot 
to toe Pernod ei ^ 7.o«.9a5 «nder head ‘ Foreota/ Baba yri«fcn« 
Baltew SilMd Ihoved toot toe demaad ondet tolt head be ledneed by He. toe. 
Mr. tothal. ttod to mtoe oot a caee that oar Foreeta which we 
to eerve jtoVO'ia) wrpoeee by aapplyiog timber to the Navy la bygoae 
d»yt mte ww bda lor the benefit of the Euiopenn Tea PUntets. 
Mr. Gofimria pdlnted out tome mismanagement of the depart- 

ment, toeb as. foiest-prodnce being sold by the officers pcivaMy. poor 
people not allowed to cut bamboo, etc.# that it wai overstafieda* the 
majority pi the officers remaining idle for most part of the yeir, and 
so on. The motion was, however, put to the vote and lost. The original 
demand was then assented to. 


Registration 

The Hon'ble Sir Sayed Muhammad Fakmddin moved that the Council 
do assent to the demand of Rs. 5«84,8oo under head * Registration.* 

Babu Rameshwar Prasad Singh moved that the item of Rs. po,ooo 
lor 'Temporary establishment* be reduced by Rs. 15,000. 

Mr. Singh withdrew the motion on being assured by tbe Minister 
that otherwise tbe work of the department wonld greatly suffer. 

Tbe original motion was pot to vote and carried. 


Irrigation 

Mr. Bremner moved that the Council do assent to the demand of 
Ks, 20,19,546 under the head 'Irrigation.* 

Babu Guru Sahay Lai moved that Rs. 4 *^ 8 » 59 fi> in the voted portion 
of tbe provision of Rs. 5940,904 for "Total working expenses-^-OiMa 
canals’* be reduced by Rs. 80.000. Tbe motion was after diaensMon 
withdrawn. 


Babn Rajivaranjan Prasad Sioha next moved that Rs. 9*9^*io2, tho 
voted portion of tbe provision of Rs. 10,57,922 for Son CanaU be reduced 
by Rs. 100. He complained of tbe shortage in supply of water and die 
raising of the rates. The motion was however in the end withdrawn. 

On MARCH latb, the Council reassembling, Babu Dwarka Prosad Singh 
moved that Rs. 40,972 lor Superintending Engineers be omitted. He 
said that the establiebment and the cost of the Superintending Engineers 
was absolutely uselese. They merely despatched papers from divisional 
offices to Government and acted realty as post offices. The divisional 
canal officers could directly deal with Government without this inter- 
mediate Supervision also could be done by the divisional cittat 

officers. motion was pressed to a division and lost by i vote, 23 
being lor and 24 against. 

Babu Dararka Prasad Singh next moved that the total demand be reduced 
by Rs. I•23,ia6. He sski it wai made clear by Government that their canal 
f>oIiey wti guided by commercial principles. Their business was to ase 
fe revehue and filaiegaid hardships on tne peoffie. His Idea in prente 
^e iioihii wni to secure economy. The Retrendiment Committee hoq 
teceaihtt^«« fluyerni fedfictiODe whldi hud be«n refnied by Go/ratnt 
sod It wip; Ifidt duty to press reductions in the wny proposed htti* 

liHrarla mdk iapporting said they 1^ 

Oi the BebriOChffleBt Committee which opoMeted 0! 



uktm like the Pleftideot d the Ceiii^» the Bdn'bte Biku Geoeili Dotta 
Sisfh; ^ kte Ral P. W. Slahi, Mr. P. K Sen and That 

CoBiiUtfee nnaiiiiiibiisly made cehiin recomnieDdaBoos in r^td to 
P. W. D« among^ otbem. The demand of the nunrir "wee much more 
modeit compared to the recommeiidatioii of the Retrenchment Committee. 
The Oovernmeht, if tiiey were emcit» oohtd have edeetbd ahy ol the 
recommendations and given effect to it. Bot every thing had been 
bm^ed aside and it had been ^wn ffiat Government tfid not care a 
30i for pnbiic opinion. Either the ConocU hhobld thron^ oveidKmrd the 
Cdhimittee's report or stand by It. The Hon^tde Baba Gahedi Dotta Siogh, 
he knew* was in hii heart of hearts with them bnt he was paying the 
penalty* of his high office. 

Babn Jagabandhn Singba« Mr. Ifahapatra* .Babn Rajandhari Singh 
spoke in support ol the motion while the Hon. Mr. Sinha replied on 
behalf of Govt, strongily opposing the motion. 

The motion was pat and caiiied by 33 votes to 24. 

General Mmioistration 

The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson moved that the Connell do assent to 
the demand of Rs. 51141,458 under the bead General Administration.*' 

Mr. J. B. Sen moved that the provision of Rs. 88,270 for the Board 
ol Revenue be reduced by 10,000. This was meant to be a vo e of censure 
on the Govt, for the alleged high-banded and maraudona activities of iht ir 
servants in Bettiah. After a long debate the motion was however lost 
by a majority of 2 votes. 

Mr. Sen said it was his intention to speak for economy solely, 
but he wanted to bring to the notice of the Council the mis- 
management of Wards estates which were under the control of 
the Board of Revenue. The managers of these estates were with 

lew exceptions men of very ordinary type. Some of these were 

absolutely unfit and be knew of many cases in Manbbum where debu 
had increased and mismanagement prevailed. He drew the attention of the 
House to what bad happened at Bettiah. The Govt, knew that the 
Mina Bssar had been lost to the Estate. Whether the Board of Revenue 
bad succeeded or failed in controlling the Bettiah Estate he could not 
say. The officers of the Court of Wards at Bettiah had assaulted the Vice- 
CMrmanofthe Municipality, and the result was that the Bazar which 
was under the Bettiah Estate had been afcmdoned by the people and 
a new bazar bad been opened. But whatever the allegations the fact 
was that an income of Rs. 50,006 bad been lost to the estate, 

and the Government ought to tdl the House as to bow it was that 

one day’s incident bad driven away the stall-holdeia to anothtT 
place. He could ray that the affair was the result of the Manager's 
mal-administration and as a lesult of the assault on the Vice-Chairman. 
The speaker referred to the misdiief bmng done in the Ramgarah 
Estate in regard to the forest settlement etc* 

The Bettiah Affair 

Baba J^ediwar Prasad then related the whole story of the assault 
case at Bettiab. In 1921 the Bett^h municipality was captured by the 
congress workers, and insteM Pf the European Manager of the Estate. 
Mr. B. B. Varma, a non*co«Ppeiator, became 4 he, Carman, Thisenrag o 
the Manager, and he was oonceiped in an incidfini of the i8th January 
last in whi^ tm ordetiy of ^ Manager assarted the Vice-Chairman 
in the baM* Most of the Mi^g^pers left the bazar ip protest pt'te 
was a second mssaiifi of another^ noo-co-opexatPr. Pt. Pesjepati sbsra, 
dose to tber bouse Pf tifes j(ht wohPd Infficted was serious. 



by i; «m who had^^ hoen. employed by thb^ 

M WliaiM^ piirjMie oi emelliag the Vice-Cheliman. Thb oeoeiA 

wis comtiiltlea at the dicect toatigetioii of the Court of WiMe 
i^Qlh^tlei to •trike tenor. Into the heorte of the people. 

Hei Behed^ Dworlm Nath. Mr. Krithnaballav Shahay. M. Motkit 
Rehaman 01^ <dheie who followed further deecr bed the r^n of terror 
in Beitlah. Meaalca. Hammcnd and McPheraon on the aide . of Govern* 
Dent emphailaed that the allegatiotia made were not trne. otheTwIae 
tbe caae oonld have been taken over to a criminal court, and they did 
not believe the plea that being non co-operatora. the aggrieved people 
nlrained from aeektog justice in a British law court, On the motion being 
presfed to a division it was lost by s8 votes for and 30 votes against 
the motkm, the majority hot caring to go into the Bettiah case. 

Commissioners 

Babtt Godawaris Misra next moved that Rs. i,7977» the voted portion 
of tbe provision of Rs. 3,59*77 for the ** total maintenance of omce of 
Commissioners of Divisions** be omitted. 

In moving the omissloD, he said that he would be diffident over the 
proposal did he not feel that he bad the support of veteraos who bad sat on 
the Retrenchment Committee-men like their President and their Minister 
for Local Sell*Govemment. Once a tree had grown it was difficult to cut it, 
and tbe office of Commissioners was indeed a big free. The work of the 
Commissioners had now become out of date. Circumstances had so 
changed that the office bad become superfluous. He referred 10 the 
duties of a Commissioner as mentioned in the Decentralisation Com* 
mittea^s report and showed how all those duties were, in the first 
place, discharged by District officers, and in revenue matters, the Board 
of Revenue was the final authority. Tbe work of the Commissioner 
was in the nature of a post office. The Decentralization Committee's 
report showed that the control of police bad passed into other hands, 
lo regard to Education, things had also changed considerably and so 
was the case with Local Self-Government. In respect of criminal justics 
tbe Commissioner should be tbe last person to have any say In the 
matter. Every year they had pressed for tbe abolition of this super* 
fluous office and he hoped the official members would not now oppose 
tbe motion. 

Next day. MARCH i3tb, tbe discussion on Mr. Misra's motion was 
continue. Babu Ananta Praisad and Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath supported 
the motion and said that the only reason why tbe post of Commissionerf 
was kept was to keep open some fat berths for the Service- meiii,. 
Khan Bahadur Ashfaq Hussain gave bis opinion as a result of six years* 
experience as personal assistant to the Commissioner and . aid that tbe 
work of the Commissioner could very easily be done by other officers 
in connection with their office work. The Gov', members opposed the 
motion on the plea oi efficiency. Pandit Godawaris Misra, replying to 
the debate, said there bad been enough discussion from year to year; and 
|hey, the non*officials, were not prepared to indulge in further discuMion 
of M resolution. No hopeful statement had been made on 
oehalf of Goyeihment and he pressl^ bis motion. 

• The Hon'Ue Mr. McPherson emphasised that the course adopted 
07 non*bfilctol members, was .not tbe proper course to pursue. Tbe 
speaker qom^glhed that Ihe view of tbe Council had not been properly 
^P^waid by way of a resolution. He asked the Council to give 

G^eibnifikt; a full opportunity of presentiog the case lor the refcen^ 
won of CoauuiSloiiers. He repeated that so long as tbe present revenue 





The 

^ ^ Ml valid •» IN wfntm 

41 ivV^stw ttet 4 l BtlHir« 

Pul to voth tiMi inoBbi «M eocifoi 3 t ^tidg to and 27 
0|to|it iih do^ Govt. 
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moved to 

lor **^]f ol oSoere 'w^ voted •' be teditoM tyf Itv Md^oo* 

He bcgai^ to protest againet. to aetioa 0< to Govemmeiit in not 
«OtNl up to to lesotaticMi wbldi was pMiid to to last Goaacil for 
to removal of to Saatal Pamtoi tom to Botoegidatiott schedule 
to to regnlattoa schedtde wiiea he was roled out of order by the 
President on the grounds : (1) to Government servants whose pay the 
mover proposed to cut down were not responsible for not giving effect 
to to mmntioa lefercsd to^ and (a) tot to resolution was not for 
abolisUng the posts of Deputy Magistrates and Sob-Deputy Magistrates 
in total FUrgenaa whose pay was proposed to be cut. 


R. Br Dwarka Nath submitted tot tot resolution expressed dis- 
satisfaction againat a certain system of administration in Sontal Parganas. 
Government was employing an agency for carrying on that very system. 
He asked, could not they bring in tot motion and disonss the system. 

The President asked if there was any resolution to do away with 
that class of officers. After some discustion on the point, Babu Jale- 
shwar Pmaad was allowed to proceed on the ground tot the number 
of Deputy Magistrates and Snb*Deputy Magistrates was excessive in the 
province because in the district of Santal Parganas these officers had 
also to do civil, * revenue, criminal and executive work combined and 
consequently they had to do the work which was ordinarily done by 
Munsifto and Sub-Judges in other parts of the province. In Santal Parganas 
a Deputy Magistrate wae also a Sub- Judge. The discussion was then 
conffned tp this pdnt alone. 

The Hon'ble Mr McPherson replied in a Ibort speech. Put to the 
the vote the motion was carried by Ayes-— ^2, Noes^ay. The entire reduced 
demand under general administration was then put to vote and carried. 

Justice. 

The Hon, Mr. SInha moved that the Council do assent to the 
desoand of Rs. 28,35.008 under thishdad* The motion was carried. 


Jails and Convict Settiements. 

The Hon'ble Mr. SInha moved that the Council do assent to the 
demand of Rs^ 16.10,500. under head ** Jails and Convict Settlements." 

The motion was assented to, Babu Anant Prasad having withdrawn 
his amendments. 

Ptoe. 

Mr. Hammond moved tot to Counoil do assent to the demand of 
Ri. 91 . 29.^8 under head ** Police.*' 

anomber of motions lor reductions were withdrawn without 
any discussion# Babu Anant Prasad moved tiiat to movision of Bs. 74>53t 
<voted) {ekeiudlng e^l^toitnre payable training 

toools lOf ntotolsi ' * Im omitM# but evmitiialy wilhdlto it. ‘ 

R. B. Dimto Nath moved tot to demaml wimer this hesd 
He ssiM Itwas to toi^ 


be 

the 
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The motion was ia the end wittadrawa. Alter another motion wa? 
rejected the House adjourned. 

Next day MARCH 1 8th the Hon'ble Mr. Ganeah Dutta Singh made 
a statement regatding Excise policy. In the debate on the demand for 
Excise for next year certain members of the Council put forward some 
consideration and be promised to consider them. He had done so and 
decided to accept three of the five suggestions made in the following form 

(i) The limit of retail sale of country spirit Will be reduced from 3 
quart bottles to one quart bottle in all shops within the Municipality of 
Patna from the ist oi April. 

ll) In the same area from the same date consumption of countr>' 
spirit will not be allowed in the permises Of the shop, in other words, the 
licenses will be for ** off ’* sale only. 

He has selected the Patna area for these experiments. If the 
experiments are successful they will be extended to other areas. 

(3) The rules for the Licensing Boards would be so framed as to give 
effect to the suggestions of the Hon. Members that where there are more 
than one member of this Council within the jurisdiction of the Board such 
members will select their representatives on the Board themselves. 

(4) if any registered temperance societies came into existence within 
the jurisdiction of such Boards they will be allowed to nominate one 
representative as a member of the Board. 

The Council then proceeded with the discussion on demands for grants. 

In the absence of Hon. Sir Fakhruddin. Mr. Collins moved that the 
demand of Rs. 7,05.960 under the head '* Industries'* be assented to 
The demand was agreed to. 

Mr. Dain moved that the demand of Rs. 45.930 under the head 
*Mi8cellaneous Departments' be allowed which was done. 

Hon. Mr. H. McPherson moved that the demand of Rs. 21.27,77' 
under the head “Civil Works — Reserved'' be allowed. 

Mr. Krishna Ballabh Sahay moved that the item of Rs. 10.700 for 
acquisition of a house within the Monghyr fort for the residence of a l)cput\ 
Magistrate “ be omitied. He said that the house was in possession of the 
Congress Committee and it was not really needed by the Government. Som 
people did not like that the bouse should be in possession of the Congress 
Committee. After an animated discussion the motion was carried without 
a division. 

After lunch, Mr. Mubarak Ali moved that the demand under this 
head be reduced by approximately 10 per cent. He said that tlure had 
been increased expenditure on this head during the last twelve years. By 
effecting substantial reduction in the department they would get morr 
money for the nation -building departments which were being starvid. 

The motion was strongly opposed by Govt., but when put to vote 
was carried by 28 against 18 votes ; with these two reductions the remaining, 
demand under the head was allowed. 

Civil Works — Transferred. 

Hod. Mr. Ganesh Dutt Singh moved that the demand of Rs. 4 if,iO- 43 ' 
Under the head Civil Works — ^Transferred, be assented to. 

The amended motion of Mr. Rameshwar Prasad Singh that the 
demand be reduced by 5 per cent was accepted by Moulvi Mobarak Aii 
who had moved a cut of 10 per cent, and was carried. With this reduction 
the remaining demand was allowed. 

Other demands were put and allowed without discussion. This endeu 
the business of the Council. 

The PresidM then read the meMage from Hit Excellency the Governor 
proroguing the Council. 
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Restoiation of Refused Grants. 

Eaily in April, 1924 , Hit Excttlleiicy ihe Qovnot of Behnr nnd Oiiun iwiind 
the following ordofs in coBDedion with the gronit nfiwed by Iho LcgitUiivw 
Council, by virtue of the power of certifieelion vetted in him 

In conoection with the Provincial budget for 1924-25 the followins 
reductions were voted by the Legislative Council 

(a) 5— Land Revenue. Omit Rs. 83,290 for Kanungo establishment. 
(Carried by 28 votes to 24). 

(b) Irrigation. Reduce the demand by Rs. 1 23.236. (Carried by 
.3 votes to 24). 

(c) 22— General Administration. Omit Rs. i»79»077 being the voted 
portion of the provisions of Rs. 3.59.077 for the total main office of 
Commissioners of Divisions. (Carried by 37 votes to 27). 

(d) 22 — General Administration. Reduce the demand of Rs. 16,6 , 800 
jor the Pay of officers— voted, by Rs. 1,46.100. (Carried by 32 votes to 17). 

(e) 4— Civil Works— Reserv^^. Omit the item ol Rs. 10.700 for 
the acquisition of a house within the Monghyr Fort for the residence of 
a Deputy Magistrate. (Adopted without a division) . 

(£) 41 — Civil Works — Reserved. Reduce the demand by Rs. 2,12,777 
or approximately 10 per cent. (Carried by 28 votes to i^). 

(g) 4* — Civil Works — Transferred. Reduce the demand by Rs. 2.40,821 
cr approximately 5 per cent. (Adopted without a division). 

1 have perused the proceedings of the Council relative to these 
seven items of business, and note the following in respect oi each ; — 

A. Kanungo Establishment 

The arguments used by those who favoured the reduction varied 
in character, and were to some extent inconsistent with one anothtr. It 
was argued, for instancei that there was no work for Kanungoes in modem 
conditions; that such duties as they perform would be done by others; 
that a more reliable agency was required ; that a 'ess highly paid agency 
would suffice ; that the numbers might be reduced. 

The fact remains that the establishment has been entertaineil for 
many years on a permanent and peoaionable basis which at least raises 
a presumption that there are functions to be entrusted to it. it is not 
open to the local Government, even if they would, forthwith to dis- 
charge this stafi without payment of compensation : neither could 
boveinment do so until it is satisfied how the work hitherto entru-sted 
to this agency is to be done in future* Following on the debates in 
Council a reference will now be made to local officers enquiring whether 
the Kanungo establishment is still needed, whether it will permit of any 
reduction, or whether it could usefully be modified in any way. Tho 
terms of the reference will be made public. In the next session of the 
Council Government will explain the result of its enquiries and its con- 
clusions thereon and, if necessary, will ask for a supplementary grant* It 
IS inevitable that the service should be maintained until a decision is 
strived at as to what (if anything) can be substituted for it. 

^ B. Irrigation 

The grounds urged in support of the reduction were those of 
protest against recent enhancement of water-rates and tho non-accep- 
^ntc of the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee in the 
®sttcr of irrigation. It is noticeable that cne specific recommendation 
ol that Committee, i. e. the abolition of Superintending Engineers, when 
put separately to the vote was tost* Further, an enhancement of water- 
*ste8 has clearly little connection with a possible reduction of expenditure. 
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The irr^gatioii budget for the enouing year eras framed on econo- 
mical lines (e. g. a resetve of No. 23,000 woo reduced to Ro. 5 000). 
Many of the works provided for are in pfogreso others, e. g. those 
necessary to make good the flood damage, are essential* In respect of sub- 
divisional officers and sub-overseers, the staff is at a dangerously low 
level and must be strengthened. The abandonment of woiks such as the 
Bir bandba would not, it is believed, commend itself to the Council and 
would expose an area to damage from floods while for the Turkaul 
embankment which has been advocated in the Council, it may be necessan* 
to find funds by reappropriation, Ihere Is in short no available surplus 
in the departmental budget frem which this economy could be effected. 

C, The Divisional Commissioners 

The mol ion was passed in protest against the retention of the post of 
Divisional Commissioners. These appointments have been in existence for 
many years and are part of the revenue system of the province. They cannot 
be abolifehed without material alterations in that system and in themselves 
tihey are considered by the Govern or-in-Council to be necessary. In any case 
the ultimate decision as to their retention or otherwise refts with the 
Secretary of State. V the Commissioner of a division is to be in a 
position to discharge bis functions as such, he clearly requires the sub- 
ordinate assistance of his office. 

D. General 

The majority desired to record a protest against the system of 
administration in the Santal Parganas. Government, on more than one 
occasion, have defended and explained that system, and they are not 
prepared to modify it m the manner suggested. The motion aimed 
primarily at the substitution of one agency for another ; it was not 
contended that no agency was required and that an economy could 
thus be effected. The retention of the administrative machinery obviously 
postulates the provision of funds. 

All the above four demands relate to Reserved Subjects and for 
the reasons briefly given in each instance and under the authority 
vested in me, as Governor by section 72D ( 2 ) (a) of the Govt of India Act. 
L hereby ceriify that the experditure previded for the last three demands is 
efietkiial to ihe citchsrge of my tetpor.»ibiliiy to the subiect covered by each. 

In respect of the first demand, 1 do certify to the extent of Ks. 
fifty thousand only, leaving the question cl a supplementary demand 
to be considered after the completion of the enquiry promised. 

The fifth and sixth 'reductions relate also to Reserved Subjects but 
in connection with them 1 do not certify. The seventh and the last 
refers to a Transferred Subject. 



Assam L^;islative Council 

The Assam Legislative Council was opened by the Governor, H. E. 
Sir JOHN KERR on the 2|th. March 1924. Out of 39 elected members 
2to were new electionsc and 13 were members of the old council 
retnmed again. In the last November elections the number of votes 
polled rose to 83,000 from 33.000 in 1920. 37 per cent of electorates 
voted in 1923 as against 16 per cent in 1920. Thus the House wa^ more 
representative than the first Reformed Coundt of 1920. The most interesting 
party was the Swarajists, who numbered eight, under their leader Maulvi 
Faiznur Ali of Dib; u^rh, all clad in Khadder and Gandbi caps, and soon 
they were able to draw the majority of the Independents to tbeir side, 
maldng a Swarajist- Independent coalition with absolute majority. The 
party was weakened by the removal of an important Independent 
Member, Moul. Saaduila* who had become a Minister. The appontment 
of Mr. Kutubuddin Ahmed, a non-descript 2nd grade pleader, in the 
place of the late Mr. Majid, the Judicial Member, was a matter of 
supreme dis-satisfaction and resentment in the Council. 

The most important debate of the session was that on Responsible 
Govt, on March 25th. when the Swarajist leader, Mr. Faiznur Ali 
moved bis resolution, Mr. Saadulla, erst-wbile Nationalist who had been 
returned on his nationalist ticket. opix)5ed the resolution end supported 
diarchyi much to the amusement of his old friends. The most interes- 
ting speech of the day was of Mr. Basanta K. Das who confronted 
the Covt. members with facta taken from the Montford Report, and 
from the speeches of disenchanted Ministers like Messrs Cbintamoni, 
P. C. Mitter and others against Diarchy. The voting showed all the 
elected Indian members for the resolution, and all the nominated ones 
with the Mitisters against it. 

On MARCH 25th the Deputy President's Salary was taken into consi- 
deration. Maulvi Ra^id Ali Lasker moved that for the words and figures 
Rs. 1,000, the words one rupee be substituted. 

Babu Gopendra Lai Das Cbaudhury, who was elected Dy. President, 
spoke in support of the motion and said that fic would not accept any salary 
during his term of office but as the Govt, of India Act required that the 
i Deputy President should receive pay he was willing to accept one rupee. 
The motion was adopted. 

The Hon. Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutta then presented the Municipal Rules. 

Maulvi Rashid Ali Laskar moved the following resolution : — ** That this 
Council recommends to the Government of Assam that early steps be taken 
under section 61 of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908, to declare that 30 seers 
of paddy per head of the judgment debtor and bis family members per 
month, or so much of the paddy and other agricultural produce as is 
deemed sufficient by the Court for the du(.> cultivation of the land and for 
the support of the judgement debtor and his family until the next harvest, 
be exempted from liability to attachment or sale in execution of a decree.*' 
The motion was put and negatived. 

Respcnsibie Govet ament. 

, Maulvi FAIZNUR ALI moved the following resolution : This Coun- 

cil recommends to the Government to request the Secretary of Slate for 
India and the Governor* General in Council to take ^uch immediate steps 
2s may be necessary in order to establish full Responsible Government in 
Assam." After a lengthy debate the resolution was put to a division and 
carried with great acclamation by 29 votes to 17. 

61 
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Oq 26ih MARCH the Hon'ble Mr. W. J. REID laid before the Council 
the follomii:^ Utt of certificate^ given by Hit Excdlency the Governor of 
Asaam e'tber under Section D(2) proviso (•) of the Government of India 
Act restoring grants or aothorising emergent expenditure under Sec 72 D 
(2) proviso (b) of the Act : 1. Resettlement operation io Kamrup and 
^baagar. 2. Amount payable to the Raja of Tripoia. being the amount ol 
meine profits decreed by the High Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal. 3. Amount payable to Mohammad Haidar of Nairpul, Sylbet. 
bdng the amount of mesne profits of the oils decreed by the Civil Court in 
nuit No. X07 of t92X. 

Aided Schools. 

Sfjjut Nilmoni PHUKAN moved :—•** This Council recommends to the 
Government of Assam that Government grauts-in-aid of aided schools of 
the province be increased by fifty per cent, for the year 19^4*1925/* 
After discussion the question was raised whether Government would accept 
the motion if the mover agreed to the" words *Mf funds permit.*' The 
Hon. M. M. Saadulla expressed his willingness. Ibe motion was then 
adopted as amended. 

Babu Krishna Suhdar DAM moved the following resolution : — That 
this Council recommends to the Government of Assam to take steps to 
abolish the separate post and allowance of the Director of Land Records. 
The motion was adopted despite Govt, oposition by 23 to 22 votes. 

Mr. W. D. SMILES moved the following resolution ; — *' That this 
Council recommends to the Government of Assam that they will be pleased ; 
[aj to provide an efficient system of provincial arteries of communication 
as distinct fiom local ; [b] as a preliminary step to direct the Chief Engine r 
to prepare a scheme for provincial communications as soon as possible uiih 
an estimate of the approximate cost ; [c] to raise local loans to fioance 
these undertakings, the maximum amount to be one crore of rupees to be 
raised during a minimum period of ten years. '* The motion was lost. 

Khadi for Police. 

The following two resolutions were withdrawn by Srijut Robini Kanta 
Hati Barua and Babu Brajendra Narayan Cbowdhury respectively hi 
** That ibis Council recommends to the Government that all uniforms of the 
Police Department of this province should be of pure dyed Kliadi and in 
the absence of Khadi. Indian mill made cloth," [ii] ** This House icconi- 
mends to the local Government to move the Secretary of State-in-Council 
for an order that a member ol the Executive council of the Governor oi 
Assam be paid an annual salary oi Ks. iB.oto [eighteen thousand]." 

More Transferred Subjects. 

Srijut Sadananda DOWERAH moved : — This Council recommcrids to 
the Government that necessary steps may be taken fer the inclufcion oi 
ForestSi Public Works Department. Excise and Fishery among the Transterreu 
Subjects at an early date." After discussion the motion was adopted. 

Maulvi AHMAD CHAUDHURY moved that the Assam VVater 
Hyacinth Bill be referred to a S.lect Committee. The motion was aciopted. 

Franchise for * Political Convicts 

Srijut Kamakhyaram BARUA moved the following resolutions 
this Council recommends to the Government that early steps be taken lor 
the removstl of the disabilities of political convicts in the matter cf tbcn 
eligibility for election to the Local Bodies." (ii) " That this Council re - 
commends to the Government that early steps be taken tor the rr ^ 
the disab.litits of political convicts in the matter oi their eligibility 
election to this CounctL" The motions were put aud adopted. 



AraiL tn) VOTES ON BUDGET GRANTS 

On MARCH 37th & 2iSch there was e general discussion on the 
budget* niter which the Council adjourned to the ist April for voting 
00 budget items* 

Voting on die Budget 

On APRIL ist the Hon*b1e Mr* W, J. Reid moved that a sum 
not exceeding Rs. 16,58,000 be granted lor the administration of the 
Land Revenue Department. 

Mohd. M* Hussain Chaudhnry moved .-<-** That the provision of Rs. 
7,286 under management of Private Estates be omitted.*' He however 
amended the motion as lollows. — "That the provision of Rs. 7*286 under 
management of Private Estates be reduced by Rs. 1,666." The motion as 
amended was pot and adopted. 

Settlement Operation Cut Down. 

Mr. Tara Prasad Chaliha moved.— •* That the provision of Rs. 
1,91.750 under Settlement Operations be reduced by Rs. 1,41,000. The 
motion was put and adopted after a heated debate. 

Srijut Mahadeva Sarma moved : — That the provision of Rs. 5,7 o 
and Rs. 2,800 for pay and allowances of the Superintendents of Grazing 
he omitted". The motion was put and adopted. 

The Hon. Mr. Reid then moved that Rs. 15,06.774 be granted for 
the administration of the Land Revenue, and Rs. 1,50,000 for the 
administration of the provincial ** Advance and Loan Account" which 
were granted. 

General Administration. 

The Hon. Mr. W. J. Reid moved that Rs. 18,03,000 be granted for 
the administration under General Administration. 

Minister's Salary Reduced. 

Babu Brojendra Narayan Cbaodhury moved That the provision 
of Rs. 84,000 for the salary of Ministers be reduced by Rs. 48,000." 
The moticn was adopted, 24 Hon. Members voting for it and 23 
against it. Two other similar motions were withdrawn. 

On APRIL 2Dd Babu Brojendra Narayan Chaudbuiy moved 
' Ibat the provision of Rs. 15,400 for the Steam launch "Kestrel" be 
refused." He> however, amended the metien by pioposing a reduction 
cf Rs. 10, coo insttad of the whoie amount in order to leave some 
maigin to meet current expenditure till the launch was disposed of. 
Ihc amended moticn was carried, 34 voting ior it and 8 against. 

Siijut Sadananda Dowerab moved : — “That the prevision of Rs. 93,160* 
under Ccmmissicner' be refused." Mr. W. D. Smiles propored an amend- 
ment to the effect that the provision be reduced by Rs. r.ooo on 
the understanding that if Gcverritint tcck no steps in the matter of 
the abolition of the post of the Ccmmisf>icner the entire amount would 
he refused by the Council next year. After seme discussion, the amend* 
ment was accepted by the mover of the original moticn and accepted 
hy the Council. 33 voting for and none against. 

The Hcn'ble Mr. W, J. Reid moved : — 1 , "That a sum not exceed- 
irg Ri. S7,44 ,coo be granted for the administration oi the head 22— 
Jirreral AdministiaticD." 2. "That a sum not exceeding Rs 6,05,cco 
he granted to the Governor in Council to defray the charges which 
aill ceme in the course of payment during the year ending cn the 
31st March 1935. for the administration of the head— Superannuation 
Allcwancea and Pen sic na." 3. 'That a nett sum not exceeding 

4*.cco be granted to the Geverner in Council to defray the charges 
w hicb will ceme in the course of payment during the year ending on 
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tile 3tst March 1925, for the admiaietration of the AMam Rifles. The 
motions were edoptetl. 

The Hoo'ble Khan Bihadar Katubuddin Ahmed moved that Rs. 7*17.000 
be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the charges which will 
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3131 
March 1925. for the administration of the head — ^Administration of 
Justice.** The motion was adopted. 

He next moved: — **That a sum not exceeding Rs, 4.59.000 be 

granted for the administration of Jail Department. 

Babu Gopendra Lai Das Chauihury moved: — * That the provision 
of Rs. 3,94750 under Jails be reduced by Re. 1.*' On an assurance 
being given by the Hon'ble Mr. Kutubuddin that matters complained of 
by the Members supporting the motion for reduction with regard to 
the comforts of ttie prisoners would .be carefully gone into, Babu 

Gopendra Lai Das Cbaudhury withdrew his motion. The original motion 
was then put and adopted. 

He next moved That a sum not exceeding Rs. 19.05.000 be 

granted for the administration of the Police Department.'* 

Cuts in the Police Budget. 

M. Abdul Rahim Cbaudhurl moved that Rs. 16,270 lor a saloon for 
th.^ Superintendent of the Railway Police be omitt^. The motion 
was put to a division and carried by 24 votes to 19. 

Maulvi Rashid All Laskar moved that Rs. 36,600 for the salary 
of Deputy Superintendents be omitted. The motion was carried. 

Babu Brojendra Narayan Chaudhury moved : — *That the provision 
of Rs. 4,200 uuder Village Police be omitted.* Tbe motion was accepted 
by Government and adopted. 

Babu Basanta Kumar Das moved : — 'That the provision of Rs. 
under Criminal Investigation Department be omitted.* He amended bis 
motion as follows : — 'That the provision of Rs. 7v.6i6 nuder Crimindl 
Investigation Department be reduced by Rs. 73.661/ The amended 
motion was put and negatived 18 voting for and 43 against it. 

On 3rd APRIL the Hon'ble Mr. W. J. Reid moved : — ' That a 
sum not exceeding Rh 14,34,000 be granted for the administration ot 
tbe Forest Department.** Babu Brojendra Narayan Chaudhury moved : — 
'That the demand for Rs. 3,27,200 under I — Timber and other Produce 
removed from Forests by Government Agency bo reduced by Rs. 4.00,00 
The motion was lost. The original motion was then put and carntvl. 
The Hon*ble Mr. W. J. Reid then moved That a sum not cxcee^Iiog 
Rs. 35.000 be granted in connection with the Goalpara Forest Iram* 
way Scheme." The motion was adopted. 

The Hon* bio Mr. W. J. Reid moved that Rs. 45,000 be granted 
lor the administration of the head — Stamps. The motion was adopted. 

Cut in Excise Demand 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. J. Reid moved: — "That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 1,84.000 be granted for the administration of the Excise Dcpirtmeut. 
Srijut Mahadeva Sarma moved ; — 'That the provision of Rs. 
under Excise be reduced by Ks. 1,13,641. Srijut Sadananda Dowerai 
proposed an amendment suggestia4 a reductiou of the provis:on oy 
Rs. 65^000. The motion as amended by Srijut Sadananda Dowerah was 
put to a division and carried. 23 voting lor and 22 against it. f 
oiiiginal dema*id as reduced was then put and adopted. 

The Hoa'Ue Mr. W. J. Reid moved ’That a sum not exceeJmg 
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R« 3000 be grmoted for the administration of the head— MisceUsneou» 
^DarWents/ 3*94*ooo for tile administration of the head — 

^tionery and Printing/' The demands were granted • 

Mr. T. P. Chaiiha’s motion for reducing by Rs. 50,000 the grant 
of printing forms was withdrawn on tue G^vt. assur^ 

iag tlmt* efforts will be made to observe economy. 

The Hon'We Mr. W. J. Reid moved that Rs 33.00,000 be granted 
ior the administration of the head 41:— Civil Works." 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid moved “That the provision of Rs. 17,000 
ior Assam Allowance of the Executive Engineers and Assistant Engineers 
be omitted." The motion was put to a division and carried by 25 to S. 

Two motions for reduction by Moul. Rashid Ali and Babu Gopendra 
1 a \ respectively were withdrawn. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Saadulla moved 'That a sum not exceeding Ks. 
21,49,000 be granted foe the administration of the Education Depart- 
ment!' The motion was adopted. 

Grants en Block 

Under rule 2? (3) of the Assam Legislative Council KuIps thn 
Hon'ble the President put the next 15 demands for grants which were 
adopted by the Council. They arc 

Rs. 2,s 1,000 for Railways. — Rs. 71,000 for Ports and Pilotage. 

Us 70 000 for NavUtation and Embankments,— Rs. 70,000 for European 
Eiucition.— Rs. 11,000 for Scientfi: Departments —Rs. 55 .ooo 
Expenditure incurred ia England. — Rs. 87,000 for Refunds. Rs. ^ 
fot^.viedioal Dspartment.-Rs. 5 65.000 for I’.iblic HeiUh Depirtment.- 
Rs. 3,01,000 for Miscellaneous (Transferre I.) -Rs. 

works (Transferred.)— Rs. 79.000 for Registration ® 

for Agriculture Department. — Rs, 91.000 for Induitnos Depirtment, 
uod Rf. 3,000 for Miscellaneous DepartmeuU (Transferred.) 

Non-Official Resolutions. 

On 4th APRIL Srijut SADANANDA DOWERAH moved for leave 
to introduce the Assam Temperance Bill 19 * 4 - ^**0 "^**1 

and carriid. The Secretary then read the title of the 
Bill thereupM was deemed to have bem mtrodused m the Council. 

^ Snquiry into Repression of N-C-O. 

Srijut TARAPRASAD CHALIHA moved :— ••This Council r^oin- 
mends to the Govetttment ol Assam that a Committee to 
containing a majori^ of elected Indian members Amlioiitiea 

enquire and report on the actions taken by the Exec th*. 

of Assai^ fror November .911. to ‘he present Ume to pnt^ 
non co-operation movement and its activities ostensibly . „nroura.ffe- 
lemperance reform, settlement of disputes by arbitration, a 
nient of spinninc and weaving." . 

After the Hon'bte Mr. W. J. Reid had Afaiddm 

the Government in respect of the resolution, K a . .. ^ 

Ahmad Chaudhuiy moved that the debate on the 

Poned sine die. The moUon was put to a division and was catneo. 

voting lot and *0 against it. , .q ..,, 

, Srijut NILMONl PHOOKAN moved the ‘“'’“*‘"8 be taken 

Council recommends to the of the*^Dehing?ivet in ttio 

to repair the old bunds on the North of t e h 

Dibrugarh sub-divlsion for reclamation of vast arable tanaa. 
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Mr. O. H. Desenoe in reply said that be would accept the reso- 
lution if amended as follows:—- ''This Council recommends to the Govern- 
nient of Assam that steps be taken to ascertain if it is possible to 
reclaim the vast arable lands on the North Bank of the Dehing river 
in the Dibrugath snb-division.*' The amended reaoluticm was put and carried. 

Separation of Judicial and Executive Functions 

Srijut SADANANDA DOWERAH moved the followiiig re£olution:-> 

"This Council recommends to the Government of Assam that 
a Committee of officials and ncn-officials be appointed to report to the 
Council on the scheme for the separation of judicial and executive 
functions which has been prefMred, and to advise whether it should be 
adopted with or without modification with power to submit proposals 
lor a new scheme if considered necessary/* It was carried. 

Moulvi RASHID ALl Laskar moved the following resolution which 
was adopted : — "That this Council recommends to the Government of 
Assam that the Excise Inspectors thrown out of employment under ihe 
experimental measure be provided with suitable appointments as soon 
as possible.** 

Lt. Col. W. D. SMILES moved the following resolution:— 

"This Council recommends to the Government that a representation 
submitted to the Government of India urging that the export duty 
realised on tea exported from Assam be abolished.* It was adopted. 

On 5TH APRIL Babu Basanta Kumar Das handed to the Pren< 
dent a writts^n statement of his motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the Council for the purpose of discussing the question 
whether the Hdbse has a right to carry on a motion for adjournment 
'sine die* of a discussion on a particular resolution placed before the 
House and annexed thereto the consent of the President in writing to 
the motion. 

The motion automatically terminated at the end of two hours* debate. 
At 1-30 p. m. the Council was prorogued by His Excellency the Gover- 
nor in person. 

Restoration of Grants by the Governor 

Hit Excellency the Governor of Ateam pasted the following ordert with regard 
to the demands on account of the Provincial Budget etlimelet for 1924*25 wHch 
were refuted or reduced by the Legislative Council. 

The items were as follows (i) Demands of Rs. 5,700 and Rs. 2,800 on 
account of salaries and travelling allowance of four Superintendents of grazing 
which were refused. The decision of the Council had been accepted and notice 
of discharge have been issued to these officers and to their menial suff. 
As however they are entitled to three months* notice or pay in lieu of 
notice. His Excellency decided, in view of the hardship which would 
be caused by the delay involved in submitting a modified demand to the 
Council, to restore the amount required to cover these dues less the amounts 
saved by the discharge of the menial staff whose pay was voted by the 
Council. 

(2) A demand of Rs. 1,666 for the appointment of a lady assistant 
in the Couit of Wards was refused. His Excdlency accepted this. 

Settlement Operations Cer^fied. 

(3) A demand of Rs. 1,91,750 on account of Settlement Operations ^as 
reduced by Rs. 1,41,000. 

The mover of the reduction stated that it was not his desire fo 
the Settlement Operations abruptly or to postpone the resettlement oi tn 
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Afwn V‘®*y Dtotricts iadefloitely, but that the immeiiate effect ol the 
rcdoctiott would be that the work ol resettlement would be produced at a 
flower pioo would be temporarily stopped to be resumed again il 
necessary when better times come and some progress has been made in thtj 
directioo of codilying the Land Revenue Regulations. Other speakers in 
support ol the motion took the same view and it is cleir that the opluiou 
of t^ Council as a whole was definitely against making the existing Settle- 
menu permanent. 

It is therefore only a postponement of the resettlement operations that 
has been oigei and His Excellency after lull enquiries is satisfied that 
this course would be uneconomical and unsatisfactory. 

A Committee has been appointed to consider the amendment of the 
Land Revenue Regulations relating to the Settlement operations and their 
conclusions should be available lor the consideration of the Government 
and of the Council long before the reassessment proposals come up for 
consideration. His Excellency is of opinion that in the interests both of 
the province and of the raiyats the re-settlement of the districts of the 
Assam Valley as they fall dne is an administrative necessity of high urgency 
and be has therefore certified that the expenditure provided for by this 
demand u essential to the discharge of his responsibility for the subject of 
land revenue. 

Demands for Excise 

(4) A demand of Rs. i, 14 *3 45 on account of Excise was reduced by 
Us. 03,000. Tne items affected by this reduction include the salaries of the 
superintendents of Excise, the pay of the establishment, the allowance of 
officers and establishment and excise charges falling under the head * Supplies 
and Services/ The original motion to reduce the demand by Ks. 1.31,000 
if accepted would have resulted in the total abolition of the preventive 
suff, but it is clear that this was not the intention of the Council. O 1 
the contrary most of the speakers urged upon the Government the necessity 
of pursuing with greater vigour their policy of restricting auppUci ut 
exciseable articles. 

The subsequent amendment to reduce the demand by Ka. 65,000 only 
had the lesult of clouding the issue to some extent and some members 
appear to have supported it as a protest against the Excise policy of the 
Government while others expressed a desire for a transfer of the preventive 
and Inspecting functions of the department to the police. An experimont 
on these lines has been introduced recently in two districts baj^ic lias noc 
been in operation long enough to enable the Government to decide whether 
its general extension could be effected without sacrificing the success which 
has already been obtained in reducing consumption. The matter will be 
further considered after further experience has been gained, but in any 
CISC such a change would necessitate an addition to the police estabhshnient 
for which no provision has been made in the current year’s biidg. t and a 
reduction of the excise staff without a correspoudiug addition to the ^police 
could only result in a set back to the policy which the Couucil 
desire to see pressed more vigorously. His Excellency has therefore 
certified that the expenditure provided for by the portion of the de- 
miod which was relused is jessential to the discharge 01 his respon>ibility 
*u the subject. 

Miaistera* Salaries. 

(5) A demand of Rs. 84,000 on account of Ministers* salaries umler 
c head * general administration* was reduced by Ri. 48,000. Under 

section 5j (I) of the Givernment of JnUaActthe decision of theO>uucil 

icgird to this matter is final. 
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(6) A demand of Rs. 15,400 for Eie maintenance of tile eteam launch 
* Kestrel * was reduced by H& lo^ooo. In accordance witii the decision 
of the Council steps are being taken to sell the launch and notice of 
discharge has been issued to the crew. 

(7) A demand of Ra 93/160 on account of the establishment of 
Commissioners was reduced by Rs. i,ooo. Commissioneis have been directed 
to give effect to it by economising in their expenditure. 

Salaries of Police Certified 

(8) A sum of Rs. 36,609 on account of the salaries of the Deputv 
Superintendents of Police was refused. The absence of provision for this 
expenditure would necessitate the disdiarge of eight officers or their 
transfer or revision to other posts. Government last year aonounccd 
their intention to make no further permanent appointments to the 
Provincial Police Service pending the receipt of report of the Royal 
Commission on the Public Services in vwhich the position and function cf 
the provincial and All-India Services will be reviewed. It is expected 
that a decision on that question will be arrived at during the current 
year and in the meantime it would be premature to make radical alterations 
in the organisation of the police dept. Hasty changes trhich might have 
to be reversed within a few months could only lead to inefficiency and 
unnecessary expense. His Excelleucy has accordingly certified that the 
expenditure provided for by this demand is essential to the discharge 01 
his responsibility. 

(9) A demand of Rs. 2,200 on account of rewards to Chaukidar 
Panchayats and contributions to the Disrict Chaukidari fund was refused. 
The decision of the Council has been accepted. 

Saloon For Supdt. of Ry» Police. 

(10) A demand of Rs. 16,270 for the purchase of a saloon for the 
Supdt. of Railway Police was refused. It was explained in the course of 
the debate that the bead-quarters of the Superintendent of Railway I'oiice 
have till recently been at Chittagong where he was able to obtain the use 
of a special carriage through the courtesy of the authorities of the Assam 
Bengal Railway to which Railway his jurisdiction was confined. He has 
now in consequence of a general re-organisation of the Railway Polict 
system throughout India, been given jurisdiction over all the railway 
systems within the provnee, including the £• B. Railway which was 
formerly under the Superintendent of Ralway Police in Bengal. The 
bead-quiarters of the Superintendent have been removed to Gauhati where 
it is impossible, for the arrangements which held good at Chittagong to be 
made, and moreover the Government of India decided, in counection with 
the re-organisation of the Railway po'icethata carriage Jor the Super* 
intendent should be provided by Government, the I^ilway administra- 
tion providing haulage free. It is essential for the proper discharge 
of his duties that be sbouM have a carriage in which he can 
live and do bis work and which can be detached at any wayside 
station which it may be necessary for him to visit. If he had no 
carriage of bis own it would be necessary to hire a special carriage on 
most occasions>-an arrangement which would ultimately be much more ev 
pensive than that now proposed. For these reasons His Excellency a- 
certified that the expenditure provided for by this demand is 

fo the discharge of his responsibility for the subject. 

(11) A demand of Rs. 17,600 on account of Assam allowana' ^ 
♦be Assam Engineering Service and for those members of 
Service of Engineers whose salary is votab'e was refused. His , 

bas passed no order in regard to this demand. 
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The Tariff Board 

111 the March session of the Tjegislative Assembly the Go\a. of 
India announced that legislation on the lines of the recommendatioim 
contained in the Tariff Board’s report will be introduced by them in 
the May session of the Assembly, llie Tariff Board was appointed ))y 
the. Bosolution of the Government of India in the Department i)f 
Oommei'oe No. 3478* dated the 10th July 1923, which reads as follows 

“On February the ICth, 1923, the following resolution was ailoptccl ),y 
Jjegislative A ssembly : — 

That this Assembly recommends to the Hoveinor-General in Council — 

(a) that he accepts in piinciplc the proposition that the fiscal )>oliey >4i die 
Government of India may l»‘gitimately be directetl towards fostering tlie devi*l<»j.in*ni 
of Jndastries in India ; 

{b) that in the application of the above principle of piotectiou, reganl muM.. 
luid to the financial needs of the country and to the present dependence of ibr 
Government of India on imi>ort, export and excise duties for a large part (tl‘ 
revenue ; 

(c) f'hat the pr include shouhl be applied with discriminaliou, with due 
to the well being of the community and to the safeguards suggcstcil in paiaurapii 
117 of the Ueijort. of the Indian Fiscal Commission ; 

{d) that in order that effect may be given to these recomnieudatioiiH, a 'J'lir lT 
Hoard should be constituted for a period not exceeding one year in the first jnsmu..-, 
that such Tariff Board should be purely an investigating ami advisory hoily oiij 
should consist of not more than three membiers, one of whom should Vs: a Govcritiru'iir 
official, but with power, sublect. to the approval of the Government of liulia, tu 
co-opt othe/ members for particular enquiries,’* 

Accordingly a Board was constituted with Mr. G. Kainy, (J.S.I.. 
I.C.S., as president and Messrs V. G. Kale and P. P. Girnvallai an 
members, and was instructed to examine first the question of the 

protection of iStecl Industry in India. The Board assembled at Simla 
at the beginning of July and after preliminary work proccc<lofi 
Jamshedpur to take evidence on liehalf of the Tata Iron and Steel 

Company. The Keport of the Board was issued in April hist. 

The Tariff Boards proposals mark a decisive turning point in the 

economic history of India. The Board’s recommendations will, in effect, 
bring about an economic revolution which two generations of lidian 

economists had unceasingly advocated. The policy of free trade was bbiiJly 
and indiscriminately forced upon India. All the prominent Indian ccuim 
mists w^ero protesting against this injustice done to India for half * 

century but all their efforts were in vain. Ranado and (h)kJialc, 

K. C. Datta and Dadabhbai Naorqji, with all their cogent arguments amply 

supported by facts and figures, could not produce any effect </n »» 
obdurate Government which clung to the disastrous policy of free trace. 
Free trade applied to an industrially developed country like J 

meant a wider market and an increase of commerce. But applaud t<j 
a backward country like India it meant great exploitation and coinincrcia 
dependence and helplessness. The Swadeshi and Boycott agitation of 1 
were intended primarily to give that protection to indigenous industries ’ j 
could not be given to ^em by law. The Fiscal Commission rccommciide* 
profectiou with certdo safegurda but did not make any concrete pr<'p>‘^ 
and loft the question of * duty or bounty ’ undecided. 
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The Tariff Board has made up a very stiung case for pix)tection to 
steel industry and has shown with convincing facts and figures that the 
industry satisfies all the conditions laid down by the Fiscil (>)mmissioa. 

In the first place the steel industry is essential for national defence. 
The Board has collected sudicieut evidence from mining experte to show 
that both in respect of iron ore and coking coal the present supply 

oould last for a century and more. Indian lalwir is not as eflioient as that 

In other countries but with experience of some years there is reasonable 
hope that it will attain the desired degree of effhjionc.v. The market in 

India for steel is extensive and there is a groat scope for its stoaily 

n-owth in the future. But the fluctuations and uncertainties of the world 
market caused by the great war still continue and the inauguration of now 
ind improved machinery involves some initial expense. Stool impoi’tod into 
India sells cheaper than the country in which it is manufjictured. The 
Board has avoided the use of the obnoxious word ‘ dumping and does 
not propose protection to steel by way of “antidumping.'’ In basing tho 
«^aso on stronger and sounder grounds tho Board has avoided a good deal of 
expected criticism. Tho Board has also shown great discretion in keeping 
l>cfore it the sound principle that there can be no i»rctoction unless thoro 
is something to protect. It hasi therefore, rccommemlod no taritf duties on 
those artJcles tho manufacture of which has no natural twlvantagos in India 
and which are in fact not manufactured in India at prosont. Much mlo is 
made .about the burden on the consumer. Protection necessarily entails 
such a burden. But the Board has shown that the burden docs not fiUl 
very heavily on a single industry. It is diffused over a largo ficM. The 
Government, the railways and tho private firms share the burden onually 
ami ill due course they will bo amply coniiionsated for their Hicrilico. 

^ The report puts the issue clearly and unmistakably in the following 
words;— But it is worth while to consider brielly what the conse.iuencos 
would be if protection were withhold and the nuimfacture of sl.eel in 
India wore to cease. A largo nuinlicr of workmen would be thrown oiit 
of oinploymeut and tho industrial training they have gained at Janislieilpur 
would be to a large extent wasted. \ very serious blow would also be 
inriicted on the coal industry owing to tho sudden drop in the de?riaml 
for coal. These however arc not the most sorioiis results. 'J'hc development 
of India’s natural resources for stool mamifaotnre would bo postponed 
indefinitely, for we have no hope that, at tho in'osont level of pinkos, 
fresh capital would be forth-coming or that .aiiother firm would enter 
the business. Finally, and this is tho gravest oon.se.iiienoc of all, the shock 
Jo public confidence in the future of Indian indnsf.rios wt»nld be extreme, 
it has long been recognised that tho progress of industrial dcvolopmont 
ill India will Ikj slow until Indian capital is forthcoming in nnicli more 
aUtiniaiit measure than it has been in tho past. 1 ho oollups'' oi the 
Kiealost single industrial enterprise in tho country would i>ufc b.vcK the 
flock for twenty years at least. Wo <1<, not <;laiia that those ooiiHidoratiorw 
are decisive. But they are factors which must l,o taken into aecount lu 
arriving at a decision on a raomoutous issue. 

The Board has proposed specific duties from Rs* iO to Ks. 4o pei t<>.i 

various steel and wrought iron manufaJiturcs It h is propositi to 
gmnt bounties on the manufacture of heavy rails and tishplatch. a < 
of Rs. 32 per ton in the first year, Ks. 2d per ton lu the socoml 
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3 -car and Rs. 20 in the third year. The Board has thus utilised both 
the rival forms of protection with due discrimination. The question of 
‘ duty or bounty ^ caiiiiot be solved by abstract reasoning. Both have theii 
advantages and disadvantages. The &ard has laid down the salutary prii,- 
ciple that ‘he leest objectionable metbed of protection should be adopter] 
after corsidoiing each case on its merits. In deciding between specific 

and (d vulonm duties the Board has in all cases favoured spociH/* 

duties. In the present system of tariff the ad valcrem method 

gcwerally adopted. But ad mlortm method is useful only in oa>o 
of levciiuo duties and not in the case of protective duties. For, prices 
fall, and when there is greater need of protection the ad ralorern 

duties nlso fall. "When on the other hand prices rise and the need (,f 

protection becomes less, the od valortm* duties rise. Specific duties l);i\e 
also their own defects. A specific duty always remains unchanged. The 
lioard therefore propose to give power to the executive govcrnnioiit it. 

vary the duty in case of emergency without previous legislative sand ion. 
The inaibet of steel is yet ui certain ai;d sudden rises ai.fl falls in i>nVc< 
are expected for some years to come. The power which the iJofin] 

inoposcs to gi\e to the executive is therefore extremely iiocossaiy. 

There is only one firm in India which manufactures steel and th.n i. 
the Tata's firm at Jamshedpui*. The firm is carrying on production ;ii 
lo.ss. Protection to steel is therefore protection to one single linn. 'IT. 
tact that there is no other firm does not weaken the case of the T;U:! 

(Vnnpany. It only finnishes another strong argument for proicrtic!:. 

I ho fact that with the abnndanco of raw material no other firm da ic> t 
enter the V.usii css establishes the need for protection. Cum pci it inn 

however is r ccessaiy in the interest of the consunKjr and the ]M>,od li:i> 

hopes that in a few years two or three other firms will bo started. Tlie 
scheme of \)T()tection is limited to three yeais. After that time :> t’.'d 
in<iuiiy will lie i.ocessaiy. Dining that intonal the Tata Company inii.-t d,* v 
by Indian isation ai d ecoi.omy that they arc anxious to lessen the l-Kid.v'. 
on the corsumer. The evidence taken by the Board sho\v.s that the p:< ' ' 

of Jndianisation is steadily carried on by the Company. The .same pi.. (>- 
must conlinuo. 

I’hcre wMs, as expected, a .strong oppcsitioii to the modod ]!n](s:d^ 
of the Boaid by the i.vnopcan ai cl Anglo-Indian interests. An l 

iitUnipt was made to whittle down tho poposals and in this iho lioi-;- 
Chamlcr took the lend, the fear (Jiiteitair.cd being that ;vi y d'N'i‘i 
ment of Indnstiies in India oii any large scale will irrejudicially afh'* 
Biitish ii (Inst lies. The strongest plea put forw’ard was that any prctcf ti'- 
given to the industry will tax mainly agriculturists, for whom Ihitfdi 
interests ahvays feel so very much ! The question of giving prolcf lit'i' 
other miiKT Indian Industries has since been engaging the attoniioii c* 

tho Board and will be mentioned in the next issue of this QUAb'TI. KID 

The following is the summary of recommendations of 

Board - 



The Tariff Report 

On Piotectian for Indian Steel Industry 

The TARIFF BOARD was appointed by a Rosolvitioii of the (io\ oru 
i: ent of India> dated lOth July 1923, accepting a resolution passed in the 
{legislative Assembly on February 16tb. 1923. The Boaix) was ihereui^on 
appointed with an Otiicial, namely Mr. G. Rainy c.s.l., c.r.K. as rresident, 
;»i.d two Indians, namely Prof. V. G. Kale, meniboi’, (^ouncil of State, and 
Mr. P. F. Ginwala, M. L. A, as members. 

The Board was directed first to examine the iiuestion of extending 
Protection to the inanufacture of Steel in India. AciX)vdingly the 
lAmd met first in Simla in July 1923 and after holding enquiries at 
Jamshedpur and Calcutta issued its rovnut which was finally v^'dJished on 
April 26th 1924. 

Protection has always l>co]i an inii^ortant plank in the nationalist pro 
;.(amme. As early as the eighties of the last oentui-y Ranade, Dutt and Dada 
Mum ix)inted out that without protection India’s nascent industries fwid no 
fiuMice of thriving in the teeth of fierce world comi>otitioii. Hut the 
<; over lime nt, notoriously iiiditferont to national interests, paid no hoed, ft is 
i‘nly recently that overwhelming public prossuro forced Govtu'iiment to 
rroogiiise the need for revising its tariff ixilicy. 

The imperative necessity for giving protection to the steel industry in 
If dia is unanimously recognised by the Tariff Board. The Hoanl enquired 
into the case of eight steel products which applied for protection, namely, 
idled steel, tin-plate, railway wagons, wire and wire nails, agricultural iniplc 
nieiits, steel castings, railway locomotives and enamelled wdre ; but the Hoard 
(;:iiie to the conclusion that only five of these arc in need of protection. 
1 he three in respect of which no rccoinniendation is made arc railway 
i( •'omoiives, steel castings and enamelled wire. 

Among the GENERAL PROP().SAL8 made by the Board, the most 
ir (>oitarjt are : — 

(a) that the Government should declare that effective pi’ote(*fiuii of 
d basic industry (Steel) is the recognised policy— this should bo enilKKliod 
if the preamble of the Tariff Bill ; and 

ih) that Government should assinno unfettorod powers to vary the 
tjc iff duties to meet fluctuations in the world market. 

The recommetidations provide both for tariff duties and lioiintics with the 
<Jjcef of making the burden on the consumer as light as i)os8ible. Finally, 
the Hoard is of opinion that the rocominoiidations should be limited to a 
l eriod of three years at the end of which a fresh enquiry should bo ijistitutod. 

The report is issued in thi*ee The first pait w’as submitted in 

l^eginning of March 1924. This dealt with the question of protection to 
•“tied steel with which the Tata Company is concerned. The Jloard, H[>paroiitly 
•t^nlisiug the delay involved by its enquiry and the grave danger to Steel 
ftny loss of time in giving protection, subinitted their first report/ 
hniking that the Government of India would show equal realisation of the 
Jtrfrent need of Protection and give otfect to their propoeal boiore the 
'•emnlature diapeiMd from Delhi in March hwt. Tiidee/l this was expected by 
65 
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M noirofficiala but 8ir Charles limes took them all by surpme by aniioiinoih^' 
a May session for the special pur{K)se of discussing the Tariff 
Suspicion has been cast on the Government for this undue delay that a i 
opportunity was being affoi'ded to British marmfacturei's to dump th:) rndiiM 
market in the meanwhile, and the antecedents of the Government in 
regard to Indian Industries lend colour to this view. The repoit 

itself bears traces of benevolent bureaucratic hand in the sense fhit 
even fully proved formulas are put forward in a subdued tone ami 
attempt to be outspoken is hedged round with qualifying words. -V 
National Board api)oiiitod by a National G)vt. would have naturally reponoi] 
fai’ more sttxnigly. In one place the Board attempts to deprecate the use .>i 
the woni ‘dumping in defining the actions of foreign manufacturers and denimi 
the fact that some British firms sent mater. al to India at prices even Itcluw 
their cost of production deliberately designing to kill the Indi.m 

Industry. In an equally cautious manner htus the Board refuted ull 
charges levelled by reprosontatives of British vested interests iigainst 
Tatas inaiiageinont. For instance, it was alleged that Tatas had wrortijly 
started the expansion scheme during the war involving heavy 
in the pui-chasc of rnachtnery. The foard replies that but for tih* 
opciatioii of one part of this plant which costs forty lakhs and within 
one year brought in a profit of more than double its costs, the 'I'.im 
works would have closed lung ago, and fuither, that it is the iirosp<'- ? 
of early operation of this new plant which olfers prospect of luort* 

ocoiioniioal out-turn which has made the Tkiard pin the hope that after th^ 

next throe years the price of Indian st^ol produ(?t may not need aiy 
protection at all. Ihc Board also remarks that money raised for n.nv 
works would not have l^eon raised at smaller rate of interest than by the 'rata>. 
The Tatas do not however escape legitimate criticism. They are told ih it 
they must greatly economise in fuel which would bo of vital nc|NVs.dty 
if they arc to hold their own with competitors in future. Tin? 
nuiiilior of labourers is also considered excessive in the past, hm tin* 
lk)ard realises that tlismissal might have precipitated a strike result inv 
in grcatei* loss to tlic Company. Those extm hands are to be absuiTcil 
in now works. At present American aud Britisli skilled laliouicis :tic 
imiHirted at very heavy (ost and the Board hopes that as Indian.'^ 
skill and expeneiitMJ, ecuiioiiiy would also l>c cirectcd in this direct i.»M. 


OlklECTION TO ITiOTKCTlON.-Tho enemies of protection fi d 
further pointed out that the agriculturists would suffer heaviest and .un 
cultui'al implements would cost more than at present and reduction in 
imi>ort8 would affect eximits of agricultural produce. The Ikiaid shows ili it 
following their rocominendatioiis, rise in cost of agricultuml iraplemonts wonid 
bo nogligible and that industrial development being the recognised i <M» y 
of Government eveiy success in obtaining such development w< ul l 


mean fall in imports. For the present at any rate the i><‘» ' 

estimates that the total rise to the consumer as a result 


recommendations would be one hundred sixty lakhs which '‘nio 
be shaied ^^liy by (1) the general consumer, (2) Industries like Jntc 
and (3) W Railways, Government tind Public Bodies, and this sji' jdi’* 
India woi^vgladl^ make to save her l»asic industry, espetdally when m' ' 
tages in tp, end would moi-e than counterbalance the loss. 

The ipT’ECT ON KEVKNUE would lie an addition of twelve 
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this year, aud a loss of two aud h.*Uf lakhs iioxt yoai% aud loss of only 
eight thousand inpees in the third yojir. Thus. Jis a result of protection, 
Governnient would not have to face any serious Huctuitioii in its revenue 
position aud this is a favourable point for pi*oteo.tioiu b.'eause in the 
present state of hnanoos Government oiii ill affoivl to los^ revenue. So 
far as protootion is concerned, it vanes from fifteen per cent to thirty per 
cent. The Board is in favour of specific duties in prefennioe to valonm 
rates and profosos such duties in the m^viurity of its rccoitimoiul rtions. 

Mr. Fetei-son on behalf of the Tatars had pointed out that Kolleti Steel 
was coming into India at Hs. IfiO a ton and that l»,v the imposition of 33 
per cent duty the Tatas would l>c able tir soil at a reasonable profit. 
The Boar<l does not agree with this, and after dwelling at length on 
various factors concludes that Ks. ISO a ton on an average should meet; 
the cost and ensure reasonable profit to Tatas. If this is so the TaUs 
should willingly take the figure U'causc the lower their cost ol pro In on, the 
lessor the sacrifice that the consumer would be called upon is) make. Hut 
if the Tatas i>i*ove their inability to sell their inoducis at. this ligiiro 
with reanonablo return on r a pi tab then the very sound principle oiiu iiciated 
l>y the Hoanl should go. 

BOUNTIKS. — As protective duty on Fish plates and Itails would have 
raised the cost of Kail ways and p>rhap8 also increased Rdlway rates and 
fares which arc alrcjuly too excessive, the lioard has proposed u grant of 
hounty to manufacture those aitichvs to counforlKilanco the lower cost 
of foreign imports. Bounty is also. proposed foi' the Wagon Influstr.v while 
twenty-five v>cv cent protection duty is proposed t») safeguird the Fiiginecriiig 
industt7 because the existence of the Tat as Rolh'^d Steel and Fngineciing 
and Wagon Iiidustries is inf erdepondejit. Tiirpliites, Wire aud Wirc-iiailM 
and Agricultural Implements also get protection wliile Hooomotive Steel 
(Wings and Knamellcd Wares are not eonsiderfsl HCparate. In short, if 
(tovenimciit jM'eci)t« the fuiuhimoittal principle of effective prote«’lioji aud 
undertjikes to give effect to it under all i^j/iditions, the 'lariff Hoard 
would have carried out a fiscal revolution in the history of India undei* 
British Kiilc. 

XEED F()I{ rH()TKCTl()N.-- After observing that it cannot conceive 
'•f a stronger case for protection than the Steel lnd\istry, the Hoard sa.y.H that 
wliatever roason.s may exist for withholding Frotection alfogcther 
there are none for any .scheme which at oiirv** rai.scs prices fo fhe 
‘Diisumer and at the same time fails tsi prcsorvi- the induHtry.' 
Inadcfiuatc pn.tcctioii is the most wjuttcful c(mr.sc iinaginalilc. 'I'hc Hoard 
dicreforc wants the (fovcrnincnt t.o declare that o.Toctive pioloction of 
■ his basic industry is the recognised pi>licy of (h»veinm<*ni and that 
^his should be omliodiexl in the of the TaiilF Hill to ensuro 

•ontinuity of policy which is essential and will encourage mom entoi prise* 
fike Tatas, so that within the next twenty years t wo to three more firirm 
the magnitude of Tatas could be established in India to meet the 
•Mitirc demand of tins Indian riiarkel in rosirect oi Steel products. Duo 
'O uncertainty of prices in the future the Hoar I rccommcndH pnrposaU for 
die next three years only, Vnit insists on a dcclai'ation pledging a continuity 
'>f iKiiicy. But what is of tlie g]eatc.st impoitsinco is that, the Hoard urges 
the Govornment of India to as.sume unfettered powers to vary protec 
dvc duties to meet any emergency such us a drop in prices duo b> 
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exchange operations and other causes mhk/k might impair or nullify tW 
protection given to our products. To await the sanetion of the Legisi^urc 
before variations are carried out might mean ruin to the industry by 
the time the Legislature meets. Thus if Government adopts the recom. 
mendations that protection must he effective and that the executive 
should so vary rates as to keep the Tariff Wall intact against fluctua 
tions, the various detailed proposals of the Tariff ]^rd about protection 
become matter of mere detail which need not be binding in all circunv 
stancoss The Board has attempted on data supplied to it to work out such 
figure for Protection as appeared to it least burdensome to the 
consumer which would at the same time ensure, according to thoii 
calculation, reasonable profit to the manufacturer. 

Danger of Dumping 

DUMPING.— In a matter of such grave importance and in view of seriuu.'* 
wariiitigs given by the Indian Merchants Chamber, Bombay, the report oj 
the Boaid was published without the announcement of Govt, that they wouKi 
imblish uloiig with the Tariff Board’s report its Tariff Bill and as8unir> 
power at once to collect the additional duty in anticipation of the 
iature's sanction and to adjust those collections according to the tlruil 
proposals adopted. It was not nocessaiy for the mere introduction of 
Tariff Bill that the liegislaturo should be sitting, because according to 
the rules the publication of a Bill in the Gazette of India amounts t< 
its formal introduction. As the Bomljay merchants intimated alt curb, 
foroigii mai ufactuieis were dumping the Indian market with chcaptM 
products aiid the formal introduction of the Tariff Bill would liav*' 
<iit short the mischief. Knowing full well that Government woukl in tin 
main follow the Tariff Board’s proposals, foreign manufacturers began, months 
before the Assembly met on the S7th May, to further dump the market 
and uiideisell Tatas for months to come. Reluctance to give itroinpi 
effect to lecommeiidatioiis of the Board on the pait of Govertinjcnt 
is p^i'lu^P^ ex])laincd by the fact that the Fiscal Commission laid stress or 
ample time to be given to parties concerned and the public at large to cxarniin* 
the Taiid Board’s proiiosals before final effect is given to them, and tli* 
manner in which Sir Charles Innes was heckled in the Assembly last session b> 
Sir Campbell Rhodes and Mr. Pilcher evidently made the Commerce xMond*oi 
nervous lest Kuropean interests should become furious at giving oveis 
propoitional effect to the proposals. So far as the principle laid d<nvi. 
by the Fiscal Commission is concerned that the public should l)iv* 
ample time to consider the Boards proposal, the introduction of 
Tariff Bill would not have stood in the way of attainment of tln^ 
object as, in the case of the Finance Bill, Government merely takes powc 
to collect revenue in anticipation of Legislative sanction in ordiu* n* 
prevent speculation and loss to Government, and if the liOgislature dit; 
not sanction a particular proposal the duty collected is always remitted 
In this instance also if such course had been followed the dumping 
British Goods in the Indian market would have been prevented. 

The following important extracts aie taken from the Report 
to summarise the Boards main recommendations. 
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Summary fic Extracts 

tie of the Iiniian Tariff Boani regarding the grant of h-oiection to the 

Btecl ImlnaiO' ^ published in three sections. The first dials with the ateel iiuhittry, 
Uie aeccmd wdth the engineering industry, anti the thini, besides oomiiariug the 
costs of steel manufacture in iJidia with thtise in other countries, includes aim* the 
locomotive building industiy, steel castings, and enamelled ware, 

Tlie principal conclusion in reganl to the htcel iniiustiy is that **The Imtinu 
market for steel is alreaiiy large amt is likely to grow. In i^vpecn of labour India 
is at present at a disadvantage which will Im* nmoveil as the workers ao«(ttitv skill 
and experience. 

At the present level of vorld prunes steel maiiufaetur.* in India is carriml un 
at a loss. Unlet's protection is given ihere is no ho|M! that it will develop for 
many yeaiv to come, and there is serious danger that it may cease altogtnhcr/* 

l>iffereuci‘s lu >Tices. 

The Kejwrt dec'arcs that “the average price which gives tlie Indmii manufacturer 
a fair return on his capital has liccn iound ti* )h> 11s. 180 a ton.'* 

“The need for protection" says the Rr|M>rt, is nicasnuHl by the difference betwetui 
two prices: — 

(ft) the price at which su'd is likely to be imtMtricil into liulia from abiond« 
and 

(b) the prioi^ at which the ludiau manufacturer can mdl at a reasonable profit. 

“The prices at whicli steel is likely to cuter liulia without duty have tiei'ii 
found to lie as follows 


Bars 


IVr tint. 
Us. 
HO 
145 
140 
150 
200 
300 


Structural sliapes, i.e., angles, lieams, channels etc. 

Kails 30 lbs. and over 
Plates, ordinary 
Sheets, black 
Sheets, galvanised 

“Kxct^pt in the case of sheets, the pioposaJs made for the iiii|N»*ition of duties, 
oi The giant of bounties, appioxinmteiy brulgc the difference betwmi the two |•ri«•■es. 
If. owing to a fall in the price of iinportwl sUt?’, the dntiew no longer give mle- 
<(uate piotectiou, mhlifioiial or off-m*tt iiig ilutics should be impotieil, and Mie 
(invcrnmeiu of India should take powers by legislation to impisc such duties. 

limited Perioil. 

“The 0 |*eration of the piop<»sa:H made is limitcil to a period of three yctiis, 
both liecauiH' of the uncertainly as to the future course of world prices, ami the 
probuhiiiiy of a dtcidctl drop lu the cost <»f pioiluction, A fresh enquiry will pio- 
Iwbly lx* m*ccfiwaiy in lP8fi-27. 

“The proiiosais made have been so fmmeil as to interfere as little as possible 
with those kinds of steel which are not proiluce<i in linlla at prem'iit and aiv ni»i 
iiki-iy ti> be piorlttoed for «(»m« time to come. 

Spifcific Duties, 

‘*ir is proposed tliat the following S|)ecil’c liuties should lie iiiipowf<l : — 

Per ton. 


Btecl:— 

Btructural shapes, i.e., beams, angles, channels, etc. 
Ship, tank ami bridge plates ... 

Common merchant l^rs aial rofis 

Light rails (under 80 ibs.) ... ••• 

Black sheets, whether plain or corrugated 
Galvaniserl sheets, whether plain or corrugate<l 
Wrought Iron- 
Angles, channels 

Common bars ... •«. ••• 

6B(a) 


Ks, 

30 

30 

40 

40 

80 

45 

20 

85 
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^^Tbe necestity for impooin^ toi^ dutiet on certain Idndo of wmaglit Iron ariges 
from the fact that the '*eoiBino&er qhalitioi eah hi aaed ior many purposes lor 
which steel Is okiI, and wonld dlspliMe steel If thbe were an appee^blc cUilereiice 
in the paittes. 

**tron and steel seo^ions of imperior qualities remia snhieet to the present tarift 
ani will not be affected by the new dati e proppsedL. 

"it is propofcei. to g^t bounties .on tbe nia&«€aetiire of medinm aisl heavy 
rails and hihplates acoording. to tbe following scaie :«• : 

Per ton. 

Us. 

11124.25 ... ... ... ... BS 

12215*26 ... ... ... ... 26 

1226-27 ... ... ... ... 20 

" The present ad valarwm duty wem'd be converted into a epeciftc tluty „{ 
Rs. H a ton, 

** The grant of protection to tbe manniacture ot steel must necessarily inennsf 
the ooste of many binnches of the engineering indostry at a time when it is iio.a^ 
ing its own with difficulty in tlie face of intense competition from abioad The 
adoption of the proposals * made will necessitate and increase in the duty on fabri- 
cat& steel to at least 20 per cant, ami possibly to 25 per cent, m some caitcs. 

" Tlie eacrihee which tUo country is asked to make in order to preserve the 
steel iiidnstiy is temporaiy and tbe advantages to bf gained are more than com- 
'mensurate. The burden on the consumer is like.y to be widely diffused ami is iiiii 
likely to press with undue severity on any one industry/ or any one section ul 
the community/* 

Indian 1 rospects^Commissiou's Conditions Ihitisfied. 

In general, the Repoit says : "The Rteel Industry satisfies tbe three conditions 
which the Fiscal Oommissipn considerc<l should be statisfied in ordinary cases by u!‘ 
industries before a Ciaim to protection is eutertained; It is also an .csaeniiai iiidiisviy 
for purposes of self-defence and of great importance on national grounds. It inighr, 
iherefoiv, c.aim protection even if the ordinary conditions were not fully satisfieil. 

Natural Advantages 

"India possesses a great natural advantage for the manufacture of steel owing tf» 
the richness and abundance of the iron ore deposits ami the comparatively short (lihtauc* 
which separates them fi*om the coa.iieids. 

"The quantities of coking coal availabte are sufficient for tbe requirement h ol t hr 
industry for a ccutiuy or more umess its growth is unexpectedly rapid, and sapp its of 
limestone and do.omite arc ample. Tfuise materials are not equai in i|ua!ity to t biui 
available in some other countries, but 'th<y are good enough for their purp<^ and Hrt> noi 
more expensive thau elsewhere. 

"India a.ieady produces pig iron more cheaply than other countries and the |KMiiibi< 
IJty of producing steel of thoroughly sound quality has been proved. It has not hithmu 
been fonnd possible, ho>vever, to combine a high output with batisfactory quality. Ah 
soon as this has been done, the future of the Iiutian stoei industry is assured. 

Tata Company*s Claim 

The principal claim for protection came from the Tata Iron and Steel Company ou 
behalf of the Steel liiduetry. They proposed , an alUtmnd duty of 58 per cent ad valorem 
to be imposed on Imports of all kinds of steel locally manufactuicd by the Comiiany ai 
Jamshedpur. 

The Report says : "When we endeavmired to ascertain on what basis this figure ha<i 
been arrived at, no very lucid explanation was forthcoming. ICr. Peterson, giving ora 
evidence on behalf of the Coqfipahyt stated generally tne Company were of opinion 
that rolled steel was likely to <mter India at a price, without duty, of about Us. i50 
ton, and that tiie Company could sell steel at a reasonable profit * at or under Us. 200 a 
ton/' A . oUdtt io vaguely ooucfeived c.early roquieed the closest semtiny b.*fore,any con* 
elusion be lofmed as to its merits. This involved a minute examinatiou oi 
cost ol piodiiotiog^^^:^^ rolled eteei at Jamsbedpor and. n review of the floctuatum 
in the price of imported steel The resuUn of our investigatkme will bs set foitu 
at l«Qg&, bat in the fim instance it is necessary to ooimlder the claim of 
steel indiMtiy to psoteetioii liom a more general point dt view," 
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Commtarioa Ikid ^owa tiiice omt - 

attloiii '•^ ♦kdr 1M iMMed in omiuiy omm b.fo>« • 

te to «l«8mtoA powlltkwi* b»v« bxn ii{>ptov«d by the Qoveni* 

^ Li^riadee AieenWy. they aie a* Wlo«w :— 

(I) lito toiao^ ittMtJas one poMiMniiig natacal adeantaiteii, web wan 
•baiwnt «aiV> w *aw material, aheap power, a wficient wpply ot labour, or a 
(,«— IMWM mairhto. §aoh advamagee wilt be of ditfereut relative importanoe in 
,lifietent Indnitotoa, SW ehonld all be weighed and their retoUve importance 

M i t a w d. Thp aaooeeK^ adiutriee of the^ world pomeat certain comparative iulvan> 
tugies to wMCh o^ their sacoetHk No indiistiy which does not poeflcefi Home 
comwMW^i^* advaiitngeH will be able to compete with them on tMjnal termH, auit 
therelof^ the natural advantagee poBBeHacd by an Indian induitry should b? analy»td 
earefallXt i» owt to ensure as far as possible that no imlustry is protected which 


vb'iil hf ffiW "*^ a permanent burden on the community, 

(2) The industry must ba one which without the help of proteerkm eitlier is 
not likely to develop at ad or is not likely to deveh»p so rauuly as is iksirable 
in the interests of the country. This is art ohviouK ooi'o'ifi.rv Tmm (h«« nrimbiikM 
which have 


This is an obvious corollary from the prineip.es 
whicn nave led us to rccommeml prottHStioii. The nralii object of protection is 
either to develop iruiustries which otherwise would not be developol then with 
greater rapidity. 

(3) The industry 



Imlia’s Mineral llesources. 

('ontinuingy the Keport says:** Our einiuiries have satislied uk that Imlia pos> 
Kesrs great natural advantages for the production of stec. and iron and that the 
liiM CiUdition lawl down by the Fiscal Commission is therefon? fultillcfl. Of Oie 
raw materia s required the three most important are iron ore, <rokiiig exiai anti 
Jiriiestone (or dolomite) for Huxing purposes, l^arge depoi>its of iron ore exist in 
many parts of Intlia, fiarticu.ariy iii the (entra lh'oviiiC‘K, but at pres-^nt by far 
the most, important are those which He in tiie sO'Ca!!c<l *ii'on belt* exteniliiig over 
the district of Siugbham and the adjoining Kcutlatory Statt*H of Orissa. The b.!it 
eoiitains enormous quantities of extremely rich iron ore in which the propoiliou of 
metal iic iron iEreciuentiy rises above 60 per cent. This ore eaii be mined citeap y 
ami landed at the lion and tSteel works at a cost of betwmi Ks. 3 and Us. 4 
\m ton. The Director of G«oogical Hurvey has supplied us with cxiracts from a 
report by Dr. Fox, an officer of the De{rartment, on the miiieml resoui'c.<s of India 
for a domestic steel industry, in which the iron ore ilcposits of liie country are 
described. Dr. Fox mentions two estimates of the quantity of high ijuality iroii 
ore available in the so-called * iron be.t, ' birth of them iii tlie neighbourhood of 
3,000 miliion tons. Other authorities Imve taken low figures and, until furtfier ex- 
ploration iias been made no cx^t estimate is possib c, hut theic is goniTal agnxs 
meui that the quantity is very large. In other parts of ilie world equally rich 
ore IS to be found, but it cannot be landeil at the iron works at aiiytlijiig like 
the same price.. Conversely, equally cheap ore exists in some count rit^s but of 
nothing the same quality. The advantage India |K)Kses8c8 in the hha|)e of iron o,e 
therefore very great.*' 

Hofficicut Coking Coal. 

*'^he general conclusions which the eviileiice suggests might perhaps be staled 
s« follows :^ 

(1) tbsxe ate sufficient supplies of coking coal availab o to ra<x!t the itmls of 
» «^l induitty capable of providing for India’s own rcquircin^iitH and a certain 
>urp.us tor export for over a ocniuiy. 

(S) The question whether coking coal exists in sufficient quantities to Justify 
the estaidi^nii^t q{ large export trade in steel cannot be settled until further 
^2? f*l4otetions hove been made, 

fn,i*V »vailab’e suggests the desirability of con>^rviiig 

^nas leuEHirQeB of metal iiirgical coking coal, ft would cearjy be unlortunate if 
jsrge quantiti^ ^ j,. utiiixed in the country for want of 

• »tmab:e fnei. ^ 
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nta^r mylfr H fMwible to atitite ia ilie nmi&iotate ixwi \Q0ftl a^icb u at 

r Nfiit c.iuMcd «B BoiiHDoking. It ie ponible alto that iRt b dkitMietMi of coal mav 
made m Trsiont where iioa ore hi alto pceieat*'^ 

Farther, & Bepoit ttatee that ^ the prceent pre^emftime of Binghhom 
and Oritia iron belt It doe not onljr to the riofaneia and abandance ^ of the ore 
deMtite bot alto to the feet that they are idtoated at a dletanoe of about 2O0 
mike mote or kee from the ooid«fieldi. 

Floxing Materlalts 

respect of dozing materials India does not poaeece the iame loperiority lu 
iu ore, but economically k at no dirndrantage. LimeaUme of the beet quality is 
to be found in India, bot at such dittanoes from the iron ore and coal u to 
pieclode its ufic for metallorgicai porpoeee. There are, however, ample soppiics r<f 
limeWone and dolomite within a reaMmable distance of the other raw materia; s. 

Mott of the other materiale required by ^he industry exist in India, and the few ex. 
oeptiops are only required in small quantities. We need bniy motion 

(a) mangenese, of which ample suppHei exist in the Central Provinoes, ami 
(b) lefraotory materiak.** 

Ifarhct for Bteel in India, 

The Beport mys: ** The market for steel in India is of oourse not conipaiab e 
to tliat which exists in EuroMn countries or in America, but large quantities of mitI 
are impoitetl annually. Up to the outbreak of the war the market was steailiiy growing:, 
and in due coarse the upward movement will no doubt be resumed. The total cousump. 
lion of iron and steel in India may be put in the neighbourhood of a miiliuu aikI a 
half tons, and of steel only at about a million tons. These Hgures, however, 
iuclufle a considerable amount oi machinery, hardware, motor cais, etc., which 
sot likely to be produced in India for many years to-come. Nevertheless, the market 
is already large, and, with the expansion of demand which may be expect e<l in tlK^ 
lutxt ten or tifteeu yeais, piovided there is an adequate extension A transport fadlirit>, 
there would be* room for two or three steil works each with an output comparah e (•» 
that of the works at Jamshetlpur. 

Producing at a Loss. 

The Kcoiul condition laid down by the Fiscal Commission is in some re 8 |iecis 

the most important of all At the present level of prioes and with the present co;.! 

of {iroductlon, the manufacture of steel at Jamshedpur is unprofitable and involvrt>a 
heavy loss. There is every hope that, in the course of three or four years, product ion 
costs will l)e substantially reduced, owing to the idoptiim of a new process of msnu- 
fneture and the provision of an up-to-date aud efBoknt plant. But there must be a:i 
extremely difficult transition period during which assiftanoe is specially necessary, i' 
is not, a question of inability to pay dividends on an exoeesivf capital, bot of inability t» 
manufaotuie and sell steel except at an actual loss. If the efforts of the firm whirl) 
has been the pioneer of steel manufacture in India wexe to end in disastrous failurr, 
it would be idle to hope that fresh capital would be forthcoming, and all prospert of 
further development for the next ten or Afteen years would be at an end.” 

Future CompHiUon, 

** The third question we have to anawer,” continue the Bepoit, is whether the 
steel industry is mm whiob will eventually be able to face world competition wiihou? 
ptot'otion. We have no hesitation in answerim; it in the affirmative. As we hav'' 
pointed out, Iniiia can already produce pig iron more cheiwly than other countries. Ih(' 
process of steel manufacture is admittedly much more difficult, and years must e «i'»<* 
before Indian labour acquires tbe necessary akilt and experience. But India's iiaturai 
advantagnarnaogreatlfrat weimikvext will not be Umg befeve the initial difncuit:^ 
are overcome, and iiteel k piodiieed at a cost low oumgh to enable ittofaceomsxi' 
cempetitkn in Indk wkbo^^ 

■V- ■ . : 'laSifoimi'i^^ 

The B^kitW|iM that -ibr purposes of n^onal defence 

of the ated a^ h^rtant. «Ob the baks of theae 

case for pietuoff^ appall lo ife to i» overwhelming j ^strong. . ijf 


yiii»lil* luumMIgfi. It, fn MoonlMMse wWi the prtMipIci laU down 

w ^ f iiM ^ protection of itei^ itnot lied to be WlM. wente^n^ 

ecMid pQitlb:y ooiap!y with tlm. It ii impoMtb:* tP 

Protection Bohcmee are Keoeteary* 

^ gliinml d proteotiou are giien by the Bepoit 

«*(I) Hie anawet to the qneetion whether prateotion it neoetiarj depondt in the 
Mill on theclifleieiioe between two pricet : — 

(a) the prioe at which eteel it likely to be imported into India from 

abroad, and 

(b) the price at. which the Indian mannfaotnrer can tell at a leaaonable 

prodt. 

**(t) protection it found to be necettary, and the adwintaget to be derived from 
itare hdid to outweigh any objectiona whleh may exitt, then the meatureii 
' taken, mutt be adec|iiate to eeoure their purpote. 

(S) The tcbemc of proteotion shouM be to adjutted at to interfere at little at 
potnbie with thoee kinds of steel which are not manufactured in India 
at present and are not likely to be manufaotuml in the hear future.** 

In answer to tbit, the Report myt : << It it indeed obvious that the need for pro- 
tection exitet, in to far at the Indian manufacturer telling hit ttcel in competition with 
imported steel fails to realise a fair profit or incurs an actual loss.** 

In refnring to the desirability of adequate protective meatoiet, the Report, 
advocates aoontinuity of policy. "From the date when a new firm decided to 
ehtabliih Steel works, five years would probably elapse before steel was actually 
manufactured^ and another five years before the suooets or failure of the venture 
could fairly be estimated.** 

Danger of Cheap Imported Steel 

The Report says ; "The danger of foreign steel entering India at abuormaUy low 
prices is, we believe, a real one. Sinoe IPSl the cheapest Importeil steel has oome 
from Belgium, though in 19SS at any rate, part of It may have originated in 
Germany. During the last few months there has been a rapid inoteatie in the 
^ French production, and it is quite possible that France may bcoome a moie formid- 
able competitor in the world*8 steel markets tlian she has hither* o been. The 
resnlts of the ressmption of steel production in Germany on a laige scale, if and 
when a settlement of the reparations problem is attained, might of course be serious, 
and the menace of the release of the Ruhr stocks has not y^ been Anally dispelled. 
Under these conditions wide and sadden Auotuations in the price of steel are not 
improbable, 

"We have oonsldered the legislation adapted in other countries to guard against 
similar dangers, but we have not found it possible to frame our proposals on the model 
of any of Sum, In such measures the executive Govt, is usually empowered to take 
action when the fall in prices is doe to some paitienlar cause, e.g., the depreciation of 
the exchange, the grant ii bounties, or the low cost of production in the country of 
origin. But, if the end in view is to secure to the doowstie manulsctnrer a iMonable 
price, the causes which have enableti the foreign manufacturer to send bis steefi 
*nto India at lower prices are really Irrelevant. If economic oonditlons in the 
«^orId genefaily were more stable, it might be posrible to dispense with addiUonal 
Mfeguards or to limit them td particular dangers. But, things being as they are, 
^ believe tii^ special powers are neoessaiy, and that th^ sboom be asnplete 
And net hedged about with reolrietions.** 

Customs •inquiries 

^ Hte Report lays down that the only poinr to be deteemfned by enquiry would 
^tke at which steel was actually entering India. Anangemeiits would be 
^asary at the Coetema Houses in the principal pevrts to ieoofd horn the hivoioea 
the actual nriees at which protected goods were being iinpoitfd, , ^ 

. yht hMtiitSm peopoimd," says the Report, "is often dmmibfd m anti^himp* 

hut ^ hays deUbermtely lefrained from making uae of that word, 

. 'IMaorimiiMitiag FrateotM 

■ m mjh "‘•w •« 
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is tbal of (liiieriiiiiiuitiiig proCeetioa which restiiets the harden on the congumer n> 
the minimum necemary to attain its object ’ It follows that those kinds of bti>iM 
which are not pitKlnoeU in India at present, or aie not likciy to be prodaoed lu 
the ' near fntore, shonldi os far ts possib'e, be left antonched. We mention the 
point here hecanse we desire to maae it pjiin that this consideration has 
p/esent to our minds tbrooghont onr enquiry. To put it very briefly, tbeic is uo 
need for protection nn'ess there is something to protect.*’ 

After making a detailed eiamlnatiou of the prices of imported steel past 
present and fntore, and the cost of prodnciim steel at Jaowhedpar in ltf2] m\ 
19SS (when the average price realised by the Tata Iron and Steel Company fot a 
finished steel was Bsi IflV a ton— which just sufficed to cover the orerheml chaigt^s 
and left no profit whatever), and after statlno that there was a big fall 
llffiS-Sfi. the lieport says : **lt is evident that at the present level of prices and 
with the present (*ustoms Dnties the manafhctnre of steel in Imlia can uny b*> 
carrieil on at n loss.” 


Lowest Selling^ Price 

The Report then goes on to consider the future cost of pi'otlnction aiul hndu 
that a selling price lower than Rs. 180 a ton won'd be inadequate as the ba>N 
of protection, Tliat sum therefore is adopted as the basis of the Roard's propo^ai^. 


Bounties Alone Impracticable 

The Fiscal Commission had pointed ont that the best means of assisting' » 
basic industry may often b? foniul ^ means of a bounty rather than by a pm 
tective duty. The Report states : **Wefear that for financial reasons any srliem- 
which proposLNl to accord porection to Htt*ei soey by thia mmiiH most be di8tui«. 

sed as impraoticab'c at present Daring the next year the piodnction ot stn*. 

at Jornshnlpur will inert^aae trom 186,000 to 4B0,OOO tons, and this must entai* a 
very serjous re<lactiou in the revenue at present deriveii from enstoms dutioh on 
steel. Any scheme of baancing dunes against bounties is in <laiiger of brealin^ 
liown because the extra revenue from which the bounties are to b* {Mid !<• a 
vanishing quantity which u timately disappears altogether.” 

It is to be noted that the Tariff Boat'd does not make its recommciulationH u* 

remain in force over a long period, for it holds the biief that in 8 or 4 yi'SiH* 

time it will be possible to reilace the cost qf steel production m Imlia t<i a Ioim 
at which the manufacturer will bo ab'e to sell steci at a price muoli )r'»s9 11% 
180 a ton, and still make a reasonable profit. 

Specified duties— Board’s Recommendations in Detail 

The Board makes spicifio rroommeiufattionB regarding the protection ot tin* n'oi! 
industry. These arc as follows 

HAW STEEL 


Structural shapas:-^ 

Present Duty Rs. 15 per ton or lO per eent. 
Recommended Duty Rs. 80 per ton or 20 per cent;. 

fi<uas t *** 

Recommended Doty Ra 50. 

Bars and Rods:^^ 

Present Dnty Ho. 15 a ton. 

Rroommended Dnty Ri^ 40 a ton or 80 per cent. 

Sham iungaimttad) 

BoQominended Duty Be. 80 a ton or 15 per oent. 

SkM^ (gah/msad.) 

Rsmiinfinded Dnty Rs. 45 a ton or 11 per cent. 

on the following sliding scale 
l8li4S ^ 9i a ton. 

BS S *. !£ 

JIl^M *mva 

nmtml fipfioltto duty of Bi. 85 a ton 
ooiM wiA othor Mffiali^) 


on oeninon iron bar aiul iwl Ow** 
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The dQ^ ^ tM other qaeUties will remnin as ei piMiit. 

Ai the 0OirmmaA of India bad already anhoimcerl that the Uw will be 
attended ao aa to neoeeidtate the aetnal paymeat of Oustoma Duty on imputed 
(Stores (with a few specified exceptions) by the OoTemment Departments ootu^rneif. 
the Beport ^tes that’ it is nnneoesaaiy to submit any rcoommemiatiou on this ))oim. 

Chief objections -^Agriealtnral Interests Not Deeply Affeotcil 

In dealing with the principal ohjeetiont to proteocion for steel the Tariff 
IViaid states that an increase in the dnty on steel tiani will uiuloubtetlly tend to 
rfffgus the cost of such steel as the agriculturist ortlinarily uses, tmi that 
quantity is very small. The effect therefere would be negligible. 

BefefTing to the obleotion that protection tor steel is contrary to the interests 
of agriculture because it will involve a considerable reduction of im|)oitH into tmlia 
and consequently of exports from India, and that the fortngn market for liulia's 
agriooltural products woulil therefore be restricted, the Uefiort says that it is **a 
general argument against any measure desigue4l to scicure the develctpnumt of in- 
dustries in India on a large scale ami lias no s)icoial application to sice'/* Mr. 
)*i!cber in his oral evidence suggested that the rtxiuction of Indian imixirts, and 
consequently <d exports, was open to objection > (a) because it wa4 imKtuocd by 

artificial means and not the result of natural and liealthy development, and (b> 

because it meant the suilden displacement of a laige hmly of impoits. The answer 
is that the steel manufacturer has no choice. Sine.* large units are essc>iiiUd ut 
cheap protluciion, a policy of slow and imperceptible growth is out «tf his (N)wer. 
The industry must develop by sudden jam|>6 or not at ai)."' 

Effect on other Industries. 

The real difficulty was the effect of protection for steel upon itther iiulustries. 
1'be Report says : ** We have to consider the sacrifices which that ))olicy may 

entail on the community ami not the burden which a different p<t icy wou'd bring 
with it. We are not caUe<l upon, tlicrcfoi'e, to discuss the remoter conseituencv.a 
which protection for steel may bring in its train. The case might be diffci*otit> if 
it seemed probable that the cost of steel production were like’y to remain at its 
present level lor a long period of years, for existing induHtrifs would tlioti have 

to develop and new industries oome into existence on the basis of high steel 

costs. But we have found good grounds for lielieving that production costs will 

fall substantially in the next three or four years, and in that cast' the bunleti 

will be lightened at no very distant 4late. If our cxi>ectat.ious are justifitsl, the 
iiulttstries which use steel as their raw material will be gradually built up on the 

basis of steadily diminishing steel costs. This is im|X)rtaiit because it is the priinai y 

<x)«t of raw steel which ultimately dctcrmincb the level of costs in all the <le|»eiident 
industries.*' 

The Report here deals in detail with the effect u|)on Railway cohts ami the 
manufacture of machinery in general, as also jute iiumhincry and U*a garden 

wichinery. 

The Tariff Board admits that railway costs would lie inenmsed by one half of 
the railway figures in the case of unfabticatcil steel and two-thirds in the case <if 
fabricated steel. The increase would be small in tlic case of machinciy aiul also 
in jute machinery. 

Burden Widely Diffused. 

The Beport says : ** We can only refer that st4Mjl is not so important a fectot 
in the cost of Tea Garden Machinery as Hr. I'ilclier was led to iKlievr.** Enough 
nuRerial was not placed before the Tariff Board to show the effect upon coal, 
Jote and tea. It continues “ The evhlence we have obtained suggests gemrally that, 
about one-third of the burden will fell on the Bailways, other Government depart 
Bieuts and public bodies, one-third or Kimething less on tlie principal imlustri is 
and the bafenoc on the minor baudiciafts ami the general consumer. ^ far as we 

judge, the burden will be widely dlffuseil and is not likely to pim too heavl y 

«fi* any one aeetion of the community,^ though the Tariff Board states tliat it haa 
5^ desired to minimise the comequences of what it has proposed. . The Report 
^vrs a pictnie as to what would happen on the other hand if the manuteciure 
« Ned ta India mie to oeoae. This wonkl tbiow out ot mip’oyiMBt a lar^ie 
“»«»ber of wotkma and wonW a:»o be “ a T«y serioue Wow ” to the coa! iwlod^y 
to dw taddcB dfop in the demand tot coaL Ora»eet of aM would be tb. 
tbeck to imWIo oonddawe in the fntnrc of Indian induatrfea 
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The Lee Report 

,Qf The Royal Commission on Public Services.) 

A great and portent event in Indian ivolity in tho first six months of 
the current year was the evidence collected })y the Royal Commission 
on the Public Services and then the famous report that it issued towards the 
end of May. The commission was appointed by Royal Warrant under 
the aegis of Lords Peel & Winteiton, the Secretory and U rider Secretoiy 
of State respectively for India in the last Tory Ministry in England. 
The appointment of the Commission was secui*cd by Euro|K'aii Sorvioo-rnen 
backed by tho strong dio-harci elements in India *Mid England who 
have ever since tho Montagu Rofonn.s Act of 1919 l»ecn exerting 
themselves to scrap it outright. 

The circumstances leading to tho appointment of tho Commission and 
some of tho evidences have Ireen given in the previous issue of this 
(jUARThlRLY on page 10. The Commission commenced its work on 4th 
November, 1923 and finished its lalK)ui-s on 27th March. 1924. Only 
six important centres were visited and it chose to examine omlly only 
411 witnesses including the officials, out of 1300 persons and assooiations 
%vho forwaivled replies to thoir qmstumnairtB. And the most curious 
featui’e is that out of those 4U witnesses only 152 were bear’d in 
imblic, the rest having chosen to record their evidence in privitci. The 
evidence that was thus recorded cannot see tho light of day but 

its character can bo guaged ly tho remarks of the Commission Itself, 

In Chapter XIV at page 61, tho report states that ‘’there wer*e likely 
to l)e many witnesses, who would shrink from expressing in public 
Opinions which they conscientiously held but which, if published in the 

l»ros.s, might involve them in political controversy," This decidedly iiobiis 

to the character of the ovidenco thus recorded and tho number of 
such witnesses is no loss than 259 as against 152 vrho olooted to be 
licard in public. The Commissioners obai’actorise this evidence given 
publicly as presenting only ‘ one-sided picture of tho case.’ 

Tho genesis of the Commission, as given in the report at page 6, runs as 
follows : “In the minds of tho Services, the unoort linty of the |>olitical future 
of India, combined with attacks upon them in tho press and the platform, 
and their steadily deteriorating financial condition, produced feelings of 
anxiety and discontent. In Indian political circles, on tlio other hand, the 
new system seemed incomplete and .slow in operation. It soeiiiod incomplete 
because the Self-go veriiincnt granted in the ‘Transferred’ field was limited 
ky the fact that members of tho All-India Services engaged therein wore still 
under the ultimate control of the Secretary of State. It seemed slow uj 
« l»c ration because the rate of Indiaiiisatioii adopted since 1919 was rogardeil 
as illiberal."’ It can be seen from tho analysis of this statoineiit that the 
purpose of the Commission was four-fold. Firstly, it hiul to ensure tho 
immunity of the Services from attacks in tho press and platform by making 
fliem independent of the popular form of government in India, and second' 
to improve their financial position by making liberal grants in their pay, 
pJomotions and pensions. Thirdly, discontent in tho Indian political circles 
66(a) 
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was to be aet at rest by giving complete control of services in the Transferred 
departments to the Ministers ; and fourthly, to accelerate the rate of 
Indianisation of the services. 

With these ends in \iew it is argued that the *poor/ "honest’ and 
" hard'working’ Civilian is oppressed with the fear that if the power of 
control is once transferred to the representatives of the people in India, 
it was likely> disastrous results would ensue. What those results would 
1t>e form part of the private evidence. To meet this contingency, it 
is laid down that "" the Secretary of State should retain his control ” in 
respect of All-India Services. It was also feared that political develop- 
ments in India might bring their careers to a premature end/ This has 
>>een met by a new provision that a legal covenant* mutually binding between 
the civilians and the government and enforceable in Civil Courts should 
>0 entered into. This contract is to nlention even the minutest detail of 
the pay, promotion, pension, leaves and even return passages and insurance 
of life. A further safcguaid has been instituted in the form of Puhlic 
Service Commission which has given wide powers of recruitment as well 
as of hearing and deciding appeals of the Civil Servants against the Govern- 
ment decisions. 

The Commission also made liberal recommendations regarding the p.iy 
and allowances, pensions and family pensions, passages ai.d provident 
funds, to allay their discontent in this respect In achieving this second 
ohiective, the Commission has burdened India with an expenditure of 9G 
to 98 lacs annually, slowdy increasing to one crore and a <|uartor. A close 
study of the figures and the increases recommended will show that this is 
an under-estimate, and the additional expense will border on two crores annu- 
ally. The report states on page 24 that “ political opinion (Indian) is strongly 
in favour of the ‘ market price * principle and contend that while a high 
rate of pay may be necessary to attract Europeans, the best Indian 
candidate could be secured on lower toims. There is much reason in 
this contention which is pressed with vigour as one of the main justifi- 
cations for increased Indianisation.” This contention is used as an arguincnt 
for refusing to increase emoluments of Indians ! The Report again says at 
page 28 that "'Having regard to public opinion as to the necessity of 
economising the cost of Public Services, we are not prepared to re- 
commend increase in their (Indian) emoluments. We have therefore 
adopted a system which will meet the requirements of mainly JOuropcaii 
married oflBcers.” 

The report disposes of the third and fourth points, namely, of 
control by Ministers and rate of Indianisation thus : The ditfieulty 
of administering the Transferred Departments with no control over 
the Services was made plain to the Commie sion. On page it 

states clearly that “ it has been represented to us that although Ministers 
have been given in full power to prescribe policy, they might lx? 
hampered in carrying it out by the limitations to their control over 
the All-India Services inasmuch as the members of these Seryiew 
ara appointed by the Secretary of State and cannot be dismi«i^ 
except by him, whilst their salaries are not subject to the control of the 
Local Legislatures.” The difficulty is met by piovidtug that the (^rsoiiiKi 
required for the transferred branches of administration be wruite^l hix 
appointed by local governments who are asked to pass legislation to .scvnio 
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this csontrol. The PuUic Service Commission is, however, there with its 
lK)wer9of append and rights of recruitment. 

As to Indianisation, the report starts to consider the question with 
impai-tW mind and states at page 48 that “in the days of the Islington 
Commission the question was ‘How many Indians should be admitted into 
the Public Services ? ; it has now become : ‘what is the minimum mimbor 
of Englishmen which must be recruited f* It further says that ‘in order 
to carry out the spirit of Decoration of August 1817. a proportion 
of 50-50 in the cadre of the Indian Civil Service should be attained 
without undue delay and tlmt the present rate of Indian recruitment 
should be accelerated with this obieot” It is important in this connection 
to note the ‘present* rate. In para 35. it is stated that ‘the poroontage 
of rocuitment of Indians for the Indian Civil Service was fixed in 1920 
at 33 i)er cent, commsticiiig in the year 1920 and rising by percent to 
48 per cent to be attained in the year 1930. In the present year 19249 it is 
39 per cent.** There can be no shadow of doubt that at the * present * 
rate 48 per cent is sure to be attained in 1930 taking into consideration 
the 39 per cent in 1924. But the proiK>sal of the Commission to make 
it 50-50 and ‘ accelerate the rate* is given on p. 19. It says that the ‘ ratio 
of recruitment should be maintained at 40 Europeans and 40 

Indians out of every 100 recruits (the remainder to be filled 

)iy promotion from the Provincial Civil Service) at any rate until the 
50-50 cadre is attained.* It is expected that the foregoing rate of 

recruitment would produce a 60-50 cadre in about 15 years from the 

time of coming into opeiatioii of the scheme. Thus if this schomo is 
brought into operation in 1925, a 50-50 cadre will be reached in 19 40 
while under the * present’ rate 48 per cent would have boon attained 
ill 1930! 

It need not bo repeated that the interests of the alien bureau- 
(*racy are directly in conflict with the progrc.ss of Self-Government in 
India. The recommendations arc flank attacks to thwart the realisation 
of responsible Government. The Govornrnent of India arc dotorniiiied Ut 
give effect to them. The LalK)ur Government is too engrossed in its 

own difficult affairs to pay attention to this iinpoitant dovolopmont. 

India is already weighted down with unboaiablo burden of taxation 

and this fresh addition of w’'eight is likely to break the back of the 
camel. A iiliant and serviceable tool in the form of a Taxation 

Committee ^s thus again been foisted upon the country to devise tnoana 
lor this fresh taxation. 

The Taxation G>mmittee. 

1 he Govt, of India leBolution of the 2ytlj June wiyt* tliat tlio of insi it.ut.ing 

•i ■‘‘ icntific enquiry into the hyslem of Indian taxaitioii has rrcciit 'y at.tmcii*il wnsuhrmh’i* 
i^Ufiuion in the couiiMy and was tliscussed on luore than one (Kicaslijn in ihc Indian 
h' i-'^s'ature. The Government of India arc now in a pij.suioii to atmounc*! that ar- 
ouii'euieniB have been made for such an enquiry. The luoMvo for i.lu; api>oiiitiiieut is 
auy meeijjjjg additioiml expenditure or any intriujoii to im;n?amr the 

Jotiii amount raisecl by taxation in liulia ; tJic neccssiiy Tor tiie enquiry ariws 
from the efiwt produoed by the War on the gcneni! level of prices and 
*'t exf^H^rniiturc. and coUBCfiuently on the incklence of iaxittion in its existinu form. 

he problems arising therefrom arc coiummi to many count ries, hut in luilia ih*; 
^-•inigcB which have been maile since tlie War in the re’ations hetwem th., C(;ntral 
l‘iovincial Governments and the development of S«:lf.Govs!rumf‘iit furnish reason 



52 S the taxation committee [SIMLA 

for the Btudjr of the bubject of taxation in general and for the examination oi 
a ternative Bourcea from which to raise money to mett the expenditure which 
Tiecessari.'y to be incurred by the various taxing authorities at the present tinv-. 
'J’hc increasing presbure for a more clrastic regulation of liciuor traffic iil 
paiticular make the stiuly of alternative sources of taxation imperative, while 
iiKHlitications in the existing system of taxation which may be cxi)ccted to ichuu 
from the action taken on the recommendations of the Indian Fiscal Comiuissi.^n 
aTijil tlie Tariff Board, will disturb the distribution and affect the real burden of 
taxation borne by the people of India. The intention of the Government of India 
to institute this entfuiry was announced in the Council of State on the lifi 
February, 1924, when the proposal was discussed in some detail. Heasons were ritrn 
Miveii h)r the opinion of the Goverumetit of Inilia that the tenns of reference shou d 
be coiuiirelieiisivo and that the emfuiry should be conducted by a small CommittiN, 
c<]ual y representative of European aiul Indian experience and including an uffierr 
with wide knowledge of Indian administiatioxi, an Indian lepieseiitative of acknow lei 
authority in economic questions and an cx|>ert on taxation fi'oin abioad. 

The Personnel A: Tenns of llefereiicc of tlie Committee. 

fciir Charles Todhunter, Finance Mcmlier of Madras, to act as the Chjiiiiujiii 
of the Committcfi ; Kir Percy Thompson, K. B. E., Deputy Chairman of the lioaid 
Ilf Inland Revenue in Englaml, Sir Bijay Chand Maliatab of Runhvaii, aii.| 
Dr. R. 1’. Pnranjpye as Mcmb(.*is and Mr. W. B. Brett, I. C. S., will act i!i. 
Seerretary. 

The following are* the temis of reference of the Committee. 

(1) To examine the manner in which tlu* burden of taxation is dist iil.ut*.i 
al present, btJtween ilie different- classes of tlie population. 

(2) To consider whether the whole scheme of taxation, Central, Pinvincial aiil 
J-ocal, is eiiuituble and in accordance with economic principles, tiiul if umi, ii* 
what respects it is defective?. 

(3) To report on the suitability of alternative? sources of taxation. 

(4) To advice as to the machmi?ry rcquiretl for the imposition, a^^tssmen^ joni 
collection of taxes, old and new, 

(5) To prepare loiigh estimates of the financial effects of the proposalh. 

(U) To inc'ude in th(* enquiry the consideration of the land revenue, unly - 
far as is n<'«*ssary for a comprehensive surv(‘y of tlie exist ing conditions. 

The tenns of rcl'cnuce have been formal. y accepted by all the ]’rovin(?ia. Cioersi 
ineiits without prejudice to their claims in regard to the distribution of tlie teiu 
irvenues. It will be obseiTcd that the Committee will have no concern wifi Ji- 
expenditure, nor w'ill it he a part of their function to examine the adt'quJi'y m 
tf.e lesouices of the different governing bodies. Their coueeru will lie pi-inur, ; 
with the buidin imposed on ail classes of the population w'lthout regard o- 
lerritorial limits. The estimates they will frame will bi^ designed to iliu>fr!ite iM* 
metluKls <»f easing where it is too heavy and of incrensing it where it is too hjili' 
They will indicate theoreiicaUy the correct ilistributiou of taxes between . 

Pioviiieial and Local Governments, and the most efficient maehineiy h»r t **l ci i oi; 
AiVhctlicr tiny follow the sanu? lints of division or not, it will llius In? n<i laii •’ 
flu? duties 01 the Committee to coushltr the equity of the Meston Award. Sunsriry 
jis regards the .’and revenue, the Committee will not lie miuired to make 
I'egarding tlie systems of settlement, but it will Ije witliin the scoik* of tlu; ciiou 
to study the incidence of the laiul Tcvenue (including water-rates) and t«» pimu 
any ilefeets from the point of vic>v of canons of taxation or any diffieu la t” 
n adjustment of the burden of taxation. It will be within the terms t>l 
to tic Committee to institute such an enquiry into the economic conditiiuj* d 
pt*op!e as the Committee may consider necessary for its purixisc and to npun ‘fi 
the adequacy of the material already avai.'ab.e, making suggestions t»» tlu i"* 
manner in which it may lx? supplcmentefl and the most suitable ageii< v i"’ 
vider economic enquiry. 

Committet* to Meet in October 

It is pjroiMised that the Comraittce shouM assemble in India about *.•' J,' 

week pf October and in .the meantime preliminary statistical material i' ” 
collected WMth the assistance of the Provincial Governments for the use of tlie » ot-tr - • 

Leaving this aside for the present, the liCe Report is di8cu.T?e»l n 
the folio wfng pages from the Indian view point. 
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aS yui '*♦! UNANIMOUS RECOMMENDATIONS 

is a summary of its ewnrli fUnff 

Its coeeMoSs s» bwed upon tho mkthig ConstUutioMi poaUon 
and !t» P«»pom'« tor fiMCial r^el to toe Setvicea are not tTtake 
fetroBpectiw efiact in of toe pretent atate of toe finance* of 

India, but are to ^e ^eet from toe commencement of the financial 
year 1924*25. i-a# fcoin April lat 1934. 

The COST OF THE PROPOSALS is estimated to be R«. 9 » or Rs. 98 
lakhs in the first year. The cost will tend to rise lor some years 
oatil it reaches one^nd-a-qoarter crores, but will fall as Indianization 
nakes itseW felt. Out of, a total estimate of about crore it would 
appear that some 22 lakhs would fall on the Central Budget* the 
rmalning cost being distribuM over the provinces. 

The Commission emphasises that its main proposxls are vitally 
ioter-dependent and unless all are given effect to, violence will be done 
not merely to the spirit of compromise which inspired the agreed 
conclusions but also to the whole structure of the recommendations. 
The Commission farther states that in view of the urgency of the 
case the recommendations should be considered as a whole and act^ 
upon with as little delay as possible. 

THE GENESIS. — ^The report commences with a reference to the genesis 
of the Commission. The appointment of the Macdonnel Committee by 
the Secretary of State to inquire into impediments to recruitment in 
England, and the issue of the 0 *Donnel Circular by the Government 
of India regarding the acceleration of Indianization showed that both 
authorities had been obliged to reconsider the whole question of the 
Services within four years of the passing of the Reform Act. But the 
problems were only stated by the Macdonnel Committee and the 
0 *Oonnel Circular* and not solved* and the need for a full and 
impartial inquiry led to the appointment of the present Commission. 

Professor Coupland in a note points out that it is clear from the 
memorandum* and the first Reforms despatch of the Government ot 
India, that the retention of the control of the Secretary of State 
over the Services under Ministers was a temporary expedient adopted 
because it was felt that to change the structure of the Public Services 
simultaneously with a change in the structure of Government might 
fatally handicap the operation of the ntw system. Now* however, 
says Mr. Conpland, both Ministers and the All* India Services under 
them are sufieting from an anomalous and unstable position. 


RECRUITMENT FOR TRANSFERRED FIELDS.— To remove this 
anomaly the Commisaion recommends that recruitm^t to the Services 
mfdoyed in the Timnslerred fields should in future be made by the 
Local Governments tbemselvts. These seivices are the Indian Educa- 
tiona), the Agricultural and Veteiinary, the Fot eat* Service in Burma 
Md Bombay* and the Buildiugs and Roads Branch of the Indian 
^rvice of ^glneeis* except in Assam. 

Special recommendations are made about the Indian Medical Set vice. 

Govafaments should be given fall control over the Services thus 
r^ruited* and also over the easting Provincial Servic^, the Secretary 
iState delegating ^e oeccdsary powers under Section 96-B (2) of 
Ihs Act but it fho uW be a corollary that the local Legislatures ahould 
ibe Public Services Acts providing satisfactory condiuons oi service 
ftuo redadug the risks of political interference. No change would* 
However* be made fai the position of the All-ludia Service men now 
^porating in the tiafisfeired fidds, axKl they would continue to enjoy 
present fights s^nd also draw the concessions to be granted to 
members of thevj^^ tbe Reserved field. The All-india Services 

Vt-- [ ■ 
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mcloyoA to tbe f^serya^ field of adn^lotratio^ ihovld cootiaue to be 
upp^thA Olid coouotted by tbo Secret ol State lor lodia in 
Coodcll. Some ttembatB tblfik tiiat socte a coadaiiott IdItOwed inevi. 
tobiy from the priMpte imffiied in the Goveraraeiit of Indie Act 
wbile oth^ meoibenii* mainly ladiao, hold that a tnmaler is contemplated 
by die Act. 

Ail however agree that the Secretaty of Stale should for the 
present teUin Ms powers of appointment aad control. These services 
are LC.S., I.P.S., the Irrigation Branch of I.E.S., (be whole cadre of 
tbitVservice in Assam, aad except In Bombay and Bntiiia, the IndUo 
Forest Service. 

Proiessor Coupland in his note explains that the lecommendatioD 
about the control of the Reserved and Transferred Services is not 
only in harmony with the general^ political opinion in India, but is 
also . In harmony with the principles and poroses of the authors of 
the Government of India Act. It is in consonance with the principle 
on the one hand,, of making the Ministers and Legislative Councils 
responsible in the fullest practicable degree for the good government 
of the Transferred field, and on the other with the full responsibility 
of the Secretary of State and Parliament for the good government ol 
the Reserved field. 

In respect of the CENTRAL SERVICES the Commission recommends 
that all appointments to the Political Department, Imperial Customs 
Depaitment should be made by the Secretary of State, who should 
also contmoe to make, as at present, appointments in Europe to the 
State Railway engineers, &uperior revenue establishment. State Railways 
and superior, telegraph and wireless branch. Appointments in the 
remaining Centra) Services would be made by the Government of India. 

On the question of the teorganization of the MEDICAL SERV ICES, the 
Commission says that no attempt should be made to perpetuate the 
Indian Medical Service as at present constituted. 

The medical needs ol the British and Indian Armies in India 
should be met by the constitution of a R. A M. C. (Indian), every 
officer of the new Provincial Civil Medical Service being liable for 
service with the R. A. M. C, (India) in the event of general mobili- 
sation. The new Civil Medical Service should be constituted in each 
Province, and recruited by the Public Services Commission through a 
competitive examinatioo held in Englaud and India, the rates of pay 
and other conditions of service being fixed by the Local Govern- 
ments in consultation with the PuMic Services Commission, the con- 
stitution of which is given later. 

The Commission considers it vital to the needs and contentment 
of British Civil Servants to provide a nncleus ol British m^ical 
officers in the Civil Medicid Senrice* The minimum of British officers 
for each province is. to be fixed by the Secretary of State on whom 
in the last resort should rest the responsibility for the maintenance 
of this British elemeat Ono-half of the number required tor tne 
miUtary reserve, whl^ever is the larger, should be reserved for bjti 
offioem to Iw by ombpetitiye exiuMnatipn lor the Civil Medicai 


uthnr /U1 Ihdii be extj 


by . ’Act' 


syicis:'' 



^ sbowii, nyt the report, that wberevet democraflc 
inMdtQiS^§ body is necessary to protect the Ciirft 

S^c«i itool^ ood give them staMUty and security. 

Xbe CddMblMi^ ont that since the passing o! the Act, prolonged 

csorwtpWl®^® y®*** between the Secretary 

oi State* the Government of India and Local Governments without 
arriving at any deci^loa about ttie eetthig up of this Commission. 

¥he Cbi^ that this Commission should be 

estabiUM delay and recommends that the Commission should 

toe an Ail«lndia body consisting of five Commissioners ot the highest 
public etanding detached, to far as practicable from politicel associations 
•od possessing* in the case of at least two* high judicial or legal 
qualificationf* Their emoluments should not be less than those of 
High CoOrt Jodges. 

The functions of the Commission would be 

(A) The Recruitment in India for the All- India Services, Central 
Services and* if Provincial Governments so desire, also for the Provin- 
cial Services. The Commission would be the final authority in deter- 
mining with the Secretary of State* the Government of India, or the 
Local Governments* as the esse might be, the standards of qualification 
and the methods of examinations for recruitment in India. 

(B) 1 he exercise of functions of ** qussi** judicial character in con- 
cection with the disciplinary control and protection of the Services. 

appeals to the Governor-General in Council by an aggrieved ofGicer 
against such orders of the Local Governmetts as are declared by the 
Governor-General in Coaucil to be appealable, should be referred to the 
Commission* which should report to the Government of India with its 
recommendations as to action without prejudice to the right of appeal 
of the aggrieved officer to the Secretary of State, provided the Com* 
mission certifies the case as fit for such appeal. 

Appeals from the Government of India would first be referred to 
the Commisidon who would report to the Secretary of State. In the 
case of an allegation of a breach of a legal covenant the Commission 
would certfiy whether ** prima facie’* it was a fit care for adjudication 
by a civil court. If such case was sustained the whole cost of the 
proceedings should be defrayed by the Government concerned. 

The report regards the lecommendatfons in respect of the Com- 
mission as one of its cardinal features as forming an integral and 
essential part of the whole structure of the proposals about the Services. 
It is tb^efore urged that efiect should *be given to them as boon as 

prsctiGable* 


IRDlANl^TlON.-^The Commission next makes recommendations on 
ffie qumtion of Indiaiiisatioo* For the LC. S. it considers it desirable that to 
l^mote an hicreaiMKl feeling of comaraderie* an equal sense of respoosibi- 
hty, the prdf^tlpii ol b^f Europeans and half Indians in the Service 
should he atlatai^ without undue delay. Some members attach parti- 
cular impQctieiide^^^^ maintaining the principle of equality in the rate 
of direct ieeiiilteent which should be 40 Indians and 40 Europeana 
ou| of eveiy the remaining brfing promoted from the Provincial 
: The falsi 61 recruitment of 40 Europeans to 60 Indians is 
Expected to preduce a Imll and half composition of the Service in 

la Service, the recruitment Is to be 30 per cent 

Indian, tt>e latter being compoeed of 30 
^ recruitment and so pet cent by pioinotl^ 
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isoni PSroviiiclal Service mtxk, of wliofle fitoew for each poele the Com* 
iniaic^ lUd cooviacing evl^k^e. la tbie Service the compositioo of 
hau Earopeea and half ladian woolil be attained in about 25 years. 

Recraitment to the Indian Forest Service in Uie provinces where 
Foiiits ate a leserved subject should be 75 cent Indiana and 25 
per cent Europeans. Recruitment for the Irrigation Engineers is to ^ 
40 per cent European and 60 per cent Indian, • 40 per cent beiog 
directly recruited and 20 per cent promoted from the Provioctal Service. 

It is pointed out by the Commission that while the question before 
the* Islington Commission was how many Indians should be admitted 
into the FubUc Services, the question b^ore the Lee Comminion was 
what is the minimum number of Englishmen which must still ^ re- 
cruited. The Commission hopes that in respect of the provincialised 
Services, Ministers would stiU wish to obtain the services of Europeans 
in the technical departments and th6 Europeans would show the same 
willingness to take service under Local Governments as under the 
Secretary of State. 

The proposals for the INDIANISATION OF THE CENTRAL SER- 
VICES are:— 

(a) Political Department 25 per cent. Indian recruitment from the 
I.C.S., Provincial Civil Service or the Indian Aimy* 

(b) Imperial Cu-toms Service: — Recruitment to be on the present 
basis. 

(c) Superior Telegraph and Wireless Branch Recruitment should 
be 25 per cent in England and 75 per cent In Irdia. 

(d) The Commission recommends that the existing training taciiuics 
be pushed forward so that as soon as practicable 75 per cent recruit- 
ment should be made In India and 25 per cent in England to posts 
of State Railway Engineers and the superior Revenue establishment. 

For the remaining Central Services recruitment diould be at the 
discretion of the Government of India. 

PAY & ALLOWANCES.— Coming to the question of the pay and allow- 
ances of Service, the Commission observes that the insistent complaint of toe 
Services has been that so little has been done to give effect to tne 
recommendation of the Montagu-Chelmsford report to restore the rwl 
the Service, to the level which proved »ttrMtive 30 yem ago. The pre*«t 
pay ia fat below auch a level. Moreover, saye the Comnnwon. we 
exiating disparity ol remuneration as between a coiMercial ano an 
dal career baa become so conaplcuona and so discouraging to 
Seivanta that something ahodd be done to reetote 

Although many rnm-offidal Indian wltneB.a nrgwi » 
the basic My oi Indians, the Commission has deaded against lowen g 
the ^ pay, partly because ol the almost unanimoua 
by mem mt Aeir podt on was no lest .embatraasmg than that 

PoUce Service mrd the 

Aagtoeais. it ia not iproposed to increw be raised 

^ In the I; P. 8, the basic pay oi the isferioc ^le ahonW ^ 
The basic pay 

<tM aixid be incteaaed by Ka. 50 np to the te 

*0 **“ <*•***•“*** .^’ks. *5 

ensuing lour yeati, then ^y Ra. ^ ^ service 

n tef tta elghteenUi. nineteenth and twentietii y«v ^ 

■ .-t hete alb »r !^«agdWi>' M :at: preient, ■ . „ . ' x* 4, ra»inmend«d 

inltlin ciN «i the todian Savin at: EbpatW »* For 

tlmt iadbitoal i»y ahMdd bn reckoned as past ol the oasic 
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s0[fvlcai fliM the ^ 1 ^ ami the Women’e Branch of the 1 . £« Sm 
riaes pvncs^ PV Ra. 150 where it occnre Bhould be to 

Ra. e^o mitead of Ri. 200 as at present, while from the twelfth year 
of service onwacds ^ rate of overseas pay should be raised from Rs. 250 to 
Rs. 3 ®^* the I, P, S.. recruits of which are about three years youoser 
than in Other Service, overseas pay should be Rs. 100 m the first three 
years. lU. 125 iu the fourth year, Rs. 150 iu the next four years. 
Rs. 230 in the next six years, and Rs. 300 in the fifteenth year, and 
dierealter to the end of the time scale. 

The EXCHANGE DIFFICULTY is met by a recommendation 
that in the case of all Services from the filth year of service onwards 
every bfificer of non-Asiatic domicile should be entitled to remit his total 
overseas pay through the High Commissioner at iS. to the rupee, or 
to draw it in London in sterling at that rate. Indian members entitled 
to overseas pay should draw the increase proposed, but should have 
the privilege, of remittance only if they satisfy the High Commissioner 
that they have wives or children in Europe. 

Officers promoted to the selection grade la the Indian Police. Me- 
dical. Agricultural and Veterinary Services and to the senior and junior 
selection grades in the Indian Educational Services should draw ^e 
maximum overseas pay and receive the sterling advantege described 
above. The pay of officers holding the lower administrative posts, i.c,, 
Deputy Inspectors General of Police. Superiatending Engineers and Con- 
servators of Forests should be fixed at Rs. 2.150 instead of the present 
incremental pay of Rs. 1.750 — 100—2.150. but without remittance benefit. 
With regard to administrative posts above the time-scale whose salary 
does not exceed Rs. 4.000 a month, the European members of tbo 
Commission supported by Lord Lee recommend permission to remit 
Ks. 400 a month at the 2s. rate. The Indian members, dissenting, think 
that it would be politically unwise and administratively mischievous to difier- 
cutiate between the emoluments of Indians and Europeans above the 
time-scale by supplementing the income of the Europeans and would 
cause deep resentment among the Indian officers. The Commission recom- 
mends that though not to the extent of thj other Services, the Women's 
Educational Service has a claim to some improvement in emoluments. 

As regards the Central Services, the report recommends that in 
principle the concessions proposed for the All India Services should 
‘motatis mutandis* be granted to all European officers in the Central 
Services appointed by the Secretary of State, and to those European 
officers who though appointed by tiie Government of India were 
appointed on the basis of non-Asiatic domicile. 

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT OTHER SERVICES arc 

Officers appointed in iutnre to the Judicial Branch of the 1 . C. S. 
should not receive judicial pay because tois additiooai attraction is nut 
needed now. It should not. however, bo withdrawn from exiting 
reciifientB. The technical pay of the Superior Telegraph Branch should 
be reined as part of the basic pay. Military officers saving in the 
Pohtical Department should receive the same pay as officers of the 
Indian avll Service in that departmeot. The general principle l^d 
down about specialist officers in the various Services is that u they 
*are hoViing permanent appointments or if the contrMt implies permanent 
^mplpyrnent subsect to approved service# their conditions of employm^t 
should be revised to accord witii those in the corresponding All*India 
Services# 

The PASSAGE DIFFICULTY is proposed to be met by laying down 
that an ojBm ol non-Asiatic domicile in the Superior Civil Services should 
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fiilt dtf* S), ood iriwo mrried Us wife iboiiid bo eatittod io ss imuiy 
Mtitrii psMsges ss msy bs to Us eredit. Om atagle psSMgs thoold be 
gntotcd to cs^ cbUd. The foUowtog icUo officen 

already to Service:— 

liioie vfith lesa than 7 years' service wUi get four letatn passages 
those below 14 years iBRiRi those below as years two and these above 
31 years orb. 

The scheme is to be extimded to lndia]l officers of the L C. s, 
who receive overseas pay/ but shoald not extend to theit lamilies. The 
fSmily oi an officer who dies in the Service should be repatriated at 
Gcveiiiment expense even thongh he has exhausted the Ml number of 
passages admissible. Roughly the passage benefit works out at Ks. 50 
per month lor European and perhaps Rs. 35 for Xodtan officers, but in 
order to avoid this allowance being eaten up by other requirements, the 
C< mm^f ion aidrs the Government to establish a passage fund out of 
which it would pay lor the passage of officers. Any surplus of the 
fund will revert to the Government. Monthly additions credited topa\ 
under this fund would not count towards pension, or leave or furlougii 
allowance. 

PENSIONS.— No increase is recommended in the 1 . C. S. pension having 
regaid to the fact that in 1919 officers contributing four per cent of 
their salary towards pensions were relieved of the necessity of doing 
so, and the question of the refund of past contributions cannot be le- 
opened. As a result of the far-reaching responsitolities brought about 
by the Reforms the Commission recomm^s that members of the 
1, C. S. who rise to the rank of Members of Council should got an 
additional pension of £50 for every year of service as such up to a 
maximum total pension of £t,2$o. Those who serve as Governors should 
receive an additional £100 anpually up to a maximum total pension 
of ;fi,50o. ■’ 

Mr. Basu, dissenting on this last point, says that the spirit of 
comaraderie and equality in the rank of the Ci^ Service must be 
maintained. The Commission is aware that the recommendation of the 
Islington Commission to give a special pension to lieutenant-Governor^ 
was not accepted by the Government but feels that under the ReioiDs 
conditions have changed and that it is just and equitable that this fact 
should be recognized. No change is recommended in the existing seal? 
of invalid annuities so far at the I. C« S. is concerned. 


The present potion of the unoovenated services are considered 
inadequate. It is propot^ that the present peBbion Of Rs. 5.000 per 
annum alter 35 years of Ueryice rising by Rs. 300 per annum to 
Rs, 6,000 after 30 yeitfa should be increased to Rs. 6,000 and rising by 
Rs. too per anhum to Rs. 7,000. The maximum pensions taking account 
of the a^ttipiahl pension carried by service in the higher appointments 
would then (Lower grade) and and Ri. 9.500 

iiadet tho litoit of ten years before which an invalid annuity can 
be ehmed to toe ttUoovenanted services shoidd be reduced to seven 
V idid toe sGUle bhproyed. No change is recommended to the pensic 
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B«tte)t I.C.S. Fudly PearioB Fuad ia oned ud 

it !• ptap^^^-iisitii- pteaent land dionld be doaed aad a new fund opaaed 
dividaii and Indiaa bnoiches owing to difiereacei in socUl 

Sj^J^UAJU^S TO THB SERVICES.— The report next dlacnetea 
$afegiihfdi to be provided to give a sense of security to the 

Stfvices* It to rectunmeDded that the question of exisling and 
ftocrtoiig ttobts and elalfiis ol Members of Services arising from 

the al»>Utioii of bonont appointments should be referred to the 
Public Servtoee Commissiotte Indian Members would limit reference 
to cases other Uian those necessitated by retrenchment or curtailment 
of wortr. All officers should be allowed to commute up to half their 

pensions, the rates to be revised year by year on the basis of the 

rate of interest payable on loans raised by Government in that year* 
Mutually binding legal covenants enforceable in a dvil court should be 
entered into between officers and the authorities appointiug them* 
Existing members of the Services should also enter into such coven* 
ants which should indinde clauses securing pay. leave rules, passages, 
remittance privileges, pension rules etc., and the right to compensation 
in the event of dismissal without due notice or any breach of the 
conditions of contract as well as the right to retire on proportionate 
pension in specffied circumstances. 

Wiffi regard to FUTURE RECRUITS it should be laid down that 
if and when the field of service for which members are recruited is 
transferred, it shall be open to them : — 

(a) either to retain their All- India status ; 

(b) to waive their contracts with the Secretary of Stale and to 
enter into new contracts with the Local Governments concerned, or 

(c) to retire on proportionate pension, the option to remain open 
for one year from the date of transfer, 

PROPORTIONATE PENSION,— The present rate ol proportionate 
pension is considered by the Commission generous enough, The 
privilege of proportionate pension should be extended to those recruited 
in 1919 who did not arrive in India before January i» 19:0. but no 
alteration is recommended in the existing rule laying down that war 
service of officers prior to their appointment should not count 
as service for the purpose ol this pension. 

The extension of the privilege of proportionate pension to the 
Central Service is not recommended. It is further laid down that 
existing members operating in the Reserved field should have in addition 
to their present rights the right to retire od proportionate pension 
under dscumstances defined for future recruits if and when 

the field of Service is transferred as stated above. 

The Commission further recommends that the Governor-General 
should consider whether be might not construct pension contributions 
to the' Provident Fund within the meaning of the Government of India 
Act in hceoidanee with Section 67-A (4) and all Governors should 
•consider the same point in accordance with section 72-D (3) This w 
to remove the doubt about the oon-votabillty of these contributions by 
the LegWature. 

SPSClAtiSt OFFICERS on contract for a definite period and discharged 
for reasoni than unsatislactory performance of duties have a 

claim compensation which should be granted in consultatioa 

with Commission. Officers of the All* India Servteea 
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not appointed by the Secretary ol State ibonld be reappc^nted by him 
and granted the same privilege ae oHier tnembeiB. Tbe Ibport also 
suggests rdiel in reepeet ol the calculation ior the rent for booses 
supplied by Government and an officer's liability in respect of hoose 
rent is limited to ten per cent of his monthly emoluments, the 
Government paying the excess in case an officer occupies a private 
house. 

In respect of medical attendance by British doctors the report 
suggests the grouping of districts and the posting of a Britidi medical 
officer in one district in each group. It a doctor is sent for from 
another station or a patient goes himself to the doctor, travelliog 
allowance shall be borne by the Government. Free medical attendance 
for wives and families should not be provided. The leave rules are 
considered liberal and are left unaltered. 

Tbe report urges that all recommendations should apply to Burma, 
even though cooditions may not fully warrant such an advance, a 
necessary adjustment regarding the distribution of future recruits to the 
All- India Services between Burma and India should be made. 

TO STIMULATE RECRUITMENT. — ^The Commission hopes that 
its proposals provide a reasonable measure of security and financial 
relief essential to stimulate recruitment. 

Well-considered propaganda should be conducted and the India 
Office should establish some permanent liasion with the British Univer- 
sities. A full and candid explanation of the present position in India 
and of tbe conditions of service under tbe reformed system with precise 
details as to pay, pensions and other privileges and the measure 
ol protection and security provided should be made available for pros- 
pective recruits. 

The age limit for the present year and the probationary period 
of one year should also be retained. The existing system of cpen 
competitive examination for the selection of candidates for tbe 1. C. S. 
should be continued. Tbe system of short term contract for tbe All* 
India Services is considered most unwise. 

In a joint note Professor Coupland and Sir Cyril Jackson recom- 
mend that tbe recruitment and control of members of the Educat onal 
Service employed in the chief Colleges should remain with the Secretary 
of State and that to get recruits from Oxford in the same proportion 
as before, the conditions of examination obtaining before 1919 should be 
restored. Sir Reginald Craddock has long special notes about the conclusions 
of the Commission, the conditions in Burma and the emoluments oi 
the Services. Mr. Petrie has also appended an explanatory note. 

Indian Notes of Dissent. 

Only 2 notCH of diBsent^on relatively minor points.- are appeiule*! b> tie 
llepiiri. One, by Mr, B. N. Basu, relates to the proposals that members of tlf* 
Hervices who become member^ of the Executive Councils or Governors should receu*' 
inorCRseii pensions up to £1,200^£ 1,600 per annum. Mr. Basu opposes this su:*- 
gested increase for a number of reasons. ‘‘There are,’* he writes, “several thinps t ^ 
consider in this connection. There are, fiixtly, the existence of a feeling of coma 
raderie and ef|uality in the ranks of the Civil Benrioe who feel that, barring t}i«; 
exigencies of the service, they are all on a footing of equality, a feeling which 1 , 
sbon!d not like to disturb.” 

The otlw note of dissent, which is signeil by all the Indian Commi9'»io*i^''' 
protests against the proposal that officers al^ve the time scale, about Bs. 2.6y 
monthly, should be granted overews pay be pennitted to remit overseas |^y 
the two-shilling rate. The European Commifsioners support the suggestion which 1- 
|ieisoiially stroi^ly eiidtnni^ by Lptd to. 
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New Reforms Roles 



Ike smversal hostility which the Lee Becommendations received at 
the haide of the Indian public prempted the Govt, to devise and fiame 
lules for the security of Seivice-mcn almost behiid the people’s back 
aid within closed doors. Orly in March last drastic steps wore taken 
by the Goveiiinexjt of Jrdiato meet the coining deadlock over their Pinarce 
Bill by a sudden alteration of lulcs of pioocdure (see p, 209 ). Explicit 
asbUiarcch were given ly Sir Alexaider Muddiman in the Aescmhly in 
May Ute jOift) that ro action will be taken on any part of the rcocmmei.da* 
tier s of the Con mission until the Assembly shall have discusced them 
in September, Eut secretly the Goveiiment of Iidia proceeded to 
fiame statutory rules on a matter which expressly or impliedly 
came within the ternrs of rcfcier.co to the Lee Commission and which 
should be dealt with only as part and parcel of the whole plan of 
action contemplated on their report. 


It is rot known as to when the secoi d part of the following rules were 
made by the Secretary of State in Cciucil, but it was notified that they 
were to ceme into operation ficxn the 21ttJ«ie 1924. Ihcro enn bo 
ro doubt that the Secretary of State in Ccurcib at the instar.co of the 
(H*verimciit of India, proposed to take action on malters conneekd 
with the control of the Services, paiticiilarly the scope, exter.t ard 
nethed of the ruhts of appeal of the n.cmbeis of the severnl sci vices 
by lew rules uider section SC-B, when ho cxpifsKly uidcitook that 
nil the questiers eciicctcd with sych coi-tiol will be cValt with ly him 
alter they have been discussed in the Assembly. 

Buies 1 to 15 were framed ard have been in force fioni the 22id 
Iiccfmlcr 1920 aid were in fact iiclvded in the rratorinl appoidcd to 
the <,iirstior 4 iaiio of the Leo .Ccn mission. Enlcslfi to 29 mo i.ew and 
raii>o ii.to opciaticn frem the 21 bt rvic last ’Jhey ohibit the racial 
aid political difTeTcntiatioiis that are poipclialcd in these Buies in the 
name of devolution ar d Provincial autci emy. These Rules have, as is 
welhkiowr, been preceded by what aie krown as FniclHincntal Buies 
wider Section 96'B which, in effect, take the place of the old Civil 
?k>rvice Bogulations. 

There is a diflferonce between the privileged and guaranteed 
lK)sition of the British recruited services in comparison to the precarious 
and humble position of the Indian and piovincial recruited services 
doing exactly the same work. Kulo 10 says “a Local Goveiiunonfc 

may, for good and sufficioiit reasons, (1) ccusiiro, (2) reduce to a lower 
I>ost, (3) withhold promotion from, or (4) suspend from his oflico, any 
officer of an Alblndia Service”, whereas Rule 13 says that the ‘Local 

Govommont may, in respect of an offioor of the Provincial or 

Sid)ordinate Service, (l) censure, (2) reduce to a lower post, (3} 
withhold promotion from, (4l suspend and also (6 and G) remove and 
dismiss any of them. The humiliating position of a provincial officer 
cmnparcd to an All-India officer not liable to removal or dismiss^ 
by the Government cannot bo brought out more clearly. 

The new provisions in regard to appeals which are comprehondod 
Rules 16 to 29 suggest the initial reflection as to why they were 

fiwmed till June last an^ weic under which appeals from 

$8 
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tbe f^ndoet were till iiow dealt witk CUuae 1 ol Seetion 96-B of the 
Gfovemmeiit of India Aot has Already provided extra special protcc- 
tlon for the British teohilted officials or other officials appointed]^ the 
Secretary of State in Council against all orders of any kind whatso* 
ever by which he may ‘think himself wronged’ ; but no such protection 
exists in regard to provincial, subordinate and other services. I^o 
Provincial l^rvices are to have no right of appeal beyond the Cbvernor 
Cenetal ; the AH-India services have an appeal to the Secretary of State. 

New Rules under die Reforms Act 

Tiie G*zelt« of India says 

Tho following Rtttot mndo by tho Socrtlary of Stato in Council Under tub* 
aacion [2] of Sociion 96 B, ol tho Government of India Act are pubiithed for 
ganaral informniion. Rulet XVI to XXlX and the entry 14 the Schadulat cf 
Provincial Sarvicet rattling to Burma have ^ffact from ihn 21tt Jnno 1924. The 
remaining Rules have bean in operation with affect from versing dales since the 
22od December 1920. 

GiaBsiHcfltion of officers under Administrative control of Local Goventments. 

1.— Officers under the administrative control of local Governments, olher than 
officers employed on the udminlstratiou of Central subiecls and ap{K>imed by Mte 
Bccretary of Btate or the Government of India, shall be c'assihed in the following' 
divisions, namely 

(I) the AlMndia Bcrvice^, (2) the r.ovincial Services, (3) the Bubordiiuite 
Bervices, (4) Officers holding special posts. 

Detinirion of AlMmlia A other Services. 

Xl.—Thc All-India Services shall consist of 

(a) all officers serving un<icr Local Government who arc members of any of the 
following serviosB 

(1) the Indian Givil Service, (2) the Indian Police Service, (3) the Indian 
Forest ServiC", (4) the Indian Educational Service, (5) the Indian Agricnltural 
Bijrvice, (tt) the Indian Service , of Engineers, (7) the Indian Veterinary StMvlc*, 
^3) the Indian Forest Engineering Service, O'O officers of the Indian Medical S:rvi(“ 
ill civil employ, and any other scr vie js declaimed by the Secretary of State in Couii»!.i 
to be an All India Service ; 

(b) railitnry officers and other officers holding posts borne on the provincial e. id res 
of the above services. 

III. — Cl) The Provincial Services shall consist of the services show a in t!i* 
schedule to thi's;' rules, and any other service declared by the Local Govcnini oj* 

be a provincial service. 

(2) Tin; services shown in the schcilulc shall include all appointmvnts pivsrro 
included in tluse scrvicjs, and any appoiutmnus which a lioc.i! Goveriini''ii’- miy 
add theixtto : 

Provided that if any service not includwl in the schedu’c to thrs* Hu es 

declared to Iw a provincial service, or if any appointment of a kind uoi ai pivs-nt. 

included in a provincial service is adde<l thereto, such declaration or snldiTiou d;;i ! 

be without prejudice to the rights and prosjiects of members of provincia’ s 'l vic ^ 

nfieotnd wlio were niipoiiited before these Kales were maile. 

IV. — -The subprclinate services shall consist of all minor administrative, e.^c^cutiv* 
and ministerial posts to which appointment are made by the Local Govrrn»«*n> 

by an authority suboiiUnatc to the Local Governmeat, 

V. —Bpecial -posts shall include all posts of a speoial or techaical charac?(M, no’ 
iucludeti in an All-India or provincial service, to which appointmsnts 

the Local Government or by any otlier authority on behalf of the Local 0 
ment and which are declared by the Local Government to be special poatw 

Appointment, Promotion, Transfers, eta 

VI. — All first appointments to an All-India Service, other tlian appoimni^i^ 
made by piomotion to such service of offlcirs belonging to some other servic ; 0 . 
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' ittttibsta <£ the Ur appointed to postii ordiaari y hcM by the memberB of the ladlau 
OSvil tSoreiec, )»hall be made by the Beoretary ot State in Cooncil. 

VII.— 'Save aa provided in the Bales or Oidem reguating the recruitnvmt of tU 
iUl-lndia Her vices, no person may beapiK>mted without the pievi«tt4 sanction of the 
Hcoretairy of State in Council to any post borne on the provincial oadro of such 
f^vioe except a person who is either a member of such service or is already holding 
a p^ borne on the oadmof such service: 

Provided that the liOcal Government may ap^Himt a membor of the tuihnii Civil 
S-rvice to the fiost of Inspector-General of Police or to the post of DiK'C'or. of 
Agrlcu’tare. 

vni. — The Local Government has authority to piomote officers of an AIMmlia 
Service to any post borne on the provincial cadre of sneh service. 

Provided that the prior approval of the Govcrnor-Ueneral in Council is retjuiml to- - 

(1) the appointments of officers with loss than 25 or 18 years' service jvspeo- 
tivoly to the posts of Chief ami Huperintendiog ICugiiieers in the p ovmot' <>| 
Asieim and 

(2) appoint mentB except iu the praviiiceof Minlras and Ho n hay to the |)ostsof - 

(s') Chief Conservator of Kon^sts, ami (h) Conservutiiib of Forebts. 

IX. — The power to transfer officjrs of an All- India Seivic*^ fiom any one post ti» 
any other post bo.u^ on the cmlre ot suci horvice, oi fio;n any one part of tho 
province to any other iiarl, is vostoil in the Local Government, but may he dele- 
j:ate<l by the Loca’ Governm^mt, subp'Ot to such eonditiouH im it may piehcrdic t«i 
any authority snbordtiiate to it, or in the cise of officers hoMing judicial |)odSy to 
a High Court or a Chief Court or the Court of a jinlieia' Comini bHioiwr. 

X. — A Local (ioveniment may for gootl amt hufficient reahons— 

(I) censure, (2) reduce to a lower pod, <.1) withhoM ptomoMon fiom, or(4) MUK|iend 
from his office any officer of an All-India Service : 

I’rovifled tlist no Innul of a departimm* appoint'd with the approval of ih * Gov- 
eiuoi -General in (Vmued hhall be re<Ui<*ed lo any lower |>od without the aui'inon of 
the Governor-General iu Couneil, 

XL— A military officer may not U revcrte»l from hm oivi' employ m<'»‘ c sc'p*. 
under |lhe orders of the Governor-Gene n' in Council, 

H|)ecial Contract h 

Xll— The wimdion of the Secivtary of State in Council is renuiretl to any t emit 
m a Bjiecial contract, by which any right, pnvi’eg* or eoriccssioii not iidmishib * 
under these llulcs is secimHl to an officer. 

Authority of Locok Govarnment over officers of Provmciil and Subordinate $ennce\ 
end officers holding Speaal Appointment. 

XIII, — Without prejudice to the provisions of any ’aw fo the tim»* b'lii'j; iii 
len-e, the local Government may for goo I and suffinent leasMii** 

(!) censure, (2) wilhliold promotion fiom, (») reiluc' to a 'o.ver pod, (I) Mi^pmd 
tfi) remove or, (6) dismiss any officer ho'ding a pod in a [)i'o\»neii’ or sulendma'e 
siv.ee OP a special appointment. 

XIV, — Without pn^judioc to the provibioiLs of Iln* IMih le Seivaiits' Iii|tii>ies 
V’t, 1850, mall cases m which the disminMi’, removal oi ledii’iion »»f ariv offi'nv 
" o'dertsl, the onler shall, except wlvu it is luseil on ii'M'tor e me umnn., I'si ihhdi 
»d at a jttlicial tria’, or who. i the officer cone'MiuMl has abse(»nd«*d wjfli the arenna 
'<ou hanging over him, be preceile«1 by a piopn y rrorded d*'nir! mental eu juiry. 

A’ KiMih an enquiry a ilefinite charge iu writing shall be hauied m lesp'et o each 
offence and explained to the accused, the eMdenee m mppo i o' n an I aiiv ev’demi** 
Ahieh he may atlduco in hi.^ defence hha'i be riC(id«*d in . .s p^enme** yid his 
defence shall be taWn down in writing. Kieh of t1i«- ehaige^ fiionod t*ul» !»*• 
di'touwd and finding sba’l be recorded on each rharg**. . 

XV, — A local Government may ileVgati* to any subordinate authority, hubjw^ 
b> iutth conditions if any, as it may prehcnbe, any of the powers eoideirid by 

XlII^ in regard to offieers of the huboolinate s^rvle s : i i u i 

Provided that every such officer on w’hora any puiii'»hrne»u in »ii lie'ed hhall 
entitlerl to prefer at least one appeal agaiiiM mch o/dwr to sueli autleirity as tli^ 
•oeal Government may prescribe. 

Appeal 

XVI — Every officer »g»iniit whom an «r<ler may )« uii(1*t i ule. X, 
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Xlll, «B(I XVy and wbo thinka wronged thettby abaU fae entitled to pi«fer 

nt ifaet co^ tppMl agatnit eneh iader« 

XVll.—ETcry officer belng^ « member of an All-India Bmloe against whom an 
onltr may be passed under Bale X and who thirtka bimaelf wron^ thereby may 
apixal io the OoveiBor-Oeneral in Connofl against anch order, and if his appcai 
rciatf s to an order inch as is referred to in enb-heads (2), (8) and (4) of that 
and is iriected by the Governor-General* in Council, be may appeal to the Secretary of 
State in t'ovneil. 

• Xyni»— Every officer being a member of a provincial aervioe, or holding a 
special post as dehned in Bale V, against whom an order may be passed nndor 
Bn'.e XIll and who thinks himself wronged thereby may appeal to the Goremur ; 

I'rjDvided that any officer to whom this inle applies, and who was appointed 
by the Secretary of State in Connoii before the commenoement of the Governimut 
ot India Act, IPIP, may appeal against any order passed on appeal by the Governor 
under this role to the Governor-General in Connoii and ther^er to the Secreiaiy 
of State in Council if his salary is not less than Ba. 800 a month : 

Trovided further that a further appeal under this inle shall lie to the Goveriioi- 
General fiom any Deputy Collector to whom,* in virtue of section 4 of the Kepeahng 
anil Amending Act, 1014, the provisions of section 25 of Bengal Begulation IX oi 
1838 apply. 

XIX. — Every officer being a member of a subordinate service, against whom an 
order may be passeil under Buie Xlll by the local Government, or under Rule XV 
by lire tubordinatc authority to whom the powers conferred under Buie XI U haw 
lieen de.r gated and w'ho thinks himself wronged thereby, shall have the right t>i‘ 
appeal to such authority as the local Government may by rule prescribe. 

XX. -— No appeal shall lie against— 

(a) the discharge of a person appointc'd by an authority in India on probation, 
if his disci urge in ordered before the termination of his probation. 

(b) the (iiim ^saJ or removal of a person appointed by an authority in India to 
hold a (empoiaiy a|d»<^»intinciifc. 

XXI. — Kveiy Goveii^mout servant desiring to prefer an appeal bltall do i>o 
separately. 

XX > I.- F wry rppeal preferred under these rules shall contain all inairria! 
slauments nnd argioucnts relied on by the officer prefen’ing the appeal, amlshuii 
cold an no lUnttp'otfuI or improper language and shall be complete in itself. Ev*«v 
Hu'.li .ni p -fd a : I c fvil milled through the head of the office to which the oflh- v 
b .ongti or bhogd and if an appeal lies to the Governor General in Couiiiii m 
it;e hr(Mr,ai\ «i Mato in ( ouncil, through the !o al Government. 

XXin "“Iaciv appeal to the Govcrnor-Geiieial in Council, or the yeevetarv of 
Siat<* in i ot rei', wlilcli is not withheld undtr these lules sball be forwanlid 
the local (^l)^tJ^.lUcn1 to the GovtTnor-Gcncral in Council with an cxpics^sior 
opin on ; an.) ivcry aj pcal to the li?ecretary of State in Council, ^Yl^:l:ll if* 
siinHuiiy v. iiliijcil, sliad be traTismittCil by the Governor-General in Council with 
cxpi/ss . : (;!' h s opiisioii at.d the opinion of the local Govenwnent, 

p.O'. Cult appea s Io the Secretary of State in Council presentcil ihrongli i1i-. 
Govmiincn of Mad;a , Bombay or Bengal which are not withheld under tbiM* lu w, 
sluill be lorwardcii dinct io the Secretary of State in Council by the locaUbjuiimHia 
mi lts th-; appea io a whic!} has previously been under the com; Id; lui: -!: 

of i’ivi Gn\cr or Gon nil in Council, in wh'ch case it shall be forwarded in die 
iubtijic.' :o I’le Governor-General in ('ouncil. 

XXTV, — Every apiK-al shall be preferred within six months after tlie duto 
wbivl. Die olfic,*r preferring the appeal was informed of the orders against wli.*.- 
Jie ap[>ca:8 : 

I'jovided that tluj local Government or the subordinate authority, or Die Gnveru- 
nieiV- of Imlia may in their discretion for good cause shown extend the |>eiiO!l 
12 month,*:. 

XXV.— -An ftpi>oa‘ may bo withheld— 

U) wbich js an rpp a! in a case in which under these rules no appeal lk>. •” 

C’i whioli do ’s noi comply with the provisions of llule XXII.^ 

wldeh V.dc'S not comply with the piovisions of Bulc XXTV, ,, , , 

(4) whie’u is a fuilha* appeal presented after a decision has been given by the aii'*;' fV 
nuDiorjiy pivroi'lh^l in tbm rules, and no new facts or circumstances arc adduced wi: *- 
Afford grounds fo.- a cdiisidenition of the case 



THE REFORMS ENQUIRY COMMCTTEE 541 

Provideit that in every case in \vhicli an appeal is vvitiiheUi, the officer preferring 
the appeal shall be informcil of the fact and the reasons for it : 

Providcil further that subject to tVie conditions stated in Rules XXII and XXIV, 
mn appeal to the Secretary of State in Council by an officer appointeil by him shall not 
1 ^ withheld when the appeal involves a question of the inter pi-etatioii of an officer's 

engagement. 

XXVI— No appeal lies against the withholding of an appeal by a competent 
authority : 

Provideil that an appeal withheld for failure to comply with the conditions hiatr«i 
in Rule XXII shall not be withheld if il is re-smbmitteil in a form which eomp'.ies with 
that rule. 

XXVII.-- A list of appeals withheU I under Rule XXV, with the reasons for withholding 
them, shall be forwarded quarterly to the (lovernment of India, in the case of appeals 
to the Government of India or fciecretary of State withheld by a hK^al Ooverninent, atul, in 
the case of appeals to the Secretavy of State withheld by the Government of India, to tie 
Secretary of State for India. 

XXVIII.— The Socictary of State may cull for any appeal wiihheltl hy the local 
Ooverninent or the Government of I ml la whicli under the rules may Iw uuitle to him and 
may pass such orders as he conshlers lit: the Governor-Generiil in Council may send for 
ail a)>peal withheld by the local Government which uiuler the lules may he made to him, 
and may pass such ordcra as he considiM's lit. 

XXIX. — Notwithstamling anything contained in the foregoing rules any officer 
who immediately before the coming into operation of these rules had a right of ai>peal 
against a particular order passed hy a local Government to the Governor-General in 
Council and thereafter to the Set*Tctary of State in Council ami who had api^aied against 
that order to the Govci-nor-General in Council before these rules came into 0|H‘ratioii may 
appeal against that order to the Oovcrnor-Qenera) in Council and thereafter to the 
Secretaiy of State in Council. 


The Reforms Enquiry Committee 

The Lee Eecommeudations, the new Rules under the Reforms Act» 
and the appointment of the new Taxation Committee to find ways & means 
to raise money which is now far too fchoit to meet the demands of 
the Service-men, all came in quick succession in rcmarkahle contrast to 
the Reforms Enquiry Committee which was promised to ho instituted 
hy the Secretary of State and the Government of India in February last. 
At first a great secrecy was maintained about this Committee— the 
personnel and terms of reference of which wore not made public, and 
questions in Parliament in May last showed that oven the Sccrelary of 
State was kept in the dark about the matter. At last on May 16tb 
a Government of India Communiiiue was issued which said : — 

“As some doubt appears to prevail regarding the ]>rcriBC scope of 
the enquiry into the working of the Government of India Act which 
has been initiated by the Governmeut of India in pursuance of tbo 
statement made by Sir Malcolm Hailey in the l.egislative Assembly on 
the 8th and 18th February 1924, it is announced that the terms of 
reference to local Governments which wore addressed in the fii-st instance 
>ftay l>e summarised as follows : — 

L To enquire into the difficulties arisujg from or defects inherent 
in the working of the Government of India Act and the Rules thereunder. 

To investigate the feasibility and desirability of securing remedies 
lor such difficulties or defects consistently with the structure, policy and 
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purpose of the Act (e) hy action taken under the Act and the Rules, or 
(b) by such amendments of the Act as appear necessary, to rectify any 
administrative imperfections. 

The Committee appointed by His Exoellem^ the Viceroy have been 
instructed at the present stage to conduct enquiries into these matters 
in so far as the Government of India and the Indian Legislature are 
concerned and to direct their attention in the first instance to the 
legal and constitutional potentialities of the situation as distinguished 
from the question of policy and expenditure. They have submitted a 
report bn the latter aspect of the case which is now under the consi- 
deration of the Government of India.*’ 

The report mentioned in the last part of the communique was con- 
sidered by the Yiceioy’s Executive Counci], but as yet there was no 
indication of associating non-official Indians in the Enquiry. The Premiers 
York speech, the favourable reception of the Sastri-Besant Deputation 
to the ^cretary of State and the latter* s favourable reply, and Mr. Roberts’ 
reply in the debate on India in the Commons, all showed that the labour 
Party was in earnest in making a further advance in Constitutional progress 
in India. The difficulties of the Labour Party in England were great, 
and they feared lest any bold move on their part would be followed )>y 
a “White Revolt** in India, imperilling their own all too-precarious pasition 
in England. Hence the extremely cautious move on their part. But in 
face of the determined attitude of the l^abour Party and the Indian members 
of the Assembly, the Government of India appointed a larger comniitteo 
in June consisting of 3 officials namely : Sir Alex. Muddiman, Sir Muhd. 
Shafi and Sir H. Monoreiif-Smith, and 6 norrotiicials of whom one, Sii* 
Arthur Froom, w^as to represent the hluropeaii Commerce, and live 
Indians, namely, the Maharaja of Burdwan, Sir Sivaswamy Iyer, Mr. 
Jinnah, Dr. Parujpye and Sir Tcj Bahadur Sapru. Mr. Motilal X(?lu’u 
was offered a seat, but he declined on the ground that the committee had 
no power to enquire into the defects of the Act itself, as distinguish 
from its working. 

After having put off the institution of this Committee on one 
plea or another, i. e. from March to June, it was announced l»y tho 
middle of June that tho Committee will begin work from the 4th 
August ! Questions on this delay have been many times asked in 
Parliament in England without eliciting any favourable reply. 
evidences before this Committee, ^vhich created a big sensation .w one 
after another of the ex-Ministers divulged tho secrets of operation oi 
the Diarchic Govt., will be incorporated in the next issue of this 
QUARTERLY. 
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The Legislative Assembly 

MAY-- JUNE SSSSION 19H 

The special session of the Legislative Assembly called to consider 
the Steel Industry Protection Bill commenced on May 27th. at the Council 
House, Simla with a fairly crowded House. One feature of the session was 
that the Assembly met with a new Acting President in Sir Chimanlal 
Setalvad (in the absence on leave of Sir Frederick Whyte) and a new 
Leader of the House in Sir Alexander Muddiman. Prominent members 
on the non-official side were all present, with a few exceptions. Quit<' 
a large number of new members were sworn in including Sir Alexander 
Muddiman, Sir B. N. Mittra, the Acting Industries Member, and Mr. Bhoro, 
the Education Secretaryi Exactly at 11 A. M. Sir Chimanlal Setalvad entered the 
Chamber wearing the wig and the black robe. He took the oath of 
office and was followed by Sir Alexander Muddiman and Sir B. N. Mittm 
lioth of whom were applauded as they rose to swear. Several other 
rocthbers, mainly official, then took the oath of allegiance. The session 
was anticipated to last for 6 days, but a slight difference of opinion 
amongst some of the leading Swarajists took a day more to compose, 
and the secret marceuvres of the Goveniment in the matter of tbe 
Kefoims EiK^uiry Committee led Sir Sivaswamy Iyer to press the L»'e 
Recommendations to the fore and a discussion of this matter took another 
clay. 

The Assembly sat on the following dates during this short "session 
and discussed questions as follows:— 

87th May — Assembly opened for the May session — Sir Alex. Muddinum 
made an important statement on the Lee Report. 

Sir Charles Innes introduced the Tariff Bill. 

80th May— Another statement by the Home Member on tha Lee Ee^'om 
mendations was made in reply to searching questions. 

Select Committee Repoii: on the Tariff Bill presented. 

2nd June— Discussion on the Tariff Bill. 

4th June — Discussion on the Tariff Bill continued. Important statements oi» 
the Reforms Committee and the Lee Report made by 
in reply to questions. 

Pt. Motilal I Nehru 8 Amendment proposed and accepted. 

Bth June — Discussion on clauses of the Tariff Bill which was hnallv 
passed with Mr. Nehru’s Amendment. 

Further statement by Govt, on the Lee Report. 

Sth June — Debate on the Lee Report. Sir Sivasw^amy lyers re.soluti<>ii 
for postponement of giving effect to the recommendations carrier!— 
Pt. Malaviya's amendment to shelve the report defeated. 

11th June — Assembly dissolved after declaring that the Council of Stut ' 
had passed the Tariff Bill. 

A detailed summary of the proceedings is given in the followup: 
rages. Onthe 27th. Members took their seats after being sworn in. 



ON,' TH£^1Jg;S ''RETORT; ,■ ■ /■. -■■- 

Tributes to Sit Ashiitoili Mukheiit* 

Dr. GOUR then rose and leelinaiy referred to the death of Mr. S, 
C. Bose and ol Mian Asiaduhah, membets of the Assembly^ and abo 
to the dea^ of Sir AalMoah Mukber|i, for tome time member ol the 
old Imperial Conned, aM the President to convey the aense 

o( loss frit by the Honse to the families ol the deceased. 

Dr. Gonr also took the opportnnity of congratulating Sir Chimanlal 
Setalvad* Sir Alexander Muddiman and Sir B. N. Mitra on their wril- 
deserved Appointments. Mr. .Shamlal Nehru wrioomed the appointment 
of ^r A'eaoinder Muddiman because Sir Alexander had said at a bat quet 
in Dettri that he was all lor peace. He hoped that Sir Alexander 
would give them peace, but if there was to be war, the new Home 
Member would find the Swarajists in the thick ol the fight. 

Sii ^vaswami Iyer and Mr. B. C. Pal also joised in the tribute 
to 9r Ashntosh*8 services. 

Sir ALEXANDER MUDDIMAN associated the Government with the 
expressions of regret. He said that he heard the news ol Sir Aahutosh’s 
death with a great rhrck and regret. He had known Sir Aahutoah lor 
n^any years aa the most industrious man he had ever come across. 
Ht particularly appreciated Mr. Shamlal Nehru's rematks, and said : **1 
asrure him that my habits arc exceedingly peaceful (laughter) and I 
hope we ahall not be led to war. but if war comes, it will be con- 
ducted on the basis piescribed by the League of Nations (laughter). 
There will be no gas (renewed laughter).** He congratulated the Presi* 
dent on his appointment. 

Sir CHIMANLAL SETALVAD said that in Sir Ash utosh the country 
fad lost a great lawyir, a great educationist and a great patriot. 
He thanked the members lor the kindly reference to himself and 
assured them that be would do bis best to mantain the privileg.s^ 
the dignity, and above all, the independence of the House. He would 
cenduct the proceedings of the House according to bis best light, but 
the House must remember that humaii beings are not infallible* not 
even the President of the Assembly (laughter). 

Release of Mr. Haziat Mobani. 

At question time, replying to Syed Murtuza Sabsb, Sir Alexander 
Muddiman said that the Government had decided not to accept the 
resoitttion of the Assembly about the release of Mr. Mazrat Mobani, in 
view of the remissioot; ^enrdered by the Bombay Government and the 
reduction in the sentence ordered by the High Court, Bombay. When 
pressed by Mr. Patel and Mr. Jinnsh as to why effect bad not been 
given 'to the resolution, the Home Member said that the Government 
of India thought that the case had been already met by the Bombay 
GovemmePt. 

Government of India and the Lee Report* 

Sir ALEXANDER MUDDIMAN then made the following statement 
about the Potfiic Services Commission*s Report and the Governments 
ic ten tipna regarding ft; ••The Report of the Royal Commission on 
the Superior Seivices in India is now in the bands of the Hon. 
Members, me^ they have had an opportonity of perusing it, they 
will BO dlMbt obietve that the recommendatloos of the Commission 
are n^aininMi ia all the main polnte. A wide fidd b cavered. 

Indiaobation of the*^ Setvicet. the eotablbtoMt ol a 
PuMle S e w aiy and the control by SUoictera of the Sotviooa. 

^hlch, recomnionda, diould be recraited »rovindally In ^e 

ibtoici. .iwVwo cemody of the grievancea of the Servicco* I ■hnald 



taemoLt (wila 

polat out to tile • Hooee Hiok tho Beport is Ol ea ofgeot clmiacter 
Uuil its msia laseommeate^ooi one iiiles-depeii 4 eot, tM %hn this 
ioter-^ffieiideiioe was tlM taiiis ol its ooailUoitf* 

**Xbe Assentiy slready beea aesored that tbe Gwremment 
pmioss to 0SW wm opportooity to ttie iloo« Meittberi lor acpresttog 
tbeir views, Bot the House wHI, oo doobt^ oadentisiKt that neither 
the Goverameat nor the Secretary ol SWe can •asptend the consuiera* 
tioA of the Report, la the meanwhile, however, if. after the Hon, 
liembem have an oppoitnoity of examining the Report, there is any 
otrong feeling in the Honae in favor of a diietsssion danag the current 
eemlcdir the Government will be glad to give an opportonity ior this, 
and will consider what arrangements could be made, aithoiigb, of course, 
it will not be possible for them to express their d^nite views at such 
short notice. Hoa Members will undefstaad that the Pioviacial Gov- 
ernments are vitally interested in many ol the lecommendatiuns, and 
their views mnst be obtained, while me Government are anxious to 
obtain the general views ol ^e Assembly at the earliest possible date. 
It may be necessary |or the Secretary ol State to take decisions on 
matters ol oigency, and in this connection 1 must refer the House to 
what my predecessor raid in July. 1913. and again, in March 19^4. 1 
will quote what he said last July; *We cannot here, either as an 
Assembly, or as the Government ol India, limit the constitutional aid 
statutory powers of the Secretary ol State in this respect, and if 
ibere are matters pressed upon him by the Royal Commission which 
require immediate orders, then it will be necessary to recognise bis 
power to take a decision in advance of any discussion by the Assembly. 
For the rest, we thaU be quite prepared to allow the Assembly an 
opportunity ol discussing tbe main recommendations of the Royal Com- 
mission. We shall meet any views it may advance m discussion in the 
usual way, and shall forward its recommendations to the Secretary of State. 

1 take this opportunity of announcing that tbe Secretary oi State and tbe 
Govt, ol India are of the opinion that whatever measures of relief recom- 
mended by the Commission may be finally sanctioned, they should have 
efiect, as recommended by the Commission, from the first April, 1924*'* 

Mr. KAMACHAHDRA KAO said that the Govt, should not force the 
House to discuss the Report during the present session at »och short notice, 
but B^ked that tbe House should be made aware of matters of urgency lo 
respect of which the Secretary of State might not like to wait till tbe d s- 
cnss'on by the Assembly in September, so that the House might discuss 
such urgent irsues during tbe current session. 

The Home Member said that he never intended to force the House to 
discuss the Report, but bad only said that, if tbe House was anxious lor 
an early opportunity, it might be given an occasion during the current 
session to discuss tbe issues involved In tbe recommendations. 

Dr. GOUR wanted an assurpnee that the wi^ oi the House would be 
conveyed to the Seeretgiy oi State that ho action would be taken before 
the hmesMy had discussed the Report, Mr. JUmah and Mr. Patel wanted 
the same assurance At no reply was given from the tiovernment Benciies. 
some membeie shotted : **Have the Government no answer to give ?'* 

The PRESIDENT anted whether the Government undertook to convey 
sneh a fnellng 

sir MUDDIMAN exiiteiwl tc«ltaw« to centvey 

liKpW H W iS Iqr itimlB mmatua (Volc«i : 'Mo; by ^eyrtKtle Honw*). f be Hc^e 
Mwnbwf w l W W * tto oowtot udk m uiliori fmpoiltiOB. sold tbat >f <>>« 
m w rtHW m S wW , they oooMI wivo a twblntlm to that efbcl. . 

Dt; fumMim tatabte aocka naoiotb*, Md 

tbat tbe Hwwi UieW woold bte tt’get a dajrillotted. Mt. fs'** 



;Mwb*r,.;wiwM ' Cewy^ f •dliat:«i . 

of- «an>«ffidal mesilMn (Shooter *AtL it«i< 

.iiMwi’todk'.. to tend the eomaii^cktioa u rf^ 
hwilft body non-oBcM meabere. 


' cflB^emtioii of the Thritf BUI. 

Be etigiM^ bfo rodg «dd ccmpr^eodive tpeedi hf payinr • tribote 
to tho fifirk ot Bid Btwfd oifahiat eritlci«i» abpat dday. Hie Board, 
is %dtiW t(4^ 8^ tb^ qiietUbii of the iteel indiistryi wiu 

fabod #ttt ab iavest^atiion Into the most difficalt and comiMleated 
qneetidp ite would ever have to deal With. Periobal^, be 

cpnslAbt^ ^at eight months were by no means too long a period for a 
lepott jitrld^ coveted sO wide a range* Indeed, he fnew that but for the 
extremtdy 'bard work, the Board conld not have finished the report 
wHhlis wt period. He added that opinions mght differ as *to the 
sourdbeMl or otherwise of the Board *8 conclusicms, but every one must 
acknowlectte the great ability, care and impartiaiity which the Board 
broughi ip bear in the most intricate task* One difiicuity with 
which the Board was faced was that the steel industry is at present 
repiesenttd by a singte firm, namely, the Tata Iron and Steel Company* 
That Comj^y is passing through a transitional stage, when labor is being 
trained and the niaximum production has not yet been attained. Quality 
has still to be combined with quantity. Unfortunately, this condition 
has been reached at a time when world conditions were most dif!icult» and 
there was fierce competition owing to the contraction of the steel market. 
It was ohly natural that there should be a general desire to see the 
Cmpatiy piss through the transition to assured prosperity. On the other 
hand, it must be realised that protection imposed a burden on the country, 
and that it, created vested interests who later opposed taking it off. 
Protection adequate, but not higher than the end in view. 

That establisbinent of the steel industry, a healthy steelindustry, 

but the Cotppany most co-operate. The Tariff Board could not accept 
the fighmt given by the. Company, and found that capital expenditure 
had bti^ii ihfiated and had to be reduced by four crores. Their object 
was to : ehaiire that the general tax-payer should not pay lor the mistakes 
SLd mi^ortunes of Mesm. Tatas, and their proposals, drastic though they 
were, di4 lfot place the Com^^^ On the contrary, they enjoined 

cn the Ocibpahy the Legislature was calM upon to 

stk the % to bear a biirden of a crore and a half annually, 

it wag up Company to cooperate with the Legislature. 

Contibuing^^^rCliarfos In^ need much argument 

to afofo Protection at present. On the one 

^nd, must e)apie before the cost of prodneing eteei can he 

broughti^rwn^^j^^^ level; on the other hand* the 

powfdrful st^^ firms of England, Scotland and the Gontinmit 

V® ^ery existence in a contracted market. Unleps^ 

tbereic^^^^^^^;;^ Messrs* Tatas would be squeeted oat 

Jhe from ^ view that the eoat had 

hsen mlfiejC,^^ level by the, failure v of technical managemant 

JamMif ^ oohetusion that duilag the 

ic^affufacture Steel in Jndia.except at eo aetuigl 
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Tbe next imTOrtant questioiis wen the extent, form and period of 
Pirotec^qfi. Tbe Board Lad not oiil3r to consider the ease of the steel ia. 
dnstry, hot of many other subsidiary industries, and 'reoommended Protectiou 
for them as well. Moreover, the question of macbiDery wQold aho have 
to be taken dp soon. It might be taken as certaia that onds the stone 
of Protection was thrown into the pond, more ripfdes Wou'd be started. 
That, it was possible not to foresee^. In determining the amount of Protection 
tbe Board kept a reasonable criterion before them of making up the gap 
between tbe selling price in India and tbe {arice of imported steel. After 
showing the various increases recommended in the duties, the Cotumerce 
Member said that if they were converted to *ad valore' duties on the pre ent 
tariff valuation, they ranged between fifteen to twenty-eight per cent., and 
he well remembered the hesitation with which the Government went up 
to ten per cent, in 1422. The increases proposed were in no case le&s 
than 50 per cent., in some case hoo p^r cent., in others 150 and in one 
case nearly 200 per cent. Looking to other countries, particularly 
Australia, Sir Charles opined that the Tariff Board had gone as high 
a» it could, considering the interests of consumers. 

Specific and *ad Valorem* Duties 

He next defended the adoption of spbcipic duties in preference to 
AD VALOKBM dutles. The latter had a serious defect when prices were 
fiuctuatiug. They are the highest when prices are high and Protec- 
tion least needed, and lowest when prices are low and Protection 
most needed. The Fiscal Comrois^on lavo'ed the grant of a bounty 
to basic industries, and the Associated Chambers of Commerce and 
tbe Bengal Chamber had also urged the grant of a bounty in the 
case of the steel indus ry. The Government had tried to bridge the 
gap between the Indian and import prices. On an average, tbs 
difference was likely to be, ior tbe next three years, Rs. 35 d 
ton. The production of steel calculated is 230,000 tons this year, 
335.000 tons next year, and 100,000 tons the year after. The bounty 
required would thus be Rs. 87I lakhs, 117 and I40 lakhs in the 
first, second and third year. It bad been urged that such a bounty 
would restrict the burden to thu minimum possible, and that after 
three years, the bounty could be taken off. Firstly, he did not know 
where Sir Basils Blackett would find that money frem ; seconoly, ihc 
suggestion that the bounty could be taken off after three yearri 
betrayed a fundamental misconception about the end in view. 
object was not only to protect tbe industry but also to attract 
capital, so that internal competition may be devdoped behind tarifi 
walls. He was at one time uttracted by tbe idea of combining tariff 
duties and bounties, and luid tfie matter examined in his office, with 
the exception of fabricated steel, ph which a bounty is impossible. 
His office proceeded on the assumption that the duties be raised to 
fifteen per cent, and ;ffie balance of Protectioo be found by bounties. 
This was found lb be impractioable. It was lonnd that it would be 
iound ilnpomit^ to baiahee ffie duties against bounties, for they 
should gat less Customs revenue than they did at present, and apait 
irom the ganefi) burden bn the consumer of 13 per cent, duty, they 
should have .to ffhd additional taxation rishig from 36 lakhs in the 
fst year^ lakhs in the third year. 

Off Jim , Of the period of protection, both the Tanfi 

Boai 4 md m Oove^ said, were in a dilemma; The Govern- 

Tariff Board that, »t present, they could g'vc 
years, and at the end of that period a 
fnffm another 
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BI9 mutt be placed before the LegWature. for, if thU Bill lapsed* 
the Goreminent would get no Customs revenue at all from iron and 
•ted ; but at the same time to attract new cartel to steel worke 
which conld not be attracted by the grant of ProtecUon for merely 
three yeati* the Government had defined its policy in the Preamble 
of the BiA that the policy of the Government and the Legislature If 
to protect the steel industry, even ^ough the precise measures proposed 
for the application of that policy could, for special reasons, be 
goaranteed only for three years. 

Posrers of the Executive. 

Sir Chicles Innes next referred to the unfettered power which the 
Government was assuming to impose ofi->8etting duties to maintain the 
effectiveness of Protection. This proposal was doe to the general 
instability about world condiUous and prices. The proposal, he said* 
was one which had caused the Government more anxiety and perplexity 
than any other. Of course, similar wide powers had been conferred 
on the President of the United States and the Tariff Board of 
Australia. It was an integral part of the Indian Tariff Board's pro- 
posals. It was difficult fo see a satisfactory alternative to it. There 
were administrative difficulties. The power would make tridc nervous 
and keep it in a state of uncertainty when what trade needed above 
all was security* and as little mtetierence from the Government as 
possible. He also foresaw constant pressure on the Government for 
the exercise of this power. He assured the House that the p wer 
would be used with discretion, and ordinarily* after careful investigation 
by the J'ariff Board. 

Burden on the Tax*Payer. 

The Commerce Member then said that the Tariff Hoard's 
calculation, that the effects of their proposal on the consumer would 
be the imposition of a burden of a crore and a half, was near the 
mark, and the calcu^ationa of the Board about the distribution of the 
burden on Railways between revenue and capital expenditure bad also 
been found correct. He pointed out that the Government's proposals 
about wagons bad been couched 10 elastic terms. The teim ** bounty " 
was not quite applicable to the proposal in respect of wagons. Wtiat 
was proposed was to call for tenders and to accept Indian tender, 
even if it was higher than that of foreign manufacturers, to the 
extent to which the bounty was proposed. Thus, no bounty woud be 
actually ^id. but, in, practice, the Indian manufacturer would get an 
advantage. The Railway Board was busy working out the details of 
the scheme. The accusation might be made that the Tariff Board 
had cut their proposals top fine, and that prices had gagged since the 
Board reported. Hatd facts were, however, otherwise. The Tariff 
Board's firic report wai received in February last. Exchange figures 
showed that they had dropped coosiderably since January and slightly 
since Febrasu^. He iAwo quoted that the prices of Belgian steel had 
r'sen during the last three mouths. Thus, conditions since February^ 
had cbaQgiS iff favour of the industry. 

The G^V^nnient, he said, had treated the Tariff Board's scheme 
^ one whole, and he asked the House to accept it as a whole* 

He did wot ^aim that the proposals would enable the Company at 
once to pay large diyidends. but proposed to give a stimulus to eco- 
nonmcal* and . effici’ent management. The Government bad power in reserve* 
and would kosp a careful watch on import prices, but the Govenimeat 
was aoi wllMiM to go ^b^^ the substontive proposals for Protection 
submitted after careful aad prolonged enquiry by an impartial Board* 
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He looped that the H^QSe wonid take the ieme view. The iater<st9 
of the cdi^^umers were ia the hands of the Hoose# and they would be 
iQcuning a heavy respoosibiilty by iiopoaiii|f a greater burden than was 
necessary,' ‘ . 

CbncludiDg, the CciBiDerce Mcinher said that when he nioved the 
resdptloQ of the Goveiniiient last year, he waa cidled in India for his 
speech bn that bciDasion a degenerate Indian civlilan and a callous 
opportunist ; he was hfld up to ^om in the Hpnse of Commons. 
NeveilbelcSs, he itood unrepentent and unsbamed and took full respon- 
sibility for bis share in tfae decision arrived at by the Assembly, and 
was quite satisfied that the attitude of tbe Government was, in all the 
circomstaiicest the right one. As for Proteotion to the steel industry, 
be said, it would be a national calamity if the steel industry collapsed 
(applause), sod hoped that the House would accept the carefnl and 
comprefaentive scheme of the Tarifi Bonjrd. 


The Debate on the Bill. 


When, after lucch^ the Afeembly tesuined discussion on the Tarifi 
Bill, the President, at the outset, dealt with various amendments. He 
made i< clear that to motion could he made except in the nature oi 
the proposed grant, that amendmenta must be within the scope of the 
Bill, and that they must not introduce into the Bill new or foreign 
subjects. He declared that Mr. Cbimanlars amendment for Nationali- 
sation of industries was entirely outside the scope of the Bill because 
it introduced a new subject, namdy. Nationalisation, and also various 
matters relating to the welfare of Labor. The President ruled Mr. 
Patera amendment a^so out of order, because it introduced ap addi- 
tional subsidy. Refeninp to Mr. DutVs amendment. Sir Chimanlal Set- 
alvad pointed out that Nationalisation of Messrs. Tataa was, in efiect, 
taxing Tatas, Turning to Mr. Doralswsmi Iyengar's amendment, tbi- 
President maintained that there was an authority other than the Gov- 
ernment. A proposal of the kind could not be accepted except on the 
recommendation of the Crown. 

Mr. JINNAH suggested that the President need not give a ruliog 
cn the various amendments at this stage, because the whole Bill might 
be referred tc a Select Cc mmittee. 

The President insisted that the ground ahoiild be cleared before 
the Select Committee discussed the BUI. Hla ruliaga were not final 
and he was prepared to hear the argument! in favor of several amend- 
menta. A good deal of diacusalon ensued on the relevancy of the 
amendments and whether the President at that stage could rule 
certain of them out of order. 

Pandit MALAVIYA reiterated that at that stage there could only 
be a general discussion, and it wae bhly after that the question ot 
amendmeuta could qome in. 


Sir SIVASWAMI IYER atao doubted the correctness of the course 
whioh the Piesident adci^p^* bnt, he poin^ bat that the Presidents 
tubng as regards some of d^em would go a jireat way in influencing 
the course of the deUbetatibns in the Meet Coasmittee. 

Mr. JINNAH. wWi the help of die Stanang Orders, pointed out 
that . after Bill be talceh into boi^eratioD, an^ 

' * amendment that the BUI be referred to a 


member 
Select, C 
V Bit 

....... 

increijlMi' 


( JCNWES. iorai^ Abe ndm Emt diti A*mbJy wm not 
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ttttit Be The Hoiise could therefore proceed with the gctieril 

diicitiileii Oft the BUL 

Hr, W. & J. WILSON (representet^ve of the Associated Chambers ol 
Commefce) was the first to speak. He begged the House to forget the 
fact that he eras a shareholder ol the Tata Company. He was there to do 
his duty to his coestitttents. which were fifteen Chambers of Commerce, 
^th the exccptioii of ^ose in Bombay. It was his view that they should 
opt allow this great Natfonal Industry oftheTatas to dose down, or be 
taken over by some loretga Company, but he reiterated his protest 
pgiiiist dm baste with which the Bill had been introduced, aad that 
in a special session; He complained of the insufficient time given 
to the members to study the report. It might be said that the Tatas 
required immediate assistance, and he had no doubt they did, but in 
his view immediate assistance could be giveo a great deal more 
promptly on a bounty basis than it was likely to bs on a Tatiff 
system. There were three means by which assistance could be given ; Tariff. 
Bounty* and Loans. He dismissed the Ust as impossible. He remarked 
that tile last wotdd cause a great upheaval. He preferred the second 
means, namely that of bounty. If it was a protective duty, then he 
feared they could not achieve the object, because in Forts lik^ 
Karachi. Bombay and Tuticoria. or in Biirma, the datv would operate 
harshly. The import price of steel at preseat was 140 rupees. Accord- 
ing to the Tariff proposal, the price in Bombay would be 180. plus 
35 freight, that is, 2x5. Theh. m Karachi, including freight, it would 
be 251. The same was the case with Tuticorio and Burma. If the 
House insisted on protective duties, then they must have a graduated 
scale so as to relieve certain places like those referred to. but that 
was not the suggestion before the House* Moreover, the protective 
duties would penalise the whole steel trade and increase the cost pf 
living, the cost of transport, and the cost of all purchases and of all 
domestic Improvements in Municipal and utilitarian concerns. The country 
would, for this purpose, have to be taxed one and a half crores. Mr. 
Wilson, therefore, proposed the system of bounty, if the bounty sugges- 
tion was accepted, it would be less than one and a half crores. At 
present 140 rupees was the price of steel. The present Tariff duty 
was ten per cent, namely, the cost of one ton of steel was lO , 134. 
The Government proposal was to put up the Tariff, bringing the pnee 
to Rs. z8o. So. the difference was Rs. 26. If they gave Messrs. Tatas 
Hs. 26 per ton. then the amount required from the coffers of the Stale 
was 52.00.000. as against the Government figure of one and a half 
crores. This filly two lakhs could easily be got by reducing military 
expenditure, because the army required a great deal of steel. More- 
over. the bounty system would give a stronger stimulus to the steel 
trade than Protective duties, and therefore, he asked the House to 
accept his suggestion. 

Dr, OOUR demanded that continuity of policy must be explicitly 
embodied in the Bill, and a longer lease of life must be given to it 
and not confined to threP years. 

Mr. JfOSHl. while supporting the motion for reference to the Select 
Committ^ said* that they must develop the steel industry in the 
inteiesu hi the people, but the best method of protecting the indostriee 
^ axiy country Whs to nationalise them. He favour^ the bounty 
^Stem to increase in the import duties. He severely criticisedihemanage- 
meat of the Tatas in regard to labor whose grievances were not even 
^eaxd, ciitfcised the Tariff Board for not paying sufficient 

attention interests of laborers at Jamshedpur. 

Mr. C. 8;JRANG IYER said that Sir Chatles Innes bad found himself 
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'between t^e devit aod the deep sea« I e./ between Free Trade England 
and ProtecHonist India. He recalled how the loreiRn Governfflent bad 
cru&hed Indian industries and dumped India with her goods. He pointed 
cut that England alto bad to protect her industry before she adopted 
a policy of free trade. Mr. Gandhi declared himself as a confirmed 
PiOtectionist. The speaker thought that the Preamble was not properly 
worded. 

Mr. PATEL was convinced that in view of the fact that Belgian 
structural steel was coming to India at Rs. i o a ton, the Prottc< 
lion piopcsed was very inadequate. He was in favor of oatioualising 
the iibdustty ; but if this was not acceptable, then the Government 
must give vp halLbearted Frotection which would not save the in- 
dusiiy* and would unnecessarily put an enormous burden on the 
consumer. He agreed with Pandit Malaviya that the Bill was a 
atanding invitation to European capitalists to come and start Iron 
works in India. So Jeng as the Goverrment in India was run bv 
toreigneis, such capital could not be prevented from entering the country, 
unless there was a National Government or the steel industry was naticn- 
aiised. He entirely agreed with Mr. Joabi to secure the recognition of 
the* Labor Association at Jamshedpur and the setting up of a Con- 
ciliation Board; but if the Government did not accept tt, would Mr. 
Josbi or Mr. Chamanlal like the Bill to be dropped? The Tata works 
wculd then c!ose and thousands ot laborers will be put out of employ- 
ment. Was there any mtmber in the Honse who opposed Protection 
as such ? They must remember that there was no solution of tbr 
problem unless the Government and the Legislature agreed in fiscal 
matters. 

Mr. JINN AH in supporting the motion for reference of the Bill to 
a Select Committee said that without Protection the great industry ot 
the Tatas would perish. Except a few voices every one else was agreed 
on the principle of giving Protection. All those who still opposed Pro- 
tection must be living out of date. He opposed the bounty proposal 
of Mr. Wilson. 

Sir BASIL BLACKETT replied to some of the points raised in 
Che debate. If Mr. Wilson's view was to be carried to its logical con- 
clusion, then the Government should have to abolish all Customs duty 
on imported steel and all other Customs, on the ground that the Gov- 
eininent toql^ more out of the consumer than canie into the exchequer. 
If the Government had to accept the doctrine of discriminating Pro- 
tection in any form, they could not improve the method chosen bytbr 
Tariff Board, the method of both boonty and tarifi. The Bill was not 
in the interests of the Finance Member, because the Tarifi Board's 
estimate of additional Customs duty was slightly higher than was 
likely to prove the case. Nor was me Bill introduced merely to benefit 
the Tata Company, No Government could be expected to introduce a 
piece of legialation pui^y to enable a Company to pay dii^ends to 
its shareholders. A Company like Messrs. Tatas was not in need ot 
spocm-ieeding by the Government, but they were convinced of the n«o 
lor Protection of the Steel industry in general. ‘'We are introducing 
BUrbeoatwe we jiue 0^ that, on the whole, it is desirablet ju 
seneriM ^tsrests bl IndM^ to build up not merely the steel 
Imt M system In India and thereby remove in 

lop-dded development of India. 
ebo#ia|e tbb dev4^<itt of industries, fuid we want to 
steM^ifediiitiW with Mems. Tatas. it Js true *bat the 

is ib^lted but that is because of the uncertainties 
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cott of prodqcUon. Tbrae Twra lieBe^ 
it mtmm vm^ be necesttry to liaye another enquinr, and there 
ia the leitr mt Fmteetion will drop, becauM the Finance Member 
would Ipce a large amount ol revenue if the Bill le not replaced by 
aaotiMr 

CMdodlng, Sir BaW Blackett emphasiied that Protection moat not 
be the end in view, and urged progress in banking and in education 
AS regardi reference of the Bill to a Sdect Committee* Sir Basil said 
that the Goyemment would not oppose the motion. 

Mr. CHAMANLAL was surprised at the nauseating atmosphere of 
mntoal congratulation in which they were Uving. The whole day the 
Swantiists and the Indeficndents were all engaged in coogratulatipg 
the Government over a programme of exploiting the common people. 
He described the Tariff report as a *• Hum Hush** report* It was 
directly^ in the interests of the capitalists as against the people of 
India. He agreed with Mr. Wilson, for one, that a protective duty 
would increase the cost of living ali-round. The Tatas wanted Pro- 
tection because of the fault of the management and the fault of 
technical advisers. Why should poor Indians pay for the faults of 
others? The interests of the laborers at Jacnshedpnr had not been 
looked after* and they bad not been protected ; for example, the last 
strike settlement was never carried out. The. Assembly consisting of 
representatives of the people should not become a gramophone of the 
capitalists. If they gave Protection, they would go down in history 
as oppressors of the poor and protectors of the rich. 

Sir PURSHOTAMDAS THAKURDAS paid a tribute to the able, 
impartial and coloiless speech (laughter) of Sir Charles Inoes. He was 
surprised that in view of the existing depression Mr. Wilson, represent- 
ing fifteen Chambers of Commerce, should have got up in the House 
aod said that the Bill bad been brought forward too eaily. On the 
other band* if there had been any, further delay, it would have been 
disastrous, Mr. Wilson had not shown that other countries like Japan 
and America had adopted bounties for Protection purposes. Mr. Wilson 
had proposed to pay bounties either out of the surplus* or by reduc- 
tion in mfittary expenditure. The speaker's opinion was that if there 
was a surplus, it should go to reduce exbtiog taxation. As for the cut 
to militai^ expense, he was glad that the European commercial com- 
munity's representative was at one with Indians for such reduction* 
which mnst come soon (laughter). Reduction in the mUmty Budget 
was desitafale, irrespective of the fact that ip was required for bounties 
or lor any other purpose. He then urged that the assurance that the 
three years* period did not mean that at the end of it Protection 
would be vitMimwo should be made clear, and the continuity of the 
policy of efiective Protection should be explicitly set forth in the body 
the Itshll. 

Mr. KiBC^Y then moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committed He said that the rulings of the Chair about certain amend- 
ments his case lor sending the Bill to a Select 

^mittehw a good deal of points had to be discussed 

and clesr^i : He did not know what the report of the Mercantile 
Cogl^lttee was* but the cfiect of the proposals of the Tariff 
"Oard im industry of India mnst be considered* and 

he hopei circulate confidentially among the 

jjjembcm Committee the proposals of the Mcfcaatile 

might have a bearing on the subject, # 

P^ttdlr gratitude to the Govemm^t for 
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brltigiog iotward the Bin, bat he wanted to be enre that before the 
confftft wai called ttpob to bear the bardeii* provieioiia fhoatd be made 
to aoafd against foreign competitors leaving their countries and estab* 
liabuig tbemsdves in India within the Tariff walls. Protection must be 
given only to those indnstries in the case of which capital, control, 
and management were mainly in the handa of Indiana. The Preamble 
of the Bill was wrong, and he wanted that instead of stating it, their 
aim was to foster and develop the eteel indnstry. Pandit Malaviyg 
said that be had heard that a Company with twenty crores of capita) 
had almost been started to compete with Memrs. Tatas, and that its 
sbareHoldets were not Indiana. This was a great danger, and an 
instan e in question was the estab'ishment recently of a big match 
producing company in India. The Bill might specifically lay down that 
Protection is given to the Tata Steel Company, because according to 
its preamble any manufacturer, be he ^American or English or Belgian, 
who established his works in British India would be endUed to 
Protection. 

Sir CHARLES INNES replied that if the Preamble waa not suffi* 
ciently clearly drafted to ensure continuity of policy, and to invite 
new capital to the industry^ then it could be easily done in the Select 
Committee. Referring to Dr. Goar*s observations. Sir Charles Inoes 
declared that he could not agree to lajiy sort of Protection to the 
locomotive industry. Alluding to the speeches of Mr. Cbamanlal, Mr. 
Josbi and Mr. Pa»el for the nationalisation of the industry, the sp^ker 
remarked that it was an entirely unsolicited testimonial to the efficiency 
of the Government. (Laughter). But it was impossible for the Govetn- 
ment to run the steel industry. The Government was perfectly fati^ficd 
with the scheme of Protection embodied in the Bill, if carried out it 
would suffice the steel industry to tide over the difficulty that lay 
ahead, although it would not enable that industry to pay large divi- 
dends. The issue before the House was whether it was prepared to 
preserve the existing steel industry.* The House must present a united 
1 rout, although there might be differences of opinion as to the foim 
ibat Protection should take. The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
in a representation received last night, bad strongly supported Protec- 
tion, and remarked that it would be nothing short of a calamity if it 
was not given. The difference was only about the form. 

: ^ Personnel of the Committee. 

Mr. Nfebgy’s motion to refer the Ml to ttc following Select 
Committee was carried : Sir Charles Innes. Sir Basil Blackett, Pandit 
Motiial Nehru, Pandit Madan Mohan Malavlya, ffr. B. C. Pal, Mr. K. 
Rao, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Jtnnah« Mr. Pygre Lair |fr. Muhammad \akub. 

r. Gout, Mt. A. hmigaawatiii Iyengar, Mr/ JMikbare, Mr* J. Meh*a, 
Mr. Chamanlal, Mr. Joiitii, Bt. S. K. P. Slnha, and Mr. 

K. C. Neogy, to report on or bjlora May. Mr. Jinnah, Dr. 

Godt and Mr. Jr dOcM they were shareholders of tf»e 

Tata Company and wanted to let thh House know of it before they 
were aiMMSntnl lb Ibe Committees 

Mtt to the 90^ CoWnitte. then 
r«t Till, to rbe flrat ttine tint the Smrajut. 

> - HQ tb, aofb Mlq^. 
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llie A^mbly naaem on May 30di. widk Sir 

ChiBiMilal Setaivad in the Chahr.^ About an hour waa occafded In aoaireriag 
qneirtlons by , oon-offi^ mmbera. Seireral qneatioBS were i^aed b* 
Haji Wajiuddm and Khu Bahadur Saralaraz Huaaain mostly ralafina 
to railway grievance®. Mr. Bhore replying to Haji Wajiuddin said that 
the GoVennneiit of India have no information as to the amount or 
value of the property lost by pilgrims on the S. S. FasKoasTaM, apatt 
from what has appeared in the press. Messrs. A. Neezazee & 
pany instructed their Jeddah agents to give at their discretion certoin 
sums of money to the pUgiims wherever it was considered necessaryo 
and His Majesty the King of the Hedjaz is reported to have offered 
to make the pilgrims his guests cn the journey to Mecca. No cases 
of destitution or starvation have been brought to light. The question 
ot Government aid did not. therefore, arise. 


Sir Alexander Muddiman. in answer to Khan Bahadur Sarfaiaz 
Hussain Khan regarding the proposed legislation to apply Muhammadan 
Law to the Khoja Shia Isna Ashra community, said that it was unde^* 
stood from the Resident of the Jamiat that certain memorialists had 
requested Mr. M. A. Jinnah to introduce a private bill on the subject. 
Tlie Government are awaiting action on the part of Mr. Jinnah. and 
bave informed the memorialists accordingly through the Government 
of Bombay. 


Supplementary Questions 

A number of members raised a volley of supplementary questions. 

Sir B. N. Mitra referred Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan to 
an answer given by the Hon. Mr. A. C. Chatterjee regarding accommo* 
dation to Assembly Members in Longwood Hotel, in Simla. The supple* 
mentary questions indicated a complaint on the part of the members 
that while the Hotel was purchased by the Government for the very 
purpose of accommodating members, some quarters had been let out 
to Government officers. It further appeared that members of the Central 
Legislature were asked to pay double the amount of rent charged to 
officers. Replying to all these questions. Sir B, N. Mitra stated that 
members ot the Legislature occupied the quarters only for a very short 
period and that it was considered reasonable that on this account they 
should be charged a higher rate than officials who may occupy them 
for many monfSis at a time. Moreover, most of the offidals occupy the 
quarters only on condition that they may be required to vacate at 
snort notice. 

Indian Debate in the Commons 


Replying to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. Sir Alexander Muddiman stated 
that the Government had no reason to believe that there was any truth 
in the statement in the London cable to the Forward of Calcutta of 
the i8th April that the Liberal amendment asking for a Commission 
of Enquiry was hot moved as a result of active canvassing by Sit 
^Ulcolin Hail^. 

The Public Services Commission 
Mr. M. iUmacliafidra Rao asked: — 

(A) WiU the Government be pleased to say whether the estab* 
iishment of h Public Services Commission, contemplated in Section 
V6-C of the Government of India Act, has been considered, and whetlMf 
action in this direction is intended to be taken: (B) WflJ the 
^j-ovemiieilt; ^ what effect has been given to .Sicll of 

the i^cmtaiainlamiia made in paiagfaphs 14. 13, 16, 17, 18 cm 
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and ffinuiuMrised io paiagra^ of the Crewe Cmmittoe Report on 
the Ilome Admiiiittratlcui el liidiaa AEainf^ 


Sit Aieaander Meddiman r^j^ied : (a) tlie Hoa. Member it referred 
to the reply given in this House by my predeoeasor to Sir Deva 
Prasad Sarvadbikary'S' qnestida No. 162 on the lath February, 192a 
The destrabiUty of establishing a PuUiic Services 'Commission under the 
provisohs of Section 96-C of tile CSoyerament of India Act will be 
considered in connection with the recomliendations of the Royal Com. 
mission on the Services on this question. 

In the second part of the question, t am asked for informatioa as 
to the extent to which certain recommendatibiiui of the Crewe Committee 
have been given effect to. 1 would preface my remarks by the observ- 
ation that the report of the Crewe Committee is dated June, 1919. 
The Government of India Bill of 1919 had been Introdnced in Pariia- 
ment, bpt the Joint Select Committee had not then begun to sit. 
That is;' the recommendations in the report were made on the basis of 
the amendments to (he Government of India Act contained in the Bill 
i^odoced in Parliament in 1919* That Bill was based upon the 
f^oposals in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report, modified according to the 
later recommendations of the Government of India, which were based 
largely upon the opinion elicited in India by the pnblicaUon ol the 
report. Now, take the recommendations of the Crewe Committee, con- 
tained in the paragraphs mentioned in the question, as summarised m 
paragraph 35 : 

(1) Paragraph 14; This recommendation was made with reference 
to the proposal in paragraph 277 and 279 of the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Report, as to the constitution of the Council of State and methods cf 
securing that essential Governmeat legislation is earned. As the Hon. 
member is aware* those p oposals were not finally accepted. Under 
those proposals, any Csrtincation or Legislation would have been by the 
Governor-General in Council. So far as Certificat:oa or Legislation under 
the provisions of Section 62 B of the Government of India Act is 
concerned, Certification is by the Governor-General, and this is, there- 
fore, a matter in which the Governor-General in Councii is not pii- 
marry concerned. The Governor-General in Council is, however, aware 
that the Secretary of State has intimated tiiat in this matter lie 
ptefers to rely on the discretion of the authority concerned as 
to whether there shall be any report lor his previons approval before 
Certification is resorted to rather than to issue rigid inatroctions. 


(2) Paragraphs 15 and 16 : Hie tCrewe Committee, apparently, in 
these paragraphs contemplated the grbw^ of a Convention under which 
when the Government ol India were nx agreement with the majority ot 
the non-offibial members of the L>eg^ative Assembly, which would pre- 
sumably, under the Act as finaSy jnMised, Interpreted as applying to 
non-official membem 61 the iadihm Legisiature, the Secretary ot State 
wouM, save in decision. 

I io^^ a rMmmice* by Mmaber to later ptonouncemente on 

thh same qnestibn^h^ Report of the Joint Select Com- 
mittee in thsto jremn^ of the Bill* of 1919* ®® 7^ 

Rule nniler Seotioti^ ti^^ of 1919. As regards these 

tlm Convention whiob 

a IM! 

.'lipon ' -tills' ;pvopo 9 a)- 

infoimation as ” 

isilliliii lii the hitiiihiials naucahrimb ' in my reply to tne 

itiaM fldi poii|ilii « a^ 
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0(4) I%c«^ With the exceptioa nmiibered beloifi the pogi- 

tioii M ce^etds this recommeiidatUm Is the seme at legatit the 
reooio®®oS*^^*** Paragfapbs 15 aad 16 of the Report* Uoder Claute 
(7) of liie Ptoviadal audit rssolutioa. relatiog to expenditure oa Provincial 
Reserved subjectSa when the cost of revision of the permanent estabUsh- 
ment e«C^s 5 h^hs a year, the sanction of the Secretary of Sute in 
Cooiu^t is not required if the resolution recommending the changes is 
passed by the Legislative CoundU This is a definite delegation of the 
Mwert of the Secretary of State in Council in conformity with the 
principle recommended by the Crewe Committee. 

(4) Paragraph 36: If the Hon* Member will refer to siich p'o* 
visions of the Govemmeiit of India Act as are contained in Section 
67 B. Section 68 anb-section (a), and Section 69* sub-section (1), 
he will t^t the proposal has been given effect to. There has 

been no case since the pasdng of the Government of India Act of 
1919* in which HU Majesty in Council has signified bis disallowance of 
any Act of the Indian Legislature. In only one case, the provisions 
of Section 67-B« sub-section (a) regarding the assent of his Majesty 
in Council applied. Such assent was# in fact, accorded' in the Order 
of His Majesty in Council published in the notification by the Govern- 
ment of India in the Legislative Department, No. 77, dated a6th April, 
1923- 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

After question time, the President announced that he had received 
notice of a motion for adjournment from Mr* M. K. Acharya for the 
purpose of discussing the action, as announced by the Home Member, 
in respect of the report of the Lee Commisdon, before affording the 
Assembly an opportunity of discussing the report. Sir Cbimanlal Setalvad 
added that as the Leader of the House had already promii^ed special 
facilities for a full discussion of the report on a special day. there wai 
some difficulty about the adjournment of the House which could give 
only two hours. 

Mr. ACHARYA stated that be would be satisfied if Sir Alexander 
Muddiman would commuaicate to the House the particular points on 
which immediate action was likely to be taken. 

Sir ALEXANDER MUDDIMAN replied that be bad no intention what- 
ever of trying to rush the House into a discussion of a general character* 
The Governmmit were guided in publishing the report at the time of 
the Legialative Session by the earnest and real desire of getting the 
report to ttie members as soon as possible. He had carri^ out the 
wishes of this House in communicating to the Secretary of State that 
no action ^ould be taken till the Assembly discussed the report But 
there weru^ really certain urgent matters. For example, he was told 
that there were at present pending questions of appointment, and whether 
those appplatm^ts should be made under the new rules. However, 
the Home Membjsr promised to make a detailed statement as soon as 
he was in a pfisition to do so* It would probably be in a day or two* 

Dr* GOUR il ibis stage drew attention to the sUtemupt made by 
Professor the House of Commons that no orders wou'd be 

Passed iiie ^ beiog discussed in the Legislative Assembly* 

^ Mr* asked the Home Member if the was in a position 

lo make a stii^eiit as to what be himself considered were the urgent 
tnatters report. 

Sir MUDDIMAN replied that be was not in a positloii 

w make a^JlitoaeBt* 
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Dr. CODE cmpbasiMd that Ibe Sametgty .of S^teabookl iiot exeicbe 
tits statutory powers in regard to this report until Uie Assembly bad 
discussed it. Mr. ACHARYA did not press his intended motion. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE REPORT. 

The Steel Industry Protection Bill, as amended by the Select 
Committee, was then reported to the Assembly. A number of altera- 
tions bad been introduced in the Bill. Tbe Preamble had been amplified, 
and ran thus 

**Wbereas it is expedient, in pursuance of tbe policy of discrimina- 
ting Protection of Industries m British India with due regard to ihe 
wett^beiDg cf tbe community, to provide for tbe fostering and develop- 
ment of the steel industry by increasing the import duties leviable on 
certain iron and steel articles, and by enabling bounties to be granted 
to manufacturers in British India of certain snch articles, and to 
wetermtoe the duties and bounties which shall be payable In respect of 
such articles during^ the first three yeais of the application of that 
policy to the said industry**. 

Sir CHARLES INNES, in presenting tbe Report, pointed out that the 
Bill, as it emerged from tbe Meet Committee, was practically tbe same 
as the original Bill, but tbe Committee had decided to drop tbe duty 
on tin plates. The Government, however, reserved the right of moving 
an amendment to restore Protection. The Committee has' clarified the 
Bill in regard to the Preamble as well as on some other points. 

The Assembly then adjourned till the 2 nd June when the report 
was to be discussed. 


Tbe President then announced the receipt of a reply from the 
Secretary of State communicating to the House his appreciation of tbr 
resolution of the 14th February conveying greeings to the Labour 
Party and adding that he was circulating it to his colleagues. 

The following is the report of the Select Committee:-— 

Before discussing the details of tbe Bill, we proceeded, in the first 
place, to a discussion of the desirabtllty of appliring to the steel 
industry certain general principles, without prejudice to the question ol 
tbe admissibility of those principles in view of tbe scope of the present 
Bill. The first subjects discussed were the questions of Natioi alisation, 
the option to purchase, profit-sharing and control by the Government 
and. the Legislature, and it was decided by a nutjority In each casr 
that none of these principles should be iutroduced into the Bill. 


Recognition of Labour Associations 
Another such question which we considered was the desirability of 
making pome provisipb to |he effect that the right of any c^pany or 
firm to enjoy ^e benefit of the Protection conferred by the Bill should 
be Condiriooal iipQii th^ lecognition by the company or firm or assoaa- 
ttons of tbeit emifiovees, and upon its agreement to submit aii laoor 
disputes to arbitration. It waP decided by a majority that * 
provirion should, if possible, be inserted in the Bill. On a ruling beioR 
given that a definito fUbendment on these lines would be outside 
scops of tito present Bill, a majorl^ of ncm-official members of 0 
Ck>min$ttOi 'derited expresriou of their opbsioii, tisat the awptanc. 
of tho j^c^ of Pmteetton waders even^^^^ 

necessity letf legif^titm in regsid to trade unioae and tii^ i^tion 
anderstenJ, is ;at pwseat enfpgUii attenii 

oithe Govpiiment. 
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We 1^ diteoMd, ageiii, withoat prejudice to iti admistibiUty in 
comiecikm witb the pr^ent Bill, the questton of the adviMbility of 
retirictiiii the benefits of Protection which the Bill it designed to afford, 
to ooniptniei or firms having a certain minimum proportion of Indian 
capibd and a definite Indian element in their management. The 
majority of ns are prepared, in this Bill, to recomnsend the insertion 
of any definite provisions in this regard. The majority, however, of 
son-official members of our Committee incline to the opinion that the 
possibiiity should be seriously considered at an early date of securing 
lor Indian cafdtal a sujbstantial ^are in the industries benefiting by 
State atsittance on relative advantages of attaining and in view solely, 
by a system of bounties, instead of by a combined system of duties 
and bounties, as contained in the Bill. A majority of us are of the 
opinion that the former course is impracticable, if only by reason of 
the additional revenue from other sources which it would be necessary 
to raise in order to carry it out. and that even if practicable, it 
would not, for many reasons, be so satisfactory in operation as the 
latter. 


Period of Protection 

We further considered the question of the duration wnicb should 
be given to \he provisions of the Bill, and the majority of us are of 
the opinion that it is desirable to state somewhat more clearly to the 
Bill that although the actual rates recommended in the case of duties 
or bounties respectively should only subsist for three years, there is 
no intention of abandoning at the end of that period the policy 61 
discriminatiag Protection itself. We have accordingly amplified the 
the Preamble, omitted a sub-claose in clause i of the Bill, added to 
clause a an additional sub*clau8e providing that protective duties speci- 
fied in Part 7 of Schedule 2 shall remain in force for three years only, 
and inserted, after clause 4 of the Btll, a new clause laying a statutory 
obligation upon the Government to hold an enquiry during the course 
of the year 1926-27 as to the extent, if any, to which further Pro-r 
tection is needed by the industry, and as to the amount of duties and 
bounties which will be necessary in order to cooler that Protection. 

Adequacy of Doties. 

In regard to the general question as to whether the rates of duties 
and bounties provided in the Bill are adequate, more especially in 
view of the possibility of a considerable drop in the prices of steel 
imported from countries with a depreciated currency, we are satisfied 
that ibe< la^ proposed axe generally sufficient. Any attempt to base 
the Mde in accordance with the price of the eh^pest grades of steel 
would piaipe an unfair burden on the consumer. We think that .the 
Qflly posiibie remedy for grave fluctuatiQaB of prices is the application 
of a ayst^ of offrsettin^ duties, lor which the Bill provides. 

The Locomotive Industry. 

We next tucMd our attention to the question of according Pro* 
tecdott to the locomotive Industry in India. A majority of our Com* 
that a farther carefnl examination of this qaestion te 
ocecssmj^ Iniiv should be undertaken by die Government with a view 
to foifits the conditions requisite to 

suable it to qualify for sneb protection. 
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fiiiri|ia% Qm^ idr 
We then exaiblned viiTioira c£id^ jput belore us 

^x^mpiion from thd pxoirl^oiii dl the tta. Xlte firet dahn was ad- 
vftoced on bebaTI pi Bama. We are^ hpweydr^ agaln^ by a i^ajoritv 
of the opiefon that the ddiDB of Burma aire ao greater than thosil 
which might be advanced on behalf of other parts of Sritiih India 
and we coodder that it wpuid be wrong In jptiadple to attempt to 
difiereotiate in the matter of Customs duties between different carts 
of British India. ^ 


' ■ Exceptional Treatment Impotsible. 

We next discussed a suggestion that Increased duties should not 
be leviable on consiructioual and other steel ordered from abroad <or 
specific works under contracts entered into before the publication of 
the Tai iff Board's Report. The eonsidpration' of this question involved 
the consideration of the claims. on behalf of the Bombay and Calcutta 
Municipal Corporations for the exemption of large quantities of steel 
for which orders have been placed. We were, by a ma{otity, of the 
opinion that unless the operation of the Protective scheme is to be 
indefinitely postponed, it would be impossible to make exceptions in 
particular cases, and further, that if any such exceptions were re- 
commended, it would be difficult to draw distinctions between numerous 
claims which would undoubtedly be made. 

Details of the Bill 

We then proceeded to a consideration of the details of the Bill. 
We have adopted a suggestion to amplify the meaning of the expresMoo 
**Di^ criminating Protection'' by inserting words indicating that the policy 
has been adopted subject to the consideration that due regard will 
always be had to the well-being of the community. The other amend- 
ment which we have suggested in the Preamble is referred to above. 
We have made slight amendment in Clause 3 to provide for the fact 
that, in case cf certain company-managed railways, the s^eel rails and 
fish plates are made to specifications, which are approved, but not 
actually prescribed by the Railway Board. We have made only one 
alteratmn in the schedule, namely, the omisdon of item No. 155 in the list 
of articles liable to protective duties. The effect of the alteration wiJi be 
to leave tin plates m the positioa in which tibey were before, that is 
to say, they will be liable to a duty at 10 per cent, ad valorem 
under item 61 of Part IV of the schedule. 

We have carefully considered the chapter of the Tariff Board's report 
which relates to the protection of the manufacture of tin plates, and 
the majo'ity of us think that the difficulties experienced by the only 
Company, which it was proposed to protect, are due to excessive 
capital expenditure, and are hot such as 10 wartant assistance from 
the general tax-payer. Wo have cafefolly considered all the amendments 
of which notice has bean given. Our condusion on many of the^c is 
set out in the foregoing paragraphs of this report- With the exception 
ot one such amendmehti nsphdy, the omission o| item No. 155 
list of protective duties, fo wbld» we have already referred, we have 
rejected all these amendniehis either unsnimoudy or by a majoity. 
regard to a series of am^dmenis^ suggefdlW bodies sbouM 

be conMitnted for ;the pnfPQse of advtdng the Goyenameht in 
of getting dutHn^ we comnder ffiat the body 

most fitti^rio idv:i|e^ 4 ^ such mattem is tho iarn 

Board wbeh bat%|^ fhtl is familiar witn 

all asp^ts of (he snhjdtt in ri^ld ^ which sug- 



®“ g8lv*nii«d khcets. a majority oi os 
eooriasa t»»* «« wveoue which woold be sacrificed would be out of 
prt^ior^ to. the advantage which would be derived by certain sectiona 
of Ifto ponmiinity. in addition to the amendments of which notice 
bss been given, we considered certain other suggestions lor the amend- 
ment of the Bill. In the first place, we rejected a proposal for ihe 
exemption frem protective duties of articles specified in items Nos. 143, 
146, and S53 (b) i.e., various agricuituial implements, wire nails and 
light rails. Our reason is that we consider it necessary to protect 
varioiis Indian Cempanies which have recently commenced manuiacture 
of these ariiclea. 

We regret that puir colleague Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya was 
prevented by illness from attending our meeting/* 

The Repoit is ^igned by Mr. M. A. Jinoah, Sir Charles Innes, Sir Basil 
Blackett. Pandit Motilal Nehru, and Messrs. W. S. J. Wilson. V. J. 
Patels Bepin C. Pal» M. Ramachandra Rao» £ G. Fleming, Piyare Lai, 
Muhammad Yakub, H. S. Gour, A. Rangaswamy Iyengar, K. G, 
Lobokare, Jamhadas M. Mehta, Chaman Lai, N. M. Josbi. K. C. Neogy. 
Devaki Praead Sinha and S. K. Datta. 


Minutes of Dissent. 

There are TWELVE MINUTES OF DISSENT attached to the Select 
Crmroittee's Report on the Steel Proteclion Bill. First of all, Messrs. 
V^ J. Patel, N. M. Josbi, Jamnadas Mehta and Devaki Prasad Sinha in 
a note state that *do proposals for the protection of an industry can 
be complete unless they include some to protect the rights and interests 
of the workers employed in that industry. The need for including 
clauses to secure recognition for Labor Associations for establishing 
proper machinery for the settlement of disputes between employers and 
employees, and making the grant of bounties conditional upon the em- 
ployers* satisfying the Government that the labor employed was fairly 
treated, is specially felt in this case, as the Tala Company has been 
refusing for some time to recognise the Jamshedpur Labor Association, 
and some of the serious grievances oi the workers at Jamshedpur sti.l 
remain unredressed. Our conteruion is borne out by Mr. C. F. Andrews 
who recently, at the request of some of the Directors of the Com{»ny, 
had gone to Jammed pur and has reporltd in favor of unconditional 
recognition of the Jamshedpur Labor Association, and urging the fulfil- 
ment of the terms of the last strike settlement at Jamshedpur*. 

Nationalisation Scheme. 

Mr. JAMNADAS MEHTA in another note states that the Select 
Committee have throughout carried on their deliberations under the con- 
sciousness that only such mcdifications of the Bill could be effected as 
were assented to by the Government. This is a position very far 
removed from fiscal autonomy, and practically the whole fight for 
aebieving it remains to be fought. He considers that the Tariff wall 
proposed in the Bill is inadequate, both as regards rales and duration. 
He urges that the duration of the Bill at auy rate ought to be ex- 
tended up to the 3i8t March 1930. He adds that some scheme of 
Nationalisation of the industry, or of profit-sharing by the State and 
oy workmen, would be a most equitable arrangement. The refusal or 
the Select Committee to exempt the Heel imports of the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation lor the construction of the Tansa pip© bne be* 
trayed a thorough disregard of the special equities of the base. 

Mr. N. M. JOSHl also thinks that the best method of pfOtecting 
an indhstry, at least a basic Industry like that of steel manufacture, 

11 
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is to taki^ it oiidif ibo oootiKd of tlio . Ststo# -io ttet it ^ will l>e run 
Is tile ipteMts of the cositiniiilty iMxh will sliaffe botls is its advetsity 
aod prosperity aod will -have coatttd over it* lloceovet^ -NatioaMisa- 
ties is free Iroa several disadyastagea ioddeatal. to a eysten of high 
import dotiee. 

Mr, B. Cv PAL also loins Mr. Joshl is h<ddiog that the State 
has a right to daim, is return for the help which it offers to these 
bdostiiee OB capital enter^ees^ a fair diare of topeevisioa io the 
iotexests of the general tax payer of their work ead of their profits 
over a&d above^ a certais percentage. The State hai so right to give 
Protection to any Industry without providing for adequate guarantees 
that these indostries shall eecure the fundamental rights of the laborers 
employed by them. 


The Case of Burma 

Both Mr. Fleming and Dr; S. K. Datta in a very strong note 
disagree with the finding of the Committee with regard to the case 
of Burma, and submit that this Proviuce should be excluded from the 
operation of the Bill. 

The Bounty System 

Then come Messrs. W. S. Wilsooi E. G. Fletoiag, S. K, Datta, 1). i‘. 
Sinha N. M Josbi, and K. G. Lohokare with another very short note 
stating that they consider that the Protection proposed shonld be cffecte l 
by means of bounties only. Mr. D. P. SINHA, whose constituency 
Jamshedpur, in a separate explanatory note states : ** I shall be very 
sorry if the Tata Iron and Steel Company go to the wall, but 1 do 
believe that the needs of the poor and the demands of the consumers 
generally are more important than the necessities of one Corporation 
or Company. All my proposals therefore arc for the protection of 
the consumers. As for the Tata Iron and Steel Company of Jamshedpur. 
•1 consider bounties the proper remedy. Over and above the grant of 
bounty, the Government of India should guarantee to Messrs. Tatas 
the market provided by the State, and all articles of iron and steel., 
purchased by Government Railways ojr public bodies should be those 
manufactured by Indian companies, provided the prices charged are not 
exceedingly high. Protection once given tends to expand and to make 
itself perpetual. This is what the history of other countries teaches 
us There are also other political evils which Protection brings in its 
train, and which we would not like to see transhipped to this 
country.*’ 

An Invitation to Foreign Firms. 


Mr. LOHOKARE, in another long explanatory note, sayi that the 
Bill offers to foreign manufacturers practically an invitation to come ani 
exploit India and be in possesaioh of such a basic industry as steel 
manufacture. The Bill proposes to shelve the assurance of the Hon. 
Mr. A. C. Chatteiji in March that no concession should be given 
to any firms in regard to industries in India unless such firms ha% e 
rupee capital and have a proportion at any rate of Indian Directors, 
and unless suCh flma allow facilities for Indian apprentlcea to ' 

in their wotta. To Allow toe Bill to pass without any adequate pr^ 
vif ionif faf a pfopoirtlon of native csipltal and management m V 
country to W * 

disndvanlifa^ to the country. 

R0e the fmty SMptlon. 

lit. PA®BL ia a loag^^ J 

^ C eZrnim. H* »y. th. pro»«Jiog. of tbe 



the Select Codsteitt^ hiMl pfoved to hitn that any hidU 
pre|iOiai e ma i i a itei f t*om the OoveYoiaeDt pieces die Atsembly oo the 
heiiii of • dilenme* It must be dther accepted as it staods or 
rejected* That fiothiag could be done arithont the approval of the 
Ooverahicat* Re instances the rejection by the Government ol the 
proposal for the KatkNialisatioa of the industry and the sharing of 
prcnfs by the State. This, he says, was rejected by the casting vote 
of the XSiainnan of the Committee. He instances the refosal of th^ 
Govetjameiit to accept the proposal, carried by it votes against 4, for 
improvement in the ccmditions ol Labor, the rejection ol the proposal 
that the Government should have the option to acquire’ the concern at 
Jamshedpnr after a certain period, and the opposi ion of the Govern- 
ment to prevent foreign capital from getting the benefit of Protection, 
He also quotes figures to show that the Protection proposed is inade- 
quate, but neither the Assembly nor the Select Committee could remedy 
these defects without Government's consent. Therefore, ssys Mr. Patel, 
the only remedy is Responsible Government. 

Re-Circulation of Bill. 

Mr. S. K. DATTA is opposed to a Protective Tariff. But if Pro- 
tection cannot be given by bounties at the present stage, he suggests 
that the Bill, as amended by the Sdiect Committee, be circulated 
among Local Governments, Local Legislatures and Local Bodies to give 
an opportunity to the consumers to have their say. 

Duty on Galvanised Sheets 

Mr. K. C. NEOGY regrets that the Select Committee has not accepted 
his amendment to include galvanised sheets below one forty-secondth of 
an inch in thickness from the scope of the enhanced import duties. This, 
he says, would leave galvmnis^ sheets of corrugated variety ol less 
than 23 standard gauge, which are of very general use for building 
purposes even among the poorest classes, subject to the existing doties. 
He ren Uses the position of the Government in opposing the loss of ten 
lakhs by reducing this duty, which would consequently make difficult 
the financing of bounties, but then, says Mr. Neogy, an increase would 
be justified more on the ground of potting the Government in funds 
than as a measure of Protection. 

Labor and the Consumer 

Mr. CHAMANLAL remaiks that the natural advantages for the sleet 
industry in India, admitted by the Tariff Board, coupled with the 
atrociously low wages paid to labor at Jamsh^pur, should make it 
possible for the Tata Steel Company to compete with foreign competi- 
tion, but he remarks ^t though natural advantages are undoubted, 
yet these advat^tages are lost owing to the "higher cost of subsequent 
processes'*. 

Tris, then, is the conclusion, that because of the lack of efficiency 
in technical management ol the higher processes, the consumer and the 
taxpayer are called npon to pay the price of sustenance and support 
to the great cajfitaliats of India. He is unable to support the Bill 
without the safeguard of Nationalisation, taking his staiid upon the 
hiferests of the taxpayer and consumer who are, he fear a, being deli- 
vered -Into .the bands of monopolists, whose concern is not the we 1- being 
of the community, but the security of their profits. Finally, he says 
f^at the Bill de^eatt its own purpose, because it seeks to protect the 
^dustry withoitt at the same time protecting thousands of workers 
«»g«gea to MBm todnstry. 
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Tbe Attembly iMMieinbkd on the ^nd. June wken the niDst 
Jknpohant item of the day waa die dU^uMon of the Taritf Bill. 

State Managemeat ol Railways 

Tbe wh)le of tbe moratng was taken op with tbe qoeation whether 
the ditcoftsiTO of tbe Tarlfi Bill aboold be rettuned ifomediately, or the 
the Bill te ctreulated for pablic opinion. The preliminary hour which 
was spent on interpellationa did not provide much interest, except the 
question regarding State minagement of the East Indian and the Great 
Indian P..Din8ula Railways. The Assembly accepted a resolution on the 
subject, last year, but nevertheless attempts seem to have been made by 
the Govt, to arrange, if possible, for the eventual transfer to companies. 

Mr. HlNDLEY, Railway Commissioner, was getting into dangerously 
deep waters over ,the supplementary questions, and Sir Charles Innea 
bad to rush to the rescue by declaring plainly that the GoveromeDt 
was not bound to accept tbe Assembly^ recommendations. 

At question time) Sir Parshottamclss Thakardas asked the Government as to wh^rf 
exactly their efforts stand in the direction of devising a satisfactory f>)rin of 
company domiciled in Itulia to take over the K, 1. Ballway and G. I. P. Hiiiv^ay, 

Mr. Hindley replied that the project had been held in abeyance pjndiug tyi» 

question of separation Bailway from Genera! Finance. 

•Sir rnrshottamdas Thakurdas: What relation does ttie separation of Firuiiit;> 
bear to the question of Bailway Management ? 

Mr. Hindley: In the event of separation of Bailway Finance, pjrobably 
of tbe objections to Statu managom^nt would disappear. 

Ml*. Gaya Prasad Singh : fs it a fact' that som! of the staff of the K. 1. 

Kaiiway have been askeil to take ioni; furlough in view of the decision to convert 

them into State-managed lines? 

The President : That question dOv^s not arise. 

Mr, Hamachaudra Itao asked if the question of m inagem iut of these Kai l ways 
hail been Kruilly decided, aud whether it was subject to further criticism. 

Mr, HiiKPcy : For the time being, the decision is final. (Laughter.) 

' Sir Charles Innes addetl that the Governmmt had made arraugcinmts to lak* 
over the E. 1. Hallway in July, 11126. The Government left the door opjii to 
xiegotiatiouH for real private companies, but these negotiations had not been pui>u \) 
because the tiuestion of separation of Hallway Finance from Gnieral Finance l»al 
not been so.ved. 

Marine Committee Beport 

Sir Charles Innes repaying to I)r. Gour stated that the Government hop:; to pub' is!; 
the Mercantile Marine Committee Beport shortly after the work on the Steel Proicctiun 
Bill was completed, 

THE TARIFF BlLL^Motion for Circulation 

After spending an hour on questions and answers, tbe Assembly 
proceeded at is Noon to coutider tbe report of tbe Select Committee on 
tbe laiifi Bill. Of seventy'Cigbt amendments to tbe Tarfff Bill on 
the paper, Dr. Dstta's, to circulate it was tbe first to be discussed. 

Ds. S. K. DATTA moved tbe circulation of the Bill, as 
amended by tbe Select Committee, for elidtiig public opinton. He 
said that imce the is^ue of the Tariff Board's report aud the publi- 
cation ol tbe Tariff Bill a very short time had elapsed, aad the puhU 
had not been able to form an opimon on it and fuUy realise its imph' 
cations. He kit that the point of view ol the consumer had not bjep 
placeil beloxe the Tariff Board. The agricultural community forming 

bulk of the population whose implements wonld hereafter cost more 
than before, the general public using iron and sted, and the Induo 
States muit given unie to voice their fedings b^ore Protection 
-giymi* Moreover, indta must guard agaiust the evils which had foa^^'^ 
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ia ^ ^ Protection. In ^e United States the woihers: an^ 

maiies ' bad enffered seriously. He urged the House to support hii^ 
motioii which was nothing more than a plea for justice. 

Mr. LOHOKARE seconded the motion for circulation. He said that 
the 78 amehdments tabled suggested that the Bill had several features 
which ire<jnired further consideraaon. He piracularly drew attention to 
the danger referred to by the minority report of the Fiscal Coroini«8lon, 
that foi^Q manufacturers might reap the benefit of Tarifi wall) at 
the cost of the Indian consumer by establishing industries in India. 

Mr. SHAMLAL NEHRU said that the House had nothing to do 
vrith Ifidian States, and must decide now one way or other as to 
whether Protection was to be given or not. 

Sir CHARLES INNES said that Or. Datta's speech was not lelevant 
to the subject under discussion, because Or. Datta spoke as a free 
trader while the policy of Protection had already been accepted by the 
House by referring the Bill to the Select Committee. By going back 
upon Protection now, the House would be simply stultifying itself. 
««As for farther connderation**. said the Commerce Member, * there 
never has been a Bill presented to the Legislature after such careful 
preliminary investigation and p'e^ration as the Tariff Bill. The Tariff 
Board's proposal had received uniformly favorable reception in the press 
in India, and right through the country the policy of Protection has 
been accepted. The proposal for the circulation of the Bill is nothing 
more than d dilatory motion. If you postpone it now, by the time 
you meet after six months, there may be no steel industry to protect/* 

Mr. JINNAH characterised the motion for circulation as misebiovous. 
He was sympathetic towards the demands for protection of labor, but 
this could not be adequately provided for in this Bill, and must be 
dealt with by separate legislation. 

Mr. D. P. SINHA retorted by describing the Tariff Bill as entirely 
mischievous. 

Mr. RANGA IYER and Dr. GOUR opposed the circulation, point* 
iog out that the House itself was a forum of public opinion, and they 
had the approval of their constituents to support the Bill. 

Baba UJJGAR SINGH BEDl said that the bulk of the country 
was uneducaM and mu8t*be given time to consider the Bill. 

At this stage Mr. RAJ NARAIN moved for closure. Pandit Malaviya 
and Sir Purushottamdas represented that further discussion should be 
allowed on this vitad question. Mr. JAMN AD AS MEHTA pointed out that 
the debate had lasted only an hour and a quarter and wanted the 
Chair to protect the minority. The President allowed discussion to 
proceed. 

Mr* MEHTA said he had his suspicions about the Bill as it came 
from a Government which had done nothing to foster industries. In 
fact his suspicion was thickened by the manner in which the Govern- 
ment had hugged all the proposals of the Tariff Board. It looked as 
if Sir Charles Innes had written the report, and the Tariff Board 
signed It, He said that it was the resourcefulness of Messrs. Tata's 
propaganda that was appealing to the pairiotism and ignorance of the 
House by raising the bogey that if Protection was not given imme- 
M^srs. Tatas would collapse. If he was convinced that this 
would" be to, he would pass the Bill to-day; but the Tariff Board's 
report showed that there was no such danger, and the House could 
^wy weU wait for two months to find out whether the Protection 
propos^ .was adequate, which may be very much doubted. 

Mr. HAMACHANDRA RAO pointed out that the Bill had come 
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put of %e Seleet CommiliM pncticilhr imaltmd tad tliotdd not be 
otrenlitad. 

Sir Pomdiottnmdni THAKURDAS rdorred Pr. Dntta and others 
who spoke on bsba^ Of the agrkidtitiists to the cdnctstive replies 
given by the Xarifi Board to those argmaeiits. The circidation of the 
Bill woiild mean indefinite poetponaDent of Protection, He wanted the 
House to give its ojpinion hein and now whether it wanted or not to 
place tile burden on the consumer of this generation so that the 
future generation might reap its benefit 
Motion Kejected 


Closure was again and again applied, and the House finally decided 
and carried the closure by 46 votes against 34. Dr. Patta's amendment for 
the circulation of the Bill for public opinion was put and rejected by 
51 votes against 21. 


Points of Order. 


When the Legislative Assembly met again after lunch, the President 
asked the House to proceed with the discussion of the amendments. 

Mr. DEVAKl PRASAD SlNHA at once raised a point of order. 
He quoted May *8 Book on Parliamentary Practice, and moved that tl e 
President do leave the chair. His objection was against the toling of t: t- 
Chair earlier in the day that on a motion for circulation of the Bill 1 0 
member was entitled to go into a question of principle on the Bill. 

The PRESIDENT ruled this motion out of order. 


Thereupon Mr. SlNHA raised another point of order. Here again 
Mr. Sinba relied on May’s Parliamentary Practice, and moved lor a ruling 
from the Chair that no member who bad interest in the Tatas' coxicein 
should be allowed to vote on the amendments. 

The PRESIDENT thought that it was too late to make the motiot , 
because considerable voting and discussion had already taken place. 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN said that the matter was not to be decided 
by the Chair, but in the first instance by the members concerned. 

Sir Charles INNES pointed out that when the Select Committee 
was being appointed some memberf, who were later put on it, bad 
declared themselves that they were sbare-holders in Messrs Tatas', but 
BO objection was then raised, and those meipbers were put on thi^ 
Committee. 

Messrs. V. N. MUTALIK and JOSHl supported Mr. Sinba’s proposition. 

Mr. PATEL quoted the practice followed in the Bombay Corporatico 
and pointed out that it was a point for the Chair to decide. 

Mr. JINNAH emphasised that when he was putbn the Sdect Committee 
he drew the attention of the House to the fact that he was a share-holder 
but none had objected to it. He was the last person to exercise his vote in 
bis own interest, and he ^rsonally would on this Bill not exercise bis 
voting powers but be doubted if the member who brought the motion and 
thosd who supported it were actuated by the same high principles of 
policy* Mr. Kabiruddin supported Mr. Jinnah. 

Sir MUHAMMAD SHAFI pointed out that the Bill before the Houso 
was not a private one but a public one. It was not a bill dealing with 
Tata ComjMAy direct, nor was it a Bill dealing with that Company alonu 
It embpdl^ a vary importimt principle which was one ot general 
applicability* : Tfie Ihtenlkm was to protect the steel industry in general 
including fatns* 

Pandit N said that he had no interest in Messrs. 

Tatgs and consldcitsd that it would be a salutary rule if those interest- 



- 'T8»: ■■ 

tfie coocera abslaiaad irom but lie did aot like the 

dfCoeMiUMee in wldck the queetion luid been raiecd., 

fiCr. WILSON pointed out that he wai hitereeted in many conceme 
9ome bl whk^ be giahted Ptotectlon. He was in the Aieociated 

Chmbere Commerce^ and he mint expteer the views of his Chamber 
even on qoestloas in which he might happen to be interested • 

Sir FURUSHOITAMDAS THAKURDAS said that he did not want 
to take part in the diacossion as he waa a Director of the Tata 
Company, but he must point out that he could not give up his right 
of expressing an opinion on the particular policy on which the Tariff 
Bill was based. 

Mr. CHAldANLAL stood for the establishment ol a healthy con* 
venffpOi 

Sir ALEXANDER MUDDIMAN made it clear that the procedure 
of the House of Commons was that such a point could not be raised 
ou the ground of order, but the motion could be moved after vodog 
had taken place, asking that certain votes be disallowed. 

Dr. GOUR said that the members, whether interested in Messrs. 
Tatas or not. had to discharge their duties to their constituents. 

Sir BASIL BLACKETT said that the present Bill was not a 
matter of direct pecuniary interest but a matter of State policy. It 
was a Goverjament Bill and the fact that it concerned the Tata Com- 
pany was only incidental. 

Mr. YAKUB and Pandit MALAVIYA opposed Mr. Jinnah's objed* 
tion. The latter pointed out that the discussion of the objection 
would require separate consideration, and that he was sure that no 
one doubted that the members interested in Messrs. Tatas would not 
let their judgment be influducei by thsir parsmal interest. 

The PRESIDENT said that he could not uphold the objection of Mr. , 
Jinnah as the Bill was not a private measure but one involving a question * 
of public policy. Morever, the House had already allowed members who 
are share-holders to sit on the Select Committee. 

The House then proceeded, after spending an hour and a quarter over 
this discussion, to consider the amendments ol Mr. Doraitwamy Iyengar 
and Mr. A. N. Datt which were ruled out. The discussion centred 
round the proposal of Mr, Archarya that Government before imposing 
offsetting duties should cosalt the Tariff Board. Sir Charles lones and 
Sir Basil Blackett promised that the Tariff Board had not yet been 
given statutory recognition, that the Government intended to consult 
the Board before imposing off-setting duties, but that the reserve power 
to act quickly was essential in the circumstances of the case. 

Mr. JINNAH characterised the amendment as futiie, and it wai 
rejected. 

Mr, RAMA AlYANGAR moved an amendment making it lawlul 
for the Government to constitute a Tariff Board consisting of one 
official and two non-officials. 

Pandit MALAVIYA and Mr. Rao supported the motion. 

Mr. ACHARYA pointed out that they wanted to give statutory 
recognition the Board. 

Sir Cbairles INNES said that the Tariff Board had been constituted 
^ teaqiMry basis to find out whether it would be needed as a 
permansM^ with enough work to do. He could not commit 
the -Giwt iitiilliiff jf.... til* Kceeptance of the ameadmeiit. 

Til. pc^otwl out that tb. amMdmeiit only mad. tlie 
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conftHbties cf live Eoird iiid iit^ btDg»tDfy. 

Sir Cbarles JNNES sald ^wt flieli iia woald obj^et ta <ba ioaertion 
of the eoablisg proviaioa. 

Sir Belli BLACKETT oppoeed the niotfcm becaoie it would prejudice 
the final deciiioo of the Gcwirntneut about the permanency and 
conilitution of the Board. 

The amendment waa put and negativedi 

An Exemption Propotai 

Mr. WILSON, repreicntative cf Ibe A&rodated Chambers of Coa;< 
meice, moved for the exemption from protective duties of constructional 
atd other atcel arriving be lore the first November, 1924, if the Collec- 
tor of Custema ia satufied that the contracta for them had been 
entered into before the publication of the Tatifi Board's report and 
definitely car-marked for rpecific ccnsttuctiona and not for ordinary 
sale by importers. Mr. Wilson aisd his supporters, Messrs. H. G. 
Cccke, Patel and Abul Kasim pcitted cut that ft was only fair that 
those contracts enteYed into when the report of the Tarifi Board was 
not known should be exempted; Moreover, there were contracts entered 
into before even the Board was constituted and the Government shculd 
not now penalise them. Mr. Wilson pointed out that his amendme^t 
excluded private as' well as municipal properties. 

Mr. PATEL argued that the Bill was for Protection and not for 
increasing revenue. He believe that the Government was going to 
realise more than double the rev^ue contemplated. There was therefore 
room for exeruption. 

Mr. JINNAH objected to the amendment on the ground that if 
the duties were now raised on goods for which contract was entered 
into say, in ig^i, it was only as an incidence of the contract item 
the consequences of which they could not escape. 

Sir Basil BLACKETT and Sir Charles INNES opposed the amend- 
meet as introducing a new principle in Customs methods, and mischievous 
in results. The Commerce Member dissented from Mr. Patel in the 
view that the Government would get double the revenue anticipated. 

The amendment of Mr. Wilson was rejected. 

The Case of Bombay 

Mr. PATEL'S amendment to exclude the Bombay Corporation 
orders in steel waa supported by Mr. Wilson, Mr. J, Mehta, and Mr. 
Dumasia. Mr. Jinnah opposed the amendment, as its acceptance would 
amount to asking the general taxpayer to pay eleven and half lakbs 
which the Boml»y Corporation could very well afford to pay. 

Pandit MOTILAL wanted the House to treat the Bill as a taxation 
measure and said that there was no case for exemption. 

The House rejected the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT ruled out of order the amendments of Mr. Mehti 
and Mr. Datta lor extending and limitiDg the operation of the Bid. 

The Hous^e then jose at 7-15 p.m. to meet again on the next t’ay 



4|i»it*94] THK tK&iBF BlIX 

The AijmiMyiiict acmQiiJKuie 4 tb to contiiiue (intlior diocui* 
Stott M tbe Tariff BiU. 

At Qoeiition Time. 


Quite ft IftJge nmiLber ef qontfone ha<l hetn Ub'cd legfttaUis the Rststtni 
Equity Cftonnitlftc. Sir Alexftnder Muddimftu refemd Mr. Jinufth, Mr, lUuiiftchftiuira 
Kao ftud Ur, D. P. Siuhft who stked queetiou» ftboi9 it, to the ooumaniqno iseiUMi 
by the Government on the tnbiect. He said thst qoeiition fts to whetlier the 
witnesaee be cftUed for oral emniuntion end ae to whether the enquiry be lie'd 
in fnblic, were mattera to be determined by the Committee iteef. He was iii>t 
prepfupcd yet to ftnnounoc the penounel, Bepying to Mr. Bftngfteiiftmi Iyengar the 
Home Member eaui that he ccu’d not promise that the memorandum prepan-d on 
the repmt of the Preliminary Committee pusided over by him wou'd be published. 
He thought that there would be no objection to supplying it to the members of 
the Lcfrtt'ature, but he wanted time to ^ive a final rep y. 

Answering to a quietion Sir AVxaniUc Muddimau announced that Sir Sivaewami 
Iyer Lad sint in a rcso ution about the Lcs Commission and ihx* Governmet t was 
givirg the Assembly baturt ay mxt to disiusH it. Mr. 1‘afH a^keti the Home Member his 
promised itatement about matteis miuiring uigent dee'sion by the Seoretary 
State. The Home Membei said that the iiat'ut on Sir Sivaswami related to prooeilure 
and m fact wanttcl Ooxeinmint n(»t to take actnoi till the Assemby had discustid 
ilK Jxqmit in Septembtv. He did not a out to anticipate his ii*p y on Satunlay. 
Mr. Fatei lepeatedly niged the Home Member to give the Assembly infoinm. 
ton about nigcnt ponds so that tlie mcnibetb lu.ght come pieiwrod with them. The 
Hohie Mimbtr uas fttrthc*r piti»kcd by Mr. Jmnnh and Mr. llangaswami Iyengar to 
i.dliere to his undertaking to the House to t-upp^ Hum with infotmallon on urgind 
|ointF. Sir Aicxandei Muddiman said that he ha<l ]mt ircei\ed Itdormatiou and had 
not had time even to rcatl it. He promised to inform the Houk* the next day. 


Belying to Mr, Duiuohand who drew tlie attention to the cnticism of the Jail 
admii iattsi ion made by Hr. Gandhi m his famouH aiLcis: **My Jail Kxperieuce*\ 
Sir Alexander Muddiman said that jail administiation was a provincial subject 
and that the Government did not proioFc to institute an cuquliy into the actions 
taken by the local Governments on the Jail (’(inimittee's iccomindatious. Kurthca 
picsKd in turn by Dr. Qour, Mr. D. P. Hiuha and Mr. Jiiinab the Home Member 
piosilsid to communicate the question asktd to the Ilomliay Government anil said 
that he would take time to get infoiniation fiom tlie heal Governments leganling 
ifiict given to the Jail Committee's recommendations. 

Replying to Mr, Ramachandia Uao's question the Home Member said that 
the Poll lax in Kenya which is paid by tveiy male *a(Iut othei- tliaii a ualivc reshlmt 
ii> Kenya has been levied since let of January' 1V28. The Government of India have 
taken no steps in the matter as the ordinance under which the tax is levied makes tlfs- 
enmination against Indiana They have i.o iutoriimtioii as to the uumlwr of Indians 
Sint to priiou for failure to pay the tax, 

Bir Alexander Muddiman repaying to Mr. DevaUi Fiasail Kmglds quest ion rt^gaiding 
Iho Cabiool Commiltoo on Initio sa d that the Cabinet Committee on Indian iiifairM is one 
oi scveial Cabinet Committees appointed by His Maiesty's Goveinnieut m acconiance with 
tlM> lecogniscil procedui'c to deal with matters of ourrenc dcjiartmental administration, 
huch committees for example liavc been appointed to deal with Home Affairs, Unemt/oy- 
meut. Housing etc. The composition of these committi^es is confideil to Members of the 
Cabinet with the occasional ad hoc incus on of other Ministers or officia'a The uw^m- 
bership it not disclosed unless for special reasons. The Cabinet so diieets their purposes 
and fttnethms of the more important sectionH ot administrative problems ami as occasion 
may require to report their coiic!o8ions to the Cabinet for final decision. The actibn 
mken by such committee is made pub ic by the cabinet alone aiul is not made public 
unless the CbbHiet so dirtets after taking final decision thereon. 

Sir B, N, Mitra who was the spokesniRii of Government to defend the 
dimissal of Mr, Bubba Rao . of the Postal Department cut a very sorry figure 
OKamst Bwarajist onslaught as to whether subscribing to non-co-operation news- 
t«pers, wearing o|f Khadi, and association with Non-Co-operators could constitute an 
offence. 8hr B. K. Mitra while admitting tliat these in themsqlves did not constitute 
oflenoo added Miat Government had put their interpretation whfio the House bras 
free to pni tts own. This made many members angry ami the President intervened 
•>**1 stopped a volley of supplementary questions. 
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DiCSCaSSlON (MI TAis^ Itt^ 

Ditcnatioii was tben resttmsd oa lun^MEidibeiits to the Steel Protection 
Bill. CUittie a being passed on ttie and. tbe House proceeded to deal 
With Clause 3. After n few amendments had been ruled oat of order, Mr. 
Patel's amendment for saf^uarding labour next came up lor oonsideratico, 
Mr. PATEL submitted that the protection of capital and labour must go 
together and that the tarifi Act of Australia contained provision about 
labour. 

The PRESIOENT ruled out Mr. Patel's amendment and did not allow 
Mr. Josbi to reinforce Mr. Patel's argument that tbe motion was in 
order.^ Tbit farther embittered the House but tbe next step of Sr 
Cbimanlal in stopping Pundit Ma'aviya ftom supporting Mr. Patel 
in pointing out that amendment for laying down that bounties shall 
be given only to those firms which possess at least two-thirds Indian 
ca|dtal made the House burst with indignation and Pandit Malav ya 
as their spok^.sraan recorded a protest against this arbitrary ruling. 
Pundit Motilal and the Home Member sa d the motion was in order. 
The President then yielded and theie followed a five hour's discussion 
on this vital question. 

Sir Charles iNNES informed the House that Government considera- 
tion of the legislation about UbDur unions and labour disputes was 
already in an advanced stage but he could not state the specific dale 
by which the Government would be ready with the Bill. 

Mr. JOSHl wanted 10 support Mr. Patel but the Pre^, dent ruled 
that none except the member proposing the amendment would be 
permitted to state Ids view The President ruled Mr. Patel's motion 
out of order being outside the scope on the Bill. 

Mr. PATEL was next called upon to explain why his next 
amendment for giving benefit of protection only to those concerns with 
at least two-thirds of the capital invested in India. Mr. Patel emphati- 
cally declared that the object of the Bill without limitation as proposed 
by him would be more to benefit the foreign capital than Indian. He 
regretted that the important consideration put by the Fiscal Comm s iuo 
for preventing foreign capital from reaping the fruits of protection had 
been ignored by tbe Taiifi Board. 

Pandit MALAVIYA rose to support Mr. Patel. 

The PRESIDENT said he had ruled that no one except the movir 
of an amendment should submit his explanation. 

Pandit MALAVIYa wanted to submit certain points asking tbe Presi- 
dent to reconsider his ruling. 

The PRESIDENT: -Order, Order. 

Pandit MALAVIYA: — Before you shut me out arbitrarily 1 want 
to submit reasons why you should reconsider your ruling, 

{Shouts of hooTt hear^ and oxcHemmu) 

Mr. JINNAH iuteiveoing explained that Pundit Malaviya wanted 
that the matter raised by Mr. Patel was of such vital importance that 
the President might be leased to show latitude and let other mcmbtis 
stddress the House. The PRESIDENT .—*• He did not put it that way.' 

^ Pandit MALAVIYA was then called upon to speak. He raid that 
Mr. Patel’s motion was quite in order and that a large number 
of members of the Assembly thought that if . they could not insert* a 
provision like the one proposed by Mr, Patel they would rather wrt-k 
the BiU (hear heat). He pointed out that the Overseas Trade Insurance 
Act passed by the House of Commoiit in 1920 ci^tained provisune 
• hat the benefit of the Act were not to be given to aliens but tn'y 
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tQ eoaipaoi^. potsespinK C^iiiial wad Btidah Dimtort. The 

iosertioo ol similiir provisioii io the Terifit Bill ooald not he Out ol 

ofder, 

pr. GOUR Bupporied Pundit Malavi^a. 

Sir Charles INNES drew attention to the standing order pceventinfl 
insertion of amendments foreign to the scope of the Bill. This pro* 
vi'ton, he said, was intended to prevent a popular House like the 
Assemhly from coming to vitil decisions without due consideration. 
Moreover, as protection proposed was for three years and as it wouid 
take five yeam for any s e^l work to be started, Mr« Patet’s amend- 
ment would be only a ufse^ess gesture He promisAi that the Governknent 
would take up sep irately the quest ton of secuiing substantial Indian 
capital in concerns getting State assistance. 

Pandit MOTlLAL NEHRU decined to believe that it would take 
5 years to manufacture steel. He agreed that question of Iml^ur 
was SO big that it requit etl separate legislation hut he thought that 
the safeguards about the capital were very desirable and quite in orrler 
because it proposed hni't the scepo of the Bill 

Alexander MUDDIMAN ventured to sug»;e^t that as Mr^ Patel's 
amendment proposed to limit the bill, it was in order whatever mi;ht 
be the merits of the proposals. He asked the President to give his 
decision on fbc point of order. 

Mr. JINN AH supported Sir Alexander's views. 

The PRESIDENT then climbed down and ruled Mr. Pate *8 motion 
in order amidst loud applause He however decH to recofisidfr 
his decision not to allow any discussion on the Lab :r question. 

To Exclude Foreigners. 

Mr. PATEL then moved that the words ** on being satisfied that, 
at least two* third 8 of the capital invested in the business concerned is 
Indian'* be nserted in Clause 3« 

The discussion was then initiated by Mr. PATEL who pointed out that 
protection would be fatal to the consumer without the provision that 
it shall extend only to Indian capital. Sir Sivaswamy Iyer began to 
find fault with the proposal. He wanted Govemmeat to examine the 
question as a whole and considered Mr. Patel's proposals as unaccepi* 
able because it laid down a definite piopurrion of ind^an capital. Mr. 
Ramachandra Rao and Mr. Jinnah abo fell into the trap that exclu- 
sion of foreign capital would mean virtual monopoly to Talas who, 
warned Sir Basil Blackett, would mercilessly extort an extravagant price 
from the Indian consumer m absence of competition. But these argn- 
tnents left the majority of non-official members unmoved. Pundit 
Malaviya put the position in a nut-shell. He said protection involved 
Weight on the Indian consumer, at.d should the consumer bear the 
weight to enable foreign capitalist to get dividends? As for the Tata 
monopoly Government could lay down the condition that proteciiou 
would be conditional upon efficient and economical running of the Tata 
Works. Sir Basil Blackett and Mr. Wilson warned that without 
^t>3rtign capital India coold not develop industrially. Pundit Malaviya 
replied^ that India had only filled the coflers of British people by psy- 
iffg inleieU for a century. Sir Basil retorted that lnd>a had also 
richer by using that capital. The Pundit was not to be brow? 
hcaten and effectively answered that only that portion of India had 
l^pcome rich which the Britisher was exploiting. The Finance Member 
^fd not dtare interrupt any more after that. 

Mr, JAMNADAS MEHTA put the position more frankly. He said : 
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*1 ffolM lo let lodliB lesMmfM t«f nett le be mortMed to foiebo 
eatpM^/^ ^ 

Mr. i;x>HOKARE earned Mr. Petd end drew ettaatloo to the 
•erioae deager ol foreign cefduliets exploitiag Indie wittdn the Teriff we i. 


Sir SlVASWAMi AtYER ex{»reieed foil eympetliy wit)i the motion 
under dlieeiiioii bat hed his donbts whether it wet the right way of 
deeUngwIth the dubiect. He pninted out that even the minority report 
of the PitCil Comatimion did not fix eny proportion about Indian capital 
end eakdd il .to would be wise without' proper consideration to fix arbi. 
trai^ diat the«^lndian capital mutt be at least two-thirdis. Why not 
fifty' per cent ? Moreover, all they could do now was to lay down that 
the grant of bounties should be given only to finni possessiug two- 
thirds Indian capital. They could not prevent any concern estabUshiog 
litseli and getting advantage of the tariffs, except by confining the Bm 
the Tatas but the discussion on the previous day had shown that the 
,1)111 was not meant for Tatas only and Vras part of a general policy of 
thd COvemment. He thought that the question deserved separate treat- 
ment dud if the Government gave an assurance that they would uoder- 
/thke legislation about securing a substantial share to the Indian capital 
*;he wou'd be satisfied. But if somethlug must be doqe theu he wv^uld 
prefer the alternative proposal of Mr. Patel that the grant oi Sta*e 
atsistance be regulated by terms to bs decided upon by the Assembly, 


(TA# Assmbly rosi at this stags for lunch») 

When the Assembly met after lunch, Mr, C. DORAISWAMY* IYENGAR 
was the first to speak. He had given notice of an amendment that any 
bounty that is payable under this Act shall be allowed only to those 
concerns the proprietors and directors of which were Indiana to the extent 
of at least three*iourth8 of their number and the chief control! mg and 
managing authority of which is entirely Indian. He did not move this 
amendment at that tage as he waited to see the fate of Mr. Patel's 
amendment. He gave hfs whole-hearted support to Mr. Patei's amend- 
iheat and said that his own amendment was in effect on the same 
pnnaple. Indeed he had the support ot nb less than Professor £. T. 
Bbab for the terms of bis own amendment and that fact, be thought, 
ought to silence those oppositionists to the amendment who still held 
that there were many difficulties to be faced before the Government 
could agree to a definite proportion of capital being Indian. 


What it indUm Capital? 

Mr. R. D, BELL (Secretary, Indian Fiscal Commissiou) agreed that 
India was poor. Assuming that there was enough capital in India, where 
was the confidence that it wonld be forthcomis^? Indeed when Tatas 
started their ooocera they bad to go out because there was no confi- 
dence among Indians in them. That being tbe case it was rather 

hard to gtipniate 'that a certain percentage of capital should be Indian. 
MorMver what was meant by Indian capital? Whether it meant capital 
in Indii or money belonging to indiaus only? This bad not b.en 

made dear. If' tbe amendment was to be passed it would only help 

Tatas and no' other sled industry in India* whereas the Bill was one 
of genera! applicabiUty* The scope of the Bill would tberetore be 
altered and' in fact the necessity ol recasting it would ati»e. Conu* 
deriug these insuperable difficulties he advised the House to reject the 
amendment ** 

Mr. M. K. ACHARYA said that these difficulties wecj meant to 
be oyercome and smsie means must be found by tbe talented member 
on the Treasury benbbie to solve' the difficulties. 
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thot^t, tpAt tlM^by they could mMteice the 
I ttgc» Ho .<ilioted the opinion of certein witnecM 

b^o Bonni; and boliav^ that there waa u real danger of 

fori^ eoneema plantiag themeel^es and lest this should happen he 
thof|glh^ it neoesiary to support the amendment. 

Slr^ N. MIXRA in m short (maiden) speech urged the House to 
accept W Charles Innes* aasurauee that the question of capital would 
be sepa<flMy considered. He said that the Tariff Board wisely avoided 
giving opbion on the question of eapital and that as pointed out by 
tbe Fupal Commlsaiooi * there was nothing to prevent the foreigner 
irom inveptiog his c^^ital /through an Indian iutermediary. 

Mr^> JOSHI said that^ tndtan labour had nothing to choose between 
Indian and European ca|iitiast The speaker’s nationalist sentiment 
would lead him to eupport solely such industrial pursuits as would 
condnee to the developo^t of the country, but if by thus, allowing 
no scope for choice the eountry was to go without industry he would 
rather consent to the choice than have no industry at all. Me therefore 
opposed the amendment. 


Mr. RA^MACHANDR^ RAO admitted that some check was desirable 
but tbe best way was to ask the Government to bring in a compre* 
bcnsive meastfre^ Mr. Patel’s ameadment he said involved tbe danger 
of making the Tatas monopolists tn the Indian steel market. 

Mr* J. MEHTA welcomed Mr. Patel’s amendment which hs sail 
was a barbed wire entanglement against foreign capital and held out 
the hope that Indian resources were going no longer to be mortgaged 
to the foreign exploiter. 

Mr. JINNAH warned the House that tho amendment would defeat 
the object the Houie had at heart. It would destroy tbe hopas of 
oaconragement of internal competition which was essential in tbe interest 
of the consumer. He appealed to the Government that their inten- 
tioDs were still suspected and that they should expedite legislation on 
the subject of capital. He was sure that tho House did not want to 
exclude companies already estiblshed in India wi*h foreign capital. 
(A Voice ‘^No”.) 

Sir BASIL BLACKETT said that the subject of prevention of foreign 
capital was one which could not usefu ly be tackled by way of 
amendment to a particular BUI. Tocre was no limit to the amount 
of capital that could be usefully expended iu India on devclopmcut. 
Ever since he came to India he had not observed any free flow of 
foreign capital into India. Indeed be bad heard some Swadeshi suggest- 
log that he should go to England for loan in order that he might 
not min the Bombay market. He had no desire to do so and trusted 
that Indian capital would readily come forward. One of the difii« 
culties of continuing even the Government’s present programme on 
capital development in India was tbe limitation of capital available 
in this country* He was very glad that this year they were able to 
avoid steilhsg loan. Their policy should be not to borrow in England, 
but in India* But foreign capita! was a danger only if it explu^ed 
^e resonroes of the country into which it came and at the mate 
time killed internal competition, preventing the establishment of iudi*' 
geuouf industries. Otherwise he maiotained that foreign capital was 

umnixed good. If without foreign capital the Industry of India 
was not devdoped then there would be nothing for the foreign capital^ 
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litt ^to 4 Mia away. Th« only {ostificatSoii foe a bill to protect steel 
iadTttstry muit be eocb that in the long tun' it would increase the 
national dividend of India. How could roey do that if they prevent- 
^ foreign capital coming to India. Thereby they would only reduce 
and not accelerate the progress of Industrial dev^opmeot* The result 
would be that Indian consumers would be at the tender mercy of 
one single iron steel company which, however entirely Indian it might 
be; would not and could not eventually reduce the price of steel, it 
would be therefore quite contrary to the whole spirit of the bill. At 
the sqjBie time Sir Basil Blackett asked the Assembly to accept thu 
assurance of Sir Charles Innes that legislation would be brought iu to 
secure Indian capital. On what particular date it wbuld be it was 
difficult to say this moment, but the Government would be ready to 
consider with a committee of the Legislature or in such form as wouiii 
appeal to the Assembly iu general the* whole of the difficult quesu n 
of foreign capital with a view to legislate, if necessary, by amendtnrnt 
of the Indian Companies Act The Finance Member therefore a ko[ 
the House to reject Mr. Patel’s amendment. 

Mr. WILSON thought that the amendment instead of fost^imi* 
tbe development of steel industry would undevelop it. He rt 

the amendmentf both on the ground of principle and practice. In 
practice it would be impossible to work it. If money was required for 
an ndustry they would have to go even to the devil (laughter) and the 
investor should have an open market. The Bill was a straight-forward Bill 
and the amendment, it accepted, would defeat the objects of tbe measure. 

Mr. OUMASIA said it would be an evil day if foreign capital 

was prevented from coming into India. Indian capital had already 

been tnkea away by currency legislation and now for the develop- 

ment of Indian industry they had to depend on foreign capital. 

Mr. PATEL would not exclude foreign capital, but he thought 
ihat there must be an .indigenous national control of whatever money 
came from outside. He advised tbe House to accept the amendment 
of Mr. Lohokare on the agenda that bounties should be given to 
those concerns which had a rupee oapital, had Indian directorate, and 
provided facilities f * Indian apprentices to be trained in their works. 

Pandit Madan Mohan MALAVIYA replying to tbe Finance Member's 
apeech remarked that if foreign cafntal had to come to India, England 
had become richer by getting interest for tbe past 75 to 100 years. 

Sir BASIL BLACKETT Is not India richer also? 

Pandit MALAViYA: — India is not richer for Indians but may 
become richer only for the purpose of Englishmen. He also complain- 
ed that huge cash balances were held in England which could very 
well be transferred to India to help Indian market. Pundit Malaviya 
suggested an amendment for securing a majority of Indian Directors 
and a major share of Indian capital but for excluding existing firms 
with non- Indian capital from such discrimination. He emphasised that 
tbe burden of protection was to fall on the consumer and that be 
could be called on to undertake that borden 10 enable foreign capital 
to exploit them. As for the bogey of Tata monopoly they could 
fellow Englsh Overseas Trade Insurance Act and lay down that pro-* 
tection was conditioned by a reasonable economy and efficiency on 
the part of the company receiving benefit. He pointed out that even 
if tbe Indian Companies Act were amended, there would be nothing ^ 
prevent tbe Companies registered under the EngliMi Company Act from 
<stabli8hing tbsmselves* He threatened wreckage of tbe Bill » toe 
Covemment did not accept some reasonable motion. 
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of Indiaa and lorelgii ' capital reqoired niott caiaful 
pre^dtloii w a large ntmiher of ameadmcniti showed that there 
wa* fio dear idea about it in the House. Mr. Phtel'i ameadnieiit 
was dot vQiily .nsdess. but also illog^qal because it would discriuimate 
agalust due form of protebtioa, ndbely bounty, and would not toodi 
those enijoying tariff duties on behall of the Government. He would 
only say that they were ptepared at once to take up the question in 
consulutlon with the Advisory Comhiittee attached to his depart^ 
meot. He warned the House that adoption of Mr. Patel's amendment 
would place the Government in a serious position and appealed to all 
modemte minded persons to support the Government in defeating the 
amendment 

Pt. Nehru's Amendment. 

Pundit MOTILAL NEHRU was the last non of&cUi to address the 
House*' He knew that if the Assembly insisted on M*'. Paters amend* 
ment, the Government would not accept it and the Bill woud be 
practically thrown out. It appeared that in this matter the noose 
was round the neck of the House and that further the string was in 
the hands of Sir Charles Innes (laughter) but he (Mr. Nehru) wanted 
that the Government should commit itself to the principle, .enunciated 
by the Hon'ble Mr. Chatterjee in the Fiscal Commission Report, 
namely, that no concession should be >;iven to any firms, except to such 
firm as had» the rupee capital and had a prop, rtion at any rate of 
Indian Directorates and allowed facilities to Indians for training in 
their works. If the Government urould recognise this principle which 
was indeed fiexblei then the distrust and the suspicion in the House 
woidd greatly disappear.*' 

He therefore moved in place of Mr. Patel's amendment the follow- 
ing amendment to the clause. — *' Provided that nothing in section 
lour shall apply to any company, firm or other pe son who starts the 
business of manufacture in sbcl rails, fi-^h plates or wagons, after the* 
passing ot this Act. except under such cundiiioos as to maintain the 
proportion of Indian capital and Indian element in the management 
as may be determined by the Governor-General-in-Council in cem- 
currence with the Indian Legislative Assembly. 

Sir Charles INNES said that be could not straight off agree to 
the amendment so suddenly put forward by Pundit Motilal Nehru. 
He wanted time to consider it before be could reply on behalf of the 
Government. He therefore moved that the debate be adjourned till 
the next day. . 

Sir Cbimanlal SETALVAD in adjourning the House till the next day 
pointed out that as there bad been full discussion on this question the 
Govt, would be allowed to reply next day as to how lar they were 
prepared to agrjee to Mr Nehru's suggestion and if it was not accepted 
the voting on'' the amendment would take place. 

The House then adjourned. 
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' Unaf HUBmmi IWlMi 

S; tile Jlwiiiriwn WI iBlIliitcd by Mii UOmjkL NKHRU who 

S ved ft» eneiidipeat embodying an oiduliaiiding nMi Goveinment 
Im down Ihat bonafles be giwted in Intme only to tbote com. 
panife vbidi register themselves with Rupee Capim a|id possess a 
propprticm of Indian Directors to be fined by Government. This was 
all rnoditji oonld get from Government and .idio seoocedcd in makiog 
the jCommerce Member agree to appoint an *iad hoe* committee elected by 
the House to examine the whole question oi foreign tapital. Mr. 
Patel was very much displeased with Uils oompromise. Pundit 
Malaviya also did not like it and many other Swarajiits were against 
leading it to Government's sweet wiU m jbe the proponkm of Indian 
disectors. But the majority of them« imdtsing that nothing could be 
done without Government Consent, agreed with Pnndit Motilal acd 
only seven joined Mr. Patel in loscording an opposition. 

Pondlt M 0 Tll 4 |||gl£HRU ihoved that Claote 5 be renumbered as 
Clame 6 and after TlfflBOttse 4 the following Claote be inserted 
' Notwitbstaildiiig anything contained in Section 3 or Section 4, no 
* bounty in respect 'of steel rails, tin plates or wagons shall be payable 
to or on behalf of any company, firm, or other person not already 
engaged at the commencement of this Act in the busifiess of manu- 
facturing anyone or other such articles, unless such company, firm or 
other person provides facilities to the satisfaction of tbe^ Governor- 
General in Council for the technical training of Indians in manufac- 
luting process involved in the business and in the case of a company 
nntfss— * 

*(a) it has been formed and registered under the Indian Com* 
paoies Act 1913. and 

'(b) it has a share capital the amount of whidi Is expressed in the 
memorandum of association in Rupees, and 

'(c) such proportion of the DirectorSf as the Govemor^General in 
Council has by general or special order prescribed in tills behalf, consists 
of Indians," 

Then followed a dlscnssion as given above after which the Pandit’s 
amendment was carded, only seven, indndfng Mr. Pistei, dissenting. 


Agricultural 

Captain HIRA SINGH then moved fbaemiision of protective duty on 
agricultural implements. He wgs suj^rted Mr. D. P. Sinba. Mr. 
Duni Chand and Mr. Docalawahii tyungsr. 

Sir Charles 1 NN£S pointed out that the Tarlfi Board had empha- 
sised that the weight of pcojteotive duty on agriculturists would oe 
negligible while the gmnt of fMrotectfon to Steel industry made it 
necessary to extend fnotection also to certain subaidiary industries to 
provide an outlet for Xatapmducis. ^ 

After farther dlscaasien tie PteiMeut took vote on the 
whether the item rataisf the du^ from 10 to 25% ^ 

certain agricultural imptemenls should remain part of the schedule p 
not. The House diviM and by 4$ votes against 37 reject^ 
to industry oouuemed with agdcultural implsments and making tne a > 
revert to lp%# 

Pandit Motilal ami some othei Swarajists remsdned 

T»|e adoption pH this smendmiiiit was the first defeat of the Go 
meat In respect of the variont iyiP|gion8« 





T/LRI^’.BUX' 

Tia PIstet. 

moved to restore protection to Tto-plates itiiieh tod 

.mm OriikA -m ^ m 


i i"wcTOon TO xni-piatea wnidi had 

I® Meet Committee on the main around of excesaiv# 
capita amendment was in efieet to increase the 

imiK)tt 40^ iiom tw-tb hfteen j^r cent. Tin-plates were us^ to 
many re^ofren^ots of the |ioor peopAe. ca wr 

Wij^ opposing the amendment said that a case had 

not W ^®;out to protection of the Tin-plate industry. He thought 

that Company was extravagant and had been over-capita- 
lised. Momover the company was under contract to supply si.ooo tons 

out of the 28,000 tons- of Its total produce to the Burma Oil Company 
at an nnisYOuiable rate. 

Sir SiVASWAllY lYEIt supporting Dr. Gour*s amendment said that 
the House most not take into consideration the only Tin-plate Company 
in India but must bear in mind any other company that might he 
started. ^ 


Sir CHARLES INN £S said that he had a soil corner lor Tin-plate 
iodosuy and if L)r. Gour had not brought forward this amendment he himself 
would have moved one to that effect. The only countries in the world 
which bad made success of the Tin-plate industry were England and the 
ITnited Smtes, and India had every chance to make it a success. 

Dr. Goty^s amendment was put and carried and the protective duty 
to Tin-p?ate restored. 


£xemptk>n for Burma. 

Mr. I^EMMING moved for the exclusion of Burma which, be said was 
unaokabui^ demanded by both the people and the Government of Burma. 
His province was very backward in respect of all development, whether 
of transport >*0*48 or iirigation and when the province had laid before 
It a progtamme of expansion the rise in price of steel as a result of. 
protect! >n would hamper that development. The proposal was however 
rejected. 


Changing the Preamble. 

Mr. CHAMANLAL had an amendment in his name proposing to change 
the preamble of the Bill, laying down *• in favour of nationalisation.** He 
anoounoed that Mr. R. Tata, with whom he had held conferences recently 
had authorised him to state that he (Hr. Tata) was quite prepared to give 
recognition tp the labour association at Jamshedpur and agree to the 
appointment of a conciliation board (Applause.) 

Sir ALEXANDEK MUDOIMAN interrupting pointed out that the 
preamble oould not be beyond the actual provisions of the Bill. 

The PRESIDENT ruled the motion of Mr. Cbamanlal out of order. 


•• Discriminating.** 

fh I IYENGAR moved an amendment to the effect 

Government must be one of 'unqualified protection* instead 
of -disjE^toting* prototion. 

IKNES opposed the amendment as the policy of discrimi- 
recommended by the Fiscal Commission, 
^ more than a year go, and agreed to by the Select 

fonif^^ BLACEJSTT urged the House not to indulge In any further 

over : a small and nnnecessary amendment when the 
was that adopted by the Assemb'y. The 

Br. IYER, in moving another aniendment* obi eeted to 
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the liiii9iia«e of SirBuil Blackett who had diaFocterised the diacuiitoQ on 
the prevtoua poiiit aa juoior wiangliDg. Mr. iyer'a present anendment was 
for an addition to the preamble to the efiect that the policy ol Governmeat 
most be one which should subordinate imperial interests and British 
interests to Indian interests. In explaioing his point of view Mr. lyer 
leferted to the past history ol Fiscal Policy and described it at pro-British 
and anti-Indian. 

The PRESIDENT asked the Member to leave the past aod talk of 
the present. Mr. Iyer retorted that it was difficult to separate the present 
irpm the past. 

Wheo Mr. lyer further developed his arguments for the addition 
ol the words be suggested, Sir Charles Innes on a point of order pointed 
out that there was nothing in the Bill which subordinated Indian Interests 
to imperial Inteiests. The amendment s^speared to him more as a political 
manifesto than a sober preamble to the Bill. Mr. iyer maintained that there 
was nothing in his amendment ofienuing against the Bill. The President 
ruled the amendment . out ol order. Alter other amendments had been 
ruled out of order the preamble to the Bill was agreed to without any 
change. 

THE BILL PASSED. 

Sir CHARLES INNES then moved that the Bill as amended be passed. 

Sir SIVASWAMY IYER congratulated Sir Charles Innes^ou the skill, 
ability and unfailing tact, humour and spirit of compromise he displayed iu 
piloting the measure which he (speaker) regarded aa marking an era m the 
history of British administration and in the economic hiatoiy ot Bntisti 
India. Pandit MALAVIYA, in endorsing Sir Sivaswami Aiyer's view». 
recapitulated the points he had raised during the discussions, espectady in 
regard to checking foreign capital from coming to India. The President 
objected to the Paodit'a recapitulation ot these points. At this stage Panditji 
insisted on having his say and maintained that he was in order. He believed 
he could not support the BUI as it was but in the hope that the Government 
would on some future occasion move in the desired direction, be agreed 
to the passage of the Bill. 

After a few more speeches, the BJl was finally passed. 

The *'SpUt** in the Swaraj Camp. 

'the Tariff Bill was the occasion of a bitter controversy within the 
Swarsj camp which seemed at one time to threaten a split, adroitly 
evaded by the sectional leaders, Lui uut so as to obliterate a line of 
cleavage which has since become very clear. On June 4th there 
according to previous arrangement, a preliminary discussion of Pi. 
Motilal's amendment in committee and the Govt, signified their inten- 
tion of accepting it with some minor aUerations. On June 5th, while 
the House was engaged with 'Questions & Answers,' Pt. Molilal was 
seen conferring with the Cornmerce Member, and this made the Swarajiht 
sus^cious. Mr. Platel referred to this matter during the discussion 
on Pt. Motilal'a compromise with bitter sarcasm and Pt. Malaviya ana 
other Swarajists also held a inild opposition to the idea oi leaving into 
the hands of Govt, to look alter Indian Intarest in the diiectora'es ot 
companies. Hardly had Pt. Motilal moved amendment, Mr 
roseand questioned its validity. It could not come until the 4 ^^ 
had been tHs^ied of, and &e Assembly was still at the 3rd clause. 
Mr. Jinoih hbsniil^ rea^^ Staiidi^ .Order to the effect that tne 

Chair could distulii the order Of tbo^nss^dm^ts at its discretion, ri. 
MotUal was thereuim allowed to complete snd Sir 

innes then supporM the ameiidmenk. finally voted, excep 
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1^; And tiaU*m«dOMi Swani}ltts» ip favopr of tbe ameiidaftttt^ 

best compcomiae tliat Pt. Mptilal could Mcurc wllhont 
jeopCtdliiiiK itee pMCge of the Bill. 

Before the Tariff DiscotBion. 

Wbett the House met on June 5th. the ueual one hour's inter- 
peilatioa was gone through. 

At Question Time. 

Sir Heniy MOHCBIBF BMITH replying to a question by Devaki Frasa^l Sinlui 
fegar^iiiig the amendments to the Ii^ian liegislative ruics or otlier Statutory ruloH 
saifl that the Undersecretary of Statens pronouncement was not in Die sense 
ffuggested by the member who has ap|iarent 1 y been misled by an inaccurate press 
report. The following is the actual text of the relevant part of the Under-Secie- 
taiy of State’s reply which has been communicated officlalJy to the Government 
of India. “The desirability oi consulting the Indian legislature before changes aiv 
made in these and other Statutory rules is always considered when the proposal 
change could suitably be made the subject of consultation.” This statement of fact 
is true. The Government of India are not prepareil to give any undertaking that 
hen^otward no changes in the Statutoiy rules relating to the Central legislature 
will be made without giving it an opportune ty for expressing opinion on the 
propose change. 

Replying to Mr. Sinha in. regard to the naturalisation of Indians in the United 
States Mr. EBAY said that the Government of India have moveil his Majesty's 
Government to take all diplomatic action possible towards alleviation of the resultant, 
haidships. Only one case of refusal of an actual application for naturalisation. 
The number •of past naturalisation afftcteil by the luling is of course large. 
The Supreme Court of the United States of America deliveietl its ruling 
on the 19th February 1928. The Government of India iirst heartl of an Indian 
i)cing refused naluralisatkn on the 21st February 1928. They atldimtd their Hrst letter 
to His Majesty’s Government on the subject on the 12th March 1928, exactly threi* 
weeks aft^ the delivery of judgment at Washington. 

The Lee Report— the Home Member's Statement 
Before the House proceeded to discuss the Tariff Bill, Sir Alexander 
Muddiman made his promised annouucement on the Lee Report. 

Regaidlng those important matters contained in the rccommentlations of the liCC Com- 
mission report which in the opinion of the Secretary of State was urgent, Sir Alexatuler 
stated that there was nothing this Government or the Assembly could do which would bind 
the Secretary d State in the exercise of his statutojy powers. Sir Alexander then drew 
attention to the recommendations relating to the ncruitmeut in the TransfermE 
tieUls and in the Central services. It might be necessary, he said, to [mss immediate 
oideis dealing with recruitment at any rate in individual cases falling under tlient; 
heads. Referring to items dealing with |my and [.eusions, the Home Member said, 
it was made clear by the Secretary of State on 20th May in the House of Com- 
mons that be intended to comply with ihe wish ca pressed by the Asstrabiy that 
no orders should be passed on these points without the report being discussed by 
the Legislature. The Secretaiy of State ngarded the lecommendatioii dealing with 
the case of Military offioers serving m political department as ujgeut. Rfcoromencla- 
tions dealing with the question of passages were umicr the consideration of the 
t^ecretaiy of State who must letain liberty of action in the matter. ReconimendationH 
18 to 80 were under examination by the B( Cl etaiy of htati*. Th^ refer to the Family 
1 ension Fund and indcpemleht acturial invistigatioii of the Iiuliau Civil Service Wmi\v 
I'enslon Fund .and the closing of the existing Pension Fund. The Home Member 
pointeci 4 ^^ all the information he could lay before the House. 

After Sir Alejmnder Muddiman bad made the statimeut of * urgent matteia 
contained in lee Commission’s report’, volleys of questions were iaise<l from all 
•sides of the House demanding further information. 

Mr. Chamik’al asked : Are we to understand that no action will be taken on 
the Bepoia until this House bad discussed the report ? 

Alegaiidor: I made a very definite announcement to the contrary, 

5 ^ Qhonmnlai-r Miqt I take it that beyond the ‘urgent matterr.* mentioned by 
Uie Hqnm action will be taken on any other part of the report? 





li^. it S. lie had 

not had aiy ai^^ieaiioa Ircmi m HooM 16 r a . except 

the one given (mtarday) for the BioUon ,gim aotioe 4^ by Bit Bivaewemi Iyer. 
If any other member of the Hohie viaiitea^^ m .give ni^^ rcsolntioai he wou:<i 
have 90 obi^ion. Df^ Goat aaked : What iromd be thr gmuaeial riaaite of the 
by Sir Ale^^ 

The Home Member mkl he coaM^ n^ make any irtatement at that time. 


l>r. GKmr fimher aeM Have yon reoeived ai^ reply to onr repnaentatiuu 
that no a^ioh ehonUi be taken by the Becretary of State withent previously 
coninlthig the LegielatnteB. 

Sia Alevandet ; The Secretary of State bae pointed out that he is committed 
to certain things ae 1 have already read. 


0;| June the Asgembly met (or a ghoft iitting to consider 
aome muior Billa 

Sir GhimaUl SETALVAP presided. The sitting was caacaraed with 
the codstderatioa ol the Indian Soldiers* LUi^tion Act Amendment Bd), 
and the Indian Stamp Act Amendment BUI as paaged by the Couacd 
•of State, the removal of Import duty on Sulphur and the circulation 
of Dr. Gour a BUI abput the Age of Consent* 


At Question Time. 

An hour was spent in interpellations. Bepiyhig to Mr. Meogyi Sir Basil B.ac- 
kett said that suggestion that the Issue of currency notes be left to* the Impsrini 
Bsmk was possiby premature but was one which would receive full ooaBidei-aTi<»ii. 
The general subject of bank rates and money sirinaency was engaging his cani'*hi 
attention. 

Messrs. Jcsbi and P« P. Sinba asked whether the revision of the Franchia^ uitli 
.a View to its extension to labour was examined 1 ^ the Muddiman Committee aiul 
whether it could come up before a new Committee. The Home Member rep ird 
that the revision of franchise would not bn considered, but the powers relatin': 
to Franchise would come under review when the new Committee met 

Mr. Ahmad Ail Khan asked : Will the Government be pleased to state if either 
of the undermentioned posts has been abolished as reocaamended by the liiciieaiie 
Committee, tar. the Bmident in Wasiristan, the Political Agent lor Wana. Mi. 
Dennis Bray replying said that neither posts has yet been abolished. The Indian 
Betivnohment Committee recommended that the question of abolition inWasiiiHian 
have settled down. The Government of India will give foil consideration lu this 
suggestion when the time comes. 

Sir BASIL BLACKETT tbeu mr ved Ibat the Bill amcBding the Stamp 
Act M paaaed by tbe Assembly be taken into consideration. The Bin 
mopoied to validate instrnmenta ipadequately atan^iNDd between 30th 
September 1913 and 1st January 19S4. 

Mr. DORAISWAMI lYEMGAMbad tabled an ameadment lor extending 
the period U<m Ht lanjaary to 1st July, but moved an extension till 
1st April wAich* he said, the Finance M»ber had agreed to. Sir Basil 
Bla^tt accepted the amendment becanep Yhe 
the^ time of the Hot^ (Langhtet). The Bih aoiciMed wag pamed. 

The BUI ajmeqdthg iadian Soldiera' JLiMigatloa Act ae passed by 
theCoiXhcU of SlAle wnc then agreed to. GaplA HM &)gh welc 
Ihp BiU ^ nrgod setrospective efieeb TW S promised 

later. . , 

sir IIQiES lOMvodi » to ol 

anty nk Ss^nr. Mr. RAMA 1 to WIMudmmt urgiaK 

that Mw eiditaf' #17' to S,#. iM ^ ti>e 

pahSc tototo #»«Nl 10. »s.toQ >to#Sy ihtoW m tohhto a* to u* 
indnstvy wbicA a^ tlite aidphno aaka ridh and dM Mit need any help* 



. . ..-■■Kv 'y.;-: ; 

yil^^ NEHRU «fif>porM miid gti4 

f»fit and 6460 U it did oot, It^Smild 
ootba^fi^ti^ted^ Sir CHARLES INNES oppotad tlie araaodment beeaute 

Iyengar was used by tea industry and 
also by ^iiir M The tea indnstry had its ups and downs, the 

ainenflhh^t. he said, was ungen^roos. 

The: ainendnient wan put and declared lost. 

Dr. <K)UR*S Bill lor raising the Age of Consent as amended by the 
Select CoiD^ wai then diciiUted for public opinion. 

The Boose thmi adjourned till the ^th June. 

The Lee R e p o r t . 

On June 9di. the Assembly met to discuss the Lee Report 

Mr. K. C. NEOGY was in the Chair, in the absence of Sir Chimanlal 
Setalvad. Attendance in the House was fu 1, the galleries being packed 
by the wives and friends of the European Service-men, and the pro- 
ceedings though lively at first soon settled down to forms! speecnes. 
pt. Motilal Nebru was abwnt through illness, and Mr. Jinnah and Mr. B. 
C. Pal had already left Simla. The debate in the afternoon came suddenly 
to a terminatioo, the House consenting to Mr. Venkatapathi Raju’s motion 
to adjourn further diaeussion till the September next. 

Sir Sivasgramy'd speech was coi^ent. short and weighty. He asked 
postponement of giving efiect to the Lee recommendations till the Assembly 
had considered them in the September session. Promises had repeatedly 
been made, both by the Governmsnt of India and by the Secretary 
of State in Parliament that the Assembly would be giveu an opportunity 
of disenssion before action was taken. That was a special session, and 
the report which was diiOBicult to digest had been sprung upon them. 

Pandit Midaviya’s amendment on behalf of the Nationalists, who 
bad come determined to vote down Sir Sivaswamy's motion and 
substitute for it Pt. Malaviya's, promised to evoke a warm debate, 
but the Home Member's early climb-down turned the scale on behalf 
of the Government. 

At Question Time 

Bep!ying to a question of Mr. Qaya Prasad Bingh as to whether any instructions 
iKsoed to local Oovemments in or about 19SI reganling' tlie steps to be taken to 
counteract the uioreinent for the boycottof foreign made cloth in Iniiia, the Home 
Member said that instruotions of a confidential nature were issueil regarding which 
he was not prepared to make any farther statement, 

Hcplying to a question Mr. M. K. Acharya, Mr. Hindley said that so far as 
tlie State Bailways were concerned, the number of appointments made in the 
Kagineeciug su<l Traffic , departments during were as follows :—(l| 

Engineering BepartoWm'^Rbi^li^s Muhammadans 2, Anglo-Indians 12. (2) StoiH*s 
y nhi^TyinigiiA Tifi 3, ItuUau Christian 1, and Anglo Indians 8.. 

No .1^ for Companies* lines was available. 

TH3£ O’DWYBB LIBEL SUIT 
Motion for Adjournment 

After vqmmiqn tiine, Mr. NEOGY, the Chairman, informed the House that he Itad 
^^ived notkw of e motion for the adjournment of the House from Mr. B. Das in 
the foHowdiig iqiat this Assonibly records it sense of disappointment anrt 

expreswis Hm at the judgment of Mr. Justice MoCardie in the 0*Dwyer 

hlil siiit^;egiiklit' vgtr ,Nair, in which His lA)rdship exonerates the oc^luot 

^ fiir Ml!ihesl;i 0*1^^ and Genwal Dyer for their mrt in the tragedy, 

for whjfsk pnnisheii by the ^retary w State for Imlia. * 
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Ifr* K<c» iftlvd the nMAlea oat of Mer. Uaddr Clanie 8 o£ Bale 12 
'icot'an iw iiajoaTiiiiient naft 'aoC deal with a siatt^ on whlob a Riolatio& oouu 
he moved. Ufider Bale no fteolotion could be moved in xegard to any matter 
which was cnder adindieatiou by a Court of law haviug Joriidiotioii in any nait 
of His Majesty's Dominions, and the judgment xefemd to in the notice of the 
motion was appealable, and therefore shontd 1 ^ be made the subject of a discussion 
in the Hoasc. Apart from that, under standing order 80, any Hon, Member must 
not, in bis spe^h, reflect upon the* conduct of any court of law in the exercise 
of hs judicial fnnotluns. Parliamentary practice in these matters was very cletinirr 
and no motion conid be moved in the House of Commons on the conduct of the' 
dodges of the Superior Courts of the United Singdom. Moreover, the primujv 
object* of a motion for adjournment was to draw the attention of the OoTcrnnuiit 
to a matter of urgent public importance so as to influence the decision oi the 
Government in an nrgent matter in regard to which a resolution with proper 
notice wou!d be too late. Buch was not the ease now. 

Mr. DAB ivpresented that while Bir Bankaran Kair could appeal againM 
the judgment, could the Becretary of State wppeal against itf He tnought that 
the Judge went beyond the point of reference before him, and had thereby roused 
the old Punjab sores. As an appeal bad not so far been made by the Secret aiv 
of State, the House had power to diecuss the subject. 

The Clair again ruled the motion out of order. 


SIB SIVABWAMT'8 RESOLUTION 

Sir SIVASWAMY IYER next moved his resolution;— 

‘This AfcsembJy itcommends to the Govemor-General-in-Council J;hat he will bt; 
pleased to convey to the Becretary of State the opinion of this House*- 

(1) That it is impossible for this House during this session to devote to the 
Lee Commit slon report which was published on the 27tb May the attention that it 
jf quins for a cnidul and tloiough examination of its proposa's in all thcii 
a^fKCts and bcnriigs and that for this impose it is abso:ote:y necessary to afford 
further lime to this House till the September Session. 

(2) That the mtd'val of three months asked for by the House of the coii> • 
flfrati«n of many impoitaot issues involved will neither' cause any hardship to tltf 
Bci'vices which will obtain any financial relief that may be eventually decided 
upon with effect from the 1st April 1224, nor affect public interest by| imiicding 
TtciuitmenlB for the Bervioes during the interval which may prboeeil on the existinu’ 
lines. 

<3) That any attempt to give (ffect to the recommendation of the Commission 
without giving any adequate tiine to this House and the country to foim an opinion 
upon the pnceiHlings of a far-reaching character with inevitable repurcusHioiis on 
Other dcpai-tments and Services is bound to be ivsented as exhibiting supreme 
disregard of Indian public opinion and to provoke feelings of widespread discontent.' 

Sir SIVASWAMY IYER said that the recommendatioDS of the 
report were of a wide and far reaching character. The House was under 
a serious disability because the conclusions were not all supported by the 
Commission with reason and the evidence before the Commission which 
could have led them to come to their dedsioni had not been published. 
A leading Anglo-Indian paper had gone to the extent of describing 
the Lee Report as a treaty between India and the Services. He strongly 
demuTred from this view. The report required careful examination tt 
the hand not only oi the Government of India but also of the Provincial 
Governments and Legislatuies. While some amount of financial relief to 
dm Services might be necessary, a difierence of opinion could reasonably 
l>e exited as to how much it should be» The estimate of the Lee 
Commission about the burden on the country was rough and did net 
take mto account some items oi reliei propmmd to be gianted. 

Sir Sivasmmy lyer*s next pdnt that the increase given to 
the bervicei* woifid the other departments and would prove 

inieclious. Already the Undex^^Cfevary ot State had told the House 
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of (SoBBUnu the Indian IliUtaty Onoera* pay and «Hae allomneea 
to the naAtnea omcoct were being contidetad and that he hoped to come 
to the booclnelon eoon about them. Consideriag that the MUitary Officers 
were greats in number than the Officers of the Civil Services, Uie result 
of this reidsion might involve a heavier burden than that of the Civil 
Services. There was thus the necessity lor a conscious and careful examina-^ 
tion of the report. 

Conttnoing, Sir Sivaswamy Iyer briefly objected to some detailed re- 
commendations, such as : home remittances, the invidious distinction between 
Indian and European officers, commutation of pension to the extent of one 
hall instead of one-third, house rent etc. He strongly opposed the 
proposal to keep the irrigation branch of the P* W. D. and the Forest 
services in all the provinces as reserv^. Speaking from his own administra- 
tive experience he had no hesitation in urging that the forest and 
irrigation branches shouM also be transferred. As for recruitment in 
'secnrity* services he wanted that the period for equalizing Indian and 
European element in the cadre should be shorter than that proposed 
by the Commission. He wanted to attain equality in lo instead of 
13 years, but this could only be achieved by stopping European recruit- 
ment. He welcomed the Commission's proposal to separate the 
Civil and Military Medical Services but he had the strongest objection 
to entrusting military work to the R. A. M. C. which was not open to 
Indians and mas responsible to the War Office and not to the Government of 
India. He approv^ of the proposal about the establishment of a Public 
Services Commission, In conclusion he warned against the unpopularity 
which an attempt to rush through decisions on vital questions would 
involve. (Applause) . 


Home Member's Statement. 

Sir ALEXANDER MUDDIMAN rose to make a statement of the Gov« 
ernment's attitude io the hope that it might shorten the discussion. • 
His speech was unwontedly conciliatory and sweet. He hastened to give a 
pledge to the House that no decision on the question of principle or policy 
would be given before the House discussed the Report in September. He 
emphasised that the Lee Report was not concerned with nlief to the 
Services alone. It had three bases, namely : proviocialisation, Indianisa- 
tion and r^ef to service. He agreed with Sir Sivaswamy that 
the recommendations were of great importance and of a far-reach- 
ing charact r. The Government of India wanted to know where they 
stood with regard to the Services and the important question of future 
lecruitment. He admitted that neither the House nor the Government 
had had sufficient time to consider the report and added : " 1 am 

prepared to give on behalf of the Govemment and also the Secretary 
of State a pledge that no decision on any questions of principle 
or policy shall be arrived at till the House has bad an opportunity 
in iu September session of examining this report (Applause) but on 
'lie undmstandiog that the House passes Sir Sivaswamy's resolution 
substantially In terms of that resolution.*' 

This meant that retrospective eflect be given to them as frfim 
>st A^ 1934, 

Pt. Malaviya’s Amendment. 

Pandit Malayiya then moved bis amendment to express the inability • 
oi the Honsh to ^e the report into consideration at present because: 

(1) The questkw / ^ cannot be sapponed when, on the alUimportant question 
^fl*Qeireritihen^^ accordance with the ilemand of the Assembiy in February 



^ tRfi UEGISCiltnrS oASSBHBLY (boia 

Iftiti mo MtifCMiwy mpofoao bM htm nmdOt and botb qveifeknia onght to be deter- 
fniaed ttmultoiieoiiviy $ 

(t) Amrdtog to the zoport o( the CommMoii itieif, the prepOMle in it ar*- 
iritolly jnter-dependenti and thezefoxe, wbeneyer they are mmiaed, they must be 
eKimined as a whole; 

(8) That in any caae, neither the 8eexttary of State nor the Goyeminent of 
India staou'd take action on the report until the Aiaembly has been given adf^1lat^ 
opportunity of dieonaeion. 

Pundit if ADAM MOHAN MALAVIYA In movliif bis atteudment said 
ilMt the two queetions of further daasifieatioa or eenricee end advance 
of the constitutional Goventmeut were inter-dependent on each other and 
that one could not be dealt with by disregarding the other. The Lee 
Commission had ignored the possibility of further extension of respon- 
slbii ty to be introduced in the Central Government and of further 
autonomy to be established in the provinces. If a further dassiiication 
of Services was made* it would becoide an obetade in the inclusion of 
snore subjects as tnnsferred. The Lee Commission did not give 
sufficient time and attention to the very important question of constitution 
which It had to deal with. Within a pencil of less than five months, the 
Commission had dealt with 1300 replies to their questionaire and ex- 
amined 411 witnesses. In the cas.* of all the previous Commissions 
several volumes of evidence were published but in the present case the 
publ cation ot evidence was withheld. 152 witnesses gave their evidence 
in camerai and if they wanted to influence public opinion with 
their views they ought to have had the courage to express them 10 
public. The evidence that had been recorded by the Commission 
would affect constitutional advance as the question of the services 
and that of the constitution of the Government were very dosely inter- 
mixed and the Secretary of State should be requested to publish the 
evidence of the 152 witnesses who had given their views in camera. 
They had no reason to justify the idea whether the evidence wa^t 
valuable or not. The report of the Commission had come in ratbci 
prematurely and the Services, which were the best paid in the world, 
and which had their emoluments raised only in 1919. could wait until 
the Government had had its report on the question of constitutional 
advance, and both the reports conld then be considered simultaneously. 

The House then rose for lunch. 

When the Assembly met after lunch. Mr. RANGASWAMY lYENGAK 
supporting Pandit Malaviya’s amendment . said that it was perfectly 

geimane that the Government should consider the Lee Commission’s 

leport only in the light of the resolution that was passed by the House 
in February last, asking for the estaUishment of Self-Government m 

India but also in the light of the enquiry that was now proceeding to 

investigate the defects in the working of the present coostiiution The 
House should not commit itself to any undertakings. The question that 
the allowances would have to be given with retrospective effect was 
one of finance and expenditure upon which the Government should not 
expect the House to be committed. Questions of constitutional import- 
auce were involved in the recommendationa of the Lee Commission. 
Fc# instance the que*«tion in regard to passage allowance was not 
metely a question of allowance but it sou^t to make a votable ite^ 
a non-votable one and to that extant attempted to take away the 
power of the House. In regard to control of expenditure similarly tne 
Comudsiion's proposal that appointmanta to ssrvices in the customs 
departments liiould ln futute bo made W the Secretary of State wouio 
deprive the HooiO of Its tight o# voting Certain items which would 
made non-votable. The question of appointment of the proposed fuduc 



^ iav<dyd « coutttntimal iMoe, At it wm aow 
pt;,^(|iii|4 fiia Pabhe Services Comaiasioa wheo coaatitated wonid only 
Otti nttii pawera which were oow veated in the SecreUry of Sttiia 
while tho contention of *e House had always been tiliat the Legisla* 
tore'* control over the Services ehonld be complete. The recom^nda- 
al Ilie commission should therefore be examined in the light of 
the principles of responsible Government on which alone provjociaiisation' 
and Indlsiiisation should be based and not on the most unsatisfactory 
constitutioh to the re-examination of which every body was agreed. 

Rat Bahadur RAJ KARA IN opposed Pandit Malaviya'a amendment 
and supported Sir Sivaswamy Iyer's resolution. He said that it was 
difficnlt to say how the 9 ue 8 tion 8 of Services and constitutional advance 
were inter-connected* Wnen the Lee Commission report would come up 
foT cfstideration agaiu iu September next* the House coulJ lay it down 
that the decisions arrived at by it on the recommendations of the 
Commisti<m would not prejudice the amendment which it might make 
iu future to the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Mr. PATEL said that part two of Sir Sivaswamy *s resolutiou agreeing 
to give retrospective effect was the price which the Home Member was 
asking the Assembly to pay for the postpDnement of the resolution. 
Pandit Malaviya had urged that the question could not be discussed apart 
from constitutional advance and the Secretary of State might be a reasonable 
man to agree to it. (Laughter). But there were some members of the 
Assembly like Ulmself who wanted to throw the report into the waste paper 
basket* Considering that the last Assembly had censured the appointment 
ot the Commission by passsing a motion of adjournment and had also 
rejected the grant for the Commission, the present Assembly whrcb 
claimed to be more representative than the last and had rejected the 
Finance BIU last March must take up au attitude consistent with its 
past actions* **You must take up a manly stand. 1 am grieved to 
find that this Assembly is going down. (Cries o( No, No). Facts are 
lacts* The only sensible thing to do is to do nothing witu the Report. 
There is the country which is not fully represented here and which 
will repudiate these proposals. There is the ludiau National Congress 
represeoting the country. (Laughter) You may laugh at it, but there 
it is. 1 beg of you not to piss the resolution now but let the whole 
matter stand over till September.’* 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether Mr* Patel would move for the ad- 
journment. 

Mr. PATEL; — ^No, 1 won't. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Patel’s opinion was that the report was fit only for the 
W. P. B., and he did not trouble himself about it but simply suggested 
a way out. 

Sir Puishothamdas THAKUROAS pleaded that in September the House 
should give its opinion oh the report on its merits as to whether the 
services were paid adequately or not irrespective of the questloo of 
coostitntional advance. If part two of Sir Sivaswamy Iyer's resolution 
was objected to similar objection could be taken to Pundit Miiaviya’s 
ameadmcnill committing the Assembly to a particular point of vieif 
consideri^^ the report. 

* A. asked whether the Home Member attached any importaoc 

to Paragimifa a of Sivaswamy’s resolution for giving retrospect! v 

to tt* 

Sir JjpliXASIDllR MUDDIMAN 1 do. Sir. 1 attach great import- 
*Bte to.ij^&iat it it the one eateguard that the Servicee have got. 



SS6 TRB UacniSIATtVB ASSEBI^ (Shtla 

Sir BASIL BLACKETt laid tiiat itwodd ba iHaeon tbe out of the 
Honie sot to attempt to |irejiidicetbeI^CoiMaMoaiUpoitbe&^ bad 
feadlL The Government of India imold mltfor thiea moothi as relief 
would be gives from lit April 1924. 

A member asked whether the Secretary of State had already 
decided to give effect to die report from lat April. 

FINANCE MEMBER :-^Ob* Ym. So 1 nadeistand. Cootisinng, the 
Fisance Memb^ hoped tibat the report would be oenddered os its merits, but 
if it was to wait tilb Swaraj was obtaised by Fabian methods and if 
three mooths were to be devoted to the asaiily action of throwing 
theVeport into waste paper basket, tiben obviously there was nothing for 
the Government of India but to treat this manly action in the same way 
as they treated their manlv action in Itoch last. Alter delivering this threat 
the vfl^nt knight was quidc to dimb down ** for the Services.** He was 
anxious that the Report be discussed on its merits alter careful conii- 
deration to find out in what res^t the recommendation may be accepted 
and in what respect that may be contravened. He therefore appealed 
to the House not to stultify the whole matter by accepting Pundit 
]i^laviya*8 resolution. He announced that he was authorised by the 
Home Member to say that the Government would have no objection 
to an adjournment of the discussion till September on the propositions 
before the House. 

Mr. RAJU thereupon moved an adjournment of the discussion. 

Mr. RAMACHANDRA RAO wanted the Home Member to move the 
Secretary of State to publish the evidence submitted before the Commission. 
The Home Member evaded the point, and pointed out that the House 
could not expect the evidence^ given by bankers, bnsiness-meD and 
others in confidence to bb diicloied. He would however consider tbe 
question of publication of a part of the evidence. Mr. Rao pointed out 
^at the House btd absolutely no material in support of the figures 
regarding tbe cost of living taken by the Commissioo* 

Dr, GOUR suggested that the associations and witnesses who gave 
evidence in private be asked wdieffier they had any olqectioa to the 
publicatton. The Home Member sfdd he would undertake the task. 

Pundit MALAVIYA hoped that an adjournment would give him 
opportunity to reply to the Finance Member's remarks in September. 

The motion for adjournment was then put to vote and carried by 
the House with only one dissentient voice. 

The Assembly then adjourned. 

On JUNE iiTH. the Assembly met again merely to bear that the 
Council of State had Msied the Tariff Bill. The comparative abseoce 
of supplementary queswos and ^the thinuese of the House cnsbled the 
Assembly to get through questions at record speed. Some feeble efforts 
were made to get informations from the Government but they gave 
onrt reives. Had tbe Government forbidden subscriptions to tbe Djtt 
Ftmd by officials ? Yes, was the Home Member*! ri^, but the circulsr 
waa confidential. On the Reforms Commttteoi be had nothing to ^0 
to previous answers. Regarding tbe Lee Comntelon's Report, the 
Assembly would have an opportunity of discuesion in September, 
in the meantime, the Government of India would oonaider tbe Rep^ 
and invite opinions from Local Govemments. Orders would be pa^ 
immediately after the September Seiidoa, em r i ii riee d the Home Ihmwi. 
The Secittary'e aWnmeement that the CouncST bf State had passed th 
Tariff Bill without amendment then btougbt the Session to a close. 



Hie Councfl of State. 

Hi* Miriffii of the Coaaeil ol State opened on the *7th^ 

liajr «^tii the new Prarident« the Hon. Mr. M. S. D. Butler In the chair. 

Beforau Bnqainr CoauBittee 

M <|aeatiaa tian the Han. Mr. CRERAR. replying to Sir Devnpteaad 
Saieadtiiiaii a egacd i ng the Reloma Enquiry Committee referred him 
to the aoliinawiqne iamd on the aahjeet on tiie iCth nnd syrd May. 
The mppoittttteftt of ttet Coomiltteae he emphatlseda wai nide by the 
Goveraor-Ceneiml in Oeaneile 

Answering n supp*eineiitery qaeetion ol Mr. Rasa Ali. the HOM£ 
SECIEBTARY stated that the app^tment of a Committee ol this nature 
did not require tAe sanction of the Secretary of State. 

Mr. RAZA ALI asked: Am 1 to understand that this sanction was 
not oMnineda 

Mr* CRERAR: If Mr. Rasa Ali means whether the formal official 
sanction ol the Secretary of State was obtained for the appointment 
of this Committee, then the answer is in the negative. 

Tribute to Sir A. Mukherjes 

Sir D. Pe «SARBADHiKARl then made a feeling reference to the 
sodden death of Sir Aihotosh Mnkberjee and the House expressed 
their sense ol loss which the President was asked to convey to the 
berieved family. 

Coinage Ameadmhnt Act 

The Secretary announced that the Governor-General had given bis 
assent to the Coinage Amendment Act and the Income-Tax Act. 

Lee Commi8idon*8 Report 

Mr. CRERAR then mads a brief atatement of the Government’s position 
regaiding the Lee Commission’s Report as a similar statement wgs 
made by tbs Bome Member in the Legislative Assembly. 

The Kdn. Mr. KARANDIKAR stated that the silence of the members 
at this time should not be taken as their acceptance of the report of 
the Cmnmission. Sir DEVAPRASAD stated that the Council of State 
should not he excluded from any debate that might arise on the 
recommendatiQns of the Report Mr. RAZA ALt emphasised that the 
Council was nbt bound to pot on record its consider^ opinion on ttfe 
various recommendations of the Report during this session. He took 
it that only an additional opportunity bad been afforded to them to 
discnsa the Report if they wanted to avail themselves of it. 

Mr. CRERAR pointed out tha^||jhe Government of India and the 
Secrete^ ol State were desttous ol-llitaiiiiog the views of the Legis- 
lature at as egrly a date as possibhi. It might be necessary for the 
bccretacy ol State to take dscmions on matters of urgency. The Secrs- 
ol Slate ^e Gbverament ol India were of opinion that, 
whatever laeasttees ol re li ef fecommended by the Commission might be 
Really ij^tionedii should have effect as recommended by the 

ft 

Sled Protection Bffl 

„ Sir HAMECRJi DADaBHOY then referred to the Steel Protecaon Bill. 
He undetfloM^ non-offidal moaon wonld be made in the Assembly 

for referciUte a Select Committee and Uiat the Govern 



Tim I 

iaefit vhoiitd^ In dll probably, aectpt the oMioii; If tiiet was so, be - 
Deqeetted the Preaident to dtomtatmljCdta to the Pieii^t of tiie Aasemblv 
it it was practicable that the nealbilfa of- tbia Council be associated 
with the Select Committee io that tiiere might be a joint Select 
* Cominittee* 

Sir MUHAMMAD SflAFt pointed out that the Bill ivas not before 
this House at present. Therefore no mbtiira of any kind could con- 
stitntionaliy be made in this Bouse lor relereoce to a Select Committee 
of the Bill which was only before tibe Legislative Assembly. The 
difficulty might be met if the uon-official members of this House could 
induce their non«pfficial friend of the other Hotise who was making 
the motion to propose a joint Select Comrbittee. ^ 

Indian Stamp Act 

Mr. A C. McWATTERS Finance Secretary, then moved for leave to 
introduce a Bill to provide for mddificationa of certain provisions of 
the Indian Stamp Act« 1899. 

Indian Soldiers* Litigation Act 

Mr. CRERAR, the Home Secretary, moved for leave to introduce 
the Bill to amend the Indian Soldiers* Litigation Act of 1891. 

On JUNE 4TH was held the second meeting of the special session 
of the Conncil of State. 

Colonies* Committee. • 

Sir NARASIMHA SARMA had to answer most of the interpella* 
tionsas they refened to the snt^ect of the Indians Overseas. Reply> 
iog to Mr. Raza Ali (on behalf of Mr. Karandikar). the Education 
Member said that the Colonies* Committee had' so far devoted themselves 
to the preliminary investigation of the question of restrictions on 
immigration into Kenya and wonld shortly make representations to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. The Government of India did not 
consider it necessary to add to the personnel of the Committee. The 
scheme of emigration put forwfird by Sir Joseph Nnnan and bis 
colleagues was still under consideration by the Standing Committee on 
Emigration, but it was not contemplated to consider the whole emigra* 
tion question or recast the Indian law on the point. 

Recent British Guiana Riots. 

Replying to Mr. Natesan on the recent riots in British Guiana, 

Sir NARASiMHA SARMA stated that the results of Equity instituted by 
the British Guiana Governrnent had not yet been communicated to the 
Goveinment. It was. therefore, not possible to give an authoritative 
version of the causes of the riot, but from inlonsiation so far avail* 
lable it appeared that there was a' strike of wimrf laborers io George 
Town on the sist March and On the following day there was disorder m 
the dty* The antboxities hav|||, restomd order prohibited assemblies 
and crowds in order to prevent^ iecvrrence ^ 

events of April ist prodn^ exdtaaient among the Indian laborers on 
the idantattona across the riv^. among whom there was evidently 
oome dissatisfaction with regard to wages. Thme vrie some trouble on 
April snd. but the situation was weli in hluid. On the 3^^* ^ 

Orowd composed mainly of IndimMi fodvi^ including men. 

women nhd children, marched in tatraids George 

They were stop]^ at the asked to 

• The authorities however ofier^ to let a depntatioo of five Indians 
and five Nejfrbee to enter the topm* rhe tt&m it 
would not dispibf^. The Riot Aok was read^ but evidently 
ellect, and die I^icb Were aritlulted" sticks. It 



IKTERP®UAtiO^$ 

tbai • crtwd hM alto collected ml Uie tear of tlie^ 
ilie tdw and fijidiog tbeOBteiees menaced both la Iroat aad b^ind» 
die Polide opened fire* ii Indiant and one Negro were killed mad t6 
ladiaat and five Negroes were wounded. Among the killed were tmo 
tromea mad one boy of 15. A Commimioii to enquire into and report 
oa the conditions of employment and rates of wages to stevedores* 
whadmen and other laborers engaged in the loading and unloading of 
V seels bad also been appointed. 

‘ Answering the suppiemenury questions raised by Mr. Natesan 

Sir B* N. SARM A admitted that there appeared to have been dis- 
•atislmctioD as to the inadequacy of wages and that this must have 
been one of the causes leading to the riots, it was true that the 

cost of passages from Britisii Guuna had become very high, but the 
Government of India could not agree to the statement of Mr. Natesan 
that the British Guiaod Government were contrary to ^e agreement 
in not providing facilities tor the repatriation of Indians. The Educa* 
boo Member further stated that the Government of India*! attenboo 
had not yet been drawn to the repot t in an English paper in the 
Colony that the Indian Associations theie are opposed to emigrattun 
from India because uf the recent riots, low wages* etc. 

Sir NARASIMHA SARMA stated to bir D. P. Sarvadhikari that the 

Goveinmtnt of India could not proceed with an enquiry into the 

wages and* other ccnditions in Bribjb Guiana unless they knew the 
result of the enquiiy alieady inabtuted ioto the cauaes of the riots 
by the Bxiiiah Guiana Government, The Government of India were 
not aware of any correspondence between the India Office and the 
Co:onial Office concerning Sir H, Lugard*8 acheme about the Kenya 
Uidblands. 

{Fur fulUr aecounit see th$ ^tctwi\ * Indians Overssas,*) 

Question of Reforms 

Mr. CKERAR* Home Secretary, in answer to Mr. Karandtkar, stat^ 
that the Governmtnt of India had not been asked by the Home 
Goveinment to see if the ii dian representatives could go to London to 
confer with the Government there on the question of Relorms. 

Tarifi Boards Report. 

Mr« CHADWICK stated that the Government of India did not pro- 
pose to lay on the table the correspondence that passed between them 
and the S^retary of State regaiding tbe Tarifi Board's Report 
Lee Commission's Report. 

Mr. CRERAR* in answer 10 Sir D. P. Sarvadhikari, said that 
the Government of India weie anxious to obtain the views of the 

isiature at the earliest possible date on tbe Lee Commission's 
Report. This woud give an opportunity for discussion if any member 
wotUd desiie to move a resolnttdh, 

Coogratulations 

Sir MPHAMMAD SMAFl ofiered tbe congratulations of tbe House 
to the; Preitoent on the disuncbon of Knighthi^ conferred on him. He 
also ^ngrattilaied the Rev. Mr. E. M. Macphaii on the honor C.I.E. and 
• ftlt pleased : that bis services to the cause of Indian education bad 
been appreciated in that signal manner. Both Sir Montagu Bub^ 
aiM ^Rev* Mr. . Macphail acknowledged the congratulabonB and thanked 
the Hoi^ 

Import Duty 00 Sulphur., 

Th# Hon; Mr. CHADWICK, Commerce SecreUry, then moved a reso- 
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HmTscMI Bawd 

iw <ke nmoval at tkw impart 4a^ «i ft^or l» Moptod. 

Tke motto to eoMM, tad to Boaw adjoanod. 

On JUBS dTtt to tmtiaem at to Cdmtdl of State aln tocoo- 
IhMd to ttoerto qaeMtoi tad tetog oa to toMe to 8te«I 
JPnteetieB B tt. at pawed hy to LosUltthre AwemMy. 

Qocttloiii ssi 4 AoiWift 

B^ytof <0 Lala Rtmeaiaa Du. to Hot. Mr. CHADWICK toed 
tot to Kliybor Beltway wu toteued to be oompletod ia October, 
lyed. ibit It wM hoped tot it ail^t be pomUiie to opea it for traffic 
earlier. The total eost of eoaatraetioa op to yotii Septober. 1924, wee 
Re. 1 4944.000. The Military Departmeot bad aot boras to total eost 
of to Railway. 

Mr. RAZA ALt ttod with refereoce to Lord OHeiet^ letter to 
Mr. Sintjfiifttirtie tecaotly {KiUithad in Hie papect, whethet any corres- 
poodefioa liad taken place between tbe Seeietary ol State and the 
Govenoaent of India ^entemplatifig tbe abolition of commnnal repre- 
sentation. and whether the Governnmc were aware that the publicatioo 
of the letter had created oonsidecaMe alarm among the eommunlties 
coocerned# and what steps were proposed to be taken to remove it. 

Mr. CRERAR (Home Secretary) replied : *No oorretpondence has taken 
place between the Secretary of Stale and the Government* of India, 
nor baVe the Government of India any reasons to suppose that any 
piopoaal for the abolition of communal representation is in contemplation. 
The Hon. Member has doubtless seen tbe report in Reuter's telegram 
of tbe statement made by tbe Secretary ol State in the House of Lords 
on tbe 30th instant to the effect that His Majesty's Government has 
not hitherto taken into consideration for a moment any modification 
of the question of commnnal representation. 1 may add that tbe 
Government of India have no intention whatever of railing the 
question. No representationt on the subject have been received by 
the Government of India, but they are aware that the publicatioo 
of the letter referred to has given rise to discontent and apprehen- 
sion which the statement now made sbooid completely allay." 


tHE TARIFF BILL 

The COUNCIL SECRETARY laid on the thble the STEEL PRO- 
TBSCtlON piLLp as passed by tbe Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. CHADWICK gave formal notice of his intention to move that 
tbe Bill be taken into consldeiatiun. li h was the wish of tbe Council 
that the BOl be taken into consideration at m eaRlet date than tbe 
usual liodt of three days* the Government woifld have no olqeotion. 

Dr. Dwarakanath Mitter* Sir Maoekjee Psdabboy, Mr. Sethna and 
a few others pointed out that at isnly three changes had been made lo 
the^Bill as onginally laid before Rie Assembly* and as the members 
of fke Council were more or lete acquainted with the nature of the 
CbangeSd tbe BM tt^t h$ lalM into ceaeldecatlaii tbeMct day (Satarda}). 
bntSir Umar Hayat Khah* SdUp Sir Arthur Froom. and Uls 
Ramsaian Das matotatoed that It would not tw cmsistent with the 
dignity of tUs Rons# that they should tmk thsough a most important; 
ptoee of l e gj Ra t ioBt 4 a oiew ol Hto diwsigesil views sspiemsd. 

. 9lr MUHAUMBD 88AFI anggrttod tot to boat coioae 
to reqoart to PtaaMant aot to aaipwd to rabt. bat to Mlo* 
oidiuiy nilw. Iba PiwUaat agtoid «ad adjoanad to Couocit tii> 
to 9tb. 



TftB.TARtFP BILL Mf 

^ ® tbe c^tadl of Slate took taito cmiidleialioa the 

Stod Pkotecite Ba*. pasted by the Legislative Aawnbly. There appeared 
oo the afeoda s 6 afttendmeots to the Steel PtotectloQ BUI. V of 
them beteg by Sir Devaprasad Sarvadhikari. all of which were withdiawn. 


Stamp Act Amendment Bill, 

Alter question time» Mr. McWATTBRS moved lot the acceptance of 
the Change made by the Assembly in the Stamp Act Amendment Bill 
The diange was in lespeet of the period of time whidi was extended 
forthdr by Uiiee months. Lata Ramsaran Das. ML Raza AU. and Dr. 
Dwatkanato Mitter supported the motion* the first two pointing out 
that when snch a motion was made in the Council It was opposed 
by the Government, and that it was only when the lower Ch£^ 
had eflected the change that tois House was asked to agree to it. 
However* they all supported the motion because it was helpful to 
those concerned, Mr, McWatters* motion was passed. 

The Steel Protection Bill. 


Mr. CHADWICK. Commerce Secretary, moved for the consIderatioD of 
the Steel Protection Bill. He traversed the main grounds covered by 
Sir Charles iunes in the Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. BELL, of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, strongly opposed 
the bill and criticised the Board and the Select Committee in unmeasured 
terms. He spoke on behalf of European Commerce and strongly oppwed 
Protection. «Sir Arthur Froom. however, of the Bombay Chamber of 
Ccmmefce. also lepresenting European Commerce, supported the Bill. 
Rev. Dr. Macphail* also opposed the Bill on the specious ground that 
the Indian poor will suffer, and said that be disliked giving so much 
power (lor Protection) to a bureanciatie Government t Another oppositioo 
came from Sir Umar Hayat Khan, as was natural, wheiever Indian 
interest was concerned, 

D. P. SARVADHiCARY then began to move his series of 
amendments which were all opposed partly by official and partly by. 
son*official members. They were however all withdrawn. 

Mr, DAWN (European. Burma) then moved that the Bill shall not 
apply to Burma. Mr. Vedamurtl (Nationalist. Burma) opposed it. and 
said that his province wanted It. Finally the Bill was passed, 

Bfil Passed Unaltered. 

Several apeakem congratulated Sir Charles Innes on the happy 
ending of an onerous task. Sir Maueckjl Dadabboy paid an eloquent 
personal tribute to Sir Charles Inues for the courageous stand he made 
against nttacka. He hoped the House wou^d give a warning to the 
Tatas lor putting their house in order and belie the fears that have 
been expressed about their management. He hoped that the Govern- 
ment would safeguard toe interests of the tax-payers. 

The Lee Report. 

Mr. CRERAR. Home Secretary, announced that the Government would 
aceepc Sir D, P, Sarvadkikari’s resolution of postponing the considera- 
tion of the Public Services Commission Report till toe Legislature had 
time to chnelder it in September. He assured the House that the 
Covtmmeiat would not give effect to any part of toe recommendations 
of toe 1 m OofMnlaslon Report, hut the Government would like to 
unake It* ctihar * that whenever toe recommendations were given effect to 
it W0UI4 be Iran April* 1924. With this reservation the Government 
^ould nsnepi tlie ranlution. If moved. • 

Sle D. F, SARVADHIKARI was patisfled with this ateofince* and 
witodiuiw toe tesolution. The House then adjourned to a day to be 
Mmonneed later* 



5931 ' tat liciSULTIva ttmu 

TIi€ Swarajist Split 

the Tarifi Bill, 9* haa alreidy beea t tatad; gave tiie to a difference 
cl opinion in the rankt of the Swarajisti tn tiie Assembly which 
threatened a split in the camp. This difficulty however was finally 
solved, and on the close oi the Assembly session Mr. N. C. KELKAR, Chief 
Whip of the Swaraj Party, issued a statement to the Press with a view to 
correct certain reports about the Swaraj ‘ Patty of toe Assembly and the 
action tsken by it *lMembers of the wty who were elected to the Select 
Committee of the Tariff Bill agreed to serve on the Committee in 
accordance with the unanimous decision oi the Execntive Committee of 
the Party. Technically, the Executive Committee had no power to 
permit members to serve on any Committee under the existing rules, but 
itt view of the recent developments and the joint manifesto of Mr. Das 
and Pandit Motilal Nehru, it wm generally understood that the rules 
in that respect required revision and alteration. The Executive Corn* 
mittee act^ in anticipation of the alterations which have now been 
made and recommended to the General Council for confirmation. 

Free Vote on Tariff Bill. 

'Having regard to the well-known diffesehces of opinion existing 
between eminent economists and in all the legislatures of the world on ibe 
question of Free Trade or Protection, it was decided at a meeting of the 
Nationalist Phriy, which consists of all Swarajist member^ and some 
independent Nationalist members of the Assembly, that the Tariff Bill 
should be discussed on noa*Party lines, every member being at liberty 
to support or oppose the Bill or any amendment thereof, according to his 
own independent judgment, it is thus clear that the diverse views 
expressed in the course oi the debates were not due to any split in the 
Party or breach of Party discipline, but the members, in expressing their 
own views and voting in support of them, were acting within their rights 
^nd in conformity with the decision of their Party. 

Motilal-Patel Differences. 

' The amendment proposed by Pandit Motilal Nehru to the amendment 
of Mr. V. J. Patel was previously apprqved by a majority of the Nationalist 
Patty, without, however, taking away the liberty of action originally given 
to members m this matter. A meeting oi the Phrty was duly notified 
to be held at the time and place when and whete official members were 
to discuss Pandit Motilal Nehru's amendment with him. Before meeting 
the official members, Pandit MotiW Ne.iu explained the position to the 
members of the Party, and took their authority to settle the amendment 
with the Government members on certain lines. The amendments fo 
settled were again put to the meeting of the I^rty, and approved by a 
majority, it was then proposed in the open House by Pandit Motilal 
Nehru and carried by an over-whdming majority of all Parties in the 
Ass* mbly. This procedure, so far from b^g contrary to the policy of 
the Swaraj Party, was in strict accordance with the principles laid down 
by the General Council of the Party in a resolution passed at Cocanada. 
under which the Leader of the Party was to put himseli in commu- 
nication with the Government, if necessary. In the present case, the 
principle of the amendmens waa accepted the 
discussion only referred to the details, which were eventually agreed to* 
by a majoiiiy oi the I^ty. There ie no rift or S|ilit in the Swaraj Pa«y 

of the Aseemli^, it etanda as nitited as ever^ the memheis having luii 

confidence in Ih^ Motihid Nidiru." 



in tbe Assembly. 

^ Pbiicy & Pftgwmuna. 

. “W-June sMion of (he Legidiitive 

^"""pSS^ * *tt“owi^«ooluttoi» to bo moved ^Sem. 

Pjpiiim N^ra gava notice to move that :— 

to the Govemor-Qenetal in Council to oonvmv ► 
Bit dovenmyt (toongh the Seoictory o( State (a) tw* Htow^oo^*' 

•***^* *® “• temlation <m“fuli BetpoMible OovewuMnt 
un the 18th h^tOa^, tV84. U' wholly ituuleqaate oud nneatiiihetory anti l» emuh.* 
tiolly f Ofbam that a ■ntatontiai oeoe^oe of the mtdStton 
meet the te<iijireiiienta of the attuatlon, and (b) that thit Hoate dlnooi.i«i iiaair 
frep <11 OotlTitieB of and repiewBtation by penont ant deDtttation”f^*T!^i!l*1 * 
uiy way moonfhtent with the toid wtomtioiT from India in 

Ko«oe wee ^ given of .^e foUowing remlutions to be moved by 
(be membjOT of the Swarajya Party at the Amembly reoommending-- 
(1) Beleote or prleoMm oonviotcd or umlcr-trial on political oUenoee. (21 L«rl». 
futioii at an earty tlate With a view to Introduce total (prohibition of liouoi* aiul 
iutdrioatihg tirugs witlnn 1 o<aL administmtionB, (Hithat local adminiBtiation?^th#fniiI 
, .he mep. forthwith to h«d-pinninVaiid hairwea^J 

10 relieve i^ployment, (4) to grant to local bodies the right to dctermine^te 
number and location of iiquor-Aope within their respective awes, (6)^ dwIimJ 
of h^^pnn and lia^-wovcn Khoddor in all coses in which Uoveniment dcpartm^s 
require me^rf c.oth, (7 that early steps be taken to amend the electlon^ulS S 
toe Ugislatiim As^bly a^ I^vincial Conncils so as u. remove disnoallHmtiOT 
to vote or stand lor election from persons convicted of political or otlier offencS 
fo any term of imprieonment. wenerR, 

Anothw nsolution of the Party for which notioe was given is; 
TUt, in view the raj^nst and bnmiliating treatment of Brit sh Indians in the 
'**wS!ff** *?** ,5?^*“** ’"'^****” *•** British Bmpne, this Assembly recommends tho 
prohibition to ^vemment departments of the use of all articles mode or manntoctured 
within tte British Empire, outside Indio, except in cases in which such anlclis 
munot be had in any other country. 


These of course could not be taken up during the short session 
of May as it was a special session convened to. pass the TraflBc tiOI 
alone, but they gave an idea of the future line of work of the Party 
in the Councils. The first resolution about the National Demand shows 
the steadfaotuess of the Party to pursue their demand for a Roniid 
lable Conference, and the second part which dissociated them 
from the Ssstri-Besantite Deputation to England shows how great 
the difference still lies between the Swar^iists and the Liberals. The 
other r^lUtions show that the Swar<,iists aim at carrying the Congress-flag 
into the Assembly, for they look more like Congress resolutions t^u 
snytMng iBpvnd in ^t August body heretofore. These are to bn dis- 
<^saed ^ .the September session of the Assembly which promises to be 
■■xire h^y^and than even the last Budget session. 

differenoes between the two leaders of the Swanuya 
"^y ill the Aseembly during the Tariff debate, namely, Messrs. Nehru 
and Padtl, MiougA exphined- away by the Chief Whip, Mr. Kelkar, 
”Pt pepj^ VOB the tip^toe of ezpeotfUiion of further split, and the 
line Mixed 1^ the Anglo-Indian press to sow the seeds of parfy * 
"l^naliilV The etetement of Mr. Kelkar was ridiculed as transparent bluff, 
etiilted tuidbuhtodly to be a confusion of aims of the party, but liefote 
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Imwl; ^ AiMmiAf SwAinjiM in, * coBferenoe and framed 

oefr and revised rules for their gi^nee in tlie light of new experiences 
gained and new 1km ' disbovered in the eourae ^ ^eir work. 

The fo&wini Ridea weie . pne^ at die meeting of the 
Assembly Swargjya Pnity heU at Simla on I3di June 1924. 

Whereas in view of recent developmentf in the political situation in India, auii 
a'.flp ot the (experience of work gained m the ditteient Legislative Conneils, it hatt 
bjoome iwcessaty to revise the rules governing the policy and programiae of the 
Hwaiajya Party in the Legislative Assembly, it is resolved that the following 
governing the members of the Party jn the L^islative Assembly be reeommende<l to 
the General Council oi ih» Hwarajya Party for confiiination.* 


Constitntion of the Party . 

1. The Bwarajya Party in the Assembly shall consist of:^ 

Members of the fiwarajya Party and others who have been elected to Ww 
Assemb y on the Swarajya J’arty ticket ; * 

(bi Mcmb.‘rs of the Assembly who though not originally elected on the Swarajyu 
Party ticket may hereafter subscribe to the policy and programme of the Party in 
the Assemb'y and agree ^ ab^e by these ru es, 

2. All mmbirs of the Party shall be bound by the rules made and instiue- 
tions issued for their g(nidance in the Assemb y by the General Council of liie 
Swarajya Party or such committee aS the General Council may appoint in that belia t. 

8. It shall be open to the Party to combine with other j^rties or members a 
the Assemb y, to form with them a bigger party to act in concert as one party 
either on all or specitied occasions as may bo agreed upon. 

4. No agreement or arrangement with any other parties or nsembers of 
Assembly or any such combination as is referr^ to in Rule 8 shall be made if it. 
contravenes any of these rules unless such agreement or arrangement is approval 
by not less than a three-fourth majority of the whole Swanyya Party in tuc 
Assembly. 

6. Notwithstaiuling any such combination as aforesaid the Swaraiya I'aity iu 
the Assembly fihall continue to function independently in all matters specially cod- 
Hieming it both inside and outside the Assembly. 

6. It shall be the constant aim and endeavour of the Party to secure tu'l 
satisf^tion of the National demand as set out in the resolution adopted by 

As embiy on the 18th February, 1224, and so long as no adequate respoase is iiia«lr 
by the Government to the said resolution, the Party shall continue to lesoit to » 
policy of obstraction in such form and manner as it may determine from limr 1 1 
time with or without the consent and co-operation of the other parties and nuniif th 
of the Assembly as circumstances may require, 

7. The Party shad in (larticuiar take necessary action to secure as I'ai 
l^ible 

(a) The rejection of the budgets and financial bids, 

(b) The rejection of ail new proiwsals or Legislative measures calculate* i u* 
increase, stiengthen, or consolidate the power of the bureaucracy, 

(c) The introduction and passing di bills or measures tending to mluce Hn' 
strength, power, and iiiftuence of the burcauemoy. 

(d) The introduction and passing of bills and measures for the itmova! jk'im 

the Statute Book of all lepressive ami other Jaws curtailing the civic aiul p^* 
rights of the people of India, , i 

^ It ^al) be the duty of the Party to promote the healthy growth of nati.ou. 
life by introducing bijs and measures calculated— 

{a) To help the constructive pi'ogramme of the Indian National Congress. 

(b) To advance the national, economic and commercial imercsta of the 
in all other respects ami to prevent the drain of public wca.th from Jiuba 
checking all activities leading to exploitation, . ■ 

(0) To establish haamonious w:atiQM8 between different i-accs and oommumiv 
i^bit% India, 

‘ ♦The GeW^l Council of the All-India Swarajya Party was to acet in ta 
by the Middle of August 11184. Proc^il^ lot this meeting will be given j 
next issue of the Quarterly, . ; , 



^ onfMitatloa it labour, agrioaltnr4l ami imiiiatrial, . ttwautimiit 

m »W* odjiwt the relatiom of landtorria and tenanto, and ^ oip;uitihta atot 

troricBMiii 

Memberahip and Organisation 

9. JIlMh inmb« tto narty shall pay a subaeription of Ka. M far the 
winter eeaehm o* tlw Assembly, Us. « for the aotomn session, and Us. |Q for 
any tpecial teaaeioii that may he held. 

Provided that in the cve&t ot a oombination with other (mnies or tmmberh hi 
as to form a bigger party to act in concert on all otMsasions, a part o.* the miiil 
>Qboorif»tion paid by any member not exceeding three-foarths shall be applied to the 
lAymcnit of the subscriptioil of the sad member to tlie combinol party ami thf 
halanoe shall be retained by the dwarajya Party. 

10. The Party shall have thj foaowing offle s bearers r A Leader, a Deputy 
JiCader, two Whips, two Sec etarics and a Treasur-r. The office. b jarers c cctoil at 
Delhi on the Slst January shall continue to ho d officj up to the cud of the cMisuing 
autumn session of the Assembly at the conclusion of which a iresh election of the 
office-bearers shall take place for such fuitlier period as the Party may determine. 

It. There shall bean Executive Coiuniittee of the Party consisting of the idfioe- 
liearers and 4 members elected by the Party every year. The Executive ( ’o umittee 
appointed at Delhi shall remain in office up to the end of the ensuing untomit 
<ftwion of the Assembly. 

12, The Party shall elect two members to act as an emergency committee with 
the L^er provided that if any one or both the members be absent, tiir Igeader 
or Dy, Leader in his absence shall consult any two members of the Executive 
(lommiitee. Provided further that in case both the Leatier ainl the Dy. Leader are 
absent, the Executive Oommittee shall function as the Emergency Committee to deal 
with all ui'griit questions that may miuire immediate <lccision. 

18, The Party shall appoint one or more t'ommitiecs to examine a' I motioas, 
umcmiments, or bills proposed to bo made or iutroduc*:Hl m tho Assembly by any 
niembor witii power to approve, mcklify or reject tht samt according as tucy tire in 
oceoitlanoe with or contrary to the programme and po.icy of the Party, 

14. The Executive Committee or the L«'ader of the Party may appoint any 
member or members to make a special ^tudy of any subject Coming up lor dis* 
cuss on in the Assembly and to preiwrc notes for the information of other inemlicrK. 

Offices and Membership of Committee of the Legislature • 

15. Eo member of the Party shall accept any office in Die gift of the Uoverti. 
ni«mt with or without salary or other miimuemlioii. 

16. The . I’arty may adopt one of its own members or any otlier member of 
the Assembly as a candidate for election to the office of tin; President of tim 
Assembly, when such office is thrown open to election and alto for t.he office of 
the Deputy President. No member of the Pany not so adopted shall seek e cctiori 
for any at the said offices 

17. Members of the Party may accept any appointment mode by the elected 
I'resklent of the Assembly to the pane! of Chairmen or other offices connected with 
tile T^slature- 

18. No member shall seek or accept nomination to any committee uppoiiiitNl by 
the (Yovernment or serve on any such committee ; J’rovided that the Party may for 
^liecial reaBons d^ide by a majority of three-fourths of the members present at a 
meeting to permit any member or members to s^rve on any particular 4Hmimitti^! 
aptiointed by the Government. 

18. Members of the Party arc eligible to seek election to Select CommitU\M aii«l 
departmental and other CommlttoeB, to be c>cte»l whoi.y or partly by the Asstmib y. 
Provideijji that no member shall sock election unless he has previously approvt^d 

i>y the Party or Executive Committee or the Emergency Committee or the Lcatler of 
the Party, 

. Pabty Mbbtinos. 

20. Qeueml meetings of the Party may be he!«l during the progress «t a 
legislative session as often as may be necessary. Provided that a general nujctliig 
shall be held on the requisition of not ices than 15 mcrabeiB, within 48 hours afidr 
the said xequisitibn, specifying c.early the motion to be made or the subject to be 
ditoUMsd, is banded to the feiecrctary. 
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ft, Thr Kxmtive CcwBittee iHM ttMt m often m Ht wMm mtstmxy. 

:»S. X«|iil«» of ttw notiOM or Inllo eomnittet ihi^ wm nt ieoit U hour^ 
Ufore ihc houi fi»xi for the tellot of inch motiont or lillU of whidi notice bav 
bom given by any member. It be tbe duty of ftie Seeretuy to notify t( 
the membeiB of the Committee conoemed tbe hour and place of tbe meeting ani! 
tbe boor which tbe ballot ia to take plaee, 

28. Tue quorum for a general meeting eball be 16 for tbe Ezeontivo Committcf 
meeting. 

24. Jf a duly notified general meeting oannot be held fof want of a quorutr 
and the meeting i« adjourned by a majority of tfaoee preient to any time not latei 
than 48 houis after tbe hour originally fixed| no qnomm aball be neoesftary for tbe 
adjourned meeting. 

26* No general meeting called on leqnisition ahall proooed to businem if less 
than onc-half of the requieitioniste are present. 

26. No member who has not paid hie snbsoription will be entitled tu takr 
part in or vote at any meeting of the Party or any of its committees. 

27. All notices of general meetings posted on tbe previous day or handed to 
members or left at their quarters at least 2 hours before the time fixed for tlu 
meeting shall be good and valid. 

PBOCGEOIKOS JK THE ASSEMBLY. 

28. Members are at liberty to exeieise tbe right of interpellation with a view 
to elicit information. 

29. A copy of all motions, amendments or bills proposed to be movi^l (.r 

intioduced in the Assembly by any member shall be delivered by him to tb« 
f^tcretary or other officer appointed in this behalf not later than 12 hours afin 
Totice of the same is given to the office of the Assembly. • 

80. No member shall ballot for or move any motion or amendment or l)ai!(»i 
for 01 * introduce any bill which has been disallowed by the motions or bills coni' 
inittee under llule 18 after being infoimed by the Secretary that such motion, 
amendment, or bill has been so disallowed. 

31. No motion for the adjournment of the business of the Assembly for tli« 
VUTpofce of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance shall be nni<i« 
by any member without the approval of the Executive Committee or the fCmeT|j(‘nc\ 
Committee. 

' 82. The following shall be treated as Party questions:— 

(a) All matters declared to be Party questions at a meeting of the Party or !>> 
the Executive Committee before the commenoement of the debate on such matteiK. 

(b) All matt CIS declared to be Paity questions by tbe Emergency Ccmniitter w. 
the day of the debate and at any stage tbi^f. 

83, No number shall be at liberty to vote on any Party question except ii; 
ficcoidance with the< instructions issued by the tiecretary, or the Whip of the 
who in such instructions shall specify the clause of Buie 32 under which tlu‘ 
question is to lie treated as Party question. 

84. In matters requiring prompt action on tbe spot wnich cannot be dealt witli 
at a meeting of the Party or of the Executive Committee or the Emergency ( om* 
mittee, the Leader rf the Party shall have the power to issue such instiucti' 

i^G may deem piopcr and all mtmbers shall follow such instructions. 

86. No memto shall take exception during the progress of proceedings in tlit 
Assembly to any Whip and written instructions issued by the Leader, and sitriud 
1:«y the Whip on any ground whatever, 

86. The Deputy Leader shall exercise all the functions of the Jicmler in il»' 
latter*s absence. 

Dispiplixtary Action, 

37, Any member who has acted contrary to tbe policy and programme and ih'* 
rules of the Party, or has deliberately disregarded any Whip or instructions 
by the Leader, and in his absence the Deputy Leader or the Whip, may be ^ 

fiora membership of the Party at a meeting attended by not less than bajf ti'r 
total nnmber of members, if so decided by a majority of thi-ee-fourths of tin 
Ifosriif, No such decision shall be made Igr the Party without reasonable notice ty 
sveh mtmber and witiout bearing any explanation which such member has to * 



Nationalistic Movements 

Mahatma Gandhi & the Congress 
Khilafat & Muslim League 


75(a) 




MsiHsitinst Osinclhi & tli6 Congress 

Since the unexpected advent of Mahatma Gandhi in tlie field 

political developments in the country have umlergone a renurkahle 
orientation, as the course of events recorded in the previous and the 
ouiTent issues of the REGISTER shows. After a \icriod of oonvaloscenoo in 
the Poona Hospital the Mahatma went lo Juhu on March lOth whore a s»>aaide 
residence near Andheri in the Rombay Presidency was fixed up for hnn 
l>y his friends. For some time after that Juhii became the rontro of 

political pilgrimage of Congressmen. Owing to iH)or health active 

participation in the political movements of the day was for him of 

the question, and for the next two months or so the Mahatma had lo 
restrain himself from public affairs and had to content himself with 
conversations with his political friends. After the montli of March Jnlui 
was crowded by the national leaders, the Swarajists and other Memlicrs of 
Councils, who came to consult the Mahatma about the Council entry »iuestion. 
It was some time before ho could make himself master of all the political 
<iuestions that have cropped up since his incarceration, and naturally 

people had to wait long for a lead or proiiouiicoment from him on any 

one of the vital (luostions then l>eforo the country. It was only in 
.lune last that the Mahatma came into the arena of political coiit.i‘t)verHy 
and by the end of the month formulated ami r.vrricd Uirou;;li the 
(‘oiifjrross Committoo his famous new creed of the Spinniin^ Wheel, Even 

in his convalescence, however, he could hardly restrain himself when news lu’ 
such awful happenings as the massacre of daito reached him. He at once 
issued his famous letter to the Akalis (quoted on p. 112 ) asking them 
to stop sending further dathas to daito. Of his further activities during 
this period may bo mentioned his communications on the poaitio?! o*f 

Indians Overseas as mentioned in our last issue, and, Irorii April last, 
his directing the Satyagraha movement in Vaikom. 

From April 3rd the Mahatma resumed the Editorship of the 
i'ou7i{/ Indi% and the Navajiwan, and in doing so intimated : “ I have no 

now programme. My faith in the old is just as Iniglit as ever, if not 
iujghtor indeed.'^ This he waiitcd to impress upon all those who came 
to visit him. The confcrorioo bctwooii M. (kindlii and llio Icador^j 
went on in respect of many ijvicstions chief amongst which wore 
'ntouohability and HindirMuslim unity.'’ The <ni\stion of (mmicil entry 
hud not till then been raised because Mr. U. H.is could i»ot. yet arrivo 
in liombay. The Council leaders tried to impress nporj liini the circunistances 
which lead them co enter the Councils. On April 3rd rvuidit Malaviya, who 
had come to Bombay in coiiiioctioii with the (?onferonce with M. Gandiu’, 
addressed a crowded meeting on “ The Issue Before H.s iii whicli Iuj jiistili >d 
the policy of obstruction in the Asscmlily as the rinly Toctljod any sell respecting 
individual could follow. On April 14 FaiiditlMotilal Ncliin, who had then been 
laying vvith M. Gandhi, addressed a crowded medi'ig in Ijornbay at. tho 
Marwadi Vidyalaya for nearly two hours on The !*«-! ' ic il Outlook. Bandit 
said that the fact that he was staying near M. ihiutWu had 
■riven fjg 0 groat deal of speculation. It was irue tliat; thcic had 

been an exchange of views between his Barty uud M. Gandhi, but ho 
"its not at liberty to make a proiiounccincnt as to whal- happened there, 
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BB they had come to no decision yet. He, however, assured the audience 
that they had neither embraced nor fought with each other yet. He 
then gave an account of what happened at the Assembly and the 
Legislative Councils (see p. 72). 

The Gaiidhi'Swarajist conference stood practically suspended owiu- 
to the delay in Mr. Das's arrival. By the middle of April all Swarajist 

leaders except Pandit Motilal Nehru had left Juhu, but wei'e expected to 

come back soon to resume their conversations which could not be taken 
up before the Hindu Muslim Leaders* conference which came off on tlu^ 
Sdrd April at Bombay had arrived at some decision. 

First Public Appearance. 

The first public appearance of the Mahatma was before a lar^o 
leathering at his residence at Juhu on the 18th May on the occasion 
of the celebration of Buddha Joyanti. "His speech on this occasion was 

an ii dex of the trend of his mind at this time ; how it was imi nod 

more with a faith in ^devine guidance than ever before. Speaking on thr 
life and teachings of Buddha the Mahatma said : 

“ Buddha did not give the world a new religion. He gave it a l ew 
interpretation. He taught Hinduism not to take but to give life. Tnw; 
sacrifice was not of others but of self.. Hinduifim resents any attack upon 
the Vedas. It regarded the new interpretation as such an attack. 

“ It has become the fashion now a days in some quarters to say that 
India’s downfall dates frpm here, the acceptance of Buddhas teachin^i.^ 
It is tantamount to saying that love and pity, if sufficiently practised: 
will degrade the world. In other woids, according to the critics, evil 
hhoulcl triumph in the end. It is my unalterable belief that India ha> 
lallen not because it accepted Gautama’s teachings, but because it failed 
to live up to it. The priests as ever sacrificed to prophets. The A'edii to 
be divine must be a living word ever growing, ever responding and evoi 
exiandiiig. Priests clung to the letter and missed the spirit. But wo 
need not despair. The reformation that Buddha attempted has not yet 
had a fair trial. Twentyfive hundred years are nothing in the life 
the world. If the evolution of form takes an aeon, why should wo expect 
w’onders in the evolution of thought and conduct? And yet the ago of 
miracles is not gone. As with individuals so with nations. 1 hold it to 
be perfectly possible for the masses to be suddenly con verted and uplifted 
Suddenness is only seeming. No one can say how far the heaven ba> 
l)een working. The most potent forces are unseen, even unfelt for lon^*. 
But they are working none the less surely. Religion to me is a living 
faith in the kupreino unseep force. That force has confounded before aid 
it is bound to confound us again. Buddha taught us to defy appearance- 
a!)d trust in the final triumph of truth and love. This was his matcli 
less gift to Hinduism and to the world. He taught us also how t(* 

ijet it because he lived what he taught. The best propaganda is 

jwimphleteoring but for each one of us to try to live the life w’e would 
have the world to live.” 

Meanwhile the Juhu consultations went on as Mr. Das had arrived 
By the middle of May it was known that M. Gandhi had^ placed 
Tidws on Council entry in writing before Messrs Das and Nehru. 
the 20th May the consultations came to an end and the historic state* 
jneiits to bo published by the parties were appix)ved. 



CMi&i'-Swimiiit. StMement 

^ Btaftemeut by Mlliatiiu Gandhi and that by ^ 

Bttrtaf on the qnestioii of Goauoil-entry by Congreaunen and the 
resulta ot Ao prolonged conference between M. Gandhi and the Swan^iac 
leadera wore ieiued to the public on May 32. The two ttatemente eet forth 
very the pontion of the two partieB. The Mahatma’s faith in the old 

N'G'^ prognmoe unshakena and the conference for a rapproche- 

ment on^ in substantial disagreement. Gandhi still believed in the 
efReacy of boycott but accepted the Delhi-Cocanada compromise and desir^ 
that the couptry should give a free hand to the Swan^'sts without prooee^ng 
to any futile discussion *about the merits of the two different views. 

The (olhming ia M. Gandhi’s Statement 

After having discatsed with tlie Swarajist friends the vexed question of entry 
into the Legis ative Asscmby amt the Counci, s by Conirressmen, 1 am sorry u» 
have to say that 1 have not been ab.e to see eye to rye with the Swarajists. 1 
nsBure the pnbiic that there has been no lack of wiUingness or effort on my pan 
to accept the Swarajist position. My task would be much simpler if I wou il 
itientify myself witli it. It can be no p.easure to me to oppose, even in thought, 
the most vaiued and respected .eader^ some of whom have made great sacritloes iii 
the cause of the country and who yield to no one in their love for the freeitoui 
of the Motherland. But in spite of my effort and willingm^ss, I have failed to btr 
couvinoed by their arguments. 

• Ko Mere Detail. 

Kor is the difference between them and myself one of mei'C detail. There is an 
honert and fundamental dlfferenci*. 1 retain the opinion tliat Council -entry is inoon- 
sibtent with Non-co-operation, as I conceive it. Nor is this difference a mere matter 
of interpretation of the word **Non-co operation,** but relates to the essential mtnta! 
attitudt resulting in different treatment of vital points. It is with reference to 
such mental altitude that the success or the failure of the Triple Boycott is to Ik; 
Judged, and not merely by a reference to the actual resu:tB attained. It is from 
that point of view that 1 say that to be out of the Legislative bodies is far more 
mlvantageons to the conntiy than to be in them. I have, however, failed to con- 
vince my Swarajist friends ; bnt I lecognise that so long as they think oUierwlse, 
their place is nndonbtediy in the Counci. s. It is the best for us all. 

It was hardly to be expected that the Sw'arajists cou!d be convinced by the 
arguments I advanced in the course of the conversations. There are many of them 
amongst the ablest, most experienced and honest patriots. They have not entered 
the LegisiatJve bodies without full deliberation and they must not be expected to 
retire from the position nntil experience lias convinced them of the futility of their 
methoda, 

A Settled Fact. 

The question, therefore, bcfoi'e the country fs not an examination ami distribu- 
tion of the merits of the Swarajist view and mine. The question Js : What is to 
be done now regarding- the CoCncil-entry as a settled fact? Are the non-co-opera- 
tois to keep up thi^ hCstility against the Swarajist method, or arc they to remain 
neutral and even he.' p wherever it is possible or consistent with their principles? 
The Delhi and Cuoanada Besolations have permitted .those CongreMnien who have no 
. conscientions scruples to enter the Councils and the Assembly, if they wanted to. 
In my opinloii, the Swarajists are therefore justiSed in entering the Legislative! 
bodies ssicl eiraeotfng peiileot neutiality on the part of the ** No-changcra ** They 
are also JusHIM in resorting to obstruction, because such was their policy and the 
Congress laid down no oonditions as to their entiy. 

If the of the Swarajists prospers ami the country benefits, such an ocular 

Memontiniiliik cannot but convince honest sceptics like me of our error, and I know 
the Swsia^^ to be patriotic enough to retrace their steps when experience has 
dis-ilieBkmed them. 1 would therefore be no party to pnttinig any obstacles in theia 
^’*y or to oarryiiijg on any propaganda against the 8wara]ists* entry into the Le- 
^latum actively help them in a project in which I do not 

•heiieiru llie the Delhi and Cocanada Re8o:oiions was to allow the 



iiit^ xitily ft tile lle^biiigi^ ** wM i(»m.m M a.£ 
lib^ : to ptHvoe ttwir ^egcMune is .^v OmcillBy mtleitm 
froarihim 


dffipety s l^w the Bwjini^nts fn i 
mtletteied b^ sny olwirnetioa 


if He weie bt tbe Conoeil. 


With reo^d to the method of woik is the Cfosseil^ 1 w thftt 1 woo’d 

estei a LegWtivO boi^i if Osiy I foand that 1 oosld at 'all iee it to adtsiitaoe 
If, therefoio, I estered the Comicils, 1 ihould, withosc foliowisg a general po icv 
of obetrndtioii, endeavosr to give ottengtb to the Coditfoetire Ptbgramsie of the 
CongiOM, 1 ehosld, therefoie, move reeoistiout reqsiiing the Ccntxal asd Provincial 
Oovernmente, at the caee niay be--^ 


(t) to make all their cloth parebaeea in hasd-epas and hand-troven khaddar ; 
(g) to impOle a prohibitive ds^ on foreign cjq^; and 
(8) to aboiieh the drink and ihe drag revenOe and at leaat oorrespondinely 
leduoe the army expenditure. ' 


If the Qovemment refneed to enforce tmoh zeBOlntiona when oarried in the 
Legifilatnree, I ehou.d invite them todi8BOlve«them and take the vote of .the electorate 
on the epeciiic point. If the Government would not diasolve I ttlion-d* resign aral 
prepare th^ country for Civil Diaobedieno^ 

When that ftaj^ is .reached, the Bwainjists will find me ready to work with 
and under them. My test of fitness for Civil Disobedience remains the same as before! 


Ko-Changers* Position. 

During the state of probation, I should advise the No'Chaugers not to worry 
about what the Swaraifsts are doing or saying and to prove their own faith by 

? roseooting the Coustmetive Programme with undivided energy andvConcentratioiL 
he Khaddar and the National schools are enough to occupy every available worker 
who bedeves in quiet, honest and undemonstrative work. Hindu-Muslim problem 
too will tax the best energy and i^ith of the workers. Tne No-changers (tau 
justify their opposition to Connoil-enti'y only by showing the resu.ts of their aiiplicu- 
tion through the Constructive Programme, even as the Pro-changers must justify 
their entry by rcsu.ta The No-ebangers are in one respect in an advautagt-ous 
position, for they can secure tbe co-operation of the Pro-changers. The latter have 
declared their faith in the Constructive Programme, but their contention is that, 
.by itself, the Constructive Programme cannot enable the oountiy to reach tlie goa'. 
In the prosecution however of the Constructive Programme outside the Lc^islatua's, 
all No-changers, Pro-changers and others can, if they will, work in union 
through their respective organisations, if necessary. 

This statement is incomplete without an examination of the working of the 
Congress organisation. I bold drastic and definite views in the matter, but 1 must, 
reserve their expression for a fntnre though ear.y occasion. 

And this ^expression’ was given in the A. 1. G. C. a month later. 


Messrs Das and Nehru 

In tAe statement issued by Messrs Das and Nehru on behalf of their 
party they stated that they remained unoonviuoed by the Mahatma’s argu' 
ments. They thought it to be their duty to saerifieS even non*oo*operatioii 
to serve the real interests of the counter, and Comocil-entry was quito 
oonsisteDt with non-oO’operation. They tWii pass pn to give a fresh outline 
of ^eir pro^cammer bo^ and outinds the I^giilatureBy and accepts 

the MahatmaV suggests to further ^e Constmetite Programme of the 
Congress.;'. 

The {o^wtng is die atstempnl pi Mr. C R. Das, hnd Pundi 
Modhd Ndkitt 

, We aie ebhged to Mahatma Gandhi for the trouble he has taken to di^cuM 
with «• the the qwith» t* . “!! 

iadebtefi ro ffii seeing an 

espy of ^ ettttemeat be bsi tssn^ eo the pTOia Tlw views «q«eM by him m 




8T4TfellENt tef 

lllg •! Wd th<NK! 6lllb(Klted ill tb6 PFQM ttAtOIIMMlt hAHS All teett 

cei<(yN M ^ with <»r8 AAd utteutioii dA« to hit grtftt peiw&Ality, but with all 
the letewttoe we eniertein f6t him anti hit opinions, we remain nnoonvinoed fey hie 

•5'.* to »»»«'»<* M*hatin* OhUKlhi of the MMWd. 
oM Of tte 8«»iwt PMMu rwarting OoonoU^tiy, We bil to undewtoiMitow 
«Msh OBtiy ^ bo wgaided M iwsoMiateat with the dootrim of non^^pattZ 
«t tbe Nhgpar Otmgreea -^oimiwioB 

aw y «y. -a>W»OTilfa»i .& mm a Matter of mmua oubtit that 0 / the dvtfeotim 0 / 

n*W WOtMOr </ A* bmaimbe ar/mmuu which ralos thu lift, w» eonotiuo h u Z 
e»r iff *» soafko «mm lun co-opmtiim $0 sm$ du not tnmsts of tht eowtiry. 

In oor view thi* principle ino'.odm iielf>reli»noe In s<l notivltict which nutko for 
the heolthy growth of the Ution and leeletano; M the bnreanoracy aait imiiciieH our 
progrota towanit Swara]. we are however anxious to en<l this fruit lets verbal 
aisoattion making it clear however that Council-cntiy is anti can be thoroughly 
coasiiAent with the prinoiple of noQ-oo*operation at we umleratand that principle to be* 

Resistance to Obstruction. 


We desire further to make it clear tnat we have not used in our programme 
the word < Obstruction' in the technical sense of Knglish ParliameuUry Uistory, 
Obstruction in that tense is impossible in sabordinaio and limited Legislative liodic^ 
such AS the Legislative Assembly and Provincial LcgiHiaturi>M uiuler the Reforma 
Act undoubtedly are. Poasib’y another word shoo d have been found to convey our 
meaning. We may state however that our position is really not so much of 
obstmotion in the Parliamentary sense as that of resistance to the obstruction p'aced 
in our path to Swata) by the bureaucratic Oovernmont. It is tliis resistance which 
we meant to imply when we used the word obstruction. This was clearly iudioateii 
in the way we detiiu*d and described non-co-operation in the preamble to the cou* 
ititution of the Hwaraj party. It is the removal of such bureaucratic obstniotioA 
which we feel we must emphasise. This is the policy which we have hiiheiio 
followed in' the Legislative bodies and it is this policy which must in future be 
more and more eifeotively directed to the varying nmls and problems of our 
national life. 

Here again we are anxious to end aU verbi' discussion as to whether this can 
be aptly described as a policy of ** Uniform, continuous and consistent obstruction.*' 
We are content to detail our po'icy and then leave it to our friends to give it a 
more appropriate name, should they to desire. 

In the light of this principle and policy we wonUl here state our Inturo 

programnui ol action wiihin and outside tho Logislaiive bodies • 

Within the Legislative bodies we must oontinue 

(1) To throw out budgets unless and until the system of Government is aitend 
in recognition of our rights or as a matter of sett.cmcnt between the i'arl lament 
and the people of this oountiy. In iustidcation of this step all that wc neol point 
out are a lew salient facts connected with tho Bmlget in the Central Government 
which are more or ku true* of provincial budgets a'so. Out ol a total of 481 

croies (exoludi&g Railways) only 16 crores arc votable. Further, out of tlic nonr 
votable amoimt, as much as 67 crores, i. e. mom than half the amount of the 
^iidget, are lor . military expenditure. It is thus clear that the p op e of tbm country 
have a right to vole only on less than 1*7 p. e. of the total amount of tho 
®odget, aid even the exercise of this Limited right is subject to the power of 
irstoration to the Gkivemor-Gencral. It is therefore clear that the peop'e have 
neither aoy foloe to the f timing of the Budget nor any control over those who 

flame it* have no power either over the raising of the revenue or its expen- 

ditnra On wm principle then, may wc .‘ask, it it our duty to pass such a 
aqd the responsibility of being a party to it 1 Wc have no doubt the 
support of mmn |sit*vespecting men in the country in holding, as wc do, that it is 
^ clear torow out such budget in all legislative liooiesi unless and until 

this vieious gyMn is cluuu^. 

<*) <mt all prop^for legislative enactments by whic^ the burMucrimy 

PtopooM to eoaiDllijble its power# It is conceivable that some good may inci<l6ntal1y 
wsult hram of such measures ; but we are clearly of oidn.on that iia 



^ ^ liit^ <)6ci^ It it i»lt« to t^ aie^fioe Jndi ]{tti<i 

beiiefitt mhtt Ihsa add an: toto to Hit powm U the ImxaRneiiiiqr wbl^ »ve ah^v 
imiittib!e. 

(8) To introdnoe all molutiimf, meaturet and billt wbicb am neoeiiary lor the 
bealtfay ^wth of our national Ule and the ocniieqneht dtoplaoeiiieiit of the hoieau. 
cra^« We heartily' accept the toggeitioiui made by Mahatma Qandhi in his state, 
taent and we think that the xetolntibna mentloiiM liy him in of the 

oonatmctirc programme of the Congiem ihoa!d omtainly be aooepted by the Swarai 
party. The principle of lelf-reiianoe and reaietanoe to the baieancfatio obetiuctioo 
nponr which we hare hitherto acted oaUa for their adoption, and if the constnictive 
arork of the Cougrem oomei within the principle d non-oOKiperation no less dl 
these reso.tttions although they represent constraotire activity within the liCgislativ 
bodim. 

(4) To follow a definite economic policy based on the same principle to prevent 
the drain pnbiic wea.th from India by checking all activities leading t(» 
exploitation. 

To make this policy effective we shonld-rtake and occnpy every place which j.s 
open to the members A the Central and Provincial Ijegialatnres by election. In out 
opinion wc should not only fill elective posts, but serve on every committct^ 
‘when it is possible to . invite the attention of the members of our party to tbih 
important question aiul we call upon them to decide this matter as soon as po6sib>. 

Policy Outside the Councils 

Our policy outside the Legislaiiye bodies should be as follows:— 

In the first place, we should give our whole-hearted support to the Const luctivi* 
programme of Mahatma Gandhi and work that programme unitedly through tin* 
Congress organisations. We are decidedly of opinion that our Coifticil work must 
necesssri y lose much of its strength without the backing of tlie outside Constructive 
work ; for it is not inside but outside the legislatures that we must look for tiic 
aanction without which the effective canying out of our Council policy is im{K)6sib:e. 
Indeed in the matter of constructive work, the mutual support of both inside ami 
outside activity must in our opinion give strengefa to the very sanctioin upon which 
we re y. In this connection we uuiiesitatingiy accept the suggestion of Mahatma 
Gandhi legarding Civil Disobedience, We can assure him that the moment wc find 
, that it is impossible to meet the selfish obstinacy of the Buieaucr^ witliout Civi; 
Disobedience we will retiiw from the Legislative bodies and help him to preiwrc the 
counciy for such Civil Disobedience if by that time the country has not already 
become prepared, and we will then unreserved.y p.ace oumelves under his guidamr 
nnd work through the Congress organisation under hie banner in order that wc 
xnay unitedly work out a substantial programme of Civil Disobedience. 

In the second place, we must supplement the work of the Congress by iielpin.^ 
labour and peasant organisations throughout the country. The problem of labour i^ 
always a diffiou.t problem to solve in every country but in India the difficulties 
are giTater. On the one hand we most find out a way of organisation by whicii 
w^e can prevent exploitation of labour by capitalists or by landlords, but on the 
other band we must be on our guard to see toat these very organisations may not 
theipselves be the source of oppretoion by nursing* extravagant and uiiVeaKouable 
demands. Labour undoubtedly require protection Imt so do Industrial enterprises. 
Our oi'ganisation must protect both from mqiilmtation and the Trade Union Congnss 
must be so organised as to be able to serve this useful purpose. We bold that in 
the long run the real interests of both and the country at large are identica'. 

* We feel happy that we have had this opportunity of putting our views Ujfon- 
the country side by side with Mahatma Qaimhi*s opinion, for we feel certain that 

the persuat will make it obvious, that nctwithstanding some differences of view therr 

is an abiding and tondamental unity amongst both parties of the Indian Nationa: 
Congppss. Both pariies feel the necessity of working the constructive programme 
whether witMn or outside the Leg^latlTe bod^ In this direction, we feel confident, 
lies the genu cf a Ifuitful allianoe l^ween UMatma Gandhi and the Swaraj party. 

Our ; joint effort in ' the same or different dliectima will f^^ a fitting answet 

to tile bureauciacy unwilling to raoug^lse the rights aild liberty ci the Imlum 
peopte, end vra e&ihfitieall^ asscri^^ work the 

4>b3ect^n the sam^ different » expotosed the detarmlnatioa Of the Indian 

Nation to bring -0' rirtt^e to a sneoesMuI issue. 





OH CCttIGSES$ OSGAMISATIOS 

^ M. Gandhi on Congrew Oigattiwiion 

The etotomeiit^ of the Mehatma ou the Council question was shortly 
iopovted hgr & manifesto on *H!])ongre8s Organisation” in which he expounded 
Us views on the organisation of tibie Congress executive so as to make 
it more eCicieut and effective. This principle, ruthlessly carried out till 
the A. L G. G. meeting on 28th June, and very obstinately persisted in 
by the Mahatma in the interval, gave rise to a turmoil in Cdngress 
polhaos as intense as the Das'Achariar controversy in 1928 and tore the 
country from one end to the other. Here is what M. Gandhi said 

It (the previous statement) is not complete without an examination, in the light 
4 >C my views, of the working of the Congress organtsation. The difEerenoo between 
the Swaraiists and myself is honest and vital. 1 believe that frank iH.M3oguition of 
honest dlmnences will accelerate the country's progress, as a patche<l up compromise 
designed to hide differences would have retarded it. Kat^li party is now free to give 
ttie fullest play to its views unhampered by any coiisuleration save that of common 
cause. It is, therefore, necessary to consider the way the Congress organisatioti is to 
he worked. 

Objects of Boycott. 

It is clear to me that it cannot be jointly worked just as Goverumeiit cannot be 
jointly and efficiently earned on by two parties with op|>o6ite view’s. 1 hold boycott 
irf titles, etc. to be abso.utely an integral part ot the Congress programme. Boycott 
lias two objec^ ftrst, to persuade those who bold tit'es, (*tc. to give them up ; 
hecondly. to keep the Congress pure from the Inliuenco of tli(» institutions boycotted. 
If the Itrst hod been immediately sucoessful we should have attained our goal at 
once, but the second is equally necessary if we are ever to reach our goal 
through the programme of non-violent Non-co-ojieration. For me boycott is na- 
tional so long as the Kationa! Congress enforces it in its own organisation. It 
cannot undermine the influence, glamour and prestige of Government institutions if 
It cannot be run without the presence in it of administrators, title-hoMers, lawyers, 
school-masters and councillors who lepresent, as it wcie, the vo'uiitary branch ot 
the Government administration. The idea zuuning behind the programme of Non-co-. 
tqieration was that if we con!d honestly, nou-vio!ently and successfully, work the 
OongiCbS organisation without such Influence, ami, nay, even iuspito of it, tliut fact 
by itself would be enough to give ns Swaraj. Our numerical suiieriorlty is so great 
that an effective boycott carried out by National organisation must make the 
Fougress an irresistible power. 

It follows therefore that the executive organisation of the C'ongress must not 
contain titled persons, Government sohool-mastcrs, piactisnig lawyers ami members oi 
JiCgis^ative bodies and persons who use foreign c’oth or CiOth manufactured even in 
oui mills and those who deal in such cloth. Hoch persons can become < Congressmen, 
hut cannot and should not become members of the executive orgauisatiuiiH. They 
can become delegates ami influence Congress resolutions, but unco the Congress policy 
IS flxed, those who do not believ in that policy sbou’d, in my opinion, staml out 
of the executive bodies. The All-India Congress Committp© and all local executive 
eommittees arc such bodies ami they shouhi oontaizi only those members who whole- 
heartedly believe in and aie prepared to carry out the jKilicy. 

Executive Organisations to lie Kept Pure. 

I am the author of the introduction into the Congress organisation of the system 
ol single tsanifemble votes, but experience lias shown that so far as the exi’cutive 
<>i’gauisiliiiip» are oonceroed, it cannot work. The idea that all opinions should b<* 
'cpresMsd on tbmc bodies must be abamloncnl if executive committees are to liecumo 
htslies for the par pose of cariying out Congress policy for the time being. One of 
^ must in^portant reasems why we have not been wholly successful is that members 
these eseeotive bodies have not believed even in the Congress oreed. I staml 
W'lieie I did when I wrote my impressions of the All-Imlia Congress Committee which ^ 
at Delhi soon after the BardoU resolutions were passed by the Working Com- 
mute©, I Ilf clearly as possible that many members, if not im’eod the 

J^lority, 4id not bellm in non-violence and truth as an int^ral pan of the 
toDgtdf otesd. They would not allow that < peaceful' meant * mm-vioient ', and that 



^ M. GAMDHra MANfrSSlO lASmABiD 

l«gitimftte meant Urothtal *. 1 icnow tkat today there ia more of l^lotent and notrath. 
ful apirit in ns than we had in Febraaiy lent. I would theiefora nine that those 
who do not believe in the five boycotts and noa-vioienoe and tmth »hoa:d resign 
from the Coogiess eicecDtive hoiks. That is why 1 have said in my stateraent on 
Council entry that the constructive programme should be worked by difiEeient parties 
through their respective organisations. 

What Swarajists should do. 

B^ievers, if there are any, in the five boycotts and non-violence and tiuiu 
have no organisation other than the Congress. The most natural thing in my opinion, 
therefore, is for Swarajists to work the constructive programme thiongh their own 
organisations. So far as 1 can see, their method of working mast be different fiom 
tiiat of boycotters. If they are to make Council entry snooessful, they mast devour 
the whole of their energy to that purpose and therefore th^ can help the coustruo- 
tivc programme by working it mainly throngh the Conncils and the Assembly. 1 
for one can be no party to a tug of war in which each party tries to capture ttii> 
Congress executive. That war may be without heat and bitterness at the forthcoming 
sessions in December. The Congress is a debating and legislative body. The |)er. 
manenc organisations are purely executive bodies to give effect to the resolutions oi 
the Congress. 1 am in desperate hurry. X believe implicitly in full and undiluted 
non-violent non-co-operation programme as passed by the Congress and no other. 
If 1 can get really non-violent and truthful workers who share my btlicf in tlir 
boycotts^ in the potency of Khaddar, in fiinda-Mnslim unity and in the remoral <» 
untouebability, I would again feel Swaraj coming to ns much quicker than m(ui. 
of us think possible. But if we wrangle on in the All-India Congress Committn: 
we can only discicdit and obstrnct each other. Each party hononrab^ and without 
jealousy and ill-will working separately (because they cannot do otherwise) can help 
one another. 

No Stagnation at any cost. 

1 trust that all members of the All-India Congress Committee will attend the 
forthcoming meeting. If we can discuss a plan of action in a calm manner without 
imputing motives and make the composition of the All-India Congress Comiuiitee 
homogeneous, we can do a tremendous amount of work daring the forthcoming six 
months, I would icsiiectfully invite each member to consider tor himself or hcrseif 
• where ; he or she is in respect of the programme. If they do not believe in Hit* 
programme as it is and in its capacity unaided to secarc ISwaraji and if thi^y realiy 
voice the feelings of their electors, I would not hesitate to advise the Committee 
oven to take the risk of revising and radically altering the programme in auiiciixi* 
tion of endorsement next year. No doubt for sucb a drastic change there must !»> 
a clearly made out case. Theit! must be real public opinion beliind it. Orantni 
these two conditions, I have no doubt that in spite of anything to the contrary in 
the constitution, it is the <luty of the All-India Congress Committee to reverse tiie 
Congress iiolicy at the risk of incurring condemnation and show useful and substan- 
tial work at the end of the year. Stagnation mast be avoided at all costs. 

In a further rejoinderi the Mahatma said: — 

Joint Control of Executives Deprecated. 

After I had finished the foregoing it was pointed out to me that it was |K>r 
sible that my views might tend to make the Swarajists appear weaker than or 
infei'ior to the No-changers in the estimation of the masses. Nothing can be further 
fiom my thought than any such idea. There is no question of quality. It is puiTiy 
a question of temperamental differences. I have written simply with an eye toih« 
tffectivc working of the Congress executives. That working is possible on y if 
executives are run only by one party. If the Swarajist view is more popular tn.r 
executive bodies should be solely in their « hands. The Oongvess must always rcpresi*ii 
the popular view whatever it may be, whether good or bad, and it is the **“*7!i 
those who hold contraiy views, not ncceeaarily weak or inferior, to stand out and wo 
on the popular mind from outside. The No-ebangers will be belying their trust it 
, regard pro-ohangers asin any way inferior to them by reason of their holding ’ 

views. It has been further pointed out to me that in arguing for 
of the executives I am departing from the spirit, if not the letter, of the * 

tion, reaffirmed at Cocanada. I have read both resolutions catefully. In my • , 

Delhi resolution, and more specially the Cocanada resolution, does not contemplate tne 1 



'.iiilfi^ thi Tbe Coeana^ mblittioii Is nc^ a mere Mfflniiatimi baV^ 

maiiliaiiBeB tbe principle oC aon-TSolent noa-oo opeitUm. Bat even if my r^ing 
cf 1M Moluti^ inoorrect, my argummit remains nnimpaiml Mine is only an 
a^nloa to be accepted or rejected by the members of the A. 1. C. C. ai^ it is 
actuated by the Mle consideration of expeditions working. 1 feel that both the 
parties onn effectively help each other only if they work separately. 

Tl^a perfectly frank and clear statement, as is too often the case 
in lodia, was at once tamed into an engine of fiery controversy spouting 
forth abuse, insinuations and innuendoes, in the hands of the pro- 
changers end no-ohangers, the Liberals and Anglo-Indians, and the too 
many other interested parties into which the country is torn. The cry 
vras raised that the Swarajists were now to be hounded out of the 
Congress* that the Mahatma was again ''angling for a dictatorship, and 
in his /mighty hurry’ was again out after a chimera of “Swaraj in 
one year" as in 1921. The occasion was fully exploited by the Anglo- 
Indian journals to discredit the Swarajists, and, incidentally, to wean out 
their Moslem adherents by saying that the Mahatma and the Congress 
were going to oust the Swamjists. The militant no-changers of the 
Chauri-chaura school, who still rove about covertly preaching independence 
and violence, were besides themselves with joy at the apparent discomfiture 
of the Swarajists. The latter, the only dynamic figure in Indian politicsr 
were thrown into grave peril by a simultaneous attack from all sides, 
from the die-hards of the O'Dwyer type in England supported by the 
European and Anglo-Indian officials and non-ofiicials, and the Besant-Sastri 

group of Moderates, down to the rankest anti-Dasito no-changor. The 

Mahatma was charged with dividing the country, to the unbounded joy 
of its enemies, when all sections of Indians wore expectantly holding their 
breath to receive a lead of reunion between Hindus and Moslems and 

the numerous sects and creeds into which the roused political consciousness 
of the people were daily driving them. 

4 Qn the part of the Swarajists, they took objection to the 
statement of the Mahatma that non-co-operation is a mnial attUudf, 

and the success or failure of a movement was to be judged by this 
mental attitude irrespective of the results achieved. With Gandhi Swarajya 
was a psychologioal problem irrespective of actual results, and it was 
this mental attitude which led him to eschew all resistance and ob* 
struction as lyiental violence and therefore to be avoided ns sin. To 
this the Swarajists had one answer ; to them Swarajya was mi a men- 
tal attitude but a concrete thing to be striven for and achieved and 
acquired, with or without noirco-operation if necessary. To attain their 
aim and 01 ^ tho Swarajists were prepared even to give up non-co- 

operation. Thm brought them within a measurable approximation to 
the Modmn non'^co-operators who have time and again declared that 
their faith refuses them to adopt non-violence at all times, and that 

npn-co-Qpeial^n with them was a matter of policy alone. 

The Swarajists felt it to be unfair that the Mahatma should have 

taken advantage of the high position and the magic power which people, 
in their fondness, invest him with. It was not necessary for him *to 
<^nsider the way the Congress organisation is to be worked.' Even a 
gutter-snipe knew that when he himself sots the ball rolling, like ati^ 
oxpert lowball player, it is bound to be kicked past the goal. Every 

of any Congress-man to propose reiorm in 
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^0 atiSm§tition, bat tiiere it » world of dittmoee btlwoen llahatma 
<Gtiidlti hiiatdf Mowing tlie tiorn and any otter letm man taldiig up the 
task. Hie eoteed and eortive terupuloni^ of tte Ma h afcma, it was takl, 
cannot do in politiot whidi never run in a ettMj^ line and which 
primarily oonoem themselyet with men at they are and not as they 
ought to be. All ttft heated oontroverty in tte papers^ however, made 
little imprettion on the Mttatmai and by the middle of June he landed 
himteU on tte only Mogioal conolution* to which earlier ttept inevitably 
led him. 

The Four Reeolutioiia 

On JUNE 19tt the Mahatma published the famous fotir resolutions 
which he proposed to move in the forthooming meeting of tte All-'India 
Congress Committee. They run as follows 

The Spinning Besolution 

''(0 In view of the fact that members of Congress organisations 
throughout the country have themselves hitherto neglected hand-spinning iw- 
spite of the fact that the spinning wheel and its product, hand-spun Khaddar, 
have been regained as indispensable for the establishment of Swarai, and 
although their acceptance has been regarded by the Congress a\ a necossai^ 
preliminary to civil disobedience, the A. I. G. C. resolves that all members 
of various representative Congress organisations shall, except when dis- 
abled by sickness o|r prevented by continuous travelling, regularly si)ii) 
for at least half an hour every day, and shall send to the Secret iry 
of the All-India Khadi Board at least ten tolas each of even and 
well-twisted yarn of a count not below ten, so os to reach him not 
later than the 15th day of each month— the first consigament to rca<'h 
the Secretary not later than the 15th day of August, 1924 and there 
after in regular monthly succession. Any member failing to send the 
prescribed quantity by the prescribed date shall be deemed to liavo 
vacated his office and such vacancy shall be filled in the usual manner, 
provided that the member vacating in the manner aforesaid shall not 
be eligible for re-election before the next general election for the members 
of the several organisations. 

Congress Executive 

*'(9) Inasmuch as complaints have been received that Provincial 
Secretaries and other members of the Congress organisations do not 
carry out instructions issued to them from time to time by officers duly 
authorised thereto, the A. I. C. C. hereby resolves that those in charge 
of matters referred to them failing to comply with the instructions oi 
the officers thereto appointed shall be deemed to have vacated their 
offices and the vacancy shall be filled in the usual manner, provided 
that the member thus vacating shall not be eligible for re-election till 
the next genersJ election. 

Election to Congress Ofiloes 

, **{8) In tte opinion of the A. I. CJ. C. it is desirable that the 

Congress electors Moot to various offioes in Congress organisations on^ 
those who in th«r persons cany out to tte full tte Con^ws cro 
and various Non-oo-bperation I'esduttons of tte Congress, including 
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five boyeotot namely of al! millmpun dothi Government Leer 0(mYte» 
SAoQle* Titlee and Legislative bodies* and the A. I. C. 0. hereby 
reives that members who do not believe in and do not in their 
own peteons carry oat the said boycott shall vacate their seats and 
that Acre should be fresh elections in respect of such seats* provided 
that if members vacating so choose* they may offer themselves for 
re’^dection. 

Gopinath Saha Sesolution 

“(4) The A. L C. C. regrets the murder of the late Mr. Day 
by the late Gopinath Saha and offers its condolences to ^e deceased’s 
family and though deeply sensible of the love* however misguided* of 
country prompting the murder* the A. I. C. C. strongly condemns th's 
and iSi such political murders and is emphatically of the opinion that 
all such acts are inconsistent with' the Congress creed and its resolution 
of non*v!olent non-co-operation* and is of the opinion that such acts retard 
progress towards Swarajya and interfere with the preparations for civil 
disobedience which* in the opinion of the A. 1. C. G.* is capable of 
evoking the purest sacrifice* but which can only bo offered in a perfectly 
peaceful atmosphere.” 

In introducing the above, the Mahatma wrote: *’At the present 
moment I seem to be doing the very thing I claim to wish to avoids 
namely dividing Congressmen and plunging the country into a contro- 
versy. I* however* assure the reader that it will not last long* at least 
so far as I am concerned.” 

He further said : But 1 do claim to bo a humble soldier. If the 
reader will not laugh at me, I do not mind tolling him that I can become 
also an efficient general on the usual torms. I must have soldiers who 
would obey and who have faith in themselves and in thoir Goneral and 
who will willingly oarry out instructions. My plan of action is always 
open and very definite. Certain well-defined couditions being fulfilled, it 
guarantees success. But what is a poor General to do when ho finds 
soldiers who subscribe to his conditions and yet do not carry thorn in 
their own persons and, may be, do not even believe in them t The re- 
solutions are designed to test the qualifications of soldiers.” 

After having said that he remained where ho stood in 1920 and that 
his faith in the years gone by had increased* the Mahatma said that if 
his employers also the same faith . 1 am theirs* body and soul. 

I have no faith in any other plan. I am therefore not available on any 
other terms* not because I am unwilling, but because I am unfit.” 

All the four resolutions, Mahatmap further explained, ** then constitute 
my application for employment as a Goneral and lay down my (iualifica- 
tions and limitations. Here there is no imposition of autocracy* no 
imposible demafid.” 

And Ae * application ’ for ‘Generalship’ came to bo considered in 
the famou^ Ahmedabad sitting of the All-India Congress Committee oa 
Mune 27tii last* as given in the following pages. 



The AD-lndia Congress G>mnut^^ 

AEUiDdBAD-^Um i7TS 1961 
At last the long-expected meeting of the All-India Congress Committee 
at Ahmedabad came and the historic proceedings began. On June 26th 
the Working Committee of the Coni^ess met at the Saiyagrahasram, 
Sabai^ati) mih M. Mahomed Ali in the chair, and considered the 
resolutions to be placed before the bigger House next day. The Mahatma’s 
four resolutions were taken into consideration, and without much discussion 
the committee accepted the first and fourth resolutions in toto, and made only 
slight verbal changes in the other two. These were accepted by the Mahatma 
himself. The Committee then drew up the programme for the next day. 

An Informal Conference 

' Next day instead of the All-India Congress Committee meeting at 
3 r. M.i as previously announced, an informal meeting of only A. 1. C. C. 
members was convened at the request of M. Gandhi in order to ascertain 
the feeling of the parties. Mr. Das opened the discussion by statirg 
that they would be playing info the bands of the country’s enemies if 
they did rot arrive at a reasonable understanding and let the Swarajists 
remain inside the Congress as one of its wings. He repeated Maulaiia 
Mahomed All’s statement that the informal meeting had been called at 
M. Gandhi’s desire. 

Eahu Bajerdra Prasad (Behar) and some other members asked that 
M. Gandhi should le requested to attend the meeting, but this could not 
be done. 

Some further discussion took place and the President appealed to 
the members to put their heads together and arrive at some workaMo 
solution in the iijterests of unity hased on differences, apparently refcrrii g 
to Mr. C. K. Das’s earlier remark that they should agree to differ. 

Speaking after Mohamed Ali, Messrs. Pattabhi Sitaramayya (Andhra) 
ai:d C. Bajagopalachari (Tamil Nadu) strongly objected to the Swarajist 
ideas adumbrated ly Mr, Das that Council entry should be treated as 
i.ecessaiy as a separate department of the Congress. Mr. Bajgopalachari 
specially urged the point that now that Mr. Gandhi had come back aid 
was once again free to led the movement to work out his prograranie, 
if they thought that his programe was not workable, they could give 
it up and adopt a new one. But he did not think it possible that m 
cempromise could be arrived at on tbe lines suggested. After Mr. Achari’s 
speech the meeting, terminated and the President announced that the 
A. I. C. C. would meet at 6-80 P. M. when M. Gandhi will be present 
and that questions could be then discussed on their merits and decided. 

The Swaraj Party then met to decide their attitude. 

In the evening when the main Committee met, Mr. Mahomed All opened, 
proceedings with a tribute to M. Gandhi. About this time the Mahatiiw 
eprtered amidst vociferous cheering of * Mahatma Gandhi-lp-jai, ’ in which 
Swarajists and all and sundry took part. Clad only in a loin cloth, with 
h ire, head and body covered with a white sheet, the Mahatma took his seat 
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in gitonc® ftiid liisoyos glowed with the fire of battle and coning triuiBiph. 
The items on the agenda were then taken up. The question of the 
Maharastra eleotionsi as decided by the House) showed which way the 
wind was blowing. The No*ohangers wei*e apparently strongs and the 
Pretident was inclined to be generous on their side. This gave a fore, 
taste to the Swarajists of coming events. 

The Mahatma was called upon to move his first resolution regarding 
compulsory spinning, and scarcely had he finished when up rose Pandit 
Motilal to a point of order. The Pandit s arguments had a tremen- 
dous effect upon the meeting. His main oontention was that the arbitrary 
nature of the resolutions was opposed to all notions of democracy. He 
relied upon the articles of the Congress constitution itself and urged that 
the resolutions curtailed the power of the electorate, and the A. I. C. C. 
had no right to assume the powers of the Congress. It was ultra tans. 

Mahatma Oandhi declared that he was not going beyond the oonatitutioii 
as the resolutions did not deprive the electors of their rights but only 
advised them to do certain things. After this speech from Mahatmaji it was 
thought that Mr. Mahomed Ali would give his ruling. But he chose the 
safer course and left this highly technical question to bo decided by the 
house. It qpme naturally to be a party vote and it was declared not to be 
ultra virts by 83 against 69 votes. 

At 7-30 P. M. Moul. Mahomed Ali desired to vacate the seat for his 
prayers and asked Pandit Motilal to take the chair. The latter refused on the 
ground that it was his own point of order that was under disoussioii. 
When Mr. Das was requested to occupy the chair, he was heard to say : 
“ How can you expect a man who is deemed to be unfit to be a member of 
the house to guide its deliberations !” The President then acljourned the 
house for ;ten minutes for prayers. 

',4 Mr. Sham Sunder Cbakravarti 

Theti^^ was a little breeze when Mr. Shamsundar Chakravarti rose to 
speak against the point of order. When he began his speech, Mr. Srish 
Chandra dt Daooa inquired of the President if Mr. Chakravarti was a member 
of the A. I. C. C. duly elected. He was returned from Burma .and not Bengal 
and was not U member of any primary body in that province. The Presi- 
dent was in a fix but he could not obviously enter into the question and 
he ruled that he was a properly elected member. Sham Babu tnumphantly 
opened his speech with the words, “ I have fought my way to recognition*' etc. 
Very wrathfully he declared that he had no connection with any Con- 
gress Committee of Bengal, and he typified in his own person the average 
iio-chanj^r in !&ngal. 

Butr the sequel was interesting. On the second day Sham Babu waw 
seen in the visitor s gallery and not sitting among the members. The 
President after formally opening the proceedings of the day declared that 
Mr. Shamsundar Chakravarti, of his own accord, had withdrawn from the 
A. I. C. C. as his right to be there was questioned, and as he himself felt 
doubtful of bis position! No doubt there was some higher influence 
at work overnight. 

The second day was the eventful day when the real battle was fought. 
The first three Fesolutions published in the papers were a little mo<lified 
by the Working Committee and were accepted by Mahatmaji. The alter-' 
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BtfoiM had eon^eraUy toaed them down. Mahatma Gandhi began the 
epinniDg reeolutioD in a remarkably frank speech. The day before the 
Mahatma while speaking on the point of oider raised by Pandit Kehm 
was straining to show that he was within the limits of the oonstitation. 
But this day he frankly declared that " I hare broken the constitution 
in these resolutions. A constitution is good so far as it gives you help. 
It should not be allowed to bring you down or to unman you. If 
we cannot bring Swa^ya, it bournes our sacred duty to over'ride 
and jay aside the constitution.’’ 

The speech was heard with ra|^ attention. It disclosed the great 
orator, the subtle logician, the taciioal lawyer, a strong party politician, 
and more than all, a * philosophic anarch’, as Mr. Sastri ciJIs him, of 
surpassing eminence. His wot& burned with genuine sincenty. 

Ft. Motilal Ndra’s Beply 

Pandit Motilal’s reply however shattered to pieces many of the 
arguments of the Mahatma. His humourous shafts dii^ected against 
Mahatmaji’s subtleties, of a trained lawyer in spite of his denunciation 
of that profession, hit the mark In right style. He dealt with the questions 
of the constitution and asked the house to remember the Mahatma's 
confession on that score. He declined to believe that Charkha alone and 
by itself would bring Swand* Turning to the no-ohangers he* asked them 
to put their hands on their hearts and honestly say if they b6lie\cd 
in it when M. Gandhi was in jail. Where had it gone all those da>R^ 
The resolutions were a loaded pistol and he would not spin even an 
inch if forced in that way. He asked the members not to forget theii 
manliness and vote according to their own conscience and not accoicliiu 
to the Mahatma”s conscience. This last piece of advice was an eye-opeiici 
to many who looked dazed at the Pandit’s glowing face. 

On behalf of the Swarajya Party Ft. Nehru then read out a statement in 
which their faith in the constructive programme was reiterated but it was a]b( 
observed that they did not believe that by itself and without any otbci 
activity it could lead to Swand* They tried to make peace even b} 
offering eittra powers to M. Gandhi but as the Mahatma was out to drive the 
Swaridists away, they had also to fight on. The statement concluded b> 
observing that ** the Congress belongs as much to us as to the opposite 
paity. We will not, if we can help it, allow its constitution to be 
changed at the caprice of a narrow medority whenever it may think 
iiecessary to crush the minority. The demand that the Swaraiists should 
go out of the executive is au unreasonable demand and it is only due to 
our self-respect that we must resist it We declare that the resolution 
under discussion is an unconstitutional contrivance and we go away to 
day only to retnin with a majority.” With this spirited declaration ht) 
called all Swarajists and those who sympathised with them to leave the 
hall. In a body the Swandists, led by Mr. Srinivas Aiyangar, then 
left the meeting, to tbe profound astonishment of the whole House. 

This step on the part of the ^andists put the no-changers on. 
their trial. Clearly it was a master stroke of taorios and one befittinu 
^he future Parliament of India. The no-changers now had a taste of the 
solidity of the opposition against th^, and they marvelled at the 
perfect discipline of the Swanduts in Aollowing their leader. Such pait> 
discipliim was now rare in India anymere except amongst the Swarajist^ 
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T&a; eilM of this was soon seen. One after another of the great lieute* 
nani^ of tiie Mahatma got up and opposed the rosdutions} some of them 
gotng "to the length of warning him that he was bringing ruin on 
&e Congress. Among those who opposed the resolutions were prominent 
men like Dr. Syed Mahmood, Dr. Choitram* Pt Santanam, Mr. T. 
Piukasham) Moul. Abul Kalam Asad> Sirdar Mangal Singh, C4ouri 
Shanh^ Misra, and Mr. Shaii. 

Mahatma Gandhi however stuck to his guns. In his reply he averred 
that he remained ipimoved by the withdrawal of the Swangists. 
The amendment to delete the penalty clause was put to vote and lost 
67 against 37 and the original proposition was carried by 62 against 
25. The figures speak for themt:elve8. In a House where there were 
r^-arly all staunch followers of Mahatmaji 37 voted against the penalty 
clause. It served an eye-opener to many. 

To the Mahatma nothing could be a more complete defeat than 
such a success. He immediately moved a counter-resolution to withdraw 
the penalty clause, and the House at once passed it with a sigh of 
relief. 

The thiid day found the Swarajists snd the No-cbangers face to face 
ill the srm^ hall again. Ihe original resolutions underwent so great a 
tiai.sfoimatfon as to lose their original form also. The mandatory character 

changed into an advitory one. The penalty clause disappeared and 
Irstly, the third resolution clearly stated that the breach of the boycott 
of Councils would not affect those who entered the Councils. 

Moulana Mahomed AH took advantage of the prevailing good-will 
and requested Messrs. Nehru and Das to preach the gospel of Charkba 
SF, he said, they had more influence in the countiy than even Mahatmaji. 
Ihe bait, however^ was not taken and Mr. Das declared that it could not 
he done because he and his party did not concede the implications of 
the Charkha with which it was invested ! 

The second resolution was passed without a division. Mahatma Gandhi 
moved the third ^resolution in its modified form. Ho did not make any 
speech on it. Mr. Taradachari moved an amendment to delete the reference 
to Cocanada Cdi^esB. He declared openly that they aimed at driving 
away the Swar^sts from the Congress executives. He protested against 
allegations madeilby Mr. Prakasham against the No-cliangors and declared 
that they woum carry Congress-work by themselves. The amendment 
was supported Iby Messrs. Rajagopalacbari, Rajondra Prasad, Shaukat 
Mi and Nag. w. Das opposed the amendment and in course of his 
speech he said they would have burnt the Swarajists down had they 
the power in thiir hands, but they could not go behind the Cocoilada 
resolutioD. Mahgtea Gandhi in his brief reply observed that the amendment 
revealed the weakness of the No-changers. They could not but think of 
Swarajists which rftself showed the superiority of latter s programme. He 
Muntly asked them what they would do if he died. He did not understand 
why they depended upon him alone I The amendment was lost by a 
great mi^ity. 

In the afternoon Mr. Das moved the Ser^jganj resolution as an 
amendment to the Mahatma’s resolution regarding Gopinath Saha. Me urged 
that his to^tttion, although it was identical with the original lesolii- 
tloo, Q^t to be passed because Bengal expected help in its hour 
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bf need. Already he end his friends were threatened with prosecatiou 
and he thought it his duty to move the resolution from every platform. 

The brilliant speech delivered by Dr. N. S. Paranjpe in seconding 
Mr. Das was the outstanding feature of the day. Dr. Paraijps on 
behalf of Maharashtra supported Bengal in the hour of her trial. 
Gandhi’s reading of history was quite different from his or of those 
of his way of thinking. The Mahatma thought that India was lost 
because of violence, and Swarajya could be attained therefore only by 
non-violence. There was a conflict of philosophy of Lok. Tilak and Qandhi 
since the latter entered politics, and the Maharastra leklers being all of 
the Tilak School of Politics have ever been opposed to the Qandhtan creed 
in politics. The Tilak School was of opinion that under certain circumstances, 
as a matter of justice, a tooth for a tooth was the right policy ; while 
Oandhi stood for a kiss for a kick on all oco^isions. Thera stood the nation, slid 
Dr. Paraqipe, face to face with the bureaucracy that was ready to strike and 
crush if even a little finger was raised. And on the other side stood Mihat- 
maji to inculcate in the people the lessons of oxtrem) form of non-violoacc. 
There could be no better specimen of non-violent humanity than the Indian. 
Was it not enough, he pertinently asked, hi India preaching of non- 
violence was not a very novel thing as fifty lacs of Sadhus preached it ! 

Dr. Paranjpe’s rousing and stirnng speech set all people thinking, fie was 
followed by one Moslem gentleman who questioned the rights of those who st iod 
for noil-violent N-C-0 to condemn those who stood for violence honestly. In 
spite of these brilliant speeches, Mr. Das’s amendment was in the end dafeited. 

Mahatmaji seemed, to have realised the rigour of his boycott rosolu * 
tioii working against Ifis own immediate followers. He wanted to .save 
•them, and therefore proposed that a protective resolution must bo passed 
to relieve from restriction those who resorted to British law courts, 
even when they believed in their boycott. He referred to the resigjia 
tion tendered by Mr. Kalidas Javeri of Ahmedabad, a practising pleader. 
But more important was the resignation of the General Secretaryship a^id 
all other offices by Mr. G. B. Doshpaiide of B3lgaum. Mahitmiji's 
proposed resolution could hive saved his friends but it amounted to a 
withdrawal of the boycott of courts. Mr. T. Prakasham who w^is a grca^ 
sufferer proposed an amendnieiit to lift up the boycott altogether. At this stage 
Dr. Choitram inquired whether the resolution and ameudment was in 
order and the President after cousultiug M. Gandhi had to declare both as 
out of order ! After this the proceedings became uninteresting and (piite 
formal, and the business of the House was soon over. 

Moulana Abul Kalam Azid, the peace-maker of the Congress over 
since the Gaya split, next requested the Mahatma to give the pciph^ 
a message. Here commenced a short informal proceedings which wore 
as strange as it was cbaraoteristic of the Gandhi following. Mihatma Gandhi 
was moved to the depths of his heart by the deplorable lack of prin- 
ciples among his followers. He lost his voice when he commeucod V 
speak. T'lkere was a hush and dead calm ruling, yet he could not bo 
r heard bejmiKl the range of a few feet around him. He confessed that 
he was d66p]y pained to see that his estimation of the efficacy of 
his programme proved wrong. He expected overwhelming support to 
him but he saw that he was opposed inch by inch. The Swarajytt 
Party, he said, was honest in their oppodtion and he admiUed their courage 
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and put* 0 pokenne 68 but he grieved to tee hit own immediate (olloware 
io shaky and so hypocntical. He referred to Dr. Paranjpo s speech 
Md observed that what ho said deserved deep thought. It wiis possible 
that the Doctor was right although persoually he stood by his principles 
of non-violence. He further said that ho know that a sword was hanging 
on Mr. Das’s head but he could not give assent to his amendment 
beeause of his principles and, further, what oalatriity would bo there if Das 
was sent to jail 1 It was their goal. He spoke feelingly when ho came Uy 
discuss his proposed resolution to give relief to Mr. Doshpande and others. 
He observed that when Dr. Choitram rose to a point of order, he folt that 
the latter was doing wrong. Ho was like his son. He ought io have 
inquii'ed of him to know his motives. The question was like a thrusting 
of dagger in his heart. With these words the great Iciulor collapsed. 
Tears flowed from his eyes. Men around him began to sob. His im- 
mediate followers began to weep. Moul. Mahomed Ali took his handkor- 

chief to his eyes. The ladies burst out sobbing audibly. Gandhi in tears ! 

and what would not they give to atop it? The scene cannot bo dosori bod 

in cold print. The frail Mahatma recovered in a minute or two atid cOMcludod 
his speech with the remark that ho was thinking of retiring from the 
Congress. ]^. Abul Kalam Azad requested the members to assure Mahatm!\ii 
of their support. Twenty five members rushed to assure him solemnly 
that they would stand by him through thick or thin. Moul. Mahomed Ali 
rose and with eyes full of tears took otf his cap aiul knelt down before 
the Mahatma and asked him to forgive him and forgive others. The Mahatma 
raised him in his arms and begp;ed of thorn to give him time for consideration. 

Thus ended one of the historic episodes of Ithe historic meeting at 
Ahmedabad. The Mahatma commenced proceedings with the full conlidonce, 
and cheerful smile of a conquering hero. He concluded with a confession 
of defeat and humiliation and in tears contemplated the Siul plight of 
the country and its workers. 

A fuller report of the proceedings is given below in fxtr.n,vK 
The Proceedings— June 27, 1924. 

The All-India Congress Committee mot formally at about 6-15 p.m. 
in the new Municipal Hall, Ahmedabad, Maulana Mahomed Ali presiding. 
There were about 180 members present. 

The President in his introductory remarks opening the meeting said 
that whatever view the meeting might take on Mahatma Gandhi’s ttr . 
solution they were all unanimous in oTcring him their homage and ii| 
expressing their rejoicings at his release. 

Every political movement, said Moul. Mahomed Ali, was bound to have 
strong differences ; but whatever differences they of the Indian National 
Congress had, they wore all agreed that they must pay their homage to 
the greatest of their leaders and in bust the greatest personality in the 
modern world. The President, said Mr. Gandhi, never intended to influonca 
anybody’s political opinion, but on the other hand welcomed indepondeii^ 
opinion, discouraging slavery, but welcoming intellectual surrender. 

After calling upon the House to help him in the oonduA of the 
proceedings, Moul. Mahomed Ali asked the permission of the meeting to 
extend on their tehalf a heaity welcome to Mahatma Gandhi on his arrival 



€cBid) AIX-iNDIA " t^-apABAD 

pel mlMidn being gifted by a ebonift of toiees from all parties 
in the coromittef* the Premdent vaa about' to continue bia apeech 
V hen he uraa diatuibed by oriea of ** Mabatma G^dbMd-ju ” coming from the 
crouds outaide the munidi^al gatea. Ckd in 4ia loin clotb atd uith a 
cmile ill bia lipa M. ^C^dbi made bla appea/iince at tbe meeting aLd va$ 
ifceived 1y Moulara Mabouied All ubo o^ducted bim to tbe daia. Ihe 
u bole Houae steed to a nian andreapoLded to tbe President a call to about 
*VMabatma Oandbi’ki-Jai. 

Moulaiia Mahomed AH then exterded a welcome to M. Gardbi in 
a sboit apeech appealing to him to lead the nation to ita appointed 
gcal thiough the Icdian National Congress (oheera). 

Mr. Gandhi acknowledged the welpome with a graceful bow. 

Bvaineas of the House then began. 

Ibe question of the validity of the Maharashtra elections to tbe A. 1. C. 
C. uas first taken up. The history of tbe question is interesting. Mr. K. N. 
Mandlik complained to the A. I. C. C. that the elections to the A. I. C. C. 
on lebalf of Maharashtra were illegal and void on the grounds that 
acme of tbe lhara Diatrict Congress Committee members were not 
allowed to record their votes, that a peremptory rule in the constitution 
of payment of subscription before a certain date was not observed, ai d 
votes of those who did not pay the subscription were recorded, and 
lastly, the ekotions did not provide for representation of all parties as 
eijoyed by the Congress Constitution. The last A. I. C. C. referred 
tbe irattcr to the Working Committee and it appointed Mr. Koi.da 
Vei kalappaiah to give final decision in the matter. Mr. Vrrkatappaiuh 
gave his decision a month ago, declaring the elections null ard void on 
Ihe gioiir.d that votes were recorded without payment of subscriptions 
aid they w^ere counted as valid votes. He based his decision on the 
solid ground that the rules of the constitution, especially in this respect, 
could rot be lightly handled and condemned the action of the office- 
bcaiers in exteidirg the peiiod on their own authority. 

An appeal was preferred against this decision to the A. 1. C. C. 
that was to meet on the 27th but tbe Working Cemroittee had in 
the meanwhile leferied the matter again to Mr. Veiikatappaiah who 
revel Bcd his own decision and declared the elections to be valid ou the 
grcui.d that there was a lule in the constitution of the Piovincial 
Committee which authorised the President to snsperd any lule of the 
corstitution. When this decision was read out to the A. I. C. C. Mr. Auey 
asked the President how it was that the appeal preferred to »he A. 1. C. C. 
which was only then meeting could be decided by Mr. Venkatapraiah. 
Afthr he gave his first decision which was final he was /wwc/ua officio- 
ai d the Working Committee had no right to refer at its own instance the 
question to him again for reconsideration. He was however ruled out 
of order by the President who declared that the original refeiciice 
covered new references ard the Working Cenimittee could take upon itself* 
lespoi sibilily of disposing of even new questiocs referred to the A. I. C. t. 
w ithout its authority in the matter. He then called upon the Maharashtm 
ircmhers to joiii the meeting. This decision of the President was taken 
by the aggrieved Prd'changers as an . arbitrary and unconstitutional ruling ana 
» me people even hinted that it was done to secure the 16 Maharashtra votes 
to the side of the No'changers. 
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Mr. MAfiOMEp ALI then announoed that the Working Comtaittee 
faBOltttione had priority over others and therefore he was going to 
leverse the order on the agenda and would call upon M. Oaudhi to 
move his reaolutioD on behalf of the Committee. Before doing so, 
however, he desired to make an announcement reganiing the motion 
and counter-motion of censure and confidence on him that had been tabled 
for discussion in respect of ceitain speeches of his alleged by Mr, Mahabir 
Tyagi and others to have outraged Hindu feelings. Since Mr. Mahabir and bis 
coHaborators had withdrawn their censure motions, he had no desire to allude 
to the suhiect but requested the other U. P. members, who had given another 
motion vesting confidence in his leadership, also to withdraw their 
motion, which was done by Mr. Saxena of the latter party. 

mahatma GANDHI was then called upon to move his first resolution 
in respect of hand-spinning and kbadi. He read the resolution as follows 
Uesolution I— On Khadi k Pknalty. 

“Ill view of the fact that the incmteB of t lie CoiigrcHH oiganitjations throughout 
the country have thimBe.vcs hitlierto iiegloctal hand-8i»inuixig, in spite of the fact 
tliat the spinning-wheel and its prcxluet have b(H»n regarihnl as intlinpciisahlc for 
the establishment of Hwarajya, and althougli their acceptance has been regardwl l»y 
the Congress as a necessary preliminary to civil tlisolKidieuce, the All-India (^iigresK 
('onimittee i-Cbolves that ail members of the various representative Congress organi- 
sations shall, «iexcepi when diaabled by sickness or prevent ei I by continuous travel- 
ling, regularly spin for at least !ialf-an-hour every tlay, and shall soiul to t,!ie 
Hecrctary xA the All-India Khadi Hoard at least two thousand yav<ls of even and 
well-twisted Jfirn, so as to irach him not later than August 1.5, 192-1, and there- 
after in regiflhr monthly succession. 

**Any member failing to send the prescribed quantity by the presaibed date^ shall, 
unless unavoidably prevented, be deemed to have vacated his office and such vacancy shall 
be Med in the usual manner^ provided that the member vacating in the aforesaid manner 
shall not be eligible for election befere the next general election for members of the several 
organisations. * 

Pandit MOTILAL NEHRU at oiico rose to a point of order on 

the admissibility of the resolution. It could not, he said, bo accepted 

as a motion Under the present constitution of the Congress. Pandit 
Motilal bpoke iri Urdu, and prefaced his remarks with an oxprcBsion 
of regret. He had the highest regard for M. Gandhi, but he had to 

respect principles also. The resolution proposed to bo moved> by M. 
Gandhi was contrary to nil conceptions of all democratic institutions. 

It would be imitating the bureaucracy in arbitrariness. 

The President at this stage asked the Pandit not to deal with the 

merits of the resolution but to confine himself to the point of order. 

The Pandit argued that the resolution was against the Congross 

constitution itself. He referred to Articles 47 and 19 of the Const itu- 

tion which provided for the qualification of members, and the All-India 
Congress Committee had no power to make rules afresh. Further 

there were ex-Presideiits whose right to be inembors could jiot 

bo set aside by a resolution of the AlMndia Coiigroas Committee. Ho 
emphatically pointed out that all offices were elective, and no rule, even 
V’hen j;)a 80 ^ by the All-India Congress Committee, could bo imposed 
'^pon Ih^^ Referring to Articles 31 of the Congress constitution, the 

speaker stress upon the principle enunciated therein, that the All-* 

India Cbhj|i^ss Committee had power only to deal with matters not 
covered by the constitution but not opposed to it. It was, he said, be- 
yond the puwer of the All-India Congress Committee to pass such a resolution, 
-ft.. ; ■ 





1 ^;;. 

, ' ^ ^ teiid^ ii3gta- 

ia^n in tlie l^r as well as <&e spirit b! titb Goi^^ 
fttid t^etefora declared that the proposed resolution' and those that 
would iollow ware t^ioroughly ineonastenfc with the letter ^ spirit 
<A the present eonsMtotion and imposed illegal condHsons upon the 
electors. 


Mr. 8. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, ex-Advooate General, Bdadras, then rose 
and Offered a lew remarks in support of the Pandit’s arguments. Mr. 
RDsrisarvothauia Rao then rose to speak in justifioation of M. Gandhi V 
resolution. At this stage the Preadent announced that he had to go to 
prayers for a little while and requested Pandit Motilal Nehru to act 
as president. The Pandit having declined, Mr. Mahomed Ali requested 
Mr. Das to take the chair but the later too refused. Thereupon the 
President adjourned the House for ten ipiimtea > to enable him to say his 


prayers. 

When the House re-assembled after prayers, Mr. HARISARVOTTAMA 
RAO (Andhra) oontiiming his speech pointed out that Article 21 provided 
the All-India Committee with power to deal with the situation arising 
over the Congress programme, and that, therefore, the All-India Congress 
Committee had a perfect right to discuss M. Gandhi’s resolution on 
its merit. Mr. Venkataram of the Bmhmy Chranieh, practically 

supported Mr. Kao. Mr. Venkataram was of opinion that fhe All-India 
Congress Committee, according to the precedents set up and undei* 
the rules of the constitution of the Congress, was ever in session 

when the Congress stood adjourned, and possessed all the powers of the 
Congress, both executive and legislative. 

Mr, ASAF ALI (Delhi) strongly supported Pt. Motilal Nehru’s point 

of order, and said that it was not open to the committoo to 

'restrict the hands of the electors* Mr. Abdur Kabmao (Sindh) further 
supported the Pandit in a spirited speech. Mr. Nabi Baksh (Bengal) 
agreed that the All-India Congi'ess Committee had ho right to go 

beyond their powers vested in it under the constitution of the Congress. 
In the present case he had no doubt whatever that M. Gandhi 

was clearly exceeding his rights. The member was then proceeding 
to discuss the merits of the question but was promptly called to order 
by Mr. Mahomed Ali. 

Mr. C. R. DAS then rose amid the applause of the Swarajists to speak 
on the constitutional points involved in the case. First of all, he 
asked M. Gandhi under what rule of the constitution ho brought 

forwaTd his motion, and M. Gandhi replied: “both 21 and 31.' 

Mr. Das said that rule 21 provided powers for dealing with new 
eitpatioDB. Had any new situation, arisen since the Delhi and the 
Cooonada Congresses? Rule 31 referred to the woik of the Alllndni 
Congress Committee during the year not inconsistent with the spirit of 
the Cbngress oonstittttion. He was sure that no new situation had 

arisen th^ wanted to exclude the Swarejiste from the Congress. 

The PresideDt said that it was not a good remark. 

Mr. Das retorted that this foimed part of the legal argument. 
•Continuing M. Das said that under rule SI Mr. Gandhi’s resolution 
was dearly bat ol order. Every elector/ he pointed out, had a ngftt 
to choose his bwr iepreBentative. The Congress ndes were there, and 




rw 1^6 iikjdi^idiial elector to Wte 4^ 

ee to any qualiilcetibn tbat might be imposed agaiiiet 

mid Hm spirit of the Congress constitotioii. In his opinion it wee 
noddng short of a Tiolatioii of the natural rights of the in^ridusi It 
was the right of the voter to exorcise his vote* and how to do it« 
Thao, referring to rule 19, Mr. Dm said that ex-Presidonts of the Con* 
grass like himself could not be driven out by these oontrivaiioes, but 
were permanent structures to the AlMndia Congress Committee, whether 
that 1^7 liked them or not (laughter, in which M. Gandhi join^). 
At tins stage Mr. Mahomed Ali asked Mr. Das if in his opinibn the 
action of the Maharashtia Provincial Congress Committee in insisting on 
a pag^ent of Bs. 6 "for election to the AlHndia Congress Committee 
did not amount to the restriction of the right of electors. Mr. Das 
replied it did not restrict the voting right, and quoted rule 6 of the 
Congress constitution in suppoit of his contention. 

MAHATMA GANDHI, being called upon by the President to explain his 
|X>sition on the point of order raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru, spoke 

iu Hindi. He said that he was not going beyond the Congress 

constitution in bringing forward his resolution. Articles 21 and 31 
relied on by Mr. Das and Pandit Motilal Nehi*u laid down certain 
conditions, and those conditions in his opinion were not tmngressed. 
His view was that the AlMndia Congress Committee had full powers of 

the Congress when the latter body was not in session. His resolution 

did not restrict the right of the electors but only advised the 

electors to do the needful. Continuing M. Gandhi said that a 

new situation had arisen. The Congress passed ceitain resolutions and 
the AlMndia Congress Committee had to see that they wore carried out. 
As to ex'Presidents, he observed that even to them some advice could 
lie tendered. If the provincial Coiigi'ess Committees could frame their, 
own rules, the AlMndia Congress Committee had a better and a larger 
right to do so. He therefore opined that his resolutions wore not at 
idl **ultra vires.” 


Mr. MAHOMED ALI wanted that his right of giving a rule should bo 
delegated to the House. There was a heated discussion over it. Mr. Shwaih 
Wiiersbi pointed out that it was the President alone who could give the 
tilling, as otherwise the matter was likely to be decided on a party 
liasis. The President then explained that he w^as himself doubtful on the 
points raised in the debate and, therefore, obtained the permission of 
the Hotiae to transfer his itow'ors of giving a ruling on the question. 
When the point was put to the vote, nine voted with Pandit Motilal 
and eighty*thFee with M. Gandhi, M. Gandhi himself being one of the 
latter. Poll being demanded the House divided with the result that 68 
voted witb Pandit Motilal and 82 against him. 

The houao then adjourned till the next day. 

Discussion on the Resolution 

• Next day; the 28lh June, on the President’s arrival an informal oonfei- 
ence between M* Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nehru and Mr. C. R. Das 
was held. The conference was brought about with a view to arrive 
an unde^lstaEding, if possible, on M. Gandhi's resolutions.. The 
^warejists ii^red to Mr. Gandhi the Congress dictatorship, that he might 





oiit pi^^ is Wtoos^l^^ 

.4^; tliirt whether palatable or notj will be carried out. 

^Thie was unacceptable to M. Gas^i/ so the conlerence ended without 
any agreement 

Moulana Mahomed Ali opened the proceedings at 9-15 a* m. on the 
conclusion of the infoimal conference. 

MAHATMA GANDHI then moved his resolution and said. — 

** Friends, it is net without a sense of responsibility that I have «lrafte(l aiu{ 

undertaken to move these resolutions. It may be fortunately or unfortunately for 

me tliat 1 was able to persuade a majority of the membei*8 of the Working Com- 
mittee to pass these resolutions. I have said what I wanted to say in the pagi h 
of ** Ybung India.'' I want to say very little in lecommGnding these resolutiou». 

This lesoiutiou an<l otlicr resolutions that I want to intro^luee have given ilse to a 

great deal of controversy and bitterness which are likely to break companionship 
deliberately, because as friendship is one that never breaks, it is a matter of dtny. 
Though I do not sci eye to eye with all these friends, history alone will be able 
to relate that our friendship remained still intact. This is the spirit in which you 
must receive these reso utions. 1 am ready to admit that those who differ from mo 
oonscieniioub !y be.ievc that the resolutions are ultra vires. If members vote, thiy 
must, vote with conscience and not merely out of loyalty to me. Mr. Srinivasa. 
Iyengar arul I have been on intimate terms and our relations have been of iho 

closest ami the fnendliest type. He came to m*: this morning and said, **Have you 

not sail! scmewhcrc that if there was an ^ual ilivision, you would retire ? ” I havo 
said so, but if 1 press the resolution, it is because I want to know where I stand, 
where you Btan<l, and where tlie coimtiy stands. If I tind that it gives list* to 
nothing but bitterness and that my tmrty has supported the resolution 4)11 ly through 
persotml loyalty to me, I wou!<l sever my connection. 

My unfortunate position to-day is that the country expects mo lo give a lojul, 
and I know that under certain conditions 1 can give a lead, but I must find out 

my means and instruments and ways, and so, even at the risk <»f dividing tin? 

countiy and of separation from my dearest friends, I have movcil these resolmions; 
but under existing comlitions I cannot find my way. You must thus buUcl somo 
bo<ly else as your leader or you must obey the conditions. I have come to the 
conclusion that this thing is absolutely neccsbaiy. Nobody wilfully dreams 1 liavn 
broken the constitution. I have said tliat a constitution is good so far as it give's 
you liclp. It shculd not be allowtil to bring you down or to unman you. It the 
t.'ongicss is a living organisation, if it will comlemn you, we should liave tlie courage 
to go out and give place to better men if the Congress asks us to go, hut If we 
feel that we cannot possibly bring about Swarajya without trampling under foot 
the very consiHuiion, it becomes our sacred duty to override and set aside that 
constiuiion. This is a time when we are justified in committing this breach in the 
constnuiion. Since three o’c’oek this morning 1 have been asking mysef as ta 
what I should do. I liave analysed the position and I have found that the figunts 
of voting on Panditji’e motion raising the point on order ycstertlay show that 
except Bengal the majority of the provinces wants to staml by the programme of 
this cliaracter. Yesterday’s vote was the test vote. If it was a test of the ftriing 
of the All-India Congress Committee, I askctl myself whether, if possible, 1 coiul 
ojganise tlie provinces. 

** Spihit op Khaddbh.” 

Khaddcr is no small thing, not because we wear Kbadder, but br cause Khathkr 
stauds for something which nothing else can give, that alone can bind us together. 
You cannot organise the country by going into the Councils and the law conns. Only 
yesterday an Indian magiBtiatc sent a young man to jail. I want one thousand y<miig 
men to def^ the might of Government that wants to crush us. I am prcparcil to sacrifice 
ten thousands of I’l-agjis (referring to the accused in the recent Surat salition case) <>u 
the altar of the motherland, because / fiel that h is necesscay fir us to dify low courts. , 
1 have no hesitation in saying that it is impossible for the bureaucracy to ride roughsiit*** 
over the feelings of the peop.e. In that case I feel that it is necessary for us 10 
Oavemmeutfeelthat it cannot and dare not crush us. Pandit ji knows that Couijc^ 
alone are not sufficiiutt to bring us iBwarajya. 1 know that Fanditji does not swear i>y 



*t« wmate ^ btokiqg of the oaunwy. H« wanw die eivli 
todtt owiidiy to bMk up thdr work in the Connoils. I »ay thM Mb CoaadU wilt - 
not •“ S®P®***"* P**^ i® tk«_ life of some of ns, nor in the life of the millionB. i 
aaikj do you waut to giv6 y<Mir li£e tothe luiltions of your coantrymtiu ? Do you or (to 
you not want to go into the villages and organise the mosses 7 Think of 6,000 meiu 
not tolling «»“i“'«ti»g»»’»<l8p3«5hifyma and liomnguing, hut. irfmpy spieadi^ them, 
se'-ves to Tillies as spinners and oanlers and calling upon the villagers to spin for Intlia's 
sake. Yon oannot do so without faith, without talent. This Is the real test tiiroueli 
which the country has to go. ^ 


Charkha alone binds you to the lowliest of your countrymen. 1 tlo not want 
to make a fetish of the oliarkha. I am a breaker of mIo s. In that sense I am a 
Mussalican. If I find that a stone pf the river Narbudda helps me in eouceutratiti**^ 
on my Ood then I shall have it and worship it. In that way I am a Hindu 

Continuing, M, Gandhi said : “Anothn- friend says that he do?a not want the 

charkha to take the {lOaitioh of the rosary, i want you to be iafuct(Nl with my faith 
in the charkha. If you have faith in Gandhi and not in (diarkim, you an^ 

relying on a brnken reed. 1 shall not be HarosiicHl if you tlirow two thou^iflud yanls 
of yam at One man’s supply will be suffioiont to hang mo on the gal.owt*, 
but I don’t want to jlii that way. 1 want to live fo/ tlie country uu<l to die for 
the country— a pure man -the purest in the country. I want you lo he irifecteil 
with that* faith, and it must be your faith, not mine. VVe resent tlu* bureaucracy, 
because they are no" c;ec:;ed by us, but have we any rigid to voaeut those rules 

which we had imposed on ourselves for the wike of discipline ? 1 am enunciating a pro- 
position that has been hsinded down fro.n eternity, namely, that ufg ought to procticit 
ufhat we preach. If we want to create a defiant nation with an iron will, we shaii liavt* 
to enforce upon ourselves discipline. Go to any military camp -I have served mysvf 
in a military camp -you have to starve ; you are given dirty water to dnuk, sometimes 
you have to rectfive kicks from officers, au< I you have to rcHjjive them with a smile. This 
application is more severe in our cw.», for they are hired soMiers and we arc 
vo unceers and the choieii representatives of the u it ion. You flare not resent, 
disscipline. If you are conscientiously against, it, then re: ire in goml grace and 
oigauiBC the country to your opinion. Hut. it will he your l)Oimflen ami siicred 

fluty to carry out these reso atioiis if you vole for it. It is a fluty before which 

the tallest of us must bend. If the Hlngishmen were to give ytm Swaraiya 

to-day, there will be many dissensions. If we are not iMuly ami are divided, 
if the Afghans were to come or the Japanese in tlie plae.Mif the English, 1 do not 
think we shall b? fleserving of any Swaraj. 1 wan*, you to usurp Swarajya —I tin * 
not want Englislimen to give yon Swarajya. I care a t.wo-p;ti'Je ffw what. 


the British Parliament thinks and says about us, nor tlo I care what tluj Eui<»peau 
public opinion says about our activities to flay ; but f flo care for what the man 


ill the street says. I am sure you if we think a little, it is tlu? spseiliest programuif* 
tliatyou can possibly conceive of. Enforce the present prognnnm ; and there is Swarajya. 
You cnfo.’ced that programme in that glorious year IP'20-21 a'lhoug i to a cu*lain extent. 
Do you not see the results ? It was not because Gamlhi was there. Gandhi lias 


many fads. He would bi pooh-pohed if he placofl tliem bdftrf* the country, but. 
he has felt the pulse of the country. He swears by it. If you throw ni'^ out, you 
will find me removing myself, not iii a huff, but willi a good grac*. I nlia J try 
to bring into being anot.her organisation, I shall not obstruct yon, 1 flo not 
believe in obstructive methoils (LoUfl laughter), I believe in simph*, pure uou-co- 
operation. I shall non-co operate with you. Tnerelorfj if you want to iiass this 
resolution by a majority, consider well the cost — 2,000 yards is tlie least ytm slioubl 
give the Board ; it means that you be as charkua-mafl as I have Vnjcouie cbarklia-nmft. 
If that is not your faith, 1 implorefyou t<» reject the proi>osition. Jl you think we arc 
taking a suicidal step, then retire aiifl try to capture the ('oiigri*ss at the next 
o^icasion. The Congress belongs to nobody in particular. It is in the liandK 
of whosoever helps the country most. It is suggested this amounts to flictuitorsliip. 
I do not mind being culled a dictator, as I do not los * my heatl. I am nw^rriy 
H a*rvaut of the country. There is a c.ass of servants who serve ou lernis 
that might amount to dictatorship. 


Conpluding, M. Gandhi appealed to his : followers in the meeting not to 
vote for his resolution unless khey were deadly in earnest as be himselfr 
was. Otherwise they would be cheating the country, him, aid also 
themselves/ V 



VikBiUililiai Pa^l aMcmdiid the t^atioB> 
lile Gimndhaii Dak d the Puniah at tiiia 


PiUiWitB 


stage limed an ad' 


journment of the lurtheir oooslderation of the suhiect and moved the 
following amendment which was negatived by a malority :-^ 


** WheieaH HindU'Moitlem unity it the primary nceeteity tor the eBtabUthment of 
ftwtrajys ; and wbewat the Hmdu-MoBlcm tenrlon cndangeiB the peace of the country ; 
and whertat it it hnpottible to carry out any programme in this atmotphere of 
mutual dittrutt and tutpicion andhokiiity; and whereat the pregent resoludon recom- 
mended by the W^orking Committee it likely to create a further split in our camps, 
thfa meeting of the All-India Congreat Committee retoWet that the contideniiion of 
tlie piotion be iKwtponed until the next settion of the Congteet, and all efforts b*. 
concentrated towards the esfablithment of Hindu-Motlem unity,” 


Mr. Govardhan Das made a short speech in Hindi and was 
seconded by Dn. Ghoitram (Sindh). When put to the vote the motion 
was declar^ defeated. 

Pandit MOTILAL NEHRU next rose and offered a strong opposi- 
tion to Gandhis motion on the ground that it was wholly unconsti- 
tutional and “ultra vires."' The Pandit referred humourously to 
his oomiection with the legal profession for a much longer time than 
Gandhi himself which was probably responsible for the fact that 
he could not rise to the same height as M. Gandhi. Pandit Motilal 
then drew the attention of the All-India Congress Committee to 
the iiifoimsl conference between him and Mr. Das on one hand 
aid Mr. Gai dhi on the other. After thanking the President for the 
courtesy extended to him by delaying the meeting until after th«} 
conference was concluded, Pandit Nehru told the committee that he 
find Mr. Das offeicd M. Gai:dhi an absolute dictatorship and that M. 
Gandhi, who vas fuither to be vested with the sole right of deter 
mining how the constructive programme was to be worked out, might 
' appoint his own agents in every province where Swarajists had any- 
thing to do with the executive, that the Swarajist, far from offering any 
opposition, would see to Gandhi's orders being carried to the very 
letter. Ihe Mahatma would not accept the terms. Referring to M. 
Gandhi’s statement that a minority of those who voted yesterday in 
favour of his (the speaker's) point of order were mostly from Bengal, 
and, therefore, there was reason to think that other provinces were in 
favour of prosecuting the present programme, Fundit Motilal said that 
ui.der the constitution each province had been given a certain quota 
on the All-India Congress Committee and that it was open to all 
others to have come to the meeting and vote against him. It ww 
unfair for M. Gapdhi to have analysed the voting in the way he had 
done. Many U. P. members had not come; and so too with regard to 

other provinces. mr n u,* 

Referring to the defiance programme spoken of by M. Uanuni, 
Pandit Motilal asked him if he seriously believed that the ^“J*^*?* 
pi'ogramme would bring about such an atmosphere as was not yet lort 
coming. As there was a regular lull in the country they went 
the Counefi to offer obstruolaon to the bureaucracy- The charkna p 
gmiDme vfas not to bring them any the hearer towards owanij. 

•The Paiidfit tten asked the supporters of M. (Sandhi to tell mm 
. much they worked his oonirtiiicrive during bis impnsonm ■ 

Oan they put tteir hands on their he^^ Pandrt m der 



^ ^hon^y H MievM ia proiaanta 

<lMi}li|Mi<Ms^^a^ When wm that heM «oae t AU tben <{«yi Jl. 
a»^ apme of dwoipline. He also wanted disoipUiie/ but in the 
nune ol diseipltne they ooold not oommit bnaohea of the oonatitation 
and* vb{Kt was jnore, do things opposed in the latter and the spirit to 
ti^ allraooepted notiona of democracy. Concluding MntiUi gaid 

“ We haw trial for peace in every podsible way comietent with the «elt-iespeot 
ol the 8 wa») Party, but our attempt has not eucoecvledg For the p;x»9tuu wo have 
not lost faith, and we are still looking .forward to a united Congress in the near 
futuiis. In the meantime, we have to make our petition clear. We Udievo in ih' 
constriictive programme, but we do not b^'ieve tliat by itself au l without any other 
activity it will, or can, lea<l to swaraj (Hear hear) within a i-easonabh! piriotl oC 
lime (Hear bear). It is b^use we belicv • in the constructivo p.ogramm n tluit we 
have always been and arc still willing to Inlp M. Crandbi in oviiry possible way. 
If he had no faith in us, we are willing to lot him liavo ompete control in 
carrying out that work au<l we undertake io see that no obstruction or hindrance is 
caused by the Swarajists in the faithCul carrying ou^ of any directions or iintructions 
that he may issue from tim^ to time in regard to the constructive programm •. Wc were 
and still are prepared to allow any agents whom he may appoint in this hdia'f every 
facility in the provincjs where Swarajists have anything to fU> wi^h the executive, and 
we were and still are prepared to undertake not. to interfere with that wtek in any 
way what802ver, but we are not pi-epaved to sunenler our rights. Thi indiaii 
National Congress belongs as much to u>> as tf» the op|H>ore pirty. We will not 
allow, if we can help it, the constitution to bo changal acording to the caprici 
of a narrow majority whenever it may think nec‘ 8 Hivy to c usli tlr minority. 
The demand tfiat the Swarajists shouhl go out of the fjxeciit.ive is under tilo 
circumstances an unreasonable <lemand and it is ou'y du* to our sclf-rospcc'. tha* 
we must resist it. We declare that tho reso utioi under discusdon is an unouHti- 
tutfonat contrivance, and we go away to-day on y to rcru n with a mijo.iiy who.*f» 
duty it will be to refuse its sanction to such uncuH'dtir.joiu! attempts," 

The Swarajist Withdrawal. 

Then Paiid.t Motilal Nehru and Mr. ('. R. I).is and their suppoitors, 
including Mr. S. Sriiiivafia Iyengar, left the hall in a body as a protest, 
against the resolution of M. Gandhi. This sviddoii withdrawal was a 
surprise sprung upon the Committee and the proceedings were practically 
suspended for few minutes. 

Moiiivi Mahomed Shafi, M. Ij. A. of Behar, speaking on M. Gandhi « 
resolutioa, when the business of the House was resumed, oliserved that the 
penal dause in the resolution should bo removed and that the advisory 
part of the resolution might be retained, thus making it only morally 
obligatory of members to spin. In his opinion the whole thing should be 
left to a members’ sense of honour. 

Pandit Gauri Sauker Misra also opposed the motion and suggested 
that membera should not be required to spin daily and that their quota 
should be sent to the Khadi Boaid, and also insisted that defaulters should 
oot be penalised, but a list of their names should be published for the 
^idaooe of electors. 

Pandit Santanam pleaded that there were many honest believers 
In the charkba who oould not give all their time to spinning, if such was 
the unification of M. Gandhi’s motion. 

• Mr* T* Pi^kasam hotly opposed Mr. Gandhi. He thought that 
the Mahatma did not know the pulse of the country. Eveiy thing would 
^ ®li rij^t if he would work with patience. He characterised the pro- 
posals as mo^tstit^ unoonstitutioiial and unpleasant. 

Ma hmud thought that Mr. Gandhi’s motion oould only a^id to the 
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factkaw in tilie wantti. Horeoyer, ^we wew mas wbo eouM not 
le&ra to faatidle the oharlu inipite of honetit attemptf Mr. Omdhi, in his 
opinion, tnight to take oolmience of the os^aeity of the eoldien in exacting 
disciplind. 

Dr* Choitram also oppoaad tlie motion and said that the Congress 
movement was being struck at by M* Gandhi’s motion. Instead of 
wrecking the Congi'essi could not the Mahatiuia stait a separate organiaation 

of his own t , ' , e , , 

Moulana Abul Kalam) who said that he understood the spmt of tho 
resolution) was only convinced of the unconstitutional character underlying 
it. The Moulana observed that if members voted for the motion, they 
were bound to carry it out. Did they mean to do so f ^ 

After a few other members had spoken, some supporting and 
some opposing the motion, MAHATM^ GANDHI rose to reply. 


At the outset he said that it ‘ was a painful action that 
the Swaraiists had adopted, but he was absolutely unperturbed. He 
could not be frightened by such withdrawals. He was reminded of :i 
similar incident in CeJeutta when they were about to lose the sen ices of 
some of their great leaders. Exactly the same situation had arisen now, 
but the withdrawal of the Swarajists, he was sure, was but temporary. After 
alluding to the Moderates’ withdrawal from the Congress, Mr^ Gandhi said 
that he would do the same thing if he disagreed with the*policy or the 
resolutions of the Congress. He was anxious to avoid bitterness and appealed 
to newspapers to use the pen with restraint or to burn the newspapers. 
Even if the Swarfijist leaders seceded from the meeting, it was the 
duty of the meeting to count the votes of the absentees against the resolution. 
Then alone he could find out if he had a majority, because they had left 
the meeting only to create an impression on the No-Changers and not with 
« view to break their connection altogether. Referring to the dictatorship 
offer, ho said that it was humiliating, both to the people who offered 
it and to himself. He then refen'ed at length to the Hindu-Muslim 
tension, and said that his programme alone could satisf'^ctorily solvi' 
the Hindu-Muslim '.problem. Concluding, he called the attention of th(- 
meeting to the grave responsibility they would be puting themselves 


to if they passed the resolution. 


T h e V o t i II g. 

The amendment to delete the penal clause was defeated and the 
original resolution was then carried by an overwhelming majority. The 
Committee formally adjourned, but immediately met under the presidentship 
of M. GandM informally. He said that the motion proposed by him wa> 
carried only by 67 against 37. The Swarajists who left the meeting had not 
vofed. If their votes were also added, at the most it gave him only a nari*ow 
meyority. He, therefore, advised the meeting to rescind the penal clause. 

Mf. Shwoib Qureshi said that it would not add to the dignity of 
House to rescind its own motion passed but a few minutes ago. It would bavt; 
been graceful had Mr. Gandhi withdrawn it in ootnplianoe with the request i> 
the other party. . The House, in his opinion, would only be^ siultifyinj? 
itself and creating a bad precedent by accepting the Mahatma s propose . 

. M. Gandhi * replying reminded the House of a precedent at tnc 
Amritsar Congress whose Subjects Committee had passed a motion on 
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like of disorder by the Puigab mob during the Rowlatt Act 

agftatipfi but later on rescinded the original motion almost im" 
mediately. Mr. Pattabhi Sitarammayya support M. Gandhi. 

Penalty Clause Revoked. 

Immediately the meeting resolved itself into a formal meeting and 
Mr. Mahomed Ali presided as president ex-officio. 

Midiatma GANDHI moved and Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel seconded the 
follotring motion 

**In view of the fact that certain meml)er 85 whilst the proceedings 
of the All-India Congress Committee were going on, deemed it neces- 
sary to withdraw fi*om the committee by reason of their resentment 
to the penalty clause in the obligatoiy spinning resolution, and in view 
of the fact that the said penalty clause of the resolution was carried 
only by 67 against 37 votes, and in view of the fact that the said 
clause would have been defeated if the votes of withdrawals had boon 
given against it, this committee considers it proper and advisable to 
remove tho penalty clause from the resolution and to reaffirm the said 
resolution with the introductory clau 8 o’^ 

The motion was unanimously carried. Tho A. I. C. C. then ad- 
journed to Ineet again next day for the other Gindhi resolutions. 

Meanwhile the Swamjist leaders hold long consultations amongst 
themselves and then went up to Mahatma Gandhi to discuss with him 
the position arising out of his second and third resolutions, and to 
come to a definite understanding especially in view of tlie new situa- 
tion created by the withdrawal of the penalty clause in the first resohr 
tiori. 

Next day, June 29th, tho meeting of the All-India Congress Conr 
mitte was open^ by the President at al)Out 9 a. m. 

Mr. C. R. DAS with tho Chairman's permission made a few observa- 
tions on the negotiations between himself. Pandit Motilal Nehru and M. 
Gandhi. Mr. Das said that they were forced to leave the last day's meeting on 
account of the unooustitutional character of the proceedings. They attended 
that day’s meeting as a result of the understaiiding arrived at last night, 
hut it should not l>e understood that yesterday’s resolution was taken; 
l»ai’t in by the Swarajists. Ho was sure that they would take the* 
resolution of the previous day as genuinely passed by the ma>iority. M. Gandhi 
then spoke. He called uf)on the SwariHiisl^s to work the "charkha” 
rrogramme. He further expressed the hope that they would do so 
in a good spirit. 


The Second Resolution. 

MAHATMA GANDHI then proceeded to move his second resolution 
which was originally worded as follows:— 

** In as much as complaints liave been received that provincial Hecretaries and 
wher members of the CongreHs organisation do not carry out the iiistmctions isMued 
to them from time to time liy officers duly authoriHerl thereto, tiie A.I.C',C* hereby 
fr*olves that those in cliarge of matters referred to them failing to comply with tha 
instruction of officers thereto appointed shall be deemed to have vacated their offices, 
the vacs^y shall be ffued in the usual manner, provided that the member 
vaeaMng shall not be elfgiWe for re-eiection till the next general e’eotion,” 

7H 
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11m totlow^ foitt in wbieli ^ wm 

/Qimdt^Ndlira eohadiutloiit h^ld itt the p^eyidos ii^ht.— 

la M onteh mill h«t baui iMoaflit to «ba iMtSoo ol 'tb# AtMiMKa tSoogtiks, 
Commiiloo liiot tMimciiam Mtued fcom tuiio to luno by oAeara and organUa. 
tiood duty ouihoiUad tbaraio btnrii tooMliiiiioi ail boon caniad oat propatly, jt 
i« toaoked that tba oxociilfva oomiitttiia o( tbo Pioat tt.i4 CongraM Com- 
miflilO dbill hava powor to taki *ucb ditdptiiittlg leitoOf i.icMdi tg . ditmiMal, 
at mty b« dotmid idviMbfo ; aod in ottat wbata Iha difiaH It Ptovincisl 
aathorlia#, tbo Working lioiattiitaia of tbi AU4odia Cangiatt Comkiitoii thtii 
owir to' tako tuck ditcipliiiiry odioiiy iocliidiiig ditmitf aS at may ^ 


liavo tho powar 
dimad advit»b*i 


by tba rofpcciiyo commictaat of iha PfOTiodal Committaaa/' 


Id moving the rosolutiom M. Gandbt referred to the visit paid 
him last night by Pandit Motilal Nehm* Mr. C. R. Das and Moulana 
Abul Kalam Asad. He was ashed by them why it was that he advised 
the committee to expiinge the penalty clause from the first resolution 
passed the day before. He was also asked as to the trend of his mind at 
that time. He told them what he told the meeting the previous day. 
There was no real minority in favour of that clause. It was there* 
fore a dignified course for the All-IiHlia Congress Committee to expun^'C 
the clause. After detailing the objections to the penalty clause 
made by Mr. Das* M. Gandhi said that Mr. Das had agreed to the 
compromise placed before them and had further agre^ to work 
the eonstruotive programme to the best of his ability and join the 
Working Committee of the Indian National Congress. While drafti:i^ 
it M. Gandhi did not consult anybody. He had tried to satisfy tbo 
Hwarbjtsts to the best of his ability. Ho had thus placed his compni* 
niise before the meeting. He would ask them to dismiss him for a 
moment from their minds in disposing of the resolution. If you want 
to reject the resolution/' said M. Gandhi) '' reject it> but if you want 
to pass it) shoulder the responsibilities.” 

Mr. Vdllabhbhai Patel seconded the motion. The resolution was carried 
unanimously without any discussion. Mr. N* S. Varadachari) however, 
expressed e^ssatiafaction at the unsatisfaotoiy character of the amended 
resolution) in as much as it did not provide for the punishment of persons 
in case l^e provincial and AlMndia Congress Committee did not agree 
in the interpretation of a question. 


The Third Resolution. 


Mahatma GANDHI then proceeded to move the third resolution in the 
amended form. Oiiginally as proposed to be moved by him and accepted 
by the Working Committee) tke tesolution ran Sa foUows : 

In the op'jiion of th^ All-India Congress Committee it is desirable that Con};i> 

electors do not elect to the various Congress oiganisations : practising lawyers, tliosc 'vii« 

deal in or wear mili-spnn c'otb, parents and guardians sending their minor chiidr. u 
to educational institutions under GaveniBnent eOntrOl^ holders of Government tit 
and members of Itgisiative bodies, and the A. 1. 0. C. therefore requests such pci 

who mn now members of the various Congress elective orgalktktioiis to ivsigh 
places.** 


Tba ntolution which waa moved actually waa a oomprontlM Molutivn 
airfimntto 

•*tlw CpiattuiNNi ^Wi tl^o^ aileiiiion t4 jhe 

vglM to ifiii tbe fiv«i ^ ■nlUwi* c\9ih, 

OovOiamaat law edbimiioatf 4itlbp 

k I# Jit ai ilieyjiMy ftiva taaa ajkd^ ‘ 
aiiU paif of Oie Coaiftsa pt o gra m a i a iad, iiigtelDai 
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. Coiigroai oloc*iv« offamaaiiont to fotign ihoir p|oC 9 f« 

IfvO^ speech on the motioti. Mr. Valahhbhai 

plBtel eaconded the motion. Mr. N. S. Varadaohari moved an amendment to 
the elNt that tefereiioe to the Coeanada reimlution should lie deleted. 
Mr^ TaiediipWr ^ m a long speech justifying the amendment. He 
tho^t that the No-obangem were ati'ong enough to carry , the Congress 
work idngle-herded. It was not right that the Executive should be a 
beterogenoua body. Mr^ Hardayal Nag seconded Mr. Varadaohari. Several 
membm then supported the motion. 


Mr. 6HAUKAT ALI then spoke. Ho gave an account of how he in 
company with his brother. Mahomed Ali was bringing about a compromise 
at Coeanada between iho Pro-changers and the No-changers nnd he testified 
to the great sincerity ai d rcsonoblenegB of Mr. Das. Mr. Shaukat Ali made 
an earnest ylea for forgetting the past and to look ujkmi the period between 
M. Oar.dIii 8 imprisonment and release as a period of evil and a dream. If 
he and his brother tried to bring about a compromise, it was not 
I fCRUse they had lost their faith in their chiefs programme but because 
they were ^anxious to avoid uniieoessary controversy when ih^tt was 
letter work awaiting them. Then the speaker alluded to the resolution 
Ml d said that they should not ask M. Gardhi the why ar.d wherefor of it. 
Ihe speaker himself w’ould not. For, he was a humble soldier. Thmr 
chief might or might not tell them any or a certain thing. For example, 
he voted for the penalty clause when called on to do so and immediately 
voted for readDding the same later when desired to do so. 

Mr. BAJENDRA PBASAD, speaking on the resolution in Hindi, said ^ 
that the spirit of the original resolution, and in his opinion, the resolution as ' 
placed before the meeting, might as well be withdrawn. He was totally 
c pposed to the preposal of exempting any boycott. 

Mr. C. B. DAS said that the idea of deleting any reference 

to the Coesmada resolution was unfair. The Coeanada resolution was 
there and was as much in force as the Calcutta, Nagpur, Ahmedabad and 
Gaya resohitioDS by which they swore. There was no idea expressed or 
intended at the time of the Delhi and Coeanada meetings to exclude 
the Swarajists from the Executive after they went to the Councils, to go whore 
they got the Congress permission. It was nothing short of illogioal and 
irtational to defy the Coeanada resolutions. **You oaiiuot,’’ said Mr. 

l^as, *Vgo behind the Coeanada resolution. You cannot start other 

boycotts, in the A. L C. C. f do not see any reason whatsoever why 
the resololioii moved by M. Gandhi should not be passed and why 
those words should be dieted.” 

Mr* Antyy had moved an amendment that the rules in^ the resolu- 
tions W applicaUe to provinces where people had faith in the five- 

ptofnaitme. • * 

* M. then made a brief reply. Ho discouraged strongly the idea of 

^^ofuiiinig iss|MB with loyalty to him. What would they do it he <Sed to- 
niomw ^ they mean doing if he had a sudden aMidentl* 

to cwtralifie everything roimd him. He 
pass his resolution if they were oonvuuied 
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tlie jrigfat ooutse to follow or to rejeet it and adopt Mr. Vairadaoliariar* 
amen^ent if they thought it was good 

The amendments were defeated and the original resolution was passed 
by an overwhelming minority. 

Odier Resolutions. 

The Committee then ac^ourned about noon but met again at 6*45 p.sr., 
the Moulana presiding. In the meantime the Working Committee h id met 
and discussed other resolutions to be placed before the All India Committee. 

On the Committee re*assembling Pandit Jawaharlal Nehm read to the 
meeting the lesolutions passed by the Working Committee in the afternoon. 
One of the resolutions I'elated to the Indians Overseas. On the recommenda* 
tion of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the All India Committee authorised the 
Working Committee to d^al with the situation arising out of the report of 
Mr. C. F. Andrews and Mr. Banarsi Das Cbaturvedi and also if necessary to 
send a deputation to East Africa. 

Another resolutidn authoiised the Working Committee to issue their pro- 
■ceedings to the members of the Congress in Devanagari and Urdu characters 
besides English. Mr. R. Venkatram asked if the Working Committee 
had prepared an estimate. Ihe General Secretaiy replied “No”. Mr. 
Venkataram insisted on knowing the possible rise in cost of Congress jui- 
ministration by the adoption of the scheme. 

Mr. Mahomed All replied : *You send us an estimate and in the meair 
while this is a ; warning to you to learn Urdu as we are gradually eliminat- 
ing English altogether (laughter).’ The motion was unanimously passed. 

The Mahatma Elected to the Working Committee 

Moulana MAHOMED ALl moved from the chair that Mahatma 
‘Gandhi be elected a member of the Working Committee. The President 
estplained that as Seth Jamnalal Bajaj had been transferred to. the Treasury 
Depaitment there was a vacancy and he asked the meeting to accept M. 
Gandhi’s name. The House carried the motion by acclamation. The 
President then addressed M. Gandhi and said : “Welb Sir, we have elected 
you to the Working Committee and I trust you have carried out all the 
five boycotts enunciated by the Congress” (loud and continuous laughter 
in which M. Gandhi also joined). 

Then the Committee passed a resolution condemning the Opium Traihc 
of the Government of India. 

The Fourth Resolution — On Gopinath Saha. 

M. GANDHI then moved bis fourth resolution : — 

The All Imlia (‘ongress (committee regrets the murder of the 'ate BIr. l>»v i>y 
the late Gopinath Saha and offera its coiklolenccs to the deceased's fiuiiiy aiul 
though deeply sensible of the love, however misguided, of the country pi*orai»n»« 
the mUnler, the Ail India Congress Committee strongly condemns this and al ^ucti 
pDlltieal murders and is emphatically of opinion that a;l such acts are 
with the Congress (.'reefl and its resolution of Non-violent Non-co-operation, aiul is 
opinion that such acts retard the progress towards Swaraj and interfere vvitJw 
the preparationB for Civil Disobedience which, in the opinion of the All 
Congress Committee, is ca|iable of evoking the purest sacrifice but which caii > 
1)6 offered in a perfect y peaceful atmosphere. 

M. Oandbi in oommendtng the resolution did not make ittiy 
siNiech.- Mrt -VaUeliSbimi Patel seconded the resolution. 



■' ■■■■ .. THE SKHA 'RESOl^TKMl^^-''': 

C* IL DAS movad the following amendm.eiit to the reaolutioii>-* 

<« This Committee, while itenoancing and ai<$Bociating itself from violenoe au<t 
ii b^ng to the principle of non-vio!enoe, appreciates Oopinath \<iaha*» ideal of «elf- 
ciifice, misguided though it is in respect of the couiitry^s liest^ interest, and trxpresHeii 
respect for his self-sacrilice.*' 

In moving the amendment Mr. Das aaid that there was hanlly any 
difFerenoe between the original motion as pro|K>sed by M. Gandhi and 
bis Mnendment. Both condemned the violence of Gopiiiatb Snha and 
l^th agreed that violence was retarding the country’s progress. If there 
was no diifereiioe why did he forward the amendment ? The reason \vm 
simple. The question before the meeting was not one of " Nq*changers 
vertui “Pro-changers.** It was not a party question. He hiou^t forwanl 
the amendment because he had been deliberately and wilfully misre- 
presented for the SeriOK'^ili resolution, which was also misreported* 
Had it not been for the vulgar threat of Regulation HI of ’18 directed 
against him and others who were responsible for the Serajguiij resolutioin 
he would not have brought forward an amendment and much less one in 
identical terms as the Seraiganj resolution, as in the present instance. If 
only as a manly answer to the blu(7, they should at^oept his amendment. 
The heart of Bengal was agitated over the mischievous agitation set afoot.. 
If they had any sympathy for the sentiment of Bengal, they should all 
unanimously^vote for the amendment. 

Mr. Das was seconded by Dr. Paran.ipyo who made a humorous speech 
in Hindi, and sarcastically remarked that M. G.iiidhi was but one of the 
so many saints in the country, and that they could not aiford to go with 
him in his extreme non-violence. In the speaker's opinion M. Gandhi 
was trying to gulp down his impossible saintliness into the throats of his 
less saintly countrymen. 

Mr. R. Venkataram moved another ainondmont urging the deletigii^ 
of the following ^words from M. Gandhi^s motion : “ regrets the murder 
of the late Mr«.i^y by the late Gopinath Saha, and though deeply sensiblo 
of the love, ho^^r misguided, of the country prompting the murder.'^ 
Instead, the mo%^ asked that the resolution should begin with 
regretting Mr. Day’r^rder and (iroceed to condemn etc. as in the resolution. 
His reason was that' % was not proper to single out a single victim for 
sympathy. The motioh was dropped foi want of a seconder. 

After a few other speakers had spoken on the subject, closure was 
applied and adopted. 

M. Gkmdhi refused to make any reply on the ground that if 
the country did not know its mind at that stage of the struggle, 
there was no meaning in his saying anything. 

Mr. Das defeated 

Mr. Das’s amendment on being put to the vote was declared lost, 
sixty-seven voting for and seventy-three against. A poll being demanded, 
the House divided and seventy voted for the amendment and seventy- 
«ight voted against The motion was declared lost. 

• M. Gandhi’s original resolutton was then put to the meeting 
ftod waa. carried by a majority. 

The Filth Resolution— on Akalis 

Pandit SANTANAM (Punjab) then moved the Akali resolutloii that : 
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Mve 89ihi/r in tk« of their rehc^ rightR 

<Ard crnigretulatee them apecttUy on lie bniveiy and ebd couiage 
exhibited by them at the time of the imneBsaiT* uncalled for, cruel 
tiring at JaiW 

In inoring the resolution Pendit Santanam made a long speech and 
alluded to the breahcikivn of the Birdwood negotiations in the Punjab 
ai d the threatened repression. The Sikhl^had undergone much suffering and 
ureia prepared lor more. It area the duty of all communities to suppoit 
them. Ihe Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee h^ issued 
a public statement and had declared that it was the Government who 
were standing in the way of peace. There could be no doubt what- 
ever that the responsibility for the (;ontinuation of the present serious 
situation was entirely on the shoulders of the Government. The 

speaker then called upon the AlHncKa Committee to express its 

opinion in i o uncertain terms and to stand by the brave Akalis. 

Mr. SHAUKAT ALI seconded the resolution in English. The Sikhs, 
he said, were a fighting race. Iliey had fought for the Govern 
ment. They were the right arm of the British Indian Army, hut 
^ he was not going to allude to the past. They had now become the 
" vanguard of the national army. They all knew the extraordinary 
sacrifices the Akalis had made during the last three years. The Guru 
ka-bagh incident was still fresh in their memoiy. That, however, was 
only a question of breaking bones, heads, etc,, but now, at Jaito, 
they bad been shot down on the first occasion, and for the last eight 
months jathas had voluntarily surrendered courting arrest, imprisonment 
ar.d confiscation of property. The Govt, could not’ crush the Sikhs. 
•It was rot only a question of thirty lakhs of Sikhs, but the whole 

population of India, Hindus and Musalmans, would stand by their brave 

Sikh brethren. 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 

Lifting the Bari on Law Courts 

After the disoussion of the Akalis’ resolution was over M. GANDHI 
nioved that while adhering to the boycotts of courts, the request con* 
lained in resolution number three (relating to the full maintenance ot 
the five boycotts) should not be deemed to cover the case of lit^ants, 
whether plaintiffs or defendants, appearing before a coui*t. He iustanceci 
the case of Mr. Gangadhar Bad Desphrnde who bad been forced to 
appear before the courts as he otherwise stood to lose all his ances 
tial property. He knew many other oases where non-co-operators were 
made to, sufer and advanta^ was taken of both by Gevernment 
aid by unsciupulous creditors and others. He observed that the 
House was free vote as it pleased and that he personally held 
to the : Jb^cott of the Government law eourts in its full seusc. 
After det^ling the differenoes between lawyers, litigants, and the public * 
and explaining .that this w^ a ooncession of weakness, . M* Gandhi 
sold that in the present circumstances he felt that there was no 
other couise open to him but to reoominend this alteration of the 
l>mioujf, dffys reiol^ 



the TStRl), resolution 

itr. AbbM seoonddd the motion. 

Mf» G« Henearrottem Rao (Andhra) eonsidered it his painful dntp 
to oppoo^ the motion strongly. He said there were three factors ih 
the boy<»tt— the plaintiff, the defendant, and the lawyera To givo 
the plaintiff the right to appear in court was to raise the boycott. It 

was tfue^they had to safer for a #hile. bilt suffering was the essence 

of non-oo-operatloii. It was said that if the plaintiffs were not per- 
mitted to appear in courts, they might be reduced to destiUitiou. 

Non-co-operation always allowed them the right to make a statomont. 
but to hate witneraes called and ottderice put in was prohibited, 
they had n 6 faith in the law courts. Why should not then the lawyers 
also be permitted to resiime their practice f Ho therefore stmngly op- 
posed the motion which he hopod would bs rejected by the House. 
Mr. W* P, Ignarius wanted to know if, under the resolution, 
appearanoe before a law court was still considered a breach of the 
OoUgrtliss boycott or if it was a coiiocssion. 

M. Gandhi replied that it was most oeitainly a breach of the 
Y)oycott> and was only made as a concession. 

Mr. Prakasam (Andhra) said that he was himself thiriking of 

moving the lifting of thC whole boycott, but since M. (TWidhi hiul moved 
this resolution it had made his task lighter, lie wanted the ban on 
the lawyers also removed. 

At this stage. Dr. Ghoitram (Sind) raised a i)oint of order and askeil 
the President whether M. Gandhi’s motion was in order, as it militaterl 
against ttiC Congress resolutions. 

Mr. Mahomed Ali ruled M. Gandhi s motion out of order. 

A few formal resolutions worC then passed, and at half-past ten the All 
India Congress Committee meeting was formally adjourned * sine die.” 

After the meeting was over all the prominent loaders of the ('*011- 
gress, including some of those who had siHikon and voted against M. 
f^ndhis motions throughout the session, expressed their complete con- 
haenoe in M. (Sandhi’s leadership. Meml>ers from all the provinces and all 
parties rose up one after another and pledged themselves solemnly to abide 
by his decisions and follow him to the end. 

The informal conference broke up at midnight. 

The following is the text of the other resolutions passed by the 
A. I. C. C 

VI. — Opiam Policy 

In the opinion of the the Op urn IVibry ol the (iovermneui ol liiitin 

altogether contrary to the inoni< welfare of the people ut Imlia ami other 
<*oantrie8. The A. I. i\ C. is furthot ot opinion that the people of India wonhl 
welcome the total abolition of the opium traffic for purposeh of levenue ami in 
a so of opinion the pixuluction of opium is out ot al pro|iortioii to the 
medical leqniremsiitB of Imlia. 

The A.I. C. C. hereby appoints Mr. i\ K. Amlrews to conduct an eiwiuliy 111 
•<‘Oaiieotioii with the Assam Provincial ('ongioss Committee into the opium habits 
*1100010 of Asmi and the effect upon them of the opium policy of the 
^venssseBt and lor this purpose authorien the Working (Jommutee to make ti^ 
«eof(muiy arrangements. 

VII. T^ndisns Over-seas 

Aftsp leading the report of Mchnis. Amlrews and t'hatnrviHll on emgrafion 



li. 

S^cJyl”“T^ ?heco.ope»tion rf otto organtotion. on tl«= 

<ieputation. ' 

Vlll -<-Notice of MmIom lof CoBgrwt 

1*1 K* Hiiiriirinrfl At the- AniWAl eeteioii ol the Itkliau 
Mi niotiouE Cwig^B Committees or delegat^ shoud 

^ will not be 

Hucli TMoIntiouB »» l»^e P "r ™ ^ wy *t leost 80 Mem- 


IX.— TroAAurf^ 

;k, sr.",t rar t«£ wstf'JT^ss, 

Andinrtlier, ^iSe “^intly or seve^^ from tJ- 

« r3f 


X.— Election To Working 

lirHOlved tUat Maluitma M. K. Gandlii be electeil s 


CommittAA 

member of the Working (’ominitn*«‘. 



Mahatma Gandhi on the A, L C. C. 

Etfaniiaf Ilia procsadiog* of the A« I C. C. Mohatma Giuidhi wiota two 
vaiy graphie aad illonitaaiiiii trtidat in tha YOUNG INDIA andar tha haadir^t : 
**Oafaatad db Hiifnblad** and** Tha A. 1. C. C..'* which ara raproducad below: — 

1. *Dafaalad & Humblad’’ 

The proceedings of tlie A. I. C. 0. reminded me of those at Delhi just befoic 
i was imi»riboned. The disii:ttsiuuuieiit of Delhi awaitcil me at Ahmedalmil. I ha 4 l 
a bare majority always for the four reeo utious but it must be regartietl by me as 
H minority. The House was fair.'y evenly divided. The Oopinath Saha resolution 
clinchetl the issue. The speeches, the resu t, ami the scenes I wltucssetl aftcrwanis - 
alt was a perfect eyc-oiieiun’. I undoubtedly regard the voting as a triumph for 
Mr. Das although he was apisireni y defeated by eight votes. That he oould timl 
70 supporters out of 148 who votcil had a deep signiticance for me. It Ughteii the 
darkness though very dim y as yet. 

Up to the point of the dec aratioii of the poll, 1 was enjoying the whole thing 
as a huge joke though 1 knew ail the whi.e that it was as serious as it was huge. 

I now sec that my enjoyment was suiicrficial. It coucea'ini the laceration that was 
going on within. 

Undue Levity 

After that^ dec.'aration, die chief actors retired from tlic scene and Mic Hoosi^ 
abandoned itself to levity. . Most important reso utious were i>assed with the greatest 
unconcern. There were flashes of liumour saudwitched iKdwccn these leso.utiunH. 
Everybody rose on points of order ami information. The ordeal was enough to try 
the patience of any Cbaiiman. Moulana Mahomed AU came through it all unsoatbeil. 
He kept his temper fairly. He rightly refuscil to recognise “ iKiiiits of Information 
I must confess that the suitors for fame most cheerfully olieyed his summary ruling. 
Let not the reader conclmle that there was at any stage of the pioceedings tlic 
s.igUnst insubordination. I have not known many lueetingH where there was H(» 
little acrimony or personalities in tiie debate as in this even though f(H*Iing ran 
high and the differences were sharp and serious. I have known nn'i^iiigs where 
oiider similar circumstances the Chairmen have fouml it most difficult to keep onler. 
The President of the A. I. C, C. commaiidi'd willing ohiHlieiice. All the same, dignity 
vanished after the Gopinatli resolution. It was l)efoTc this House that 1 had to put 
the last resolution. 

As the proceedings went on I must have become raoi'e and more serious. OftcMi 
1 feit like running away from the oppressive scene. I dreoilcd having to move a 
rt'soltttion in my charge. I would ask for the postponement of the resolution but 
for the promise 1 had made at the meeting that I w'ouhl suggest a remwiy or failing 
that move a resolution for pi’otecting iitigantH from the oiKration of the third 
resolution which reejuires resignation from members who do no;, Ije.icve in the 
prineij^ of the live Boycotts inc.’udiiig tliat of law courts and do not carry them 
out own persons. Protection was inteiidwl for those who might be driven 

to tlia ^nrts cither as Plaintiffs or Dcfeiulants. 

Protecting Tdtigants 

The; resolution that w-as adopted by the Working Committee aiul previously cir- 
culated i^ong the members did protect them. It was substituteii by the one actually 
passed by the A. 1, C. C. As the reader knows it exempts fiom its operation thow 
who mli^t be covered by the Cocanada resolution. In drafting that amendment 1 had 
not pUbedted litigants. I had wished to do so by a seiiarate resolution. 1 liad anmmn< 
the time of introducing the resolution and it was this promised reso.ution 
that opeiuat 'Ny me a way out of darkness invisible, 1 moved it with the preface 
fhat it was in redemption of the morning promise. I mentioned too that Mr. Gangadhar 

, Dei^puide was an instance in point. I do not believe in exemptions as far as 
I^Sl know that some of the strongest Non-co-operatoi*s have found it., 
difficult iu, ayoid law courts. Unscmpulous ilebtors have refused payments ^ 
no*op(xat0pVbe^ of their knowledge tPat the latter could not sue them. Similar. y 
I know ’ 1 ^. who have brought suits against Kon-co-opemtors because they would 
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not defend theing^Tes. The onrlodi wiU be iHsreeably sarpriied to dieeover* if thfy 
eeMTched ftoumg tbe Tank and file the nnmeroae caeee in whieh Kon-eo-operaton have 
gneCerfedtOBoierloMesto defending themBSiTes •£ fluiig. Neverthe.eBB it Ib perfectly 
tratthatiepKiBeBtatiieB boTe not alwayi been ab^e to hssip to the prohtbitioik The 

S iaetice therefore hat been to wink at filing Boita anil more often at defending them. 

'he l^ommittee baa from time to time a ao paamd ralea i legalMing the praotioe to a 

oertain extent. 1 tbonght that now when the L C. C. waa adopting a ngkl 

attitude regatding the obaervance of the boyeott. the poaition of the litigants shouht 
be coar’y defined. Kothing would please me better than tor the Congreaa to have 
only thoae reprebcntativea on ita Executive who wouM carry out all the hojeotts to 
the fuU but the exact fulfilment at the preaent atage of the boycott of law courts 
on the part ot many ia almoat an impoaaibility. Vo.nntary acceptance of poverty is 
eaaential for the purpose. It must take some time before we can hope to manage 
the Congieas urganieationa with such men and women and run them efficiently. 

Becogniamg the hard fact I was prepared to incur the odium of having to m<)\e 

he said rcbolntton of exemption. 

The Opposition 

Hard'y had I finiahed reading it up aprang the brave Haris arvottama lUo u» 
his feet ami in a vigorous and cogent speech opposed it. He said it was hia )iain. 
ful doty to oppose me. I to d him the pain was mine in that I iiail to mow u 
resolution I con'd not defend. His must be the pleasure of opposing an indcfeiisibo 
resolution and of keeping tlic Congress organisation pure at any cost. I hketl iljjs 
opposition and was looking forward to the voting but the oppo&er was foL'oweil hy 
Mwami Govmdananda who raised the technical oblecticn that no it^o ution dcbiunuHt 
to affict one pieviousiy passed cou'd be moved at the same session of>*the Coinmiitn. 
The Chairman properly rejected the objection if un'y because the previous day »!»<' 
very first resolution was amended after it waa pass^ by a majority. But ihc laht 
Utraw was unwittingly supplied by Dr, Ohoitmm. I have known him to be a res|H»ri* 
Bible man. A long iiciioiii of unbroken service lies to his crcilit. He has ciiibiaod 
poverty for the sake of his country, I was not prepared for a constituiiona' obju*- 
tlon fjom him on a matter in which the Committee had on previous occasions 
softenttl the effect of the boycott resolution. But he thoughtlessly asked wheiber my 
leaolution was not a breach of the (Congress llesol ution on boycotts. 

‘Sank Within Me’ 

Mau’ana Mahomed Ali asked me whether the objection was not jubt. 1 ot 
course it was. He therefore felt bound to hold my reso ution uneonstitutiona’.!* '1 livu 
1 sank within me. There was nothing, absolutely nothing wiong about anylKoly’b 
speech or behaviour. A’l were brief in their remarks. They wem equally courtci»ii>, 
and what is more, they were seemingly m the right and yet it was a'l hoi»c)chhy 
unrea'. The objections were like leading a sermon on the vjitne of self-restraint to n 
hungry man reduced to skeleton. Each of the actors acted involuntarily aiul uncuubciouhiy. 
1 fe.t that God was speaking to me through them and aeemtHl to say : “ Thou 

Knoweat not thou that thou art impossible. Thy time is up.” 

Gangadhar Kao asked me whether he abou'd not resign. I agrwl with hm 
that he ahou'd do ao at once and he prompt y tendered hia resignation. The pivsi- 
dent read it to the meeting. It was accepted almost unanimously. Gangailhai Hs" 
was the gainer. 


‘Know not where I stand’ 

Bhaukat Ali waa sitting right opposite at a distance of perhaps six yai^lo- 
Hia neesence restrained me from fieeixtg. I kept asking myself : cou.d riglit ever come 
out nL wrong ? Was I not co-operating with evil f Shaukat Ali aeem^ to say 
me through hia big eyes : there ia nothing wrong, tor all will be right. 1 
btinggling to free myself from the enchantment, 1 could not. The Prtsideui 
thm I now dissolve the meeting f I said oertainly. 

But Maalaaa Abul Kalam Asad who wai evidently liratching whoever 
iW face was nndeigoing was all eyes. He quickly esane up and 
disperse wiHioat the message you have premised. I replied :—Mau!uiia Saheb, • 
true. I wanM to aaj somethtim aboWt t^ie Mm plans. But what I have u 
witnessing tor the last’ hour, after tlie Qopinath lemlntlOB, baa gHeved me. 
know wbexe I stand now and what I should dO 


1 do 
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Uid ^ lly Heart. 

x£ i% U wty that. I oomplteil^ and in a ehort eneceK 
my heart and let them tee the hlood oosmg <Mit of it* 
^ u * • ^ eopiMrcw team c^tJU when there in 

iw . th^ hnt m tplte of all my efforts to be brave I broke down 
nttorly* Tno andienoe waa viaiby anected. I took them through the varioue 
I hadt pawHd and told them that it. waa Shaukat Ali who »too<l iu the way of 
my fWgIitt For^ I wgamled Mm aa a trustee for Hindu Honour aa I waa proud 
ehoO^ to regard myself aa much for Muaaalmau Honour and then 1 to 4 them 
that 1 was noable to say how I wouUl shape my future coumc. I wou:d conau t 
him and other workers who were cloaely aaaociatca with me. 

It was th» saddest, speech I had ever made. I finished and turned rouml to 
Jook lor Moolana Abul lialam Asad. He ha<l stolen away from me aiui was 
stamUng as the farthest end opposite to me. I told him 1 wou’d now like to go 
He said: -“Not yet, wait for a while for we must aiieaktoc*." Aiul he inviteii the 
audienoe to speak. Those who spoke did so with a sob. The aiglit of the htuiry- 
lieaded Sikh friend who waa chocked aa he waa apeaking touchwl me dticp. of 
course Shaukat Ali spoke and others; all begged pardon and assured me of 
their unwavering suppoit. Mahomed Ali broke down twice. I trieil to aoothe biiu. 
1 have nothing to forgive for none had iloue any wrong to me. un the coniruiy 
they had all been personally kin<l to me. 

I was sad because we were weighed in the aoa’rs of our own making, the 
('ongress Creed, and found wanting. We were such \¥K)r representatives of tlic 
Nation. I seemetl to be hopoleasiy out of place. My grief oonaisteii in the doubt 
about my own ability to lead those who would not fol.ow. I saw that I w^as utter y 
defeated and humbled, but defeat cannot diahearicii me. It can only chasten me. 
My faith in my creed stands immovable. I know that God will guide me. Truth 
is superior to man's wisdom. 

After Writing Tins. 


. mud:' say. even 

in ^MMani laid bare 
it .takes mno^ to make 


The foregoing was written on Monday the 80th June. I wiore it but I was 
not satisfied nor am satisfied now with the perfomiauoe. On rciuliug it I fc«; I 
have not (lone justice to tbe iiiecting or royac.f, Gn^at as the informal meeting 
was, the one that preoeeded it and that stung me to the (|uirk was not Icsm great. 
1 do not know that 1 have made it clear that no siionker liad any malice in him. Wtiar.' 
prayed upon my mind was the fact of unconscious irrrspousibidty and disregard of 
the Congress Creed or policy of non-violence. The inloiinal meeting was a heart- 
searcher. It purified the atmosphere. The whole of Tuealay 1 passed in discussing 
with co-workers my position. My i inermost with was imd c^ill is to reiiro from iho 
Oongrots add coimoo my odivily meroly to Hindu'Musdm unity, Khaddar and 
UntOtt(dif|^li^y* Tb^ would not listtm. I had no right, they said, to retire at a 
critioal' ^i j il lotl in the history of the nation. My wiiltdrawa! wouhl not smooth 
inatt ^l^^ Would cause depression and remove from Cougress meittings an active, 
rcBtitSfi^nfluence. 1 must actively work the ihogramnie of wliicii I was the 
autho^Ulong as the majority favourcfl it. 

Tt^lrogramme had a iar greater majority than the A. 1. C, C. voting would 
indicat^^) must travel in the country and sec things for myself. 

Abdication not possible 

^yi 4 ^|^nd proposal was % all who fully accei>ted the Congress Cretd to 
mire of the Swarajists. As the argument against it flev<* <»pc*<l, I iwjt^ttal 

it myself as i^ougbUM. It was the last thiitg the bwarajists wanted, 1 fel,t that 
it would' ;be . d(ji|Mg vioi^^ to them to expect them to do the impossible. 1 know 
tliat thf^ wouhi' .not entertain even the first proposal. X offered it to thrm atJuhu 
and reiiewfd;^ I have therefore re uctuutiy deciileil to drink the bitter 

cup anil ;^n|^ue to be in the Congress organisation and shoulder the rcs|ioii* 
sibility m it until the Congress puts me in an actual numei ical minority. 

\ niay not elu^ the short cuts : 1 must plod : I must pocket my pride atul wait 
till I am driven ontk I must seemingly become a partyman aiul sbow ttiat 1 
still irmk i^i| a man, 1 mutt strive for a majority in the next Congress* 

as it is possib.c to act imfiartially. It is not b^roiul the capacity 
are incrediby simp.e. The striving to be iu a 
( 1 ) Over and above the spanning for half an hour^ 
tpi^ be given to it. (2) Extra spinning can be dtopenswl 
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wftb in order to do Eiiaildtf proMgaoda, (B) We may *swell the Electoral Boll' 
by getting a» many Congreis tnemlm as poeeibie, (4) There ahonld be no manj. 
pnlation of papera. (5) There sbonld be no manoeronring fOr eecnring yotea« (6) 
There abould be no criticism of the oppoeite party ae dietingulshed from policy. 
<7) There abouM be no ondne presure ezeroiaed on the votera. 

Both the partica are raid to have resorted ip the past to nnacrapolons pxactioes in 
the matter of e!ection of dclegatea and . membera of the anbofdinate organirationa. Thf^ 
beat way of avoiding corraptiona ia to be indifferent to the result, after having adopted 
all honest meaaurca for influencing the votera. The No-change programme moat be what 
it means. 

Our difference 

The proceedinga of the Committee have but confirmed the view that there muat be 
a cpeiate orgar ttetiona for wotkirig ibe two molhoda. The Swerepsi ntethod cui> 
tivatca Bthii^h opinion and lorka to the Btitiah PaiHi inert for fwatr). The No-changc' 
inelhod looka to the people for it. The two methods represent two opposite men. 
taliticH. This is not to say that one is wrong, and the other is right. Each may 
be right in its own place but for one ^organiration to work both ia to weakcii 
both and therefore to (famiige the national cause. Whilst one school claims to give 
politfbal education through the Councils, the other claims to give it exclusively by 
working among the people and evoking its organising and administrative capacit}. 
One teaches to ^ok up to Government for popular progress, the other tries to show 
that even the most ideal Government p!ays among a self-governing peop!e the least 
impoitant pari in national growth. The one teaches the people that the Construc- 
tive Programme alone cannot achieve Swaraj, the other teaches the people that if 
and it alone can achieve it. Unfortunately, 1 was unabc to convince the Swarajist > 
of this obvious tiuth and 1 saw a cointitutional difiSculty in the way of secariii^ 
a homogeneous organisation. 

We must now ther.*fore do the next best thing : we must silently work u[ iln' 
(’onstjuctive Programme without regard to what will happen in Urcember; in tlic 
full belief that whether the Congress rejects or accepts the programme, for us thou- 
is no other, 1 would ask those ncwfpapers that cali themselves *No-changc* I)Sjh;i> 
i.ot to criticise the Swarajists m any shape or foim. 1 am convinced that news- 
iwpeis play a vcjy small part in shaping the policy or programme of the masii^'K. 
They do not know ih<m. The No-ebangers have to reach and repi'csent those wli » 
have ha<l no jiolitical e<lucation whatsoever. 

2. Th« “A. L C. C. ’ 

The first resolution of the A, I, C. C. is bereft of the penalty clause. It was my tii>t 
defeat in a series. Majorities cannot dtceive me. It was impossible for me to h 
satisfied with a bare xnajoiity when I knew* that if the Swarajist withdrawals weu- 
to be taken into account the defeat, was a certainty. I therefore urgerl the 
to take into account the withdrawals and remove the penalty clause from tin* 
resolution. 

The second resolution is not the same as the original draft but in substance 
it is the same. The principle of disciplinary action is retained. 

The thiid resolution constitutes a real failure. I still feel that the elective 
organisations of the Congress are Executive and that therefore they should contain 
only those who heartily support the Congress programme for the time being ainl 
wdio are prepared not to obstiuct or tone it down but to carry it out in H" 
entirety. 

, r.ut it was not possible to get over the constitutional difficulty aiul any rcstii' - 
tion upon the Cocanada Programme must be considered a breach of the Congr^* 
constitution. Putting the interpretation that I do even now the original rrsoluticn 
was not a bitacli. Put it was pointed out to me that I have no right to pm 
my own intcipretation ujon it and that the Bwarajista had the right to 
that those who entered the Councils were net debarred from being on 
tivcp. They said that as a matter of fact there were Swarajists on the WorKinu 
Committee already. 

^ The argument Jiad great weight with me and in view of the 

the original resolution disqualifying the Evrarajista thr 

could only be passed by a narrow* majority was debisive in 

icsolutlon as fnaPy ac’opted. It not please me but it was the onj pw 
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ol diopping the whole pro^ition. It was itqiilfed for the 
tike « teping befoie the country the idea of having a homogeiiGous brganiiaUoh 
and of. ina^Btence on punty of political conduct. Repreaentativca must be enpeeted 
10 confonn to Btandard they lay down for others, it mutt be pointeil out in a 
^ety of waye that the Oongiess is no longer a l)egging association but that it ia 
primarily a Sclf-pariflcation Association designeil to achieve its goal by developing 
internal strength. I’ublic opinion must therefore be created in favour of the thWe 
needed for the national life. The best way of creating it is to frame propositions 
and enlisting suppoit theiefor. Whilst, thcreloif, 1 have icooncileil myse.f to the 
possibility of temporal y heterogenity I would strongly plefci with tlw parties not to 
ubstToet each others* paths^ 


Baba Kesolution. 

The fourth resolution ,bas however completed my defeat. It is true that th^ 
Gopinath Resoiation was canied by a majority. A clear minority would have plcasftl 
me more than a narrow majority. 1 do not forget the fact that many who rotnl 
for Hr. l)ab*s amendment did so because cf the lumour of impending arrests. Many 
naturally felt it a point of honour to protect a valued chief and comrade whu had 
rendered signal services to the country and who had performeti great self-sacrifice. 
Sentiment often outweighs moral ccnsidcratlons and 1 have no doubt that the 
Rengal Government will make a scriotts blumlcr if they arrest Mr. Das and his 
supporters. It is too laic in the <lay to punish opinion. If theie was no moral const- 
deration against suppoiting Mr. Das’s amendment 1 would have had no hesitation what- 
ever in myself tendering my support but 1 could not. No Congressmen could. 


A Staggering Hevelation 

Hr. Das gees no difference between my rcfolut’on and his. I can only say it is 
self-deception. Those who spoke in support of his prorosition iHd not mince matters. 
Thty had room for political murder in their philosophy and, after all, is it not the common 
phiiocopby, the majority of the so-called civilised peoples believe in and act upm? On 
due occoslons they hold that for a disorganised and oppressed |)Con!e political assassina- 
tion is the only ivmedy. That it is a false philosophy, that it. has tailed to make the 
world better to live in, is only too true. I merely state that if Mr. Das and h^s supporters 
have erred they have the bulk of ‘civilised* opinion on their side. The foreign masters 
of India have no better recoid to show. If the Corgi ess was apolitical oigaiiisation with 
no limitation as to means it woud be impossible to object to Mr, Das’s omindment on 
itp merits. It would then be rendeixd to a (loestion of txperience. Hut that there were* 
seventy Congress lie| resent at ives to lupport the resolution was a staggering revelatiou. 
Thty have proved untrue to their creed. In my r pinion the amemlnient was in breach 
of the Congress creed or the policy of non-violence. But I purposely refraintd fioni 
raising such an objection. If the members tvanUd the resolution it was well for them to 
have it. It is always best in my opinion to let constitutional questions lie decided as a rule 
by members. 

Other Resolutions 

The other resolutions do not require any dihcufesion. The resolution extolling the 
>ikh lacrilloe and bravery was in continuation of the traditional policy of the Congrrsa. 
The Opium Resolution Ixcame nccissaiy for two reasons. Miss JiCeMotiee who has l)een 
doing most valuable woikin trying to reduce the world grow'th of Opium to its bare 
ttudical necessity has pointed out in tragic terms the iuimoral Opium l*o!icy of the Govein- 
ment of India. Mr. Andrews has shown how the Ooveinramt of India inade itself respon- 
sible for changing at the Opium Convention the word “ Mcdicui’’ lo “ Legitimate”. In des- 
cribing the people its requirements it therefore became necessary in view of the approaching 
( oiivcntion at Geneva, for the A, I. 0. C. to say what the Nation thinks of the Oovernmetit 
ol India's Policy, It had become e<iually iwccfesaiy to investigate the condition of th<: 
Assamcie under the Opium habit. A fine body of men and womeo are uiulergoing a 
process of decay under the cursed Opium habit. The Assam Provincial Congresn Com- 
mittee is ready to inquire into the matter. The A t. C. C. lias therefore thought it 
drsiiaWe to appoint Mr. Andrews to conduct the inquiry in co ojicration with the 
Provincial Committee. 

The sevesQth resolution authorises the Working Committee to appoint if necessary a 
deputation enquire into the comlitions of Indian labourera of tho Malay Pciiinsala* 
Biki Ceylon; iWc know nothing of the cemdition of tl^^ who emirate to Ceylon 

and the Peninsula except from the stray reports that appear in the press. It 

^*our duty i{^ia|iii|dy their condition and do whatev* r we can to ameliorate it. 
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M. Gaadhi'i “One Programme” 

It did not take tbe Mahatma long to reooYor from being thus 
‘ defeated and humbled \ and at the insistent demand from friends and 
workers for a ‘common programme' for all partly in the country, 
80 that controversies may be set aside and an activity roused in the 
country as intense as in the hey-day of N-0-0inl92l, M Qandhi issued 
the following manifesto on July 10rii» 1924. 

Friends have asked me to suggest one universal programme in which 
Raitg Maharajas, No-Changers, Pro-Changeci, Liberals, Independents, 
-practiriog lawyers, Anglo-Indians and all others could join without reserve. 
I am ask^ to suggest such a programme with the condition that it 
must be effective and swift enough for tbe attainment of Svaraj. The 
most effective and the swiftest programme 1 can suggest is the adoption 
and organisation of Khaddar, the promotion of Hmdu-Mualim unity 
and the removal by the Hindus of nntouchabUity. It is my unalterable 
belief that if these three things are achieved, we can establish Swaraj 
without the slightest diflSlcalty. 1 further believe that, if all the parties 
whole-heartedly work the programme, it can succeed within one 
year. 

Success of Khaddar. 

Success of Khaddar will mean boycott of foreign cloth. It is India's 
right and duty to manufacture all the cloth she needs. She has the 
means of doing it, and the boycott of foreign cloth will automatically 
purify the English mind and remove the one Insuperable obstacle in 
the way of Englishmen looking at things Indian from the Indian stand- 
pont. If, therefore, the country as a whole adopts this three-fold 
programme, I would be prepared to advise the suspension of the Non- 
co-operation programme and civil disobedience for a period of one year, 

* 1 say one year, because an honest woiking of the programme must 
bring about a virtual boycott of foreign cloth within that period. 

1 need hardly say that the co-operation of Swarajists alone in the 
above programme is not enough to buspend Non-co operation or pr* 
oarations lor civil disobedience. Their assent is already there. They are 
pledged, like all other Congressmen, to the full constructive progra^ne. 
Non-co-operation is necessary so long as there is no change 
in the Government and without that change, those who keep thcraseivts 
outside the Congress pale will not actively and openly participate i 
the programme. 

Time not yet for Co-operation. 

I fear that the time has not yet arrived for such sincere 
tlon with the people on the part of the government, or thw 
Bosiaon and prestige depend upon its patronage. 1 know too tnai » 
5ery large number of people me not yet convertrf to ^e ® ^ 
of unadulterated Khaddar. They dwt^eve m . the mighty 
the chatkha. They even suspect me of evil designs upon fke . 
^Us. Few take toe ttouWe of drawing a ““‘’‘I “^uotry 

of the message of the charkha. I have no doubt that the count r 
will soon come round to the charkha if itt votaries are 
faith. Bnt some of my friends tell me that I am wrong in my ,,i 

•Thw teU me that. « 1 would bat drop NOT-^opetaaon and «>.• 

disoLdience, every one wUi gather round the charl^ and t at 
preposterous f. r me to suspect toe Government of a de-ire to o 
Hiadus wd Mussalmaus. i hope 1 am wrong* 
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me a^e the poaiUon cleat lepicding ourmlihi. l aiA Mt tlieir 
enaoiy* 1 Mieve they have a place ia our economy for tome time tci 
cQBie. Boycott of foceigo cloth canoota perhaps* be brought about tpeedi«~ 
ly without the assistance of mills. But* if they are to help, they must 
becOUSa national ia spirit. They must act be worked merely for the 
agents and shareholders, but the nation at large, la our programme* 
however* we must erase the mills. For, Khaddar has to carve out a 
poaiUlQn for itself. The message of Khaddar has not even been delivered 
to one out of seven lakhs of villages* The mills have therefore more 
than six-sevenths of India yet at their disposal* If Khaddar is to 
establiidi a permanent^ iootiog, Congressmen can only use and popularise 
it to the exclusion of mill cloth. Patriotic mill-owners must see at a 
glance the utility, the necessity and the resonableness of my proposition. 
Indeed* they can help Khaddar without hurting themselves, if the time 
coihi^ when the whole of India adopts Khaddar, they must re|oica 
with the nation* and they will, even as the Lancashire mill-owners will 
and must some day, dad other uses for their capital and machinery* 

The Immediate Task. 

1 have sketched the universal programme tor the satisfaction of 
insistent friends. But I would warn the workers against turning their 
attention a|ray from the immediate task before them, which is to attend 
to their own and their neighbours* spinning. If universal acceptance 
does hot come now* their spinning and their faith wdl precipitate it. 
That it must come some day u a certainty. The precise date can be 
determined only by those who have already a liv ng faith in it and 
who have proved it by acting up to it in the face of the heaviest odds. 

The Swarajist Position. 

The compromise at Ahmodabad was hailed with joy by the Indian* 
Nationalists as it averted for the tiraj being the open split between the 
two wings of the Congress, the prospect of which had already created an 
alarm in the country. Like all compromise, however, it had only the negative 
virtue of bringing in quiescence, and for the next month or so both p.irties 
seemed to be resting to reouporato the vitality that had boon lost during 
the May— June pourparlers. After the Ahmodabad meeting the Swaraiist 
position as summed up by Mr. C. R. Das and Pt. Motilal Nehru was this : — 

Mr. C, R. DAS in a Press interview said that the net result, from 
the Swarajist point of v.ew* of the Ahmodabad sitting of the All- 
india Congress Committee was that things remained as they were, with 
tuis difference that the Delhi and Coconada resolutions permitting 
Council entry were accentdated. Mr. Das had no heji'ation in inter- 
preting the boycott resolution which had been passed to exclude memb rs 
of legislative bodies from its operation. So far as this point was con- 
o||Oed* it waa a net Swarajist gain. Ocherwise, the differences remamod 
whore they were. 

Asked to state the real attitude of the Swarajists with reference to 
• the spinning resolution, Mr. Das replied: *' fhe Swarajists have no 
objectiott to spin and they have over and over again declared theic 
tjuth in the constructive programme. But they strongly resented any- 
thiug being forced upon tnem, ani they thought it was hu attem]^ to 
excihde unconstitutionaly from the Congress executive. They 

re arded this uncoustitutionalism as nothing short of violence.** 
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Ji^urdit MOTILAL NEHSU in an interview said as to the aim of his 
paity, whether the Council dead*locks are to be the end of their plan:-« 

''The capture of the Councils and the br'nging about of deadlocks 
are only means to an end and not the end itself. We already passed new 
roles (see p. 594 ) for our guidance in the Assembly, which, will show that we 
considerably enlarged the field of our activities, as has been made clear 
in Uie jcint statement issued over the signatures of Mr* Das and 
myseli. We shall oppose all Government measures which tend to 
maintain or increase the hold of the bureaucracy over the country and 
help and promote all measures tending to remove or lessen that hold. 

**Tbe real work of preparing the country is being done by the 
Kational Congress as a whole and consists in the carrying out of the 
constructive programme with a view to civil disobedience. The Swaraj 
Party will help in this work by educating the electorate and keeping 
them in toudi with the proceedings in" the various Councils, which will 
be an index to the intention of Government* The people will thus 
know from time to time what response the Government is making to 
their legitimate aspirations and be ready to take their stand upon their 
rights* when such rights cannot fit with the interest of the bureaucracy. 
We have for the present set the ball rolling by putting forward the 
Kational Demand in the Assembly. As soon as the ball ceases to roD. 
we shall take the next definite step which may prove even less pleasant 
to the bureaucracy than the demand we have already mad€, I canot 
go into further details for the present. But it is intended that the 
Swaraj Party must continue to fight in the Council* if only to justify 
its existence as a wing of the Indian National Congress.*’ 

Mr. S. SEINIVA8A IYENGAR of Madras in an interview said 
*•1 frankly confess I do not knew where we stand. The Ahmedabad 
resolutions have been so framed that any party may put any inter- 
pretation on them as it likes and seek to justify the conduct. On 
the score cf the resolutions they have afforded fresh starting points for 
seme quarrels. They have settled nothing, but they have shown unm s* 
takably that No-changers are not so strong as they appeared to be. 
TLeirs is a losing cause which does not deserve the support of the country. 

"The policy of Swarajists in the Legislative Assembly is not fudy 
obstruction. Since 1 intend joining the Swaraj party shortly, with a view 
if possible to give effect to what 1 have in my mind, I reserve further 
comment on this topic. Alternative to obstruction is, as I have shown 
on previous cccasions* capturing seats on the provincial Councils and 
Assembly and leave them vacant. What No*changers should do if 
they want to become a vital force Is to have a new cry in addition 
to Charka. Mr. Gandhi has achieved bis purpose. X am hopeful that 
he will shortly formulate a new programme suited to the present needs 
of the country. If he acts with the consultAtioii with all leaders* he is 
sure to arrive at an all-round programme both as regards Councils and 
the irotk outside. The existing technical boycotts upon which no pro- 
paganda is carried on should go. Charka must be common to all 
parties as before. No-changers must beceme pro-changers with a diflerent 
positive programme. If Mr. Gandhi chooses, be can find a common 
formula. 1 have reason to believe that he is thinking about it. If * 
be gives the country a really fighting programme, I am sure the 
Swarajists will join him. By fighting programme I mean capturing 
lotal bodies and bolding them in trust for the Congress. The moment 
we have a common fighting programme, Khaddar will receive a new 
impetus.** 



The Sikh Movement 

A chfiractcristic feature of the nationalistic movement in India in 
lecent times is Satyagraha cr Non-voilont resistance to constituted authority. 
It aims at breaking the age-long incuuitie.s of orthodox custom wliH'h 
have kept the people enslaved so long and upon which autocracy in 
every shape has flourished. That the Satyagralui movement fiist inaug\initod 
liy M. Gandhi apinst the Govornmont is now fast spreading is shown hy 
the fact that besides the Sikh Akali Satyagraha started .since the Nankaiia 
tragedy and the Borsad Satyagiaha closed in danuary la.M. two new 
iTiovcinciits have since ari.soii ai;d still hold the count ly in increa.sing 
excitement. These are the Vaikoin Salyagraha in Travancore State against 
the ban of untouchability and nnapproachability on the low ca.stc Hindus, 
and the Tarakeswar Satyagraha in Bengal against the alleged opi»ressions 
and scandalous life of the Mohunt (d Tarakeswar. In both cases the struggle 
has derived its sharpness from the fact that the Govei nmcnt, broad based 
as it is upon all that is “too wotHlon. too rotten, too antidilin ian’', lias 
sided ’with the reactionary orthodox elements as against the advancing 
current of popular and luoro democratic thought. 

An account of the Akali movement in the first three months of the 
current year has been given in our last issue. Since then the Piinjah 
Govt, have strengthen od their repressive measures against the Sikhs. 
None the loss the Shahidi dathas continue to into .laito. An account 

of those Jathas up to the third has been given in our last issue. Suh.sc<inoiit 
events are narrated below. 

b^arly in April last Sardar Mangal Singh, rrosidoiit of the Central 
Sikh League and a member of the Working Committee of the National 
Congress, issued the following statement in reply to statements made in 
rarliament and in the Legislative Assembly (pp. 151 & 284). 

** Efforts arc being matle to create an iinpression in the mind o£ tlie public tliul. 
tlie 8ikhs are not willing to grasp the band of fricmlsliip -which the Oovcrninent 
dnrlares is always extcndotl to them. T have no doubt the communily much ap|»ireiHte 
tlie generous remarks which both the Secj*eiary of Slate for India in the House of 
fiOnU and the Home Member in the Assembly nnule about them. But 1 am s(»ny 
that no attempt is being made to understand the Sikh point of view aiui to reinniy 
thfir grievances. It is said that the Shironiani (Jurudw.ara ]'arl>aiidhak t'ornmif.f.w; is 
unreasonable. What are the facts? The E. G. P. and (he Shironmni Akali 
Dal, which arc the two premier and representative organiwitions of the Sikhs, have 
IsH.*!! declared unlawful. Practically all the lemlers and a very large number of 
w»>rkers have been clapped into jails. The press has Is^cn foi bidden to pcblish the eoiii- 
iHuaications issued by the Shironfeni C’ommittce, People giving donations to the 
Committee, collecting fnmls or remlering other kind.s of assist ance to the CommittiH* 
have been harassed and the generous provisions of the law have l>e< n put, into 
*»IK'rat3on against them. The use of post ami telegraph has been refused to 

Committee. Even money orders are not dclivcre<l. The. lufwspsiper.s whi<*h ure. 
►.vmpathctic towards the Akali cause are bidng hitnisscd. The jatlias whi<*li aie ilaily 
yo'.ug to Bhai Pheru from the bcgiuuing of 1024 are arrested, trh^l :iiid e4*uvicted 
to Multan jail then and there. Similarly from Mih of Septendur daily jathas 
25 men have been going t(» Jaito to resume the Akhand Path oi I he iminternipfed 
leading of the scripture. They arc arrested and deported to llawal and h’lt in a i»nigie 
there.' The treatmciit meted out to the Shahidi .latlia is well-known, A i-<*f/ular 
Ciufipaign is carried on in tl*c villages where peopb* who are sympathei ’ to the 
arc arrested. It is after tlius tying the t.'omTiinnily hand an*! foot ami utter 
them effectively that the “ haml of friond>hi[»'' is t<> thrm ! The 

80 
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Sikbft have always b^cn rearly for an bonourab'e settlement and even to-day ih(>y 
arc prepared to grasp th-j hand of friendship, provided the off.T is genuine and loa' 
Bat if, as I sa^p^ct, the offer is made only with the object of gaining a 
ailvantage, jt would not deceive the Sikhs. The Sikhs arc a simple, straight-forwai.l 
people. The game of diplomacy is foreign to them. When there will be a gsnuin.i 
gesture of friendship on the part of the Governmen*:, f am sure they wlH on'y 
glad to c'asp tin proferrel hand. But if, on the other hand. Government wants 
try repression, it i« bound to fail with the Sikhs. It betrays a woeful igiioiaTK - 
of Sikh psychology and histoiy. The Sikhs flourish under repression and the Iv!ui >:• 
has grown with the blood of the martyrs. 

Side by side with the pol 'cy of repression there is also a campaign of inisrcpres. uv 
atioii about the aims and objects of the movement. It is often said that the Sik) - 
are fighting to set up a Raj of their own. A serious allegation of this noit < 
likely to produce grave apprehensions in the minds of other communities, b : 
fortunately we in India are too familiar with the old, old device of “divide u: 
impera” to be deceived. These allegations are made in ortler to alienate r.;, 
symvtathies of other communities from the Sikhs, but the fact that the wdiole oouiiMy 
has rallie<l to the Sikh cause is sufficient p"roof that those misrepresentations an- 
accepted at their tiue worth by the people. 

Object of the Sikh Movement. 

But in order that there may be no misunderstanding regarding ilie objeets n 
the Sikh movement, I declare it emphatically that the idea of establishing Sikh H i, 
has never been entertained by any Sikh. The S. G. 1\ C. stands only for ih 
puritication of the places of worship. As for the nationaj aims of tlie SikUs it y 
are directed lOAanls the attainment of Swarajya in common with their sisier o;n- 
munilies. The Akali movement though cBscntially religious in spirit,* is iUchomloi v 
national in outlook. All the items of constructive programme have been 
upon by the Akalis and in fact cirricd out to a very large extent, A veiy ! i.;!! 
percentage of Sikh men and women have discarded foreign cloth and takirn’ t/. • • 

U8(; of khaddar. Drink, which was a great evil prevalent among the Sikhs, li:is In- u 

completely eradicated. The work of untouchability lias been pushed on witli -r -a? 
vigour. Litigation lias been consiilerably rc<luced by private arbitration. Tims 
Akah movement is a powerful auxilliary to the national cause. 

Xow with reganl to Jaito, the aims of tlie jathas which are going ther.- :l!. 
clear. The instructions issutnl to them by the Akal Takht require them mu^v * • 

restarl. the interrupted Akljaml Path. There seems to he a suspicion in tlir ai 

mind that the Sikhs intend to carry on the Nab ha agitation under lije covc!! f 
Akhand Path and want to use Jaito as a base for further agitation. Nolliing ci 
be further from the truth. Sikhs arc going there to assert tlieir frenldui i 
unrestricted worship and they have no other ulterior object. The Jaito Saiy;i-::i’ 
as such is (juite apart from the agitation about the deposition of the Maliurai:ii> f 
Nablia. 

The Sikh case is clear. They are fighting for the elementary right of fn**! * i: 
of worship and no amount of repression can avail. In fact the sufferings and ' ■ 
deeds of the martyrs are being daily recounted in the prayers and arc thus hetvut 
part and parcel ot the history and Irailitions of flie panth. As a frieinl «'i •*' 

British people, I may point out that the bitterness which is being iu'vi-iii'iv 
accumulated as a result of this in the minds of the people is fraught witli l'.. 
coiiBetjuenc.'s for the future. The Sikhs are not fighting for their sectional po it. 
apceniinncy and in their religious struggle they*' have not introduced any uh- 
political motives ; and on this issue they are always open to an lioiiouiah e ‘ 
numt. As for their national aims the Sikh community will stand shoul<ler t<* ■ 

with their Hindu and Muslim brethren in the fight for their country’s fieedoni. 

The Birdwood Committee 

The Punjab Government and also the Government of India, on • ' 
pressure of their Legislatures, had pledged themselves to solve ilio 
<luestion speedily. Accordingly on April 11th the Punjab Govt. issuM ' c 
*' following Press Communique : 

‘In March) 1921, the Punjab Government introduced a Bill 
with the management of the Sikh Gurudwaras and Shiine-s in 
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Province, but the Bill encountered considerable opposition and was 
ultimately dropped. During the following year several further attempts 
were made by the Goven.inei.t to ftarno a measure, but none of them 
obtained the requisite support. Ultimately, a Rill was passed in Novem- 
ber 192?, but it was not approved by the Sikh members of the Couneil, 
aid has not actually been put into force. Government thought that 
a considerable number of Sikhs would be glad to see an Act \»assed 
with the same object, cither in amei.dnient of or in substitution tor the 
Act of November, 1922. It has for some time past been known 
that it was ready to consider any proposals made to this end, provi<lcd 
that they were responsible, aid would bo likely \o receive substantial 
support from the interests conecincd. No such draft moasiiro has, 
however, up to date been put forward for the consideration of tlie 
Goverr.ment. Iho Govcri nient thinks that in dcferciice to the wishes 
of so many of the Sikh community, fuitlnu- effort should now 
1:0 made to asceitaiii the lines on which a measure for dealing 
\\ith the Guiudwara^ mi^Jit be fnmed, aid in older to assist the (om- 
niuiiity in the matter, His Excellency the Govcriior in (-oiineil has 

derided to appoint a Committee to asccitain the wishes of those eoisi 
deicd most competent to advise, aid to ropoit as to the principles on 
vhich a measure might now be framed for dealing wiih the adminis 
t ration and mai agement of the Sikh Gurud warns and shrines. 'Kho 
(’oinmittco will, at the some time, be asked to report as to the best 
meats of dcaliiig with the question of Kirpans. The Ctunmittee will be 
presided over by General Sir Wiliam Biidwtod, Geiicial Oft'eer Com- 
mai.ding-in-Chief of the Northern Con. mai.<l. Ihe names of other members 
will bo announced slioitly, Mr. 11. Calvert, I.C.S., M.L.A., will act as 
Secretary of the Committee.’ 

This news was welctmcd by many in J'ui-jab and ])Coplo thought 
that a settlement was in sight. Rut the halting i aturo of the 

• (nmuiiiquo was disappointing. 8iidar Maipil bingh gave out bis 

view that: “the con mittce of ciqniiy winld 1 ot meet the situation 

ill ai y way; for as a matter <f fait thoic is nothing to bo enquired 

ii to. Sikh opinion on the Gun dwaia question is alrci dy foimulated ai d 
IH'Pcrly oigaiiiEcd. It is also suflitici.tly well-known, 'ihe aiithoiities 
Ihimtclvcs aie fully awaio of it. for wo have made no seciet cl our 

den ai ds. Jf the Govciimci.t has row icabVed that the. proeeduro 
ulopttd on the previous occasions was vviong, it should have afIoi»tcd a 
iliffcrent and mono straight-foi waid couiso. Ii stead of boating al r ut the 
1 n.*‘h aid taking loni.d alout couiscs Iho easiest aid the im st open 
f (•ulge would be for the Goven mci.i to coi suit the real loadcis w ho 
iiie in jail, aid have a face to face discussion with them, as they 

-le the most competent people to udviso on the iimltcr. I* or that 
1 in pose, however, the first requisite and ctscnlial pieliminaiv is to 
‘leate a calm and peaceful atmosphcic by giving up the M |»icssivo 
lolicy which is new in full swing all over the Piovinre. With 
tbeir representative oiganisations declared unlawful, their leadcis mst in 
.i:‘il with thousands of other woikeis, aid the (picstion <>1 daito stilly 

'■I settled, the ,^ikhs cviflei.tly cannot bo expected to be in a pioi»cijy 
pacific mood, ai d ui dcr these foi.ditioi‘s 1 o incasuic, however well m^aiiiiu , 
"’aids any chance of success.’’ 
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However attempts were made by th*e Sikh leaders also to explore 
the field of compromise. This led to a grand meeting of the Siklii^ 
being hold on Sunday the 4th May, 1924, in the Sri Guru Singh Sabha 
Hall, The meeting was largely attended by Sikhs of all shades of opinion. 
Dr. Jaggat Singh Sardar Bahadur was elected President and S. Toja 
Singh was elected Secretary of the meeting. It passed the follow in:/ 
resolutions. — 

This grand meeting of the Sikhs views with appreciation tho 
attempts of the Government to .solve the Gurudwara question, as c\ 
pressed by the appointment of the Bird wood Committee and the aniiouuco 
ment of H. E. Sir Edward Maclagan, and while it requests the S, G. P. (\ 
and the Sikh leaders not to lose this opportunity, it expects that the 
Government while bearing in mind the signal services that the Sikhs 
have been rendering to the Empire and the unique sacrifices that tljcy 
have made for the preservation of their legitimate rights, atid by sin- 
cerely removing the real grievances of the community would solve the 
(luestion with frankness and statesmanship. The meeting furthor 
maintains that any settlement in order to be final and satisfactory to 
the Sikhs, should be made acceptable to the S. G. P. C. whit'li 
their accredited representative. 

'TL This grand inceting of the Sikhs is of opinion that wliori 
dealing with the present Sikh situation, full consideration slfould be Liiven 
to the following : 

“(a) The Notification declaring the S. G. P. C. and the Akali Pai 
as unlawful associations should be withdrawn, (b) All Sikhs inipi isoned 
in connection with the Gurudwara Reform Movement, Kirpan, and Nal»lia 
<juestioii should be released. All cases pending iti the Conits should 
withdrawn ; and all fines and confiscations ot propoity remit! oil and 
‘ returned, (c) To possess and wear a Kirpan of any length slnuiM 
bo the right of every Sikh, male or female, young or old. (d) 
freedom of worship and Akhand Path should be allowed in Gimub' u 
Gang Sar. («) The present Act should be replaced by a fresh Gurudwara Law 
based on the fundarnontal iiriiiciplo that the managoment and ownoishin 
of all historic Gumdwaras and their i>roperties belongs to Ihc Sikli 
community and not to any person or sect, (f) A sincere and vvuiuur 
attempt sliould bo made to settle the Nabha question.” 

In the next following days negotiations with regard to the soltlcrncjit oi tlie 
Gurudwara question came to a head all of a sudden when ccitain lopiivei. 
tatives of the S.G.P.C. had a talk with some officials. On April 31st 1h< 
Akali leaders had a prolonged talk with Saidar Bahadur Mehta)» Sin^li 
and other Akali loaders in the Tiahore Jail, A false rumour was staito-! 
that M. Gandhi had expressly desired the Sikhs to make peace at ai > 
tost, but Mr. Panikkar, the Akali Secretary, in a press anniniiniMH'’ 
set the matter at rest by denying that the Mahatma had written lU ) 
communication to them. The negotiations broke dotvii on the question of Nal h| 
which the Akalis w^ould not give up and the Govt, on their part wnui'l 
not allow them to raise, and also on the release of. the political pi i.-ciei"* 

Finally on June 4 th the Bird wood bubble burst and the Piii.jib 
« announced thiit it would bo useless for the Birdwood (Committee to eon ni' ^ 
work. ‘ In arranging for the personnel of the Committee which was to l oi ^ 
tbc Gurudwara ai d Kirpan questions under the presidency of (Jcneia. 
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AVilliam Birdwoorl, the C^oyt. of the Punjab had entered into eon vernations 
with some of the elected Sikh members of the IjCgislative Council anti oiidea~ 
voured to arrange through them for a mutual luiderstanding of the ditforonces 
and difficulties and so to secure success of the oiierations of the Committee. 
No such understanding was reached and it was found impimsiblo 
to secure a satisfactory representation on the Committoc of all interests 
concerned. The Government therefore decided with great rcIucUuico that 
as there appeared no prospect of the Committee arriving at a solution 

which would be generally ai'ccpted, it would bo useless at l-ho present 
juncture for the Committee to commence work.' 

It was stated in Sikh circles that the Akali negotiation.s with tho 

Birdwood Committee had been pi*aclically dropped, mainly on the (piestion 
of the release of Akali prisoners. \Vhiie the Akalis demanded the release 
of all the Akali prisoners immediately after the preliminary settlement 
and before the Birdwood Committee started any iinjiiiry, the (niverir 
ment of India were in favour of reviewing all smh cases after tlio 
Hiial settlement was reached, with a view to loloaso as many as pos.siblc. 

Further Persecutions. 

Karly in April judgment w;is delivered in the famous Sikli loaders 
case which arose from the arrest of (>2 S. G. T. C. niombers who were 
holding a eommittoo moeting at the Akal Takkl on 7th danuary Ijwt. 

The charge against them was that they were Imiding a pndiibited 
meeting as the S. G. 1‘. C. was on 12tli ()ct(>))or last dcidarcd by the 

Govt, to 1)0 ail unlawful assembly. An account of this mooting as 
given l)y S. G. P. C. connnuniijuo i.s ijuotcd hclow. dhe communiijue 
says : 

‘ To-day (7tli Jaiivaiy) at. 1 I*. M. Uu-. bobsiou of the Otnw ru! Meeting of the S. 0. I^•(\ 

btarted on ihe 2Qd ttiory ef .Sri Akai Taktit KabU>. .\n hour iiad Hcnrcly ilapBcc 

when DcwB rcaobed tbo ('jmiu:ttco that me police v. cie preparing al their lieaci- 

quarters at Kutwali in iho City to march to Sri Akul Tukirt Kuhib to arrtMt 

indiBcriminately all who would prcBrnt in the C numiMco. Ah the tcrniH oi 
Teferonce of the general comoiitteo were of an important nature, it. was decided nut 
to talk about the coming of the police and tu vigorously proceed in executing the 
busineBB before them. The Committee had not yei tinihOed one quarter of their 
work when the police wer:; reported to have reached the Akal 'J'akht. As in cuktuniary 
from the times of the Guru*), no one with uniform on can enter the Akal ‘J'akht 
and no one who is not regularly baptiBcd is allowed to place a stiq) on the plat- 
form of the throne or to ascend the stairs. The pilice ami thi« Military who were 
beaded by the Superintendent of Police and two otiicr British OilL’cis wero advised 
by some gentleman present that they should not attempt to enter the Akal Takht. 
The Superintendent of Police however paid no herd to this advise and ordered hia 
force (Police and Military) to break through the entrance by force. On this 
order being given by the Snp’erinteiident the Akalip, who in the mi anwhile had gal lur- 
ed there in aufficient numberp, formed into a polid wall and oecuph^d the entrance 
to the Sri Akal Takht Sahib. The Superintendent and his party tried their level 
best 10 break through the Akalis but were pushed backwarri by the Akalis. On the 
police trying again and again to ascend the Aka! Takht Sahib, they were tc.ld that 
BO long as there was one Sikh child alive in Amritsar at the. moment, no uubapti^cd 
person conld be permitted to violate this custom. It will Ikj intfresting to know 
that when the Akalis were busy with the police at the mtrance of the Sii Akal 
Takht, the Committee remained busily en^^aggd m tronsacling the ngeiM.i before them. 
The police were thus in an unsettled state oi mind ami liui not know what to^do. 
S. Jodh Singh, M. A., appeared on the scene and explained to the Hupcrlntcndent 
of Police that it was impossible for them to enter Sn Akal Takht ai.;’ that as the 
uembers of the S. O. P. C. would not at all shiink from arrtbt it was bosl that 
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the BStboTliict eobmit the list of the oamei of the membfva they wieb to arie^t 
which he wunM present to the Committee asaembliog for enrrenderiDg the per8fiD», 
ii preseoti to the police. The anthoiitiee eeeiog no othtr alteinatire poitible, yielded 
to hand over the Jibt to 8, Jodh Siogb. Jniit when Ihii talk wa« going on between 
8. Jodh Singh and the authotitiep, the latter were told by the Secretary of the local 
Gnrdwara Committee to clear out of the premiges of Darbar Sahib as they were in 
nnitorm. The Sapdt. and his party agreed and took their stand in front of Gnrd- 
wara Thara Bah b with their back towards the Gnrdwara. It has been mentioned 
above that the authorities gave up the list of persons they wished to arrest. This 
list ms read out before the committee and those wanted by the police came down from the 

upper story to be arrested. The anthorities in the meanwhile had left Thara Sahib ano 

watchbu tbu Oiuck T •wtr to await the ooming of the members they wanted to take 
hold, ft was about 6 0 * clock when the members finishing their work calmly came down 
from Sri Akal Jakht Sahib, and standing before it implored the help uf the Great 
Sat Onrn for whose cante they were going to jail.'* 

The following resolutions were passed by the General Committoe fit 
the S. G. P. C. held on 7th Januaiy, ^1924. 

Whereas the S. G. P. 0. is the supreme religious assembly composed of reprr. 

eentatives elected by the whole Sikh Community in consonance with the injunc- 

tion of the Sikh Pantb, whereas the taid committee being invested with alJ the 
f-aecutive powers to protect ami advance the cause of the Sikh faith has been 
peacefully carrying on religious reforms, whereas the Bb. Akali Dal has been renderiii{> 
voluntary services to the said committee to save the honour of their religion, tbi^ 
assembly most emphatically condemns the arbitrary and high-handed measure tbtr 
declaration of the said two bodies as unlawful association" and deprecate this auti- 
eratic action of the Government as a reckless inteiference with the nnviolable re- 
ligious lights of the Indian citizens in utter violation of the proclamation of 
and repudiate this direct challenge to the whole nation to the exercise of the uni- 
versal civil right of the formation of associations. 

2. This committee appreciates with great satisfaction the noble sacrifices rendered 
by the members of the B, G. P. O. and of Sb. Akali Dal, who have suffered arrests . 
imprisonments and deaths, and congratulates them for their sterling services to tin 
Tautb. 

3. Whereas the Bureaucracy has by stopping the Akband Path inflicted the 
greatest insult aud irreparable injuries on the Sikh Pantb and perpetrated lutblpss 
religious crimes, wrhereas the Sikh |anth has resolved to restart and complete lOJ 
Akhand I'aths to atone for the sacrilege done to their Goru, whereas the Jatba daily 
reachiog at Jaiton to fulfil the holy mission are being most brutally treated by the 
rallous and wantonly insolent officials at Nabha at the instance of the responsible 
Government officials, this t'ornmittee failing to tolerate any longer to continued 
deprecations of their religious rights empowers the Executive Committee to take al; 
possible steps to effectively deal with the situation and save the hocour of the 
Sikh religion. 

Fifty-seven accused, the leading lights of the S. G. P. C., wore then 
convicted and sentenced to 2 years’ rigorous iniprisonment with a fine ol 
Es. 600 each. Fresh persecution of the Akalis went on unabated. C)i 
further arrests of Gurudwara leaders, Messrs Katanshing and Gurdiul 
Singh, President and Secretary of the Ludhiana* Cominittoo, and S. Kaiijii 
Singh, Manager of Bhai Pheru, were arrested in the latter part of Apiil. 

On May, 3rd a charge under Section 124-A I.P.C. (Sedition) wa.- 
Irained against Swami Onkaranand, a Bengali Sanyasi, for having writtci' 
and published a pamphlet entitled ‘The Akali Struggle and our duty 
and for having made a speech in Jallianwala Bagh about the firing ai 
Jaito. The accused while pleading not guilty to the charge said that it 
was incompatible with the facts and he declined to substantiate them a- 
be' had 1.0 faith in the justice of the Courts where the judiciary vv:l^ 
sibsevviont to the executive, which sat for administering justice agaiiK-t 
peisons who l.ad been liglitly or wrongly in the bad looks of the Govern 
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ment. He refused to produce defence and was eventually sentenced to ^ 
year’s rigorous imprisonment. 

On the same day was arrested the head Grant, hi K irtar Singh of 
the .Golden temple* Amritsar, on a charge of allogod intimidation to the 
Police while in the act of arresting a Sikh preai^hcr. Sirdars Miikhan 
Singh, Icchha Singh, Jathodars, and 2 other prominent Akalis were 
further arrested on May 7th. On May I7th. Saixlir Mohindra Singh, 
Member of the Punjab Legislative Council, was sentenced to two and a half 
years’ rigorous imprisonment and fine of Rs. 1,500 for tlie alleged offence of 
entertaining the Shah idi Akali datha which passed through the Ludhiana 
district, hiven Sirdar' Jodh Singh, M.Ij.C , was rhargod with giving false 
evidence in the S. Q. P. C. leaders case and a pretext was found to 
remove him to jail. 

On May 14th began the famous Jaito trial at Nabha in the ro\irt 
of Rai Saheb Lala Amar Nath. The way in which the judge conducted 
the case, to compare great things with small, may bo compired to the 
O’Dvvyer— Nair case in England. There wore 2*2 accused iiiclmliiig one 
woman, Kishen Kaur, alleged to be the riiig*loaders. Two of the accused 
belonged to the first Shahidi datlia, being its head arul Jathadar, and 
the rest belonged to the ‘ Durli Jatha.* Some oi rhe Shahidi Jatlia men 
turned appwvors. The trial wont on over a protni 'tcd \>criod and ju lgmmt 
was delivered on July 1st convicting all (he aoeused. 

In the course of a longtliy judgment the jud^e referred to f-ho 
history of the Akali movement which the march of the Shahidi d itli i 
was intended to further. The story about. th*» interruption of Akhiinl 
Path was, ho said, invented and all sorts of lies were m inufacturetl to support 
it. Abuses wore freely heaped on the authorities of 1h ^ Nablia State 
and Sardar Gurdial Singh, who was chiefiy responsihlo for what had ocourrer^, 
was made an object of special attention, and lihollous st, itement^ wtM'o 
made about him. The S.G.P.O. soon began to despatch diily to (Suigsir 
(iiirdwara, Jaito, a band of 25 Sikhs to resume the so called intorrupteil 
Akhaiid Path and to carry out the programme of noirviolont pissive 
resistance. On their arrival at the State boundary those bauds were 
distinctly told that Akhand Path had long been duly concluded .and 
they were otfored permission to have another Akhand Path on condition that 
they would leave the place after its conclusion, but, the judge opined, 
the Akhand Path was simply a hoax. It was really a big i)olitical issue 
that was at stake and for a successful docison of that issue it was the 
stay of the Akalis within the State that really mattered. 'Phis state of 
things started in September 1923 and coiitiiiuod unabated even to that day. 
About Januvry, in addition *to bands of 25, the S. (I. P. C. aiinonncod their 
^Iccision to despatch occasionally to Jaito new bands of 500 men for 
resumption of the interrupted Akhand Path. 'Ihe first. Shaliidi J.uha 
left Amritsar on the 9th February arid reached Jaito on the 2 1st, the 
anniversary day of the Nankana tragedy. After passing through a number 
of villages the Jatha reached Jaito. A thousand people came along 
with it and the whole crowd assumed threatening dimension. The judge 
found that they were variously armed with Takwas, Safajangs. swoi-ds, 
arrows, quarter staves, sticks, chavvis, Gandasas and 1'ambas (largo l>ranch5s 
of trees freshly lopped off and fashioned into bludgeons). About one and 
a half mile from Jaito the crowd stopped an<l the he;Hl Jathadar of 
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8babidi Jatha, the accused No. 1> Singb, addressing Dnili Jatba 

men said: “Theiimo for your work has come.” Then the whole crowd 
moved forward on a wide front in a condition of intense excitement. 
The judge then gave a detailed account of the circumstances which 
compelled the Nahha authorities to open fire on the crowd, subs equ*erjt 
arrest of the Jatha and leaders of the crowd, and treatment of the dead 
Sind wounded. The judge then convicted all the 22 accused and sentenced 
them to various terms of rigorous imprisonment. 

The Shahidi Jathas 

On May *21 6t the 5th Shahidi Jatba which had left Amritsar in the 
beginning of the month entered the Nahha State boundary. The Adminis- 
trator with other officers w’as present to receive them near the Jaito outshiit. 
On being called upon to halt, the Jatha stopped. The Admiuistratoi* 
invited the Jathedar of the Jetha to have a little talk with him ; hut 
I»rcT)alily from fear of being singled out no body came forward. The 
Adraini.strator then asked if they accepted the conditions laid down in 
the r.oticc which had already been served upon them ; but on their refusal 
the .latha was declared arrested. The Administrator enquired if they 
V ould walk voluntarily to the special train in readiness for them or would 
elect to ho transported on carts. They however wished to submit to the 
foimality of arrest the process of which would not ho complete, they 
said, unless Ihoy wore handcuffed. Knots of ropes were then slipped on 

their wrists one hy one and the members of the Jatha thereupon stcod 

up ai.d walked down to the special train which carried them to 
Nahha. The Sixth 8hahidi Jatha left Amritsar on the 10th May 
aid reached Jaito on Juno 20th. The Administrator of Nahha asked 
the Jathadar that it could visit Gangsar on condition that it would return 
after finishing the Akhand path, hut the Jathadar declined to give 
any such undertaking. The whole Jatha w^as then put under arrest and 

deported to Amritsar again. A Seventh Jatha was organised and it 

started from Nankana Sahib in Shekhupura district, and after having 
visited the Akal Takht and taken the usual vow of non-violence 
left Amritsar on Juno 10th for Jaito. 

The action of the authorities in matters concerning the Sikh move- 
inent has always been marked by incomprehensible inconsistencies. The 
S, G. P. C. was dccarcd not only illegal but all communications made 
by it were put under ban and newspapers were warned not to pub- 
lish them. Yet the authorities themselves took notice of them and 
carried on a propaganda through the press controverting the S. G. P. C. 
allegations of torture and ill-treatment of the • Akalis. The reception of 
the Shahidi Jathas by local people w'as punished with imprisonment, 
yet the Lahore Municipality arranged for and gave an entertainment to 
the Shahidi Jatha of Lyallpur which passed through Lahore on the 21st 
and 22nd April. The President of the Municipality was attacked in 
the Aiiglo-Ii.diaii Pi ess for having harboured sedition, but his reply 
that the Jathas held not been prohibited, nor were they unlawful, a- 
othcrw'isc they w^ould have been arrested by the Government hefoi*' 
theflr march. 

During the whole month of June no further new developinei'ts ha" 
takc!i I'lacc in the Sikh siluatinn, and there i.s little more to recorh 
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ivities. 


Ever since the set biick in the gieat KhiUfat wovomeiit of 1 92 1 '*22, 
partly brought about by the Lausanne Treaty and latcrly by the deposition cf 
the Khalifa by the Angora Govt., a great internal *iuo8tion of the positioik 
of Moslems in Indian polity has cHime more and more to the fore. Like 
the Swarajists splitting away from the Congress, reinfow*^ by many 
who sat on the fence during the N C-0 wave of 1921,. a group of 
Moslem politicians broke away from the Khilafat organisation and realising 
the hoi>ele8sne8s of the posit'oii of the Khilafatists began to reorganise 
themselves into a strung \vwty in the formation of which practical and 
secular coiisidorations about the iK)sit>on of the community weighed 
more than the shadow of a “spiritual headship of Islam.” They 
were joined by other Moslem loader who had so long kept away 
fix>m active participation in the Khilafat movoiuent. Those are the 
“ Leaguers ”, and they managed to resuscitate the old Muslim T^eague 
which was dead all but in name for the previous three years when the 
Khilafat inoveniont w'as going strong. The old members wore collected 
and brought together, and the 15th session of the Muslim League was 
held at Lahore on May 24. The proceedings are given on pages ()57*60. 

The Khilafatists 

The very revival of the Muslim League shows the waning of the 
Khilafatists. They have, however, been able still to maintain their acti- 
vities, though in a much smaller scale, and have }>oeii holding monthly 
meetings of their central committees. Their woi'k in the eirlier part 
of this year has already boon recorded in our i>roviou6 issue. The 
liausanne treaty having cut shoH their work, tlio dc [Position of the Sultan 
at Constantinoplo formed their next ground of agitation. In Mai-cb 
last they sent cables to Mustafa Kemal and other Moslem Powers abroad. 
As a month elapsed and no reply came from Angora Mr. Shankat All, 
President, Central Khilafat Committee, and the President of the Jarniat-nl 
Cloma, sent again the following cable to Mustafa Kemal Pasha on April lOtli last. 

“ Your Highness’s Indian brotherii still await a roj)ly to their long 
cable of the 12th March seeking to ascoitaiii what had precisely boon 
done by the National Assembly with reganl to the so-called abolition of 
the Khilafat and to convince the Turkish brethren that the continuing 
ot the Khilafat after its reform and re-establish m out on a tmo democratic 
foundation, while not incompatible with the Republic, w-ould be a souico 
of strength to the Turkish Nation in its relations abroad. We again 
dissociate ourselves from any desire to intervene in the National atfairs 
of our Turkish brethren or to retain the Khilafat jas the monopoly of 
any dynasty or individual. But we w’oiild once more ask the groat: 
* Turkish Nation not to belittle the iinix>rtancc and advai»tage.s of the 
continuation of its connection with the Khilafat, though henoe-forwar^l 
in a reformed democratic shape to suit modern exigencies, and in fact, 
revert to the practice of rightly-guided Khali fa.s. The Nationai Assembly 
could not have failed to note the injury alrc^uly doije to the solidarity 
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and prestige of Islam through the diversion and dissipatiun of Muslim 
energies caused by the mischievous ambitions of undeserving claimants 
which we had foreseen when Turkey, the fittest Islamic State to furnish 
the Khalifa of the Muslim world, had apparently announeed her unwilling- 
ness to retain this responsibility any longer. Turkey alone can save 
the Islamic world from all such evils, and we trust she will yet do 
so. Passports to visit Angora were refused to us by the British Indian 
Government, but wc are still pressing for them, and hope to be able 
to present the Indian views personally in fuller detail.” 

Kegarding this passports affair, the reader is referred to our previous 
issue, page 224. On April 21 the Government of India, in the course 
of their reply to Moulaiia Shaukat Ali to his letter regarding the issue of 
passpoiiis to the Rhilafat Delegation to ^Turkey, stated that they were 
unable to reconsider the decision conveyed in their letter of the 14th 
March last. They were prepared to grant passports on receipt of appli- 
cations in the prescribed form from the members of the Delegation, 
provided that each member individually satisfied the conditions laid down, 
and that the personnel of the Delegation and their programme had been 
previously approved by the Governments of the countries to be visited. 
Until the Government of India received the information and undertakings 
detailed in their former letter, they would be unable to take dny further 
steps in the matter. 

The refusal of the Government of India to grant passports on the 
one hand, and of the Angora Government to reconsider their decision 


Dn the other, placed the Khilafatists in an uncomfortable position. An 
Important meeting of the Working Committee of the Khilafat organisation 
wjvs hold at Bombay early in May to consider among other things 
tbe situation created by the Angora decision regarding the Khilafat and tlic 
future of the Khilafat orgaiiization in India. The Working Committee con- 
sidered it equally essentia! that a delegation of Indian Musalmans slunild 
proceed to Turkey to confer with their Turkish brethren in order to 
remove such misuiidoi standings as may have interfered with a settlement 
of the Khilafat (|uestioii which should be consistent alike with ihc 
exigencies of the Turkish national situation and with the Shariat i»i 
Islam, While recording its protest agaiiust the refusal of the GovorinnonT 


of India to issue passports to all the iiiembers of the various Khilafat 
Delegations for which passports wore asked, the Committee decided t.» 
postpone for the present the sending of all other delegations and to 

select only the personnel of the one delegation which wjis t(3 visit 

Turkey. This was selected out of the persounel of the several dclega 
lions selected at Cocoriada for visiting various Muslim States by oxcludini? 
those members against whom the Government of India Inid formulated 
grounds of exclusion and including some others against whom no sndi 

bar existed. The list thus prepared included Dr. Ansari, Hakim Ajmal 

Khan, Maulana Syed Sulairaan Nadvi, Messrs. Sherwarii and Pickthail. 
Haji Aldullah Haroon and Chaudhari Khaliq-uz-zaman (secretary). A 
statement on behalf of the Working Committee was issued by Maulaw' 


Shaukat Ali which is reproduced in full below (see p. 653). 


The uncertainty of the grant of passports naturally turned tk 
Khilafatists to seek other spheres of activities than what happened ' < 
Angora. The Working Committee had therefore to consider to what othcj 
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work the attention and activities ol the Khdafat or^iiisations in India 
should be directed while efforts are being made in the manner indicated 
above to arrive at a settlement of the Khilafat question in consulation 
with •the Turks. Nothing was done in this mooting in this dit*cetion 
but it was decided to hold a special meeting of the Central Khilafat 
Committee (which corresponds to the All-India Congress Committee) in June. 

Accoi'dingly the Central Khilafat Committee mot at Delhi on Juno 24th 
and 25th. There was a large attendance of mombors fi-om all provinces 
and visitors specially invited to take part in tho discussion. The agenda 
was a crowded one but they finishod it within two days. 

On the question of tho refusal of Government to grant ^tassport^ 
to the members originally elected to tho Khilafat Delegation, the Com- 
mittee approved of the resolutions of its Working Committoe of May. Tho 
Committee then discussed tho ciuestion of instructions to be given to tho 
newly, constituted Khilafat Delegation to Turkey at great length, and 
finally adopted and gave definite instructions to tho delegation. Tho 
Delegation Committee empowered its President to correspond with prominont 
Muslim leaders in various Muslim countries on the subject of tho World 
Muslim Conference, its venue, method of electing delegates and their pro- 
jxirtion to population, and to place their replies before the Committee for 
consideratioB. 

Socio-Politico-Economic Reorganisation. 

The resolution that took most time and attention of tho Conimitteo 
was the one about political, social, religions, and ccorioniio rcorganisa’ 
tion of the Muslims of India. Mombors from all parts of India spoke 
at great length on the subject and discussed every aspect of the question 
after which it was decided that tho Central Khilafat (committee should 
undertake the entire reorganisation of MnssalmauK of India in all tho 
above respects and for that purpose secure tho scrvicos of whobvfcime 
workers, raise Muslim Volunteers Corps in every city, organise Miniima* 
and other congregational prayers, open primary and night schools and 
technical and commercial colleges, supervise “ Waqfs,” collect; s'\dqa and 
zihatf and spend the proceeds of such colloctioim on fit and proper 
objects, provide for training and education of Muslim orphans, help 
Muslim widows, and establish paiichayats to popularise Khadd ir amongst, 
Mussalmans. The Committoe was also of opinion that in order 
improve tho economic condition of Mussalmans, it was ncccHsary to 
establish Muslim co'oporativo credit societies and a Muslim bank. It 
was resolved to consult exports of the Muslim law to find <»nt if tho 
Shariat permitted tho establishment of such societies or l)anl\s and 1,0 
take measures for the establishment of )>oth in case it was permitted. 
The Committee also decided to raise a innd for tlie abovo^ programme 
the carrying out of which was entrusted to its Morking Corn mi t tee. 

The Committee also discussed and passed several resolutions including 
one authorising the Committee to correspond with .lamiat-ul inoma, Muslim 
• League and such other Muslim Associations as the Working Committee 
may choose on the subject of reorganization of the Muslim community. 

Another resolution declared that the Sheriff Hussein was unfit for t^^e 
oflSoe of the Khalifa, and while leaving the question of the Khilafat to the 
proposed World Muslim Conference, considered it advisable in tho 
interests of the Khilafat that Sheriff Hussein should voluntarily withdraw 
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his claims to that office. The Chairman vas authorised to issue a statement 
stating that the Central Khilafat Committee was determined to maintain the 
Jamia Milia Islamia, Aligarh, as a permanent University and further to 
improve and enlarge it. Condolence resolutions were passed on the de^th oi 
Syed Muhammad Hussein of Hubli and Syed Kamaluddin Ahmad Jafri 
of Allahabad, two prominent Khilafat workers. 

To carry out the Delhi resolutions on the reorganisation of the whole 
socio-politico-economic life of the Mussulmans of India another important 
meeting of the Khilafat Working Committee was announced for the 1 9th 
and 26 th July. An account of this and other activities of the Khilafatists 
will be given in our next issue. 

The Hindu-Moalem Quarrel 

Like the religious feuds between Catholics and Protestants in Ireland 
British India too is the field of constantly recurring riots between Hindus 
and Mussalmatis. The existence of this state of things is at once a strong 
argument and condemnation for the perpetuation of the foreign bureaucracy a.< 
it is for the unattainment of Swaraj, and is the basis of failure of all 
nationalistic movements in the country. A perfect Hindii-Moslem unity 
was attained duiing the N-C-0 days of 1921, but since then the artificial 
character of that unity has been exposed by numerous HindirMoslcm 
I'iots that have broken out all over the country. Behind these riots lie 
the stupid and scurrilous writings of some of the smaller x>rovincial 
lapers whoso political vision does not extend farther tlan the securing 
of their own communal or paity interests. While it is true that the 
masses in India have no mind of their own save as it is derived from 
the educated Indian agitators w^ho form the main intigators of all com- 
munal crimes, it is the latter who belie their education and arc 
constantly being trapped and tripped by people who can flourish only 
on the couti nuance of such communal strifes. The Bengal HindirMoslem 
Pact formed early in the year was sought to be assailed by those 
avowed enemies of India, and the Ali Brothers' activities at Delhi and 
the Puiijab have met a similar fate. In Bengal, however, the strong 
personality of Mr. C. E. Das effectually stood against the intrigues 
of the Anglo-Indian ^ European newspapers who exerted themselves 
to rouse Moslem feeling to a frenzy against the Hindus, and riots 
consequently have not occurred, but elsewhere in Northern India the 
sponsers of Hiridu-Moslem unity have utterly failed to stem the tide 
of Hindu-Moslem strife. 

The main lone of contention between the two communities is re- 
presentation on the Councils and local bodies, hnd their religious differences 
are exploited to give a violent form to their grievances. The question 
of Swaraj in India has brought suspicions in the minds of men whether 
it would be a Hindu or a Moslem Eaj. Power and pelf are the two 
main factors which have broken up the Congress-Khilafat organisalioi* 
of 1921 into so many warring sections and till there is a settlement^ 
on these points, there seems to no solution of the matter. Mahatma 
Gandhi issued a long analysis of the causes of the trouble on 29th. 

3&st, and it still remains a classic study on the subject. This is reproduced 
in the foliowring pages. 

The Mahatma whites : — 
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fifcte or are eakl to hare eulBered eiooe the Shiiilit aaitaftioih Vlie 
AfMWlfnf lo Mnewhat : «* Voa aeM the Hiadae to aiake oomoioii oauee with the 

mWiw p ih to the Khilatot qaeetioeu Yoor being identmed with it gate It Mt 
tpiipohiikoe it weald new have otherwiee rijodveil. It uniaed and awidmd the 
SaeMillaMii. It gave a pteetige to the Mattlvis which they never had beforoi. 

that the Shilatot qaeetion is over, the awakened Mnsialniani have 
__ a kind of Jehad against ns Hindiis^ I have given the purport ot the 
to readable language* tkune letters contain nnpnntaUe abuse 
i auMh for the Hindu part of the indictmeat against me. 

A Hnesalman friend says : 


<«fbe Moslem community being a very simple and religious oommantty was 
led to believe that the Khilafat wasNin danger and that it could h* saved by tl*e 
united voice of Hindus anti Mahomudauf. ; tliode innocent people believing your very 
aloqnent words showed great enthusiasm with the result that they were the flrst 
to boycott schools, law-courts, Councils, etc. fbe most fhmous institution of Aligarb, 
waidb Bir Byed had bnlit by the labour of his life time and which was instiy the 
dfit institution of its kind, was utterly spoilt. I shall be very much obliged if 
yon will kindly point out that the Hindu community haii a similar institution an<l 
It met with the same fate. I know scores of boys who could have taken the 
University degree with credit to themselves and the community to which they be'oni^, 
hut they were induced to leave on religious grouuds with tiic result that they were 
utterly ruined. On the contrary very few Hiuilu boys left aiul thiiso who did so for the time 
being instantly joined, as soon as they found tliat the movement was tottering to pieces 
Bimilar was iht case with lawyei-s. In those days you brought about a sort of unity 
between the two oommunitieb and advertised it far and near that it was a so' id one. The 
aimple-mtoded Mahomedans again believed it with the result tliat they weiu brutally 
treated at Ajmere, Lucknow, Meerut, Agra, Baliaraupur, TiUhorc and other places. Mr. 
Mabomed AH, who was a bom journalist of a very high ty|Ki and whose uuiiderfnl paper 
** The Comrade was doing such solid work for the Muslim community, was won over to 
your side, and he is now a loss to the community. Your Hindu itsklcrs in the guise of 
StodUtfand Sm^^aftonure trying to weaken the Muslim community. Your sliort-sighted 
decision to prevent people from entering the Oonnoiis has acted most unfairy on this 
community as the majority of able men refrainetl from entering the Counoils btcause of 
the so-called fathucu Uiuler the oircumstanoes, do you not honestly think tliat you are 
do ng a great harm to this community by keeping the Blahomedans, a few ot them of course. 
liUltinjrowciHap.'’ 

I have not given the whole of the letter. But the extmet represents the gist of the 
Muslim indictment against me. 

Not Guilty, 

I 'must plead not guilty to both the charges, and add that X am totally unrepentant. 
Had I been a pro|^t and foreseen alt that has hapiieiied, I *81100 d liave still thrown 
myself into the ulhilafat agitation. In spite of the present strained relations between 
the two communities, both have gained. The awakening among tlie nuuMes was a 
neoessaiy part of the training. It is itself a tremendous gain. I would do nothing 
to put the people to sleep again. Oor wisdom consists now m directing the awaken- 
ing in the proper ohannel. What we see before us is sad but not disheartening, if we 
have faith to ourselves. The storm is but the forerunner of the coming calm that 
comes from a consciousness of igrength, not from the stupor of exliaustion and dis- 
•Ppdntine&t. The public will not expek me to give juilgmcnt upon tlic riots in the 
diflerent places. I have no desire for giving judgments. And even if I luul, I have not 
the facts betofu me. 


The 


Moplabs, Multan, etc 
r a word as to tlie causes. 


rill guy a wt 

lMH||ar happenings undoubtedly disquieted the Hindu mind. What the truth 
uooimlii|H The Hindus say that the Mop'ah atrocities were indescribable. Dr. 

that these have been gross'y exaggerated, that the Mop’ahs too had 
* BrievamDSggaliMt the Hindus, and that he couM find no oases of forcible oonversloniii 
The OI10 reported to him was at least * non-proven.' In his ftndingSt 

Malimud says^ he is supported ly Hindu testimony. 1 merely menttou the twa 
versiotia iomk the public to ooncliide with me that it is impossib'e to arrive at the exact 
that it is unneeesaary for the purpose of regulating out future conduct 



" .. iCMtAtH* 'CmoMiM 

J^kXiiMMLaihumpar, Jtgm, »|m<iw «t(^ >« Ii agnaft tte BImIw aaAml 
IBOH, In Ikiws! it if ftirtad Htnta hmwe pnnmed M^Mflnaaf Im taming % 

JMjflMa nwMqae into a pukka one* They am mid to ham fm,led down pagt d the 
piMa wall, diiten Maflinki oat of ^e tillage, and alated that the llaitia)»oon*d not 
iite in the tillage aiUem ^ey promioed not to bfoild any moaqae and my am. ^This 
ffeate of things is said to bate eontianed for oter a year. The driten Hosmhnans ate 
mid to he Uting in tcmponny hats near fiohtak. 

In Byade in Dharwar distriet, my informant tells on Xosliias objecting to 
mnilo hemg p'ayed before their niosqae, the Hindns deseomted the arnsqae, beat the 
Httmlnaas, and then got them proiecuteiL 

Help again I cite these two instanoesi not as proted facts, bat to show that the 
Hnsmlmans too claim to hate much to complain of against Hlndna 

And it can eertainiy be fairly added that where they were manifestly weak and 
Hindns strong as in Katarpnr and Arrah years ago^ th^ were mendleisly treated by thdr 
Hincla neighbociB. The fact is that when b.ood boilt, piejodioe reigns snpreme ; man, 
whether he labels himself Hindu, Hnssalman, Cbristianjor what not, bemnes a beast aud 
acts as such. 

The state/ tha troubls howeter is in the Punjab. The Hnssalmans complain tliat 
the Hindns bate raised a storm at protest on Hr. FasU Hnssain trying tery tiniKlly 
to gite a fair proportion of Qotemment employment to Hnamlmans. The letter fmm 
which I hate already quoted oomp'ains bitterly that wherever a Hindu has been the 
head of a department, he has oarefniiy excluded Mussalmans from Government posts. 

The caoses for the tension are thus more than merely reUgiona. The charges I have 
quoted are individual. Bat the mass mind is a reflection of individual opinion. 

The immadtats causs is the most dangerous. The thinking portion seems to be 
tiled of non*vio^uoe. It has not as yet understood my suspension of Ssl^yagrah altei 
Abmedabad and Viiamgam tragedies, then after Bombay rowdyism, and lastly after the 
Ohauri-Obanra ontrage. The last was toe last straw. The thinking men ima^nerl that 
all hope of Batyagrah, and therefore of Bwaraj too in the near future, was at an end. 
Their faith In non-violence was skin-deep. Two years ago a Mussalman friend said to 
me in all sincerity, ** 1 do not believe your non-violence. At least 1 would not have my 
Mussalman to Icain it. Violence is the law of life. I wou'd not have Swarai by 
non-violence as you deflne the latter. 1 must hate my enemy.'' This friend is an homst 
pan. 1 entertain a great regard for him. Much the same has been reported of another 
very gieat Mussalman friexui of mine. The report may be untrue, but the reporter himself 
is not an untrue man, 

Nor is this repugnance to non-violence confined to Mussalmans. Hindu friends liave 
said the same things, if possible with greater vehemence. My claim to Hinduism has 
been rejected by some, because 1 believe and advocate non-violence in its extitme 
form. They say that I am a Christian in disguise, I have been even seriously told 
that t am distorting the meaning of the Citat when I ascribe to that great (loem 
the teaching of unadulterated non-violence. Borne of my Hindu friends tell me that 
killing is a duty enjoined by the CHa under certain circumstances. A very learned 
Bhastri on^y the other day scomfnlly re j< oted my interpretation of the Gita and said that 
^eic was no warrant for the opinion bed by some oommentators that tlie Gtta 
represented the external duel between foices of evil and good, and inculcated the duty of 
emdicating evil within us without hesitation, without tenderness. I state these opinions 
against non-violenoe in detail, because it is necessaiy to understand them, if we wou'd 
understand the solnt^n 1 have to offer. 

What I see around me to-day is therefore a reaction against the spread of non- 
violence. if(ul rt# watts of vktUucs comings The Hindn-Mnslim tension is an aoute 
phase this tiredness. 

I must be dismissed out of oonsidexatioo. My religion is a matter solely bet ^e n 
iqy Maker and myself. If I am a Hfadu 1 cannot cease to be one even though I may be 
disowned by the who.e of the Hindu population. 1 do however suggest that nou- 
viotenop is the end of all religions. 

But I have never presented to India that extreme form of non-violence, if onlg 
because 1 do net regard myself fit enough to le-didiver tlmt ancient message. Though my 
dntelleot has fully understood and grasped it, it has not as yet become pait <* 
mar- whole being. My lies in my adciag people to do nothing that I have 

not triad xepsatediy in my own life. I am then uaking my oountaymen twlay t 
«d^ non-violence as their final creed, only fer the purpom of mating 
relations between the diffeient raoes, and tor the purpose of attaining Bwarsj. 
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THB HmDIMiOSLBII TVMSlOir «4f 

>mto »M«* «b Miti ibnk ^rnm^m 

^ *li^iiw t^y v*5?55 ^ vmMM for ihe •ttftimnoie of 8«mi^ imiae ^ 

^llQlijl^ ,1^ 1 to i^Aoo before ladfoi not ee e weepoo^ tbe week bet 

*5?*iS: 4 Hiadiii aed Meaialiiieiui leete eboot eo oompaMoe lefoSbloe. 
Wbeb fo bet oompuiiois tf Hiediie wUl kill a ICmieliiiim for Mvii« a fowf 
U 1 $ bke WMtag to ootkwt e Heeielniaii to Uindeiim by force, A^elieilar<w 
«rbit fo It ^ ownpulikm, if Meewtlnuitn eeek to prevent^ by force Himlas ffoni 
pliq^ miiBO bAro 1 KHitf to fo dbsorttd fo piw fo 

Ifo ^ ewsa We eb&lL both be voted Irreligioue aavoiMg by 

pogtSdty tf we otmtinee to make a fotile attempt to compel one another to rmccct 
out laflgiow wishee. Agai^ a natioo of three hundred million people ehoald^ 
aihamed to have reecut to force to bring to book one hundred thoubaad Knglieh* 
mem Tb convert them, or, If you will, even to drive them out of thi country^ 
we nofid not force of arme but force of will. If we ^ve not the latter wo 
ehali never get the former. If we deve.op the force of will, we shall find that 
we do not need the foroe of arms. 


Aooeptanoe of non-violence therefore, for the purposes mentioned by me, is the 
most natural and the most necessary condition of our imtioual existence, U will 
teach ns to husband our corporate physical strength for a better purpose, instnad 
of dissipating it as now in a useless fratricidal strife in which each i»arty is 
exbauitM after the effort And every armed rebellion must be an insane act unless 
it is backed by the nation. But almost any item of uon-oo-operation ful'y backed 
by the nation can achieve the aim without shtniding a single <irop of b ood. 

1 do not say Huchew violence in your dealing with robb^M's or thieves or with 
nations that may invade India.' But in oidcr that we are better able to do so, 
we must learn to restrain ourselves. It is a sign not of strength but of weakness 
to take up the* pistol on the slightest pretext. Mutual fisticuifo are a training not 
in violence but in emasculation. My method of noii-viu'euoe can never leatl to loss 
of btiength, but it alone will make it pussib'e, if the nation wills it, to oiler 
disciplined and concerted violence m time of danger. 

If thoM who believe that we were becoming supine and inert because of the 
training in non-violence will but reflect a little, they will discover that we have 
never Been non-violent in the only sense in which the word must ba umlorstoocl. 
Whilst we have refrained from causing actual physical hurt, wj have harboured 
violence in our breast. If we had honest'y reguated our thought and spaeoh hi 
the s tsfates t harmony without outward act, we wou’d never have exi»erienoett the 
fatigue we are doing. Had we been true to ourselves we wou’d have by this time 
evolved matchless strength of purpose and will. 

1 have dwelt at length upon the mistaken view of non-violence, b'Mausa 1 am 
sura that if we can but revert to our faith, if we ever had any, in nou-violeitoe 
limited only to the two purposes above I'cferred to, the present tension between the 
two communities will largely subside. For, in my opinion^ an attitude of non-vio'enee 
in our mutual relations is an indispensable condition prior to a discuBsion of the 
remedies for the removal of the tension. It must common ciuse between the two 
comhmnities that neither party shall take the law into its own hamls, but that all 
points in dii^utes, wherever and whenever they aii<4e, shall be deoidivl by reference 
either to private arbitration or to the law courts if they wish. This is the who’o 
meaning of non- violence, so far as communal matters are cono 'rned. To put it 
another way, ]ust as we do not break one anoth**r's heads in ivspect of civil matters, 
•0 may we do even in respect of religious matters. This is the on*y pact tliat it 
bnmsdfately necessary between the parties and 1 am sure that everything e se will follow. 


The Bully and the Coward, 

Unless this elementary condition is lecognised, we have no atmosphere for 
ocmtfderiBg the ways and mea ns of removing misenderstanding and arriving at nu 
honoumbliL lasting settlement. But, asuming that ths acceptance of the elemental^ 
cunditto vrMI be common cause between the two communities, let us consider the 
constant dhtorbing foctors. There is no «loubt in my mind that in the majority Of 
come out second best. My own experience but confirms the opinion 
to MP Wtl****" as a rule is a bully, ami the Himlu as a rule is a coward. I to® 
notioed toM'in railway trains, on public roads, and in the quarreU whi^ 
privilcgsliiBttttilff. Need the Hindu blame the Mnssalman for his cov^rdioe? Whem# 
AewXt tlww will alway, be They nay ttot in ilal>arM |Hi> th; 

HiliniillH toted houses, bnflse open sates and ni one case a Hindu woman s modesty 



UAHkTMUk. Ckjijmm QM (lailiPABAD 

wst WlioM tuftlt was Mif Mnawtinam ma «te ao d«lme for the 

wmhk tioadiio^ it is tm But 1 at a Kindaamiaoiaadiaiiied AMa oowaidice 
than I 9m aogry at the Maasatanaa bnlljriiig. Why aid not tbe tmnars af the hooMft 
looted die in the attempt to defoml tbeir powemioiii f Wliene were the lelatiaeB of the 
<mtniged eister at the tiine of the outrage ? HaYo they no aoooqnt to render of 
themaBWee 7 Hy lum-Tiolenoe does not admit ramdng awinr tnm danger and leaving 
4lear ones unprotected. Between Tiolenoe and cowardly digbt, 1 can only prefor violence 
to cowardice. I can no more preach non-violence to a coward than I can tempt a 
blind man to enjoy healthy eoenee. Non-violenoe is the enmmit of biavery. And m 
my own experience I have had no diffioolty in demonatrating to men trained ni 
the flchool of violence the saperiority ol non-violence. As a coward^ which i 
was for years, 1 harboured violence. I began to shed cowardice. Those HindQn 
yrho» ran away from the post of duty when it was attended with danger did m> not 
because they were non-violent, or because they were afraid to strihe, bat because thc\ 
were unwilling to die or even suiter any injury. A rabbit that runs away from tiic 
ball terrier is not particularly non-violent. The poor thing trembles at the sight u£ 
the terrier and runs for vei'y life. Those Hindus who ran away to save their lives 
wonld have been tmly non-violent and wonld have covered themselves with g oiy 
and added lustre to their faith and won the fiidndiAip of their Mnsalmau assailants, 
if they had stood bare breast with smiles on their lips and died at their post. 
Th^ would have done less well though still well, if they had stood at their post and 
jretttmed blow for blow. If the Hindus wish to convert the MassBlman bully into u 
respecting friend, they have to learn to die in the face of the heaviest odds. 

The way, however, dots not lie through AkhadaSf not that 1 mind them. Ou thr 
contraiy I want them for physical culture. Then they should be for all. Hut li 
they aie meant as a pi'eparation for self-defence in the Hindn-Musbalman conflicts, 
they are foreiloomed to failure. Musalmans can play the same game, and s^ch prepamtioub, 
secret or open, do but cause suspicion aud irritation. They can provide no picscnt 
remedy. It is for the thoughtful few to make quarrels impossible by making arlnt ration 
popular and obligatory. 

The remedy against cowardice is not physical culture but the braving ot dangers. 
Ho long as the (lareutB of the middle class Hindus, themselves timid, continue to transmit 
their timidity by keeping ihcir gi own-up children in cotton-wool, so Jong will 
there be the desu'e to sliun danger and run no risks. They will have to date to 
leave their children alone, and to let them run risks and even at times get killeil in so doing. 
The puniest individual may have a stout heart. The most muscular Zulus cower before 
English lads. Each village has to find out its stout hearts. 

The Goondas. 

It is a mistake to blame the goondas. They never do mischief unless w« 
cieate an atmosphere for them. 1 was the eye-witness to what happened in BomUiy 
ou the Prince's day in 1931, We sowed the seed and the goondas reapnl tbc 
harvest. Our men were at their back. 1 have no hesitation in holding the ies(K*it- 
able Mussa mans (not all in any single case) responsible for the misde^ in Multan, 
bahaianpur and clsewliejc, as I liavenone in bolding respectable Hindus rc8i>ouHi- 
l>le for the misdeeds in Kataipur and Arrah. If it is true that at Palwal wc 
have prevented the erection of a pukka mosque in the p’ace of a kachcha one, it 
is only the^rcspectablo Hindus who most be held aoooontable. We must resolutely 
iUsoountenance the practice of absolving the respectable class from blame. 

Therefore, 1 hAd that Hindus will commit a grave blunder, if they oiganisr 
Hindu goondas for defence. From the frying pan they will jump into fire. Tbc 
Bania and the Brahmin must learn to ddexid hftnself even violently if not non- 
violently, or surrender his women-folk and possessions to the goondas. They aie a 
c'asB apart, whether they are labelled Mnssalmans or Hlndua It was Mid ^di 
gusto that protected by untouchables (for tb^r feared not death) a Himlu pio- 
<^!8Sion (playing triumphant music) quite reo^ly passed a mosque unhurt 1 

It is a very mundane use to make of a sacred cause. Such exploitation of ouj 
untouchable brotheis can neither serve Hinduism in general nor the suppressed casM> 
in particu'ar. A few processions so doubtfully protected may pass a few mosques r 
But it can only aggravate the growing tension, and degrade Hiiuluism. The muidie 
c'ass people must be prepared for a beating, if they wish to play music in thctectnoi 
^opposition, or they must befriend Mussulman, in a self-respecting manner. 

'I’hc Hindliii have to do penance for the past and still continuing disabilities 
Ity them upon the supprei ^ brothers. There can be no question thmafore of expecii g 
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HKHkh them for » Uebt we o^ve them. If wctt«* them th covdr tmr oowAinliCvV 
iwe ia them fetiu hopes we elia.l iiwor bj |ib.e to tu.rii, Rmt if the retfibu* 

tioa OQflDHnb it wili be a joet paniehmmt fo.- ouf itihumm creatmnir of tUem. If I 
bat# tWOr^^iattaenoe with Hindus, I wood Ik^'cIi thttin not to one them as a shieJd 
agsiati^/aiMioipatecl liussalman attack. 

[i/bra Mr- Gandhi names Pt Af^vtya and Lola La'pat Rat and others as beinn 
snspeas bt dm eyes of mat^ Modems, and then mentions Shradtinand and Maui Bari,] 

8wami Shradhauuul jc the Arya Samajl. 
speeches 1 know are often irritating. But even he wautt* Hiiulu-Muhlim unity 
t'llfeitaiiate:^ he believes in the |K»88ibiliiy of bringing every Muslim into the Aryan 
foltl iust as perhaps most Mussaintans think that every uon-Muslim will eome day 
become a convert to Idani. Shi-addhanadji is iiitri'pid and brave. ISing'cdianileil »u‘ 
turaed a wildenicss into a magniticent boanling college on the banks of the sacn^l 
Chuagea He has faith in himself ami his mission. But he is hasty and easl y ru/Heil. 
ihs Inherits the trailitions of ihe Arya 8ntnaj. I haw profound resiH^ct for l.hi\*aiiatid 
Saimswati. I think that he lias retnIen-Hl great service to Hinduisiii. But h« 
made his Hinduism nar;ow. I have reiul “ Satyartli Trakash ”, the Arya «amaj 

Bible. I have not read a more disappointing l)Oi)k from a reformer so gn»at. Ho 
has claimed to stand for truth and nothing less. But he has uncoiiM'iously mis- 
represented Jainism, Islam, Christianity and Hinduism itsivf. One having even a 

cursory acquaintance with these faiths could ensi y the cM‘rcr» into which the 

great i^efoimcr was betrayed. He has trictl to make narrow one of the most tolerant 
and liberal of the faiths on the face of the earth. And an ii^onoe'ost thougii he was, 
he has succeeded in enthroning idolatory in the subtlest form. Kt>r he has idolisMl the 
letter of the Vedas an<l tried to prove tin* exisb noe in the Veilas of everything known 
to soirucc. The Arya Sama] flourishes in my huml^h* opinion not Wcaust^ of the 

inhei'cnt merit of tiie teachings of Satyarth Pmkash but iKH'aust' of the grand nrul 
lofty character of the founder. Wlicnevev you Hml Arya Samajist, there is life ami 
energy. But having the narrow outlook and a pugnacious habit they elt tier cptarrol with 
people of otlier denominations or failing them, with one another. Shraddhanandji 
has a fair share of that spirit. But, in spite of all thes; drawlMudcs, I do mu regan) 
him as past praying foi*. It is possible that this sketch of the Arya Samaj and the 

Bwamiji will anger them. 'Needlcfs to say, I mean no offence. I Jove ihe Mamajists 

for 1 have many co-workers from among them. It is my love that has spoken. « 

Bari Haheb A the Aii Brothers. 

1 have been warned against Mussalmaus Just, as iiiu'^h as 1 havi? b^xtii warned against, 
Hindus. Let me take only three names. Mau'ana AUlui Bari Snheh has been leprescntcd ti» 
me as an anti-Hindu fanatic. I have be.*u shown som** writitigs of his which l4lo not 

understand. I have not even worried him alK>ut them. K«»r, lie Is a simp c child 

of God. I have discovered no gui e in him. He often si>eaks without thinking and 
often embarrases his best friends. But he is m quick to apo ogise as he is rcaily to 
say things offensive. He means all he ssiys for ihr time h*iiig. He is as sine -re in 
his anger as he is in his apo’ogy. He omv rture«l up at Maiilaua Malumictl Ali with- 
out just cause. I was then his guest. He thought he hail said someihiiig i»ffeiir*ive to 
me also. Maulana Mahomed Ali and I wcic just then leaving his i>Iacc lu rutrain for 
Oawnpore. After our departure, he frit hr had w’rongwl us. He hml certain-y 
wronged Maulana Mahomed Ali, not me. But he hciu a deputation to us at Cawii- 
pore asking us to forgive him. He rose in my rstimation by tliis ae.t. I tidmit 
however that the Maulana Haheb can beeome a ilangerous friend. But my p<»int 
is that he is a JHend, Ho does not say oiir thing and mean another. There arc 
nt> mental reservations with him, I wou'd trust such a friend with my life h?<^au:«!c 
I know that he will never stab me in tlie dark. 

A almilar warning has been given to me about the Ali Brothers, Maulana 
Hha fiWj Jlji H is one of the bravest of men callable of immense sacrihcc ami e«iua ly 
cap^|j^K|H|^|i>ying the meanest of God’s ertatures. He is passionately fomi of Islam 
hater of other re igions. Mahom'^l Ali is this brother’s alter #iO, I 
bai^SgSia such implicit faithfulness to an elder brother as in Maulana Mahtwed 
Al®3HKs reasemed out for himself that there is no salvation for India without 
unity. Their pan-Islamism is not anti-Himlu. Who shall quarrel with 
thfiif'^'lbfeMe desire to see Islam united against attack fiora without aiul purified 
ftm^iitotnf One passage in Maulana Mahomwl All’s (’ocanaila twhlress was f^lntwi 

mb ; as highly objectionable. I drew his attcnt:ou to it. H** immediate y 

82 ' . 









UiM it l« in er^ FrUwdft ]»^ to'4 there te eenethiiig te^ 

M eveh m )f»u ene Btumkait Allte eddieiv to the ;X^ afat i^mferenee; 1 )m«e the 
adsireM me bat 1 have not had time fo itn^ iu 1 know that if ch^ U 

aagr^i&g olhmi^ive in it, he is the mail the readiest to make amends, the brqthets 
are not faultless. Being fall of faults myself I have not hesitiRhd to s^ anrl 
oheridi their friendship. If they have some Mts, they have many viitnes. :Aiui l 
l(^e them in spite of their faults. Just as I cannot forsake the Hindu friends t 
have mentioned above and effectively work amons Hindus • for Hindn*HiisHm onity, 
neither can 1 wmk to that end among the linssaimans without the Mussalmaw 
iriends such as I have mentioned. If so many of ns were perfect heinsa* there 
^ wou!^. be no qusrre!e. Imperfect as we are, we have to discover points <s contact; 
" nnd*wiih faith in Qod work away for the common end. 

This intense distrust makes it almost impossib'e to know the truth. I havr. 
leoelved from Dr. Ohoitbram the alleged facts of an attempted forcible conversion 
of a Hindu in Birdh. The man is said to have been done to death by liis 
Hussalman companions because he will not. accept Islam. The facts are ghastly if 
they are true. I straightway wired to Bheth Haji Abdulla Hamn inquiring about, 
the matter. He very kindly and promptly wired to say that it was report^ to be 
a case of suicide but that he was making further inquiries. 1 hope that we shall 
succeed in knowing the truth about it. I simply point out the difficulty of work 
in the midst of suspicion. There is one other Sind incident which I hesitate to 
report till I have fuller and more authentic particulars. I simply beseech thos* 
who hear about any such incidents, whether against Hindus or MuBsalinans,^ to kjcji 
themselves cool anti pass on. On my pait 1 undertake to inquire into the most trifling' of 
cases and do whatever is possible for a single individual to tlo. Before long 1 hope wc 
shall have an army of workcra whose one business will be to investigate ail sutib 
•complaints and do whatever is necessary to see that justice is satisfied anti causes 
for future trouble are avoided. 


Moslem Outrage on Women k the Shuddhi 

The tales that are reported fixim Bengal of outrages upon Hindu women aiv 
the most disqdeting if they are even half true. It is tlifflcult to understand thi: 
cause of tlie eitiptioii of such crimes at the present moment. It is equally difficu t 
to speak with restraint tif the cowardice of Hindu protectors of these outmgiNi 
sistei-s. Nor is it easy to characterise the lust of those who become so mad with 
it as to take liberties with innocent women. It is up to the local Mnssalmans and 
the leading Mnssalmans in general of Bengal to find out the miscreants not iiccra- 
sariiy with a view to getting them punished but with a view to preventing a 
recurrence of such crimes. It is easy enough to dig out a few criminals from thiii 
hiding places and band them over to the po.ice, but it doeti not protect society 
against the repetition of them. It is necessary to remove the causes by unxlertakiii}.' 
a thorough process of reform. There must arise in Islam as well as in Hindu isui 
men who being comitaratively pure in character would work among such men. 

That however which is keeping up the tension is the manner in which the 
Shuddhi or conversion movement is l^iug conducted. lu my opinion there is »*► 
such thing as prdselytism in Hinduism as it is undemiood in Christianity or to a 
lesser ei^tent in Islam. The Aiya Samaj has I Uiink copied the Christians in 
planning its propaganda. The modem method does not appeal to me. It has done 
more harm than good. Though regarded as a matter of the heart purely and one 
between the maxer and oneself, it has di^rneiated into an appeal to the selHsh 
instinct. The Arya Samaj preacher is never so happy as when he is reviling other 
regions. My Hindu instinct tells me that all religions are more or less true. AH 
proceed from the same Hod but all are imperfect tecanse th^ have come down to 
us 'through imperfect human instrumentality. The real Shuddhi movement should consist 
ineahhone trying to anive at prefcciion in his of her own faith. In such a plan 
dhaTaeter would bo the only test. What is the use cd crossing &om one com{isrt' 
ihent to another, if it does not mean a moral rise? Wbat is the meaning of niy^ 
tryiiig to convert to the service of God (for that must be the implication of Shi^dhi 
Tabligb) when those who are in my fold are every day denying God by their sctiou« . 
^Physleian heal thyself” is more tme in matters religious than mundane. But ihtw 
are my views. |f the Arjya^Samaiists think that they have a call from their coustM- 
encf, they half a perfMt right to conduct their movement. Such a burning cuii 
xeoo^ses no time Bndt, no checks of esperienee. If Hindn-Musiim unity 
endangered because an A^a Samaj preaches this faith in obedience to a call from 
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pa'^ akiiHtoep. Why ahpa&t we b« hiE«t W eueh niPWlM^ 
Maoinc. If thelfmikMMU wetirUNi to fetam to (he Hiiiittt lo:cJ« 
:ht to do BO whetteeer they liked. But no pTOMoaiido Pan Pa 
other wligiouii. For that wohUl be tiegatioii of toiemtkMi. Tho 
^ , J propaganda Is to public.y condemm it, Bvi*ry 

to put on die c:oak of reBpeotabiiSty. A« noon a« the nub io 
tear c.oak down, it dies for want of reopectabl.tty. I am tod iliat both 

At^teoaiisUi ami Muua'mans virtua ly kUinap woman ami try to oouven them. 
The #Pm form i« that preached by a gentleman of Ddhi. I have remi hi^ 
^paneiibl^ from cover to oov.*r. It givee dotai^eii iuBtroot^ons lo preacher* how 
to Pany on propaganda. It Btati* with a lofty propo»ition that lelam 
merely preaching of the unity of Uod. This grand truth is to preaohe«l 

aoPoiding to the writer, by every Ifussalman irrespective of character. A sccAa 
deparuaent of spies is ailvocated whose one business is to piy into the tirivacy 

of uoti'Has im households. Prostitutes, professional b.ggars, m*mdicanti», aovoruineiit, 
servants, iawyeni, doctors, artisans are pressed into the service. If this kind of 

propjigaiida becomes popular, no Hindu household would bj sale from the secret 

attention of disguis^l misinterpreters. (I i^aunot call them missionaries of the great 

message of the Pj*ophet of Islam.) 

As a Himlu I fticl soriy that methods of sucli doubtful morality should linve 
been seriously advocated by a gentleman who is a well-known ITniu author and has 
a large circle of readers. My. Mussalman friends tell me that no respeotabl*^ 
Mossabnan approves of the methods advotnteil. The point however is not whst thf 
respectable Mossalmans think. The pome is whetlier a cousiiierah e number of Mussa'* 
man masses pccept and follow them. A imrtion of the Punjab press is simpy 
scurrilous, it is at times even filthy. I have gone through tlie torture .of reading 
many extracts. These sheets arc comlu^teil by Arya Samajists or Hindu aiul 
Mussalman writers. Each vies with the oMi;r in using abusive language and reviling 
the religion of the opponent. 

1 have heard it said that the Govenimcut emissaries an; at. the back of this 
campaign of calumny. I hesitate to believe it. Hut even assuming the truth of ic 
the public of the Punjab shouM be able to cope with the growing disgrace. 

I think I have now examiueii all the entases, both origiiuil and continuing, of 
the tension between the two communities. It is now tiiiu to examine the treatment* 
of (wo constant causes of friction. 

<*ow -Slaughter 

The first is cow slaughter. Though I regani cow protection as the central ftvcl 
of Hinduism, central because it is common to classes as well as masses, 1 have never 
been able to uiulerstand the antipathy towards the Mussalmans on that score. Wo 
say noftbing about the slaughter that daily takes place on Is'iia f of Kriglishmeti. 
Our anger becomes red-hot when a Mussalman slaughters a cow. All the riots that 
have taken place in the name of the cow have been an ins/iiio wasti.-; of effort. 
They have not saved a single cow, but they have on the I'-ontrary stiffened the 
backs of the Mussalmans and I'esulM in more slaughter, f am satisii^ that during 
t9Sl more cows wcic saveil threugh the voluntary and generous effort of the 

MtiSflalfcnno than throng^ the Hindu effor^ during all the previous twenty years 
(niy). Cow protection shWid commence with oursf*ives. in no part of the world 
perhaps are &^le worse treated tliau in India. I Imvc wept to H(;e Hindu drivers 
gtMniJng their jadeit oxen wi»h thft iron points of tlicir cruel sticks. The halt-starved 
conditiOi^ bf the majority of our cattle are a <Usgmce to us. The cows find their 
iieoks ni|^ the butcher's knife because Hindus sell them. The only effective aiul 
honoum^Sp way is to befriend the Mussalmans and leave it to their honour to save 

the c6ir< protection societies must turn their attention to the feeding of cattle, 

cruelty, preservation of the fast disappearing pustuiv, land improving, 
^ Cfl^e, buying from poor shepherds and turning PfnjrapoUs into modei 
setf.stt|Siiiiig dairies. Himlus do sin against Ool aiul man when they omit to do 
*ny of things I* have de6crlbe<i above. They commit no sin, if they cannot 

prevent oow slaughter at the hamls of MassalmanH, and they do sin grievously when^ 
m (^r to save the cow, they quarrel with the Mussalman. 

Music 

The qnmtion of music before mos'iues and now even arati in Hinilu templai 
l»s ny prayerful attention. This is a sore point with the Mossalnana aa 
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•c<w tlflughter is wit^ the Hindas. And just as Hindus cannot compel Mnssalmaub 
to refrain fjom kiilina cows, so can Hussalmans not compel Hindus to stop music 
^»r arati at the point of the saord. They mnst tinsa to the good sense of the 
Hindus. As a Hintlu, 1 would certainly advise Hindus, without any bargaining 
spirit, to consult the sentiment of their Mussalman neighbour, and wberevtn they 
<can, accomofiate him. 1 have heaid that in some places Hindus purposely azui 
with the deliberate intention of irritating Mussalmans, perform antd )nst when the 
Hussahnan prayers commence. This is an insensate and unCriendty act. Friendship 
presupposes the utmost attention to the feelings of a friend. It never requires 
eonsideiation. But Mussalmans should never expect to stop Hindu music by force. 
Tc.) y*eld to the threat or actual use of violence is a snlrender of ones seif-resiH ct 
aiul religious conviction. But a pmson, who never will* yield to threat, would ahva\> 
minimise and, if possible, even avoid occasions for causing irritation. 

PUst, 

In view of what I have said above it is clear that we have not even aiTived 

at the stage when a pact is even a possibility. There can be, it is clear t<» me, 

no question of bargain about cow-slaughter and music. On either side it must hi 

a vo.uutaiy effort and therefore can never be the basis of a pact. 

For political matters a pact or an understanding is certainly nfcrssary. Hut in 
my opinion the restorat ion of friend.y le t ling is a condition pixcedent to any tffK*. 
tual pact. Are loth parties sincciviy willing to accept the proposition that iu> 
disputes, religious or otherwise, between the communities should ever be decided by 
an apiteal to foicc i.e. violence? 1 am convinced that the masses do not want to 
fight, if the haulers do not. If, therefore, the leaders agree that mutual rows should 
be, as in all advanced countries, erased out of our public life as being bai-btiious 
aiul irreligious, I have no doubt that the masses will quickly follow them. 

h‘o far as the political matters aie conceincti, as a iion-eo-opeiator I am quite 
uninterested in them : but for the futuic understanding I hold that it is up to tlu' 
Hindus as the major ])arly not to bargain but leave the |>en in the hands of, say, 
Hakim Haheb Ajmal Khan and abide by his decision. 1 would similarly deal wifji 
tl’.e Hikhs, the ( liristians and the Tarsls and be satishid with the residue, it 
in my opinion, the only jint, equitable, honoumble and dignified so'ution. Hindu!' 
if they w’ant unity among different laces must have the courage to trust the minori- 
ties. Any other adjustment roust have a nasty taste in the mouth. Surely rho 
millions do not want to Ix'come legislators and municipal councillors. And if 
have umlerstofxl the proper use of Satyagralia, we should know that it can b(‘ and 
ahould be used against an unjust administrator whether he be a Hindu, Mussalman 
or of any other race or denomination, W’-hereas a just administrator or reprcbcutativr 
is alw'ays and equally goixl whether he be a Hindu or MussBlman. We want tc 
do w’ay with the communal spirit. The majority must therefore make the beginning 
and thus inspire the minorities with confidence in their bona fides, Adjusimti.i 
piBsible on y wd^en the more powerful take the initiative without waiting fori esponsr 
from the weaker. 

Ho far as employment in the Goveniment departments is concerned, I think it wij! 
l>e fatal to good Government, if we introduce there the communal spirit. For admiiiistia- 
tiou to be ( fficient, it must always be in the hands of the fittest. There should be c<ntain!y 
no favouritism. But if we want five engineers we must not take one from racii 
community but w*c must take the fittest five, even if they were all Mussalmans nr 
all Taisis. The lowest must, if need be, filled* by examination by a« impfutlai 
boaitl consisting of men belonging to different communities. But distributioi^ 
<»f posts should never be according to the proportion of the numbers of earli 
community. The educationally backward communities will have a righ t t<* 

receive favouretl treatment in the matter of education at the hands of the naiicmal 
Government. This can be secured in an effective manner. But those who aspire 
occupy responsible posts in the government of the country, can only do so it th^v 
pass the miuired test. • 

Trust Begets Trust. 

For m$ tht only quastm for immediate solution before the country is the Hinan 
Mussalman question. / agree with Mr, Jinnah that Hindu-Muslm unty meats Sumraj. i 
see no way of acheiudtg ar^dig m this afflicted country without a lasting heart umy 
between Hindus and Mussalmans of India, / belieue in the immediate possMHy of achenvis 
st, because it is so natural so necessary for both, and because 1 believe in human nature 



29 May •24J THE HINDU MOSLEM TENSION 65i(a» 

Hoisaliiians iw»y hftve much to answer I’or. I have come in closest touch with 
€?0n wbat m$y bs consiileietl a “ batl Joi/* 1 oanuot recall a single iiccasion whcii 
I had to regret it. The Hallmans are brave, they are geuerottH aiiil trus'ing, the 
moDi^t their Buspioion is disarmed. Hitulus, living as they do in glasK liouhes, have 
00 right to throv stones at their Mussaiman neiglibours. Stv wiiat wc have done 
ore Btili doing, to the suppressed c’.aases! If ‘ Katir ' is a term of opprobrium, how 
muc’i more 80 is ‘ Ohaiidal ‘ I In the history of the wo-ld religious, their is inyrhapa 
nothing Mhe oar treatment of the suppresse«i classes. The pity <»f it in that the 
treatment still continues. What a tight in Vaikom for a most elementary human 
TigiitJ Ood does not punish directly. His ways arc inscrutable. Who knows ttuit 
all our wo-*s are pot das to that one blao'i sin! The history oC Islam, if it Ik*. 
trays aberrations fron the moral height, lias many a brilliant i»agc. lii its glorious 
^lays it vvas not intolerant. It connnnicil the admiration of the worhi. When the 
West sunk in darkness, a bright star rose in the Kastern tirmaiii* 5 nt and gav^^ 
light and comfort to a groining world. Isl.am is not a false ruiigion. Let UindUK 
stmly it reverently ami they will love it even a^ 1 do. If it has become gross anil 
fanatical here let us admit that we have had no snull sliare in making it so. If 
Hindus set their house in order, I have not. a shadow of doulit that Is’am will 
respond in a manner worthy of its past Jib‘iul traditions. The key to the situation 
lies with the Hindus. We must shoil timitlity or e uvanlice. Wt* iiiust b- brave 
enough to trust, and all w)ll bt well." 

This statemeut of M. Gandhi took the country almost by stomi. 
For days it was the subject of talk amongst all political circles. The 
Mahatma’s scathing criticism of the Arya Samud> howeverj was highly resen- 
ted by a good many people and counter-attacks were nmtlc on him i|uostioniiig 
his capacity to appreciate religious literatures like the v di^ aiul situnts like 
Dayananda. The Sarvadesbak iSabha* the AlMndia Aryan JiOague, in its 
emergent meeting held on the I7tb. dune at Mussoorio and attoiKlod by 
prominent Arya Samajists and leaders, carefully considered the iiitackH mide 
by Mahatma Gandhi on the Arya Sainaj, and after a prolonged disciiHsion 
unanimously adopted and then issued the following manifesto : — 

The Ai 7 a Samaj Manifesto 

The Sarvodeshak Arya Pratinulhi Sabha has rnul with pain and surpi-iiii* the 
abno'.ately ' irrelevent and uncalled for remarks of Mahatma (Sandhi ahoni the Ary.i 
^Sanla 3 fbe Btatcment on llindu-Muslim tension published in Vouft^ India of M.iy 

1924. The Arya Samajists along witli other commiinitii'S in India regani 
Mahatmaji as the most reverixl political leoiler in the (Miuntiy, eommandiiig the 
tespect and reverence of all sections of the iH)pulatit>n. It is thrrrft,re most dis- 
tasicful tor the Habha to have to protest against a new item in his destmetiv*? 
pr(»granime. Mahatmaji has ilelivercd an attack upon the religion of thi^ Arya 
Samaj in a document which is purely po itical. The Sahlia vonliires to submit that 
such attacks upon religions in political documents const it utr a novr) pi-oe.eduje for 
a political leader of all communities to adopt and a dang<*roiis preei'deiit wliie.h if 
fol.owed will set. the whole country ablaxc aiiil divide it into hostile tramps, warring 
against one another. Mahatmaji's remarks have instead of easing the situation intro- 
duecd fresh complicatieiis. , 

Apart from the merits of the unfortunate iMuilioveisy nerdiehs’.y slarted by 
Mahatmaji, it must Vie acknowledged by all fair-minded pcopeiliat the Arya Samajist, 
political workei’B may very well tind their loyalty to tlieir ehiel m eonstant. daiige: 
unless the demolition of certain principles of their religion and the <listneditirig ot 
their religious propaganda ceases to be an item in bis political progiamme. lie it 
noicd that Mahatmaji has unecjuivocally declared that, ile- ofT' inling lemarkh have 
been dcliljeratcly made because they were strictly relevant to the situat.ion in tin* 
<^»untry. In other words Hindu-Mu.-^lim unity is iinpoasible so long as the Arya 
Samaj believes the letter of tlie Verla to be eternal tind dfM.:s not jepudiutr the 
teachings of the Satyarth Prakash. As regards the merits of the metaphysical ainl* 
^'•■ligioub issues raised, the Sabha is at a loss to think what to say. The Mahatma 
lias delivered ipse dixits in a dogmatic tone aiul has not sougiit to subsbintiaie liia 
Matements. Under the circumsiances all that tlic Pablia (^an <lo is to reitA-rate 

the belief in the eternity of the Vedas di<l not emaiialc Iroin Ptishi Dayananila. 
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It bait been the reagoned belief of all the Upaniehadkarae, the authors of the 

of Indian phi.'ofcophy and of all the mediaeval A chaiy as like the great Shankara. 
the profound Itamanuja and the versatile Madhaba. Mahatma 0andhi*8 statement tha: 
this doctrine was devised by Kishi Dayanand's brain only shows that he ^bas nor 
even a supcrfcial acquaintance either with the escentials and fundamentals of Aiyan 
(Hindu) philosophy or with the hisloiy theieof. Mahatma Gandhi is wrong in 
view that indefmiteness makes for narrowness and vagueness and indeHnitenes> 
constitutes libeialitm. He seems to think that because po[*uiar Hinduism befort 
l>ayaDand had no distinctive feature and every man, no matter what the foim of his 
belief or unbelief was, could be called a Hindu, Hinduism was then Hberal. Tli* 
Sabha venture to say that it was non desript and therefore fton-esi for all practiral 
purposes. 

AgR'n, pioBclytisation has always been an essential part of the Vedic Dhaih',a. 
The lurans and Indian histoiy testify to the fact that on various occasions tens i.i 
tLousands of non-Hindus were taken into the Vedic fold. The Vcdic religion 
et-Mntially and lundamtntal y a cosmopolitan, univeisal and missionary religion. The 
Arya ll^amaj as a body has ntvtr countenanced that objectionable methods o( 
piotelytisat'ou which Mahatma Gandhi rcgaids characteristically Christian and whm- 
«»vei’ and wherever individual Aiya Pamajists and Aiya ^amajns have adopted tluin 
to any extent they have dejarted from the spirit of the teachings of their illustrious. 
Acharya Dayananda, the apotheosis < f truth, purity and probity. The last four chaptoiv 
of Satyarth Prakash were written t(» advance the cause of truth. The Rislii's sole ’ 
in writ ting thrin was love for the jM'ople of all cret'ds and his desire tliat tiny 
hltould icnounce error and Irani to make universal Gbaitna their guiding priiicipiV 
ill iife, l.iading fkponents of tlie religions criticised by the great s^^ge have buii 
driven by the spirit of the times to ie>fetate and rc-interpret doctrimes which appesioi 
inconsistent with universal Dhaima. !t is hardly fair to couciude that the Kishi's crit:ei>n. 
was not valid at the time it w&h made. The great Rislii’s Hindu, Muslim am! 
Christian conternporai ies knew lull well and acknowledged that the great Ilia'll; s 
heait was full ot love hr his kind, nay, for all sentient creatures and Imiloun.! 
no ill-will against any of his Fathei’s children. He was one of the mow liheni. 

.religious refoinu rs of all times. 

The h’abha ngrets that Mahatma Gaiulhi should have given currency ti» tl- 
defamatory, nmlicious and abroiutoly fouiidationlcss statement that the Aiya SaniajiiM:- 
aid net women for purposes of conversion. A responsible lender like Mahatma Gaud I 
ought to have known lietter than to have published the allegation without piopc 
c-ntiuiry. This nuthcil of inviting repudiation is certainly open to objection aiul s- 
calculated to cirate imrtaionab.e prejudice. The Sabha desires to place on ncoi-i 

that the following rcmaiks of Mahatma Gandhi about Rishi Dayanand have just!;, 
caused widespread rescnlmcnt ‘has claimed to stand for truth and nothing ies^ hu' 
lie has viuonrciously niitrepresentcd Jainism, Islam, Christianity and Hinduism it sell. 
<lne having even a cuisory acquaintance with these faiths could easily dibcover tin 
rrror into which the great refoimer was betiaycd.’ They are highly dciogaimy t- 
tlie Rishi and aio* an unwarranted reflection upon the greatest Vedic scholar of ii > 
nge, wlicse dci p* enulition, profound learning, extensive study, keen analytical i^owei.- 
ami massive and gigantic intellect are beyond question. The Sabha expects tlud 
Aiya Samajists will, while emphatically protesting against Mahatmaji's irrelevant ai;* 
iinjustifletl attacks upon their religion, never fail to speak and write of him wii 
the res|X'Ct tiuo to a personality so great and a character so lofty. 
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The Kkilafat Working Committee 
•Aa ImpotlftnlmMtuig olth^Worldoi Com^^ of the KbUobt Orgaiiiiaiioif 
«rM in Bombiy about tho middlo of May to comidtr, among oibor tbiogt, tbo 
^ntiMi croatcd by Angora’a dockton t«gardirg tho Klilafat and tbo futnro of tbo 
Kbilafol orgariiniion in India, la tbia connaciion Montana Sbaukat Ali. iba Protidoai 
itiliad dm following atatomont * 

««AU tbo mcmboft of tha Connittee pr« lent agreed that it waa enential that the people 
la power at Aagora ihciild be oonelnoed of the neceNity of Daintaining the Tnrklih 
connection with the Khilafat, which ahonld temaio, at it wai deaigoed at the ?ery 
ontiet, to be of a woild-wfde obaractor, out ooua&ed to the national oonoerne of any 
gfonp of MniMlipant only, bat leaponaible for tha religion! oommonweal of the entire 
lilamio woikU The Working Committee coniidered it equally eatential that a Delegatlou 
of Indian Mofiialmana sbonld proceed to Turkey to confer with their Turkiah brethren 
in order, to remorc inch miiunderatandingfi aa may have interfered with a aettlement of 
the Kbilafat question which could be coniiatent alike with the exigencies of the Turkish 
National situation and with the Shariat of lalam. 

Delegation to Turkey. 

••While recording its protect against the rtfuesi of the Oorernment of India to 
iciue passports to all the members of all the rarlons Khilsfat Delegations forahich 
pnssporta were asked, the Committee decided to postpone for the present the sending 
of a!l other Delegations and to select only the personnel of the one Delegation which was 
to visit Turkey. This was selected out of the personnel cf the several Ddigstfont 
etlectcd at Coconada fer visiting various Muclim States by eacluding those members 
against whom the Government of India bad formulated grounds of exclnsloDi and 
including some others against whom no cnch bar existed. The list thus prepared 
includes Dr. Amari, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Maulana Syed Snlairoan Nidvi, Meaara. 
Shefwani and Picktbal', Hajf Abdullah Hairoon and Chandburi Khalici-ua aaman 
(Secretary.) The Working Committee of the Kbilafat and the Janait^uMJlema had, 
after their joint meeting in March last at Aligaib, already cabled to Angora that 
Indian Mnscalmans did not desire to interfere in the National affairs of their brethren 
abroad with which the latter alone were competent to deal and it was Iruated that , 
this declaration would be c nffioient ascurance for the Government of India to accept 
and formally convey to the Tnrkish Government. 

•' But since the Government of India still prrsists, as evidenced by its last letter to 
ns, in tbe demand for an undertaking from each member of the Delegation, it has been 
decided that the members now selected should be rrqncstid to declare, as required by 
tbe Government of India, that *< their eisit has no relation to tbe ptlitical aflaira of 
the Turkish State, and that they will regard tbema^lvea as bennd not to endeavour in 
any way to promote any political ebangea or to take part in ary political movemint'* 
beyond endeavoring to settle tbe Ehilafat question in accordance with tbe Shariat of 
Islam. The Delegation now selected will set (ot for Tnikey via Egypt aa soon aa 
passports are isined, and the Woiking committee is hopeful that tbia Indian Misafon 
to Tnikey will yet incceed in its endeavonrs. But ft cannot be »aid with any degree of 
certainty how soon its great task will be acumplisbed. The Woiking CommftUe bad, 
therefore, to consider to what other work the attention and aetlvitieaof tbe Kbilafat organ!* 
sationa In India shchld be directed while efforts are being made in tbe mapner indicated 
above to arrive at a aettlement of the Kbilafat qoestion in oonanltation with the Turka. 

Muslima in India. 

•* It was agreed that while we ahonld enntinne to press for the freedom of the 
Jazirat*nl*Arab from every form of Non-Mnslim domination and control, work must 
now also be undertaken to ensure the free development and progress of tbe Musbm 
community in India Itself. It was recalled that before the outbreak of War in 
•Trlp^i In the autumn cf 1911 Indian Masialmans were only engaged on such 
teKtMppal work In India and were endeavouring, on the one band, to provide ednoational 
lor their community, expanding tbe Aligaib College into a Muslim Unlversi^ 
aiWAmp; means of work on other sneb enterprises, and were trying, on the other bandf 
fb liPh their proper share In the public life of this country after having seenred 
coiimpinal representation in tho Legislative Connells under tbe MorleyMinto Boheme 
lifonss. Attention was then fixed, so to speak, only on the domestic mlrs of 
L p/llueHm community In India, but ever since 1911 a sucoemion of events compelltd 
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filiflosteM ii|bn^ Ajod in mrie oC cUsi^ It l«d taartttjr laoNMiag teattiftiloft that 
tbedifiiit^MkiB tff ibfl Uto^o world Bud Itia tApkl dMliis In t^ feaijkM^ powt^ 
Bf Mim eoaitltated ad Hnniooiit perirto their rali^^ . • 

' f'To Mreft thiBae pffdeeiaei beeaiiio thorefare iticilr loMioit d«tp dteii if ft diitaiied 
tba nagiedt (or the titto befog of other dotlea, and they leeponded to ttacail to the belt 
of their limited eapaoity. The magaltoie of their talk came to be roeogniied more 
and more dearly ai calamity Miooeeded calamity nntll at lait they real iaed Mat noibi&g 
•faort of a reconitraetion of the hlamie world and a complete reform of llodtkit iffe in 
aoeofdance with the ideali of leJam In all ite priitloc parity wae owdiHl. Dioiote- 
gration and decay were the logical oomeqoeocei of the faot tha« for many 
oenttt'iei the Khdafat had not been fnnettonmg properly, and the Khilafat waitbe 
•one ioetitution rrqoired now to initiate, atimnlate, eneonrage, aod in a general 
way top 3r die the work of reconitrnotion and reform. It wai therefore bop^ that 
ai non ai Turkey emerged from her troableft a reform of the Khilafat itielr woold 
he undertaken ai a preparatory ifep to the reform of the liiamic world. The 
deeiildn of the Angora Assembly ha« however altered the litaation to oompletely 
that a reform of the Khilafat is no longer immediately possible, and will have to 
be nndertaken when a Settlement of the onnneotion of the Tnrkish Kation with the 
Khilafat is finally reached. In these oirenmdtanoei, it was being inoreaiiDgly ft-lt 
that the ta^k of reoonitrnctlon of Muilim society in India should no longer be delated 

**Oot of evil cdmeth good, aod a religions revital following on the ttiala and 
tfibnlations of Mnisalmaas hat already qntckened the Huslim pnliC. A far larger 
number of Blussalmans is ociw devoting its attention to religioni stn Hes in a spirit 
of free enquiry co'nbined with humility and re?erenoe, and it is to A hoped teat 
aldtiid impetns will now be given by the Khilafat organisation to this movement, 
eo that the distance wbiih still separates the ordinary people from the Ulema 
may soon be redneed in a manner befitting the (olloweri of a Paith that has nu 
priesthood and recognises no distinction between the Laity and the Clergy. 

<* Bitter eaperience during our recent trials has shown that onr edncational ideas 
and ideals need to be greatly modified. While institutions like the Jamia-Millis 
lilamia are more than ever needed lor higher education, and speeially as nurBetits 
for our fatuie pnblic workers aod teachers of the masses, and their curricula bare 
to bc; reviled in the I’ght .of the experience recently gained at inch great cost, a 
far wider diffusion of education among tbg masses is a crying necessity of the 
latore. A war of extermination must be waged aKainst illiteracy iu order to make 
the poorest and the humblest Muslim as nearly self-dependent as possible in ail 
fnatters inolnding religion itself. Vast areas exist in India to-day with large 
Mnslim populations appallingly ignorant even of the elements of their religion, whom 
neither secular teachers nor preachers of religion have in recent times tried to 
influence and improve. They must no longer be neglected by the educated mem- 
bers of the community. 

**No village or group of neighbouring small vilUges and no quarter of a town 
abonld be withont its schopis for elementary iiistruotion lodged in the morque of 
the locality, and religiius and secnlar education must go hand in band and mu^t 
snit the needs and circumstances of all classes of people, particularly the prasauts 

and the workmen. Fur those who are too oM to be attracted to scbools, the Loral 

Mosque should . provide (ajiiitiei for a wider diffusion of Islamic culture. Tne 
appoiatmenV cl. properly traiued Imams who oodld be the teachers of Mud m 
children, the members of Mualim youths and the guides, philosophers aod liieoiis 
of ^ the more elderly. Mussalmani of the locality, aod the establishment of a libra>y 
and reading room attached to every Morque would make it the social and iotcllec- 
tnal centre and the ideal Isalmio clnb-huuse of the locality. The establishment aud 
organisation of Muslim Orphanages would not only save' onr orphans from failug 
into wrong bands aod from becoming waife and strays, bat would also provide 
a chain of nurseries rf Muslim Mtstionarks comparatively freer then ethers aoft 
more like the AasABi Suffa who formed the standing army of the Uissiouaries (d 
Islam in the days of the Holy Prophet. The Mopla orphans are the first charge 
V)n onr rcBonrees, apd a beginning moat be made with them at once in order not 

only to save them from starvation but also to change the faoe of the entire regiuu 

inhabited by onr Mopla brethren and convert it into a flourishing land, the abuds 
of cnltnred people ae peaoefnl as they are brave and indnitrioos. j .lu 

**Mendleaney mnst alto be eradicated front the Mnslim community, and to 
nozions parasitical growth which socks nway only too mneh of the lile-giriofi 
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-fS? '•“.i*? Jke wodwWi* nmbwi ot Hoic^ m»t b* 

p? pfOfideP lot tho able-bodtod tagraati and refoM oittsl ba 
^ »'» *«« «**w, diMbUitlei. ••oh M btiDdam or km of 

Cbwity ■•■•• tw^argoBMod: Baitul Mai* mut bo oMBbitthed. oad Zakav 
^*»*“*J *® tb® deoerrmg poor, Mou endowiiwDto- «BMi 

'bd ; abW ,lo^ m teal bebefleiariee from Itneteei who have contetM them into 
ll^th jHropetty.^ a^^^ petpetaal Itaodi upon the publio. 

^ muH be dtaeontinnedg and MuiUm •oeiety. oQoe more 

ol v tte afilgjmiufe eland lotth ai the pioneer of prohibiUon. Purity 

a if^ldi mutt be iaeitted upon lot men no leee than for women, and the cutHi 
of prottUntioD remoted both Jn praotioe and theory. Laet, but not leait, poterly 
a great evil and' the mother of many otiier eviir, and while organised 
ebaritj can do a great deal to mitigate ita evil eontetjcncei, a better eoonomio 
organieation of the community alone can constitute an adequate and iiermahena 
refomi. Muiaalmani, especially in Upper India, have too Jung depended upon 
eerviie 'for their maintenance to the neglect of trade and industry, and even those 
who ate not ashamed to eat piacticatly the bread of beggary are none-the-lesa 
aihamed of beeping a ihop and . of only too numerous minor professions that have 
wrongly been considered not reipeotable enough for gentlemen and the sons of 
getftlinottf though the companions of the Prophet themselves were not too proud 
to iollow them. These and other such eyils are no doubt very grave, and the lor- 
muUtion ot the best of polieles and programmes cannot eradicate them by itself, 
and many generations may pass away before appreciable suocess cau bj lecordcd, 
but unless the best minds of the community can take all these matters into con- 
sideiation, aiRl sitting, so to speak, in oontiouoas Coutereuce frame policl«*s and 
devise measures to deal with them, even the least success is hopeless, and furthei 
decline is certain. 

BbLATION with OTHBB COUHUMTIB9. 


**Maasalmans have also to be taught to take their proper share in publio life 
and to accept readily and cheerfully their portion of the saoriticcs and burdens 
and responsibilities is members of a composita Nation struggling to bo free, They 
have to be"' fully awakened to a sense of their duty to their Mother and. and if 
they have to safeguard their communal rights against apprehended ennruacbnients of. 
any of their Mlow-citisens. they must not neglect to taleguard their National 
rights against the long-continued and too-long tmerateil encroachments of tbiir alien 
rulers.. They must learn to face their rulers as a united Nation, and to fuoo their 
Indian brethren as a united community. 

**Tbey must be taoght to shrink from no legitimate sacrifice demanded in the 
causes of National freedom and of Natiooal unity, and far from catorliug tor 
themselves special privileges at the expense of sister coramonitics, they should bo 
Willing to surrender as mnob as they can, even of their own proper share of 
benefits according to the Nation. But this surrender should be made out ot iovt*, 
not out of fear. It most be made out of their strength, not out of their wtakuesh. 
and it mast be made with their eyes open rather than in ignorance or out ot 
political gullibility. It is on these lines that our political ideas and iricals have 
to be revised and our political activities reorganised. Had the Kbilafat been 
functioning properly, it would have initiated or at least stimulated and encouraged, 
and ;ia a general way. supervised the work of reoonstruotiou and reform in . every 
department of pur communal life except politics which, apart from the dlverMity 
of oircuchttaacea and distinctive features ail peculiarities of different countries 
inbabitad by Masialmans, is additionally intiuenoed and uondltiumHi in tl|u case 
tbe Mnssalmans of l,ndia by their sabjcctioa to alien rule. But even if the 
Kh^ai^ bad bran functioning properly, the execution of policies and programmes 
in ai^ case would have been the function of the Mossalinaoi of this country itself. 

, '‘jfiHjte however, we most not only exiicute but also frame them, and our 
unaided ladgtaent must do the best it can during tbe time, short or Jong, that it 
iusy. take to reach a final settlement about the Kbilafat and to establish it oii a 
rtrihj democratic, and international basis. ideas bad been the subject of many 

a Muslim public worker’s cogitations and of his discussions with many of his fellow* 
workms eves /Since tbe Treaty of Lausanne was signed, and we secured a lilile 
hrmithlug ^ sensational news from Angora, however, forcibly attracted 

attenMon' en Turkey, and tbe tuture of tbe Kbilafat once mote beoamu 
ilM topic lor Indian Mutsalmans, though now in a sense difierent sa 
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ii 4 iifl|il lt» fnim CftMi ttUKiel^ m aotMtait ol «|i4* itttatlitidii of onr 

iiMi-Mttkltm ca^mlei. Out cttXlelj te giiU peAt, M ttwalEt tb m Hiitoftai 
•Uftfjy wiieii we cannot enn lenfe tlie AmB d India m SCnillai landi on 
a letif^oif mMon of peaoe and feeonoiUatton, notblng can be done to idlefe that 
nnild^ twjond waiting on onr alien inlefe onoe «oie with a fbq:neil I of Uie inse 
Of paaeiwrta on andi tenne aathej efaooae to diotatein ihelr ehaiaoteciatlo afiogance 
and hoping that at leaat eome of om pvomtnent pnblib wothen who were denied 
the honor of being deolared gailtj of cflencH against the State tor doing their 
dnty bj Islam and bj India wonld be permitted to proceed to Tacbqr and to 
conTert their Tnrkleh brethren to their own oiewe on the leied qneetion of the 
Kbilafat* Other public workers who are enbjected to an embargo and. are not 
allowed to go abroad haae now Jeiinre enough to take up the thread of their 
work in India and to reinme activities that were interrupted 'more than a decaiie 
ago. 

**The Ebilafat Working Committee now took great oonilderation of the vital 
question whether the Khilafat organisation Yhonld oontinne to confine its scope to 
the eafeguarding of the temporal power of Islam, and in particular, to the restora- 
tion to Islam of the Jssirat-ul-Arab after freeing it from non-linslim idomioation 
and control, and to the attainment of Bwara) in India as the best posiijlde means 
to this end, or to extend it to the entire communal life in India as well. The 
Working Committee nnanimouslj agreed to extend the scope of the Khilafat orpnisa- 
tion and to make all communal work its piovinoef in the first plaor, becanse a 
wastage cf energy must be prevented, and all avoidable friction must be avoided, 
and in the next place, because the community trnsts the Khilafat organisation in 
spite of an insldioos hostile propaganda of the most virulent and nefnsious character, 
as it has trusted no other communal organisation before. Much of the dissatisfac- 
tion felt , and expressed latterly with the Khilafat organisation, and particularly in 
Upper India, is by Ur the best and the sincerest oompliment that could have been 
paid to it, for wherever the Mussalmana have sufiered or have felt aggrieved, they 
have petnlantly atked why the Khilafat organ tiation has not come to their rescue, 
f 01 getting, (f ccurtp, that its scope vtai limited. They bad learnt to trust the 
Khilafat organisation, and that trust continues to this day. But the compliment 
implied in these repeated ccmplainta is not in reality paid to IndivIdBals. It is 
paid rather to the democratio constitution of the Khilafat organisation, Leaviog 
cut of oonsideratlrn for the moment tur Indian brethren of other faiths who have 
done BO much ostfol work as members and even ofiSce-bearera, the Khilafat orga- 
nisation ia open to every Ifnssalman who chooses to pay fonr annas a year to 
its funds, and its creed is no other than the creed cf Islam, It sets up no other 
creed. There is no class if the crmmnnity which is not lepmented on it, except 
Iboie, cf ccuree, who are too indifferent to the call cf Islam or too if i aid cf 
their alien fnlers to respond to it, and hardly any Muslim enjoying the confidence 
(£ his co*relig 1 oniets is to be frond outside Its rauka With a constitution eo 
broad-based and democratic, the Khilafat organisation is well qualified to accept 
the additional respomibilitiea which it ia the cleat desire cf the community that it 
shonld undertake. But the decision cf the Working Committee is only the first 
neoesBaiy step in this direction. 


The Future. 

■*Ihe Central Khilafat Committee will meet at* Delhi in the last week of June, 
and the Jamiat-ni-Ulsma is also invited to bold a Joint session along with the 
Khilafat Committef. The whole qneetion will then be threshed ont and finally 
decided and when work is undertaken in all these directions, and on this large 
scale, a new Chapter will, it is confidently trusted, be opened in the history of 
Islam In India. Onr enemies have never spared ns, and reprsmion has folloived 
ridicnlsi and ridicule has followed repression in a vicious circle. Their attacks 
have increased in venom and in violence, and the least that the community must 
expect from them is virulent abnse cl the prinoiple workers and assiduous efforts 
to sow further distrust and doubt in the minds of tbs masses. But the workas 
'^have already passed through thic otdeul suooessfnlly, and nothing can wean off the 
masses from them except their own ineapaeity and their own betsayal of pnwc 
eonfidenee. lOntheOve of this great I wish all my fellow voyagprs *God- 

«• peed," and hope that, as ever, they will plm their tmst in God and In their 
«wn valiant eelves.*' 



Muslim League ^ 

a^uraed session of the All-Iudia Muslim League v»e 
idterlour years opened at the Globe Theatre, Lahore, on the 84th May 
1994^ Mr, M. A. Jiimah M. L. A. presided. A large number of Khilafati&ts 
and Congressmen were present including Maulara Mahomed Ali, Dr. 
Ai^» Mr. Asa! Ali, Dr. Kitchlew, Raizada Haiisinj, Messrs. Shuaib 
QuareshL Moazsam Ali, Mushir Hussain Kidwai, Dr. Sntyapal lisla 
Oobtt^han Das, Maulvi Abdul Qadir, Zahur Ahmed, Mian Pazl-i Hussain, 
Dr. Mirza Yakub Beg, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, Maulvi 8yed Murihusa of 
Madras, Mr. Abul Kasim of Burdwan and I^ala Duuichand. 

The revival of the League after four yeais, and at I^ahore under 
the influence of Mian Fazl-i Hoseain, the great anti-Hindu and anti-Sikh 
Moslem Minister of Pur, jab who is responsible for the strong wave of 
communal feeling of the Moslems that is swaying the whole oountry 
since Gandhis’ ard the Ali Brothers’ Hirdu-Moslem unity of 1921, lent 
colour to a strong suspicion that it was an attempt on the part of the 
Minister fuither to rally the Moslems against other communities, and 
to wean them from the Corgress. Not more than 33 members out of 
a total of 130 came from outside the Punjab, most of whom even 
were menfbeis cf the Assembly who were going to attend its Simla 
session next week. The ostensible ohiect of the League was no doubt 
to prepare the Muslims for the coming constitutional changes which 
the action of the Congress Party had made inevitable, and to safeguard 
their interesta. 


Agha Mahomed SAFDAB, Chairman of the Reception Committee, 
delivered* bis welcome address in Urdu, in the course of which he 
referred to the strained Hiidu-Muslim relations in the Punjab and 
regretted that fighting was nowhere so severe as in that unfoi-tunate 
province which had become a regular theatre of war. The Muslims 

demanded right to sit in Councils, Committees, District Boards, 
Universities, and to share seats in proportion to their population which 
the Hindus resented. He urged tolerance ar dlrequested that all places of 
worship must be respected and protected. All religious ditferenccs could 

S siped away if Hindus ai d Muslims once realised that no religion 

led indiscriminate destruction of man and all religions preached self- 
dl and toleration. 

Diagonising the root'cause of the trouble, he made a unique and 
^ y disconcerting statement to the effect thet the ''majority of Muslims 
18 poor, the majority of Hindus is in better circumstances,” and therefore 
the poor Muslim is ready to rob the rich Hindus at the slightest 

provecation. He tried to give a touch of ‘'socialism” to the recent 
Hindu’Moslem fracas, and offered as the remedy the mising of the 
cconoihic condition of the people, paiticularly Moslems. “ Our ideal, the 
welfare of India and peace with our neighbours; our immediate need, 
•internal reform”. 

Referring to the Khilafat, the Chairman said it was a mistake to 
give the title to Sultans of Hedaz, Egypt or Morocco or the Amir of 
Afghanistan without due consideration. It was essential that Khilafat 
should not be wasted in a powerless Islamic Kingdom. The Muslitn 
the Khilafat Committee should be amalgamated. 



(ubobb 


^ ALt-mBU HUSLUl tftAdUE 

The PrandentiiJ Ad^lress 

After paying a tribute to lAe late Mr. Bburgri and referring to 
tbe oiroometanoes that helped to his being called upon to preside over 
the present session of the League* Mr. Jinnah said 

Survey of the Lftbt Four Years’ Events. 

** Since 1920, owing to the most extraoidmary and exceptional events wbici 
occurred one aftei tite othei starting with the passing of the Row att Bi \ tiaguly 
of the IHinjab aiul horiois of Amritsat, Ticaty of Bevies and the Khiafat agitation 
the poioy and the piogiamme of Kon-co operation enunciated ami fo-muated hy 
Mahatma Gamlhi was the o der of the tlay. The League was not ab e and um 
willing to keep abioast with the movement staited and first appioved of at the 
I'acuita Session of the Indian National Congress and confirmed by tlie Xagpm 
Besson ot December 1920, ami had pci force, m view of a veiy poweiiui vo uni 
of pnb'ic op niou that raUied lound Mah(p>ma Gandhi's po icy and progiamme, to 
into the back-ground. Since the commencement of logd it was itsn isrtl \nd 
^mittcrl that the Tiippc Boycott was a tai me, and that the Mass CivilDis-obcdi in 
coud not be utuUrtaken saccesbfuPy in the near future. Bardoh even was dec lud 

by Mahatma Gandhi as not leady foi Ma«>8 Civil Disobedience, and even pnor to 

his pioseoutlon and conviction, Mahatma Gamlhi had to i-esort to what is kn()^^^ 
as the Baidoli oi Constiuctive Progiammc. Long bcfoic that, the Tiippe Boycott 4 t 
. Law Couits, fachoo's and Co 'egeb ami Councils had failed. The Lawyers, ban n^ 
tew exciptions, did no pay much heed to Mahatma Gandhi's cad ami the studuits 
aftci a til St lush of an impulsive charactci, lea ml that it wras a mistake (n^i 
witnessed a snuggle in tb( ( ongtess Camp ami Mi. Das finally laifl the found i 
tons of what has subsi^iucnt y become and is now known as the hwaiaj hiity 
tavouimg Council uitiy Boyioit of Council as desired by Mahatma Gdiulhi w ut 

tai fiom being effutiic oi usefu. t ouncil seats in the tounfiy were fillul uj , 

the Khi'afat oigauisatiou whuh was oairied on could not cairn any bt ltd posit u 
and being the haud-maid ot the Indian National Congiess, it puisutd pi<i( tii.iliy 
the same po.icy and programme and it sucxmleil no moie oi bettci mgiungiffit 
to the programme which it had set up for itse.f. The Swaraj Party eventually at 
the Special Session of the Indian National Congress at Delhi in September 
' prevaile<l upon and obtained the verdict of the Indian National Congress to pomit 
those w'ho wished to enter the Legis’ature, to do so. Wliatever may have hicn 
the resultant gooii or evi', I think you will agree with me that we must at this 
moment make use of the gootl ami forget and discard the tvil. It is in this 
spirit that 1 wish that we should proceed with our future v/ork. Many mistakis 
have been made, blunders have lieen committed, great deal of harm lias been done, 
but there has come out of it a great deal of goo.! also. The result of the strug- 
gle of the last three years has this to our credit that there is an open move- 
ment for the achievement of Swaraj for Ind’a. There Is a fearless and jwrbistvni 
demand that steps must be taken for lite immeiiiate establishment of Dominion 
Responsible Government in India. The oidinary man in the street has found his 
po.itical consGiousuess and realised that self-respect and honour of the count ly 
demand that the Government of the country slouhl not be in the liands of any 
one else except the people of .the Country. 

Necessity of Himlu-Mutiii^ Unity. 

**Bat while that demami is a just one and the sentiment only natural and 
requires every encouragement, we must not forget that one essential rc»iuisii<* 
condition to achieve Swaraj is the political unity between tbe Hindus ami tlic 
j^tt^^madans ; for the advent of foreign rule and its continuance in Imlia is 
pi^mi^^ due to tbe fact that the people of India, particularly the Hindus pud 
Muhammadans, are not united and do not sufficiently trust each other. The domi- 
nation by the Bureaucracy will continue so long aa the Himlns and Muham-, 
madans do apt omne to a settlement. I am almost inclined to say that India 
will get Dominion Responsible Government the day the Hindus and the Maham- 
<• madans are united. Swaraj is almost inter-changeable term with Hindu- Muslim 
unity. If we wish to be free people, let ns unite, but if we wish to continue 
slaves of Buieaucracj, let ns ilgbt amongst ourselves and gratify petty vanity 
over petty matters, Englishmen being our arbiters. 




TU^ Irl^ Fttral!c*. 



in my Kpeecli at the Mus'.im L ague SensioD in lf)|6 from 
tim 0C Mr, liloyil Gfo.ge which will I think bear repetition and if you 

iidii; ^ m 1 n i,i quote again. Mr. Lloyd George aaid : "He was oouvinOccl 

now tfca* it w part y rac:a\ iM*ri y rdigioue. It was to the 

of both to have it ix*mov«i. Hut there sceined to Imvc been »ome evil 
cham that fruktiau^ every tffoit nuule for the achieveaneut of better re'ationa. 
flfi^ tried onoe but did not tioccccd. But the fault was not eiuireiy on one 
ride* Be bad fe-t the whoh? t?me tirat we were moving in an atnu spheix* of nervous 
fit^ciens ai|d distrust, ^rvasive and universal of everything and every lHX.y. He 
waa ditched with suspicion of Irishui^^^ by Englishmen and of Engjshnu'n by lushmen 
and wbtac and most fatal of a!!, by Uic suspicion ot Irislimcn. it was quagmire of 
difit'i cat which clogge<i the footsups of piogress. Tmu whs the iTal enemy of Indaiul. If 
that con’d be s ain, he belicvnl, it wmiM nceomplish an act of reconciliation that 
wba!d make Ireland greater ami Britain gnater aiul wouM make the Unital 
King^lom and the Empire greater than they ever were befoa*. 

“This quotation, gent; emeii, app ied to the Kituatlon in Ireland in 1916, 
Ttoy apply to India to-tlay if the words were trans|OHed and instead of 
<lrlBhmen* and ‘Englishmen’ you wen* to substitute ‘Hindiih’ and ‘Muham- 
madans/' But it app.ics no onger to Ireland, livland has sliuv attaiieM 
her freedom and we aie stil! continuing our ({uarie's. It is for you who eome 
here from all parts of India to <levise ways ami means and find a m» ution for jln* 
greatest enemy of India— the differences between the Hindus and Mulmminailans. I 
have no doubt that if the Hindus and Mnhamniadaus make a whuie-heartiNl and 
emiiest effort, we shall be able to find a sol ution once more as we did at; liUoUuow 
in 1916, It p! only then that India, unitetl ami stroim, will be able to n;*a!!y 
galvanise the British Parliament and tb* British Nation iidi» act’ou ami forc^? their 
hands to grant Dominion Uesponsibie Government to India, In the ease of Ireland 
and Egypt) mark how they have extorted their frecilom from the haiitls of the 
British Parliament and the British Nation. 


Commercial, Industrial and Agricultural Progress. 

“But while that is the main goal, upon which must Is? concentrated the best 
efforts, the energy and the intellect of the country, we must, In the meanwhile, 
piomote. fuppoit and advance the commercial, iutlusrrial uud agricultural progress 
and welfare in all their varietl ficiivitics in tin* country and strive to get a sounilr 
system of finance and curiency. Wc roust take stt'ps to organise labour in the 
country, industrial as well as agricu tural, including lyols and }K*asuuts, to bring 
about spiedy iiLprovuncnr in their tconomic comlition and protect their iulcrchts. 
We must enable thc-m to take their p ace in ihtir countiy’s stiuggle for Kwara], 
We must teach thtin to take their pioper share in the constitution of Dominion 
Besfonsiblc Government of Imlia. AVe must noi lose any opportunity \u piomote 
and advance mass cclueation to r.s to make the elcmentaiy education universal and 
thus dispel the >gnoiance and daikness anil bring light to millions of our 
countrymen who cannot claim even the tince IPs, We must lake slips, if uicrs* 
sai*y, to see that elimeiitaiy c<!u< alien is made com|ul8oiy. We shou d, as far as 
possible, organise and dtviee mrni.s for ihr purpose of (ncouragiug and csinblish ng 
I^wad<B^ilti Inst Ties and manufactuie, piomoting National Eilucaiioiij rnnoving un- 
toucbdS|^^,i encouiaging Kttlmunt of disputes by aibitiathn. 'Ihere are many 
other vyHIliliil impoitant questions, idm nistiativc or otluiwlse, such as, Kailway 
adroiii)p^p|f>n ' and its manag<nieiJt and its tinaixe, defence of Inilin, Indianisation 
of ami TTOsing tlie Natioi al Aimy, Indiauisat tu of Services, organising and instruct- 
big electorates, and kupporf'ng caml-’datfs for I.rgislatuiis, local or central, at the 
clectitms. All these questions can be dealt with partly by educative propagamia 
througboot the country and partly through and by mraiis of the existing LegiB- 
While we unfllicblngly and with all our might and main support the 
dfinand for Beforms, provided the rights and intertst of the ^ minorities in any 
, existing scheme or in any tchtme of advance will be duly piottctcd and 

safeguarded, j'et we cannot associate ourselvts with any po icy of <lelibeiaU? and 
wanton wicckage or destruction. We ought to be prepared, if the Goveinroent do 
not juaka tat if fact oiy reffonse to the National dtmnnd for Keforms, as a lasttasogt 
to tnatka tha Cotwmment by Legislature or through Legislature impossible and we 
if nceesfary, adopt lor that purpose all means and measures to bring about 
PttTliameiitary obrtiuclron and const ituticna! dead-locks. But in the meantime we 
'■My ^ 



ttlut extai^ good we oaii the 

letnre by meom of such lixnitod poweie iuod leftiieiioe as is iiermitted to ns to 
ea^se within the scope of the OoTemmexit of India Act, IVIO, as it is oonstitnte<i 
tpHiay. 

The Khilafht. 

The Khilafot question has for the moment owing to the recent decisions ot 
the Angora Assembly under the guidance and leadership of Mustafa KemaL Paslia 
and Ismet Paslia, taken such a turn that ^no immediate solution can be suggested. 
But let ns hope that a Congress of the Mnssalmans of the world, which is in con- 
temp!ation, will have, when it meets, in its midst all those most qualified and 
•competent to siieak on the question, and the united wisdom of those learned in the 
Law and !^ligion of Islam will find a solution of what at present appears to be 
one of the most amazingly complicated questions. 

Swaraj. 

^‘Then there remains the question of Swaraj. Thus the immediate issue between 
India and Qreat Britain of paramount magnitude and importance is the amendment 
of the constitution of the Government oi India. The Assembly passed a resolution 
last February by the vote of 76 representatives against 48 recommending to the 
Governor-General in Council to take immediate steps to establish full Besponsib.e 
Government in India. The Government only showed its willingness to move hy 
means of a departmental committee to inquire into the defects in the working of 
the Act of IP in and further to inquire whether any advance shonld b3 maile within 
the Rule-making power ^but refused to commit itself with reganl to the necessity 
of amending the Act, except to rectify any a<lm nistrative imperfection. So we ask 
for bread and the Government is offering ua stone. Surely the positioik is so mani- 
festly iinjuBt anil untenable that it cannot be maintained for loncc. For, is it claimed 
that the question as to Provincial Antonomy to be granted to the Proviuc'g 
and introduction of responsibility in the Central Government cannot even itj 
considered until the expiration of ten years* period contemplated by the Act ! Is 
it fossible in view of the universal opinion throughout the country to the contrary 
to work the Reforms such as they arc without further advance until I P2P ! Tiic 
Statute does not bar an inquiry being undertaken at any time as to whether ami 
to what extent it is d siiuble to establish the principle of Responsible Government 
or to extend the degree of Responsible Government.” 

' After outlining the present system of Government in India, Mr, Jinnah then poiut«?d 
out its defects and how unworkable it has become and proceeded 

** Is it possible thei'efore to allow the present position to continue 7 I feci Uiat 
the situation is far too serious and 1 hope that the Government has a.reaiiy realised it 
and will net allow any further delay, which, in my opinion, would be dangerous, 
but meet the universal demand which is being voiced from a thousand platforms ai) 
over the country that its immediate steps must be taken to scrap the present cons- 
titution and devise a constitution in co^^uta*^o l with the reprcsentativcb of the 
people which will give them a real coutru. ami lespousibility over their affairs ami 
full scope for development of all their leBources and enable them lo stand as fret; 
people under the full-fledged Dominicn Responsible Goverument amongst the ranks 
of the Nations of the world. This is the task before the All-India Muslim League 
and the country at large. I therefore earnestly appeal and pray to my couotiy- 
m'-n to unite and organise all the resources of our country for the attainment ot 
our immediate goal— that is, freedom for ludia.** 

2nd. Day'a Bitting 

Next day, May 25th^ the League met again and passed a number of resolutions. The 
most important of these is the 2nd reso lUiion on the fnndamental Muslim rights in the 
electorates and the Legislatures. Considerable heat was created during the discussion 4»f 
this r* solution. 

The Second Resolution 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh ABDUL QADIR moved a lengthy resolution about ilic 
fundamental principles of the Indian Constitution nnd in <loing so said that in toe futuiv 
c^LStitution of India 'there must bo some guarantee so that people may live in peace 
when Swaraj was attained. The first fundamental guarantee should be that the Musam 



J^sipeniialv address-; '■'4;*'; 

^ ; pop^tk» in the Pniij^ Beagsl end Frontier FTOVinoee Aonld not 

^ ilitetfm with u any territorUU redkitbution that mig^ht bexsm» 

gumntee should be that the beaia of representation in the Legislature 
and in all^ other elected bodies shall be population except tiiat the veiy stuaii 
iniAOiHties may be given representation in excess of their numerical proportion iit 
those oiees in wnich they would remain eatirely unrepresentcil in the absence of 
such exceptional treatment, subject however to the essential proviso tliat no majority 
shatl be reduced to minority or even to ctiuality? The other guarantees shall be 
full i^igiooB liberty and tliat communal representation through s.'parate electorates 
should be continued as at present with the provision that it shall be o|wu lo any 
commiinity at any time to abandon its separate electorates in favour i»f joint 
eleotomt^ 

fir, SSIA'UDDIN AHM.RD of Aligarh movctl the foliowing ameiulin .?iit to 
clause (c) of the resolntion that the basis of the representation in i<egislat.ures and 
in all other elected bodies shall be pupu.atiou, piovitlcd that minorities shall have 
adequate and effective representation in all elected IxRlies in every province sttbjtnn. 
however to the essential proviso that no majority bliaii be rcilueml to miuoriiy or 
even to equality, 

Hian 8HAH NAWAZ in snporting the autciidment said that minorities shouhl bo 
given more seats than they were entitled to according to population and should be 
treated more reasonably and humanely. This would [>romote friendly feelings amongst 
the communibicB which are essential for peaceful development of the coimiry. 

Chaudhuri 6HAHABUDDIN supporteil the amenilinent and said that Punjabis 
should be glad if they gave a number of moi‘e seats to Hindus and should 
not grudge a few seats here ami therefor the minorities. 

Mr. KHALIQ-UZ-ZAMAN opposed the amendment and said that the l*unjab, 
Bengal and Frontier Mahomedans were <)uitc reusoimble in c.airning represeutations 
according to their population and it wouUl be derogatory for minorities to stretch 
their hands to majorities for a few more seats. 

Maulana MAHOMBD ALf then rose amuUt deafening shouts o f Allah 0 Akbar 
and said that all representations should be settled ou friend. y basis with minorities. 
He strongly opposeil communalism against nationalism and boldly stood out fur Hindu 
minorities. 

Mian FAZL-1 HUSHAIN, Education Minister of the Punjab (lovernmiiit, siiid if 
any commanity in India had made any sacritic: of their interests in llHti at. • 
Lucknow it was the Mahomedan cominunity and hi was g.ad that he was one of 
them. But since then the other coinmuriities had b.*en systematically demanding 
more sacrihee from the Mussalmans. Tims has now however come when they 
should 8t(^ and consider how far this could proceed iu that manner. (A voice: — 
Is Mian Fasl-i Hussain speaking as Minister of Giverivnmt oi* as a member <»£ 
Muslim League ?.) Mussalmaus should sie, he said, how far toe other communi- 
ties were ready to sacrifice their interest iu the struggle for liberty (At this 
stage there was an uproar in the House and voices asked the President whether 
Mian Bahib would have unlimited time for his speech.) 

House being sharp y dividetj a 
division accoiding to provinces and resulted as follows 126 voted in 

favour (^^^^^Umendment, bfi against. 

Dr. jp^Uddin's amendment that minorities siiould b; given not proportionate 
and effective representation was declared passeil, bjcause Mr. Abul 
Kasim his friend from Bengal were declarcil to have 60 votes each. By 

fh'i rgjqji of the Muslim Leaitu;, voting goe.s by provinces and Bengal as the 
provumo 'having the largest Muslim iiopu.ation is entitled to get 60 votes. Mou.vi 
Abul aUmim and his friend were the only two in in present and they carried all 
the 60 votes with them. The total number of members present amounted to ISO, 
out*of which many wore Government officials. Even of these, 07 came from the 
f^iab and only 83 from onUide the province. 

* Mr. ABAF ALI moved the following amendment to clause (e) ; “If the other 
cfjmmunities of India agree to reservation of seats in Legislature in direct propor* 
tion to numerical strength of their population aiul cojimon c.ectorates, common general* 
and ifeeial eleetorates rfiould be substituted for existing exc usive constituency.’ 

Ail’s amendment was lost after a short debate. 











tilt IdiiofTfitf r^liiliotf wtrt tdopicil tl tWt Ali'lsdBt Mutlirn l^fiit iitid 
~ tl LiHorv on tbt 24ch tnd 25tll oi M»y 

EeiOlntSoo No. 1.— Tbe All-lndit LengM lieoyd Its tep mie of 

•orrow nl tha ■nd nod untimtXy ti^th of tbt fion, Mr. Gbnlnin MnbniDiBnd and 

fetft i^at in him Ibo ilQmlmaito tf indU bad Iqat ont of the greateet patriot*, 
pfrtiticHfii and diiintereoted eervanti of the oommnnitj and deeliei that tbii tspienion 
of eorrow on behalf ofitbe eononnity nay be eonteyed to hie family. (From the Obair.) 

K. B. Sheikh AbJnl Qadir, Bar*at*Latr of Lahore, then mored and Sbelkb N^yae 
H ^liammai of Lahore eeconded tbe following Bf>eolation ; 


^ Batio Prinetplee of Swaraj. 

Renolntion No. II.— Whereat the opeedy attainment ol Swaraj ie one of the decland 
objecu of tbe All 'India Mnsllm Leigne, and whereat it ii now generally felt that the 
conception of Swaiaj should be transiated into tbe realm of concrete po litics and become 
a factor iu the daily life of the Indian people, the AlMndia Mnilim Leagne hereby 
resolrei that in any scheme of a Conititnlion fdr India that may ultimately be agreed 
upon and accepted by the people, tbe following shall constitnte its basic and fandamental 
principles : 

(«) The ezitting Provinces of India shall all be united under a common OovernmeDt 
on a federal batis so that each Prorince shall have full and complete Provincial 
antottomy, tbe functipns of the Central Government being confined to inch matters only 
a« aro of general and common concern. 

(b) Any territor'al redlstribotion that might at any time become necessary ihall 
not in any way affect tbe Mnilio* majoi'ity of popniation in tbe Pnnjab, Bengal at d 
N. W. F. Proving'. ♦ 

(<0 The baaia of representation tn tbe Legislatare and in all other elected bodiii 
shall be popniation. escept that very sira!l minorities may be given repres 'Otation in 
ezecfs of thetr noraerical proportion in those cases in which they wonld remain entirely 
unrepresented in the absence of inch ezeeptional treatment, subject, however, to the 
essential prnvisti that no roajrrity shall be reduced to a minority or even to an equality. 

(d) Full relig'oos libeity, I e., liberty of belief, worship, observances, propaganda, 
association, and fdueatidu shall be guaranteed to all communities. 

(p) The Idea of joint eletorates with a specified number of seats being Dnaeeeptabl > 
*to Indtau Mnslims, on tbe ground of its being a frnitfnl sooree of discord aud dhnnion 
and also of btoug wholly inadequate to achieve tbe object of effective representation 
of vaiiouB oomrounal groups, the representation of tbe latter shall continne to be by 
means ol separate electorates as at present, provided that it shall be open to any 
com mo city at any time to abandon its separate electorates in favour of joint electorates. 

fi) No bill nr resointlon or any part thereof affecting any eornmnnity, wli''!) 
question is to be determined by the members ol that eornmnnity in tbe elected body 
c tDceined. shall be passed In any Legislatnre or in any other eleoted body, it three- 
f**aith8 of the members of that community in that partienlar body oppose sneh bill or 
resolution of part thereof. 

The resolution was put first to the meeting In parts, and tbe Preamble and Clauses 
fa) fd) aud were adopted withont further diecossion. 

Manlana Mahomed All adversely oiiticised tbe language and import of Clsuse (b), 
but it was pne to the vote and carried. 

Dr. Zianddin Ahmed of Aligarh moved an amendment to snbatitate tbe foUowisg 
for Clanie of tbe proposed resolation fit: • 

*'The mode of representation in the Legislatnre and In all other elected bod'rs 

shall gnarantee adt qvate and effective representation to minof Hies in every Frovinre 
asbjeet, however, to the essputial proviso that no ma)ority ^all be reduced to a miuenty 
or even to an equality ” 

The amendment was seconded by Mian Bbab Newaz of Laboie and supported^ hy 
Monlvl Mnhammad Yaknb, M L. A. of Moradabad, Cbandhnti Sbababnddin M b. C. 
i f Lahore, Monlvi Abdnl Qoaiim, M. L, A. of Bnrdwan and the Hon. Mian Fes)-i-HnsesiD 

K. B. of Lahore. It was oppoced by Ghaai Abdul Bahmmn of Lyallpui. Chaodburr 

Kballqiieaaman of Lucknow and Manlana Mahomed All, and on a division btiug 
Aakoh, the amendment was carried by a majority of 126 to B8. . u 

An amendment Imposed by Hr. Aaaf Ali of Delhi and ceoonded byMr. Mnsn'r 
finta^n Hidwai and Imqtber propped by Byed Habib Shah ol Lahore and seconded 07 
Hanistia Mabomel AlVto alter Clau^ (**) were both put to Ibe void and lo*f * 



Wnfle nwdadoo, u MMadid^ 'by- .6ct.'-^Siaa4dhi,' wm- Ihea |Hft'l|»'<b»;f«(«'UMi'^' 
, '®^P**** OwhMlMig «* Beterm Act. . 

. ? V 4i<#l«tt« »«. 111.— Ih*t In Um opiBien o( Mm AlM^ia tfailta Lmm tU 
-'BpftlW §w®^ V ww ttoteTBOMBt of ladn Aot 1919 are wholly ooMUiilooMn aad 
a^ioiBtlwr toa-teqfMte to Met the reqaireneate of the aaauiry aod that ih« virtaal 
iM^ hl MW tee^aeibtUty of the nMoattfe to the elected repieeeaiatleee ol the 
|iee^ hk the L-'glalataro hat really laadetad theai latite and anwoikable : the Leaeae 
^I^OK argee that laiaadiate etepa be takea to eataUith Swaraj. i.e.. lull a»epaii»>ble 
OoiaibtMat, ha*iDg Tega*4 to the prorieloaa of Betolatioa No. II, and thi». in the 
L**a,gttei can only be done by » oumplute ;o?erbnuling of the Oovf ru* 
in|Mlt oi India A'^t 1919, and not merely by an enquiry with a view to dteoover 
tbe working of the Act and to rectify imperieotinne under it« rttle*niakiug 
ppwer.-^(Fro|ioied by Mr. am! All of D.lhl, Bdcomled by M. Barkat All of Lahore 
and enpported by 8yed Habib dnah of Lahore). 


Committee to Frame Oonititntion 

. Hiiolntion Ho. IV.— That the All-India Ifnillm League do appoint a Committee 
coQtitting of the following gentlemen to frame a eoheme of a Oonetitution for the 
Hofornment of India, in ooninltation with the Committee or Ootumittees that may be 
appofoted by other political organiaattoni in tbe oonatry foi thii purpose, and to place 
the eame before a leseion of the League and. if neoeBsary, a Bpecial Bea«ion ol the League 
may be tnmmoned for that purpoBeat an early date, to conrider and adopt the aohemcg 
tie Mo A. Jinnah of Bombay, Hon. Mian FaRl-i-HuBaain K. B. of Lahore, Mr. 

Maqbol Habmiid of Amritaar, Agha Mohammad Sardar ol Sialkot, Mr. Muahir Ha 1 ^ain 
Kidwai of Qadia, 6yed ^ahur Ahmad of Lucknow, Hon. Bycd Rasa All of Allahabad, 
Cbandhari Ehaliqnaaaman of Lucknow, Hon. A. K. Kazlul H 4 q of Caicntta, Mr. 
Aiaf aU of Delhi ; Nawab Barfraa Mai»aiu Khan of Patoa ; Mr. Abdnl Asia of 
FeMiawar ; Mr. Shnaib Quraiehi of Bombay , Mouivi Byed Murtaat of Tricbloopoly; 
Cbandhnfl Sbababnddin of Lahore and Byed Habib Shah of Lahore.— (Proposed by 
Mr, Maqbnl Mabmnd of Amritsar and seconded by Mr. Ma»hir lluBBain Kidwai ol 
Oadia), 

Muiliffl Aotivities' Committer. 

Beioltttion Ho. V.— That a Committee consiBtlng of the loUowing members of^ 
the All-India Muslim Leasne be appointHd with power to confer with the Working* 
Committee of the Central Ehllafat Committee in order to frame a scheme in con* 
•ttltatioii with it for the pnrpoee of organising tbe farlous public activities of tbe 
Muiltm oommnnity and the said lobeme be placed as soon as possible beiore tbe 
Oonheil of the AlMndia Mualim League and if necessary before the next sossion of 
tbe Leagpe for adoption, rii., A M. Jinnab of Bombay, Hon. Mian Fasl-i-HuiiBaln 
K, B. of Lahore, Agha Muhammad Safdar of Sialkote ; Byed Zahar Ahmad of 
Lueknoiir; Monlvl 6y^ Murtasa of Triobinopoly ; Mouivi Abdul Qastm of Burdwau; 
Monlfi Mnbammad Taknb of Moradabad ; Hon. M. K. Faxlul Haq of Calcutta, Mr. 
Bultan Ahmad of Bankipore, Dr. Miiai Yaqub Beg of iiSbore, Mr. Ohulam Bheek 
of Lahore, Malik Barkat Ali of Lahore, Dr. Bhujauddin of Lahore, M. Bamiailah 
Khan ol 0. P., Mr. Abdnl Asia of Peshawar, Dr. Bbafaat Ahmad ot Allahabad, 
Bheikh Abdnl Qadtr, E. B. ot Lahore, and Mmlvi Abdul Karim of Baachi.— (PropoS/d 
by Mo Qhnlam Mohinddin of Kasar and seconded by Sirdar Habbibuiab Khan of 
Lahore). 

* Frontier Province. 

Beaolntloii Ho. VI.— That tbe All- India Muslim League strongly urges upon the 
Gofemmeifct the immed*ate and paramount neoessity of inlroduomg reforms In tbe 
N, W. F, Profinoe and of placing this Province in all respect in a position of 
tM|ity with the other major PioTinces of India.— (Proposed by Mr. Abdnl Ass ol 
^tiA mmuMifuimA tj Mf. Abool Majid QuraUbi of Lahore). 

• Hlndn-Moslim Relations 

Bitointlon Ho. VII.— The All-India Mnsllm League flews with great alarm the 
deplorable bittemess of feeling at present existing between tbe Hindni and Mnssal- 
inana in the different parts of tbe oonutry and strongly deprecates the tendency on 
the part ot oertaio public bodies to aggrafato the oanses of difference between the 
two ^mmnnitiM, thus doing incalenlable barm to the National canic, and while 
plac^: en Itg Axm oonvlotioa that no political progress Is possible in ibia 
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coBAtrj R&leii it ii bated oa a solid subetratam of Hiada-Mmlim unity, and that 
tbe interettf of the country dcaoaad nutual eaoriilee and an intensife tpirit of gite 
and take on tbe part of all tbe eomnunitiet, tbe League makes an earnest appeal 
to all public bodies to diteontinne all aetirities saforing of aggremion and^to con- 
centrate their ei!crts[on tbe qoettion of establishing Hindu-Muslim unity on a firm batit. 

Resolution No. VUi.-* Whereas inter-communal unity is extremely neoeisary for 
gaining Swaraj, and whereas conditions, •political and religions, unfortunately ex lit 
in the country on account of which a recrudescence of inter-communal differences 

takes place esery now and then, and it is most desirable that means should be 

adopted to meet such eases, the League resolves that Conciliatory Boards, consist- 
ing of representatives of ail oommnnitles, be constituted in different districts with 
a Central Board in tbe capital of each Province, (1) to settle all matters Jikt^iy 

to create communal differences, and (2) to deal with all cases of conflict, and 

investigate and enquire into acts of aggression on the part of any particular community. 
Resolution No. IX. — The All-India Muslim League deplores the present scanda- 
Ions state of disorganisation existing among tbe Muslims in all spheres of life, 
which not only prevents all healthy inter-change of ideas and co-operation for the 
good of the community, but also serioosly handicaps tbe Muslims in shouldering 
their proper share ol responsibility in the National struggle for progress aud Self- 
Oovernmeut, the League, therefore, urges the extreme desirability of ooucerted action 
everywhere with a view to secure internal solidarity among tbe Mnstalmans of 
India and resolves that a Committee be formed to carry out a programme of 
political, social aud economic development with particular reference to the following 
items : 

(1) To popularise the Iieagne and establish its Provincial, IMstrict, Tahsil, 
Pargata, and Village Branches throughout India. 

(2) To collect funds for the League. 

(3) To call upon and to co-operate with tbe Mnslim Educational Conference 
in India in establishing elementary schools in every village and utilising tbe village 
Mosques and Imams iur this purpose wherever feasible. 

(4) To promote female education among tbe Mnssalmans and to establish 
Bchools for the purpose in villages and towns. 

(5) To enconiage adult education. 

(6) To organise the Muslim Boy Scout Movement. 

(7) To encourage the use of kfaadder and Swadeshi goods. 

(8) To encourage and help tbe establishment of Mnslim Banks in tbe country. 

Resolution No. X.— With a view to better tbe economic and political couditions 

of tbe workeis and peaiants of India, tbe All-India Muslim League oonsiders it 
most essential that the organiiation of tbe workers and peasants be taken in baud 
and a movement be immediately started on tbe lines chalked ont by tbe All-India 
Congress Committee in this oonnection in order to achieve these objects ; tbe League 
therefore resolves that a Committee ol five members be appointed by tbe Couned 
of tbe League to meet tbe Committee appointed by tbe All-India Congrees Com- 
mittee for this pnipose to diaw up a practical programme for tbe organiiatlon of 
workers and peaeants of India. 

Resolution No. XI.^Tbat this League urges all tbe Provincial Governments 
generally and U. P. Government particularly to enforce tbe Wakf Act of 1^23 in 
their respective Provinces, and further resolves tbkt Provincial Leagues be called 
upon to appoint Provincial Committees to look to the proper administration of tbe 
Wakfs in each Province. 

Resolution No. Xll.— That a Committee be appointed by tbe Coat oil of tbe 
All-India Muslim League to consider tbe grievances of the Mnstalmans in the 
matter of their repfeaentation in the public services of tbe country and to submit 
its report to the League before its annual session with suggestions as to the ways 
and means whereby the Muslima may be atsnrid of their proper aud legitimate 
in the administration of tbe oonntry. 

e A Resolution was also passed deploring tbe nnsjmpatbetlc attitude of tbe 
Easbinir Durbar on the needs of Moslems In Kashmir. 

After appointing OflBoe-bearers, aud tbe nsnal thanks, tbe session then elesfd. 



Provincial Conferences 

A V 7 L—J V K K I <> S i 

Provincial and DUtrict Political Conforenoo.s arc hold in India alwni, 
tht3 second (iiiartor of each yoar fo discuss local as well ;us all India 
atfiiirs- and also to take stock oi the work dclc-aied to tliciu by the 
bigger all'lndia organisations. Aee.ovdingly sonn' very import int confer- 
ences wore hold througbont India during the un>iiths of A\»ril i . .Imi,* laqt 
The most important of these is the Bengal Vrovincial ConfereMCc at 
Sorajgunge, where the much talked of (lopinath Saha resolution was passed, 
a full account of which is given in the following pages. Of the other 
conferences may bo mentioned the following of whii’h the more important 
tines arc given in somewhat grealor <letail here. - 

Of the Nationalist Conferences where Congioss iuer» lioM sway, whether 
Swara.iists or No-charigers, the folio wi.ig arc important. - 

APHIL 27th — Maharastra Provincial Confcivncc ai .laigaon Both with 
Mr. Gaiigadhir Rao Doslipande in Iho chair. .\f this Ponferenec Mr. 
Ifoshpando made a scene by scathingly aHacking tin' Swaraiists wlm did 
/lot attend. Mr. Gangadhav Rao is one of th’i leiding Noa'lianger disciple 
of M. Gandhi and his exhibition of ill temper was much comnn'tit ‘<1 upon. 

MAY 1st — Third Karnataka Provincial (/onforeiice at Gokarn with Shri 
Saiikaracharya of Saradapith in the cimir (see p. 

MAY ‘i^id Seventeenth Godavari district Political ( 'OiiferetM'o vith 
I)r. Varadarajnlu Naidu as president, (see p. bsl.) 

MAY 3rd — Sixteenth annual sossi»)ii of the N imbudn Vo.rakslicma 
Sabha at Trit'hur with Mr. M. 'F. Vasndevaai Xambmlri in the chaii. 
This was held mainly to discuss the \inttiii'’liability f** 

devise moans to help the ^’aikom Salyagnha ksi'c. p \ii.) 

MAY 3rd — Godavari District Volunteers ( ’orifeicncc a^ Almcni wit-h 
Aiidliraratna Gopalkrislinayya in the. chair. 'I'his was a conference of 
the Congress Yolnntoers formed in Andliratb'slia at the time of the list* 
t’ongross at Coeanada. The ( sniferoncc resolved td roorganiso I he 
Volunteers and to adojit the *’ Kamd.indn as a t>art of t he Volunteer 
organisation. 

MAY 7th — The S. N. I). P. Vogam a1 N'aikom under Dr. Kunhi 
Kannan as President. This was a. (%mfercnce of the 'untonchable 
lOazhavas who wanted to remove the ban nndor wliiidi they siilTcnMl. It 
'Upported the Vaikom vSatyagraha and joined hands with the Nairs 
Conference hold at the same ]>lace for the same puiposo. 

AIAY 13th — The Seventh (Iiijerat Political < .'onbuoin'O ;it. Bors.id under 
Sjt K. Kalelkar was a groat. N.'C.*(). (k)iifo!cncc a full aci'onnt ol which 
s given on p. 678. 

MAY I5th— The DcineWd (.da.s.se.s (^>nforence at Bor.-ad under Sjt. 
V. li. Fardke passed resolution.s lor the romovn.! of untouchilnlity and 
was important because M. Gandhi who sent a m -ssage to it was iiorsona iy 
concerned in its proceedings. . ^ t 

* MAY; 18th — Fouitoonth scs.sion of the 'ranjoro District (vonfcronco at 
, Mannargadi under Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar was important in a.s uinci! 
as Mr. Iyengar who was believed up till now to bo an fcit and out 
Xo"changer gave out his mind that he was yoering t.o wards thj Su uajists. 
He however advocated Congres.sineii capturing I he seats in the ouncils 
ind then keeping them empty. 

83(a) 
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MAV Tlie Taujore Mirasdai^ Conference at Maiinargadi with 

ihe Hon. Mr. K. V. Rangaswami Iyengar in the chair was organise*! 
in protest of the onbanceinent of rent of the land-holders of Tanjor* 
iind Trichiiiopoly. The Mirasdars resolved to start a no-tax campaigi]. 
An interesting interlude arose when a policeman walked up to the dai> 
and served a notice on Mr. Satyamurti x)rohibiting him from addressin^- 
the Conference. 

JUNE 1st. — The Bengal Provincial Conference at Serj^giinge under 
M. Akram Khan as president. Mr. C. R. Das and his Swarajists domi- 
j ated the conference and the Bengal No-changers suffered a signal 
defeat (see p. 666). 1 his conference .showed that Bengal was ovorwhelmingl\ 

Swarajist. 

JUNE 16th — Tiie First Omalur Adi-Dravid Conference at Kamalapnrain 
under Mr. K. V. Subha Rao was more. or Ic^s a N-C-0 Conference where 
M. Gandhi's lead was followed. Messrs. Rajagox)alachari, M. G. Vasudeviah 
ai.d other N-C-G leaders were the prominent speakers. 

JUNE 28th — The Utkal Provincial Conference at Cuttack undei 
l>r. Sir P. C. Ray who gave a very important address on Khadder and 
tliC Charka (.sec p. 682). 

Moderates Conferences 

Of the Confcronco.s of the Moderate i>arty three arc , given heic ; 

the I’. P. and Boml>ay liibcral Uoiifcrcnces and the U. P. Libera! 
Asssociation. 'l1io.so arc the only “ live ’ organ i.sations of the now 
declining Moderate I’arty, being still under the guidance of such men a.' 
Sir IVj Laiiadur Sajnu, Mr Sastri, and Mr. ( hintainoni. The W eston: 
India National Lil>cial iVssoeiatioii held its fourth annual general meeting 
in Bombay on May 3rd. It wa.s presided over by 8ir Dinshaw W’aoh.t 
vho assured the meinl>ers that *‘tho future of Lidia wa.s in the hand." 
fd* the Liberals alone’. The session ^\as not important. 

Non Brahiiiaii ConferonceB 

Of the impi)rtiint NoirErtihiiiaii Conferences may be mentiojied tin 
iiieeting of the South India Liberal Federation (given on i». 68h), at/ 
a social Confcreiico of the C. 1*. NoirBrahmans under the Hon. Mr. JadJia\ 
licld on tlio MHli Ainil. 

On JUNE 17th was held the Adi-ldravida Conference at TnohiJM>i'el> 
snider Sir A. P. Patro in which the. caato (lucstion was fully disiais«je<1 ane 
the defects of Diarchy u;is expo.scd. 'Ihc President .strongly attaclod tli- 
Swarajists and outlined the work dofic so far by the Madras Govt, tor th' 

J depressed classes, and asked them to turn away from the noirco'operaP'r" 

Europeans vV Anglo-Indiaus. 

Europeans and Anglo-Indians have no very strong party organis.i 
lions of their own i)erhaps because they do not need any. The Enropcai 
Association of Calcutta and Bombay arc however strong enough t*- 
make oven Viceroys and Governors quail before them. Tlieir r**ii 
strength lies in the ditferent Cham bets of Coininorce situated in ^ 
I'lovincial hcad-quarteis. The Annual General meeting of the Cainiit * 
J'luropcan As.sociatioii wa.s held on the 4th Febiiiary last an aocom/^ 
which has boon given in the Annual hegiater 1923 Vol. IT i. 

p. 316. Another imi'Oitant meeting was held in May last which i- 
^iven here on i>. 690. 
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The Bengal Provincial Conference 

sepajcv?:ge^iSt ji-se 19-/. 

The famous SERAJGUXGK CONFKRKNCK. or ihr “ Rronrh of the 

Indian National Congress ” as some suh-jaula M. P.s pul it in ibe Hous<‘ ol Commons 
commenced its Session on June isi undtr the Pnsitifncy of Mauiana AUram Khan It 
was a great triumph of the Swarajists, as cpiile a crop'of (,tb.r Ci.nfrr.iu rs wen* luld 
mainly with a view to draw away people from the great rtdiiical Ctinfeience of Hengal 
where the influence of Mr. C. R. Das reigned supreme. A MaluinieHan ronfeienre 
organised by Mr. Shiraji, once a prominent n.uionalist, but now .in instrument in the 
hands of the reactionary Ministerialists, was set up with Khan Hahadur MusaralT Unssain 
as president, but it proved a miserable f.iilur.* as the majorilv of the M.ihometlans coiiM 
easily see through the lure and spuriieil it. Of the oth. r sister eonferenees, the Khilafaf 
('onference under Ilaji .\bdul Rashid Khan, a Stud«‘nt*s Coiift n ure. :i llindu Conferenee 
where .Swfimi Shr.addhananda, the great protagonist ol SnJilhi and SiHij^nthttn mov. iiient, 
was present on behalf of the Benares llindu M.ih.is.ahh.i, and a Kliadi l''\hihition opened 
by Dr. Sir P. (', Roy, deserve to lie nienti«nie»|. rroiilde was anlleipat.-d owing to the 
great tlilTerence between the No-chatigers ;ind tlw Swar.ijists and l»el\\een tfie Ministerial- 
ist and and the .Swarajist Moslems, .and every party w ant. d l«* r.ii r\ tin- ( ‘oiilerenn' hv 
coup dc force. \ strenuous attempt was in.ide hv the No-ehaiigers id' Bengal to rasirali* 
some of the resolutions, mainly those ( *ounril-ent rv. tiopinath Saha, and tin- llindii- 

Miislim Pact, hut they had to colIa])se hefon* the overwhelming majiaiiv against them 
in the house. The conference showed that Bengal was 00 per cent. Swarajist. 'Ihe 
(fopinath resolurton, however^ has since then become historic. It has formed the subiecl 
matter of grave deliberation amongst the luiropeans and .Anglo-Indians, finm the Mouse 
of Lords and Commons dowm to the petty Eurasian ('liibs id Calcniia, and has been the 
parent of much acrid controversy in the pre.ss, from which even Mah.dtn.i Gandhi could 
not k(.*ep out. A chorus of angry protest was raised by the London I'inirs, the 
Post, and other Tory papers in England who took up the cry from the Pioneer, the 
Entilishtnan, the Times of India, and other leading .Anglo-Indian papers in India who 
discovered in the resolution a secret incitement to the murder of I-: glishmi*n, and roundly 
accused Mr. Das as the intigntor of the crime. 'Phe real object as of cours»‘ to make 
out a case for Govt., to forthwith intern Mr. Das, and thus to slriUe ihe Swarajist party 
of Bengal out of action. 

The following is an account of the [irrs'eedings of this vry important coMfereiire. 

'PHE PRESIDEN'Pl.AL ADDRI.SS. 

Moulann Mahammad .AKR.AM KII.XN opened his pie^^itleniial .uldi'N-. in B«*ngali 
with a sweet Urilu song. 

Referring to the present condition of our n;it tonal ;icl i\ ilies, iIm- Pri sidi nl said that 
loss of political freedom wms at the root of ;dl our ills and that unless and until .i hiirning 
di-sire for freedom possessed the soul of our countrymen, speci.dly ol ihe upper cl.isses, 
the talk of freedom was a mere cry for the moon, .Slavery h.ad viiiaied our whole lib*. 
Even those of our educated counlrynien who appe.ared to have responded lirsi lo ihe call 
of the Motherland, had not been truly imbued wdili love of fnidoin. Pbeie was nia ibe 
pa.ssion, the fire, the insatiable d<‘sire for freedom in them. They bail not fully awabened ; 
their life and soul had not been possessed by a firm ri‘solve to .iltain freedom. I he 
national body was inert to-day uiufer the influence of morphia, so to say. It muld not 
even realise that it had been di.seased. When a sick man failed to fee) his disease, if 
rould be said with certainty that he was lost for good. .Such was the c.ise with oi.r 
nation. Petty jetilousies, strifes and feuds born of selfishness were hacking her soul to 
pieces. Had her sons truly awakened, we would not have lo see such a s.ad spectacle. 
When the mother’s house was on fire, was it meet and proper for two brothers to remain 
i<lle or to engage themselves in fratricidal strife over trifles? Ihe nientalily of the whole 
nation required a complete change. 

P'ears and Distrust. ^ 

That fears and distrusts reigned sufireme in our midst was eloquent of the fact that 
our leaders and workers had not ln’i’ii captured by real desire fi>r frer-dou., .Ml nur 
’olerance, all liberality and largeness of heart ended with iIk- deliber.dions in the Ton- 
f?res9es and Conferences and as .soon as we got out of ibem we forgot f>urselves and 
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iiuiult’f'd in our party or communal jealousies. Our unity was a seeming unity got up 
lo throw (lust in the eyes of the British. 

('ontinuing the [’resident said that there were people in both the communities, Hind j 
and Moslem, who were mortally in dread of the immediate advent of Swaraj. 

A section of Mus.dmans feared that if Swaraj really came now, twenty-two cronv 
of Hindus would kee|) them under the thumb; for the Hindus were larger in number aiH 
inon‘ prosperous and advanced in education. So Swaraj would be the cause of Moslems’ 
ruin. A section of Hindus too (»n the other hand had a particular dreatl of the 
ghost of I’an-Islamism. They thought if the Hnglish left the shores of India to-day. 
Pan-lsIam would fall upon th<*m with all its gruesome terrors. The fact was ih;ii 
many of the educat(‘d Hindus and Musalmans did nr>t want Swaraj. 

'I'he IVesidefit th»‘n said that th<‘ Moslems* fear of the Hindus was entir<l\ 

baseless. 'I'o lhos(' of the Moslems who thought that, as the Hindus were larj^. r 
in numfx'r and more powerful being far advanced in education and wealth than ih* 
•Moslems, it was better for them to cling to the third party, he said that Mosli-ms 
were never a docile nation easily to be petted or crushed. Moslems’ rise ;iii,l 
power had come through war and strife. .No repression hatl been able to kill 
the*m in the past and no repression would be able to kill them in future to., 

Moslems were n<Jt a weak nation. 'Fhe President did not think that Moslems \v< n 
objects of the world’s |>ity. A nation powerless and devoid of self-trust was, he s.ii.] 
a curse, lit to Ik? thrown into jierpetual oblivion. 

The Moulana could not undiTstand now Swaraj would mean a Hindu K,ij. 

1'he Hindus were more |)owerful than the Moslems. There was no doubt alx/ii? 
it. But it passed the Moulana’s comj)rehensir)n how under a Swaraj Parlijimem 
the Hindus wiaild Ik> able to keep the Mosb*ms uiuler thrdr thui^I). He 
“Suppose w( have got Swaraj nriw and a Parliament under it. Take this confeniu^ 
as the said Parliament. What can th<* Hindus do here to undermine .Mosl.-n,. 

interests? .So far as I can undersiand, they will adojjt measures for tlu* redrt>s> i,! 
the grievances of our pi'asants and these measures will do good lo .Moslem- 

more than to Hirulus; for the bulk of these poor p(‘asants of Bengal come frinii 
the Moslem community. If they adopt measures to protect our countrymen frem 

the ravages (jf malaria and other epidemics, it will benefit Moslems more ihaii 
the Hindus.” 

Referring to the .Moslem grievancr* against the Hindus on the ()uesti(jn <•! 

public services, the president remarked that those who tlid not want Swaraj )•>» 
fear of the Hindu Head ('lerks (Bara Babus) should try to understand that !!i'- 
interests of a few Moslem service-seekers were not identical with those of the vast 
majority of Moslems who neither could get nor cared at all for services. 11)^ 

Moslem community di<l not consist of a few English-knowing service-hunters. 

.A Pact Necessary. 

Continuing the Presid<*nt remarked that .Swaraj could not come as a gift Iron; 
the British. It was idle to expect that one fine morning the British would nd! 

us, “Vf»u an* making so much noise about Swaraj, take it; we are going 

hag ;m<l briggage.” .Swaraj would have* to be snatched from unwilling hrmds ; 

it would have to be won. But without Hindu-Moslem unity the attainment •! 

Sw’.araj was a dream. These two great communities should be imbued with 

same inspiration and enlivened liy the same resolution if they wanted lo win Sw.nr.i! 
Th(‘r(‘fore, the formulation of a rigid constitution apd the statement of an un:dtri;il>b 
|)rinci|)le, he said, were ;i necess;»ry preliminary to joint action in the sirug^l' 
for Swar.aj — a constitution in which the legitimate rights of each community vv'n’il 
he recogniserl in the name of God. 

.As to lh(* baseless fear of some Moslems that after the attainment of .Swam], di> 
Hindus would act treacherously by trying to alter the constitution to the detriruni! 
of Mo.slem interests, the Moulana said that his twenty years* contact with Ifinli* 
leaders and workers had convinced him that it was far from the mind < f 
Hindu leaders lo ilec(*ive th»* .Moslems if opportunity came. They were abovt* 
suspicion, though there was no dearth of mean and narrow-minded people anu.n^ 
Hindus as among others. He further said. “ .Suppose they (Hindus) prove t;e.K'b< r 
after the advent of Swaraj. Who will protect the Moslems? My reply is that evi nts 
will take their own course. There will be anarchy and revolution.” 

'fhe fears of the Hindus too, like those of Moslems, were, he said, quite bas^ 

The Hindus should not judge Mo.slems by their own likes or dislikes. The Mo«l< 
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might be, the presitionl sail), poor, vuioducatoil, bijjolifd, wayward and fanatical, l>\ii to 
call them chicaiu* and tri'aclu-rtuis was u> iln rru« l injustu'r i*t thnn. I'hirii'rn hundrt'<l 
years’ history had shown that Mosltaiw, if anMhin^ iIm-, \\(rr iu)i ina»ht‘roii.s as a 

race, though there was no dearth of nu‘ati, narrow-miiidt'd individuals anu>ng them as 
among* others. 

The fear of I'an-Islamism was hassed on a mere myth. P.m-M.tjnism was a 

modern invention of diplomatic l‘urt»pe. Tht ia- w as mi sm h wmd as •* Pan- Islam” 
in the .Arabic or Persian language. The gluist uf Pan-lsl.imism, tin- Ptrsi^.-nt s.iid, 
had no real existrmet'. The Moslems w«*re not aware of it. Put if iti lendii hi-li'i 
.and succour to a fellow Musalman in distress was Pan-lsl.unism, then w.is m. h. Ip. 
To feel and express sympathy for otlu-rs, to thinU well of oih. is and to pr..i. u tiu'n 
from the hands of oppre.ssors was .a religious duty with Moslems. The Kor.iii enjoim-d it. 
I hus the Koran : 

” Help each other in piety and truth hut help not .-my in sin .md unlruih. 

Fear CJod.” 

‘‘ If this ideal of Islam ” said the Piesuh-m. ” go«‘s against the struggle l,„ 

.Swaraj, then, I say, it is not possible for .MokI.miis to join ilte llimius. II this is 

the general opinion of the Hindus, then, let there he end ot all struggh lot Swaiai. 
let the drop-scene fall h<Te.” 

I’ontinuing the President s.aid th.at P.m-Islamism, was nowhere in the woild. 

It was not in h-gypt, 'Purkey, .Xrahia, Persia or Afghanist.m. It was I'uiope's 

invf'tition pure ;uid simple. Fqu.ally haseh-ss were the llimius’ hats, he s.iid, .ili<.at 
an .Afghan inv.ision. If the .Afghans wouM tome .it all, the powet that (<•01(1 drive 

aw.'iy the Hrilish would he sullicienl to ket'p the Afghans olf. 

• Skins t»f Pia»Misr.. 

1 however, these fears oti both sides, in the o|)inion ol the president, did mM si.md 

in the way of Swaraj, rather they were lavouiahle to it. It pto\ed ih.it neither p.irly 

tlioiight the other p.'irty to hr* wr‘al<. li omr* the sun ol heidoin rose in tin Indian 
sky, all these haseh*ss fr*ars and distrusts wtnild vanish away like morning ntisi. 

The suspieion .and hatred that dornin.ited thr* relatiort hetweerr llindits and Mns.d 

mans twenty years ago, harl now to a gn at extr ril given plai r- to lo\f attd smse ol 

justice. In r‘aeh community hen* h.'id arisen a group ol men who inuld jtisllv reseitl 

the wrong donr* to the community to which thr*y helongrri and were r early ripr-iily In 

ncognise the legit imatr^ rights of ihr* olh<*r eommimily. I hr- iloirrinaiirig spirit of ihr* 
Ih-ngal Pact, whalev(*r might hr* thr* rlillr-rr iirr s «d opittioti as rr gards its rlr tails, was 

liheralily of mind and largenr*ss of thr- lir*;trl. Nohody rnirkl ileny this tinder lyirtg 
spirit. 'Po-day e.ach community coulrl boast oi .a few' leadrrs whrj wrir- not piipan-rl 
Irj support unjust demands. 'Phosr* who harl no powr r fir r ly to ir r ognisr- iht legit im.iir' 
rights of others, had no right to claim Swar.ij. 

'Phe iKiiies of conirailion hr-twr-rat Hindus .anri Miisalmans, s;ii»l ih« President, 
might be (livi(h*d into two groui)s. 'Phrse supplied the luel to loip up the ll.amrs ol 
strife hetwa'en the two eommunil ir*s ; - 

1. Political rights eomprising fa) pr-rrr iri.ige td repj« seni.iiii.ii iiii iIh I .••gisl.ii m* s 
and (h) per-cent age of appointments in public services. 

2 , Religious maltr-rs emiiprisiiig (.a) sl.iiigho r ot r iavs and lb) mu--ii Ic |or» 
Mosr.)ues. 

Mr )ia..v.NA's Srci'oui rn- Mi\i-.ii I’.i.ii I • ncA'i r s. 

1. (a) 'Pile proldtaii r»f rr'prr-'^aital ion rni coniimmal b.asis li.-irl b'en wr ll'ingb sr/lved. 

lk>tli Hindus ami Musalmans harl .-rgn-r-rl ti* eoimmm.al ri pr» si nlat ion on the luisis of 
population. Hut the point of rlispuh* was still then- about ih'- mr-tliod of eler il .n. 
All Hindus and some Musalmans w'en- hir inix'-d e|e< lor.iir v wliilr- rilb' r Musalmans 
were of the f>pinin that Musalman reprrsr ntatives sboulrl b'- •l•rll•<l b, .Musalm.tns 
ai(*ne. Till* Presidr-nt ivre narrated his experir'iira- ol ilv l.ast two r lef lions ;md pr>int*d 
out that separ.ate election had donr- no g<»orl, the laet baviiig been that .Mus.alm.an 
• voters w’ere influenced by Zranindars ami money-lr*nd*rs with tie rrsull ili.al tb'* 
sort of men wa‘re not always sriit up. Mr- was defiiiiiely rd opinion lli.al those 
Musalmans who wt'n* returm-rl by' separat»‘ rder i orates ^litl not ( nrr imirb for the peiiple s 
"pinion or the interr*sts of the cmvs’ry as ;i w hole. 'I'hes.- inflividiials # i)|en d < riunr its 
‘o further their own .vlPish enrls and votr-rl with thr- ( iovriimi'ni in rrpp' irK)ii ti» the 
‘ ountry’s intrrrests. 'Plie ck vr reNl of theiii bowi ver, sought l(i pose .is a<lvrM atr-s 
"f the supposeri Moslem inttrresls by putting (|neslions now and tlieti on p r ess for Jumma 



tS68 BENGAL PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE [Serajgungk 

prayer, public services for Moslems etc., while they never raised a finger agaiiis: 
proposals for increment of taxes or the extravagant budget^ as if these proposals \voul.i 
not affect the Musulmans. From his past experience the president was inclined to beli‘ \. 
that separate electorate was not what it ought to have been. Hence he said l,.. 
supported mixed electorates though it was likely to return Pro-Hindu Musalman's. 

Referring to the Moslems* quarrel about public sf?rvices, the president reinarUr,; 
that their charges against the Hindus in this respect were unreasonable. Musalm.ins 
were labouring under .self-decej>tion. It betrayed their inability to face the truth 
about the matter. There was the Government circular stating that 30 per cem. 
.of the appointments should be given to Musalmans. But that circular was not 
acted up to. Were the Hindus responsible for this? Did the Government Ix-Ion^j 
to the Hindus? The omniscic?nt omni-j>otent Government W'hich could send such Hindu 
leaders as Mahatma Gandhi, Deshbandhu Chittaranjan and Pundit Shyamsundar to 
goal, the Government that could intern without trial thousands of Hindu young m.n 
in defiance of public opposition, could not give some appointments to Mussalmans fo, 
fear of Hindus ! Not even a mad man would believe this. Whom did these courN 
and offices belong to? To the Hindus or the Government? If to fhe Governnvni, 
then how could the Hindus be held responsible for not following the standing Govern- 
ment circular? 

Referring to the attitude of the Hindus tow'ards the Musalmans* demand i(,r 
si.Tvices, the Moulana was sorry to mention that the Hindus* uneasiness on the nmn-r 
w'as no less unreasonable. He further said that Musalmans* demand for servins in 
proportion to their number, based on a common standard of qualifications, was noi .m 
unreasonable demand. Nay, it was their legitimate right. 

• 

II — (a) (>>VV-PR<)T^:CTK»N AND CoW-Sl.AU(iHTKR. 

4 . The subject of the slaughter and protection of cows was an unpleasant on.. 
After discussing at length the relative merits and demerits of the demands of Hindus 
to stop slaughter of cows, the president said that it was impossible to stop it by forc*\ 
The Musalmans wanted a word of honour from the Hindus that they would not try u< 
stop the slaughter of cows hy legislation. He appt^aled to the Hindus to leaw ih* 
miitter to the Moslems and they W'ould .see for themselves how much tlH‘y could d<> in 
this direction. He further appealed that the Hindus should try as much as they could 
for the reservation of pasture lands for cow-s. 

II — (b) Music Beforu MosyuK. 

It would be admitted on all hands, said the Moulana, that music or beating »>l 
■ drums before a mosque became a source of disturbance to the saying of prayers. Ib.t 
prayer did not go on for twenty-four hours. No objection should he raised tu .< 
procession passing bf?fore a mosque except at a prayer Lime. But if it was said iha: 
twenty-four hours were prayer time, then, as in Calcutta, arrangements should b* 
made to have music slopped within a limited area around a mosque. In his ()j)iniun. 
Hindus should not object to this. But for the sake of justice it must he admitted tba^ 
this rule must be observed by Musulmans too in leading their procession before a Hindi: 
oY Buddha temple or a ("hristian church. But above all, there must be a ihang* <•! 
heart, a broader outlook, so that these occasions might not be used as excuse )i»r 
picking up fresh quarrels. 

In this connection the President feared that his address might please no body but h- 
tfiust say in the name of God what he felt to be the* truth. He hinted that there was .< 
mysterious party pulling wires from behind the scene of Hindu-Moslem di.ssension^. 
The agents of this party were continually sowing seeds of strife and using ignorant an» 
wicked individuals for their nefarious purposes. 

In conclusion, he said that as a result of the non-co-operation movement every .straM 
of society had awakened to a new life which was finding expression, here and 
now and then, in rising against oppressive landlords, exacting usurers, untouchabilit>^ 
depression and suppression. The entire manhood of the nation was vocal to-day. J" 
Satyagraha movement of the Sikhs in the Punjab and of the Bengali Hindus at 1 
• swar were but a part of the general awakening of the whole nation. The I'*"' 
welcomed the soldiers of the peaceful war at Tarakeswar and threw out the 
that Moslems too might take a leaf out of this Hindu movement and try to reform i 
mosques and Madrassas in similar manner and rescue their Waqf property from 
hands of those ** Motaollis ” who had been rolling in sin and luxury. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

On the second day, June jnd, (he ( onierenci* met lo pass resolutions. After a few 
formal resolutions the notorious (iopinuth Saha resolution was put to the House and 
carried^ and the resolution on ilindu*Muslini I'aci was lon^ debated till at half past 
I o'clock in the night the Pact was carried by a huge inaji»riiy. 

Babu Sirish Chandrci Chatterje*' inovud a resolution paying hoinagi* to the 
patriotism of Gopinath Saha. lie said that though the C'ongr'ess had adopted non- 
violent non-co-operation yet the act of Gopinath was inspired by a noble idea. Ih' wished 
to rid the country's enemies but said he had made a mistake and Uilleil a inno«ent man. 
The speaker could never support the heinous crime of murder ami the confert nc«' must 
condemn such an act. But Gopinath 's object was noble and praiseworthy, i'bey were 
not praising his act but his object. 

Mr. Chatterjee said the Congress supportetl the act of Kemal P.isha aiul he ask.-d 
if the Congress did that, where was non-violent non-co-operation? I'he resolution was 
carried by a majority by a show of hands. Mr. C. R. Das voted in favour of the motion. 

Thk P.u I . 

Babu Anilbaran Roy M. 1 ,..C. a Swarajist moved that this conference fidly support 
the Bengal Hindu-Moslem I’act in toto as adopted by the Bengal Congress (‘omniittee. 
An amendment moved that the Mahomedans should stop music in front of Hindu 
temples was accepted by the Subjects (\>inmittee. Another amendment fixing the per- 
centage of representation in Council as follows : — Mahonu'dans 45, Himiiis 40, ami other 
communities 15 was not carried. 

Babu Shamsundar ("hakravarty was given an ovation when he ro.se to op|)ose the 
proposal. He admitted that tho.se who were in favour of th«‘ motion were actuated by 
the best of motives. He also Jidmitted that there was a section of people at Sirajganj who 
felt that such a pact was inevitable. He also found that a numher of the young Maho- 
medans wanted to change the Congre.ss literature. But those p<*ople would not admit 
what the Congress had declared before. It had been .said that tluTe existed didereiices 
between the two communities. Such tliflerences existed everywhere. 'Phere was a 
difference of opinion between the speaker and Mr. C. R. Das hut they were not un- 
friendly. They would help each oth(‘r whenever one of them would be in difliculty and 
distress. When they began work there was no i<lea of the pact which was only an 
instrument and machinery. 'Phere could never be any good to the country thrr>ugh suMi 
a machinery. He was opposing the pact because he did not believr* in any artificial machi- 
nery. The mission of his life was to pn:ach against .all sorts «»f arlilicialities and to he 
true to the central creed as regards civili.sation and culture, namely truth ami purity in 
all its forms and to set their face strongly against all th.at siii.'icked of violence. That 
was the reason why they opposed to praise Go]iinath’s action. 'Po sei-k tri do things 
through such a machinery as the pact without bringing about :my change of heart was a 
sort of unmeaning coercion which had no room in the programme of those whosi^ inelhod 
of regenerating the country was by self-purification and non-resistance. He praisi'd the 
earnestness of those who were in favour of the jiact. lie oppo.sed ilu‘ pact because he 
did not believe in machinery. He believed in men. It h.id lieen said that all gre.ii men 
were not practical men. They must admit that the* Maliomed.ins like Hindu.s ecpiall^ 
loved the Motherland. The lovi; of country was a part and |)arrrl of Islam. He advised 
the Hindus that their sjdvation lay in following the Mahomc'dans who offered prayers fiv# 
times a day while the Hindus never did so ever once in day. The Mahomedans were 
more religious than the Hindtfs. 'Pheir salvation lay n(»t in the part but in following 
the dictates of their religion. He said they had misre.ul history. Iheir patriotism 
would be hypocracy if they did not admit that selfishness could not go hand in hand with 
patriotism. If they did not admit it they were not fit for struggle for freedom. 'Pheir 
salvation lay in sacrifice. The Mussalmans might say th*!y did not wrant his ailvice but 
the speaker knew what was good to them. If they did not care to lake his advice he 
would retire and work in villages. , „ . 

Mr. Chakravarty next referred to the statements made by Mr. tjandhi as regards the 
pact. Truly, he had said, that they had not arrived at the stage when the pact was a 
po.ssibility. He appealed to them not to widen the dissension between them, lo wait till 
the proper time came for it. He then mentioned instances of oppression by Mahomedans 
on the Hindus and said that if they thought that the Pact was a real rem dy for it then 
adopt it by all means. But if by discarding the pact they thought such oppressions should 
be removed, then discard it like poison. Mr. C. R. Das was not the father of the pact. 
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They all knew that it came from the Government. Sir Abdur Rahim, Mr. .Abdul Karim 
and Nawabali Chaudhury were the? real fathers of the pact. But who would give effect 
to the pact ? The cult of Islam was democracy and that was not by the pact hut because 
they were religious. He did not see tlie necessity of the pact. To them Hindus and 
Mahomedans who believed in God the Pact was nothing. The pact was a contract. 
Where there was a contract there wa.s the necessity for lawyers like Mr. Das and they 
all knew that every contract created discord. He asked them not to hanker after tem- 
porary artificial unity by the pact. His belief was that the pact would do untold mischiet- 
(A voice you are a false i)rophet *’). 

Mr. R. I).'\S with the permission of the President gave reply on behalf of ilv 
mover of the resolution. He began by .saying that it had been said that there was no 
neccjssily for a pact ; that the pact if passed would retard progress of Swaraj ; that it wa^ 
nothing but a contract ; that it was a mere machinery and people did not want such an 
instrument. He could not see how the pact was a machinery or an instrument but h* 
ask(‘d, was not the signing of the ( ongress creed or the (‘ongress volunteers’ pledg** .i 
contract and a promise. Was it not a contract when a Congress worker went frojii 
house to house, supplied cotton to villagers and promised somc^thing in return. But was 
there anything in llie pact which would retard grou'th of nationality or by which Hindus 
would lose their own individuality and self-rt^spect. He would never allow his name i(, 
!>e associated with the pact had it been a mere instrument. In the pact he had request* d 
both Hindus and Mahomedans to make small sacrifices for the causes of Indian Swaraj 
and it would lie to the advantage of both of them. So long as Hindus and Mah(»m« (lans 
did not unite, it was impossible to achieve Swaraj. But how were they to unite? ('ertainl\ 
by federation of the two communities based on self-sacrifict? and suffering, rnedoin 
that vvoukl thrive <jn .sacrifice and suffering would bring about true union bet wa rn ih* 
two communities, lie had asked them — Hindus and Mahomedans — to sacrifice sonn (.! 
their interests for the good of the Motherland. How could that be a contract. Life wa^ 
certainly above dogma or kigic. He did not liki* that life .should only be gui(lf‘<l by logi* , 
He asked them to obey the will of Go<l. 'flie pact was ne-cessary for the growth (*f liigli 
ideal of manhood and Indian nationality. Wlirtlwr lln?y called it a ])act, a ctmvenanl (*r an 
instrument, he believed it was ni'ces.sary for th<' estnldi.shment of Swaraj for wldrh 
Mr. Das was prepared to make every possible sacrifice, ev<‘n to shed every dro|» of hi^ 
blood. As for the alkigation that thi* pact had sown sec’ds of discontent and dislrii*'! 
where there w'as none, Mr. Das said the dLsunion was not owing to the pact hut becau.s- 
of opposition to it for which Hindu .Sangathan and no-changers were responsible- to a 
certain extent. 'J'his had helptul Government .and Mock-rates b(?caiise it w-as to the int»*r*-sf 
of the bureaucracy that there should he constant friction between Hindus and Mahomedans 
as that would retard the* advent of .Swaraj. They were also aw-are that the Ministi rial 
parly was busy in a systematic campaign of organising counter agitation in c^very disiritf 
of Ik-ngai against the pact, and therefore against the growth of Hindu-Moslem I’niiy 
As an illustration he referred to the* Local Mo.slem Congress which he .said had h- • n 
organised at the instance of some Mahoniedan members of the Ministerial party. H' 
made a fervcjiit appeal to accc-pt the* Pact and welcome Sw^araj by making sacrifices am! 
by .suffering. 

The resolution was passed and the house then di.ssolved. 

Next day the ("onferenc'c* discussed seven other rersolutions, the most imporiain ef 
which referred to C?ounciI entry. 

Non-Co-Oi’kr.vhon ani> Cci’ncil Entry. 

Mr. Prolap ('hander Guha Roy moved the n-sdlution which was as follows: 
Whereas in the opinion of the C!onference working in the C-ouncil is not opposed to il" 
principle of non-violent non-co-operation as accepted by Nagpur Congress as its declar- l 
policy, this conference requests the Bengal Provincial ('ongress Commillec to at k^ist iry 
to act according to the re.so]ulions accepted at Delhi and ('ocanada ('ongresses tl ui-' 
allowing the Swaraj Party to do the necessary and legitimate work in ('ouncil and 
forward their constructive work there. 

Babu Narendra Nath Bose moved an amendment urging deletion of the pn mui l* • 
namely “ Whereas in the opinion of the (conference the working in the Council is n* : 
opposed to the principle of non-violent non-co-operation.” 

* Mr. C. R. Das in support of the resolution said : — 

He wanted to make his position clear. Non-violent, non-co-operation was an > 
thing. It was he who moved the non-co-operation resolution at Amritsar Congress wlvn 
Mahatma Gandhi still wanted to co-operate. When Lokmanya Tilak suggested respt^n- 
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sive co-^rntion lie oppoM-d him and he tiad a tough fight with Mahatma. But «-v<fn 
at the Calcutta Special Congress while supi>orling nooK'o-operation he did not admit 
that council entry was opixwed to it. At Nagpur Congress lie did not change his views 
and Nagpur resolution did not say that council entry was against non-violent, non-ro- 
operation. But the councillors \vt*p* askciJ to come out iMrausc it was ni*aiii<iit dciiKX'rav'V 
After referring to Delhi .and C.Kanada residiilions Mr. Das said, in his opinion eouneii 
entry was not against lh»* principle of non-viol.Mil non-co-opermion. 11c ;,sUe»l were 
those no-changers who paid taxes to (lovi‘rnmeni nnn-co-t»pcrat»>rs? lit' |.iilc,| m un- 
derstand how in this they were showing disrespect to Mahatma tian.lhi. It muNi he 
admitted by all that there was not the least doubt that Mahaim.i (ianilhi was ..iic ,.f ihc 
greatest living men but if there were .some who ilisagreeil wmi inrn m all points wen- 
they showing direspecl of the Mahatma? Me failed 1 ,, imderstand h..w those who pi„^ 
fessed to be orthodox followers of the Mahatma should at once erv shame and flourish 
lathi should a speaker by a slip or mistake fail t,i add Mahatma ' before (iaridhi. In 
opposing the amemlinent Mr. Pas asked was there not a movement going on to reiiuwe 
Swarajists from the Toiigress Kvecutive .ilihough lh.> fact* remained that it was owing 
to the Swarajist activities that Mahatma ilandhi was n h'ased. Was it not goo«l woi U dom* 
by the Swaraj Party in passing a r.‘solutu.n demamling tlv' reh'ase of political prisoneis 
and, with a view to destroy diarchy n fiised the minisieis' s.darv. In conclusion Mr. Das 
said they were attempting to remove the Swaraj Party Iroin the Congress l^xecutive and 
with all humilily he pointed out that from the time of tin* trial of .Xiirohiiulo ('.hose tip 
till now there was not a single forwani movement in the country with which he was 
not associated. His firm conviction was that tin y should allai U hureauciacy from evi rv 
possible point and eviTy inslitulion that perpetuali d the hold of the hurenucraf y in thir 
country mus; be destroyed. 'Phey must .attack thejr cilad* ! and light the bure.-iucrai v 
both inside and outside the council. It was for Bengal In deeii!»' whether Mr, Das was 
fit to hold sway over (he (‘ongress. 'Phey had elected him Presiilem ,,r Bengal Provincial 
Congress ('ommiltee. Would they now wish that he should nsign? If that he their 
decision he would accept it ;uid how to that <|ecision. 

'Phe Amendment was defeated and the original motion was carried by a large 
majority. 

OtiiI'K Ri-soi.imhins. 

The following are some of the more important of the resolutions p.issed by tlje 
ciiiiference : — 

'1‘his Confen*nce, whilst denouncing (or dissoci.itiiig itself from) violence and adhering 
to the principle of non-violence, .appreciates (iopinath Saha’s ideal of self-sacrifice, mis 
guided though th.at is in respect of the country’s liest interest, and express its res- 
pect for his great self-sacrifice. 

Whereas large quantities of salt can be firoduced free of costs from the soil and 
water, and whereas Government compels us to use imported salt by tlepriving its of our 
birth-right by legislation, this Conference urges upon the country to manulactiire 
srdt for consumption in viiulication of their hirlli-riglit ami in indignant prolfst ol the un- 
just law. 

This Conference, expresses its symp.athy with the M.diabir D.al who have l.aiinehed 
Satyagarha under the leadership of the Swainis X'iswanrmda and Sachidananda fi.r 
management by a representative. Hindu r*c»mmitlee to be ebeted by the Bengal I’ro- 
vincial Congress Committee of the Seva of Tarakf •sluvar, the temples, the palace, and 
Dehutter properties and other * moveable and immoveable properties standing in his 
and other persons* names by deposing the immoral and oppr»*ssive Molmnt 5*»ntish Giri, 
and his “ Chela ” Pr.avat Giri. 'Phis Conference requests the Bengal Provincial * on- 
gress Committee to take charge of and lead the movement .and call upon the country 

bring the movement to a successful issue with men and money. 

Whereas this Conference is of opinion that Council-entry is not against the 
principle and programme of non-violent non-co-oper.'ition as adopted in the resolution 
of the Nagpur Congress, this Conference requests the Provincial Congre.ss Committee 
to see that to enable all to work unitedly the compromise resolution adopted in Delhi 
and Coconada Congress Sessions is adhered to, that no obst.arle i.s pl;ire<l in^ the pro- 
secution of the Swarajya party programme and tlie both parties do make special *;fTorts 
for the furtherence of the constructive programme of the Congress. 

Whereas the refusal of the Ministers salary by the electee! representatives of the 
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people in the Bengal Legislative Council is an expression of Bengal public opinion, 
this Conference enters its indignant protest against the unjust and the unlawful con- 
duct of the Ministers in continuing in office in utter disregard of such public opinion 
and it hereby expresses its total want of confidence in them. 

Whereas Lord Lytton, the Governor of Bengal, has taken recourse to various ’ im- 
proper means to imepede the work of Bengal’s representatives in the Council, this Con- 
ference is of opinion that he is unfit to remain as Governor and should resign his office. 

Whereas the Government of Bengal have clapped into prison under Regulation III 
of .1818 several distinguished, experienced and devoted Congress workers, who an* 
thoroughly believers in the principle and programme of non-violent non-co-operation, on 
the ostensible plea of their being revolutionaries, but really with a view to throttle the 
Congress movement, and w'horeas the Government have given those persons out to be- 
revolutionaries in utter disregard and in contcmpluous ignorance of unanimous Indian 
public opinion that has expressed itself so clearly in open public meetings, this t'on- 
ference declares that if faith in non-violent non-co-operation and devotion to Con- 
gress work is regarded as tantamount to revolution, every ('ongrcs.s worker in Bengal 
is a revolutionary. 

This Conference advises the establishing and organising of village associations, 
Congress Committee, workers’ and Peasants* Unions for the purpose of protecting tlu* 
masses from the high-handedness of the Zmindars, the |K)licc, and other people. 

1 'hls Conference, w'hile placing its ptTfect faith in the movement of non-violent noti- 
co-operation as propounded by Mahatma Gandhi ami adoj>ted in the Nagpur, .\hmed;t. 
bad, Gaya, Delhi and Cocanada Congress Sessions, urges upon tlie country to pro- 
ceed along tow'ards freedom in accordance with the ideal and principle mf the mov#-- 
ment. 

W’hereas the use of alcoholic substance and of narcotics is detrimental to the phvsi- 
cal, mental and national progress, this ('onference requests the country to scrupulously 
avoid the use of such commodities, and further requests the Provincial Congress Coni- 
mittee to take proper steps for iht; carrying out into practice the purport of th»* resolu- 
tion. This Conference, moreover, declares the imposition of excise revenue on such alco- 
holic substances to be unjust and unlawful. 
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The U. P. Liberal Conference. 

.\LI.\H\H \n- isrn APRII. u,jf. 

Tlie Kourih Session of ili.‘ I nh..i P,nvino> l.i!,.,.! ronf.n.no. ,n.i on iho ,Sth 
April l.iNt in tlio Ma )0 Hall, Allahahail. Anu«nj» ihosi- jM-*«ifnt wi'n* Sir 'I'ri 
Hahadur Sapru, Mr. V. Chinianiani. Or. Ann!.' H.sant, ilv- Ut. Hon* V. S 
Srinivasa Sastri, Pandit GoUaranath Misra, Mr. .\. P. Stn, Mrs. j\v ala Prasad 
,.,iid a numlx-r of d<‘loj<atos. .Munshi Nar.ay.in Prasad Aslithana, i liainnan of tho 
Rocoption ('oiiiininoo, wadcoinod I ho drlrj^aios. Sir 'i‘.j U.diavlvir S.iprn, in pro- 
posinji Mr. Srivaslava to tho Pn-sidoniial chair, iniplon d iho l.ihoials [o appnlach 
ihc quosiions lu ho discussod in a pr.iciic.al inannor and *u ho s\\a>.‘d hy sonlimmi. 

Presidkxti.m. Ani>ifi:ss. 


Tho Prosidoni, Mr. Bishwoshw arnaih SRI \’ \S IW’ A. ihon dolivon d his Prosidontial 
address in tho c<»iir.so of which ho fnsi olVorod to th«' l.ahor P.niy, t<i Mr. 

MacDonaUl and Lord Olivior, (h« ir ho.n ty h licit. ii ions, and hoped that ilnrin^ 
their tenure of ofiico. India would have •aily rodn'ss i>i her ^iiiovames and spooily 
fulfilment of her just d••nlan^ls. On the suhjoct of Konya, ihi' Pre.sid«*nl sjtoUo ;it 

lonjillh anil wanned tho (ioverninont that unle ss they wore propart il to rev* iso th»* 
policy emhodied in the W’hitr* Paper, tin* consovpioncos lo the relations hoturon 
Britain and India would ho disastrous, and .ippoalod to his ciuintryinon to stantl 

firm by their brethren in Konya in thoir strujifilo to uphold their Nation.d Iionor 
.and lo remove lh<* raci.al slijim.a which is sought to ho impositl despite solemn 
j)lodj»os and yromisos. Ho pointeil out ih.at tht*y hail trio<l suOiciontly lonj^' ami 

surtieienlly hard to hrinji the turbulent South .\frican \Vhit*‘s to a reasonahh* Ir.une 

of mind by ar^uimaits of persuasion, and they h.ad failotl. Ihe ciumtry couM no 

lonj*er loh'rale their jjrowinj# anti-Indian hij»otry, ami they must do whatever lay in 

their power to show their iiitonse dissatisfaction ami ros»‘ntmonl. 'Pho Pritlsh 

Guiana Emiji*ration .Scheme was also stronj»ly eommontod on Mr. Srivastav.i ur^in^ on 
India to definitely maUe up lv*r mind to cease supplying.; coolies for while capil.-disls .and 
exploiters. 

While rejoicing at the n*leas** of Mr. (i.andhi, the Presid»‘nl hoped that he wiaild 
use the tremendous influence* he wielded in the country to work stirressfully those • 
coiislruclive proposals of th(* ll.ardoli proj»r.amme which waadtl lu‘lp to promote solid 
unity helween the communities .ami hrin^ them nearer their eommon ^oal of 
Swaraj. 'Phe President crilieised strongly what he ronsiden‘d to be methods .-in 1 
laeties of a douhlfid eh.ar.aeter whieh persons of the position of Messrs. Motilal 
Nehru ami ('. R. D.as had adopted for siam* ji.iins in the el*'(*ti(»ns to ih** Couneils, 
.ind as lo their ohsiructionist policy, Mr. Srivaslava apprehendfil that their .'irti«»ri 
"as more likely lo cause .'i set-h.ark to their proj»ress .and lo .ilienale the sympathies 
of the Hrilish people, not exeeplin|4 the L.ahor parly, rather ih.-m to snereed in 
coerrinji the Governmeni into submission. 

Referrinjj to the Reforms, tlie President felt cimvineeil that the defects, Mhiih 
had been noticed from the very hej»inninj4, coiiM not h»* rfanpl'*l» ly reineilii-cl 
without a revision of the Ael, .-ind e;irnestly hoped that Lonl Olivier would re;dise 
the justice .and necessity of the .'elv.ance deni.'indeil by I he coiiiilry, .ami wotiM see 
that a possihle line of .approach is hy nie.aiis of llw immedi;«le ;imendment <if the 
rules and hy the ;i|)poin(ment of « st.aluifjry Commissifin as provi«|ed for hy tlv Art. 

He s.'iid th.at the history rjf the Indi.anis.al tem of ih'* Puhlie .Serviees wa-^ a lon^- 
‘Ir.aw 11 out ajijony of hr(>ken pledges .and promises. I lie j>owers as re^.irds .h«* 

•appointment and control of ('ivil Services in Indi.i, if the (ifW'rnnient is intended to 
made responsible, should he transferred if) the Government f»f In<Iia, Loral 
f »o\;ernment and their Lej^islatures. Ph* then slniH^jly .attacloMl Sir Malrrilni Hailey s 
.'itenient .s in the Assembly in the ileh.'it** on Rouml I iihle ( finh'renrf*, an<l showed 

Jbat both schemes of .a Round Table ('onference, as proposed hy Pi Nehru, and of the 
N.aiional ('onvenlion, as jtroposed hy .Mrs. |h-s;ml, were iinw f»rk.'ihle and fie- f>nly jir.ar- 
Lir.ahle thiii^ was to press for .an e.arly st.alutfiry commissifin unfler the Reffirms Art. 

Referring to army expemlilure, lh»^ Presiflent s.aid th.at unless il^ w.a.s \i*rf 
tonsiderahly reduced, tliere Cf»uM he nf) prospect either of thf* country Iv'ing relievefl 
from its prostmt he.avy t.axalion or of sulfif ient money h'-ing .'iv.ailahle for even the 
uifist necessary expenditure on their Naiion-l>un<rmg flep.ariinents. 

85 
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In conclusion, the Presidc^nt made a strong appeal to the Liberal Party to 
reflect over the causes of their failure at the elections and to devise suitable means 
to remedy them, to enforce more strict Parly discipline, to organise a Party fund, t., 
increase their membership, to improve their organisation, and to carry on con- 
tinuously and incessantly the work of educating the electoraie. They should als«, 
start newspapers, especially in the vernaculars, and organise an influential deputa- 
tion to be sent to England at once. The President said : “We are unpopular for 
the time being, but I am firm in my l>elief that our diagnosis of Indians condition 
is true, and our prescription is sound and wholesome, not fanciful or poisonous, and 
must, if applied, lead to the C(aintry*s good. Our constructive and beneficial work 
is embodied in the solid achievement of the Reformed Legislature during th»' Iasi 
thrwj years, achievements, political, economic, social and National. We appe.nl to 
our Non-Co-Operator friends not to undermine the edifice raised by the devot*».l 
labors of Naoroji and Gokhale, Bannerji and Mehta, and we appeal to the best in 
England to be true to her real sedf, and to complete the edifice of our Nation;)] 
Freedom, the foundations of which she herself h.as deliberately laid.” 

Tiik Rt. Hon. Mk. .Sastki. 

Mr. SASTRl said that for some time he had felt that the chief political aim of mII 
parties in India should be the speedy attainment of self government, and, in ord-i 
to achieve that end, all parties .should forget their dilTerences and unite in ib^ 
furtherance of their common object. He had made his business to ofb-r co-op< r.i- 
lion. He had recently observ(‘d Swarajists in Delhi at close quarters, and h* b.id 
to say that their example might be followed by the liberals to some advanlagfs. 
They had a great organisation ; their leaders had made enormous sacriftces ; they h;».! 
pul forward mighty efforts ; and they seemed, abovt* all things, to understand tin ir 
own mind. While their efforts had been comparatively misguided they had »le. 

inonstrated what no other party in India had ever demonstrat<*d before, namely, wIm; 
could be achieved by recognising a lejider and by following him. They had srt .in 
example which was very valuable indeed but thos«' virtues, eminent as they wf-r.*, 
could only lead to poor results if they were not united to reason and to practical good 
sen.se. 

The sovereign element of success had be»‘n wanting in the .Swarajist progr:mnn< 
'There were some who maintaineil that between the .Swarajists and the Lib'Tals 
between extremists and moderates there was hardly any difference. 

The Swarajists maintained that the Government (»l India Act was :i sham in*! 
a fraud, ami if tlmy could t«'ar up this .Act and reiluce India to a state nf ;in.inh\ 
they would be doing a great service t.) the country. 1 hey (the Lilier.ils) li'l'! 

exactly the contrary view, 'fhey thought that the Reforms had much in tli- .e 

which was of value for the building up of the future Indian nation. 'I'liey beli«\..| 

also that if they worked the Reforms tlu-y could through them rise to gre.Uer .iir: 
higlu-r things. 

He asked the fdberals not to put their faith in the Government. Gratitiul'* w.*" 
not one of the outstanding characteristics of giwernmcnts, but for that re.ason tli* ' 

.should not turn their backs on tluir Government, ungrateful and unprogrt ^siv*- '' 

it was. 

Regarding the refusal of the Budget d<‘mands by the Swarajists, .Mr. Sastri s;)i ! 
that he thought that when driven into a corner the Indian politician would be j- r- 
fectly justifi(Ml even in refusing supplies to the Go^.-ernmenl, but at the same timr 

he must condemn his Swarajist friends for having used this power upon an occasi-»a 
when the circumstjinces did not require or when the circumstances di<l not justify 

it. They had thrown away a great opportunity by not acceding to the request M 
their friends in England and he had to say that the work of the last .A-semli > 
session had been barren. • 


Resolutions. 

Various resolutions were then pas-sed. Sir TEJ B.AHADl'R S.APRl nio'- 
the first resolution which alone is of all-India importance, naimdy, (a) Tlus con- 
ference places on record its deliberate conviction that the time has 
rived w'hen the Government of India Act .should be revised or some otlv ^ 
legislation passed by Parliament so as (i) to establi.sh complete responsible 
menl in the provinces ; and ( 2 ) at the same time to modify the constitution i>f l.* 
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Governmont ot India with a vit'w to ostablishin^ a rosponsibli* form of rabiiioi 
emnient in rt^jjard to all drpartnu*nts, excoptinjj th»* Army anil tin* l*orci|jn and 
Political, and that tlit* contrail of ihof ilcpartiiK'nis hr also iransIfiTciI to thf Inilian 
Legi.ilature as soon as it bo considorod wiso and cxpodi<*nt in the li^lit of further 

experiences. 

(b) I'his conference expresses its rejjrel at the vajtue aiul indeiiniie altitude of the 

Government of Inilia ami ol ihi; C abinet in I'.n^latul towards consiituttitnal advance, 
and while taking; note of the stat>‘mi‘nt of the I'lovermmnt of India that they will 
institute an iiuiuiry into thr workiiifi of the Reforms with a view to detenijlnin^j 

what modifications in the (iovernment id India Act, or th«‘ rules thmundt r, are neces- 
sary, it expresses its stronj^ protist against the exclusion ol tin- noii-ollicial element 
from such inquiry. 

(c) I his conlerence is sironj*ly ot opinion th.it with a view to coiisld(>rin|{ 
the entire question of const itution.d advance and the best method of fjivin^ effect to 
it, it is necessary that a commission with wide terms of reference and conlainiiq{ 
a strong; element of non-olVicial Indians should he appointed, and it also i-xpi esses 
the hope that as soon as the inquiry promised by !h«‘ (iovernm.-nl of India is com- 
pleted, the appointment of such commissiuu will he announced. 

Sir Tej Bahadur S.ipru s.iid th.it he ruled it as ahsolulelv imjiossihli- th.it thr 
Government in Knj*l;md wi.uld ilecide to ;^o h.ick on the (iovernment of Imlia Act, 
and the only question, therefore, w;is one id advance. I|.* urj^e,! British statesmen not 
to indul|»e in va^jue ;md indelinite sialemeins. the d.inj»er of those kind of siaie- 

ments was that they involved the jiooil faith of lireat Biitain in suspicion and douht. 

It was for that reason ahsohilely iieciss.iry that British statesmen should clear their 
minds and a^k themselves wliat tluy were *<oin^ to do with the liovermneni of India 
Act. 


The Bombay Liberal Conference. 

MIMEDS.lCMi—MW .’iSr 

'Idle 'riiird Session of the Bombay Provinci.il Liberal (’Conference opened at 
.Mimedna^.’ir on May 21 last. Mr. B. .S. Kamat of I’oona presided. 'I'he ;itlend;in(*e 
was about five hundn’d includinf» ne.irly 2 (m» ilelej»ntes and members of the Reception 
(’ommitti'e, almost all the districts except .Sind l)einj» represented. 

In till' course of his presidential .idilress Mr. KAM.\ T described the events and the 
fijeiKTal political conditions during the I.ist Iialf year leadin^^ to the advent of the 
Sw.'iraj I’arty in tin* Reformed ('ouncils. He conj^r.itulated the party on tluir dis- 
play of party discipline and iju.ilities of leadership shown by their le.ider. He s.iid:- 
'Hie |)resen(‘e of the Sw .'ir.'ij Party in the ('ouncils dispels ;dl iloiihls that tlie ii)2i 
Non-( 'o-o|MT;ition programme is dead and bt us hopi will soon he buried, the prin- 
cip.'il mourner l>einj» Mr. Ciaiidhi s.idly w.itchinj^ tin* eotlin heinfj Henily lowered into 
the ^rave on the sands of Juhu. 'Hie Liber.ii P.irly welcomes the Sw.ir.ijisl pro- 
di>»als to the ('oiiiu ils as our mis>»uideil eomr.ides, w is»dy re|raein*» their slejis ffoiii 
the cross road of i() 2 i. I'lieir past reci>rd, a slraii^f’ comhin.il ion of saer i/ice and 
childish strategy, leads to the hope that some i>f them, the yiainj^er rolls, although 
kicking* off over the Iraci-s for a lime and dr;ij4f»in^» oM stagers with them, wall soon 
settle down in the (’ouncils to pull with (he team .’ind will he lu^^iiif* at the 
ministerships. The Swarajists [acililated their entry into the ( ouncils by a discreet 
declaration obtained through a roving i-ommiilee iJiat the country was nqt ripe lor 
Givil Disobedience. We h;ive reason thepin to rejoice that the w'orld is safe fiir 
.Svvarajism, if not lor demoer.ii y, and so lon|;» ;is Mr. (iandhi does not join bauds, 
with his erstwhile faithful lieutenants. 

.Sw'arnjism alone cannot torji^ilo the ('ouncils. Constitutional advance will follow 
ccTnstitutional evolution anil cannf»i he forced up like a hot house plant by so cheap an 
expedient as the Swarrijists imaj^ine. Obstruction in ( ouncils cannot Huereed in btin^mf^ 
us full Swarajya at once, but only if the .Swarajists are prepared to follow' their 
programme outside the Councils by a revolution of some form or oihcT. 

They have neither the courage to do this nor can pulilir opinion suppfirt 

the idea. We cannot give our approval to their scheme of Round Table Conferenc* 
on which they are staking their opposition tc* the (iovt. Lord Olivier’s spei-vh in connec- 
tion with the Reforms may not he satisfactory, but his refusal to accept such a fantastic 

conference was not in my opinion wrong. Rejection of ih<? I'inance Bill in the .Assembly 
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by iho SwarajiNts-cuin-In(]<|)eii<li*nts serins to be therefore exceedinjjly ill-a(]vised .muI 
impolitic. 

Mr. Ivamat then refern^d at length to the constitutionnl advance. He admiit«*d that 
the constitution had serious defects. It is a case for mending it and not emiing it, .hkI 
the is.sue before the country at present .should be the he.st method of mending the eon- 
stitution. 'Ihc; irreducible minimum of change which has become inevitable was pn.- 
vincial autonomy and a logical corollary then-of, namely transfer of resjionsibiliiy to th< 
ministers for all corresponding subjects in the ('entral Legislature ; in other wonis, full 
responsible (.jovernment minus only the* army ami foreign relations. Mr. Kamai thru 
dwelt on the* Reforms Kiujuiry which was then going on and tbclared that the (lov*'ni- 
inent of India wen; doing everything they could to enhance susjncion aliout their ultim.iip 
intentions. The terms (;f •‘nquiry, he urge«l, should be wid»‘, enbracing larger fudds, su 
that there may be recommendations lor a substantial advance to mak«- tin* c(»n.sii. 
tution really workaiile. 'I'he only way out of the present posititai was a 
('ommission. The Round 'rablc ('onference ns .demanded by the Swarajists was ati 
unworkable propositiem, anf) even if a Royal ( ‘ommission was finally refuseil, the counijy 
must be ready with a well formulated scheme lor discussion as soon as the recomtn* ii- 
tlalions of the present Reforms Rncjuiry an* submitted to I'arliament and the counifA 
for criticism. He afipealeii to the Swarajists not to plan any chinifrical progranim*- 
of their future policy, but to set them.s<‘lvcs to the task of assisting at an agr*"! 
practical scheme. 

RKSMLriIf>NS. 

Of the resolutions |)asse<l on ne.Kt day, 2jnd .May, the .Sclf-dovernment nsiiliiii.-u 
was moved by Dr. P.VR.WJ P^'l^, and after being secondfi) by R.mo R;di.'i(ftjr ('Hri Al.l! 
and K.XLIC and .Messrs. (lANI)Hl an<l PA I' WAR I >11. \\’ w .is intluisiustically (arr|«f|. I 
resolution demanded the establishment (d comjib't** responsifib* (iov«*rnmenl in the Prov in- 
ces and a responsible form of (.’abinet (ioveriirnent in fh»‘ ('eiitral (jovernment in n-gard 
all de|)arlmcnt.s excepting Army, Foreign ami Political, and transb rencr of the con! tad (.i 
these deparlmenls to the Indian Li-gislatun* in <lue ctHirse. It also <>xpressed ib«- lo » !i 
dissatisfaction of the Liberal parly at the vague ami indefinite attitude of the (lovern- 
ment of India and the Cabinet in Ktigl;md towards India’s constitutional atlvanc*- and 
calletl upon the Government to make a clear siatemonl of their policy. 

The eiuiuiry into the working of tht; Reforms by the Muddiman Committei’ w.''.> 
condemmal as being secret, one side<l, and unrepresentative. 

The ('onference also demanded the immediate apj)oiiUment of a Royal (''ommi>«Ni(-i; 
to consider the entire question of consliiulional advance. 

'Pile ('onfi reiKT then passed a comprehensive resolution dealing with tin- army an ' 
Indians overs«-as. 

Next <lay, May 23rd, a number of important resolutions, were discussed and 
'rh( resolution dealing with the N’illag*' Pamdiayal Act, Bomb.ay, as imworU.'ibl** riqii* 
the (jovernment to lake stej)> t<i .amend it, .Another .asked the Bombay (itfvernnv ni < ■ 
provide better facilities for technic.al education so as to 0[)en new careers for Intiin; 
young men. I'he resolution asking for the removal of the residrntial qualification.'^ in 
(.'ouncil elections was moved by Dr. Paranjjm- and ])assed. Resolution.s urging t.'i- 
sejiarution of judicial and executive functions, the abolition of Divisional C'ommissi<aM 
ships, the allotment of one seat each in the Local Legislative (.'ouncil to Kidaba ani 
West Khundesh districts, the use of .Swadeshi articles, both by the Government .ami tlw 
people, uncouragemenl of indigenous system of im*dicine, the repeal of the Prine* > 
Protection Act and the removal of the disqualification in regard to membership of ti'' 
Council and the .As.seiiibly were j>a.s.sed. A resolution urged u change in the Gov» rnne iv. V 
Excise policy in the direction of total prohibition in less than ten years. It rccommemle ! 
the adoption by the Government of free and unrestricted local option and such uih* f 
remedial measures as are recommended by the Excise Committee. 

The U. P. Liberal Association. 

. ALL4H.lIiAD—JU.\K 4 . 

A meeting of the committee of the Cnitc'd Provincep Liberal .\s.socialion was h- i a 
on Wednesday, June 4, at the * Leader * Office, .Allahabad, with the president, .Sir 1 1 .1 
B.AH.ADCR S.VPRU, K. C. S. L, LL. D., in the chair. 'I'he committee considt'rcd t) s 
report of the Lee Commission and adopted the following resolutions ; — 
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IV’INT Vl!.\V Wllol.n WKnNt,. 

1. While n iieratin^j its o»nvution that th.- appi.ini in. nt ..I ihr Royal l ominission 
oil th<‘ suj>erior s.’rxic.'s in In.lia hy llv S.vretaiv ot State lor Itulia was ji most 

ill-advised step, particularly because the iutur.' ol the Services in In.lia cannot cfTeclivcIy 
be dealt with independently ol‘ tie* tutuie td the constitution ol India, the committee 
places on record its deep s.um- ol disappointnieni with the report ol the Commission. 
While reco^nisiiij^ that by th.' terms of its reb i-ence the (\.mmission was pre, ludeil Ironi 
dealinjj with any issue of .i constitutional character, this committee is of o|dnion that 
the point of view adopted by the (\.mmissi(.n ;md the basis of the rejuui are wholly 
wron^. 


(>MN<*xiot> Inim.w (hijiiiivi. 

2 . In the opinion of this cmumiit.-e the recommeiulations of the Commission w itlt 
rrj^ard to the preservation ol c*‘rtain ptoportiiiiis beiwfen the I'.uropiMii ami Iialian 
elements of the services for an indefinii.- period ot time .,re wholly obnoxious to thr 
recognised objective trf the Imlianisation of the s.fvue>. 

St iKn.UvV 01 St mi 's Pow i ks, 

C I'urther. this committee strongly proie>iN ag.iinst ih> continu.ition of the powers 
oi the Si'cretary ol Slate in rel.itiitn tt. the servir.s. In th. (i|>inion ol this committee 
the powers now exercised by the Secretary ol Stale shoiil.l 1 m‘ ir.mslernd to the 
(iovernnient of India, acting uiufei the control ol the le|^isl.iiurr. 

I'woVtNl I \l ISM I' .X. 

I'his commitlee is also id opinion that the s. lv me ol pro\ incialisation ol the 
services associated with the administration ol tiaiivl. ried Mil>je» is, while seemingly 
jtafislactory, so far as it goes, cannot he approved inasmuch as the Indian demand is 
for the transfer of all subjects in the pio\inces to tie- conliol ol the l.gislalure, as the 
( •onimissioii’s recommendation will create a new motive ol op|>osition to this demand 
on the part of the services, now p’served, and as the i.‘('omniendation itse|| is far too 
limited and qualified to lasult in an el)ecti\e ineiease of the control ot Ministers and 
legislatures over these services. 

No Ri.cKi’M.Mi‘;\t .\nut)Ai». 

5. W’liile this conimittee welccanes the recommendation about the increase of 

profiorlions of Indi.ans in (lie Indi.in Civil Service, the Indian INdice Service, and other 
services, it feels that the period presi ribed lor working uj) lo ih.ii im I'-ase is mn« h loo 
long. In the opinion rd this commitlee it i>, imfiossilde to work u|» any selieme id 
dominion self-government in Indi.a without .ulopting the principle that tlie veini.' ol 
recruitment for all higher services shall be Indi.i, tie- Ciovemnnnt b.'uing lie- jiowei 
to recruit abroad for special .appointments on speii.d leinis if .and when this in.iy be 
necessary. rids (ommillee ]o(d\s upon the Commission's reromiiiendal imi on lids snbjei t 
as wholly incoiisisn’iit with the Indi.m jioiiii ol view. 

Mkou .m. ShKvn h. 

6. While the commitlee ."pproves ol the •slablislnnent ol a ci\il medical service, 

it is of opinion that the projios.als wiili reganl lo th*- roust it, .titm id the military m* dical 
service by the R.A.M.C. (Indiai, ;m*l to the barge projiortii.n ol civil me.lital |«;!*ts to 

be filled from the latter will aniuuni lo a (oiilimiai ion cd ili<- pr'sein Indian .Medical 

Service in another, and from the Indian point rd vi* w , .a mor«- objer lioriable form. In 

opinion of this committee thi-p- shouM b*- two disiimi ni* dical services an Indian 

military and a provincial civil— the forim r niiirely indepemh ni of the Hrilish W'ar Of'fici! 
• and recruited both in Knglanrl and in India, and th*- latlei wholly in this country. 

Tin-: I'l.VANC I,\I. RMarMMKNDA'IIoSS. 

7. While this committee would not ol»j*-cf to the removal of hui h real ami k'gilintale 
financial grievances as the services may ha\a-, it is siniiigly ol opinion sli.d (h<! recom- 
mendations of the Commission in this resp<ct are unprasonabk* in iheniselves and also 
impose a much heavier strain on the finance's of India than they ran, consistt^ntly with 
the need of the country, bear. 
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(.'OMMITTKE DepKECATEa HuRRY. 

H. 'J'his coinmitlef expr<^ss»?s its dissatisfaction with the report in so far as it fails 
to j^ivt; any satisfactory reasons for many of its recommendations or to refer to evidence 
given l^efore them. This committee expresses its surprise that the evidence should not 
have been published and urges the Secretary of State to do so without any delay. This 
committee further desires to enter an emphatic protest against the Secretary of State 
and the fiovernment of India desiring to give effect to what tht^y consider to be some 
urgent recommendations without waiting for or in opposition to the expression of opinion 
by the Indian and the local b^gislatures, and feels that such action on their part, and 
the report itself, instead of creating any harmonious relation between the services and 
public opinion in India, will bring about an alienation between the two. 

The Guzerat Political Conference. 

liOIiSAD—ij Af4V 19 J 4 . 

'I'he 7th tiu/erat Political ('onference met at Borsad on May i^th under the presi- 
dentship of Prof. U. B. Kalelkar. 'Jhere was a large? gathering anti those present in- 
cluded Messrs. Jamnalal Baj‘Ut V^allabliai Patel, .Mr. Abbas 'I'yebji, Mahadco Desai, 
Vaman Mukadam, Indulal Vagnik, Manilal Kothari and other followers of M. Gandhi. 

Tht; ('hairman of th<i Reception ('ommittee, Mr. Kashbhai Zavebhai Patel, in a 
short speech welcomed the delegates on behalf of Borsad and said that the Kaira District 
ha<l a valiant spirit and had given to India men like the Patel Brothers, .Mr. Gopald.is 
Desai ;nul many others. Kaira had given its full quota to the Nagpur h'lag Struggle. 
.\fter the vict(jry of the Borsad Satyagraiia they were (ngaged in prosecis.ing the cen- 
structive programme vigorously. He dwell upon iintouchahility and drink habit and 
appealed to (iujarat to suhscrilie 10 lakhs of rupees to the Gandhi Purse Fund. 

Prol. Kalelkar was then formally elected to the presidentship of the confi^renrr 
amidst chtrers. 


Mr. K.m.klkak’.s .Xddrk.ss. 

Reviewing the history of tlie Gu/erat Political Conference, Sjt. Kalelkar said: 
“ .Seven years ago tlie first Parishatl w.'is hehl, and at that time Mahatmaji said in bless- 
ing the Pari.shad that the step Guzerat had taken was full of consequence anti that if t»nly 
the foundations of its public life were strongly laid there would be nothing left to he 
desired as to the result. Mahatmaji further said that it was to be the object of the 
Pari-shad to bring into being a set of political workers whose sole occupation it wouhl 
be to carry into effect all its resolutions. 

In the light of these words it is now po.ssible, to review the e.xart measup* t>l 
progrciis in (iuzerat. 'JVday the Parishad is conducted and it.s delib(‘rations are mainly 
guiih'd by those very workers whos<‘ wliolt-linie occupation it is to toil in the servic 
of the country. It is a healthy sign of our jirogress that this happy circumstance h.'> 
come to pass. As .Swaraj is of the |)eopIe, it is incumbent i»n them to exert towards it. 
The work of const ruction is of the essence of Swaraj and when it is done, the externals 
of self-government will Ii.ive been easily .secured. 7 'his work has to be done among th- 
masses and through them, and necessarily the eilucated classes on whom the burdim ef 
propaganda falls ought to make strenuous attempts to reach the ears of the peasants, 
farmers and labourers. Guzerat may well be proud of the fact that its workers an 
from the people and of them. • 

Progress of Satyacrah.^. 

Again, 7 years ago ihe ideal of Satyagraha was first inculcated in Guzerat by ih ' 
teachings of Mahatmaji. .Since then the ideal has gained ground and the people ot 
this province have come to realise that it is the only instrument through which oppre.ssiffn 
and all evil can be overcome. When truth and non-violence come to be cstablishr- 1 
firmly among the people, then there will have been true victory and triumph. At th** 
Ahmednbad Parishad, which was the third for Guzerat, the programme of non-co-operatioM 
wjts first taken on hand. It is a proud fact to be remembered that it w'as only aft- r 
the .\hmedabad Parishad that the Congress in a special .session at Calcutta confirmed ih.n 
programme. The Ahmedabad Parishad also started the Guzerat ^’idyapith. The next 
Parishad at Broach worked the Bezuwada programme. 

Then came the most trying of all tests for Guzerat, the arrest and imprisonment 
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of Mahatmaji. Ciu/erat stood thf test admirably and at ih** Anand Tarishad recordod 
its inflexible determination to ec»iitiini.‘ tb«' siriij‘^;le winch the leader who hmi just b.<‘n 
taken away from their midst had launeheil. Alter the Aitand C'onI'erence followed the 
repression by Ciovernment which carrievi away mt>st id ih.- Ua»lin»: workers, and the 
inquiries by the Civil Disobedience Committee of the (‘imj^ress. tiu/eiat at that lime 
gave a handsome j^ift to the country in the shape of the \ idyapiih and also tiri^anised 
the spread of Khadi. Notwithstamlin^ ditlerences amonn the count ty's political leaders, 
(juzerat stood resolutely by the orij^inal proj^ramnie. Una - are now to-day lewer 
differences between Hindus ami Mussalmans in (iu/erat than in aiu- other provinc** in 
India, and 1 venture to ask what would not h#* possible lot a prminci like this to achieve, 
one which couki conduct successfully mill strike*, in hi^j cities in an ahsolutt ly peaceUd 
manner, send volunteers by the national flaj^, ami launch on a fij^ht such as that victori- 
ously carried on at Horsad. 

Hixin-Misi.iM CxiTY. 

Sjt. Kalelkar has his own statianent id the liindu-Muslini problem. 'I’li*- dilVerences 
in reli|*ion, he said, between Hindu and MusNalmans do not *.i.md in iht 

way of unity between tliem. 'riiey may he overcome, if anv, by each community I'ndea- 
vourin^ to understand the other better than it Itas hithi-rto done. In so lai ;is anta- 
gonisms are caused by the question ot political rij^hls whiih each coinmuniiv ni.iv 
desire under the future government td' India, they cm amiiahly s.tiliil i»y the 

communities taking a broad-mindetl and liberal view ol e.u h i»lh« i *s claims and ^r ut-- 
rally by arbitration. Speaking as :i llimlu, I >;iy that I do not mind < om-edin^ mm h 
in favour of Mussalmans. 'I'he real cause of coiitinuiit^i friction between lliitilns and 
Muslims to piy mind seems to be tin' lark of control wbiib is to day exhibind by the 
educated classes of eitlier community t»ver the k*'*-. educ.Hed faii.nical and iidlammabk* 
sections of the population. It is hei'aiise id this tiiat aihiiraiitui has hecoine ditliculi 
and even impossible. 'I'he coward and the hidly havi* j^ol the betiei ol thi* }.*ood ele- 
ments in the conmtunities. 'I'his pernicious influence has to he ieiu«»ved and tlte 

Hindu-Musllm prohlem will present no insuperahl** ohstacks. Not a Mindti .San^ath.in 
hut a Ka.shtriya (National) .San^athan ou^ht to he tin* national endeavour. 

'I'he j^rcat leaders of the country are attempting to Imd out how h* si to mitif{air! 
the evils arising out of I lindu-Musliin tension :md 1 mi^'hi throw it out ,is a su^^^es- 
lion to them ih.ai the promotion of popular education and th* seivite of the masstM 
are two certain reim'dies to meet the present situation. I he first step in mass educa- 
tion is to make tite peojjle imderst;md their own sir.nis ;md tliflicuhi'-s. 'I hey must 
h(‘ made to put into practice what they hi-lieve in. Il ou^ht to be ibe aim ol mess 
rducation to elevate mass (di.iracior and ciindui i. In eiihivatint' ibe spirit ol s* II 
reliance amon^ the peopk', their education has to find fruit. 

('oncludin^, Sjl. Kalelkar s.iid that he deliher.itely omits meniiunini' .-mylhint* e. 
f^ardin^ tin* policies of (jiovernmeiii ;mil urj»<*s the imporl;m< e ,,r pushinj» consii m i ivo 
work through the country. 'Die spread ol n.'itioital education, the removal of lie- Idol 
of untouchahilily and the universalis.ation id Kh.'idi ;ire the thiee esseniiids lo iIh' if.di- 
salion of freedom. I'ew weeks of strenuous wi>rk at llorsad will h.'ive ;iehieved f.ir 

more than few years of liheral I'diic.'ilion so far as the massi s ol the p'-opk- an* ion. 

rerniHl. What Guzerat should .set itself to in e.imesi is the r;irrvin^» out of tie* wi*rk 
of con.struction which is so hard to pursue but wliicb, if ;»ebievei|, would brin^ Us 
appreciably near Swaraj. 

N?f..ss.\<;I': prom .M.miaima. , 

The following message from M.ihatm.i (iandhi was tlien read : 

Let this he my message. Borsad has crowaud (iujeraf with victory. Borsad has 
done Satyagraha, has sacrificed comfort and has thereby rendered a service to itself 
agd to India. Borsad has cleared the ground whieb has now? to be huih ujion and 
the task is hard. Still I know that this work is jirogressing. 'I Ik* work ran !>e t^aid 
> to be complete only when Borsad ceases to use ;my other rioth or other stuff, when 
its last shop stops dealing in foreign or mill cloth, when alcidiol, opium ;md Idiang become 
merely a name to its people, when theft and firostitution come to a deadslop, when its 
children, boy.s and girls belonging lo the depress* <1 class or otherwise attend 
national institutions, when litigation and quarrels become a meirory of the 
past, or if they are present their .solution is sought by a resort tf> arhif ra- 
tion, when Hindus and Mahomedans become welded in a common bond of brother- 
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hood, and when its depressed chiss people come to be loved nnd respected. All this 
ia easy of accomplishment if we have a will. 1 am sure if Horsad accomplishes tins 
it will achieve Swaraj for India. 1 wish that you should take a vow to achieve it 
and that you should have the strenjjlh of will to take this vow. But it may be taken 
only when there is the firmest determination to accomplish it. Harishrhandra’s rwsolu- 
tion .should be behind it to carry it to its lofjical fulfilment, otherwise it would be 
wiser not to indulge in any vow. 

RKSOI.tTTlO.NS PaSSKD. 

Resolutions were then moved from the ch.air expressing* thankfulness for release 
of Mahatma (itindhi and wishing* him lon^ lib*, re.Nolutions ci>n|;*ratulalinj* Naj*|»ur 
Safvaj*rahis from tiujer.it an<l the people of Borsa<l on their victory. 

I he principal resolution passed w:is that the Horsad T .'duk should prepare itself 
whole’he.'irtedly to carry on tlie constructive pro^jramnie as laitl down hy the bonj*n ss. 
and ( 'on^^ress-workers (jf the taluk should take a lifelong vfjw t(* prepare Horsad accordinj^ 
to the* t'onj*ress Programme until the 'I’aluk was fully n^ady. 

Another resolution reiterated Gujeral’s faith in the constructive proj^ramme and 
appointed a committee to rep(jrt within two months on the ways and means to promoi*- 
and co-ordinale constructive work {^oin^ on in difTerent are.is and also to frane* a 
scheme of national s<*rvice. 

Karnatak Provincial Conference. 

aoKM{\—i MAY 

The Third Karnfitak Provincial ('onfereiuv* he^an its sessions on May i*t at Gok.'irti 
under the presid<‘nlslMp of Shri .Shankar.ich.irya of .Sh;ir;ul.aj»e« th. 

The President, who spoke b^r threi' hours, in swe<‘i Can.'irese dealt at lenjrih with tie* 
relation of piditics to religion. He conclu.sively showed that the jm’Seiit ideas of democracy, 
re|)ublic, election etc., are not foreign to us. If we r(‘ad our reli|*i()us literature, \v< shall 
find instances of Kinj^s who were elected and deposed when they did not fulfil tlie peoph 
wishes. Pour thiiifjs can h<* clearly seen in <»ur Dharma (i) Kinj*s should he el* ( •» d 

hy th<* |)eople ; (2) Kiitf^s shouM act up to th** wish* s of the p**oj>Ie ; (;0 Riitfjs sli<»ul l 

alwjiys i)*.‘ enga^*‘<I in proteclinj^ th<Mr subjects; (.^) money coll*‘Ct**d from lie* penjil" 
skouid l)e spent for tli<‘ peopl*>. He ^av** a luimbir of instances in proof of tin:''* 
statements. 

H*‘ then disciisseil ibe (’ouncil (*ntry tiuesiion ;inil show***! h*nv \\e jro aj*ainst our 
Dharma in *'nl*’rinj* the ('«iuncils. Hut, In* ,M<l<l*'d, lhos<* who consci**nliously bfli«’V*- iliaf 
real work c.'iii h** don*- through the ('ouiK'ils siiould .'Ut*'!npt in that din*crn>n. 'I'he iiiajM- 
rily who do not l)eli**ve in councils should work out tin* c**nsirucliv*' pr(.j*r;imm'‘. Wl ii- 

discussing* Hiinlu Muslim I'nity, h** s:ii*l to 1 **ration is th** h.isic principle of tin- Hindu 

religion ami if we .are tru** followers of our Dharma we can show ih** sane- spirit 
tow.'inls our Muslim !)r**llir*'n .and *‘.asily hrinj* .'ihoui unity. 

.\s to I 'Mt(>iichai)ility, h** s.aid, th** Hindu reli^itai wliicli pr**;ich**s cc|LiaIitv lua *<m 1\ 
amon#*st men hut i*v**m amonj*sl animals c.an nev<*r ask us to ki*ej) a lar^e section 1 ! 
our hrethren at arm's lenj^th. Som** peopl** misre.ad relij*ious injunctions and pr* a* li- i 
int**r-marriag*' and inl< rdininj*. If wa* r»*slricl ours« lv**s to ih** nien^ removal of uiUvjUi li- 
ability we can have the full sympalliy of all orlhod*)x Himlus. 

Rksoli-tions Passku., 

On the .?nd day resolutions were passed. Th** first e.\prcssed their firm faith if- 
.Mahatma Gandhi’s leadershi)). 'fhe secoml resolutiiin about the conslruciive pro^^rannu-* 
contained six clauses: (1) Villaf**- propajjanda, (2) spread of Khaddar, D) unity ainoiii^hi 
difleri'iit castes, (4) removal of uniouchahility, (5) Hindu-Muslim unity, (6) reconimemliu^ 
('on^ress ('ommitlei*s, municipalities, local ho.'irds and other bodies to take !mmeJiak<* 
Ht(‘ps for the uplift of the ITitouchables. 

On the 3rd day five resolutions were put from the Chair and passed unnimou**!} • 
They are : — (i)This conference requesis all District Committees to f*ive lh«* neces>.i';' 
support to workers who have been selflessly working for the last 3 years in non-viohi/ 
non-co-operation ; (2) This Conference congratulates the Hindi IVacharak Mand d f. 
their opening a branch at Hubli to teach Hindi and requests all Kannadagas not 
to help but to avail ihem.selves of the branch ; (3) This Conference congratulat<‘s th^ 
Vykom Satyagrahis on their efforts to establish the natural rights of all communiii'*** 
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to use public roads; (4I This Conference synipaihises wilh the Satya#;rnha movement of 
the Sikhs at Jaito and congratulates them on their compli-ie n*»n-violent conduct ; (5I 
This conference resolves that all ('on^ress i'oininittt't s do spread anti-drink liti'rature 
throufjh their special voluntf'ers with a view t(i resume picUi-itinii; if and wheat itecessary 
to stop* the increasing drink vice. 

Godavari District Conference. 

The i7lh (lotlavari District Conference, whiih is the political Ci>nf«rencr of the 
Andhra-tiesa, met on May 2nd at Alamur iiiuier the presidency of Dr. N'ar.tdarajulu 
Naidu of Salem. 

Both the President and the Chairman, Mr. .Satyanarayan.i, in their speecheN had 
some favourahlt* remarks to make on the i|Ueslioii i>i ( 'oimeil-entry which arc ct»n«lucive 
to unity between the No-ehangers and the Swarajyisis. .\1m»ui the ipiestion of council- 
entry Mr. Satyanarayan ohservetl : — “ l*'nnn what we had observed in the I.egislalixa- 
('ouncils, and after cartdully following the proceihin* adopti'd hy the followers *d Desh- 
bandhu Das in the various Legislative Councils, I suspect that there is not mueh 
wrangling over the ellicacv of this method in the country. Ihie to the stirring aclixilies 
within the ('ouncils fresh lift* and enthusiasm havi- htuai infused into the et>iiiiny. Many 
l)eli»‘ve that hy < 'ouncil-entry and its activities people in gt iieral xx ill in- goaded !»> tliinU 
seriously of civil disobedience and if iiec<‘ssarv to start it. 'Ihiis th«v pie^h on ttixvards 
the extreme point of civil disohedieiict^ in the programme as l.iiil doxxii hx Malialma." 
Dr. Naidu, too, delix’eretl himself of the folioxxing remarks in hi> coiieludiiig address; 
•' Non-violc*nc«‘ should f>e strictly atlhered to, hut our pnigramme and methods shouki be 
guided by exp«‘diency and discretion. Die triple lu)yei»n is a failure and tlte bss wi- 
talk of it the •lietter. We should sink all eommunal si|uahl>1es and givi- battle to the 
bureaucracy through ('ouncils, Muntci|>aliti<‘S and Local Boards and outside tliem. If 
jrressed on all sides the Clovernnu'nt xvill yieM and r«'S|>onsihIe govi rmnent will be estab- 
lished. C'omplete Non-co-operation is impossible.” 

'Pile n*solutions passed hy the ('oiiference were common-placi*, but one fact rleserve.'* 
to be mentioned that, a resolution about undertaking Hindu Saiigluithan on the lines laid 
down by the Hindu Malta .Sabha was rulerl out of luder l»y tlte President for reasons tt<»t 
stated. 

Moved from the chair, the ('onference expressed its r<‘grf't ov» r the demises id |.»*niit, 
Kasthuriranga Iyengar, Vajpai ami .Maulana Sharar. 'I’lv Ibuise als»> olb ri-d its heart- 
felt (trav'T.s for the restoration of Mahatma (iandhi. 

.After reiterating its faith in the Non-violent Nnn-Cu-t»perai icui progr.amme ol Mahai- 
ma (iandhi the House also adopted the resolutions passed at ( 'oeanada by the Indian 
National C'ongress. 

'Phe folloxving res(duli»»n occu|)ied the attention of the House for nearly ixxa* ho\irs : 

“ 'Phi.s ('onference exhorts tlie people of this tlisirirt to push on the coiistnu iive 

pnjgrainme of th<* C(»ngress xvitli a viexv to hasten the speed of Salyagraha. ” 

.Ameiulinents xvi-n* moved and resolution <> of the Cocanada Congress came in it>r 

much criticism. X'arious meanings xx<>n* read into it. Phose wlm xxfie in f.tvour of ihi' 

amendment |)oinled out that the ultimate goal ol ihc> nation xx as the aliaiiimenl <d 
Swaraj and lujt civil dist)be(iienc<’. When pm to vole the amendnieiil xvas ox er-ihniwn 
by an over-wh<'lming majority. 'Phe main r<*.soluiion got througli tin- luaise xxi1boi.1l 
any difticully. 

-A resolutifm on unlouchability was moved l>y Mr. .Maiufapaka kaiigiab Naidu ol 
Cocanada. In moving the resolution ih« speaker urged upon the pe(j|Je tA the iPisirict 
lo XX ipe out the blot of untoucliability from ibeir mi<lsl. , 

Pour n.‘s(dutions dealing xvith (i) the starting ol l.ibraries alt.iched to I aluk ;in«l 
\’illage ( 'ongress Committees, (j) the dilPicullies (d people inhabiting the liiuri area, .0 
'•ni^uire into whicli the District ('ongress ('oininiltee xvas retpiested to appoint a roinmiliee 
'ajiisisting of not less than five j)e(jple ; (^) exhorting tlv jienpk- to improve tlv coriciiiion <d 
N.arfskrit schools in the District and also if necessary lo start new srliools (4) spread of 
Hindi in the District. A res(dution giving tblailed suggestions for dtang prrtp.aganda 
Axork in the villages on ctTiain definite line.s xv.is moved l)y .M-. 'I . L. Narasimham aiifl 
alter scjnie o|)|iOsition from .Messrs. K. I.. N. Somayajulu and r)lhers, xxas jiassei) by an 
over-whelming majority. » 

The resolution re*coiniii»*nding that District ( tjiigress ('ommiffee shouM arrange 
capture the Municipalities and Local B(»anls in the District, was intwed .,y Bikanna 
A ' nkataratnani ami I^uvurri A'eidvalasvvaralii respectively aiul passed xx ilhout opposition. 

86 
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Next cainc iho resolution regarclinj^ the boycott of Hritisli ^ocxis which was carri. i 
Next came up for discussion the resolution which called upon the Hindus in 
District to nr^anise themselves on the lines of the Hindu Maha Sabha. But ih. 
resolution was ruled out of order by the President. 

Doctor Subramaniam then moved that in the opinion of this (.'onference* at tit- 
Belj{aum Congress the word “ Swarajya *’ in the C'ongress creed be changed into “ (•»*!!:- 
plete indr'pendence.** Mr. K. L. N. .Somayajulu moved an amendment that in di 
opinion of this (’(inference the ('ongn*ss at ikdgaum would do well to hjnnally d'cl.i,.. 
indepeiulf.-nce. 'I’he restilulion and the amendment were both lost. 

The Utkal Provincial Conference. 

n!TT.ICK—irSE iS. 

The Orissa IVovincial Conference was held in Cuttack on the 28th June wiii 
Dr. Sir P. Ray as the President. The learned doctor gave a vrry impressive^ addn-^s 
as prtrsTdent, in the course of which he said as follows : — 

“ As you are aware during the days of the unrest caused by the partition of Beng.il, 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald madc^ a tour in Indifi and embodied his impressiiitis in his 
“ Awakening of India ” published in 1911. He lays ]>artirulnr stress on the ecormmit 
problems and is of ojnnion that nine^teiith of the .Military expenditure of India is undri- 
taken for Imperial purposes and as such it ought to be borne l»y ICngland. In r 
words, the huge army maintained at the exiM*nse of India is mainly for lh<‘ upbdl lin^ 
of British predominance in Asia. It has been well said that the peace of India diiriin.* 
the critical period of the laOt war was kept with the help of the Police force, as Indi.i 
was practically denuded of the Indian an<l the white soldiers. Lord ^larding** \<t. 
aptly said “ India was bled white.” Herein lies the keynote to the [)resent lajhav 
British rule. At present more than 50 per cent, of the revenues of Iinlia is swallow.,! 
up by the military up-keep. This means that Provincial resources are mainly drain*. 1 
into the Imperial Exchequer. Bengal is the worst sufferer in this res])ect as, by whai i.. 
known as (he Meston award, at one fell swoop fully 2-3 of her revenue was r ar-marUc-i 
for the Imperial coffer. No wonder that all the henelicial measures \\hi(‘li go to ili. 
building of a nation are starved. After a century anil half of British rule barely 5 |.. 1 
cent of her people are literate. 'I'he masses are kept steeped in ignorance. Our .ui; 
vities have well-nigh been ])aralysed, and when we ask for grants nuseral)le piitanci K no 
thrown out and we are treated as so many Oliver 'I'wists. T say with all the oiniili.i":' 

1 can command that the 50 lakhs which the Behar am! Orissa ti(»vernmeni propo.*. > 
spend for palatial structures ought to lx* ear-marked for primary (‘duration. No 
can be too strong against this insane, I had almost said criminal, waste of piibbc mf.ii- v 
Next to th<* Military expenditure, that of the ('ivil Service demamls our .iii. m- 
lion. Lik(* the hors(‘ leech’s daughter (he. meiiilxTs of this pampt'red serviiM* k. i p 
stantly crying: ** give us more, give us more.” I m'ed only refer to the Lee (’lirimii'- 
sion Report. It is true that in order to make the bitter pill palatabk' a few sups ))...' 
been thrown to iht? ('«‘rberus i.e. the purely Indian elenaait. When the Islirigtnn i \.it - 
mis.sion was a|)pointed and we wi’n* clamouring for more posts being thrown op'H - 
our countrymen in the ('ivil and Imperial Services in general. Sir Henry ( oii.’. 
warned us against the insidious danger we were courting: ‘‘.An Indian Civilian, ’ i 
he ” meant an Indian lost to 'the country for good.” Never were truer w(*rds utieo ! 
An Indian Civilian becomes a limb of the bureaucracy — his angle of vision beeftm - 
entirely changed. He looks at things only from thu official points of view. In ea- 
word, he‘ ceases to he an Indian. An Indian Minister under the Diarchy is no b* n* ■ 
He loo like Jove ht'gins to nod. To me a more pitiable sight can seldom be wiin»>*> ■■ 
than an Indian Civilian clothed in authority. 

In fact the Civilian Service has outlived its period of usefulness and has com* 
be an anachronism. An Indian member of the .Service is a miserable creature wh'.J. ' 
to blunt his conscience and sell his birth-right for a mess of pottage. 

The Government policy is — ^f)ay taxes, sit quiet; everything should be done for \ « 
and nothing by you. Prompted by its own selfishness, the official hierarchy who b' l ' 
us permanently in leading strings would not admit that if the period of tulelag* ' 
Extended the child grows helpless. ^ ^ ^ 

Swaraj is the only remedy for these ills; with this end in view we must m; *' 
strenuous efforts and sink all our party differences, parochial and communal. 

All the social evils we suffer from must be removed. The curse of untouchabdi ' 
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more than anytliin>! ulsc siamis in the way of our nation buiUlin«. \\V must draw 
into our bosom ih.- so-calM d.-pr. ss. d clasx-s and mak.- ib. ni I. . I ilial xtr ar.' on.- uitlt 
them, the disruiuivo tcndinins and il.an.nls ot orlliodox lliaduiMn must b.- ilimi- 
nateU. 

1 xVould likf to mention xxliat 1 und.'rstan.l is a soiv point uitl. yon at tlir pr.senl 


, . . I * « IIJI ,11 llll- 

moment. It is the dismeinbermeiil ol the (>riv;i sp. ju-opl.- How the llovern 

ment rules roujih-sluxl over the leelin^.s ;»,ui seiuimeni> of the p.-oplo ;,n.l diMt i: ,rds its 
lin|,Hiislic and cultural unity is well known to us in Helical, llvm alo r ih,. Ziuun of 
tht‘ two Ben^jals in ipi,! the whole of liie Surm.i Willev which is as imu li Uene ,1 »s 
Dacca or Mymensingh h;is been sliced .iway and la^’j'iil on to Assam. Ihfi.- is no 
reason why (lanjani and Sanibalpur should be alienali .l fa»m Oi i.ssa propi-r. 

Tlie ( onjtjress has divided Iiulia into provinces accordinj* to ihr rm|»uisiic and 
rlhnical divisions. 'lh<‘ only way to counteract the . ihcis ot such political partitions 
is to make the Conjiress divisions real. If we f.-. 1 that, nn h.itevn the t.overnment 
does, we are one by the lies created by the fon^jn-ss, i| the organisations and its j.-- 
presell tat ions throb with life and reality, then tin* (i..vet mmoi an uj is noi.Mi ,Mii 

not touch you or perhajis draw you closer. I wish you wouUI maki iho Con^iress orj«a. 
nisations a re.il factor in the course of your ilaily vocation ami lib . 


Outss.x's AerAiJ.iNo Povi k i y. 

'Phe most striking leature of Orissa is its appalling poviily. People live on the 
sj-ant amount of food and have no nserves. I'he distress (»n a sinj^Ie lailuie ol crop 
becomes unsurinountabh* and wide-spre;id. Phe cultivators are in the j^rini rlutihes 
of the moneylenders. 

.Vlr. Ramsay Macdonald .sriys in his “ .Vwaki’ninj* of India”: - 

“ VVe have made the money-lendiT and tin* ^»rain forest aller ^te;ii .otd from hein*4 
public functionarii's our administration has made th<‘m silbseelxin^ exjdoilers, the 
banias and money-len<ler.s holdini^ liens on crops.” 

Poor as the people are, the openin|4 up of communication by Railway lias rendereil 
them poorer still. .\s soon as the harvest is over, comes th<’ money. lender to realist! his 
debts, and the c.apitalist to pay <lown c;ish for the produce which on atcouni of the 
facility of transjiort he can carry away without dilPiculty. Plie wbob id India pays 
tlearly for the blessing of iiioiltTn civilisation in the shajK* ol railways ami lele^raplis, 
ami your province Is no exception. 

” Railways have added to tin; difllculty ami have widened the apparent famine 
area, — one firm alont; sucks the sap of Indian life like iropic.al sun, leavin^j tlust :iml 
barn*iim?ss behind a week or two alter harvest Imlia’s surplus wheat ami rice have 
passed into the hands of dealers ami wlien the next mon-oon jails she sl.irves.” 'Phese 
are the words of Mr. Ramsay Macdonakl, our jiresent Prime Minister. 'Phe I'Xport of 
lood f^raiiis without caring for immeiii.ite neeils or .i future surplus must he hlopjMd. 
But liow can we do it? 'Phere is only one way, width is the aliainmeiil of Swaraj. 
Whichever tlirection of our life .imi aelivity we follow, our invi st i^ation le;ids to out! 
reply — we must have Swaraj. We must knock ;iml knock persistently till we .are .able 
to lift the bar over our way. 

It uuf{ht to strike us as marvellous that a v.asl .and potir population shouKI sit i«IIt* 
and starve and yet buy their clothing from ibe hamis fd a ricli nation wdien they 
coult! clothe themselves by their own labours. It appears to be miratulous. .So per- 

fect w^i:s our ignorance that it r»‘quiretl a .M.ahatmaji to tiisillnsiori us. 

Mahatmaji, who sought his heart anti fonml a remedy ol mtist of oiir evils in 
eharka and then asked the peojde to spin, was a hobl man. I di*! mU believe luai 
then and scoffed, but have remained to pray. I know there are niany pttiple who even 
now do not believe in the feasibility td eharka standing against fb* mills. I host- who 
lo "not believe, th^dr position is tjuile idear— let them worI< tail the salvation in their 
twii way, honestly doing what they believe to be right. Hut those who lieli»-v<*^ in 
‘harka or say they do, it is for them to folltiw up the matter tt* its logical conclusion. 

In Orissa you have got an excellent field of work. \ tm still use (oarst- t loth rtiarser 

ban what in Bengal we an* acriisfonietl ifj. 'Phe tr.ulition of spinning is stiU noj 

'iitirely dead with you. 

When you begin to spin and use khaddar very barge amotmt tif luxiirif are^ iieces- 
warily eschewed. We buy these import. -tl articles of luxuries by i»aying for them in f<x»d 
stuflF. When wc give up one item of imported article of luxury we keep a morsel of 
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food for our poors within the country. This is a simple c<alcu]ation. The mentality 
which spinning and wearing khadi will induce will at once simplify our mode of life.’ 

I’o what extent we have been carried away by a desire to show off will be illiistrat» <i 
from an incident which occurred in Orissa and described by Mr. Nevinson in his book, 
While a cruel famine was raging in Orissa and thousands were starving, one of your 
chiefs thought it worth while to spend four to five thousand rupees in arranging for ,i 
reception and breakfast for a Lieutenant Governor. This mentality is not |jeculiar t.. 
Bengal or Orissa. Hap))ily those days are gone. By on*‘ stroke of boldness ih' 
master-man has put an end to this sham. His loin-cloth symbolises our poverty- - In* h.iN 
ruthlessly expostnl our poverty before the world. Now it is for us to own him an<! 
thereby the masses whom he, more than any one of us, represents. 

Our real work lies in the villages. All the items of constructive jirogramme can 
be* taken up efficiently only in the village's. Take for example national •*ducatic>n. 'Dm 
village schools are th<^ best institutions to begin national education from. Insianr^-s 
are frequent where the text books are used for poisoning the minds of pupils in ib- 
Government controlled institutions. If we are to counteract this tendency of poisoning ot 
our children and youths l)y School and University education as it is now run at })resini. 
we must begin from the beginning. We must have small National Schools started when* 
children will be taught s(*lf-help and to imbibe? love for the land of their birth. 

Habits of drunkenness apjiear in the grossr'st form in towns and in the neighlxmr- 
hood of mills. Should any of your villagers show sign of advance in this item als.». 
attempts should be made to cure the habit root and branch from the villages. \\'» can 
expect only opposition from the Government (wen in this endeavour, hut that sh(»iil»i 
only add to the strength of our strife. Government looks on with coiTi^)lasc<*nce, naN 
encourages habits of drunkennc'ss and litigiousness hecaust* all these vices bring in a.Mi- 
tional revenue?. We have to fight not only against long contract(*d vicious h.abits liin 
against the Government also which waxes fat on tht? miseries of the people, and g(»< > 
to the k'ligth of quoting Shakespeare in the Police Ga/etlt* to make drinking lasliinn 
able ! 


RKSOLUTIONS. 

Resolutions were passed on the second day. One expressed joy at the release el 
the Mahatma, and the .second welcomed Pi. Gopabandhu Das and Mr. Bhagiratni 
Maha|)atro back from jail. T'he second resolution was moved by -Mr. M. S. Da**, 
the ex-Minister of the B & O. Govt., who had on the previous day signed the t'ongr' N- 
creed and had thus become a ('ongress-man. In moving the resolution Mr. Das I' I' 
sorry that we wen* under a foreign rule, l^ut this, hi* said, should not tiouhk* us as nur 
hodii's aloiK? were subject to th<* alien rulers but not our souls which formed a pari 
God. It was ihi* treatm<*nt of the Government which 'aught us non-C(>-opi’ratii»n, I Ik 
first thing the Gt»vernment (aught us was non-co-op<*ration with God with the result ibai 
(he soul was lost and humanity was transformed into animality, 'fhey drovi* mil (>'"i 
and taught us to earn money, fill up (he belly and go to rest. There was no (i(ni bie 
it was the Government servants who wi*n* to he worshipped. One lesson which (iopi- 
handhu obtained was that “don’t he afraid of those who can only torture the hoil>. 

It was the released two who gave an inestimable tr€\asurc? to the country by thi*ir suibr- 
ing and he assured his audience? that the troublous times had cmded and a glamour u! 
light would envelope? the country. * 

Much excitement was evoked in connection with the 5th resolution which ran a*; 

follows: “This ronf<*rence re-aflirins its belief in the principle and policy of non-e.». 
opt*ration niov(?ment and the constructive programme as expounded by Mahatma Gandhi: 
and keeping in view the ahsolutt* necessity of non-co-operation in ('ongress work^ if 
atlvises each member of the Gongress organisations of the province to carry out in d* tail 
the j)rogramme by their own efforts.” An amendment was moved. • 

Mr. M. S. Das said that he had ju.st signed the Congress creed and a proper ini»t‘ 
pretation of it was that the original resolution should be adopted. They had no husineN?*, 
file speaker said, of shilly-shallying. If the Congress was determined to destroy 
bureaucracy the best and surest methods should be adopted though of course? then* " t n 
other ways too. After a heated debate the original resolution was carried by an ov» r- 
whelming majority. 
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South Indian Liberal Federation. 

M \DR.\S- -yi.W IQ. JOJI. 

.The secon<l annual mt'oting of thr Soiiili Imlian I.ilnr.il I'filcraiiun (riiy branch) 
was belli in Madras on th»‘ luth May Iasi, Sir. 1 \ ThiMj»ar.iya ('hotly prosidiiif*. rhirty 
gentlemen wore present. 

This Federalion, it should ho roinarUed, has nothing to do with tho Indian Liborals ; 
it is an organisation of ihe non-Rrahnians of Madras of llio “ Jusiioo ” party, tho main 
aim of which is to promote Non-Rrahman inlorosis alone, to the exclusion ol tlte Rrah- 
niins. Though its membership is small the party itself is very intlui'iuial as from its 
ranks the Madras .Ministers have since the Kelorms been mainly recruited. 

Mr. RANGI.AH one of the Soendaries, presented the report of lh«‘ Man.ig- 

iiig (■ommittee on the working of the .Association during the ye.tr emling November last. 
In the course of the report the C'ommiite.- say : - 

“ The ('ommittee did not meet as many times as It ought ti> have done, as its time, 
and in particular, the time of its Secretaries, was wholly devoted for canvassing votes 
for and securing the success of, the candidates for the liKal Legislative (‘ouncil and the 
Assembly, put by the Association at a special meeting held for tlie purpose on i,ph May 
’24 at “ Souiidary.'i Mahal ” under the Presidentship of ihi party b ader Sir P. 'I . 
('hettittr. For the stime reason the ('ommittee was not abb to hold any public meetings 
as in the previous yt'ar. ('Iwing to unhappy differenc* > in our camp, th** work ol 
canvassing became an uphill task and the reMdts of ih»- election wen' prejudicially 
afTecled to some extent. It is needless to point out ih.n Inii for these liilh renc* s, i 
Hrahmin, l^pwever influential he might he, wtnibl not have been r’piesiMiting oiii city li 
the .A.sscmbly. The ('ommittee notes w ith much pain that thev dillerenci s still exist 
even though subsequent events have proved beyond ilouhts how l.it.il they .ne to out 
cause and to our movement if they are allowed to exist, Ih. ( onntiittee mites will 
regret that in consequence of the weakness introduced into oil • party by inti rnecim 
quarrels, the ("lovernmenl has changed its attitude towanis us. 

“ It is an open secret that the Communal (*. O. Ii>r which oi 1 p.niy im n louglil si 
vigorously in the last Council is now being treated more or b ss as .1 dead b iter. A‘ 
nroof of the changed attitude id the (iovernmeni, tlie (‘ommitie. begs to nrall a h vt 
instance.^ of neglect of Non-Hrahmin claims. Ihe Hon. Mr. (i. A. Naiesan was noipt. 
nated to the Council of State, and Sir P. Sivaswamy Iyer to the Legislative Ass.-tnldy. 
Ttio other ihiv in the oaiKTS aoireared the news that Kao hahadur ( . \. \ isv.uiallia 



Thinking 
.Madras Corporation by setting up r; 


andidales to eoiitesi ihe eli cilons in ihr- f n divisions 

which are to elect me reprevn.i.iives iliis V’'' '^1,' ihouKl'i 

Madras Corporation there are,sj.\ Hrahmms '‘’j’ ^ ^ I ; ’ 

.-.ccording toLho numeric-.I y ^ :r ; ^s 1 . li y ' ,h.^ I 

you may be sure that under the guise of SK.ir.i)'s'i>. >' > ...iihoul fnr- 

more Brahmins and thereby l" '.|mea!s”’i'.'‘lM N....-Br;.hinins l„ sinU tie ir 

ther reference.s to anomalies of this IP , . , , ^ /.^vueons r.avisr* lor 



that our leaders will spare no pains to see 
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“ 'l lv* niuv‘ int'111 iouiidf'd by the late Dr. Nair and Sir P, T. Chetliar and now beiiifj 
carried on under the leatle-rship of the latter was fast spreading all over India and is 
hound to become an All-India movement. Though there is an appanmt lull here, its 
activities can he seen in Hombay and in the distant Central Provinces where it is 
flourishing with vigour. Let us not therefore smother the main organization by belly 
quarrels and puerile differences. Let us therefore straight away begin propaganda work. 
.As matters stand at present, except holding confederations in the city and Conferences 
in the Mofussil, nothing tangible is being done to educate the masses as to the necessity 
of the movement ami yet the movement has taken deep root in the soil, not so much 
because of our work hut by reason of the essential righteousness of the cause for which 
we are all lighting. This the Committee confidently say from its personal experience 
gained at the time of canvassing votes at the last elections. Such a stale of things is 
n<it quite satisfactory and the C'ominittee has therefore resolved to spare no pains to sec 
that the non-Brahmins’ confederation is held in August or September next as proposed 
by our jiarty leader and to see that at the confederation a suitable constitution is fraiueil 
and adopted and that dye provision for vigorous propaganda work is made.” 

Sir P. T. CmiTTY. 

Sir 'J*HB.\(iARAA'.\ CHK'J‘'rA' in winding up the j>roceedings of the meeting mailr 
an iin]>ortant pronouncement on their aims and object and the policy of their polilical 
party. He sahl : I have been connected with this movement from the very beginning. 
Dr. Nair and myself together .started the work. Unfortunately for us he had been talo n 
away leaving me alone to continue the work. A'ou ought to consider that it is impossible 
for one man to do anything. VVe had s«weral friends working with us and I am sure ih* y 
are still working with us. L'liforluiiately tlifferences have aris(‘n I)ut surely ncji diffi. renc > 
woith mentioning. However they were iiade into mountains by our friends, the 1 nielli- 
gentsia of the country, fhey found in the course of Iw'o or three years tlie non-Hrahniin 
movement has been making ra|)id strides and now they find that their interests wouM 
suffer. And in fact there were indications that their influencr; was warning. 'J’he lust 
w ay they could meet it was in their i»wn usual way ol creating dissensions. I say in ill -ir 
own usual way, liecause they are accustomed to <lo .so for centuries together and they hav< 
|>artly succeeded, fhe poison lias been introduced and it has done a gooil de;il of injury 
for ceniurii's together and as tlv/y have been in ascendancy for centuries, it is but their 
duly to see that their ascendancy is kept up. 

” Thk PomicAi. 

Hut it is not just nor is it right that they should always be in the a.scendancy ami 
crush the aspirations of our community who have .also to come up. We must Kiiov. in 
India it is not that community of Intelligentsia which is maint.iining the Government. 

It is the merchants, the traders, the latidhohlers, and the labouring cl.a.s.ses that make 
the country. It is these that jiay taxes to the Government and maintain it. That tin* 
whole power should be kej>t in the hands of one community and that a small rninoritx 
ctunmunily should alw.ays he kejit suppressed, is what even Providence will nut 

permit (He.ir, he.ir ainl kiuglifer). 'fhe time has come for their ascendancy 

to go iluwn hut it is not our intention that they should so go down. 

Hut we say we must rise iqi. (Hear hear.) 'J’he principle with which \v< 

began the movement was not the hatred of the Hrahmin but the raising of the non- 
Hrahinin community. 1 say therefore there is no difference between us and the Hrahmin'^. 
In the famous words I uttered years .ago I merely said ‘don’t vole for a political Brahniic.' 

.Sir 'I'hMgaraya ('helly proceeding referred to the communal G. O. and said that it 
was in the hands of the Legislative Council to see that this order did not become a dcini 
letter and to see also that the Government did report to the Council the progre.ss made 
in respect of the action taken by the Government in pursuance of the G. O. Noii- 
Hrahmins need not despair of the present depression. He would appeal to them to giv* 
up their differences and stand as one man. If they did that their success would b*' 
near at hand. He next .spoke wdlh satisfaction the achievements of the Madras Ministry 
and instanced the Madras Government’s recommendation to the Secretary of State against 
dyarchy and the reduction in the strength of the Executive Council by one and also b'r 
tr.'iflsference of more subjects to the Ministers. Such a thing was not possible in oih* ; 
presidencies. Why? because their Ministers were men with heads, unlike some of ilw 
“ heart-headed fellows ” that were seen in the North, who were more fond of talking 
than doing. 
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In closing Sir I lu agaraya ('hruy onc»* again .i|«|H.aii(i 10 the Non-Rrahmin roinimi- 
nity not to fall a prey 10 the disst'nsiuns ihai were bring in alril bv ‘his Rrahniin irit'iuis' 
and to stand united and go forward. 

S. I. L. F. on the Lee Report. 

Anothi-r meeting of the South Imlia Liberal Federation, Madras I’iiy Ibaneh, was 
held on Saturday the 7lh June last to protest against the nrintnia ndations the I 
Commission. Sir K. W Reddi Naidii presideil and among the largi* audieiui' piesrnt 
were Sir P. 'Phyagaraya CluMiy, Hewan Rah.-uinr .S. tiurusami Chetty and IV tV 
Kthirajulu Naidu, Kao Rahadurs 'IV N'aradarajulii Naiilu anil (>. IhaitiUaehala Chett\, 
Me.s.srs Rangiah Naidu, IV S. (iurusami Naidu, K. \ isxanatha Menon, V, K. Knrtip, iv 
N. Marthandam Pillai, S. K. Sudarsana .Mudaliar, R. Moppiirappa aitd several otliers. 

Sir K. \V RI\I)I)I NVAIDI’ in opening the pmeiM -dings, said that th«- lejuiri ol the 
Lee Commission was one of those events in the history of this roiinirx, which if larefiilly 
handled might mean good to this land, and if handle«i in a wrong way might place great 
impediments in the progress of the eoiinlry. I nioriimately ih* Lee t oinmissioii had 
come to India under very inauspicious circumsianees. Nobody wanti d that Commission 
just at this time. The Legislative Assembly refiisi-tl to sanction the expenditure ot the 
Commission and the amount was certified by the (iovernor tlem i al in the teeth ol public 
opinion. It was not the amount of e\|Mii<liiure involved with whieb they were most 
conct'rned. If the various concessions recommended by the Ci»mmission w«*ie limited to 
the existing services, he would not have i|uarre]leil with tbr ( ommissiottei s and w ouM 
not have been a parly to a protest meeting of this Uind, Imi the trouble w.is that the 
ConimissioniTs did not recognise the pmmisr-s held out to this country in the l.immis 
Declaration of .August i(ti7, a declaration wliich was pi.ietieally incorporated in the 
(iovemment of India .Act of n)t<t. According to the reeimmiendaiions ot ihi- (‘oinmission 
it would lake fifty-five years to reach the miniimim ol tin I' wiope.iii « lemmi lived lor ilif 
public .services in India. Was it lair to the Indians lu ix undei the luit-l.ige ol I'.uropean 
olliccTs for 55 years to come? 

It was calculated that the cost of giving < Ifeet to iliesr* leconmiendiit ions would 
eventually amount to Rs. 1] crores. (Vuild Indi.i alloid that cost y 

Within three or four years ol the Reforms ihi* superior -sriviei s had thru- inen iuenis 
and w'ithin the last ten years tin* percentage of increase iu ib* pay ol ibe I. tV S., was 
i(), in the case of forest .service the increase w.is 41 per <» mi ; in the ease of p<ilier- servie*- 
ihi' percentage of increase was 71 ami in the L M. S, iben- liad been an iiien asr- of .*0 
per cent. In spiti* of all these inereases, the Lee ( ’ommission now recomim udi d ail louiel 
concessions in every direct ioii ; in p.«v, pension, iraM-lliiig, < veliange, housr icui and 
mi'dical altendanci*. At a time when Kngl.ind was iiselt unab]i to find rm|iloymeiii b.i 
its people, w hen all over the world prices had risi-n enormously, lor the ( ’ommissioii 
to tell India to pay nu»re than tlie market value to any public seivaiiis whom it might 
engage hereafter was most unfair to this country. In com lusioii, the Chairman laid 
emphasis on two points, one, that there was no jiislifiralimi for .any (omessirais to m-w 
recruits, and second that the Lee Re{>orl w.is deirimenl.al .ami roiiir.arv to the promise 
held out hy the Rrilish ('aliinet ami in bail most d.am.aging to their .ambitions .ami 
aspirations to arhiifve full Responsible <«ovirniiieni in ibis eomiiry in flu- iie.ir fulme. 
The meeting ought to protest strongly against any indecent haste in giving eflecl to the 
recommendations before llie Secret.ary of Sl.ate ascerlaim-fl tin- opinion id tlie Legislative 
Assembly on the recommendaiiuns. 

RK.SOLl rff)N.S. 

Dewan Bahadur S. GURl’SW.NMI ClIin'rY then moved the following resiihi- 
tion : 

This meeting of the citizens of Madras places on rfcord its keen sense of dis- 
appointment at the recommendations of the I.ee ('oinmission on Piihlie Services ami 
views with deep regret the attitude atlopted hy the Indian members of the Com- 
niission. 

He said that the history of the I^ee ('oinmission was a challenge if> the Indym 
legislature. The Commission after .sp<-mling about Rs. 5 laklis of the poor Indian 
taxpayers* money surrendered to the clamor of the services. 'I'he Sect 'tary of .State 
seemed to be powerless and had already commificd himself afioul the grant of 
piissages. The decision as regards that concession wa.s most objectionable, because 
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thft Commission committed India to an extravagant proposal without laying down 
any limitations us to the review of the rate of passage on a future occasion. I'lie 
most unfortunate feature of the report was that it was unanimous and that the 
two non-official members, who affixed their signatures to the report without any protest, 
were members of the so-called Liberal party, who subsequent to the publication of 
the report were given high offices. 

Mr. K. VISW.AN.ATHA .MKNON moved the following resolution : 

'I'his meeting is em|)hatically of opinion that the recommendations should not 
!>e given effect to until full opportunity is given for discussion by the Indian Legisla- 
tive Assembly and until reasonable changes are made and the services are brought 
under the control of the Legislature and a more rapid rate of Indianisation is 
guaranteed. 

The resolution was carried unanimously as also the following. Mr. T. K. KURCI' 
moved : - 

'1‘his meeting is of opinion that future recruitment of Europeans should be 
reduced, and that in future, recruitment should be limited to particular posts requiring 
technical, scientific or special knowledge. 

I’he Chairman, in terminating the proceedings, observed that it was his hope tliat 
such concessions as were given to the European servants would bt* for the advantage 
gained from their efficient services and not in order to meet their unreasonable and 
extravagant demands. He also hoped that the Secretary of .Slate and thi* (Jovern- 
menl of India would not drive the members of the S. 1. L. Federation, who were 
repres<*nlatives of 27 millions of p<*opIe in this fVesidency and who were loyal to 
the eore to ihi* British tiovernmenl, into the ;irins of those whr> had not shown 
such loyalty to the Briti.sh Empire. ' 



European and Anglo-Indian Politics. 


Karly in thr year the luiropeans in Imiia were stineil out i»f ihr ilepihs of tluM’r 
occupation hy the infamous Day Munl»“r (Sim- p. 8i. ami ihls together >vith the 
rousing activities of the Swarajists have since thrown thnn itito a leiinent, 
and very j^enuine elTorts have since l.»i‘en inatle from time to tintr to lilt the wliole 
community from inoney-grahlnnj^ to the politics ol the vl.iy. l-'or this pvirpose a 
conversazione was held uiuler the auspices of the l-airope.in Association, I'alcutta, at 
the Grand Ht)tel HiifTi-l on l•'r^day, the iith January, whm Col. t raw loftl, tla- ai»le 
Secretary t)f the Association, soundi-d the al.irm and asUe I the ;o,ooo I’aiiatpeans 
of Imiia to rally. The .\nnu;d (ti-mral mi‘«tin^ of this .Xssociai ion w.is Iield 
on the 4th Feliruary, 10-4 of which a lull aceoimt is pjant in thf I. A. Iv. lo*’.; - 

ment, pp. 415 — dd*'- ^ l^**y nmrder furnishi-d ihr oci .ision for .siimul.il in^ n erniiinj' 
for the I'-uropean .Auxilliary force, fi>r lie* 1 *. <V i\ l'r«siili ncv division, ('alcutia in an 
ardent representation to the Henj*al Chamh'-i ileplonil tin- smallin ss of his r••soml•^‘s in 
Regular troops in the event of n ally serious trould*-, ;iml app* aled to .dl the hij^ |-aiiop< an 
firms to make a strenuous elTort to g»i their employiM> to join tin .\uxill.nv lore*’. At the 
t'alcutta .Seottish Dinner held in M.ireh last, ( ol. t r.iddoi Iv i.iixd a hue .md ci v tor 
calling recruits to tli<‘ ('alcutia .Scottish ,ind proposed to ti.i\e lompiilsion inlnulucejl hy 
law. The false alarm, however, so<>n <lied out, and this failin»^ .in al. 11 mist m.imlesi., 
was issued on .\pril .?isi over the signature of Mr. Carr, tin ro sideni id the lairopeaM 
Association. *ll was a letter adressed lo the Secret.it v ol Male tor India, w hi« h wa* 
stated to liave tin w hole-hearted support all hranehes ol ili* Association throughout 
liidifi. The letter runs thus: 


Tin: hn'Kori' \\ .Mwimsk 


To 


The Secretary ol State for Imiia, 

India Office, 

Whiichall. 

.SiK, - T'he Council of tlic luiropean Association lug to confirm their telegram i>/ 
the Kdli instant whieh they particularly desired to pl.iee in your hands at an tnuly «late : • 

“ F"Airopeans in India draw atti-ntiun to irresponsihle i.niics of the Swarajists in 
ihi' A.ssemhiy and ('oumils which they consider dm largely to the heliel tha; 

< iiAerniiieiU may he induced to .alter the Govermm-nt ol Imli.i i\ct. \\ hil** wel- 
I inning any <'xaminal ion ami alteration ol .any rules under the Aci wliich may make the 
present stage of the Reforms (ioveriimeiit more practical and .iicepl.ahle to const it wl ioii.M 
Indian (opinion, they strongly oppose shortening ol the 1 1 .msil ioii.d perioil .and insisinii ly 
urge the ahsolute necessity for (ioveminent to sl.and hy loyal Indians ;iml to snpjM.rl the 
\iceidy and Administration in Imiia who at present si.-md heiw.eu orderly (...vtiii- 
ment and prognrss of llie non-voeal masses of Indians .and the ih.iolie condition 


expiissi'd in pi ojiag.aiid.'i 


th 


which must; inevitably eiisui* if .Sw.arajisis curreiii polii y 
and actions be cai-rieil into elTect.” 

The confirmation had of necessity to h,IIow l.acr .as they 
a statement lo place before yoit ami the Hritisli jiuldic 
situation in India to-day as se<;fi Iry them. 

Their cable drew attention to the irresponsible t.aeiics of lie 
l.ly and ('ouncils and they feel that the inlorm.al ion you liav. 

•'Upplies have been lad'u.sed in /o/n in the .Assi inhly .and 
as customs, judiciary, and the public services, regardh 
the country, were Government to at i in .act aual.ince 
reuuires no amplification from them. , . , . . • , 1 r . 1 , . 

The .-.clivitiVs of tho .Suar.-.jists liav- h-n .■x,,Ia.n.-.l l,y th. ,r l-.t.l. rs as f. to 
making the operation of the Cov.-rnm. nt ol Intlia Ai i, iii Us pr s.-ni lorni, mi|)|.».sil>t. , 
as a preliminary lo th.i atlainmei.l of Stvaraj, or tlf for.n of gov-rtnmnl win.l. is 
euphemistically called Dominion Self-Cjoverninent. • 

( TlANMlI.Stl Si ri ATK »N. 

May we remind you in litis ronn-clion of th. rapi.lity eith which th. political «i.ua- 

87 


vitli 


leijuired lime to pn-jiarc 
regarding the iiolilical 

Sw ar ajisis in jhe Ass* in* 
, 1 ^ lo the m.aim'-r in wh^T1 
< Dimeils lor sm. h suhjet ts 
ol the tons* cpjeril cliar*s in 

ill* li gisl.ii iiff s' insirm lions. 
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tion in India is chaiijEjinj^ and has chanjjfd, f*s|Krially within the last three months, 
and of ihe ^real eliani^e wliieh has omirred in the interpretation of Swaraj in the 
last year or two. In tie* <h-inands of the Indian ('onj»r»-ss aniouni»‘d to Muine 

Rule on a Dominion status. At the: ('oiif^ress a demand, which was narrowly 

defeated, was put forward for “ full indep<‘iidence,” hut since that date this tlmiand 
has increased. 

At lhi‘ present time the h /nh rs of the Swaraj Party claim the M>le rijjht to aov. ra. 
allhoufjh the id.-al ol an Indian lanpire as it exists is a purely Hritisli conception, 
and can only he attain'vl if Priiish supplies the cement with which to elTirt tl,.- 
cohesion ol the many h«‘tero^enous sections of India without enjjenderin^ racial heat. 

In this respect we would draw attention to the mental attitude of Mr. (', R. 
Das, a present leader of the Swaraj Party, as exposed in his spevrh at the (iaya t oii- 
in Decemher, On that occasi(»n h<‘ laid enijihasis on the hist clause of 

the MaRna ('harta as “ heinj' for our purpose securing as it did ‘ to the subject tl).- 
liberty of reljellion” and, aj^ain, “ where such laws are n(d only not hc.se.l on the 
consent of the people, but j)rofess to attack their fundamental rij^hts, the subjects 
are entitled to compel their w'ithdrawal hy force and insurrec* bin, ” 

Di:ma.v(E of L\w' 

Refi-rrin^ to tlie rejjoit of the (‘ommiltce to examine tlie repressive laws, 
Mr. Das said “ they little think, these learned j^entlemen, that these statutes, 
j'ivinjr, as they do to the ICxecutiva*, wide, arbitrary and ili.scret ionary powers of loii- 
strainl, constitute a state of thinj*s wherein it is tlie duty of every indivitiual to resist 
and to defy the tyranny of such lawless law.” 

'I'hat Mr. Das lias not chan^^ed his mental outlook since* that date is abundantly 
made clear from ibi; fact that, in .spiu^ of constant challenge be has neyifr n‘pudi;iif.i 
the statemiMit that the aims of bis party an* franklv revolutionary. I'urtber, siiui-* 
of his trusted lieul<>nants have recently lieen arrested under Regulation j, of iSjS, in 

connect iuii with the assassination of lujrojM'an (iovermnent oflicials, which so recently 
culminateil in the murder of Mr. ICrnest i)ay and the discovery of a bmnl) factory in 
( 'nlcutta. 

Mr. Das* influence over his billowa-rs is supHune, and the actions cjf llie .Swarajists 
tbrou^hout tlie, country have provided ample eviilence of their intentions, while 
their metboiU at the last j*eneral elections effectively prohibited any expression of 

fr'ee ojiinion by electors. 

'I'lie mod'Tii Swaraj creed ^ains llie wick; publicity that is alTurded by repeti- 
tion and elaboration in the Indian and vernacular Press, which fn‘C‘d from tl.e wise 
control of iJic.' Prc'ss .'V.l, and unrestrained by that sc^nse of rcsponsibilny which in- 
lluences the l*ress in Western countric'S, disseminates lies and n voluticjn.ary projiaj|>an'!.i 
amonj^st the uneducated masses in India. \ few c‘Nainj)k*s ol iJiis are ailaclic'd. 

It must be admitted lliat the dislike of the* .Swaiajists for tlie Rofurm tiov« rn- 

nient tc^-day is no j»reater than was entertaini‘d by that lar^c' body cd I.uropi ans 
and Indians, ^lio in icjiy took stroiij^ly aniaj^onislic liiu-s to the introduction ol the 
(lovc'rnnu^nt of India .Ac't. riie incdivc's opc-ralinj* in H)i7 and 19^4 are, bowiV'-r, 
wholly dissimilar. In 14)07 wt; recoj^nised, as our records .show, that it was iiniHi.-'si- 

ble to .secure rcjirc'.sent alive Ie|‘islativf: bodies becau.se* there was no electorate. !«» ail 
w ho know sunietliinj^ of the country, it was jKilent that the j^rc'atc st success which 
could be hoped for from the ndorms would oiil}' substitute* an Indian bureaucracy ior 
British administration. It was the certainty of this tendency which made the n*torms 
wholly unacceptable to those interested in the practical "necessity for good government, 
rather tlnuP in tlie .seiilinienlal satisfaction of an Indian intelligentsia. 

'rm* Sentimeni.al \'ie\v. 

In using the term ” sentime ntal,” we in no way exprt'ss any lack of sympathy 
for the natural de*sire* of Indians to be; as.sociateel with the administration of the country 
—a ele*sin* which has been fostered by the schools and colle*ges introeiuce.*d by Britain 
into India. W’c do, however, feel very strongly that the sentimental view must in>t * 
be adopted at the expense of the practical one, which is based on a frank recognition 

of Jlie facts. ^ I • „ 

'I'hose facts n*ve.‘al uiiciuestionably that the Inelian Empire of to-day is a joint 
British-Indian undertaking to which the Brilisli have suiiplied the vastly ^ 

of tlie* initiative, efticie'iR'V, work and finance necessary for liringing the Empire n 
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prfscnt iKiiiit ol ili'VcU)|)ini ni. l\ins>-i|u<ntly xvi li.ivr ;in .ii\|iiiir(l iij;lil In llir rt n-mi.in 
r ’'*!**" i'ritish j^ovrnuurnt in Iiulia as will niMirr salny ami traiu|uillitY 

for both hritish ami Imlian sul>jfvts, atul mbijuat** assuiMM«T for tlir salVj»iiartlijij 4 of 
thoir intrrosls. 1' urtlimnorr, w t* an* of opinion now , as w i* w t-rr ihm, thai tlu* iinvoi'al 
and unrilucatfd masses, whicli romi>rise the vast majority ol the p.opK- t.f India, ran 
only W adrijuatoly |)ron*rU‘d by an impartial Ihiiish (ii.venmient. Thr intelli^.-ntsia do 
not roprfsent them and in our opinion w ill not adt*i|iiately >alt ^uard th. ir inteivsts. 

I ho Rolorm Ciovernmoni dUl not in our opinion tend tow ards lair or eiVieient 
Govt., but lh<‘ (jovt ol India Art havinj* heroine law hairi'peans lelt th.il they 
wore bound to ^^ive the system their loyal su|>pott though it was I'ssiiii ially had in 
priiiripio and lanlastir in desij»n. 'riii* rerords id many im inheis of the romnnmity, who 
have oxpoiided a maximum of •‘Hort to assist the op>-raiioM of the Art, sat isfarlorily 
boar witness to the siiirority ol our rommunitv in this aliltiii!<‘. 

In the opinion of the Murop.-an Assoei.ition the only eomiiiion umler w hieli the 
Reforms Government ran fum lion freely postulate a dta^ree of eo-. ipei .n Ion h\ .dl parlies 
whirh has not y<‘t heen aj)|>ro\iinaiely attained, even if it e\ . 1 i an I..-, ( '..nsnjijently, 
this assoriation stands lirmly opposetl it* any short* iiin^ of th*- pr< sent transit i(fn;»i 
Jieriod of the (iovernmenl of India Aet, ami it is r*>nlinm d in iliis altitiid. h\ the ^em ial 
tenor of rarial feeling* a^iaiust l-:uro|w ans as . Aemplili* d in speerh* s .1. li\er. d m>t only 
in tin* ( ‘onj^ri'ss and other meetings, hut als<» in th*- la-j^islat i\ *■ Asseinhiy. 

Further, the attitud.- of important ho.li.s snrh as th*- I'vi.nhay M nnieipalit y towaids 
the iMtijiir*’ is illusiraieil hy the tollowin^ not** j.jov*'rninj.^ thi pnrehase ol stoiis;- 

“ Int.-ndinjJ roniraet(.rs should not*- that the Corporation Iiave express.d tin* o|iinion 
that no arlirli-s manufartur<*d in any part of th*- Ihitisli l-dnpir*- outside Imda shonl.l f.e 
us«*d hy any pf the d* parl m*-iits id’ th*- Mimieipality of hv anv *•! its conliaeiors exr* pl 
when thry are not availahl*' in any otli* r part «>l th** w<»rld.'’ 

Thr Kuro|)ran Assoriation is rmphatirally of th** opinion that th. n- is not now' ami 

nrvcr has hern any ^^enuim- appeal from the peopl.-s of India for si ll j^overmn. m , and 
in thr prcsr-nt rondition of rarial feeling whirh has h*-*-n ileliher a|e|y mamifai I iiikI I»v 

th*' Swaraj Party, tit** assoidalion holds th** r(»nsi*l<‘r<-«l <*pini*nt that anv ^'-'a-ial a*lvam-l* 
in .'lutonomy for India, wliil** it would inililat** aj^ainst th*- interests id the Ihilish Indian 
h'mpirr and j**opardis<* sound administration, wonM not in an\ way imti*- t** lit*- h*'n*-lil 
of thr main hulk of th*- p«‘opI*‘s <d India. 'I’li** Assoiialion (*>nsidi*is, how*-\* r, that at 
the prrsi’iit sla^e .'illeration ;iml m{*'lirirali**n of th* rules und'-r th*- t i*i\ erinn* iii of 
India Art an* r*-t)uire(l and l)*-li'-v«’ titat fur this limit* «l purp*)st- only an itivitalio'i to 
all p.arti<-s to partirijiat*- in a rorif*-r**nre w**nl*l h*- a«l\ ant aj.^* i>ns. 

'rh*‘ Assoi-iatI(*n r'-i'o^nis'-s th«- prohahiliiy that sm h i *.nl*-i * 11 * niii;ht iail to s.« nie 
ro-oprralion, hut whatev*‘r tit** r**suh, it ttr^*’s \*iu I** s*-*‘ni* lor His l-,M*ll*-n*y th*' 
\ ireroy and the .\ihnitiistrat ion in In*lia sm h *l*-j.jr**<- <*1 sU|)p'»rt as will i-nahle tln-ni 
l*» carry on tit*- ^ov*-rinn'’nt **1 ih** nnmlry hy th*- p*iw« rs j^ranl*-*l tlt'-m nml'-i' th*- A* l, 
until the country *-vid*-nr*-s that n inrn I** sanity ami to ^*<»odwill tow arils ih*- l-anpir** 
which the Assoriatioti heli*-v*-s to h*- th*- fnmlaim-iital i harm i.-rist ie *,l tli*- - ast majority 


of its Indiati f«*llow-suhj*‘rls. 

In s*-ruriM^ ih*-s*- ess* nlials for tram|niHiiy in th*- rouitiiy th*- l-'urop* an Xssoi iaiion 
hi-li**ves that on*- of th** imist pot*-nl fa*l*a-s will h*- slahilily in ih*- main piimipNs <d 
^overnm<*nt and in this r*-sp**el th** iM-m-flts of a linn thi»u>4h lih* ral attiimie ar*- to h*- 
ohs*rv.Ml in the imiirov***! piditieal sitnatirm which .-nsn*-*! on th* a*-li..n lal;*n hv lh«' 
(hwi-rnment of India aj^aimst fit*- l«-a.l*-rs of th*- non-ro-op.-ral ion niov. tm-ni. Hits is, 
in the Assoriali<.n’s o|.inion, as n*;r* ssary to h* ail*-n m...!* rate opinmn as it is to I.ha** to 
the pr* s.*nt vorif.Tous school of politi. ians, s*. mm h m • vid.-m*-, that (m al Inii. m, 
whili* not loo small to P-rtify err*>rs in l*-^islation. is * hanj.;* ms ^nm '|» ‘ S 

to shirk its responsihilitii-s to tin- non-vocal mass.-s o! the M;' 'I'*'" 

its loval cili/**,.s, of whatev*r rac*-, at tie- .li* tat* s *.1 tlms*- wh*. wish to os M* a pos, ,on 
in II,;. .-on.lurl of Ii..|i..,n i.lTMlrs lo ixhuli i.. ll.-ir lo-v. .„.„N ili. ,r M,. ,nl,. rs 


^ivV any just claim. 

^ In conclusion, th** past hisi(*ry ol nriiish ml*- In Imlia 
Hritish influence has prov**! ol im-stimahl*- h*-n*lit l*» Imll.i 
people, and that even a parli.'d with'lrawnl of that infli**'n*'*- at 
s*-ri()us menace to h*-r fnlurw iJiosjM-rily. 


, jnstilies f*nr opinion that 
.-■nd to th* prf*^fi*'ss .if thr 
this jimetio'*- wxiiM pr<iv*- a 


Tin-' fiopiwiii Rrsoi.in ION* -ai Smcajoi’n*.!.. 

A further activity of tin- Furopean .Association was * xliihitef| against tin- Swarajists 
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early in June last attackiiifi the latter sp<*cifically for (he Ga])inath Saha resolution 
that the Serajj^un^jc* conference of Hengal had only a few days a^o passed. On June mh, 
the Association hastily sumnujiied its meml)ers at a ineetinjij at the (irand Uoul 
where a fiery denuncialion of the Swarajist methods was made and its leader. 
Mr. Das, was loaded with personal abuse. The meeting unanimously adopted the 
following resolutions : — 

“ This meeting desires to record its indignation at the resolution passed by 
Bengal Provincial (’onferenct; extolling the patriotism of a man convicted of ;i 
particularly revolting murder. 

“ This meeting consiilers from this resolution that the .Swaraj Party and ii< 

responsible leaders have definitely issued an incitement to a (‘ampaign of murder and 
anarchical n)(*asures for tlir* attainment of their political objects, 'fhai the (’ouncil h* 

instructed to draw uj) a clear statement for the Home (lovernment and give full 

publicity at Horne and India to the proceedings of the Srrajgunj Conference in 

relation to the murder of Mr. Day." 

Mr. UANGbORD J.AMfi.S in a speech urgr^tl Kuropeans in view of the 
Swaraj tactics at Serajgung<' to join the .\s.soc ration. 

The Anglo-Indian Association. 

1‘ollowing in the steps of the European .Association, the Anglo-Indian and I hniiicili d 
b'uropean community made a rally of their strength ostirnsihly to rally ag.iiitsi 
Swarajism hut ns'dly with a vir‘W to earn a decent recognition at the h;mds ui 
the European.s vvlio liad always regarde<l them as .socially Inferior. 

In connection with the amalgamation of various Anglo-Indian .Associali^)ns, the ll. ii- 
gal, U. P., Madras and Biirm.a .As.sociations, which have hith<*rto led an imlepiMideni 
e.xisteiice, Col. Gidney’s negolinlions with the Bengal Branch to amalgamate met with 
an unanimous response from niemhers of the Branch. On Monday, the a^nl Jun. , 
a general nu'cting of the memirers of the Bt'iigal Association was held at the V. .M. C. .\., 
building, Corjmration Street, ('alciuta. 

Mr. BARTON in opening the proceedings said the object of tin* meeting w.as t.* 
discuss the cjuestion of linking uj) all the existing provincial associations in India .uid 
Burma into one iKaly. 'fhe tjU(‘stion had been ext'rcising the minds of the leaders ol 
the community for some tinn* at lea.st for the past fifteen y(*ars. I)ifficulti(*s harl coin* 
in the way, di.sagreements on certain points li.ad .'iri.sen ;m«l so the matter hail nev* r loiie 
to a ln*ad. Later the m.ilter has been re|)ealedly tliscussed. 

'rite various provincial branches, said Mr. Barloit, have hi'en appro.'iched for il:* 
purpose (d' ascertaining th<*ir views on this tpiesiion, and the majority feel that th*- ilm- 
has arrived when all the .\ss(»ciat ions .should link up into one large powerful orgaiiis;iii(*'i 
.Seeing that an .All-India organis.ition was very necessary to handle questions of vii.d 
importance to the community, the wisest course for the meeting to adojti would !>» n. 
agree to form one organisation right away. 

('ol. (III)NEY, in course of :i powerful appeal, said that the community’s riglo i*- 
live had been challenged by the Indians. Phe Indians were enteriitg into a jtact w ltli 
ernnient and between thenisi lves, without taking the Domiciled Community into any M*ie 
sideration whatever. Th«* Community’s right to sjiecial j)roteclion, which the :iutli(jrs ei 
the Reforms Sclu*me had placed as a .sacrr*»I trust in the hands of the Governor (e iur.il 
and the varitius Provincial Governors’ had not been pr could not be given ellWi t<-, 
because Government, in its desire to obtain peace .at any cost, and to s.alisfy the clamoui 
of the Indian, were impotent to look after the interests of the Domieili*d Community. 
He saw the shadow of the spectre of Indianisation growing darker and more sinisKi a- 
far as the Domiciled Community was concerned. 'Flic ('ommunity to-day is not want'll 
by Government and Indians — we are the things of yesterd.ay — Government ran only tliini' 
of the Indians to-day and to-morrow. Col. GidiU'y .appealed and urged amalgaujaimn. 
not only of the v.nrious Provincial A.s.sociations, hut of every departmental Association, 
which caters for the economic needs of the Community. 

Colonel GIDNEY said he thought that what they sufTered from to-day was . 
mbltiplicity of organisations. The question they had to .admit to-d.jy could be summed ir.- 
in one .short sentence. The community’s right to live in Imlia had been seriousis 
challenged. — By whom? By llie authors of the Reform Scheme. If they have a c -nni 
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to live in India thoy must sot' to it tliat iltat olaini is ohsorvotl. What is tho n'motly? 
1 he*y want tho rij»ht to livo ; thoy must tliondon* ostablish that rt^ht. Mow? Hy ainal- 
{^amation, not only v)i ••\i-ry assootaiion hut of ov'-ry vl<‘parimrutal assooiaiittn as woll 
for they cannot ^ot away from tho spi'cio' h»*h)n- ihiin of Indianisation which realiv 
meant to-day cx-Anj»lo-Indianisation. !f ih. y fonm d l*iji hoilv, whicli w oultl rcallv 
be a hi#? labour combine, they couUl ctTeciiialiy chall« nj‘o Indianisation. 

The Community has a ri^ht t(» live in India, if not here, ilien in sinue i»ait of the 
British Empire. It must do its utmt)st to orj^anise its ft»rces and put in a coimier-chal- 
leiij^c to Indianisation. “ If you <lt» not wish to accept this cha11cnj»e ” s.iid Col. liidney, 
•• then dissolve tdl your .Associations and det^emrate. If you acia-pt the challenge, th«n 
amalfjamate at once, for in I'nity aK»ne lies ynur strenj*tii.” 

The followinj4 resolutions were then ]nii to the m*‘etin^ aiul carried tinaniiiii tisly : 

(a) •* 'I'hat the existing Ixnly known as tin* .Vn^ln-lndian .md I)omi»'ilej| Kurnpean 

.Association of Bengal be alter«‘d to the An^lo-lndian and l>oiniciled l-'.uro- 
pean Association of All-India aittl Bunn.j.” 

(b) “ Thi'it the articles of the existing body b«- e\paiulebt to meet th'’ re(|uircnii iits 

of the reconstituted orjjanisaiion. ” 

Thk Ti'nim.a RArr. ('\sk. 

This rijjhteous rousing to perfervid :iinal^ain:ition w .as perh.ips si iniulaieil by a 
scurrilous event which happened in May last. Thi'. w.i*- the intanunis 'I umlla Rapi* 
('as(‘ in which two Anj^lo-Indi.in 'I'icki't t'olleri«»rs were bniiid kml*V *’• * 

of fiendish lust upon an Indian j^irl passenj*«'r. The Allahabavl Hi^»h Court aw.inleil ;i 
sentence of c/ months rijjorous impri.sonnii'iit and in .iddition ;i whipping <d *»»» stripes. 
Not ashamed of the act which blacki'tUMl the wlude comnmniiy, the An*t!o-lndi.in 
.A.ssociation had the efl'rontery to send a lapresentalion l«. the \ieen»y complaining 
that in Indian jails whippiiif^s are administered by the lowest caste Indian convicts, 
and Col. (iidney wanted to say that tbat was a form of punishnn'iii to which 
no European had hitherto ht*en subj<*cled and that it was a humiliation which was 
viewed as a slur hy the whole ctimmunity which w;is intensely resenletl. < 'ol. < Iidney 
further protested that the whiitpitif^ shoidd be administered j>y p<-isoiis of tin* liame 
nationality, and there should not be any “ undue ” humiliation on ibi' “ innoienl ” mem- 
bers of a community w’hich, the ^.allanl (\donel said, had always been distinkni'^bed (or 
its loyalty ! 



The Trade Union Congress 

I'he fourth s«*ssit>n of iho 'i'racJc Union Coni^ress met at the Calcutta University 
Institute Hall on ^^oih Mairh 

Kor -soiu'* tinu- past a controversy ha<l been raj^jing in the public press over the 
election of the presitjeiii of the ( 'tai^ress and soni<‘ matters relatinj^ to the constitution 
of the Rece|)tion (’oinmitt«-e as a r*-sult of which Mr. U. K. Das, who was the I'n.si- 
ileni of the All-India 'Jrade Union Uonj^ress held at Lahore last year, dissociated hini- 
srlf from the Kecepiirjn ('omniiltee and notified in the press that the Uonj^ress wliicli 
was fixed to he hel<l in Calcutta was not proper. On the other hand the Ki‘eej,ii(jn 
('ommittee at their meeting* decided to hold th(‘ .Session in Uaiciitla as arranged with 
Mr. N. M. Joshi, M.I..A., as President and issued Irtters to the press and to th. 
differi-nt Ihiions all over India to that effect. Mr. Kulubuddin Ahmad was elect'd 
new Chairman of thi- Reception Uommillee in place of Mrs. SanloshUumari tiupta who 
had been elected the ('liairman previously. In accordance with this notice Messrs, Hap- 
tisla, Joslii, (jinwalla and other labour leatlers as well as delegates from different 
Labour Unions arrived in ('ali'ulla. A series of conferences were held h«‘l\veen Mr. 

R. Das and other labour leaders who had come from outside Heii^ai with a view to 
coin*! to an arnicahle seidemenl anil as a result of a meetinjf hold on the morniti^ (*f th< 
;p)th March at Mr. U. R. Das’s house it was a)4re«d that the Reception (‘ommittee would 
make an apology in the open ('onj^ress to Mr. (\ R. Das and would then request Mr. Das 
to preside over th«‘ (‘on^ress. It was further aj^reed lhat Mr. (’. R. Das would presid'- 
over the ('oni^ress and Mrs. Santoslikumari (iiijda would act as th<‘ ('liairman of lie 
Rerejition ('ommittee. ,\ccordinj» to this arranj^ement the Con^^ress me* tj o’clocl; 
in the evening*. 'Lhere was a larj»e j»alherinj» of delegates and visitors includinj^ sone- 
ladies. 

AroLoc.v TO Mr. C. R. D.\s. 

Hc‘fore the jiroceedinj^s commenced Mr. Mukundalal Sircar, Secretary to the Rect jo 
tion (’ommittee, re.ad out the a|,)oloey whereupon Mr. U. R, Das took the chair. .\i 
this sl.'i^e Mr. .Meliil juhli.ir Palw.in olijecled to tie* .ipoloj^y. On this Mr. D;.s 
ex|.iained i<. the (‘undress the position rlearly .and s.iid tli.ii if .any mied.i'r (d tie 
Rei'eptioti Committer Jiail any doubt .as to how the compromise had been brought .ahoul, 
he would adjourn the ('onj^ress to en.ahle them to mert .aj^f.ain and discuss the mat:<r. 

At the intervention of some jjentlemen Mr. P.alw.an withdrew his olijeclion. Messrs Ihap- 
tisl.a, Joshi, (iinw.alla and .sever.al other gentlenvn .addn-ssed tlu' meeting exiiressing their 
s.atisf.action at the compromi.se .an«l conj^nitulaling both .Mr. Das and the oppositionist^ 
on the happy tcrmin.ation of an unfortunate dispute. 

Mr. Haplista then projjosed ih.at the Subjects ('ommittee would meet and m<jv« 1 
titat it he composed of the h'xecutive ('ouiicil of the ( 'onj»ress and two repi i sent.'iiive'^ 
from each jiroviiice. Sever.al dele^ati's pointed out the imconstitui ional procedure su^^evi- 
ed by Mr. Haptist.a and said that acrordinj* to the rules of the (’onj»ress the .Suhiee!> 
Committee should consist of .at least two iiirmhers from each Union besides the nieinlv i- 
of the Kxecutive Council. 

Mr. C,* R. Das observed ih.at if the rules were strictly adhiTed to some dillllculti< < 
mijjht arise which inij^ht tend to the hre.ak-up of the Conj^ress and suj.lj^ested what It* d* - 
scribed as a work.able method that tnsle.ad of takinj( representatives from e.ach Cnlon 
two or three or five delej^ates from e.ach province mi^ht be elected to the .Subjects ('oin- 
mittee. • 

Di.sokdkr i.\ Mi-KTIN’O. 

• 

Several gentlemen (jiiesiioned the validity of this procedure while othor.s put for- 
ward amendments whereupon .Mr. Das withdrew his .suggestion. One of the anifnilmeM!- 
was under discussion when Mr. Das pointed out that according to the rules the I'liii'ie 
had nothing to do with deliberations of the Subjects (Committee excepting forwarclinii; 
resolutions to the Executive Council. There was an uproar and some confussion pri - 
vailed. Mr. Das adjourni'd the Congress announcing that the Executive Council woul i 
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meet at o o'clCM-k to oonsnl.-r the resolutions an.l aske>l the di Urates to forwar.l draft 
rt’solulums lu thrm. alst. :inn(»uno‘il ib;it ilv l on^rt>s \v»)mU1 wwvx ;it i.’cUh'U 4 »n 

ihc iK'.vt (l;iy ;»l 

S''Vor;il sUkuI up, an«l said that ilu'v wituld iunt inu>‘ the invt'tinjij. Mr. 

Das iti;uiUaiiif’fl lliai as ihr iiad l»rfn avljiuiri\«-d it tuiiltl not In* cdiii iiutcd aiiii 

hdt tlit.‘ hall with llv Pfsiilrnt td tlu' R«Tt*piiviu C 'tMuuiinit*. 

Rcplyai^I tu oM«‘ rritiri'.iu If Xfllfd aj;.»insi his si i,,n as iti tiu' t ..ii>niiiiit.n td' tin' 

Suhjirts (’uiiiinitlff Mr. (*. R. Dass <li-M'rihi-d tlu* liivuiustanos In wlVuli ihr 

^rt'ss had nut and said that t\irv I nion was .isUrtl td »ltM‘t two nuMuh. js u* tin- 
Suhj‘‘i'ts ('onuuilti'f on rvcry tlivision. <Jiit‘sru«n nii^hi aiisr as u» which dcii‘j»at«' or whiclt 
union w«rc valifl. If tiny init* iliat In* was almost siiii' that tin- nnttinj^ 

would hrt ak uj) (crirs id no, no. ) Hr siij^^rsli tl ih.d ihr I^vrcniivr t \nmcil ol thr 

All-ltidia Iradf I nion C'on^n'ss, such id thrin .is wm- pri'srnt .and two or 
thrcr or livr mrmhi rs from l ai h pmvincr should consiiiiiii* thr Suhjrcts ('ommitt<‘i‘ (N’oicr 
— as ;i ni.atirr of j^racc?) 

Mr. Das. — \o as .a mattrr id rc.ison.aldr .u r.inj^nurni . Will you allow me 

lo ni.'dce my sujtijilrstion ? 

\'oici‘.--lf rrasonahli', yrs. 

rontinuinj;, Mr. Das said that it was a nasonaldr su)t:d‘‘^>i‘»«>. 11c w.arncd them 

.aj*.ainst other coursia If lin y s.aid two mcmlirrs Irom rai h I nit»n he was siirr that 
haviiij^ rej^.ard to tin* spirit that h.ad hem ilisplayril there, protests would he made 
hy one p.arly, or the other as to the valiflity ol this unit.n iti that. 11 they went into 
th.at lids w oidd simply hreak up the meetiii},^ (\ojer li will never break up). 

Alter this the meeting* broke up. 1 he Presitlmt deelaied the meeting adjourned 
and lid'i the ^ hall. 

'Phis was ftdiowed hy an upro.ar. Hot wi»rds wire exchanj^etl helwrm dilVereni 

p.arties who nuesiioned the legality of the eoinhirt ol raeh oilier. In disj^iisi some lell 
the hall while others hunj* on attempting to p'siore oiilrr hm lo no elleel. While 
this was in progress eleitrie lights w«re swileheil oil' .anil the hall lor some lime 
w.as in entire d.arkness. Lij^hts were lit a^ain .and while a member was attempting 
to .addri’ss the House a ^roup of yomi^ men on the h.aleonv (dapped their hands 
and shouted, ami on the intervention of some men who went ihen- liom the floor 
the jiarties came to blows. Such rowdy semes prev.ailed lor over a i|uarter of .an hour 
when order w.as partly restor'd and .at the inst.anr'' of some leaders the .assembly 
ultiniatcdy agreed to what was suggested hy .Mr. D.is. 


Mk. D.xs'.s I'mm anai ion. 

J'he terms ol the .apidogy la Irrie'l to alutVe wa re as follows ; 

“ We the neanliers of th'- Reei-ption I'onimillee of the lourth anim.al session id 
tile .All-India Trade Idiion I 'ongress humbly .apidogise to Mr. C. R. D.is, < 'li.ainnan 
of the Executive (Council of the All-India 'I'r.ade I iiion ( Dngiess lor th'- .aliront given to 
him hy the comndllee in na'eiU resolutions and .as speci.ally mi-ntioned in nulleliii No. \ 
of the Reiapiion ( 'ommittec, W** beg th.at Mr. ('. R. Das will accept this puldii' 
ajiology and wa- trust he will see- his gmxl w.ay to jiresiile over ih** pn srnl ( 'ongn ss 
;ind guide its deliher.ations.” 

In exjil.'iiidng the silu.aliun, Mr. ('. R. D.as said that there wre dilfennces of 
opinion between himself .as the President cd the AlMndi.a 'Ir.ifle I'nion < ongress, and 
the Recejition ('ommittec or some members id the Rec-ption t'ommille' formed in (‘al- 
cutla and according to his di.st-retion It- g.ave notic th.at the ni'<tiiig which W’.as 
calkrd by the Recejition ('(iimnillee .and ol whieh the d.iit' was fixed hy ihem was 
not the meeting of the All-India 'Irade I nion t'ongress, hut inspite of that cert.:in 
members h:ul .arrived here and certain others did not arrive. At the instance of 
some members of the PLxeculive ('ouncil — nvmliers who wa-ri: lulil in respect by the 
Ay-India Trade L-nion ( ongre.ss— met at his house and on their suggestion they 
tried to sidtli^ all disputes and difTerences. Messrs. B.aplisia and joshi jdarer) cerl.ain 
, terms before him which he thought satisfactory. He then .aslced them wheilvr it 
would be necessary lo li.ave a meeting of the Reception ( ommiilee but the majority 
of the members said that there w.as no oci.asion for .any siirh ni'-eting. It was 
only in that view that Mr. Das accepted the invitation wliiih w.as made to him arpcl 
the terms that had Ixen pl.aced before him. 

Mrs. Santoshkumari (iui)ta, Presaient of the Reception ('ommitKf, after welcoming 
•he delegates said that Indi.aii civilisation eotild not .afford to .adopt the methods of the 
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West in Iheir industrial conc«?rns. Thr nd'un*, to save labour from the existing evils 
which come by way of industrialism they must combine together and devise means 

which would do away with such institutions and at the same lime make their country 

industrially great. That was tin- problem which the All-India Trade Union congress 
must keejj in vic'W and should have to solve. . • 

Mr. Kutubuddin Ahmad in tln': course of his speech said that they wanted 

co-operation based on fraternity and not competition because the state would reach 

to a degree of organisation and importance far greater than it could possibly reach 
under a riigime of competition. In 1830 the watchword of English Trade Unionism 
was that property not earned by labour was theft and that economic power preceded 
political power and that salvation would come from organised pow'er of workers. He 
want<Hl that every workman must have a right to wear good clothes, have comfortable 
living and just the work to keep him in good health. 

Concluding lie said : — Ours is a fight for not only political rights, but also fijr 
economic j^rivileges and social changes as we are being tormented, oppressed and 
exploited. Our problem is a material problem. We will therefore not fight by exploiting 
tht! ignorance of the* masses ; rather we will educate and bring about mass consciousiv.S';. 
We will also not exploit the fanaticism of the mases. Religion was in the past a consola- 
tion to the poor. In the middle agt‘s it stood against science and now it has become a wea- 
pon in the hands of the oppressor, and is creating economic divergencies. We must have 
disciplinfi and loyalty to the common will and above all we must have mass solidarity. 
Our moveiiK'iit must not be based on sentiment otherwise it would be ephemeral. Our 
solution lies in us and tluTefore it is essential that we must organise anti if we ottn 
organise we stand like a mountain when no tempests nor hurricane can move us, 
and if we mov<* we move like molten lava and nothing in the world can arrest or dam 
our progress. 

The ('ongress then re-asseinl>l<*d on the next day, Monday, the 31st March, 

Mr. R. Das as President then addressed the ('ongress. 

'rite greater portion of tin* proceedings was occupied in recording rcsokilik>ns 
on various subjects all of them touching the vital interest of the different labour unions. 
'J'he most important of the resolution referred to tJie revision of the present constitution 
of the All-India Trade Union Congress. 

Rksolutions from Chair. 

The President at the outset announced that the Exticutivc ('ommittee of the (.'ongn ss 
which had held its silting in the morning had framed a number of resolutions whieh In- 
W'ould place before the house in due order. 

Resolutions were moved from the cliair expressing joy at the recovery of Mahatma 
Uundhi and praying for his early recovery and .also recording sorrow at the death nf 
the great .Soviet b-ader, l.enin. 'rii(*se were accepted unanimously. 

Another resolution was also passed congratulating Mr. Macdonald, leader of tin' 
British Labour Party, at his forming the cabinet. 

In moving this re.so 1 ution, Mr. Das observed that the resolution was merely oin 
of congratulation and as such he had no objection to its passing, though of course, h*- 
urged u|)on the house to remember, that lie personally did not believe that India coul'l 
get anything from any particular party. 

After the .string of re.solutions had been passed Mr. Joseph Baptista proposed a vot* 
of thanks to the Chair. 

Mr. C. R. Das rising to respond to the votes of thanks, thanked Mr. Baptista an-1 
the gentlepieii present. The President then turned to the exposition of his own vie\\> 
about labour. I'hese view's, he said were his personal view's and not of the 'IVail! 
Union Congress. When that institution would realise those views, Mr. Das was conD- 
dent, then and then only would glorious days daw'n uj)on the country. 

Continuing Mr. Das warned the organisers of labour in this country not to 
misled by European ideals and European catchw'ords such as " trade union ” “ trad* 
guilds ” and the like. Our problem was different from those of the w'est and the saiiu- , 
solution did not apply to the conditions of both. 

The clash betw'een the classes and the masses was entirely a thing European. Ao 
ceding to the cultural traditions of this country there w'as no distinction between the 
classes and the masses in India. 
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Indian Deputation to England 

♦All account of the activities of the Indian Moderate Party was 
given in our last issue. On April 22iid a National ( onvention was 
established at Allahabad (see Vol. I p. 80) and deputations won- 
arranged to be sent over to England to cany their “ Home Kule for 
India'’ campaign there. The lirst batch led by Mrs. Kesant and Mr. 
^5astn left Bombay for Loi.don on April 2tith. followed hy a second 
batch on May 10th. Besides this “ National Convontion Deimtation” 
many pioniineiit leaders were at. this time in England in \:nious eoniiec 
tion. Lala Laipat Rai had gone nmeli earlier, while Messrs. Kaiiga 
ohariar and K. C. Boy went in connection with the ColomVs Committee. 
The advent of Labor in t) c Government of Britain hml also drawn a 
large number of curious Indians, so that in May— -Inly tlioro was a 
tolerably big company of Imliaii visitors in England. 'I'hey croated a great 
stir in political circles by their speeches and writings and managed to 
rouse the interest of Britishers on India. The activities of the Indian 
leaders as also the work done ]>y the Hesant Deputation are rocorcio<l 
}>elow. 

Indian Parliamentary Committee 

On FEBBIJARY 23id an Indian I'arliamontaiy (*ommitteo was Ibruied 
mainly with the efforts ot Major Graham Pole M.P.. and otlnu’ Icadijig Labour 
M. Ps. Mr. Laiisbury w'as elected as the Chairman. This Committee wa^ 
pledged to secure Dominion Stfitns for Imlia, and bogjin to work in Parliament 
disseminating views about India and giving informatioiis to other M.Ps- 
But it soon fell under the otticial ban of the Conservative Party. The 
whips of that party ‘‘in view of the cliaracter of the Committee’.** 
activities’’ thought it desirable tc» rocommond that no Conservative .should 
be a member of the Committee, and the Liberal whips followed the 

same course. They took the further objection that no Coramittoo wa^ 
entitled to call itself a Parliamentary Commit' oo unless it was reprosonta 
tive of all panics and composed entirely of Meml>ers of l^l^liaTnonl. To meet 
their objection a meeting of the Committee was hold in the House 
of Commons on May 28th and it was decided to change the name 
to the “ British Committee on Indian Affairs, ” with the declared object 
“ To furnish Members of Parliament and the British public with information 
concerning the development of i>\d>lic opinion in India in relation to the, 
desire for the further extension of SoJLGovcrnment until such time as 

India finally secures Domiirion Status.’’ 

Asiprig others i)rcsont at the meeting besides the members were the 
Rt. Y. S. Srinivasa Sastri, Sir Krishna Gupta, Munshi Iswar Snan, 

Mr. Jt£ K. Shanmukbam Chetty, M.L A., Muriel Countess De I, a Warr, 

liady Lutyens, and the following aTnong other MemlxTs ot 

Parli^Wt : Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fi.shor, Mr. Hope-Simpson, C’ommander 
Konworthy, Mr. Mallhcad, Mr, Snell, Mr. Patrick Lawrence, Mr. Morgati 
dones (Undor'Secretary of the Board of l‘.ducation), Mr. \\ alter Bakoi*, 
Mr. Walter Ayles, Mr. W. Rayiies, Mr. W. Whitely. Mr. Charles Duke^, 
Mr. Arthur Henderson Jr.. Mr. Scurr, Colonel Williaims, Dr. Haden Guest 
^usd Mi% Marsh. 
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Tbe Indiaii Parliameiitiary Committee held mofiUily or periodieal 
meetiogB at wbioh prominent IndiaoB were invited to addrem. ^ On 
March 19t1i Sir AH Imam, who waa accompanied Mr. HarkiaheD Lai 
and Sir K. G. Gupta, a<Idresaed the Committee at the House of Com^ns. 
The meeting was largely attended by members of Parliament. SiV Ali 

Imam made a powerful speech on India’s demand for self'governmen*^. 

Lala Harkishen Lai who was pressed to speak promised to address the 
Committee on 2nd April. Subsequently Sir Ali had a long talk with the 

Secretary of State at the India office. On the 2iid April Lala Harkishen 

Lai was^the speaker at a well attended meeting of the Committee. His 
disclosures of the actual working of Diarchy were a great revelation, ^fter 
he had sat down Mr. Purcell, M. P., President of the Trades Union Congress, 
spoke on labour conditions in India and wanted to come in closer 
contact with Indian labour. A suggestion was made that the Biitish 
Trade Union Congress should send a deputation to India in the 
near future. But it should be rembered that such apparent philanthropy 
also actuated some previous deputations from England to India which 
culminated in the Govt, of India being forced by the India office to 
impose duty oti Indian Cotton produce for the benefit of Lancashire. 

M r. T. Rangachariar arrived in I-iondon on the 29th March and forth 
with proceeded to the India Office whore on the diet, he ffiad a long 
interview with the Secretary of State. 

On APRIL 6th, at the Ir.dian Students Union, Mr. Arthur Greonwocxl 
M. P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministiy of Health, gave a lecture on 
Lal)Our in Office,*' Dowan Bahadur T. Rangachariar, M.LA., presiding. 
Mr. Greenwood wfis (luestioucd at the end of the lecture about the 
Constitutional Reforms in India and about the position of Indians in 
.Kenya. In reply he stated that the Labor Ministers had first of all 
to got accustomed to the working of a machinery, and in many oases they 
used to carry out the i»olicy of their predecessors in office and especially so 
in the case of the India Office. He asked them to be a little more 
l)atient with Ijabor Ministers, but said that l^bor whole-heartedly was 
with the aspirations of the Indian people for Dominion Status. He 
himself, he said, was ignorant about the affairs in India. This point was 
cleverly turned on the lecturer by the President who remarked that 
the British people had assumed a trust and loft it in the hands of their 
representatives in the Parliament who, in almost all oases, wore as ignorajit 
as the lecturer. “It is high time,” said Mr. Rangachariar, “that yoo 
put an end to this state of affairs which is absolutely scandalous” 

On APRIL 9th at the House of Commons, Mr. T. Rangachariar gave ;» 
vei-y fine address on the working of the Reforms in India and the illiisory 
natul^c of the supposed gift of Self-Government by the 1919 Act. Sir Krishjur 
Gupta, Sir Ali Imam, Sir Sankaran Nair, Mr. Oswald and Lady Cynthia 
Mosley (ex- Viceroy liOrd Curzon's daughter), Mr. Snell, Mr. Scurr: 
Mr. Mills, and quite a number of other Members of Parliament, aftil 
Indian and other members of the Committee, wore present under the . 
Chairmanship of Mr. George Lansbury M. P. 

• Arrival of the National Conference Deputation. 

On MAY 10th the National Convention deputation, consisting oi 
Mr. Srinivasa Sjistri, Mrs. Besant and Munshi Iswar Saran reached 
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fk^iidcm^ Almost Immediately tbey were pluns^ed into a mass of work 
iiitalfviewing cabinet members, members of Parliament, and making plana 
about their tour campaign in England, of which the following pages 
jidve . on aocount. 

On MAY 15th there was an interesting little gathering, on the invitation 
of Messrs. Harkishen Lai and S. R. Bomanji, at a London hotel to see 
how far the representatives of Indian political feeling wore agreed as to a 
common working policy. They were all agreed, of course, on the fmwlainental 
question of the absolute necessity of self-rule in India. They agreed to 
keep in touch with each other, and to moot once a week in order to 
co-ordinate their work in their different spheres. On the 21st, they met 
as arranged, and decided to prepare a memorandum (p. 703) for discussion 
next week, and signature, if approved. 

The first public meeting arranged for the deputation hy the British 
.^xiliary v/aa at Bradford, Yorkshire, on May 18. Mr. Charloton, M. P. 
w*8s the Chairman. Mr. Stwtri, who explained that he was a ropresontativo 
of the Liberal Federation of India as well as of the National Convention, 
said that all parties in India wore united in demanding Dominion status. 
The new legislatures under the Act of 1919 had done remarkably well. 
Sir Frederick Whyte, the prosiclont of the Assoml^ly, had borne emphatic 
testimony *to the Indian capacity for parliamentary institutions. The 
official part of the Assembly joined the non-official part in 1921 in 

asking for a revision of the constitution before 1929, and it was surprising 
that people should now ask why, if India was prosperous and well- 
governed, she should clamour for solf-govornmojit. The uuostion should 
rather be, Why not? Self-government was the natural and proper thing. 
It was too late to start fundamental ohicctions and difficulties. They 

were there in 1917 when the famous declaration w{u» mmlo pledging 

the Parliament of Great Britain to the grant of responsible govorir 
ment to India. Diversity of racial typos, languages, and religions did 
not como into existence during the last year or two. Governmont 
must combat the difficulties along with the chosen reprosentativos of 
the people. Their long and honourable history, their litoraturo, philo- 
sophy, and art wore sufficient refutation of the theoiy of natural unfit 

ness. The suggestion of unfitness was galling to the pride of eager 

Indian parties. These were making up their minds that if, forgetful 
of her pledges and disregarding the lessons of history, Kngiand desired 
to have trouble, she should have it with a vengeance. Was it not a 
tragedy that trouble should bo necessary as a pi*oof of India's earnest- 
ness? It was in keeping growth of Knglish freiMlom. It was a 

hist£^; of constant struggle, of refusal of supplies, ot rebellion and 

bltraibed. It was against the traditions and contrary to tho peaceful 
and gentle character of tho Indian people. But they wore ai)t pupils, 

and stern necessity was schooling them to tho violent methods of 

Western political agitation. Tho recent proceedings of the Assembly in 
Injecting the Finance Bill of the Government was but the beginning 
and but a mild beginning at that. Why did English politicians and 
statesmen profess surprise and even resentment at it? What else oo^ijcl 
people do whose beaits bad been made sick with hope deferred? To 
secure their unstinted support during the war England made big 
ptomises, but when the time came for paymei*t, she was seeking pro 



700 INDIAN’ DEPUrATION IN ENGLAND (LOJiDOif 

texts for getting out of them. Let her di:imi88 idle fears. Trust begot 
trust in the liiast as well as in the Wosft and generous ti'eatment 

would be rewarded a thousand-fold in India. It was safe to give her 

Home Kule. And it wjis becoming unsafe to withhold it any longer 
fiom her. To go back upon the Government of India Act would be 
an act of political apostasy. Such was the purport of Mr. Sastri’s speech. 

Muiishi Is war Saran said that to a lawyer the theory of trustee- 
ship of India was utterly untenable. Who created the trust ? For how long 
was this trust created ? AV^hat was the ol>iect of the trust ? Questions 
vsuch as these could not be satisfactorily answered. If they could 
oonqiior or occupy a country, the fact of conquest did not constitute 
them trustees for the people of that country. There were certainly 
llindu-Mussalman ditferonces, as well as between Brahmins and non- 
Brahmins in certain iiarts of the country.^ The position of the depressed 
classes was certainly not satisfactory. These difficulties w-ere greatly 
magnified and exaggerated there. What country was there which hatl 
not its own social problems to solve ? People in England had no idea of 
the olforts that wore being made in India to put these things right. Why 
(lid they not hear of these Hindu-Mussalman troubles in the Indian 
States? * iiOave us to solve our own jn-oblems/ ho exclaimed. 'Wo 

shall not take long to solve them.' If a riot took place in« one part 

of India people in England seemed to imagine that the whole country wsas 
in a disturbed state, forgetting that at the same time millions upon 
millions of people of all sects and communities were living in peac'o 
and friendship with each other. India was seething with discontent and 
matters might easily become dangerous unless something were speedily 
done to ease the situation. India was not asking for generosity, 
but simply for justice. 

On MAY 17th Lala Lajpat Rai attended the Students' Union at Gower 
Street, London, and delivered a long and, on the whole, a temperate .speech 
to a largo audience consisting mostly of students, some of whom presented 
him with a luirso of with an address. 

He drew a distinction between the ai>proaoh to con.stitutional (lucstioiis 
by Mr. Sastri and his friends and the Swarajists. The former, he said, 
asked that certain important things should bo given them. The latter 
asked for complete Swaraj, subject to such agreements as might he 
reached l)y two equally-tioating i^artics. He promptly stopped some 
abusive criticisms of Mr. Sastri from one or two youthful members of 
i,he audience, saying that whatever might bo their political differences, 
their objects were substantially the same ; they were countrymen. He 
indicate(l that, he was gradually veering away from Mr. Gandhi towards 
the Swarajists. Ho briefiy described Mr. Gandhi's differences from 
Messrs. Das and Nehru, and repudiated on Mr. Gandhi^s authority the 
‘ Daily Telegraph' correspondent's story that Mr. Gandhi was alx)iit to 
recommend co-operation. * 

Mr. Fenner Brcwjkway, one of the i>rominent labour leaders, who 
recently opposed Mr. Winston Churchill at the Westminster by-election, 
presided. He said that the l^abour Government had missed a groat 
opportunity of reconciling Britain and India. If on taking office l-.abonr 
had said to India that it could not recognise any inherent right ct 
the British people to rule India, had released all political priaoners^ 
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and had inyitad represoutativ^ea of the Lidian paities to make prop )saU 
for the revision of the Constitution for discussion at a Round-Table Ooir 
lerence, there would have been an instant response from the Indian 
peoploi and the di'^astrous period of e^tvanirement would hive ended. 
The 'National Council of the Iiidcpandont La'»our Party » he said, hat! p:i8sa<l 
the following resolution : “The National Council of the 1. b. P. wolcoms 
the statement of the Prime Minister at York on April ll> that the 
British Government will bo prep.ired to meet elected lepresontativos of 
the Indian people to discuss the best possibility with tlieiu t>f settling 
the dispute, and that a conference should be held of reprivscntat ives of 
different Indian parties with representatives of the Jbitish Govornmenti 
to consider the best government of the Indian people.” 

On MAY 19th one of the most representative gatherings of Indiafia 
ill liOndon took place at the Hotel Victoria when the Secretary of State 
for India was entertained to a private dinner There were no speeches, 
as it was purely a i^rivate function, but there were very valuable coir 
versations. 

In the meantime Lala Harkishen bal liad two interviews with the 
Secretary of State, as also Lala Lajpat Rai. 'I'lie Prime Minister saw 
Lala Lajpat Rai on May 21st and Mrs. Lesant oji the 2.’lrd and had ;i 
long talk ^with them. Mrs. Besani among othoi* things, .spoke to the 
Premier of the wish of the Labor Union of Madras for an urban 
franchise for wage-earners, and the 1 ittcr promi»tIy Mssured her that such 
a franchise would 1)C under consideration when the stops to revise the 
form of the constitution would come up for coiisi<lorat.ion after the Reforms 
Kriquiry going on in India had terminated. 

On MAY 27th there was a select gathering at the Rembrandit Hotel, 
liondon, arranged by the Hriiidi Auxiliary of 1h<^ National Conference 
to receive the Indian deputation. Spoeehes were made l>y Mr. Srinivasa 
Sastri, Dr. Annie Be.sant, and Miuishi Iswar Saran. There were also 
present Mr. F. 0. J\’ubcrts, M. I\ (.Minister of Pensions), Mr. (’. G. 
Ammon M. P. (Parliamontary Secretary to the Acbniralty), Sir Ali Imim, 
Sir Krishna Gupta, Muriel Countess Do la Whirr, Sir Dorab aJid Lady 
Tata, Mr. J. Hope Simp.soii M. P., Mr. Ilirkishan Lil, Mr. H. W. 
Xevinson, Mr. Graham Whalla.s, Major Graham Ihile, Dewan Bahadur 
T. Rangachariar M. L. A., the Ibm. Gertrude Iviniiaifd, ])r. ( -happle M.lh* 
Sir Thomas Bennett, and Dr. C. A. Hewavitarno. 

Mr. Sastri devoted his .si>eo(?h almost cxclu.sivoly to the Report cif 
the Lee Commission published <mi the very day in Liigland. He was very 
frank about it. The rooommondations of the (’om mission, he saiil, 
would onlyv^ embitter the f)olitical .situitioji. Me pointed out that India 
objected its appointment from the beginnitig and never rog.^rded iU 
proceediugs with confidence. It represented an attempt to i,»rciudge 
the quegtion of India’s right to Dominion statiH. th argued that if 

kndia ^os to gain the power of controlling her own affairs this power 

must ibcludo the right to dotormine all qiicstio.'i.s relating to the re- 
cruitment and regulation of her public service’). He did not know 

wb^e India was going to find the money for the extra oxpeinlitum 
intt)lved. If India became a Self-governing Dominion as they demanded, 

the elaborate arraiigcments recommended by tlii.s Cornmi^vion could not 
come into operation. If those rccoinmondations wore ailoptcd as they 
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8t<k>di> it Would mean that the Indian services w6v3A still be con^lled 
by the Secretary of State and Parliament The view of the deputa- 
tioUf on the contrary, was that the Secretary of State in Council should 
deprived of most of the powers he now exercised and that those 
should be transferred to the Government of India. 

Mr. Ss8t]y had no great obiection to offer to the proposed Public 
Services Commission, provided it was properly constituted and suhject 
in the last resoit to Indian control; nor did he wish to speak of 
certain other recommendations in terms of wholesale condemnation. He 
said that some of the proposals made tended to emphasise the subordina'* 
lion of his country in a way that every patriotic Indian would resent. 
Fuel would bo added to the fire of discontent. At present there was 
110 considerable school of thought in India favourable to withdrawal 
from the Empire, and it would take much to drive them out of it. 
But Mr- Sastry was afraid that the recent actions of Great Britain were 
taking them very near the limit. 

Munshr Iswar ^aran also addressed the company. He dealt mainly 
with the military question and complained bitterly of the way in which 
India had been treated in tins regard. It ill became those who had 
deprived Indians of their power to defend their own country to taunt 
them with their dcpciidenoe upon British protection. He urged that it 
was in the interests of England herself that India should be free. 

Mrs. Besant's speech was as outspoken as any one could desire- 
She put the demand of India alongside those of the United States 
of America and Ireland, and bogged England not to allow history to 
repeat itself in this case. She insisted upon the inherent right 

of India to coiitrol her own affairs too. She repudiated the British claim 
to trusteeship- a claim which had no justification either in fact or ii> 
e^jcperience. Her confidence in the good intentions of the Labour 

Government hnd not evaporated, and she still believed that Mr. Bamsay 
MacDonald will serve India well. At the same time she urged that 
that there wus no time to be lost She did not conceal the seriouf? 
state of public feeling in India at the present time. After having lived 
30 years in that country she had been driven to the conclusion that 
hatred of the English was never more intense than it was now. 

Mrs. Besant addressed a smaller meeting at Caxton Hall on the 
previous evening, under the auspices of the London Indian Association 
with Mr. A. Yusuf Ali in the chair, where she found herself in a tough 
corner. Most of her audience were Indian students. Her discoui’se on 
this occasion was, as she put it, informative rather than combative. The 
lecture , was, in the main, a dispassionate Account of recent political 

developments in India. She came to be catechised at the end of the 

meeting. The interrogators— one of whom was Mr. A. M. Jivanjee— 
questioned the right of Mrs. Besaiit and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to 
represent any considerable section of the Indian people. These pcoplv 
advocated armed force as the only effective method of turning the British ^ 
out of India, notwithstanding Mrs. BesanEs protest. 

On MAY 30th Mr. Eangachariar by invitation addressed tin 
Manchester Luncheon club taking as his subject Indian Swarai 
Bntisb Trade**. He pointed out very clearly that only by the increase 
of trade in Ir dia and with India can trade in England be increased 
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iasA thd inoieaaed pt^perity *of the pea^e of Indie eould only biouglKh 
about by the eetablishment of Dominion Statue in India. 

Lake Lajpat Rai and Harikieheii Lai left England early in June ; 
the former for Switzerland to undergo medical treatment for hie failing 
health. But about the same time three new arriTalsi namely, Mr. Baptistat 
Pandit Jagat Naraiu, and Mr. Shaumukham Chotty, strengthened tho 
Indian immunity in London. On Juno 2nd the Bosant dejiutation visited 
Oarditf in South Wales and addressed a meeting on India in the ovoiiing 
They had a very warm reception and wore led by Major Graham Pole, 
the Labour candidate for that city. Next day, Juiio 3rd, found tho 
deputation at Bath where Mr. Sastri presided at a meeting and Mrs. 
Besant lectured. 

The National Conference Memorandum • 

The National Conference doimtation then sot thonwolves busy to 
draft their memorandum to bo presented to the Sooretary of State twid 
finished drafting it by June 5th. 

On June llth the Secretary of State ro;;oivod tho National Con- 
ference deputation officially. Messrs S:istri, Shanmakli i!n Chotty, Itaiiganathan, 
Iswar Saran and Mrs. Bosant. They submittoil thoir momi)raiuluin as 
given below, and placed before tho Secretary ot State India's case for 
Dominion Status and her claim to make her own constitntion. The 
* meeting lasted for an hour and a hall in whiolr time many ipiostioiis 
were asked and answered. Tho dotaih are olcourso ooiiUdoiitial and 
not available to the public. Tho following is the text oi the memorandum.--* 

‘ 1. — We are convinced that the peopx* (d Irulia hav.* no ival coii.i»|.‘nc,* that 
Britain wil*, in the xi.*ai* future, give clF^tt to h r deel.urd iuiriition of ctitab.ihJi* 
ing Dominion Hom'3 Kule in IiulUi, ainl t.mt (!ic pivs;Mr. wi.l coniinuc, and 

rightly continue, until buch llom: Uu e is estah inlied. 

*ALL poliiic.u paiMcs in India ar^ agOHid in making a demand for II jin'* Uu tv 
and the differenesM between thmi are m*ro!y us to tli ? ways of attaining it, and 
not SB to the fuiamenta* prine p.c of imlias rig it to ,s‘ ugovernment. 

* W'e claim that India siiuu.tl draft lier own tamniitutioo, as t he prcbeiit Douii- 
iiions and the Irish Free State have done. 


‘ II. — ■\Ve consider ; — 

That the ctnlial civil government of India shou.d be carried on by tho 
Viceroy, with a Cabinet respousiuic to the Indian Legislat ure, ih ; del'ene) ui the 
country remaining in the hands of th(j Viceroy, htilijeci to hucii ic.Herv.it on« as may 
be agreeil on, until the Uesponsible Government of India is i. a ly to tak ; it over. 
Also that foreign affivirs (including tne rr.atioiiH with Indian I’rimttH, seeurcii by 
treaties) shall be left with the Viceroy. 

‘ (bj That the provincial Governments should be autonomous, and consisf. of a 
Governor, a Cabinet responsible to an elwjted Jegisatun-, wii,li a High (Joun whhrdi 
should control the judiciary. 

‘tcj Tuat the relations between the <jeritral and provincial Oovernm-ius should 
be cleariy defined. * 

‘(d) That adequate provision should be made lor the elfeotivo pi‘6l>ection of 
minorities 


‘HI,— We believe that the saf.ty of the connection between llriiain and Imiia 
depends on the establishment of Dominion Horne Unie in India as quick y as 
llbssible, and to that end it is <leBirabJc that a Comrnisaiou fihou d b.: sent out to 
India, Ixt the coming autumn with wide terms of reltreneo. 

5|T; W^c urge this line of action in order that the sad story <if Britain and 
tha 'M^can co.onics in the 18th century, and of Britain and Irelaiid in the DM it 
UMliy Aot be repeated, and the constitutional [»a»ty destroyed, as in the latter ca»e^ 
people driven to despair. , , . . * , 

y ^We trust that in the 20th century pcjaceablo solutioa ui l h> found, ami 
illlfain and India united in an indisso.'ub’c fricmlship.’ 
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It was signed by Messrs. Rangachariar/ Jagat Narain, Sir Ali Imam. 
Sir K. G. Gupta) and the deputionists. I^la Lajpat Kai and Lala 
Harkishon Lai gave also their assent to resolutions I & II, but as they 
bad idready left England their signatures could not be taken. 

The members of the deputation had another meeting with* the 
Secretary of State on the 17th when the memorandum was further 
discussed. liord Olivier, who was sympathetic throughou^ reminded them 
of the parliamentary limitations of the Labor party and the obstacles 
that had to bo overcome l)efore their proposals could be accei>t 0 d by 
the Govt. Ho was careful not to commit himself in any way. 

On JUNE Ifcth Mr. Sastri gave an admirable address to the British 
Committee on Indian Affairs in a committee room of the House ot 
Commons, the subject of his speech being on “ the Failure of Diarchy.'’ 
Mr, Jagat Narain followed him and fully l>ore him out from his own 
experience in the U. P. as Minister. 

The Queen’s Hall Demonstration. 

On JUNK 25tli there was the great Queen’s Hall demonstration, 
organised by the British Auxiliary of the Indian National Conferonco 
to suppoit the constitutional movemotit in India towards early Doniinioi: 
Home Rule. The meeting was crowded and was a very great succes.s. 
There was very little in the nature of disturbance, unlilfe on the 
occasion of last year’s Queen’s Hall meeting w’heii a few Diehards and 
hysterical women got a bit out of hand. It is of fatuous interest to 
recall that the demonstration was held exactly a year after a similar 
demoMsti’ation held at the same place and under the same auspices when 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald made his historic promise to India, (see p, 2C)S 
last issue) which remains still to be fulfilled. 

• Mr. Robert Smillio M. P., ChaiiTnan of the Executive Committee ot 
the Parliamentary l^al our Paity, presided. In the course of his remarks 
lie said : Wo had given self-government to all but one of our Dominions 
TVhat wo hud given to our own kith and kin we surely could not refuse- 
to India. The people of Groat Britain, ho added, had held in the past th<- 
attitude towards other nations that they wore inferior types which England 
alone had sufficient ii.telligenco to govern. But he believed that at last 
the majority of British people believed in India’s right of self-govorn 
inent. Ho knew that the majority of the rank and file of the supporters 
in the House of the Government desired to confer that right upon India 
ar.d he believed that the majority of the Cabinet agreed with them 
This pronouncement coming from such a responsible (luarter is of great 
significance. , 

Munshi Iswar Saran, who led off, addressed himself as before niainl) 
1o the Army problem and pointed out the inequalities and unsatisfactoi > 
tdiaracter of the present condition both as regards the regular arm> 
and the auxiliary forces He added that the Assembly, in its shogt 
career, had passed a great deal of legislation for the protection of th< 
vovkers, and thvit the provincial Councils had done what the oU 
smtoeratio Government had failed to do, taking the first stops for tin 
icatioij of the people on a wide scale. 

Sir Ali Imam, who followed, spoke scathingly of the manner in whicl 
those who were oppose ! to Indian self-government in practice, a 
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that in theory they conceded/ trotted out the question of the depi'esscil 
classes* though they had done next to nothing for these classes when 
they were in a position to do so. He paid a warm tribute to 
Mr. Gokhale 8 labours— frustrated as they had been by the olBctal 
majority in the old Legislative Council —for mass education. He des- 
cribed the present reforms as merely a shell, since they did not confer 
even the ostensible responsibility in the transferred suUiccts that on the 
surface they appeared to do. 

Mr. ISastri, who h«^ a splendid reception, said that if, in the next 
revision of the Constitution, further autonomy was given the nine 
provincial administrations without steps being taken to introduce autonomy 
in the Central Government, there would be a sit\iatioM of pej'onnial friction 
and misunderstanding. India had acquired, ho said sublimely, an almost 
independent status in ceitaiii iuternatioiial matters as an original mcml>er 
of the League of Nations. The Indian dc:ogation thereto had hitherto 
been peculiar, because alone among the delegates composing the l^eague it 
had been led by a non-national, by a gentleman who was not an Indian, 
by a Viceroy, a Secretary of State, and so on. If the Ooverinnont. 
of India was really answerable to the i)eople it would cchso to Ir-j re- 
presented by a Kuropean in the Assembly of the liCague and at other 
International gatherings. This was noticed by all other delogatos, and was 
in the nature of an international scandal. It was a libel on India to say 
that she was incapable of producing even one mun who could lead the 
Indian delegation on such occasions. How long was this to continue? 
The Kenya decision went to show that India was regarded as a sulKinliiiate 
administration, which need not bo listened to. W'ould the British Cabinet* 
have dared to ignore the energetic and unaiiimouH r(q)rcseiitiiiions of 
the Indian Government and people in favovir of a small group of White 
settlers in a Crown Colony had India enjoyed dominion status 1 India* 
would not consent to be sot aside again and again with ctuitcmpt and 
i'outumely. There were groat questions of foreign policy to b<5 <loalt 
with by the various component parts of the i'.nipiro, India wjis not 
prepared to allow them to be finally dealt with by the roprosontativoa 
of this country, the Dominions, and a Government in India not rospoir 
sible to the Indian people. There wore other questions of the highest* 
importance awaiting decision in India itself. It might ]»o that she would 
prefer the Canadian rather than the Australian model of a (yontral con- 
stitution, leaving large residuary jiowors in the hamls of f-ho Central 
. Government. There were other complicated and vexing (luostions, such iia 
whether the extraordinarily perfected codes of criminal Jaw and yuocoduro, 
the property law and so forth, should be capable of ainendmont only 
by the Central Government and Legislature or not, and tlic rcdist^ilaition 
of the provinces which no people in the world would be wulliug U> 
have settled by a Government not answoraldo to it;. The Central Govern- 
ment must be so reformed that the people would consider it to l»e 
thmr own Government. This speech was in one of Mr. Sostri’s best forms 
.and was listened to w'ith rapt attention. 

Mr. Shanmukham Chetty urged his au Bence to remember that 
although Indians wanted to remain in the Lmpire, it could only I)6* 
as an equal partner in a Commonwealth. Indian patience was rapidly 
being exhausted by the dilatory tactics adopted by those who d nob 

88(a) 
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«ifih to pert vHli their special privileges or were afraid that their 
vested iriierests were erdargered. It would be unwise to wait to give 
redress until that patience was exhausted ard another Ireland had leen 
created but on a vaster sCale. 

Mr. A. Bangenatham if. L. a, declared that it was r.o longer true 
to say that the maeses were iidifferent to political piogress, thanhs to 
the magnificent woik of the various political organisations during the last 
ten years. 

Dr. Annie Besant received a great ovation. Speaking in quiet tones 
but with the utmost earnestness, she referred to India as her adopted 
home ai d spoke throughout as an Indian. If they refused to give India 
constitutional self-rule, she said, there would be only one way to lule 
her, and that was to keep her down hy hundreds of General Dyers, it 
they dared do it in the face of the world. What light bad Britain to 
demand India’s case for Homo Buie I It was on the contrary for hei 
to make out a case for keeping another race in subjection, if she could 
against nil her great traditions, all the promises she had made during 
the war, agninst every deed that had made her history famous. India, 
she declared amid loud cheers, came to Britain for what she had the 
right to take lut what India was willing to ask at Britain’s hands. 
Dare they refuse her? The Indian had no home. He waa an inferior 
in his own countiy, an outcast in every other pari of the Empire. Could 
they expect a countiy with India's great histoiy to submit to that foi 
long? Dr. Besant added that she and the other members of the 
delegation from the National Convention had come over to convince the 
British Government of the necessity of sending to India a commission ot 
Britain’s best men to confer with the best men in India of all parties 
to discuss with them a scheme for best securing Home Buie for India. 

' If such a commission were sent she believed that statutory recognition 
would bo given to a Commonwealth of India Bill drawn up in India 
itself. Such a Bill was already in preparation in India. It would 4ventual]> 
be brought to that country and the Government of the day or tht* 

leader of the then Opposition would be asked to adopt it. If this were 

refused, it would be introduced and reintroduced in session aftei 
session by private members pledged to the Bill. They would not he 
defeated in their constitutional endeavours. They relied in the long 
nin upon the justice of their case, the splendour of their cause, and 
the support of those in England to whom liberty was still a religion. 
But they should be careful that l)efore then the question had not 

been taken out of the constitutional arena by those who would have 

been disappointed at the failure of peacefuh methods to secure that 
whidi *“ India was by birth-right entitled. Dr. Besant’s speech wh> 
received with deafening cheers. 

The Queen’s Hall demonstration was followed immediately by another 
successful demonstration in Birmingham on JUNE 27tb. An accosit 
of this and subsequent activities of the Indian leaders will be give:^ 
in <be next issue of this QrABTEELY. This closes the record n 
to JUNE. 



India in Parliament. 

MMirii .11 SK. 

Siiic(‘ tlu' advi'iit ot llu- Laiiour Party in oJImv in lirilain tin* linliuii Intnlli- 
Kcntia liavo to lakt* a urowiiii:; iniiM-ost in tlio |»ror(‘i‘(lini»K of tlio Uritisli 

Parliaim-nt, O'i]>ooially rolaliny: to India. A y«*ai- l>aiU wlu'n tin* 'I’ory 

Miiiiv-try was in pfuvi'r tiu' |>i*i>]do <il India looktul upon parlianunit with apatiiy: 
tliny had a dnspairintr a nl ripat ion of tin* vorv worst* that mi^ht nonn* Irom ptMipIn 
who warn tho avowotl |>atrons and a<lniirt*rs . t |)'«*is ainl O’Dwvt'rs. ainl with 
a Pool anil a \Vinti*rton in tlu* India tMIh-i* nothin^ hotiri- than tin* int'ainous 
Ki'iiya d(*spalcli ol and tin* Poyal (’oInnli^'^i^nl on tin* lnip(*rial Srrvirns 

was oxpoctnii. lint witl> sinli nn*n a^. M«'*.-srs. Macl)»nial<l, Woik^wotul. |li*n 

SptKjr, SydncA' \V»*lih and otlu*r sinoort* Irtonds and synipal liisiTs of India at tin* 
helm ol ailairs lliinj^s ■-eetJU’d to la* ditliTonl, and tlu*ir \ i*r\' roinin^^ into power 
wa*. sncIi a revi-lnt ionary atfair that it Ninhleidx infnsi-d now hope into a d>in)H 
faith, and i*vi*n tin nn;s[ eontimied tif non-to-operalots < oidd not hnt IiH»k 
iiskanee at tin* turn of affairs in llritain. Some of the ntteranees of these men 
hefiire the.\,eann‘ into ofliee have iteen hopeful to India, inspite of the somewhat, 
chilling message which the Lahonr Premier sejit tmt on (he vi* ol his taking: 
ofliee. 'I’hesi* liavi* ht'en n‘prodnced in the 1st issue of this ijiitnirri n on pajii*s 
2()o— l2(i!). Another imporliint |)rononneenn*nt of the Pri*mier has since been 
made ontsidi* parliament. 'Die occasion was (he annual coiiftMi'int* of (he 
I ndeju'inh'iit li.thonr Partv held at York on -\pril ID last. |( w as a ^reat meet- 
ing and tlie d(*monst ra ( inn of (he Lahoni* par( \ w as e?«>a(. Mr. Itamsay 
.Ma(‘T)onald in opi'iiinj^ the conferenee deelared that .sinee .lannarv l.ahoiir had 
liei'oine hi^oer, not in si/:* hnt in miinl. lie denied the dictum tliat they were 
in office hnt not in power. |{<*ferrine to India, he said that tlu* condition of 
alfairs in India when tlie Lahonr (.'ovi*riimenl came in ofliie did not j/d'e (heiTi 
a chiincc. \Ve know of tlu* .serious condition of alfairs in India, anil we 
want lo improvi* it. As Lord Olivier savs without eipiiv o'at ion. Dominion status 
for India is the idea ami ideal of the Lahonr (loverninenl . If I may say so to 
our Indian friends, do your hit lor llritish democracy, and ki*cp yoiir faith in 
the llritish Lahonr (iovernini*nt . ,\n empiiry is heinj^ held hy the (•ovenimenl. 

which means that the eiMpiirv is to lu* a serious oiu*. NVe ilo not mean it li» 
he an e.xpcdient for wastine; and losinjjj lime. \Ve mean that the (*n(|iiiry shall 
produce ri'snits which will he the hasis of consideration of the liulian eoiislitii- 
iion, its workiiijT and ils iiossihilit ies. whieh we hope w ill lielii Indians to i-O' 
operate on the way towards the creation of a system whieh will l»e self-eovern- 

The proc(*cdinji:s of the House of t'ommoiis and the Honsi* of fiords up to 
.March have hecn incorporated in the last issue ol the i^him t r rh/. In the foltoW' 
inp: pa^es are y:iven first, a suniniarv of I In* sidisei|ueiil proceedings from March 
to the t*nd of Jniu*. and tlukii reprodiu t ions in r.rfrnsn of the more important 
dehates and interjiella lions from the Official Keporl ol Parliament. . 

As to the mil's of htisiness of flie House of Coinnions, it siiould he m.ied 
that the first hour of a sitting of the House is f.dyen to int erpi llat ions, and as 
there are so many siihjects on wiiich to ask iiiieslioiis, ihev are divided up just 
V> make them put in an orderly fashion, and each day tciveii to some parti- 
cular topic. 

'J'hus Indian i|.iey tif.uis arc put firs^ on Mondays of each week, and this 
will exfilain why there is alw ivs a trap of fi days hetween thi* dates of Indian 
interpellations as j^iven in the following pa«i«'s. Then, as to dehalis, readt;rs 
here will remeinher that on the motion l•eino: made “ that this iTonsi* do now' 
adjourn,” it is perinissihle for any nieinher wlio i-atehes the Sj»eal;t*r*s eye to 
begin a discussion on any rnatter lie inay wish to bring up or on which he may 
desire to interrogate a "Minister with regard to any iiuestion of policy. In 
practice it is custoniarv to inform the Minister beforehand of the subject it is 
89 
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intended to bring uj) and the particrular points on which the member wishes 
information. It is also customary to iiiforiii the Speaker of the House and it is 
his duty to divide up the time of tlic House iKJitween the different subjects noti- 
fied. Generally a day is given during the whole session of a year to India 
which goes by the name of the “ India Day ” when the general policy of the 
Government and other points come into the debate. So far no such day has 
yet been given. The so called debates* on India have been mainly adjournment 
debates. These are: — 

On March lOth. — Mr. Jjansbury’s motion on the shouting at Jaito, Bombay 
etc. 

On April I/ith. — Viscount Curzon's motion on the State of India. 

On May 14th. — Mr. Grundy’s motion on Indian Ijabour situation. 

On June 6tb. — Karl VVintertoids motion on the condition of the Indian 
Service's, etc. 

Besides these, there was the debate on June Jrd in the House of Lords on 
Lord Peel’s motion on a subject over which he wanted to raise “ not even a 
decent storm in a tea-cup,” viz., the Olivier-Batyamurti corrosyujiidence. 


The Summary of Proceeding. 

On M Alien 10th Mr. LANSBrilY’S motion on India on the adjournment 
of tlie House broke np abruptly without any definite result. He drew atten- 
tion to the Jaito inassaere of the 21 Kt'bniary, the Boml)ay' Mill •Btrike and 
the politieal situation in India and advoeated a prompt advanee in self- 
government to be given to India. Mr. llicbards expressed the Governincnl 
sympathy for the vliimufv ideal of r-elf-govcrnment for India, but be had in)t 
fiiiishod his rejily when the Speaker left the Chair automatically at ll-.‘ll) p.m. 
“ without (picstion Tins debate is given in full on page 721 to 724. 

On this day a large number of fpiestions was asked (see p. 292, 201) 
the most important of which was one by Sir Henry Craik who asked whellier 
the Government wa.s going to make any’ further advanee t)f the Reforms in 
India. Mr. Hiduirds af)})arcntly did not understand the (jiiestion properly and 
gave an answer whieli seemed to re-assure the die-hards. This wa.s lu)wever 
suhse(|ucntly amended. 

iiorsE OF CGA/j/av.s—i; MAia n, ulo,. 

On the 17th MAIKJI, there wa.s again a .string of interpellations on India 
whieli were not of much coiisecpicnce. Two days later, on March lOth, Sir Ali 
Imam ac(‘ompaiiied by Ijala Harkishen Tjal addressed the ‘‘Indian Parliatiien- 
tary (’omiiiittee ” at tlie Hoii.se of (kuninons. Sir .Mi made a j)owerful spcet li 
followed by the usual volley’ of (piestions. 

The reply given by the I 'nder-Seeretary of State for India, in rejily In 
Sir Henry Craik’s supplenientar.v (|uestiou on 10th Mareli, eaused a eoiisideraiilc 
amount of dismay’ on the Labor and Liberal henclies and gave satisfaction tn 
no one oxcejit tlie die-hards on the Conservative henehes. Sir Henry Craik 
was asked to repeat his cpiestioii, whieli he did yn the 24th March, and liie 
Undor-Secretar.v’s reply showed that the Government’s point of view of lie; 
Provisions* of the Government of India Act, 1919, was not the same a.s that of 
the Conservative Memhers. The die-hard element heeumc very re.stivo ever 
since, .and they agreed amongst themselves that whoever was successful in the 
first motion for a ballot should rai.se the <|Ue.stioii of India. On April 2nd Vi>- 
count Curzoii wa.s thus successful in the ballot, and he immediately gave notice 
of his intention of raising the question of India and moving a Resolution. Thi- 
important debate came otf on tlie 15tli .April and is given ht erteuso on page" 
7;14— 750. 


• iiorsK OF ( OMMoys--7Tn APinL, ivjn. 

On MARCH 31st and APRIL 7th the Under-Secretary of State for India had 
not only some thirty ciuestions for answer on the Order Paper, hut he was al^e 
bombarded with a large number of supplementary questions. In reply 
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to Sir Henry C>aik. Mr. Hi(‘hart.ls slated tliat no imuliricatioiis uflfoctinjjj the 
C’uiistitution ol tho (itjvorninout of India tstahlislu'd under the Act of 1019 
would he [>roposed hy any (ioverninenl \vith<»ut dm* noti<-e heiiiji piven to the 
House of Commons. Colonel Howard-Uury had u t|uesiion on the dismissal 
of s6me seven hundn*(l idlicers of the Fidtieaiional and Medieal Servi<‘es in 
BcMi^al to whieh Lord Winleiton pressetl as a result of tlie Bengal 
Council refusing the supply, siippleineiitary ouesiiou as to what the 
Secretary of State propt».sed t«» di» if these dismissals Uu»k plaee. Tlie 
ho))cd to he able to give s»»ine inforinati«in in the debate next week. Lord 
Winterton put so many further supplementary tjm-stions that there were lotnl 
cries of “ Order ” and other interruptions. Mo seemed ipiite peevish because all 
his sui)plementarY t|Uostioj»s were not answered. In rt'ply to Mr. Ib»pe Simpson, 
the l^nder-Seeretary stated that no memker of the de|)resst‘<l classes hatl bei*n 
nominated to the Legislative Ass<*inbly and that no vacam ies at presmit existed. 
Mr. W. Joynson-Ilicks pointed out that these ilasses anmunted tt> o(),0(K),(*(H) 
of the people in India and asked that steps in this jlireeti«»n should he taken. 
Sir Mertrain Falle showetl tin* exti*nt ol his knowhalge td nnxlern India by asking 
whether meinhers of other castes wmild lu* willing to sit witli representatives 
of the Depressed CMasses ! Folhiwing on a icm'iiI dehati* in the Li'gislat ive 
Assembly, when .Mr. Hainacha ndra llao pointed out that it had been admitted 
that some do lakhs of rupees had hec'ii tontrihnted ai.nnally from tin* Indian 
Exchecpier to various British training insiimiions fr«im whieh Indians as 
Indians had been s|)ecitically excludetl. Mr. Richards, in reply to Cohnn*! 
Meyler stated that India inadi* an annual contribution to the Home tiovern- 
ment through the capitation rate, tti CMivt‘r all the srr\ ic<*s n'lnU'ied in the work 
of training the military personin*! of India, and that Indians are adniitt^ni to 
these institutions so far as tln*y train personnel lor the Indian as ilistiin*! 
from the British Service, and that no i-acial <list inct i»ni was madi*. In reply 
to Mr. Lansbiiry who stated t hat such newspapers as Tin Mmu In sh r iiunnhnm 
The /hiilff Ilenild and Ftneiiju Ajftnrs, and otlier progri ssive journals are being 
slopp<*d in their free circulation in India, llm riMh‘r-St‘cn‘lar\ stateil that then* 
was no censorship of the Press in India. Sir (’harles Yale was very 
much (listurlied about tin* spread of alleged '‘mischievous falselioods " in tin* 
Jndian Press regarding (iovi’riiiiient oilicials. In reply to Mr. \Vallhea<l who 
referred to tin* Memorandum drawn up by .Mr. Findlay Shirass, Director of 
Jiabor in Romhay, in (‘onn<*(‘Mon with Lin* recent Mills strike, Mr. RiehaidV 
repli<*d that he did not know of any M<*niorandnm answering the d(>seription 
given- -an answ<*r that show<‘d a p<*<'niiar state ol ignoiance in the India 
(Xhee, eonsidering that tho .Meinorandiim Inol }ie(*n printed in full in the Rone 
hay iiews|iapers that had arrived in London hy mail at least a week previjoisly. 
'riio India (Hliee, he staled, in rc'ply to a ipnslion hy .Mr. Raker, had no informa 
tion as to Avhetin*!’ t he Mnrop(‘an (oivernnn'iil Otliei'i s’ .\ssocial i<»n had 
evidenee in India before the Lee (’oininission. In r<‘ply to lOarl W'iiilerton. 
he said that tfie Assoeialion had lax'ii formed wilii the approxal liolli of iln* 
(rf)vernment of India and thi* Secretary of State. .Mr. Raker had a fnrtli(*r 
(jnestion about the R('soliition carried in (he ('oniicil of Stale at Dcliii mi 

•5tli M^areh, with regard to a fre>h snrv<*y nt in igal ion pos'dhilil ij'.s from the 
rivers and wells (ij’ India; hiit although tlie f.'nvcnimcnl <d' India in the Council 
of State iiad said that they were not prepare*! to have an>’ fre>li ‘.iirvcy, 
the Ciider-Secrretary said he was still awaiting tlicii views and rcc*»mnMMMhitions 
on tho. matter. ('aptain ,\Ve<igwood Iboin poinicri out that (he sepa- 
ration of the Executive ainl ,liidi<ial fninlions had been ,deinan<i(*d 
hy the foremost lofiresentatives of Indian pnhli*- opinion Ihro’igh 

sncco.ssivo Indian National Congres.se^ from iHKt; to l!t| 1, an<l that, 

the (government of India had iimlertaken ti> provide machinery for 
the purpose. The Coder-Secretary, hnwever, said that it was iml 
possible at ])reseiit hi give any undertaking as to the date or precise iH*cd i/f 
the stejis to l;e taken 1*) seemx* thi.> separatiofi. In n'ply to a (iirther (inestinn 
nf (\Hptain Wedgwood Ren ri*garf!ing the cas'*s of | eople interneil under the 
Rongal Begu!ation III of I8I>^, ainl which had been c.xainincd by two K(*ssions 
Judges “ordinarily under the c<jiitrol fif the Kx4*c-utjve (Joxwrnmcnt,” and not 

by the inde|)ondent Jmlges of the High Court as the Viceroy hail said in fiis 

public pronoiinccineiit in op(‘ning the A'^sembly. tin* CndiT-Secretarv stat(‘d that 
the misupprehension of the X’iceroy on this matter had Imx'Ii suhseipiently set 
right bv interpellations in the Legislative .Asseinhly, and be re.sented the 
slur cast on the impartiality of the jiidieial olficers who were not aide to tie- 
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fciid themselves a^raiiist such criticism. He was not prepared to order the 
release of the deteiuies or an open trial. This (pjestioii would, no doubt, have 
caused further suppleinentaries had it not been for tlie fact that ii was not 
reached during tlie time allowed for (iiiestions and the answer was accc^rdingly 
handed in writing. 


jKtrsK ah' roMMOxs—jyrii whil, 

It was again to a House crowded in every part that the rnder-Seerctary 
for India rose to reply to Indian Questions on Monday the I Itli A}>ril. 

Some of the most important ]>oints only came out in the written answers. 
In rej)ly to Air. K. Gould and Mr. AV. .1. Uakcr the Under-Secretary stated 
that no Indians are being trained for King’s Commissioned rank in the 
Artilh*ry, Tank Coids or Air Korce, and that none of these arms are oj)en to 
officers of the Indian Service. India, he admitted, has to contribute to the 
cost of the establishments in Knglaiid for training Ifritish Officers for thex* 
arms — presumably for the defence of India. It was an interesting comment, 
however, on the oft-repeated statement that India is )iot able to defend herselt 
and recjuires British aid. This ])oint was brought out on the next day by 
Mr. Scurr in the Debate on Lord (^irzon’s motion. 

In rej)ly to a (piestion liy Afr. D. Grenfell Professor Uichards admitted 
India contributes at the rate of £25 per officer and nian scu-ving on the ImiTIin 
establishment, and that in 192^1-24 a provisional payment for this wjiis made m 
tlie War Office to the amount of £1,700,0110 in respect of tlie cost of raising 
and training tiu? lecruits r<*(juired for service in Imlia, this cost of training 
iiududing inivr afia the pay of the rec-ruits and a share of the military train- 
ing establishments maintained in Kngland. 

Jn addition to this, Ibofessor Richards admitt(‘d that then* had been a 
further provisional payment to the War Office by India of approximately 
£100,000 for the Air Ministry in respect of tin* cost of training Air Korce nej-. 
Noniud based on a prr vitpiiti charge of £50 — and this for a Force from wfiii h 
Ibdiaiis are sjiecifically excluded! 

There were several (piestioiis on the Mill Strike at (,Vwnpur and the casual- 
ties to the strikers by shooting, put down by Mr. Gt'orge Lansbury. Air. ,1. K 
Mills and Mr. WardTaw-Alilne. but the t iider-SecrotarY had to admit that he 
was without informal ion from the Government of India on the matti'r. 
He pointed out that the responsibility for einjiiiries into Labor tlisjnites resid'd 
with the J’rovincial (lovernments, but the India Oflice are in communication wiiii 
the (iovernment of India as to the ])racticability and desirability of devo^inii 
measures that might tend towards diminishing the risk of their occurrence. 

In his rei)ly to Mr. .lohn Scurr Profes.sor Richards said that the respon-ilo 
lity for the taking out of English Reporters to India in connection with the 
Royal C'Oinini.ssion on Public Sei’vices was Lord liCe’s, as he “ imrticularly ii- 
quested ” that rejiorters should be taken out from Kngland. No commnniea 
tions, he said, had >et hecn received on the matter from the Governmeiii <*t 
India, though it Avas stated in Ihe Legislative .\ssVmbly that such represcni;' 
tions were* being nnule. 

Air. Alills had another (luestion suggesting that the whole of the Jiidni t 
Budget should be made votable by the Assembly ; to which Mr. Richards repliid 
that this would rxHpiire an amendment of the Government of India Act aiiij^ 
that no pro])Osal for this purpose had been made. In rejily to Air. Al ill- 
supplementary C|UO.stion, the Under-Secretary stated that no representations i 
this effect had been made by representative.s of India. 

.Another interesting point was brought out by Afr. Scurr, in rcfily to wl fii: 
the Under-Secretary stated that correspondence had passed between the li.dm 
Office and the (iovornment of India with regard to the desirahilify of as.sociatinj 
non-official Memliers or Ministers w7io have liatl expei-ience of the working of tb' 
Reforms with the Enqiiir.v proposed by the Government of India, but ihe lati< r 
have not yet made any final recommendation with regard to it. 



\vi\ih ‘il.l srMMAHY OK PlUH’KKOIN(iS. 7n<) 

Sir Charles Yato a^:ain presseil tor the re-imnnliK t ion ol' tlie Pre>s A»-t, hut 
this. Professor Hieliards said. \v«»uld not he done. a>* I In' Courts id Imw in India 
exist and art? made un(‘ of in rooard ti» the Press wlu'u in'i-e^sary . Sir Charles 
Yate denied that the Courts were si> us.'il. hut In* is not one ot ilmsi* meml t'is 
\viu5se up-to-date information is to he strietly relied <in wliert* India is <*on- 
eeriied. 

Air. Oukes askt'd ahout the eonditions of Labor umh'r ilie Assaui Labor 
and Kmioratioii Aet and whether pnd.sts lunl hei*n reia'ived from Madras in 
tliis eoniieetion. to whieli the L mh‘r-Seiri'iar> replied that tin* proxisions ol 
this Aet referreil to hv Mr. Dukt's liatl been witluirawn sonn* xtsiis jieo and no 
sueli protests had been reeeivt'd either hy tlu* St'cia'tarv id Slate iir hy tin* 
(ioverninent of India. Hut it was staleil iu the la'^iislat ive .\ssemhly that 
sueh a protest meeting hail lieou lu'ld iu Madras. 

Air. l.anshnry af^aiii repeati'd liis ipiestiou id thi' pri'vious Wi'ek with li'fe- 
fereiiee to the delay in delivery, and at times eonlisiat ion . in linlia •»! tin' Ihiihi 
Hvruhl, Mnnrhrstfr iiudnlitfii and idlu'r paper, hut Mr. I{iehar(ls ridli’iali'il his 
reply that any specific case wtuild he empiired int«). hut that mi such (M'lisorsliip 
I'ow e.xistetl in India. 


llorsK OK Co.MMiixs LVni Aeaii. lhL*L 


Oti APHI L lolli came the famous di'hate iiii N'iscoiiiit CritZON’S mol ion. 
Lord (hi won spoke for nearly an hour and w as follow i d by Sir Meiiry 
Craik ami, at a lati'r sta{i:<'. hv Lord Wiiit^u-toii. Ih'tWi'eii tlnin thi'.v look up 
nearly two hours of the two hiiurs and ihivt* (piarti’i's to which by tin* ruh's id 
the House tlml Debate was limited — it hi'inj^ a Private .M(*mln*r's Motion. 

'riiere was a hi’tler alti'iidanei' id Iiidiaiis in the j?;alleiii‘s than i'ver hidore. 
imdtidinij: several Inditiii ladies in saris, htdli in the St ran.i/.i'is’ and in tin* 
Lmlies’ (ItilU'ries. Lady Imam iM*( npii‘d a st'at in tin* Spt'aki'r s (ialleiy 
Amoiij^st others jirosi'iit wi'n* Sir .Mi Imam, Sir Krishna (Lipta, Mr. K. C. Hoy, 
.Mr. T. Hantiaehariar, Sir 1). .M. Dalai, and Mr. S. IL Homaiiji anmnosl Ike 
Indians, and Sir .Maleidin Haih'.v, Sir .Mielun*! D'Dwyi-r, Sir (Je<irfv* Llovil, Sir 
William Vincent and many other iiHii-ials ciiimei-tiMl with India. Lord Dhvii*r 
oeeupieil a seat under the ’t.ral1ery ami Sir Allreil Miiinl. jiisl hack Irom India, 
it soiit ill the Alcmhers’ (lallery. 

The Debate hcKan iU Tla're wjts a Vi iy thin Ihaisi' Jit S ohhick only 

three Alemhcrs heinj!; presi'iil on the friuii Djiposition Hi'inh and only om' 
Nolitarv ( Mnservati vc <m tin* hcnclu's hi-himl them. .Inst helon' S-] ,, Sir llriiry 
Craik ’came in, followed soon alter hy Sir Charles Vale an-I Ihn. hy Lord 
Winterton. Tim Lihcral front bench was rom|muous|y ompty mmki ol llm Hum. 
ami throiijrlmut the whole Debate m-ither Mr. As.piith. Mr, Llov, (o-oi-,.. 
.Mr Ian Alaepherson. .Mr. .Masterinan, Sir .lohii Simon, m.r one ol^ liie |)romi- 
luMit front heiieh Liherals put in an appearance Sir Kdward IL-ij.- loo wa. 
conspicuous hy his absence, althoujrli Im was on tin* Onler pa|»>r to smomi the 
Liberal amemlmeut. 


Ltiikhai. AuksomivM WiTiiim \v\ n. 

The l-ibenils had pul. down a vorv a that ha.l «..( |.ivr..d.-ii... 

over the J.ahor auieiidnient. Air. Hope Simpson aas 1o move it. Sir A l■..<l 
•XIoiid’s iidlneiKe hehiiid the scenes had heeii slronn eiioiinh lo iimke l ieiij 

ahandon it. He had just eoiiie haek Irom Indm Cde hiv Si'r 

Swiraiists must not he eouiiteiiamx'd in any sort ol wa.\. I Sn .AlaUolm 

llailev 'mav have had some iiifliieiiee In tlie . V Kov' 

prepared to make a stron,,^spmd.^M^ 

mission, as also ^ ‘ t|,i. ‘(jdilx'ratelv ienji:thy ( -on-servalive sjM'iM hes. It 

who ^ ovenimi fd the htli Unit the Liherals decided not 

was not till 5 o’clock on the eyminji J*’ • , .i.„ ..i-...,. 

to move their aiiiemlment, and thus left the Laboi I art> ni the luuh aitu 

being induced to rely on Liberal support. 
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The most iiiiportant part of the Debate was the carefully prepared written 
staUuneiit which was read by the IT nder-Secretary of vState ^'ivitig the Labor 
Cabinet's position with regard to India. In that statement, Professor Richards 
said that, althouj^h His Majesty’s Government regarded the appointing of a 
Royal Commission as premature, it was their obvious duty to see where 
difficulties and deficiencies existed in the Act, .so that they might, if it wen; 
possible, remedy them. Consequently, au enquiry into the shortcomings and 
defl(^iencics of the Government of India Act was being carried out at tlse present 
time, “b’or the purpose of this enquiry, His Majesty’s Government felt if 
imi)orta))t that the views of representative Indian politicians who had come to 
the Legislative Assembly in ji jierfectly institutional way and who achocafo 
modifications of the (Constitution in regard to practical defects in the Act should 
bo given full opportunity of constitutional expression and consideration before 
His Majesty’s Government finally formulated their recommendations. It was 
the (government’s desire to arrange with the Government of India liow best 
these op|)ortunities could be provided. His Majesty’s Government viewed with 
grave concern the estrangement l>etween this country and the elected represen- 
tatives of the Indian jieoph;, and they therefore desii’ed to cstablisli contact 
with them in the hope that by a full and frank interchange of views they might 
cstablisli a lasting peace and enduring co-operation for the well-being both of 
India and of the Empire as a wdiole.” 


Viscount (Vwzon’s Speixui. ^ 

Viscount (’rilZON read alleged extracts from sjieeches in India hy (\)lonel 
Wedgwood and .VI r. Spoor, (kdonel Wedgwood asked from ^vhai he was quoting, 
as he liad no recollection of making the speecli attributed to him hy Lord (hiiv.on. 
liord (hirzon accused .Mr. (Lindlii of being res])onsible for the loss of many 
bnndred Indian Jives and referred t-o Lord Olivier’s statememt in the I louse of 
lords that it wqis repugnant to human feeling that a man of Mr. Gandhi's 
eharreter should fie treated as a eriminal. This brought great applause from 
the (h)vernment honclu's and Lord (’urzon singled out Mr. Georgi' Lanshniv. 
whose “Hear, hear,” was particularly loud, and said that lie knew that .Mr. 
Lanshury belonged to the (kmimiiiiist Party. 1’his hronghl Mr. Laiishiiiy to lii> 
leet in hot denial, and he asked Lord (’nrzon to withdraw his rmnark. Loi«l 
(hirzon asked: “Does tin' Hon. .Member d^niyH” lo which Mr. Lanshnr\ 
nqilied : “Certainly, I deny it." On Lord Cnrzon withdrawing the statoTnciii. 
]Mr. lainshury said that he did not see why the noble Lord should make stale 
ments that it was necessary for him to contradict. Mr. Lanshury had raised a 
qiiostion in the House on the previous day as to the atleiidanc'' 
of tin? Police secretly at Comiiiiinist meetings. liord (’nr/.«»ii said 
that he had thought the .Member for Row and Rromlcy was at 
the Communist meeting on Sunday morning. Sir Henry (■raik folIow:>d 
Lord Curzoii (wdio had sjioken for ever three (piarters of an honri. 
in a sjieech which frankly bored most of the ^lemhei's. He claim mI 
particularly to s])eak for the British Services in India. lie reminded the Hoiec 
that he w'as a member of the Joint Coiiimitteo in IDlf) and was the only one »m 
that (Committee who had spoken against the Bill. Aviiong the witnesses then pn*- 
sent from whom they had received evidence W’as “the notorious Tilak,’’ ami Im 
did not think that even Labor Members w'onld consider Tilak to have i»een a 
good reiireseiitative of India. Mr. Lanshury immediately shouted across to him 
“I think he was. He was one of the best Tiidians you over met." Sir Heiirv 
Craik rctoi*tcd that he did not think the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lanca-t 'i-. 
(Wedgwof)d) would support Vlr. Lanslnirv in that, and jie seemed rather put oui 
w hen Colonel Wedgwood immediately retorted ; “ He w'as a personal friend •'! 


Liberal Amendment not Moved. 

Mr. Hope Simpson, although he made a good speech, refrained from moV' 
ing the amendmoiit that bad been put down in the name of himself, Sir Edward 
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^***6?? (Ijih^ral Mein1)or lor Oldlium^ tuut otlu'rs. Sir .Mfri'i! Moiui. who hml jtist 
returned from iiiclia, and was I'nllowinn iho del>ato flusoly I'roin the front scat 
T ^1 (iallcrv, liad some hand in haviuK this amendment witlulnwvn. 

Loyd W interton later remarkecl that this l/dan-al amendTinmt was another 
example of the hnhit of tlic laherals t>f putliiij^ dmvn ainendmoni and then 
running away from them. Mr. Hope Simpson, ntttr saving the House was 
grateful to Lord Ciirzon lor using his right in llie halloi in order to give the 
House a ehaneo of discussing Indian affairs, hi*gan haillv hy making an attack 
on the Government for leaving it to a Private Meinhers Motion. 

Diarehy was condemned from all sides <d’ the House. Mr. Hot»e Kin\t»son 
said it was a horrible word to tiesrrihe a horrihio thing. He strongly advt>cateil 
the appointment of a Itnyal (’tnnmission to im|iiir<' into the inachiinMv of the 
present Act, to see whether it was defective and if llusc defects could he re- 
medied. Air. John Senrr, who followed, tlid not mov<* his anuMtdinent, as he 
then saw that, at that late hour, tlierv was no (‘inince of having it properly dis- 
cussed. He pointed out that the ten years laid d(n\ n in tin* IIMP .Vet was not 
a Tiaw of the Alodes and Persians. Imt if it were found tiiat the Art was un- 
workable, a Poval Commission shonhl he xent out as soon as possible, lie 
advocated Provincial Autonomy at the earliest possible nmincnt and pointed nut 
tliat it W'as fooli.sh to accuse Indians of lu‘i»»g mmhli' to jlcfeinl t lu'm.stdvi's and 
then refuse to allow' them to he traincfl in tin* Artdlcry, Air Pon-c and Tank 
Force. He nrgej tin* GovenmieiiT to take their (ocrjs.ye in their liainls anti cjdl 
together Indian politicians of all parlies, so that he.na and llrilain should nnil<* 
togetlier for the lionefit <if the whole world. 

liord Winterton r<‘plied on Iwdialf of the ( ‘miscrvai ivi dii‘-hards. He 
professed himself more in agreement with tl»e F inlcr-Seerct ary tlian with the 
.Members of his own Party who had spoken, and this agreement, as Colonel 
\V(‘dgwood point(‘d out, was only risu'lied hv his ahilit.v to rtsid into tin* Fiider- 
Socretary’s speech things that had in‘ver )»ccii said. Ily tin- lt«il«‘s of the Mouse, 
the Debate liad automatically to conu* tt> an end a- llie (lock slnnk II, and 
Lord Winterton. liad agrec'd to giv<‘ way l«» (^)lonel Wedgwood at It ininnb's ti» 
11. The (^)nservatives had im iutei.ti<iii of putting the matter to a vote, and 
the stieecli was a most unfair and entirely controversial one, whiili brought .in 
many matters that W’otild have been vehemently dcni<Ml hy both laihor and 
Jiiheral hcnchcs liatl there been an oppori unitv of denying tlicm. Colonel M<*y- 
ter (Liberal Meinher for DIackpool). Mr. Mills (Labor Mcmlier for Dartferd) 
and Mr. Snell (ijabor Alendier lor W’<iolwi<li) luifl all |uepared speeches wliidi 
they had no opportunity of delivering, '(’he Conservative and Liberal news- 
jiapers referred to the Debate as having been “talk4*d out" by ('olonel W^-dg. 
wooil. Tliis is only technically eorrec-l . Colonel Wedgwood w as spi'aking at II 
o’eloeli. hill Lord Winterton held the floor until three minutes to that hour. 
One of tin* remarks that Colonel W<*dgwaM)d did get in during tin* three minutes 
was lii.s nd'erence to his “dear friend Motilal .Nebiii.” On the whole, IIm’ 
Debate was entirely unsatisfactory from the fact that sr» little tinn' was avail- 
able, and most <if that time was taken up hy the »»|»porienls ol I In- (I'oveinineiit 
on the (kniservative heneln‘s, ^ 


Hoi’sk*oI' Commons .May oiu. I^^*JL 

On AlAY otii, on the House re-assembling after Faster, there 
were fewt^r (piestions than usual addr<*ssed to the 1 nder-Si*<’ji’el ary 
of State for India, and there wert- unite a large number of vacant 
spaces on the iK'iiehes of the House when ijiiestions began. May 
Day W’as C'elebrated in many parts of the country tlie day bed ore, and 
most of the Labor Members had gone to their constitiicucii-s, wlauc th(>y were 
speaking, and those who lived at some 4*tmsiderahle distance had difficulty in 
getting back in time for Questions. The fpicstion of Mr. Haljer 
(Labor Member for Bristol West) about the Ainenciin refusal to naturalise a 
Hindu in the U.S.A., arose out of the Lalitpur Mniiicipality having refiiM»d on 
that account to give anv concessions to Americans, and liroiight from Professor 
Uicharils the reply that the Supreme (Vnirts of the Knited Statys hucl ruled that 
Indiams w^ere ineiigihle for Fiiited States citizenship, hut that H. M. Goverrr- 
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meat had made renresentatioiis to the rnited States with a view to alleviating 
the hardbliips resulting from this ruling. 

In reply to Mr. Wardlaw Milne, the rnder-Secretary gave some figures 
that rather appalled Mem hers who received them in silence. Professor Richards 
stated that 25, (MM) deaths had taken place in March alone in the Puiijah from 
Plague^ and that for the week ending April I9th, no fewer than deaths 

iiad occurred. 

.Mr. Baker eliciU‘d the inforination from the rnder-Secretary of 
State that in the case ol the re(?ent changes in the Legislative Rules, although 
these had l>e(*n in contemplation and under discmssion between the Government 
of India and the India Office for the last two years, no attempt had been made 
to consult the wishes of the Indian Legislative Assembly during that period, 
nor had the Standing Joint Committee of the two Houses of Parliament been 
consulted. He stated further, however, that the decision was not taken as the 
result of the changed j»crsonnel of the Indian Legislative Asseml)ly. 

In reply to Mr. Baker's C|uestion whether he wonhl consider the desir- 
ability of getting the views of tlie Indian Legislatn»“e before any further changes 
in the Rules were made, Professor Richards said that altliougli the Indian Le- 
gislature is i'Xpressly debarred by Statue from p()wer to alter these Rules, the 
U<‘sirability of consulting that body before changes are made in these and other 
Statntory Rides is always considered, vvheii the proposcil changes could suitably 
he made the subject of such consultation. 

p 

Mr. Lansbury returned to the (incstion of entry of Newspapers in 
India for the third time, giving particulars of the dcday that liad 
occurred in the delivery of foreign mails addressed to tin* Nava- 
yuga Publishing House. The rnder-Secretary of vSlate undertook to 
make empiiries in India with regard to this. lie reiterated the fact iliat 
tht‘re is no c(?iisorshi|> of newspajiers, but that did not please some of the Con- 
servatives. Sir Leonard Lyle began to suggest that if “really respectable papers ' 
such as Thr Minuimj l*o,sf were 7in])orted in India —but he was allowed to gel no 
finiluM' with his (juestion, as it was greeted with laughter by Conservatives and 
lolid ironical “hear, hears,” from t‘he Labor and Liberal benches. Sir (diaries 
Yate jiroimscd that the Government of India should have discretion to prohilnt 
the entry of papers into India of which they did not aj)))rove. No notice was 
taken of his proposal. 


Hovsfi OK Lords — Lkavk ok Ahhkmk Bill. 

On MAY 8th the (iovernment of India (Leave of .\bsence) Bill was read a 
.second time in the House of Lords. The Bill proposed to give leave of abseiui' 
to the Viceroy, the Commaiider-iii-Chief. and (Governors of Provinces, on the 
grounds of urgent reasons of juiblic interest, or ill health, or private allair". 
'I he Secretary of State for India .said that it was i)roposed, by Rules nnnle 
under the Bill, to limit the period of leave of absmye which may "he granted lo 
a Governoi; to six months, and to limit his leave altogether to one jieriod ot 
leave during his term of oihee. 

Jiord Harris pointed out that it was an anachronism in these times, when 
facilities for travtd are so very much bettipr than they were twenty years ago, 
that these officials should not be allotved to take leave, and he urged that* 
India should be put upon the same basis as in the case of other high official." 
who are at the head of affairs in the Self-Governing Dominions. 

Marquess Curzon urged that the total absence from date of departirt 
from India to return should be four months, and objected to .such que-stitm^ 
as period of absence, filling of vacancies, etc., being pre.scribed by Rules undci 
the Bill, on the ground that the practice wa.s capable of great abuse and would 
lead to recurrent discussions when the Rules were laid upon the Table ol tin' 
House. To this objection Lord Olivier replied that lie saw no reason why sucJi 
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matters sliould be so dealt with in tbe ease of Imih. when in the case of tli« 

^ "\-i«eom^t ‘ Potr-'’ ?'’® by Royal Instrnefions and siniiiar methods. 

1 t.seoiint Peel asked the tiovenu.ient if they ,onld .vtate the terms of 
reference of the ( omm.ttee recently appointed in India to examine into the 
workings ot tho Constitution. 

The SecTGtiiry of State for jiidia in his reply sni.l that he would obtain 
^oin the Governnient of India the nreeise terms ot ivteiviue uiuler which the 
Committee was working hut personally he had no douht that the (’oinmitlee had 
been asked to add re,ss themselves to the purptiscs ilearlv statcil in Sir Malcolm 
Haileys speeches in the Legislative Asscmhlv on Kchruarv Sth ami Ihth last 
from which he quoted words to show that it was propiisml to make a serious 
attempt to invo.stigate .iustifiahle <-omphiiiits against the working of the (inv 
enimont ot India Act in practice, to asse.ss causes, ami to exuiniiie the reiiicdic 
necessary. 


House ok Commons 12 May. 11)24. 

On MAY 12th, Indian questions only ociaipicd com|uirat ivi>Iy few minutes 
Sir Charles Yate, in the orthodox style of the goo.l hluc-hlnodcd dic-liard 'I’orry' 
was extremely anxious about tlie repn‘.sciitat iiin <if the hackuanl ami aorking 
classes of India at the Iiiteriiat ional Labor (’oiilcn'iicc at Ceiicva. ami, in his 
supplementary question, he got the inforiimt ifui that Mr. Joseph ’ihiptistii was 
the Indian Labor Hoprcsenlat ive at (iciic\;a thi.s year. 

Commander Keiiworthy, in a siipplciiiciitary qm'stiim. asked whether work- 
ers’ organisations in liulia arc, for the most part, cousidtrcil illegal hv the 
Government, to whicli Mr. Iticliards replied in the negative. 

In roj^ly to Sir Frederick Wi.se, tlie I'mler-Si'f n‘lary of State for 
India gave figures showing that nearly one million tons of iron and steel goods 
are imported into India annually, and of this nearly titi pm- cent, is from the 
I'liited Kingdom. 

Mr. Spool raised a questuni dealing witli taxation lu'ing imimsed by 
Executive action without being within the purview of tin* Legislat tiros, to wliieii 
Mr. Hichards re|)lie<l that the Goveriimeiil of Madras Inol introdmeil n Itill 
in the Legislative (^ouiu-il on the lines of tln^ reenmimmdat ion.s ol tin- Joint 
Select Conirnitloe in paragraph 11 of their Keptnt of 1‘M'J. that I lie Hill hud 
hecii rejc(‘tod, and that no such hill had Ihhui int rodiieod in an\’ oilier Ih'ovinee. 
lie had no information of piihlii* protests Mgainst tlie imposition of additional 
burdens without the sanction of the Legislaiivt' Conneil. hnt was asking the 
Goveriiineiit of India for a reoort. 

Mr. Seiirr asked about trie resolution passed by the lloinhay L«'gi>lative 
(V)uiieil that the land cess for the Sanglia Taliika in the Sliolapiir District slionM 
not he, raised withmit the eoii.seiit of the (^mm-il, in aeeortlanee with the roeom- 
mendations of the Joint Select (’oiiiniiiiei* of V.)1‘J, and point^Ml out tlmt agriml- 
turists were b€\iiig compelled, umler penalty of land f«»rfoil iirr-. to pay t in- 
irierea.scd cess, and, wliere they refused, their hiillocks anrl agricultural iinple- 
ments had been attaelicd. Mr. Hichards imme<liatfrly answorod that lie would 
ask for a report on the whole matter from the Government of India. 

Tn another question regarding the rmliaii eonl rihiil ion i«i the Hoyal Military 
Academy, Woolwich, for which Indians are not eligible ami whifli trains exclu- 
sively for the Ilritisli service, Mr. Hichanls answercfi tlial tlie luesent policy ol 
the Indian Army is to train Indians for commi.ssioned service in Infantry and 
Cavalry, and it was not [iroiyisod to consider the qm-stion ol tludr training i«>r 
other arms nntil suffi(’i<’ni time had elapsed to c-nahle t.lu‘ ant horit.ies, to .imlg(> 
of tJie success of the present policy. 

Mr. Sciirr asked the Fii(ler-S<*eretaF'v <if Stale wlietlier he wa*' aware* that 
Pandit Jagdamba l^rasad is at present a prisinicr in llenares Ga.oI ; that, tin* 
Pandit had been compelled to drive an oil mill for exlraelmg mustard oil; tiini 
ITe was blind-folded while doing so; wdiether siicli work was usually dom* by 
bullocks; and wdiether enquiry w'ouhl he made into the whoh* niat.ler. * he 
Utider^Secretary of State said that he had no iniormi lion as to this individual 
case, but would make inquiries. • , i ■ 

Viscount Chirzon then rai.scd a point of onler, and sanl that he had many 
times desired to raise quo.stions relating to political prisoners in India, but Avas 
informed that it was a matter for the fioveruinent ot India and he could 

not put them on the Order Paper. He a.sked, therefore, if Mr. Scurr s questuni 
was in- order according to that ruling. The Speaker was lor a moment takon 
90 



714 INDIA IN PARLIAMENT [H. of Com8. 

aback but remarked that the question had already been answered and that his 
attention had not been called to it, but he would look into the matter before 
other Questions were put on the point. 

Colonel MeyJer (Liberal) asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
about the segregation of Asiatic's on the railways and steamers of Kenya Colony, 
and w'hether steps would be taken to see that equal facilities were provided in 
tlK» waiting-rooms, refreshment-rooms, lavatories, etc., irrespective of race, for 
travellers of whatever nationality who pay the same fares. Mr. Thomas stated 
that where separate accommodation is provided every effort is made to ensure 
that equal facilities are available for persons who pay the same fares. 

Colonel Meyler drew attention to the Circular issued in India authorising 
advance of pay to Government servants to cover their passage money to England, 
aii'l pointed out tliat this advance was given to Europeans and not Indians, and 
urged that such discrimination betw'een members of different races in llm. 
employ of the same Oovornment should be abolished. Mr. Richards in reply 
stated that Indians who are serving in their ow'n country are not under ihe 
same necessity of taking leave in Europe, and on tliat ground he could n it 
admit that the was unreasonable Th'::re was no oppoitunity of 

asking supplementary questions on this matter, as the answer was given in a 
written reply. 


liAnoK Conditions in India. 

On MAY 14th an important debate took place on Iiulian Labour condi- 
tion. The galleries w’ere W'ell filled, there being amongst other Indians, Sir Ali 
and Lady Imam, Sir Krishna Gupta, Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, Lala Lajpat 
llai and Miinshi l.swair Saran. 

Mr. Grundy wdio raised the debate is himself a miner, and it was that 
usfiect that he stressed in his speech. Having worked in a mine, he felt the 
horror of asking women and children to take jiart in this work, and asked the 
Lnder-So(Totary about the legislation that was being introduced to end this 
state of affairs. He quoted, with effe<*t, from the recent Dehate on Mines in 
the liegislative Assembly in March. .Mr. .7. K. Mills who seconded, made a more 
fighting speech and expressed the views held by innnv of the rank and file of the 
Labor Party. The effect was somewdiat w’eakened by bis apparent insistence on 
tlic effect of the doubling of the Salt Tax, as if that w’cre still in force! Mr. 
Wardlaw'-Milne (( Vniservative) spoke as one who had lived in India. The whole 
burden of his spcecli was that Constitutional Reforms in India could not In* 
hurried — an eminently Conservative attitude. He was followed by •Mr. Fislicr 
(Liberal Member for the English Universities) who dwelt on tlie industrial ad- 
vantage to India of their meniliership of the International Labor Rurean. 

Mr. Richards, Fnder-Socretary for India, compared the rtdative position 
of wages in India, Britain, France and Germany, liefore the War and now. 
pointing out that a greater relative increase had occurred in Jmlia than in ot.lici 
countries. He did not deal witli the question of w'hefcher these wages were 
adequate or not. He held out some hope of a revision of tlie Constitution to 
follow' on the Report of the Committee sot up by the Vit'eroy. 

Lord Wintertoii took up all the rest of the time except about two or 
three minutes. The tone of his speech was much better tlian his last siie<‘cli. 
but he w’as, as usual, at pains to point out that the Labor Gfivcrnment was con- 
tinuing the policy of the late Govcriimont of which ho entirely ajiproved. It 
may not be long before he and his Conservative friends find themselves in dis- 
agreement on this poliev, w’hen the enquiries of the* Government are comidcfe. 

Colonel Meyler (Liberal) was speaking at 11 o’clock when the Dcla*!*' 
was automatically adjourned. 

The Unkmdloymknt Debate — Reference to Indi^. 

On Thursday, the 22nd May there ivas a great debate in tlie House of 
Commons wdien a motion of censure and no-confidonc^. was sought to . 

on the Labour Ministry bv the Conservatives. Sir William Joynson-Hicks, the 
great die-lmrd leader, had tallied a motion to reduce the salary of the Minist«M 
of^ Labour by £1(X) in order that the unemployment problem may be debated oo 
the floor of the Homse. The Debate w-as opened by the Ministir 
of Labor who had arranged with Sir William Joynson-Hicks to allow 
him to speak first in order that he might state the Government 
policy and intentions. His speech was all the more important as 
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tte points in it had been Carefully ronsidered by *ho Cabinet before- 
haud, and it was possible that it mi^ht have to form the'basis of another General 
£lection. He pointed out how many of the CSoverninent’s political opponents, 
at the time the Labor Governnicnt took oflic*o, bail done everything possible to 
destroy the ^nndence of the eoininereial classes and to prove that all sense <»f 
security would be (]'one under a l^abor Govorninent, whit*h they predicted would 
ensure^ “ a headlong rush to ruin.*’ 

When Mr. Itaiusay Macdonald was called on t»i form n Govcrninent 
the inter national situation was extremely deli<ate and di then It. British prestige 
had fallen lower than it had lieen for centuries. Markets in the Near ami Kar 
East were crippled by a “ blundering incompetence ” unknown in the history 
of the country. 

The Minister was frequently interrunted from the Opposition Benches and 
many of the Conservatives shouted tt) tiim for the naim^ of any resnonsihie 
Minister wdio was guilty iif this. Mr. Rhaw stated that he was (piite willing to 
give names, if pres.sed. The interruptions of “Names! Names!” went on. 
and he mentioned Lord Ciirzon as one. Me added tliat when the Governineiit 
took office, they found a tiling whi<-h wtnild havi* heen eimsidered inr'oinpreheii- 
sible before the VVur : Muhammadans and Miiulus eomhining togetlier in oppo- 
sition to Britain. 

Mr. Ronald INfeneill, ivho was Lonl (hir/.on*s Lmh'r-Seeretary of State 
ill Foreign Affairs, asked if that was due to Lord CurKon to wliieh ^ir. Shaw at 
once replied that he was prepared to include the remainder of the late Govern- 
ment along wdth Lord (hirzon. 

He pointed ont that before tlie War, eiglit-teiiths of the products of the 
cotton textile industry went abroad, and of these eighl-tenllis tiiat went abroad 
eight-tenths, went to Tndia. There was no fpiestion. he said, that unless this 
industry cotihl be restored, there couhl ho no n‘vival of tra<le in Kiighmd. niitil 
either they developed absolutely new exporting imliistries or maile friends 
of the people of whom thov had made enemies. He liopetl by the same 
policy (Labor) which was leading to the pacification of Knrope to ht‘ able to 
pacify Turkey and India and restore their markets in those countries. 

The Minister’s remarks with regard to the changetl altitude towards India 
are of first-class irnportua<‘e, because of tlie fact that tlavv were delilierately 
stated in the House of Commons as the considered attitude of’Mis Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment. 


House of Commons— 26th May, 11)21. 

On Monday, the 26th MAY, ciiiite a largt* number of (pieslions w'as asked 
on* Indian affairs whi<*h occupy fifteen (*olniniis of Mansard Gflii-ial Report. 
Ouite a large .prc)porii«jii of the questions dealt with tim inilian (birrenr*v. Mr. 
John Senrr (Labor) asked the Lnder-Secretary of State what st<qm the (invern- 
inent proposed so take to meet the demand of the pisqile i>f India («» transfer 
the funds standing to the credit of the Gold Standard Reserve from l.oiidon to 
Tndia. In re])ly. Mr. Richards .stated that the Reserve is at piesenl field in 
the form of sterling investments which could not suitably In* held elsewhere than 
in tlie TTnited Kingdom. 

Mr. 8curr had another question on the paper drawing attimfioii to the 
fact that the Indian Merchants Chamber in Bomhny had demandcil that tin* 
Indian (birreiicy Act should be amended by the restoration ot the rupee at its 
pre-War rate of 1-1-0. The I’lider-Secrotary id’ State referred to the letter 
of the Government of India fx) that Chainher, dated 2ol.h Jaiinary, pointing 
out that in their view it was inexpedient to make any immediate* atte*inpt to fix 
the future gold value of the rupee in view of the existing iinecrtainty of woi d 
economic conditions, . . 

Colonel Meyler (Liberal) asked the intentions ot the (jovernnieiii w’lth 
rqgard to the establishment of a Gold Standard and the opening of the Mint 
in Tndia for providing gold eoinage. Mr. Ri<*hards stated that while the etieetive 
restoration of the Gold Standard was the ohjcctivi* of Government policy^ 
economic conditions throughout the world have not yet reached a degree of 
normality whiirh ivould iustifv at present an attempt to estahlish trie gold value 
of the rupee. He stated that the internal cirr iibition of gold ciirrencv does noj 
arise in present circumstanr^s ow'ing to the existing premium on gold in Tiuiia. 
Mr. A. M. Samuel, in a supplementary question, asked if it was not a nu't that 
gold had been poured into India for tens of centuries, and that it was always 
made into ornaments and disappeared from eirculation. In his picturesque 
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manner he asked the Under-Secretary of State if the drain of gold to India would 
not injure the British Gold Reserve sinking into the quicksands of India ” with- 
out going into circulation as currency. He went on to ask what then would 
be the use of coining gold. 

Indian Emergency Currency Issue. 

In reply to further questions of Colonel IVIeyler and Mr. T. Williams (Labor) 
as to the advice of the Indian Merchants Chamber of Bombay with regard to 
the issue of emergency currency to meet seasonable demands, Mr. Richards stated 
that the actual decisions embodied in the Paper Currency Amendment Act and 
the Rules thereunder were taken after careful consideration of the views of 
various rei)rescntative bodies in India. In addition to expanding the currency 
by twelve crores of rui)ees against commercial bills, lie stated that a further 
expansion of twelve crores was effected this busy season against sterling securities 
in London, making a total expansion of 24 crores this cold weather. ''I'lie import- 
ant problem referred to in these questions, he added, was being carefully watched 
by the Government of India. 

Government of India Act — Committee of Enquiry. 

A question on this matter had been i>ut down by Colonel Meylcr, and 
caused quite a number of supplementary questions to be asked. The Under- 
secretary of State for India said that the Report of the Commiiteo appointed 
by the Government of India had not yet been received, but it was luiroly a 
prelimiiiary stage and of a foxmal character. Mr. Richards thought no useful 
purpose would be served, by laying a copy of this Report on the table of tiu^ 
House. Ho undertook, however, that the House would be fully info/'incd in due 
(iourse of any material results of the enquiry that might aifect considerations of 
policy. Lord Winterton and Sir Henr3'^ Craik both expressed that thq. Report 
should be sent by the Secretary of State to the Standing Joint Committee of 
both Houses of ParlianuMit, hut on this Mr. Richards would give no undertaking. 

Lord Winterton had given private notice of a ipiestion to the Under- 
secretary of State showing the anxiety of himself and the other Die-Hard Aleni- 
hors of the Conservative Party about the publislied form of reference of the 
Committee set up by the Government of India to enquire into the working of 
the Act, because of the fact that it included the power to recommend amend- 
'inents to that Acrt. The point that troubled liim chiefly was whether there was 
any precedent for entrusting to an official Committee, on which there was no 
Meiribor of the House of (Vminions or House of Lords, the duty of suggesting 
alterations in an Act of Parliament. Mr. Richards informed laird Winterton 
that lie had not time to search for actual precedents, hut that he had little doubt 
that alterations in Art of Parliament had frequently been and would frequently 
be suggested by Committees coiitaiiiiiig no Members of either House of Purlin 
meiit. He maintained that the terms of reference to this (’omrnittce were closely 
foreshadowed in the speeches of Sir Malcolm Hailey in the Legislative Assembly 
on Sth and ]Stb February last. fiOrd Winterton, Colonel Howard Bury and Sir 
Honry Craig disputed this, but Mr. Riclnards refused to move from his position. 
Lord Winterton then gave notice that he would raise this (piestion on the ad- 
journment for the AVhitsuiitide Recess on 6th June (see paste). 

Colonel Howard Bury asaed the Under-Secretary of State wbetber 
his attention had been drawn to tlie letter written by the Secre- 
tary of State for India to Mr. Satyamurti, and whether the lett<'t 

was pu|)Iishod with his eonsent. Mr. Richards replied tTiat Tionl 

Olivier had written the letter, but that his consent was neither asked, granted, 
nor refused. Quite a number of supplementary questions was addressed to the 
Under-Secretary of State, one after another. The Die-Hards were so anxious 
to get their questions in that frequently several of them rose at the same tiiuc 
amTvery often two of them )>egan their questions at the same time! Colonel 
Howard Bury asked if the proper channel for such a communication sliould not 
have been the Government of India, and whetlier there was any precedent for an 
important communication of policy being made in such an unorthodox manner 
Mr. Richards replied that tliere was nothing in the letter that had not been 
slated by liord Olivier in Ins House of Lords speech. Mr. Ormsby-Gore was very 
excited when he got up and, with a wave of his arm. asked if it was not tbe Im i 
that this new' policy wrould cut at the root of representation under the existme 
Act, and also stated that an important new' declaration of policy of this kind 
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should be made in tlie House father than to a private individual. Vtscouiit 
Curson asked if Mr. Satyamurti was not an extreme Noii-Co-Operator, and hov» 
he could come within the Secretary of State's detinitioii tiiat tlie Governinent 
would co-operate with those willing to co-operate with them. Sir Henry Crail^ 
suggested that this was precisely one of the points referred to the Joint Com- 
mittee of both House upon wliich the Report was made, and before any change 
of policy, the question should be again referred to the Joint C'oruinittee. ^^I. 
Richards made no reply, and he was again pressed both by Sir Henry Crailt ami 
Lord Wiuterton, but he contented iiiiiiself with saying that all tlu* poiniN in IJu* 
letter would be iound in Lord Olivier's speech. On Sir Henry C'raiU iukI Visi onnl 
Curzon following up the matter with further .supplementary questions, tlie Under- 
secretary of State merely stated that ho hud nothing to add to his answer 
Lord Winterton then stated that this innttcr also he would i iidcavor to raise 
on tiie adjournment of the House for the Whitsuntide Iteccss. 

Lord Winterton had another question on the (\iwnpore (\isc, which lie 
liad been pursuing for throe weeks. His real object eanic* out in a sii|»pleiiieiitar> 
miestion in which ho asked if a White Paper would be laid in the House shewing 
the ramifications of the case and the funds from which tin* d»*fencc was paiil. 
Mr. George Lansbury asked if, in publishing that While l*aper, the Under 
Secretary of State would id.so publish the evidence on which the men were con- 
victed. Mr. lainsbnry is ])articularly interested in Ibis matter, as his name 
was inirodticed in the trial and it was slated he had reecdved from llussinn Com. 
iminists a sum of ii70,()0() for the I fail u IhraUl. 

Assam liAHouit Pnom. km s. 

Mr. Snell (Jiubor) had two questions ilown to the Under-Secre. 
tary of fttato dealing with the recruitment of emigrants from the 
Ceded Districts of Madras for the Assam Tea Kstali‘s and the eomlitioiis ol labor 
there. Mr. Richards undertook to enquire into the matter if lull partieulars 
of the Questiohnaire read to intending emigrants were sent lo him. (Articles on 
this subject nave ajipeiired here in Thv Snrant aj tmha ol Ist .May. and 

elsewhere from Mr. Joshi and Mr. Andrews). 


The House of Lohdh Dkhatk. 


On JUNE Ilrd came the famous deliaU* in the Lords on the Olivier- 
Sutyamurti correspondence which had so long been rankling^ in ^ the 
hearts of the die-hard Tories. This debate in given in full on pages 701 - /o. 
The Motion before the House was in the name of I^ord Peel, wdio resented 
tlie fact that the Secretary of State should have written to a Non-( 'o-Operaitir 
and one wlio was known as a strong supporter ol the Swaraj M»»vement. Lord 
Peel said that this letter would be examined “by some of the most ingenious 
minds that you liave in the world, by lawyers of great aeiit(‘nes-., by f>er.sons who 
may be said to be the lineal de.sceiidants ol the old coinnH*nt.alors «m the ' 1*^*'!' 
sliads.” He referred to Lord Olivier’s coininent on .Mr. Lloyd (Jeorge s sferl- 
frame” speech and stalled tliat in bis opinion Mr. Lloyd George in that spoeiii 
iLsed one loose expression from wbiili at once arose u Hood ol dedin tion, <n 
speculation, and of the infcr(*nf*e, which .seenji'il to s^iggi st ^ 

Minister was going to go bairk on the ijcclaralion ol 191 <, and tin* .Ac!, ol I.IIJ, 
that the Reforms w'cre to be stayed, and that the w-ord ol («roat linlain was 


to be imperilled. . , i c 

Loru Peel said that he lyid cxainiued at the last (icneral Klection inuri.v of 
the Jjabor Declarations and Election Addresses with a view' to deenjing wdint 
their policy w'as. Fie stated that they w’cre based on the “most colossal igiroi- 
unce ” of tFie situation, but that they were all in tin! same direction a geneial 
feeling that immediate Self-Government should he grantc<l to liidiH. He w'ciiL 
on to refer to a statement jinhlished in Tin’ Vaily i rlnjraith wdiich In* presuineij 
issued by the Secretary of Stale — an indication ol how' (Jon.seryative (..abincu 
Ministers circulated their views. Lord Olivier iinmcdiutcly disclaimed any rc.s. 
ponsibility for the Ifally Tehfjrnph waitings. , ^ . t -i 

Lord Olivier sjioke for iic*arly an hour and referred to the extraordinarily 
trivial and flimsy foundation on wdiich the Motion had bwii iiitroduc<;*d into 
their Lordships’ ’Hou.se. He made ipiite a fighting K|)eech and stood by ITia 
letter. He again reiterated the fact that the Government, whik? tiny are open 
to consider any practical proposals, are not yet satisfi(!d as to what may be the 
best means for establi^liing that cl().ser contact and better understanding Uiat is 
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iiio manifestly desirable with Indian politicians of all shades of opinion. He be- 
lieves, and he reiterated the fact, that communal representation hinders the 
welding together of all the coi^onent parts of India as a Nation. He quoted 
the Southboroiigh Committee Report a.s being of the same opinion andf read 
extracts from speeches by Mr. Montagu. Mr. Ormsby-Gore and Lord Peel him- 
self to the same effect. • 

He denied that the Swarajists were anti-British or unconstitutional, and 
described the whole matter as a “Press Stunt” inspired by a suppressed complex 
of suspicion, first, of the Labor Government and, secondly, of the Swarajists. 
He described as <‘silly” Viscount Curzon’s question in the House of Commons 
as to whether the Government approved of his communicating direct with “this 
extremist leader” in India. He wag perfectly prepared at all times to give a 
civil reply to any one of any shade of opinion who wrote to him a civil letter. 
The Swarajya Party, he said, had a constitutional position and a constitutional 
riglit to be recognised as enjoying the privileges, the confidence, and the credit 
attaching to their constitutional position created for them by Pa;-liament. He 
roundly informed their Lordships that they had no business whatever to say that 
any one should have any more prejudice against a Swarajist tlian against a 
Moderate, or an Independent or aXilieral. They were all of them elected repre- 
sentatives in their various Couiicils^and they were entitled to be regarded with- 
out prejudice, either by the Government of India or by flic Government of the 
country. He repudiated entirely the theory that, because the Swarajists gavt‘ 
the Government of India a certain amount of trouble by pursuing their perfect- 
ly constitutional aim in what be considered to be a “factious and mistaken man- 
lier,” they were to be regarded as a kind of political lepers and as antagonists 
and enemies of Great Britain. 

Lahor Government’s Attitude. 

The Government’s desire was to arrive at an understanding with all parties 
and to get as much backings as they could on all political (piestions from all 
parties. From reports he had received from the Districts and otherwise, Lord 
Olivier said that unfortunately be found a tendency on the part of officers of 
the Government to regard Swarajists as treasonable persons and to treat thorn 
in a somewhat objectionable manner, subjecting them to pinpricks, to dispa- 
ragement and special treatment, regarding the Swarajist Party as the Home 
Rule Party in Ireland used to be regarded — as one with \v1ncb no respectabh* 
politician could possibly associate or have anything to do. That, he thought, 
was unfortunate. 

The Calcutta Press stunt lyas. Lord Oljyior stated, an indication of the 
“miserable temper” of supposing that Swarajists were traitorous people and 
that they were worse than other people and wanted to entrap and haniboojslc the 
Secretary of State and the Labor Party. If hv harmless letters any kind of 
better contact or nndorstniuling could be established between the Government 
and those “advanced politicians” in India, he would be exc^eodingly glad and 
would not for a moment be ashamed of what he had done. 

Lord Curzon followed in his own ponderous manner to object 
to the Secretary of State expressing his “philosophical opinions” in this way to 
politicians in India. He held that it was not the business of Secretaries of State 
to he philosophers, especially if their philosophy was published to the world in 
their letters. Ho hailed with delight the fact that at present there was no in- 
tention on tlie part of the Government to abolish the communal system of vot- 
ing. His speech was, as usual, as pompous as it '^'as dull. 

« 

House of Commons — 6 June, 1924. 

Almost the same subjects came up for another great debate in the Common^ 
just 3 days after. Earl Winterton raised the question of India on the adjonrn^- 
ment of the House on 6th June. His main objective was of course not the 
Satyamurti letter hut the Lee Report and the Reforms Enquiry Committee. ^ 
This debate is given in full pages 776 — 781. i ri 

Earl Winterton in his opening remarks said that if Mr. Lloyd George > 
attitude to Greece, on the one hand, and to Turkov, on the other *.*. 

been carried to its logical conclusion by his remaining in office, it would hav** 
gone a long way towards making the problem of the Government of India a hs'^- 
lutely impossible. Prom hLs official experience of the India Office as Lnuer- 
Secretary, he stated that there was no name of any statesman in England more 
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universally distrusted throughoul India than that of Mr. Lloyd George, than 
whose policy none could be more disastrous to the relations lK»twoen India and 
this country. 

He dealt with the letter written by Lord Olivier to Mr. Sntyamurti and 
asked the Under-Secretary to give the House an assurance that in future the 
Secretary of State would refrain from “polite letter-writing to Swarajist gentle- 
men in India” and rigidly observe the pnnvduro of communicating his views 
through the Viceroy and the Government of India. 

He then asked for an “unequivocal assurance” that there would bo no 
acceleration or retardation of the Reforms within ten years froTr.pthe passing of 
the Government of India Act. If there was any trouble on this mutter from 
the Swarajists, the Conservatives, he stated, would alter the Act, but not in 
the direction of giving the. Assembly or the Councils greater power. 

The third matter lie dealt with was tlie Serajgnnj resolution on (5opi Nath 
Saha. 

Ll.-Colonel T. Williams (Labor), who bilhoved, said tliat Lord Winter- 
ton’s Moderateness, which he averred, was of a very die-hard variety, lie dis- 
agreed with Lord Winterton’s attitude jjf mind with regard to the linlian prob- 
lem. He subscribed to everything Mr. Ilope-Simpson had said in a previous 
Debate. Things were moving very quiekly in India and the pr*)hlem was really 
a psychological one. 

He pointed out that the Reforms were wrecked h\ the Rowlatt Rill and 
show'ed the lack of imagination and uiulerstaiiding. hoili here and in the Gov- 
ernment of India on that matter. He thought we ought to live dangerously and 
gamble by advancing ibe Kefeirms so rapidly that we put the Indians thcMuselves 
up against yie difficulties of the situation. At presmil we were foreiiig our 
assistance on the Indian ])eople and in coissccpience they woidd mit listen [n us. 
The policy of getting into close toucli either hy Icttc'rs, l>.v Conterenees, or hy any 
other means, with representative Indians was, he Ixdieved, a sound policy. 

Lt. -Colonel H. M. Meyler point-ed oqt that th<‘ Labor Party were in 
favor of Home Rule for India. They had made promise's to India, and pro- 
mises to Indians were sacred. Ho thought the Lalxir Party slionhl go forward 
boldly and redeem their promises and urged that thev make a clear and definite 
declaration of their policy towards India hefnro tlie antuinii races. Colonel 
Meyler, of course, is ciuite aware that his own Parly is not at all niiitc'd on this 
matter, and that if tncy were, there would he no difiic idty in not only making* 
the declaration, but also of carrying it irilo efiect. in tin’s Parliainc*nt . He* 
pointed out the constitutional uttitiicle of the Swarajists in refusing the Rnclgc*! 
on the w'ell-knowui and acceptc'd British principle of (iriewaneos before' Supply. 

He urged the early appointment of a Royal Cbnnnission. He spoke of the' 
Bengal Resolutions condoning an act of murder and rcgrc'tted Inis, hut he 
thought it unwise of Lord Winterton to bring up the matter at this tiiiM*. The* 
pot should not call the kettle black, r.iid in an Knglisli Court, only the' prc'vious 
day a Judge had seen fit to condone ca.ses of violence of that sort. 

The Under-Secrotary of State for India (Prof. R. Richards), in 
reply, reminded Lord Winterton that the Swaraiya Party was essentially a 
pacific party of non-violence. Viscount Ciirzon a.skcd if that applic'd to the* 
party led hy Mr. C. R. Das, to whicli Mr. Richards replic'cl that it clicl, ninl 
that the Swarajya Party was as constitutional as the Liberal, Moderate or In- 
dependent Party. 

We have to recognise, Mr. Richards said, that tf>e Swarajists have been 
returned to the As.scmbly in a perfectly constitutional manner. Thc*y rorin the? 
majority of the Members, he said, in that Asseinhly. They wc're in that 
Assembly in exactly the same position a.s the Conservatives in the House <)f 
Commons. They were His Majesty’s Opposition as fur as the LegislMtiv<? 
Assembly is concerned, and when the Secretary of Stale received a h'tter from 
a Member of the Legislative A.ssembly, it was only natural tliat be slionld reply 
to it. 

Neither Mr. RICHARDS nor any one else .seemed to notice that the Swara- 
jists as such had no actual majority in the Assembly, nor the fa(;t that Mr. 
Satyamurti is not a Member of that A.ssembly, but of tlie Madras Legislativfe 
Council. That, however, did not affect the main lines of bis argu.nent. The 
letter, he added, in reply to an interrogation from Lord Winterton, gave no 
Indication of a change of policy, but merely expressed the well-known views of 
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the Secretary of State and many prominent members of all political parties 
here. The letter was “not even a decent storm in a teacup. “ 

This was the third debate on India in the Commons and Mr. George 
Larisbury had intended to speak, but found that there was no opportunity, as 
he did not manage to catch the Speaker's eye — Sir Kingsley Wood being palled 
on to open up another subject of llehate after the Under-Secretary for' India 
had spfdten. Mr. Lansbury protested then to the Deputy Speaker who was in 
the chair, and later to the Speaker, but, being Friday, it was necessary by the 
Rules of the House that tliey rise not later than four o’clock in the aHernoon, 
so that, as the Speaker explained, he had to try to divide the times as fairly 
as he could between the different subjects for discussion that had been intimated 
to him. So the debate closed automatically. 

The great sensation of the week was the O’Dwyer-Nair trial and verdict 
(see ponfp). When the House reassembled after the recess on June 16. a nuinbor 
of questions were put on the Order Paper with reference to the onensive re- 
marks of Mr. Justice McOardie in his summing up in that ease. Mr. George 
lianslniry had put down a motion asking that a hiimhlc Address be presented 
to His Majesty praying that he will cause the removal from the Bench of 
Justice McCardie on tlio ground that “ he is unfitt<‘d to carry out the judicial 
duties attaching to his high office.” Mr. Lansbury asked of the Prinu* 
Minister to give a day for this motion, but a clever manoeuvre only broimlit 
out a statement from Mr. Macdonald, and the matter was dropped as given 
Oil pages 782-.‘L 

This closes the record of affairs up to .lime. The folhnving pages give a 
reproduction from HANSARD of the more important debates and inter- 
pellations on India. • 
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T he J Ait o* Shooting; Affair. 


SOUSE OF COU31ONS—10 MARCS, tm. 


V ^ 1 *^^ *®*''1?**' *•" •* OomiBwi* •djoarnlng, Mr. Atoigl UtMbarf 

kNvglit ta IiiMu foMUnit, ipaeUlIy ot the •hooting ^Uw at Jaito, batM« tka Han^ 


^ Mr. LAMSBURY said; — 1 do not apoloKise to the House, except to those 
Hmbera who are very tired, for bringing forward the question 1 propose to 
bring forward during the period, that is allowed to Members at this stage. 
They are all in connection with India, and I would like to point out that tlie 
people of India consist of some a(M),(M)0,00() persons, who are more or less under 
the charge of tUs House. At any rate, this House is responsible in the last 
resort for the aaministralion of affairs in that country. There are three 

matters to which I wish to call the attention of the Under-Secretary of State 
for India and esich of them arises out of th^ answers fj^iven to questiona yea* 
terday. . One concerns the disturbances at Jaito, another is in connection with 
the Bomljay strike^ and the last is the refusal to alU»r tho decision that no 
Round Table Conference shall he hold between those representinK the British 
Government and the nationalists of India. 

I would like to say to my lion. Friends on these lienehes that wo have a 
particular respoiisihility to our Indian fellow Niihjects in the matter of trade 
unionism, and also in the matter of frtH.»dom of speech, freedom of proco.*ision, 
and so on. We have welcomed Indians over here to the Trade Tiiion ConficreHs 
and to the national Labour .Party (\>nferences, nncl ayiuin and afsniii we have 
pledge ; the^n our .support, not to independence apart from the British Kmpiro 
or B . millions, hut as a free jmrlner with ourselvoK in a federation of free 
people. It seems to me that with a Labour (loverninent in office we have a 
hifiger responsibility than if we were sitting on tho other side of the House. I 
am not one of those who think that tvetylhing can he done in a momonl, or 
in six or seven wrecks, but it seems to me that the new snirit that the labour 
Government is supposed to represent should express itself in its relationship 
with the people of India. 

Thk Jaito Bhootino. 


A few Mreeks ago a di.sturbaiice took place in coiinectiuii, V am told, with* 
some religious observancc.s and some people in this country, and. 1 dare say, in 
this House, will think it is* impossible in a country like India to keep the 
various sects at peace with one another, 1 would reiiiind all sclf-rignteous 
Christians on this subject that tiu.ie is .such a place as Belfast in the North of 
Ireland, and that in other p.irts of Ireland, and in our own country, very often 
in Liverpool and other parts, there are religious disturViaiires and that it is not 
only ir India where religious bigotry and intoleraneo are to he found. In tho 
case that T want to^bring to the notice of the House, the disturbances took 
place, the IJnder-iSecretary told me yesterday, because the people wh«) had 
gathered together to perform a religious ohservonre carried anus. A.s a result, 
21 of them were killed, Jill w’ere wounded, and, 1 Indieve, 7(MI of lliein arc in 
prison at the present moment. But the extruordiimry thing is that we arc 
told there were great crowds of people, anti the |>olice were hemtneti in, but 
not a single policeman or soldier was iniured. The l'nder-S«.*cretury himself, 
in his answer yesterday told n^e that iiobodjv on our side was injur<‘d at all, and 
yet there were 21 people killed and IIJ wounded. The whole benefit of tho 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms was vitiated by the Amritsar riiassacre, and bo- 
caiiae of the failure of the Home (government to take proper ineaKure.s in deal- 
ing with those re.sponsible. I hold in my hand a telegram, of which, 1 am 
tola by an Hon. Member who is an authority on Intliu, T ought not to tako 
a^y notice, but 1 am going to read part of it to the House, because I fool 
that it docs explain to .some extent wdiy no one was injiired^ on the side of the 
* authorities, ana these people, who w'ere supposed to be violent, and taking 
violent action against tne authorities, w^ere killed. The telegram has comok to 
me from Mr. D. Chairian Lall, Secrejary of the Indian Trade Union Congress. 

I am sure we on these beriche.s must he very glad to know that they have 
advanced so far in India that they have a tmde union congress now. He is 
also a member of the Legislative Assembly. I hope the Labour Government will 

91 
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lieifi tlu| trade unioa eeuse in Indie to the Tery utmost extent. But tiiis is ’shat 
lie •ays: ...... e . . t 

**1^110 Jatha was pledged to non-violence. Not a single indmdnal .elong- 
ing to the Jatha or any follower carried any firearms. The false r/*port in 
this connection originated from the fact that the procession of Akalis was 
accompanied by exhibition fireworks, as is the case with all such proc^ions. 
The noise of the fireworks was construed by the authorities to have been rifie or 
gun fire. Although the crowd and the Jatha was absolutely unarmed yet a 
senseless butchery of innocent men and spectators took place, and the Secretary 
of State was furnished with false information. Further, the Government never 
alleged that a single firearm was captured from the Jatha or the crowd, con- 
clusively proving the falsity of the information furnished.** 

If *a great crowd carry firearms, surely the authorities would be able to 
pick up some of them, especially when they topk 700 people prisoners and 
managed to kill the number 1 have stated, in that connection 1 want to ask 
the Under-Secretary to ask the Secretary of State to request the Vicer^ to 
order a full and impartial inquiry into this matter, so as to get it out of the 
minds of Indians that the life of an Indian, especially an Indian agitator, is 
very cheap. 1 think you must establish somehow in the mind of the Fndian a 
feeling that at least the British Parliament do value the life even of poorest 
Indian. 

Bohi*a< Strike. 

Coming to the Bombay strike, we on these benches know, and so do hoii. 
and right hon. Gentlemen everywhere know, that when there is a strike or 
lock-out — and 1 understand this is a lock-out-— when men are hungry, and when 
there is to be an attempt to get the men back, the employers ofiering some 
inducement, there arc nearly always crowds doing mass picketing. My infornm- 
tion is that mass picketing was taking place in exactly the same manner that it 
would in this country in order to induce men not to go back to work. It 
is said the police were stoned, and that there was an enormous number 
men. That there were 150,000 on strike or lock-out. it is said they hemmed the 
police in, and yet that tremendous mass of people's stone-throwing only injured 
one policeman. That was the answer of trie Under-Secretary yesterday. No 
one knows who were injured or who got away. It seems to me that there is not 
the slightest evidence of much stone-throwing or that the police or the soldiers 
.were in any danger but it does prove that, as in the case of the other distur- 
bances, the authorities were quite eager to fire on an unarmed people. There 
is no question of anyone being armed there. It is a question of stone-throwing 
and we reply to that by shooting them down. The Under-Secretary yesterday 
could not tell me what was the cause of the strike, but 1 should think that, 
especially Lancashire Members here, who depend very largely for their business 
on India, would want a full inuuiry as to the cause that drives 150,000 men fo 
throw up their work. 1 am told from trade union sources that the men were 
being expected to live on a 40 per cent, reduction in wages, thal^the bonus 
so-called was a grant-in-aid of their wages 1'; makf; up lor deprecTation in 
currency. Whether this was so or not. w^e ’vaiit to know what are the liard con- 
ditions of labour that drives 150,000 men out into the streets and keeps them 
there — ^because this has been going on for wrecks. .T think we 'are entitled to 
ask the Under-Secretary to give the Mouse full particulars. I repeat again, 
in this connection, that we ought to insist oii a full and impartial inquiry into 
the firing on crowds. That seems to be quite t^e usual thing. I know that 
there are some people who think that the proper way to keep crowds in order 
is to ove^’awe them. That*is the wrong ivay. The right w^ay to deal any people 
who have grievances is to remove the grievances. There ought to be some 
effort made to g^et this dispute settled on decent terms. 

The last point is that these people of wdiom 1 am talking are really and 
literally starving. I would call the attention of everybody in this House to the 
fact that the ‘ Times of India,’ which is not u Nationalist or Socialistic journal, 
but a sober organ of sober opinion — (Hon .members:. ‘Hear, hear’) — Yes, 1 am 
usinj^ your own language — this journal has put it on record that the people are 
definitely starving to-day in connection with this dispute. This is a matter for 
the House to consider, as to whether that condition of things ought to remain 
or whether the Secretary of State ought not to cable out at once, and for this 
reason — that the ‘ Times of India ’ says what our newspapers very often say, 
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thiit because the men are locked out, or because they are oo strikei the Go?* 
ernment cannot do anything for them. In this country we would not allow 
people to starve to death under any circumstances, and I do not think that 
we ought to do it in India. Why 1 am so expressive in this matter is because 
friends who have come back from India — who are going backwards and forwards 
— some, have arrived within the last few weeks — are impressing upon eveirbody 
they come in contact with that the situation in India is very grave, and that 
unless something is done, and that quickly, we shall probably have the sort of 
upheaval that we had at the Mutiny. 


Round Table Conference. 


It happens that Mr, Sastri, one of the most moderate men 1 have ever met 
from India, has also not only written but telegraphed to me that the appeal 
of the Indian Legislative Assembly for a Round Table Conlerenco between 
some of tlie representatives of the British Ooiiiicil should lie amnled to for the 
reasons 1 have given. I heard somebody laugh just now f But 1 sat up in that 
Gallery and heard many Mtmibers laugh when Mr. (iladstone said that the 
‘sands were running out’ in coiiiieetion with Ireland. Many memliers who 
laugh to-day know pow true were Mr. Gladstone's words and know what a 
bitter running out it meant. Justice was not done while there was yet time. 
It is because I feel that India is in the same iiosition that I am raising this 
question here to-night. I am not one of those who want to spread what is 
called self-determination for every nation. We have sent Kiiropo to the devil 
in following that policy. I believe in the unification of the nations, one with 
another. I believe in eacli nation finding its own self-expression in the coni- 
munity of other nations, and the Indian poojde are willing to join with us in 
building up, civilization, but yon must treat them as equal partners. You 
cannot go on treating tliem as a dependent nation. My point is that on Moii- 
ddy the Budget was refused *ii tlie Legislative Assembly and an iiidiuii said to 


me 


‘Your people may shoot ns dow'ii and bring machine gun.s and aoroplanes. 
They can run their machine pins tlirongh tJie streets, but they cannot kill our 

They have recognised ai J hud u discussion with the leader of the Nationalist 
party and they have made heir protest hoping that the people of Britain will 
respond to it because they want to reinnin constitutionally part of the British 
Dominions. They ask us to meet tlienri ar* und a table to disi’iiss bow we cun* 
ve them a little more self-govcrnmect. 1 want the Government to change 
•.^eir disposition, and to meet these peC|»le n order that peace may be preserved 
in jj^ndia and that India may in that wa> become a real gem in the lioiniiiions 
of uiis great Empire. 


s: 


Prof. Richards’ Reply. 


The Uhder-Secretary of State for India (Mr. RICHARDS): In the very 
few minutes at my disposal the House will not ex|)ect me to coyer the whole 
of the ground covered by my Hon. Friends. T cannot help recalling the words 
of Macaulay, that an injustice, whether done in this country or in India, is 
the same. Here the case is exactly the same, and no one rejtjiceK more than 
myself in that spirit. I sympathise entirely with what ho “““J, 
attitude of the Government toviards the very difficult question of the Government 
of India. I am sure the Government is full of sympathy with the 
placed before tffls House by sucee.s.sive Governments for the last 40 ,vws that 
eventually it is the intention of this country to give full and complete self- 
government to "the great Dominion of India. i m 

- To come to sonw of the points referred to hy m.v ><on. 
turned, in the first place, the Bombay strike. I am able to add a hWe to the 
, information which I was able to give to the House yesterday. I am 
not from any telegram that the Government lias received 
ment of India, but I am quoting tl^ words of the leader V® 

is a man named Joseph Bapti.sta. He was in this case ^ 

wilderness, because the men have struck against his advice. The 
arose over the question of the mill-owners declining to consent to ® Donus ^ 
the operatives this year. They gjivc notice apparently that this year tney 
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would diiootttiiiue tlie boOUi whi<ai li«d b^u^^id for ^ nSkAZf^Jl 

That lueunt a reduction in wa^ of sometl '^^lS lihe 8.3 i^r cent. Thesu are 
fiffitfee ffiven by Baptieta himBeTf, and his arfcument against a striae was this ; 
He point^ out to the men that these millownera are manufacturera and mer- 
chants, and not philanthropists, and that elearlj' it was not tlie right time to 
strike. ♦ . ^ 

As^nst the opinion of their leader, however, the strike began, apparently 
at one mill, on 17th January, when 2,600 men came out on stxike. Tim result 
was, as has been already mentioned, that the millowners decided to cIom the 
rest of the mills for certain period, and by 20th January 73 of the 76 mills in 
Bombay were closed and, as I saia yesterday, 160j000 p^ple were thrown out 
of employment. The Governor of Bombay immediately "prepared to nominate 
a committee to arbitrate, and this position was brought to the notice of the 
men. 1 ought to say that at first tne mill-owners were unwilling, but by the 
end of February apparently they were willing to arbitrate. By that time, hoa'- 
ener, there had been some change in the position, and the riot, of which I 
gave a full account yesterday, was the direct resnlt of an offer on part of 
some of the men to go back without any coffdif'vns at all. 1 ^m sorry toat 1 
cannot add anything to the details 1 gave yesterday, because, by reading a 
telegram, 1 then put the House in possession of all the information that we 
have at the moment. 

To turn to the other regrettable incident, the question of the firing: this 
is really a very intricate and a very difficult situation, a combination, that is 
to say, of religious fanaticism and political intrigue. Wo all know and have 
cause to respect the Sikhs because of their intense loyalty for a great number 
of years to this country, and the Sikhs are certainly one of the proudest na- 
tions which are associated vrith our great Kmpire. It is difficult frorn the little 
experience 1 have had, as far as 1 can see, to distinguish exactly between 
their religion and that of the Hindus generally, but they emphasise certain 
points, and they are particularly anxious and fierhaps carry th-.>Ge points to an 
extreme. During the last 20 or 30 years the spirit of leltgion in the Sikh 
community has seriously declined, and about 1920 there was ah honest attempt 
made to recover the position and to revive the Sikh religion once again. 
During^ that period, when religion had fallen behind hand rather among the 
Sikhs, it so happened that the sacred places had become the property of other 
people of whom they disapproved, and one thing that they determined upon was 
to recover these sacred shrines once again. That meant, of course, coming into 
conflict with the people who were in possession of the shrines at the time. 

The real difficulty of the Government of India, as- far as I understand it, is 
to keep the peace between these two antagonistic elements among the Sikhs 
themselves. It is an exceedingly difficult position for a foreign Government to 
try and keep the ^eace between two wrangling religions Itodies. The Govern- 
ment has attempted ajgain and again to get an agreement between them by 
setting up a board which would in some way adjust the differences, but hitherto 
without success. The result of that was the passing of the Shrines Act, as it 
is called, in^ 1922, setting up a board consisting of the two sections of the Sikh 
community in order to deal with this particular question but that has not been 
operative. 

It being half past Eleven of the Clock, Mr. Speaker adjoxirned the House 
xmth out Question put, pursuant to the. Standing Order. 
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Indian Univsrsxtt Standard Lower t 

Colonel Sir CHARLES YATE asked the Under-Secretary of State for India 
what steps are being taken to raise the standard re<|uired for entrance to 
tmiversity colleges in India so as to restrict the number ot university students 
to those whose abilities and equipment fitted them to profit by the courses ot 
study laid down, to put a stop to the present system of cheap degrees and easv 
stanaards, and to put Indian uiiivorsit 3 ’ standards on the same level as British 
university standards P 

The UNDER-SECRETAHY OF STATE FOR INDIA (Mr, RICHARDS): 
As I informed the hon. and gallant Mem^'er in reply to a similar question on 
10th March, full information is contuiir-a in u Report which Is shortly to be 
presented to Parliament. 

Sir C. Yate: Is it not the eas' tnat students have to romo to an English 
university in order to get a prop;*- degree, and why should they not lie ahle 
to get a proper degree in India P 

Mr. R icnards: 1 would ask the turn, and gulluni Member to await the 
Report. 

Bengal Budget G»ants — Rejection. 

Lieut.-Colonel HOWARD-BURY uKk<?d the rnder-Seerotar.v of State for 
India whether his attention has been drawn to the rejei'tioii of the V'ote for 
Ministers’ salaries, which is one of the transferred services, by the Bengal 
Council; wlfether he intends to allow this service to be resttired to the roMorved 
side and thus enable the Governor to restore the grant; and wliether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to the action of the legislature in the United Provinces 
who have prevented all development aud improvement schemes for the benefit of 
the people in the provinces from being carried outP 

Mr. RICHARDS: As regards Bengal 1 am aware that the vote for Minis- 
ters’ salaries has been rejected, but 1 think that the hon. and gallant Member 
will agree, on reflection that the solution he sug|i 4 >Kts is not feasible under the 
constitution. It is understood that if iioccssi^v ’ arises, the Governor will ad- 
minister the transferred subjects and ho rcspcnsihle for them. 1 have no ron<« 
firmation of any such situation as is siiggesiod in the third part of the question 
as having occurred in the United Provinces. 

Mr. ORMSBY-GORE: lii view of the rejection by the Bengal Council of 
the grant for the British Empire Exhibition, will the Governor have power to 
restore it? 

Mr. RICHARDS : 1 must ask for notice of that question 

Earl WINTERTON : Am 1 to understand that the Goverr. ,r in taking over 
these transferred services will have money available in order o curry them on? 
I. understand there is no money. 

Lieut. Colonel HOWARD-BURY' ; Is the Governor going to take over these 
transferred services? 

Mr, RICHARDS : I understand so. 

Earl WINTERTON : Do 1 uiider*>tHnd the Under-Secretary to assi^nt to my 
proposition that the Governor has no money for carrying on these transferred 
services P 

Mr, RICHARDS: I musft ask for notice of that f|uestion. 

Lieut.-Colonel HOWARD-BURY asked the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether he is aware that, as the result of the Swarajist campaign in 
Bengal, the whole of the province has by the vote of the Council been deprived 
of police, law courts, ana gaols and wliether he is aware of tbo manifesto of 
Roy issued from Berlin and addressed to congress, advocating the destruction 
of the councils from within; and what steps the Government propose to take 
• to defeat this policy? 

Mr. RICHARDS: I am aware that Budget grants under a number of 
heads, including jails and administration of justice, have Iieen rejected by 
narrow majorities by the Bengal Council, and that the grant for police has bedn 
reduced but I have no reason to suppose that the effect has been or will bo 
that supposed by the hon. and gallant Memlier. As regards the second part of 
the ^ueotion the manifesto referred to is dated Decemlier, 1922, and was pub- 
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^ tir.te. It waf not noticed by Congress that met m that month. My 
Noble Friend understands that the Government of India are taking all steps 
that they mp' ider necessary to deal with Roy's independence propaganda. 

Eari • WIJNTERTON : Can the bon. Gentleman say whether the Governor 
of Bengal, who seems to be primarily concerned, has restored these Votes that 
the Council has refused to vote? If so, how does he propose to carry oa the 
service mentioned in the question? 

Mr. RICHARDS: I must ask the Noble Lord to give me notice of that 
question. 


Ex-Mahauajah of Nabha. 

Mr.' MACKENZIE asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether 
he has decided to allow the King of Nabha, who recently abdicate as the re- 
sult of pressure put upon him by the Government of India, to state his case in 
this country ? 

Mr. RICHARDS : If the hon. Member’s question refers te the ex- 
Maharajah of Nabha, the answer is in the negative. 

East India and Great Indian Peninsular Railwais, 

Sir C. YATE asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether it is 
proposed to proceed with the placing of the East India and Great Indian Pen- 
insular Railways under State management in view of the position in the Legis- 
lative Assembly and 'jhe danger to the safety of passengers and the maintenance 
of the service that r ill arise should the present management be weakened under 
their control ? 

Mr. RICHARbS: My Noble Friend does not consider that tnfere is any 
reason to modify the decision to place the East India and Great Indian Penin- 
sular Railways unier State management. 

Sir C. lATE: Is the hon. Gentleman not aware that the manager of the 
Egyptian railways has resigned because the Minis^ier there had taken all the 
power out of his hands, and is the same thing to occur in India? 

Army (Britissi Officerv*). 

Sir PHILIP SASSOON asked the Under-SkxTetary of State for India 
whether he is aware that great and increasing anxiety exists amon^ British 
officers of the Indian Army regarding the future of their service and their Future 
prospects therein and wdiether he can give them any assurance that no changes 
will be made in the establishment or administration of the Indian Army ad- 
versely affecting their careers therein or that if such changes are made adequate 
compensation will be given them for any resulting loss of employment or oppor- 
tunity for advancement or pension? 

Mr. RICHARDS : I do not think that present conditions give occasion for 
any such anxiety as the hon. Member refers to, and I cannot give assurances 
with regard to a contingency which in any case is remote. Officers affected by 
the recent reductions in the Indian Army received liberal treatment, and If 
similar measures are found necessary in the future I imagine that they will be 
carried out by the Government in a similar spirit. 

Mr, WARDLAW-MILNB : Do I understand the hon. Gentleman to say 
that there is practically no case for anxiety for British officers? That is an 
extraordinary statement. 

Tanganyika (Trade Ordinaces). 

Sir ROBERT HAMILTON asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
in what language British-Indian traders in Tanganyika territory will be re-, 
quired to keg> their books under the amended Trade Ordinances? 

Mr, THOMAS : Traders of all nationalities may keep their ordinary , 
accounts in any language they please, but for the purposes of the Trades 
Licensing Ordinance they are required to submit evidence in a form intelligible 
to, the licensing authority sufficient to show the amount of their profits. The 
accounts necessary for thw purpose will have to be, as from the 1st of April 
1926 (but not before) rendered in English, French or Swahili, but this require- 
ment will not apply to ^he smaller traders whose profits do not exceed £150. 
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Sir B. HAJif ELTON : Ib the right faoa. Gentleman aatiaiied that a differ, 
entiation or wat sort, to the prejudice of ilritisk. Indian Bubieets, is in aocoN 
dance wiim Jlie mandate under which wo administer the temtoryf 

Nativrb (Taxation and WribFarb). 

Sir ROBE2RT HAMILTON asked the Secretary of State tor the Colonies it 
he can state the amount of revenue from hut and poll-tax estimated for Kenya 
for 1924-26 and the amount estimated to be R|.6nt durinji^ the same period uti 
education, medical service, and other purposes speciallv directed to the welfare 
of the native population of the colony? « 

Mr. THOMAS: The estimated revenue from native hut and poll tax for 
1924 is £608,860. In the case of many departments of the Kenya liovernmont, 
it is not possible to say what proportion of the total expenditure sTiould bo re- 
garded as specially directed to the welfare of the native population, but about 
1H),000 of the Medical Department Vote and— 30,(KK) of the Kducation Depart- 
ment Vote may be debited to native welfare w ork. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS--7th APltlLy mk. 

Dkprksskd Classks. 

Mr, HOPK SIMPSON asked the Under-Seeretary of State for India 
whethe* any memoer of the depressed cla-ss^ has been nominated as member of 
the Liigislative Assembly of the Government of India; if not^ wdietlior any 
vacancy exists to which a member of these classes might bo nominated; and 
whether it is the intention of the (Jovernment of India to provide for repro- 
aentation of these classe.s by nomination to the Assembly? 

Mr. RICHARDS : No niembc** of the depressed classes has been nominated 
to the Legislative Assembly, and ax, present no vaciincy exists, lint tlie Gover- 
nor-General (with whom personally the right of noininntion rests) informs mo 
that he would certainly conaider the (claims of these (‘lasses should a vaconcy 
occur. 

Provincial Govkrnmknts. 

Captain W. BENN asked the Under-Becretnry of 8tntc for India whether 
seeing that four Provincial Goyeriiments in India have denianded the separa- 
tion of the executive and judicial functions of (lovenimeiit, and that this de- 
mand has been put forward by the fureinu.st representatives of Indian puhlib 
opinion through Kucc0.ssive Indian national t'ongre.sKes from 188(5 to lOH* and 
that the Government of India undertook to provide muchim^ry to curry out the 
demand of the four provincial Gcivernments, lie can state wdteii it is intended 
that this undertaking will be carried out? 

Mr. RICHARDS : It is not possible to give at present any undertaking as 
to the date or precise nature of the steps to he taken to sc^curo preparation. 

Internments in Bengal. 

Captain W. BENN asked the Under-Secretary of State for Jiidiii wdudher 
he is aware that the cases of people recently interned under Bctign) Regulation 
3 of 1818 were examined only by two Sessions Judges ordinarily under the 
control of the Executive Government, and not by independent Judges of the 
High Court as was stated by the Vic^eroy in bis spee(rb at tbe opening of tbe 
l^islative Assembly at Delhi on 31st January, 1924 and wbetber, under the 
circumstances, be will order tbeir release or an op(m trial? 

Mr. RICHARDS: Tbe cases were examined by two Senior Sassions Judges 
and the misapprehension of tbe Viceroy was siibsecjnently set right by inter- 
pellations in tne Legislative Assembly. 1 .see no reason to doubt that the Judges 
were entirely competent to perform the duty entrusted to them, and I resent 
the implied slur cast by the bon. and gallant Memlier on tbe impartiality of 
judical officers who cannot defend tbem.selves against such criticism. The reply 
to the last part of tbe question is in tbe negative. 

Army Units (Indianisation). 

Captain EDEN asked the Uridcf-ftccretary of State for India how m^y 
King’s commissioned Indian rffit^ers have been transferred since June, 1923, to 
the four regiments and four battalions to he Jndianised; and what the total 
number of such officers in those units now i.s ? 



; ^ Mr. RICHAEM: i am unable to aay aetwtely without reference to the 
' Goyerhiiient of India, but feem a r^erenoe to tbe Army List and Gasettea of 
India it would upbear that six Indian officers with King’s oommissiimB hare 
been transferred to Indianised units and that there are now nine such in these 
units. 

OmciALB (Pbbbs Attackb). ' >• 

Sir (X YATE asked the Under-Secretary of State for India if his attention 
has been called to the manner in which mischievous falsehoods are spread 
amongst ignorant people by the Indian Press, and every official who is called 
upon to accept responsibility in maintaining order is held up to obloquy^ and 
whether „ he will now consult the Government of India as to tbe advisability of 
bringing in legislation to put a stop to this state of affairs? 

Mr. RICHARDS : The more important contents of the Indian journals are < 
brought to my notice every week. There are^ no doubt, articles that could ^ 
accurately described in the terms used in the question. But when papers com- 
mit an offence or an actionable wrong, the Courts of Law are freely used against 
them and 1 do not consider that special legislation is called for. 

Sir C lATE: Did the hon. Gentleman see the disgraceful statements in 
the Indian Press quoted by Mr. McPherson in the Bihar Legislative Council, 
and iirill he take steps to put a stop to the publication of such matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: ’’ cannot accept that as a Supplementary Question. 

Ecuopean Government Officers’ Association. 

Mr. BAKER asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether the 
European Government Officers’ Association gave evidence in India before the 
Lee Commission on the public Services; when such Association wascformed and 
for what purpose; and whether it had any activities prior to this Commission 
being set upr 

Mr. RICHARDS' I do not yet know whether this Association gave evi- 
dence before the So.val Commission. It was formed in 1922. I can let the 
hon. Member have a cony of its oiiginal rules if he desires. 

Earl WINTERTON: Was this Association formed with the approval both 
of the Government of India and the Secretary of State? 

Mr. RICHARDS » Yes, I think so. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS--UTH APRIL, im. 

Mill-Stf ike — Cawnporb. 

Mr. WARDLAW-MILNE asked the Under-Secretary of State for India 
whether he can give the House any details of the mill strike at.Cawnpore which 
is reported to have resulted in three persons being killed and M injured? 

Mr. MILLS asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to the bring on strikers at Cawnpore; whether the 
mounted police were beating the strikers with sticks or canes before there was 
any attempt at stone throwing by the men; and whether attempts were made 
by the Government to find out the men’s grievances before armed police help 
was given to the mill-owner? 

Mr. LANSBURY asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whetlier he 
has any further information to give to the House as to the causes of the labour 
troubles which have taken place at Cawnpore; whether any more deaths have 
occuri^d;« will he state how many police or other official persons were injured 
before the firing on the crowd took place; are steps now being taken by the 
Indian Government to investigate the causes w^hich have brouf^it about those 
industrial conflicts; and what steps are being taken to prevent a repetition of 
the same? 

The UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA (Mr. Richards): Nft 
further official information has been received up to the present as to the strikes 
and the resulting; aiBcurbance, "beyond what was *giv« 5 i in reply to * 
a oiiestion o’.i April. I am hoping to receive fuller information 

wjiich 1 will communicate to the House. With regard to the last 
two parts of my hon. Friend’s question as to the steps taken by the Indian 
Gknrepnment, I may explain that the subject of labour disputes is one of those 
for which, under the Rules ma^e under the Government of India Act, respon- 
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^ibiiiijr raifi with provincial goWnmonts^ The subject receirea the tpiiat»ot 
#1^ anxioua attention of these governments, and periodioi^ reports aro trans* 
ittitted by mail to the Secretary of State. He will, however, communicate the 
aumitaation contained in the last part of the question to the Government of 
India, with a vmw to their considering whether there is any occasion for con* 
suiting* provincial governments as to the utility of further inquiry into the 
causes of these disputes, and into the pracycability and desirability of devising 
measures that mignt tend towards diminishing the risk of their occurrence, 

Mr^ MILLS : Is tlie hon. Gentleman yet in receipt of the report of the 
Director of Labour in Bombay? If so, is it a fart that the reserves held up 
by the millowners of Bombay are 3(K) per c»ent. above those of any previous year, 

Mr. RiCHAKDS: There is another question further on, 1 understand, 

^ about the report. 

Public Srrvic;ks (Royal Commission). 

Mr. SCURR asked the ITnder-Kecrctary of State for Tiulia a'hether his 
attention has been drawn to the statement made by the Home Member on be- 
half of the Government of India in the Lecislntivo Assembly on 1st March 
last that they had not been consulted ubf)ut the appoiiitmcnts of the reporting 
staff to the Royal Commission on' the Public iServitvs; that the (■oyernment 
of India was satisfied that Indian reporters were competent and available for 
this work, and that Indian reporters had been utilised in connection with other 
commissions of inquiry, c.f/., the Industrial (\nninissio.n. the l‘'is(‘al Commission, 
the Reforms Commission, and the Hunter Commission, and Oiat a public 
protest meeting had been hold protesting against the bringing out of English 
reporters: whether it is the policy of the India OfliCH' to make such appoint- 
ment. without consulting the (jnvernniciil of India when the pay is (‘barged to 
the Indian tax-payer; and whether he will give uii assurance that in fiituro 
the Government of India will he (‘onsiiltcd before any kikIi appointments are 
made? 

Mr. RICHARDS: The reporting arrangemoj^t for Royal Csunmissions ore 
a matter on which the Chairman is always ('OiiKidiod. and 1 understood that in 
this case the Chairman particularly asked that reporters should be taken out 
from this country. I have seen the statement to which my hon. Friend refers. 
My Noble Friend has not yet received the communication which the Govorninent 
of India promised should be made to him, hut will of course consider most care- 
fully any representations that they may wish to make. ' 

* PUHLK? AcrOUNTS. 

Mr. HOPE SIMPSON asked rndcr-Sec retary of Stale for India wlietlior 
the home accounts of the Secretary of State and the accounts of the High Com- 
missioner are subjected to review by the Public Accounts Committee in India 
or by what authority? 

Mr. RICHARDS: The accounts df the High Commissioner are laid Iwfore 
the Public Accounts Committee in India. They arc also includi'd in the paper 
relating to the Home Expenditure aiinually siihmitted to Parliament, ruder 
Section 26 of the Government of India Act, the accounts of th(‘ Secretary of 
State in Council are laid before Parliament (*ach year, and tln*y are also laitJ 
before the Public Accounts Committee in India. 

Budget. 

Mr. MILLS asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether, in view 
of the fact' that in India mor« than 50 per cent, of the total Indian liiidget is 
non-votable by the members ot the Indian Legislative Assembly, it is .proposoU 
to take steps to make all the Budget votalile >»y the Assembly. 

. Mr. RICHARDS: The course suggest(*d by the hon. Member would 
involve amendment of the Government of India Act. No proposal lor this pur- 
pose has been made. , ^ 

• Mr. MILLS: Have any representations been made by r(»p resen tat ive 
Indians? .... 

• Mr. RICHARDS: T am not aware of that, but I will make inonmes. 

Mr. SCURR asked the Under-Secn^tarv of State for India wdiether any 

recent Amendment has been made or published in India of the statutory rules 
under Section 67 B of the Government of India Act; whether the Inman L^is- 
lative Assembly had been consulted; and when the Secretary of State s sanction 
Applied for and obtained? 
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Mr. BICHARDS: My hon. Friend is presumably referring to Aibend- 
ments of the Indian Legislative Rules to provide a suitable procedure for deal- 
ing with Bills recommended or certified under Section 67 B of the Act. Amend- 
ments with this object have been made by the Government of India with the 
sanction of the Secretary of State in Council and were' published in India on 
iSth March. In pursuance of the statute they are now being laid before both 
Hotises of Parliament. So far as 1 am aware, the Assembly was not consulted. 

Reforms (Inquiry). 

Mr. SCURR asked the 'Under-Secretary of State for India whether the 
Government will consider the desirability of associating with the inquiry pro- 
posed by the Government of India into the working of the reforms some non- 
ofBcial Members or Ministers who have had actual experience of such working P ' 

Mr. RiCiiAUDS : This question had been mentioned in correspondence 
with the Government of India, but that Government have not yet made any 
final recommendation with regard to it. 

Press Propacanua. 


Colonel Sir CHARLES YATE asked the Under-Secretary of State for 
India vdiether his attention has been called to the danger of the propaganda 
disseminated in the Indian Press by the extremist agitator, as quoted in the 
Behar and Orissa Legislative Council in which the Government of India is 
described as a cruel oppressor and a cunning exploiter, that its Hands were 
stained with blood, that it dishonoured women and massacred children, and 
that the Government and all its works must be forthwith ended; and whether 
he will consult the Government of India with a view to the reintt'oduction of 
the Press Law which was repealed two or three years ago? 

Mr. RICHARDS : I have not seen any report of the nature mentioned in 
the question; but I would again remind the hon, and gallant Member that the 
Courts in India exist and that use is made of them when offences or torts are 
committed. It is not contemplated to suggest to the Government of India to 
revive the Press Act. 

Sir C. YATE : Is the hon. Gentleman not aware that the Courts in India 
are not made use of? 

Mr. RICHARDS : My information is that the Courts are made use of.' 

Sir C. YATE: Can the hon. Gentleman give mo a single case? 


Disturbance (Jaito). 


Mr. SNELL asked the Under-Secretary of vState for India whether his at- 
tention has been drawn to the letter addres^sed by 41 members of the Indian 
Legislative Assembly, including well-known leaders of Indian public opinion, 
asking for a committee of officials and non-officials to make a thorough investi- 
gation into the firing at Jaito, and that a mere magisterial inquiry will not 
satisfy the needs of the situation ; and w'hether, in view of the fact that the 
official and non-oflicial accounts widely differ as to the whole affair, ho will 
order a public inquiry to be made on the lines suggested? 

Mr. RICHARDS : I have not at present seen the letter referred to, thmigli 
I understand such a letter was sent. As I stated in reply to a question, on 
the 10th March, the Secretary of State has no doubt that the Grovernmciit of 
India will take all necessary steps to ascertain the full facts, if they have 
reason to think that they have not already been ascertained, and he does not 
think 'it‘ necessary to make any suggestion to them in this connection. Tlic 
appointment of a committee to make a general inquiry into the grievances of 
the Sikh community has been under contemplation, and I now observe in the 
Press that it has just been announced in India. 


Mill Industry, Bombay. 

Mr. DUKES asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whetW he has 
now bad an opportunity of considering the Memorandum drawn by Mr. ’ ' 

lay Shirras, the director of labour under the Government of Bombay, wn 
Memorandum shows that the reserve funds of the mill-owners in Bom^y n 
been increased by 346 per cent.; and whether he will recommend the Lover 
ment of India to take any steps, in the matter? 
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Mr. RICHARDS: I have how seen a Press report of iho Memoraaduu, 
wmcn appears to have been submitted to the Bo^s Dispute Inquiry Oom« 
hy the Government of Bombay. It gives the figure named 
as the increase in the reserve funds of 38 of the mills, the total number of 
which I understand is 82. The Committee reported that the results of the 
vrarkiiig of the mill industry as a whole for the year 1923 are such as to justify 
the contention of the millowiiers .that the profits do not admit of the payment 
of a bonus. Tho question of reserve funds does not appear to be one ui which 
Government could interfere. 

Mr, WARDLAW-MILNK : Is the lion. Gentleman aware that last year 
was a most disastrous year in the industry in Bombay? 

Mr. DUKES asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether, as a 
r^ult of his promised inquiries, he can state w’liy the cases against the owner 
of the Ahmedabad Cotton Mill, in Bombay Presidency, were witltdrawn by the 
Collector after a conviction had lieen obtained in the first case and a fine of 
£100 imposed for employing women and children on night duty in contraven- 
tion of the Indian Factories Act, 1922? 

. Mr, RICHARDS: It will take snine time to obtain the report which is 
being called for through the CJoveriimeiit of India. I will comnuiiiicate with 
my hon. Friend when it is received. 

Assam LAnouii anh Kmic.uation Act. 

Mr. DUKES asked the Under-Secretary of State for India if he is aware 
that, under the Assam Labour and Emigration Act, it is possible for a planter 
toJiave a labourer arrested for leaving li'is service, and that a labourer is made 
criminally liable for any breach f)f servit.^; and whether there have been pro- 
tests from ^fadras about the recruiting of labour from that Presidency for 
work on Assam plantation? 

Mr. RICHARDS: The provisions to which my hon. Friend refers in tho 
Assam Labour and Emigration Act have lichen withdrawn some years iigo. As 
regards the latter part of the fpiestion, no protests have been received. 

Gknkhal Election (Statistics). 

Sir C. YATE asked the Under-Secretary of State for India if ho will give a 
Return for the last General Election in India showing tlie number of olectorB 
in the case of each Provincial Council, the Legislative AKsembly, the number^ 
who voted, the number of candidates, and the number returned, ns given in 
the case of the elections for 1920? 

Mr. RICHARDS : I hope to receive shortly from India material for such 
a Return which will be presented as soon as possible thereafter. 

Muudeus (Kohat). 

Lieut.-Colonel HO WARD-BUR Y asked tho Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether he has any further information with regard to tluj murderers who 
have escaped from Afghanistan to Afriili country and whether pressure is being 
put"'on the Afridi to give them up? 

Mr. RICHARDS: Definite information as to the two missing members of 
the Kohat gang is still lacking. The Commissioner of the North Went Frontier 
Province has taken the matter up with a joint jirga of the Afridi and (Irakzal 
tribes, and has secured satisfactory undertaking from most of the sections con- 
cerned. Further prcssiio wiR ho applied if necessary. 

Afghanistan (Aiims). 

Lieut.-Colonel HOWARD-BURY asked the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether any further consignments of rifles and machine guns are being 
^nt by French firms to Afghanistan : whether any (•oiisignmonts are still being 
held lip in Bombay; and can he state the numbers of rifles and machine guns 
that are lieing supplied bv French firms? i ^ x 

The PRIME MINISTER (Mr. Ramsay MacDonald): In reply to the 
part of the question. His Majesty’s Government have no information. The 
answer to the second and third parts of the question is in the negative. * 

Lieut.-Colonel HOWARD-BURY: Have these consignments which were 
l)eld up through? The Prime Minister: Yes. 
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".AkAXa (SIKR) jAtBABvi - 

V Lieut.^loael HOWARD-BURY asked the tJnder-Secretary of State for 
llidia whether he is takiiis any steps to prevent the setting *o^t of these Jathas 
of Akali Sikhs; and whether he is aware that such Jathas are stirring hp wn* 
rest in districts which were previously undisturbed? . . * 

Mr. RICHARDS : Mv rfoble Friend has already made inoniries and has 
ascertained that the question has been fully considered b^ the Covernmelits In 
India, who must be necessarily in the best, position to judge of the effect of 
these Jathas and of the policy to be adopted in dealing with them. 

Lieut. -Colonel HOWARD-BURY ; Can the hon. Member say whether they 
are adopting the policy of stopping these Jatha? 

Mr. MILLS : Were these the same men whose aid was requisitioned in 
France and who proved capable, willing, and loyal at the time when we wanted 
them ? 

Newspaper Ornborbhip. 

Mr. LANSBURY asked the Under-Secretafy of State for India whether he 
is aware that complains are made in India about the delay in delivery and, 
at times, confiscation of the following newspapers and periodicals : the * ‘Crusa- 
der,** the “Unity,** the “Outlook,** the “Freeman,” the “ Daily Herald,” 
the “ Islamic Review,*’ the “ Manchester Gurdian Weekly,” the “ Living Age,” 
the “ Nation,” the “ New Majority,” the “ New Russia,” and the “ Saturday 
Herald ** ; why there is this censorship and delay in the delivery of newspapers 
and periodicals in the Madras Presidency; and will he take steps to put an 
end to the same? 

Mr. RICHARDS: On the 7th April I offered to have inquiryg, made into 
any specific cases. I can only repeat that offer, and the assurance that there 
is no such censorship. 

Mr. LANSBURY : Is it not specific enough to give the hon. Member the 
names of the journals which are not allowed to go in? What more informa- 
tion does he require? 

Earl WINTBRTON : Are we to understand from the reply that there will 
be no interference udth the powers which the last Government had for dealing 
with these matters if they desired to do so? 

Mr. RICHARDS ; My reply was that there is no censorship. 

Irrigation. 

Mr. BAKER asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whut are the 
views and recommendations of the Government of India on the Resolution 
passed by the Council of State at Delhi on 5th March for a fresh survey of 
irrigation possibilities both from the rivers and wells of Intlia^ as no such sur- 
vey has been made since 1901? 

Mr. RICHARDS : The views and recommendations of the Government of 
India have not yet been received. An inquiry on the subject has been sent 
to them. 

Imperial Services (Capitation Payments). 

Mr. D. GRENFELL asked the Under-Secretary of State for India what are 
the all-India services recruited by the Secretary of State as distinct from those 
recruited by the High Commissioner from India? 

Mr. RICHARDS : The all-India services are*the Indian Civil Service, the 
Indian Pcli^Je, Poi*est, Educational and Agricultural Services, the Indian Veteri- 
nary Service and officers of the Indian Medical Service in civil employ. 

Mr. GRENFELL asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether the 
annual contribution made by India to His Majesty’s Governmenr' through the 
capitation rate amounts to some 35 lakhs of rupees annually; is this sum 
distributed among various military institutions in this country; and at what 
rate per head for officer and rank* and file the capitation rate is fixed? 

Mr, RICHARDS: In 1923-24 a provisional payment of £1,700, (XK) was 
made to the War Office in respect of the cost of raising and training the re- 
crjuits required for service in India, the cost of training including, inter alin, 
the pay of the recruits and a share of the military training establishments main- 
tained in this country, ^'his payment was at the rate of £25 per officer and 
mgn of the British Army serving on the Indian establishment. In addition, a 
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proTincial payment of approximately £100,000 was made to the Air Mitiistry in 
respect of cost or training Air Force personnel based on a per capita eharge 
of £60. 

Mr. WINI>60R asked the ITnder-Secretary of State for India whether the 
cost of the education of British soldiers who serve for less than live years in 
that^country is repaid to the Indian Government by the British Treasury P 
Mr. RICHARDS: The present capitation rate for tlie training of British 
troops sent to India is based on an average period of service in India assessed 
on tne basis of past experience, and it is not necessary to take account of in- 
dividual departures, in tlie one direction or the other, from that average. The 
mode of calculation of the rate in future is under consideration, 

Mr. F. GOULD asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether In- 
dians are admitted to* the artillery schools: and whether India is contributing 
directly or indirectly through capitation grants to the cost of such schools P 
Mr. BAKER asked the Undcr-Secretiiry of State for India how many 
Indians are being trained at military institution hoth in England and in India 
on King’s commissioned rank in the Artillery, the Tank Corps, and the Air 
Force? 

Mr. RICHARDS: No Indians are being trained for King’s commissioned 
rank in the Artillery, Tank Corps, or Air Force, none of which arms are opeu 
to officers of the Indian Service. As I explained in my reply to the lion, and 
gallant Member for Blackpool Jdeut. -Colonel Meyler) on 7th April, it is not 
possible to say how much of the capitation payments are attrilnitahle to the 
training institutions in (|nestion. 


• Goveunmknt of Tnpu Act. 

Mr. D. GRENFELL asked the Under-Secretarv of State for India whe- 
ther it is in the discretion of the Governor of Bengal to certify which are essen- 
tial and which are non-essential services in the transferred Departments; whe- 
ther the Governor of Bengal has decided that educational and inetlicol Services 
in Bengal are non-essential services; and whether the Seeretary of State prch 
poses to take any steps in the matter ? 

Mr. RICHARDS : It is almost impo.sKih1e within the limits of question and 
answer to explain .accurately the scmiewhat intricate point raised by the hon. 
Member on the provisions of the (government of India Act, hut I hope to 1)1 
able to make the Goveromeiit’s position clear in the course of the Debacle to- 
morrow. 


Abmy (Tndianibation). 

Mr. F. GOULD asked the Under-Secretary of Stale for India whether there 
3 any bar to the appointments of Indians to the staff departmental services of 
the Army in India; w^hether any Indian has been so appointed and whether 
Indians are given opportunities to qualify for such posts. 

Mr. RICHARDS: There is no bar tg the appointment of Indians to the 
staff and departmental servi(?es of the Army in India for ivhich British officers 
of the Indian Army are eligible and tliey have the same opportunities to 
qualify. Indians have been so appointed. 

Tmckbial GovfAnmfnt and Oovkrnmknt of India 
(Diffkrenckb of Opinion). 

Captain TERRELL asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether 
within the last six months, there have been anv cases in which the decision of 
ftis Majesty’s Government has overridden the advice of the Indian Government 
on matters of domestic concx?rn; and, in that case what these cases have been? 

Mr. RICHARDS: It would not he in accord with established usage to 
make any statement as to the cases in which differences of opinion may have 
manifested themselves in the course of the mutual <]isciiKMion which takes plare 
between the Indian Government and the Secretary of State as representing His 
Majesty’s Government, in the discharge by the latter of his responsibilities. 
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EOVSE OF COMMONS— 15 APRIL, mi. 

In the Home of Ck»mmone on Ifith April, 19M, Vleeoant CURZON mofodrr- 

That this Housef viewing with anxiety recent evei,U in Indioj regrets the 
lack of a clear statement of policy with regard thereto by ais Majesty^s 
Ministers, 

Viscount CURZON said : — 

The point of view which I desire to take in regard to India is this; 
i look upon India, not as an expert, but as a '^mau in che street.** Many 
things have happened and are h^pening in India which have made those of 
us who value the good name of England and its great traditions, who value 
the Indian Empire as **one of the brightest jewels of the British Crown,** a 
jewel beyond price, feel profoundly anxious with regard to that jewel. We 
feel sometimes that the jewel is getting a little loose in its setting and we 
want, as far as possible, to be reassured in the matter. That is the main 
purpose of my motion. 

FiuM Government in India. 

It has been obvious for many generations past that firm government and 
wise statesmanship have brought India to a vcr.y great position in the world. 
All of us can say that we desire that the position which India holds to-day 
in the world shall not be weakened, bnt shall be strengthened, and that is 
the point of view, T imagine, of the ordinary sane Englishman. What makes 
many of us profoundly anxious is a combination of many circumstances. There 
have been many curious happenings in India. We have had certain •ntterances 
by the Secretary of State in another place, and we have, of course, the advent 
to power of a Socialist Government. I am sure that right bon. and hon. 
Members opposite will not think it an unfair remark if I say that anyone 
holding the view's which they must know that I hold, would have profound 
anxiety with regard to India in view of the professions of opinion to which 
members of the Socialist party have given vent in the past. I say that only 
in order that right hon. and hon. Members may understand the anxiety 
which many of us fc^l in the absence of an authoritative declaration in this 
Hou.se upon the subject of India. 

Let me deal with the position of India as I see it. T will go as far back 
as 1919. One might go back much further, but 1 am not sure that it would 
be found a very fruitful line of search. I go back to 1919 when the Govern- 
ment of India Act was passed. I opposed the passage of that Act, because [ 
did not think tliat it would contribute to the good of India in the long run. 
I thought the Measure was likely to bring about such a state of affairs as 
haa occurred — a state of unrest and anxiety, and possible harm to the Services 
in India. My point of view now, how^ever, is that that Measure is on the 
Statute Book, that it was accepted by India, and that it is the duty of every 
true constitutionalist to do his best to ux)hokl that Act in the letter and in the 
spirit. As soon as that Act W'as passed, w’hat I wdll call the Left wing in India 
denounced the Measure as uttorlv inadequate. They took the point of view 
which I expected them to take. In the year 1920 we had the first common use 
of, or common allusion to, the names of Mr. Gandhi and the Ali Brother#. 
They were undoubtedly the leaders <if the Left wing in Indian politics. They 
said that the Act was inadequate and that nothiilg less than certain demands 
would meet with their approval. Their chief demands were (1), a settlement of 
the Turkish peace in accordance with Moslem ideas; (2), a settlement of the 
wrongs in the Punjab: and (3). the grant of complete Home Rule to India. 
I am putting these facts forward, not in any party spirit, but as a reason for 
the anxiety which many of us feel on the advent of the Socialist party t(^ 
power. The next thing that happened was the visit to India of the right hon. 
and gallant Gentleman the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and of the 
hon. Gentleman the Parliamentarv Secrete rv to the Treasury. They gave 
specific assurances to the extremists in India that the Indian Nationabst 
movement had the full support of the Socialist party. Speaking at Allahabad 
in December, 1920, the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster said : 

‘‘The British Labour party is with the Indian people in their desire fur 
deipocratic Swaraj.** 
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On another occasion he added : 

‘•It was immaterial a^hether it was Home llule or independence.* 
fhe Parliamentary Secretary ta the Treasury cteciared: 

“in their light lor treedoin and lor ttic coinpletest form of seif^govern* 
ment the.democracy ol Britain is whole heartedly with the Indian Natiotialist.*' 
He spoke, too, of the identity of aim existing between the Indian Nationalist 
movement and British Labour, which — 

“Had pledged itself to the application of self-determination to India.’* 

In an article in the “Pioneer Mail” of 21st January, 19*21, we read that it 
w'as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury who declared before leaving 
India : 

‘The whole nation was behind Gandhi.’ He can surely have had very little 
idea of what the whole nation consists or what it means. 

The CHANCELLOR of t|ie DUCHY of LANCASTER (Colonel WEDG- 
WOOD): Can the Noble Lord give me the authority for that quotation P 

Viscount CURZON : 1 lyill give it to my right hon. and js^allant Friend 

before the Debate concludes if he wishes. 1 wisli to quote now from tho 
“Pioneer Mail” of the 28tli March, 1924. There is a passage rotating to the 
Bolshevik conspiraiw trial which is going on at C'awiiporo at the present time. 
In it is a quotation from n letter signed “R.” dated 23rd January this year. 
The initial “R.” presumably refers to Mr. Hoy, who is well kaowui as being 
in close touch with Moscow and with extremist opinion in India, and this is 
what he says: 

“The Labour party has come to power . . . I'here is some disilUision- 

mont in store for a section of the Indian politicians, particularly Baptista, 
Chacha ar«l Lajpat Rai. They banked upon their patron VVotlgW'ood’s advent 
in the India Olhce. But MacDcMiahl had to buy the right of rosideri(*e in 10, 
Downing Street with high price. The Lilicrnls made it sure ho would not do 
anything to tamper wHth the Flinpirc heftuo they consented to put him in a 
place from wdiieh they cun pull liim down at any moment . . . Wei^wood, 

who has committed himself too much in siii>porting tho Indian IMngtia Ciinrta, 
had to be put away in favour of an ox-Colonial pro-OoiiBiil wdioso member- 
ship of the Labour party was hardly known initil vesterduy. A scion of tho 
aristocracy who ruled Jamaica to tho satisfaction of ImporiuliKin. in which he 
has a large stake, can ho entrusted with the trusteeship of India.” 

NaGI’UR CONGIIKSS. 

That is a quotation from a letter written by a Mf>RCow extremist, and 
am quite certain it could not meet with the approval of the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, and I only miote it hecauso 1 think these things should be 
known not only to right hon. and hon. Gentlemen opposite, but to_ tho country 
as a whole, in order that w'e may get a fuller appreciation of the sitiiati^i. It 
must also be remembered that the Chancellor of tlie Duchy and the 1 arlia- 
nientary Secretary to the Treasury, w'^heii at Nagpur in the same year, 
present at the extremists’ Congress, and 1 am sure the riglit hon. and g*'^lhV| 
Gentlemen will not deny that at that Coiigross tlie most violent iinti-Bntish 
and seditious speoidies were made. 1 do not know' tiuit the right hon. and 
gallant Gentleman made any very aetive protest. . , -x 

. Colonel WEDGWOOD : On the contrary, I did make a piotest, and it was 

noted in the Press of India. ... i v 

Viscount CURZON; T «m very pleased to liear it, hut my researches have 
not brought that fact to light. How'cver, I have no doubt the riiiht# lioii. and 
gallant Gentleman will take the opportunity this evening of e> plaining matlcrs. 
Iri 1921 the Government of India Act came into operation, anu that year als^o 
marked the end, or the failure shall w'c say, of the non-co-operation moveme.nt. 
That movement was instituted by Air. Gandhi, and hon. Menihors know whnt 
It was. The year 1921 also saw the trial and conviction of the An brothers. 
Nothing to which 1 wish to allude happened until 1922. which was signalised 
;by the arrest of Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi was convicted for sedition and was 
awarded a sentence of six years* imprisonment, and his position 9ijit© 

straicht-forwardly summed up by Mr. Gandhi himself at his trial when he saij^ : 
“I knew' I was playing with fire and if T am freed I will do it again. 

Two more years passed, and this year, 1924, together with the advent ojthe 
Labour Government, sees Mr. Gandhi unconditionally released. (Hon. 
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Membeiv: hear!’*) I can quite understand that there are h<m/ 

Members opposite who do not aa^ with the coBTiction of Mr, Gandhi and 
look upon nun. as a wrongly convicted man, but they will agree that he irent 
throi^ a proper form ot trial before he was convicted and eentenoea, and 
he himself was quite open about it, because he stated that he did not regret 
what he had done and, if given the chance, would do it again. Mr. Gaddhi 
himself does not deny that fact, and his action with regard to India has un* 
doubtedly been responsible for the loss of many hundreds of lives. (Hon. 
Members : ‘*No, no !”) 1 do not think it can be denied that the methods which 

he pursued Have been responsible for the loss of a great many lives. The 
grounds which are given for his i^elease are those of ill-health. I wish to know 
what did the doctors recommend with regard to Mr. Gandhi. 1 think it is of 
importance that this should be known. It would be as much a misfortune for 
India if Mr. Gandhi were released because of a Gonservative party being in 
power as it would be if he were released because of the Liberal party or the 
Socialist party being in power. 

To make India the sport of party politics is one thing which will rendet it 
quite certain that India will be plunged into depths ot misery and suffering 
which she has never hitherto plumbed. Her life has been fairly quiet up to now 
(Hon. Members : “Oh”) Well it has been, T submit to hon. Members opposite, 
from the Mutiny until just before the Reforms Act we have compartively 
peaceful times in India. There have been outbreaks, but not of a serious 
character. But if you make India the sport of party politics, it is a desxierate 
gamble, and one which will never pay, whoever tries it. t notice that Mr. 
Gandhi was released w’ith the advent to office of the Socialist Government, and I 
want to know if that release was political or for reasons of health. The 
Government have only to say and, if the Government give me an assurance that 
it was for reasons of ill-health, T shall undoubtedly Itelieve it; but as we see it 
to-day, we see this curious concatenation of circumstances ; the advent of a 
Labour Government and the release of Gandhi. I would also point to the 
fact that we have in India now a great Pro-consul who was a former Lord 
Chief Justice and I can hardly believe that a former Lord Chief Justice could 
sacriiioe justice to expediency. With regard to the possible association of the 
Socialist party with it, there is another thing 1 notice, and that is that in the 
“Daily Herald” of the 8th February this year, there are the following passages; 
i “ There is no doubt that the Swaraj party will he prepared to co-operate 
with a Labour Government, in which they can have confidence. . . . Unfortu- 
nately, Labour’s predecessors have left behind an atmosphere of suspicion and 
distrust, and it takes a long time to get this removed, hut Gandhi’s release 
has begun the new movement of mutual understanding.’’ 

Kon, Mfimhers: ** Hear, hearV* 

Gandhi’s Release. 

Viscount CURZON ; Then hon. Members opposite associate Gandhi’s re- 
lease with the advent to powder of the Socialist party. The next thing I notice 
is the Labour Manifesto of 20th February, w'hich states that the National 
Council onc*e more fully associates itself with the people of India in their demand 
for political and economic liberty. It assures the Indian w-orkers of its sym- 
pathy find support in their struggle against the inhuman conditions of their 
labour; welcoines the release of Gandhi; calls for the unconditional release ^f 
other Indians imprisoned for purely political offences, dissociated from acts of, 
or incitement to, violence; and reiterates its viei^ that the Kenya decisions as 
affecting the relations between White and Indian settlers should he reconsidered. 

Mr. LANSBURY : By whom was that issued? 

Viscount CURZON: It was the Labour Manifesto. 

Mr. LANSBURY: Where from? 

Viscount CURZON : I suppose from Eccleston Square. It urges that tlrf* 
Commission to he set up for revision of the Government of India Act should 
not be, delayed for five years but should b© immediatelv appointed; and, in « 
view of the adoption of Mr. Motilal Nehru’s resolution in the Legislative Asseni- 
bly, asks the British Government to consider the advisability of inviting repre- 
sentatives , of the various parties in India to consult with it regarding the acceler- 
ation of full self government, which should be impeded by no claim that Britain 
is the riglitful rulop or india. 
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I would like to pass from those topics to a little more direct allasiou to 
the state of affairs in India to^ay. With regard to the moderates, you bare, 
first of all, the Moderate or Libera] party, who profess co-operation with the 
British Adininistration. who thereby secure power in office, but who all the 
time are workins steadily to displace the British element in Indian Adminis- 
tration. I would take, first of all, as representative of them. Mr. Sastri. 1 
think he will be taken ps being a moderate man. On the 28th February he 
said, in the Council of State, that British members of the Service are there “ on 
sufferance,’* and he rejoiced to see them humiliated. None of the three Indian 
colleagues of the Viceroy, who were present on that occasion, made the smallest 
protest or repudiated his views and Sir T. B. Sapni has publicly expressed his 
^adherence to Mr. Sastri’s view. 

Lapsino into Anarchy. 

In regard to the extremists, first of all you have them divided into four 
groups. You have the revolutionary Akali Sikhs of the Punjab, you have the 
small faction of the the Ali brothers who arc preaching the gospel of sedition 
and non-resistance to Afghan invasion, you have the Hindu extremists, who 
want to expel the British from India hy “ non-violent ” methods, and you 
have those who still adhere to Gandhi. In every case the extremists have made 
the most wild promises to each of those to whom they make their chief appeal 
and in every case they have represented that the only thing that stands be- 
tween their followers and what they want is the existence of the British Em- 
pire, and although those interests are absolutely in conflict in many cases those 
promises should at the same time be taken into account. Tn the last four years 
while this iiftensivo agitation has been going on, tbero has been more bloodshed, 
more lo.ss of life and property, and more damage done to India than there has 
been during the previous 60 years. In fact, I do not think it would he exagge- 
rating matters to say that as the British power becomes weaker, India lapses 
deeper and deeper into anarchy. 

I would like to sav a few words about the Services. I know that a Com- 
mission is sitting and is going to report, and that the Government have given 
a pledge that a dav will be given to the House of Commons for the discussion 
of that Report, but when the Comini.ssiqn will report and that discussion take 
place is quite uncertain. What is c-ertaiu is that all is not well with the Ser-* 

. vices in India, and all is not well for, T believe, a very clear and distinct 
reason, for just one thing, namely, that the Services hove no sort of guarantee 
under present conditions with regard to their future. How can tinvbodv enter- 
ing the Indian Civil Service, anybody putting his son into the Indian Civil 
Service say what the position of that boy or that official will be in the next 
10, or even five, years’ time, without an authoritative declaration from the 
Government as to where they stand in the matter? T say that that declaration 
should not be delayed one minute. The Government ought to make it at the 
very earliest possible moment. Up to now, every year some 60, 1 believe, of our 
best students, from places like Oxford and Cambridge, used to go in to the 
Indian Civil Service but T believe that now we get about four or five, and those 
not of the best tvpe that we used to get. T am sure bon. Members opfuisite will 
not think that that is a gain to India. If we send people t») India to help out 
OUT administration there, surely we ought to send our very best. Second-rate 
men will not do, and you can onlv get the very best if von give them »» Mitis- 
factory aasurance in regard to* their future. Tn my opinion, we must ^ell them 
what is going to be the po.sition of the Services in India, not in 10 years time 
OP in 15 years’ time: yon must say wliat is going to he their position within the 
next 25 years. If you do not, you cannot expert to get the best type of Eng- 
lishmen, and nothing but the best, I say. is good enough for India. 

• * Indianisation of Srbvicrs. 

• regard to the Indianisation of the Services,^ hon. Members here know 

probab^'as well as I do that the Government of India Act limited the Indian- 
isation. of the Services in India to a little over 30 per cent., hut they 
not know that the Indianisation of the Services has gone to soinetlung like w 
per cent, at the present time, the reason being that you cannot get the British- 
ers; They are not to be had under present conditions. It has gone much fur- 
ther than the Government of India Act ever contemplated, and I say that it 
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iDttriti ttw mart ieriom attention of Hit Majei^s GoTornment. I do not'alto- 
geth^ abaolre prerione Adminietrationg from blame in this matter. I want to 
Be adite fair, and I do not want to pnt the blaine for the present position Of 
atim eotifeiT 6n the present Government. They have not imn m office long 
enongh. but fiiey have a great opportunity to make their position dear, 
And if they would only do that, 1 believe they would be doing a very good day’s 
work for India. 

Indian ELEcnoNB. 

There is one other thine I should like to touch upon, that is in regard 
to ^le election in India. We see a tremendous demana for some enlaraement 
of the Government of India Act. Do hon. Members opposite realise that thee 
ordinary educated Indian forms about 2 per cent, of the population P If you 
take the All-Indian electorate it is about one in every 280. The remainder 
have no votes at all. When you talk about India having the vote, you are talk- 
ing about an infinitesimal portion of the popiilation; 97 per cent, or 98 per cent, 
of the population, the agricultural classes chiefly, are absolutely without the 
franchise at all. Whatever we may do in India we cannot divest ourselves of 
our i^esponsibility in regard to these classes in India. This was clearly shown 
in the recent debate in the All-India Assembly on the Tariff Resolutions. The 
British member in charge of the proposals which have been forced upon the 
Government by the great majority of the Indian members — ^mainly Urban mem- 
bers — against the protests of the few representatives of the rural masses, had 
the candour to say this : 

** If the agricultural classes (oyer 90 per cent, of the population) were able 
fully to grasp the issues involved in this question of Free Trade versus Pro- 
tection, ir they were able fully to bring influence to bear upon this Assembly, 1 
doubt very much whether this Assembly to-day would accept my Amendment — 
namely the tariff proposals ” — 

And this was an Amendment which he had been forced to bring in by the 
people to Whom the Government has been handed over in India. He doubted 
whether he would be putting that Amendment forwa^j This is a thing of 
which we do not want to lose sight. In regard to the aeHarations with respect 
to India, I would just like to give three, which I think it is essential should 
• be in the minds of the House to-night. On 2nd August, 1922, the right hon. 
Gentlemati the Member for Carnarvon Boroughs (Mr. Lloyd George) made a * 
speech which I remember listening to with the greatest possible pleasure, and 
in the course of that speech he said this with solemn emphasis: 

** Britain will in no circumstances relinquish her responsibility to India. 
That is the fundamental principle which w*il] guide every party that ever has 
any hope of commanding the confidence of the people of this* country.” 

Prime Minister’s Message. 

The next declaration to which I would like to direct the attention 
of the House is that of the present Prime Minister. The right hon. Gentleman 
is in a different position to his predecessors in that he has direct personal know- 
ledge, for he has been out to India and has written a book upon it. I think 
we may claim that he is one who has direct first-hand knowledge of India, Snd 
I cannot believe that he will be misled by the demands of any harrow section of 
Indian politicians. He realises, I am sure, thcf seriousness' of theffisase, and 
that the present Indian politicians have no claim and really cannot say that 
they represent the 98 pet cent, of the population without the franchise. ' I 
thought I had the quotation, but I find 1 have not, but X think the declara- 
tioh which the right hon. Gentleman made when he first came into office is in 
the minds of the House. Shortly after the Government came in he said th^t 
if the people thought that the present extremist campaign in India was likely 
to lead to an alteration in the action of this country then they were disking a • 
t^ekt mistake. . JF 

There is another reference, and that is of Lord Reading. A few d!S.ys he- 
fd^ the pas^e of the Budget, Lord Reading said : 

There is now a spirit in India which. If 1 am to credit all I read is bent 
^.this destruction of the reforms unless it immediately obtains that which is 
impossible for /ai^ .British Government to. f;rant forthwith— that is complete • 
Domiiiion seil-Odverhineni.’* 
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1 only want to allude to tkoae declarationa in order tSat tlie House am 
have a Imowled^ of them. There is one other by Sir Malobim Hailey, wim 
till lately was the Home member in the Government of Indie. Taking part 
in the debate upon the Budget in India the other day^ he said: ^ 

* . The British nation wUl not give further constitutional reforms unless 
they pre. satisfied that a measure of advance could be properly utilised for the 
advantage of India, and that it would not be influenced by criticisms of British 
trusteeship. The Assembly was being asked to throw the first sten to self* 
Government in the face of the British Parliament. The Home Member asked 
the Assembly to consider wlietlier the proposal of the Pandit would help India. 
The King's Government must be carried on and no section in British politics 
would be favourably influenced by such action as that proposed.'’ 

Those are strong words, but I hope that His Majesty^s Government to- 
nmht will be able to give an assurance that the words of Sir Malcolm Hailey 
wili not be repudiated in this House. Let me now say a few words as to 
what happened in the Indian liOgislaturo. That is another thing which has 
given grave anxiety to those on this side of the House, and indm all who 
value the greatness of the British Empire in India. We have seen in the 
Indian Legislature first of all the rejei'tion of the Finance Bill. That has 
obviously been done with only one idea, namely, to make the working of the 
present reforms in India impossible. If that is so, what is going to be—1 think 
we are entitled to know — the attitude of the GiivernnientH 1 am firmly con- 
vinced that the people who took this action never did a worse day’s work, not 
only for Indijs but for themselves, and for this reason : How can anyoody. 
how can those who resort to such extremist measures, and take such misguideti 
action, claim in the same word that extension of self-government — how can they 
possibly justify it-y-when by their action they are demonstrating their total 
unfitness fdt anything of the sort? The result j)f the rejection or tlie Budget 
was that the Finance Bill was reintroduced ou'the narrf)W(»st possible lines to 
ensure safety and tranquility in the interests of British India, and the 
Government were unable to give much needed relief to the Provinces of 
Madras, the United Provinces, and the Punjab. You have the same state of 
affairs in Bengal: there are the Bwaraiists who refused to grant the salaries 
of the Ministers and to vote vital supplicH. This is what the Calcutta cforros- 
pondent of the “ Daily Telegraph ” said when talking nhont the state of affairs 
m Bengal : 

' *TEe Budget has emerged in such a battered state that the situation con-* 

• fronting Lord Lytton is a very delicate one. 1 iiiiderKtaiid, however, that in- 
terpreting widely the hazy provisions regarding his powers of certification he 
has decided temporarily to retain his ^finisterK, and to approve expeiuUinro 
sufficient to cause the least possible damage to essential servi(>es. Even ho, my 
estimate of 700 as the number of officers belonging to the* Health and Education 
services, who are to be dismissed, was lielow tlie mark. Altogether 1,200 offi- 
cers will shortly bo under 3 months’ notice. Fortunately before the expiry of 
this period the present grotesque position, whicdi has resulted from the tactics 
of the Swarajists, can be resubmitted to the Council.” 

Lord Omvikh’h Statemknt. 

On this question several attempts have been made to elicit a clear state- 
ment from the Under-Secretary of State for India as to what action the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal has taken or is >bout to take. 1 have followed this question 
with interest, but so far I do*not think any satisfactory answer has been forth- 
coming. We know that a long speech was made by Lord Lytton which* is, I am 
afraid, too long to read in its entirety to night, but it was reported in the 
* Fioheer. Mail ’ and 1 hope it has received the attention of the Government. 
The same state of affairs which occurred in Bengal also happened in the Central 
PfDvihce'and the United Provinces, and in fact all over India. I will now come 
the declaration of the Government and to the statement made by the Secre- 
tray df ;^tate for India in another place on the 26th Februaiy. He said on that 

* occa8ia|dne or two things which those who have studied his speech have found 
to he IHiliBwhat misleading. One thing he said was ; 

^e Government of India Act provides that not later than 1929 a Royal 
Commission should be sent out.” 

Government of India Act provides that ” Not earlier than 1929 '* and 
i^at 4^ a great difference. There is a great difference between ** not earlier ” 
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and ** not later,'* and if “not later** is the** correct interpretation it gives 
a great scope for agitation in India. In the same speech the Secretary of 
State for India said: ^ i! t j- 

“ We stand for the present by the provisions of the Government of India 
Act/* What is meant by that statement P Why are these assertions not made 
quite clear P In the same speech the Secretary of State proceeds to say : 

“ 1 am glad, and the party which 1 represent m glad, that Mr, Gandhi 
has been released from prison, because it is repugnant to human nature that 
a man of his intelligence should he treated as a criminal.** 

{Ron, Members, ** Eearj heart**) 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Gandhi was convicted of the most serious charge 
of sedition. (Interruption). An lion. Member opposite who interrupts me is 
a member of the Communist party. 

Mr. LANSBURY : Who do you mean ? 

Viscount CURZON : I mean the hon. Member for Bow and Bromley. 

Mr. LANSBURY : If 1 were a member of the Communist party I should 

mind owning up to it, but the Noble Lord has made a great mistake. 

Viscount CliRZON : Does ''the hon. MemTjer deny itP 

Mr. LANSBURY ; Yes, I do deny it. 

Viscount CURZON : Then T withdraw it unreservedly. 

Mr. LANSBURY ; When you make a charge of that kind the onus of 
proof rests on you. 

Viscount CURZON : I tiiought you were at tlieir meeting on Sunday 
morning. Mr. Gandhi has recently stated that he realises the consequences of 
his action, and he would do the same thing again. I would now like to sum 

up- 

1 w’aut. and those who think as I do want, a specific and a /‘lea r state- 
ment from the present Governmont as to where they stand as far as India is 
cuiicerned. I want to know whether the present Government endorse the declara- 
tion of Sir Malcolm Hailey in the Debate on the rejection of the Finance Bill 
in India. I think it is important that declarations like these should be hacked 
up by the Government. I am certain the Government do not approve of the 
action of the extremists in India, and they do not want to depart from the 
letter and spirit of the Government of India Act. 1 waiit to hear a declaration 
from the Government with regard to the services in India. It will not be 
enough for the Governinent to promise us a day for discussion at some uncer- 
tain date which may be provided if Parliamentary conditions permit. I would 
like the Government now that they have a chance to night, to tell us what 
steps they are taking to carry out these dei^Iarations. I ask the Government: 
is it too innch to hope that the Prime Ministers’ declarat’on when he first took 
office will be translated into action and that Indian problems will be regarded 
not as party questions, hut as national questions. 1 want to look at them 
from the national point of view and whatever party is in power T hope it 
will assert and give effect to the principle that Grmf Brtfahf in vo rir- 

Tiff'S, rrVniqvish her respovsibilitf/ to India. Sut^ a policy would at once 
rally to our cause not only the Indian masses, but the best section of the 
educated classes, hearten the Services now' depressed and clisorgani.sed, and 
enable Britain’s work in India, w'hich has l>€eii shamefully neglected since 
politics overshadowed administration, to be pressed forward with renewed hope 
and vigour. • 

Sir H. Oumk on Bhitain’s Rksconsihility. 

Sir H. CRAIK (Scottish Universities, I^.) described dvarchy as » 
spider’s'web spun out of the brain of a doctrinaire pedant and full of tr^s and 
catches. It w^as the product of the sort of brain that would devise a written 
Constitution which looked very w'ell on paper, hut larked altogether the imagi- 
nation to realize the scheme in actual working. On the jiart of the Civil se^ 
vants who gave evidence before the Joint Committee there was scarcely one 
who did not profess himself ready to do his best to make the scheme of change 
w^ork well. (Cheers.) That change w-’es expected, and they still recognize the 
honesty of purpose which actuated Mr. Montagu, although they wrere entitled 
to doubt the measure of composite wusdom which had been brougfit to bear 
on the question. He was not going to rake up disagreeable things. He 
thought that the less said, about them the bet,ter. They had to look forward 
with hope, although with anxiety. The two extremes of action now before 
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them were,_ on the one hand, the proposal to scrap the sdieme and to resume 
the authority of this country, and, on the other to abdicate our responsibility 
imposed upon us before the ey^ of the world. Doth these scliemes were equally 
,wrone. (Cheers.) To scrap the scheme would be to go back on our woru and 
would be an act of cowardice. Let there be no thought of that. It might be 
that. anarchy and disorder in India might compel us, in spite of ourselves, to 
exercise our authority and to adopt more drastic methods, hut let them not by 
one word of theirs hasten that time or describe it as the probable result of the 
present situation. The worst course of all was indecision. Unionists were 
ready to cooperate with the Government in pursuing a definite course. He 
urged the Government to proceed gradually, on the responsibility of Parlia- 
ment, to deal with all parts of the Act with impartiality, and to trust their 
administrators. 


Mtt. Hofk 8imi*son on India. 

Mr. HOPE SIMPSON (Taunton, L.) said his own information direct from 
India was that affairs in the distri(;ts were very much lictter than tho^v had been, 
and that the relations between the district officers and the residents wore 
much better than in 1921. There were two reasons for the breakdown of tho 
Act of 1919 in the Provincial Legislatures. One was that the Indian Ministers 
were comparatively impotent, and had not entire charge? of their portfolios, 
as India expected they would have. The second reason was the very natural 
disgust at the failure of the dyarchical system which W’as uiia'orkable. That 
was proof positive that the Act required aiiiendinont. Tiio same state of affairs 
existed in the Legislative Assembly, and the Governor-General had to certify. 
Was certification a satisfactory ineiliod of legislation P If not. Parliament 
should evolve some other method by which tlie Govi'nior-tieneral could carry 
on his Government if the Legislature was not going to support him. Nothing 
could bo worse for tho success of Governiiieiit in India than for the extremists 
to find they had only to reject the Budget in order to get tlie Vieeroj^' to certify. 
His suggestion was that the Government should send out a OoinmiKnion tii in- 
quire into the situation on the spot and to report what action, whether legis- 
lative or administrative, was required to carry out tho expressed intention 
that the lleforms should (!onstitute a definitt? step towards the fulfilment of 
the promise of ultimate self-govornmeiit ivithin the Ein|)ire. It seemed to be 
supposed that a section of the Act prevented sndi action lieing taken. Tho 
section said there must ho a ( -oininission at the end of ten vears Imt tliei’o was 
nothing in it prohibiting the appointment of a (Jommission nefore the ten years 
had elapsed. Mr. Montagu had said the section did not tie the hands of Par- 
liament, that if necessary a Commission could be appointed before the expiration 
of the ten years. Even if the section was held hy the Law Officers to stop the 
appointment of a Coniinissioii in the interval, the House ctnild easily amend it. 
Tno Act was an experiment, it w’as a leap in the dark, and events had proved 
that it was not perfect. Why, then, should they not find out by inquiry on the 
spot where the machinery was defective and amend it accordingly P The diffi- 
culties had arisen because of the intense interest which the people of India 
took in politics. They had been encouraged to believe that they were to have 
Dominion self-government. They felt that the Act w^oiikl prevent any hope of 
advance at the end of the ten years. Tho liest course, therefore, was the ap- 
ppintihent of a Commission. (Hear, hear.) 

JVIii. Scurk’s Spkkcji. 

Mr. SCUIIR : I congratulate the Noble Lord the Member for South Bettor- 
sea (Viscount Curzon) on bringing forward this Resolution. I also regret that 
there is not a greater opportunity of discussing this important question of the 
future of India. Every Member of this House will agree that it is of supreme 
^portance to the whole future of the British Empire, or, os 1 prefer to call 
it, the British Commonwealth. T agree with the Noble Lord who brought for- 
ward this motion that India is the brightest jewel in the British Crown. I 
agree with him also in the desire that India shall always be associated with the 
British Crown, but if the policy, pursued at the present time, of simply re- 
garding every expression of opinion from India as being merely the expression 
of opinion of extremists to which no consideration should be given at all, is 
continued, if we meet all the demands that are made b.v refusing, then in no 
Circumstances shall we be able to preserve India to the British Commonwealth. 



It IS rather iwarkable that despite the whole Mstory (^ 
of the' Bi^tiiBh Bihpire/ (le8|>ite the iact^ as we know, that it was always by the 
extenisioh ef the blessings bt‘ self-goirernment to other parts of that Empire that 
the Empire has been preserved and consolidated, we still find taken up the 
attito4e that we ought not to go any farther along that road, that the pe<mld 
who are asking for self-government are not in any sense of the word qualified 
for it either because of reasons 9/ education or for some other reason’,* and 
that, therefore, we are the only people who are able to look after tbem^ and 
they are unable to look after themselves. Against that attitude I desire to 
protest in the strongest manner. So far as we are concerned, we put forward 
in that declaration, which has been quoted for us to-night, of Uer Majesty 
Queen Vietoria> plainly before the Indian people the desire that they ghbula 
take their place as equal co-partners in the British Empire. 

This movement going on to-day asking for full self-government in India is in 
no sense a new movement. It has been going on gradually and increasing 
steadily for a large number of years since the institution of the Indian Nationiu 
Congress in 1885. a Congress which, 1 agree,^ was very largely called into 
existence by the friendly efforts of those* in India who recognised 
that it wae iheir duty to try to carry out the declaration of Her 
Majesty. That Congress has developed as years went on, until the 
time came when, during the War, we had that slogan, which was sent out to 
the whole world, that Britain was fighting for the s^f-de termination of nations. 
The Indians have accepted that slogan. They want self-determination, because, 
as was once said by a late Prime Minister of this counti^, self-government is 
far better than good government when that government is opposed by the in- 
habitants of a country. And so the movement has developed, and we have had 
the various reforms, down to the Montagu-Chelmsford Act, which recognised 
all the way through the gradual development that was going on in*Tndia. 

Tp-day, what do we find? We find that after that declaration in regard to 
self-determination, when the Indians put forward their claims, assisted by 
people of EngPsh birth, their demands were not met. We remember how Mrs. 
Besaiit was deported, and threatened with imprisonment, because of the ideas 
which she put forward when asking for a gradual development of self-govern- 
ment for India until it achieved Dominion Government. Tnen we had the Press 
Act, the Rowlatt Act, imprisonments, deportations and, finally^ the supreme 
tragedy of all — that of Amritsar, I happened to arrive in India immeuiately 
after^ that greet tragedy had happened, and realised the feeling which had been 
around. I had extreme difficulty in trying to convince niy Indian friends 
whom I met in all parts of India which I visited, tliat the Govormiient were 
sincerely desirous in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report of giving loc^al self-govern- 
ment. But, after the Amritsar incident. I had great difficulty in convincing 
them that there was any sincerity at all about it. With regard to further der- 
velopmonts what do you find, for example, with regard to the handling of the 
question of Kenya? When you find Indians who had been migrating to that 
part of the Empire even before we went there, put into an inferior position, 
and an agreement entered into by which they were brushed aside, can you 
wonder if you find what you are pleased to term extremism developing? 

In so far as India is concerned, if you are not prepared to face the issue, 
and immediately say that you will examine into these grievances — ^because that 
is all that is being asked for at the present time — do not say that all we have 
to do is to stand by the 1919 Act. That Act if not a law of the Medes an*d 
Persians, but simply an Act of the British Parliament, passed in all sincerity, 
and when we find mistakes have been made, it h our duty to remedy those 
mistakes as quickly as we possibly can. But, of course, the majority of Mem- 
bers of this House, like the majority of the British people themselves, are, 
unfortunately, totally ignorant in regard to India. They are, unfortunately, 
ignorant regarding the desires and wishes of the Indian people and of their 
development. As the hon. Member for Taunton (Mr. Hope Simpson) said, ha 
was there seven years ago, and he would not be prepared to say to-day how 
the opinion of India had altered since that time. And that is perfectly true 
since 1 was there four years ago. There is a development in that country: 
there is a consciousness of nationality which is bound to find expression, and 
we who have been, the creators, to a very large extent, of many nations in the 
'\yoi:ld, and of which we can he proud, ought also to be proud to*help this great 
nsrtion onhe more to regain its position, as the majority of the Indian people 
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ibiiK kt tlie present time, in co-partnership with this oonatljr. iiil . 

India together would make a strong force in the worlds that» ki ttjr 0 |«a«Mi 9 
* would make for peace throushout tlie whole of the world, an assoeiatiim el 
great pepples— -a great people of the West, and a great people of the iSaste All 
we desire at the present time is to start an enquiry, to send out to India a 
Commission which will be able to go through all these grievances that have been 
put forward by the Indian people. Are you going to, say, because people put 
forward grievances, because they do not happen to belong to our nationality and 
race, that they are to be brushed aside? Are you going to make the same mis- 
take with regard to India that you make with regard to Ireland H 
Years and years ago you could have settled the Irish question, and 
now, to-day, you have the awful tragedy that is taking place there, 
only because you did the right thing too late. Do not let us do the 
right thing too late in regard to India. liot us appoint this Commission, in 
order that it may inquire and produce a scheme wliereby >we shall get a revision 
of reform at the earliest possible opportunity, and. at any rate, not later than 
1926. Let us have an endeavour to secure Provincial autonomy at the earliest 
time. If Provincial^ autonomy had^ l>een granted, i»iid responsibility had been 
placed on Indian Ministers for Indiums domestic affairs with regard to the Pro- 
vinces, we should not have had the trouble with which we are faced to-day. 
We want this inquiry to determine the lines to be follow'ed in the inevitable 
Tndianisation of the Services. Only yesterday the rndcr-Secretary of State for 
India told us that not a single Indian was being trained for a Coinmissio" 
the Air Force or the Tank Force, and so on. Whnt is the good of saving these 
people are unable to defend themselves, and urge that as an excuse for no fur- 
ther development of self-government, when yon will not even allow them to 
take the opportunity of training themselves in order that they may defend their 
own country? 

Earl WINTERTON : Will the hon. Gentleman explain what he means by 
the statement that Indians are not trained to defend their own country? 

Mr. 8CURR: I was giving the reply of the TJnder-Secretary of State for 
India yesterday, that no Iiidian.s were being trained for the Air Force and for 
other forces. There are some being trained for the Army, I know, but for tho 
Air Force, and all the most up-to-date forms of ararfare, Indians are not hatog 
trained. I say, therefore, they are not having an opportunity of being traine|| 
for the defence of India. I think that follows from the reply of the hon. 
Member. That is the position. T had an Amendment on the Order Paper, but 
I do not propose to move it, because there would not be n proper opportiinitv 
of discussing it in the time at our disposal. But T hope the Government will 
take their courage in their hands, and will say they will appoint this Com- 
mission to go out and inquire, and be able to call the politicians of India of all 
parties together, so that they will be able to sc» how far we can go on the road 
to meet them. If we do that, T feel that India will l)e friendly to ns in every 
sense of the word, and that the two peoples will unite together to the benefit 
of the whole world. 

The Under-Secr-tary of State's Reply. 

* The TJNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE for India (Mr. ROBERTS) said: — 

I am sure we are all v^ry grateful to those w'ho have taken part in the 
Debate because of the excellent spirit that has been shown with regard to what 
is, after all, one of the most difficult Imperial problems facing any Govern- 
ment at the present time. One rejoices to find at any rate, that we are nnani- 
, moUs upon one thing, and that is the declaration of August, 1917 . ^ I would 
remind my right hoh. Friend, the Member for the Scottish Universities (Sir 
A. Craik) that that particular declaration, although I l)elieve it waa read by 
Mr. Montagu in this House, w'as prepared by the right hon. Member for West 
» Birmtl^^m (Mr. A. Chamberlain). T am sure that party in this House sub- 
scribe Uiireservedly to the desire that some day India null be a full fledged 
Dominion attached to the great Commonwealth of British nations. I shotid 
like, if I can, to try to consider this problem in all its bearings, and, if I may 
say 80, from ttlb true perspective. I would suggest to my hon. Friends behind 
me, in first place, that one of the great difficulties about India is that it is 
not a homogeneous unit. We are not dealing with a single country in the Euro- 
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nean sense of the term; we are dealins really with a suh^ntinent into whi^ 
for many generations different races nave been pouring, who in many cases 
have been unable to get out again, the last subduing the one that preceded it.« 
You have then very distinct strata of society in India to start with. You have 
the Primitives, the Aryans, the Scythians, the Mongolians, the Europeans. 
This is not the only difficulty, because,, cutting right across and through this 
strata, you have great religious chasms or fissures which have tended further 
to he^ these races from assimilating .one another. But that is nol all 
the difficulty. These different nationalities, we are all willing to admit, are at 
various different stages of development, from the savage tribes on the North- 
West Froi^tiers to the highly intellectual dwellers on the plains and in the 
river basins. 

It is into this kind of society that we with the best intentions, I believe, 
have attempted to introduce the democratic institutions of the west which 
we have evolved in this very place after a strenous struggle extending over 
a thousand years. 1 would remind my hon. Friends behind me that we, even 
in this very place, hhve not vet been able to reduce this struggle for con- 
stitutionalism into a system. At any rate, the Members of the Government will 
agree that nobody seems to know exactly how our constitution is working at the 
present time, and we feel that Government in opposition is much better than 
it is from these benches. I remember a phrase in which it was said that — 

*‘The price of liberty is eternal vigilance.’* 

Parliament in 1919 decided to give to India a temporary, transitional con- 
stitution, to last presumably for 10 years. The object of that was gradually to 
train the peoples of India in the art of self-government so that eventually they 
might, as I have suggested, take their place alongside tl:e other free nations 
in the British Commonwealth. It was also laid clown that the development 
should be by gradual stages and the decision as to when the next steps are to 
be taken rests with this British Parliament. I should like to say a word or 
two about the Government of India Act, because there seems to be a great 
deal of misunderstanding concerning it. The object of the Act, as far as I 
can see, was, first of all, as far as possible to establish complete popular con- 
trol in the local bodies; secondly, to give to the Provinces the largest measure 
of indlependence of the Government of India compatible with the discharge by 
the latter of its own responsibilities; thirdly, to maintain the authority of the 
Government of India as indisputable in essential matters, pending experience of 
the effect of the changes; and lastly to relax very considerably the control both 
of Parliament and of the Secretary of State. ~ 

The Indian Legislature consists of two Chambers, There is a Council of 
State which consists of 60 members and not more than one-third of these are 
official members. There is the Legislative Assembly, which is probably the more 
interesting body, which consists of 144 members; 103 of these are elected, the 
rest are nominated, and not less than 26 can be officials. The reason for the 
10 years* experiment apparently was that w^e should have three consecutive 
Parliaments upon which to base our decision as to the future. The Indian 
Legislative Assembly has power to make laivs for all persons within British 
Itidia, for all Briti.sh subjects within the Native States, and for all native Indian 
subjects in any part of the world. The assent of both Chambers is necesssary 
for the passing of a Bill, and differences of opinion between them are got ov^r 
by a joint session of tl\e tw’o Houses. The Governor-General may, however, 
certify that a Bill is essential, and the Bill shall tiiereupon become law without 
the assent of both Chambers. But when the Governor-General is driven to 
enact l^ws in this way copies of these must first be placed on the Table of the 
House of Commons here. In ixigard to Provincial Governments, the Act of 
1919 contains elaborate provisions for further decentralisation and for the de- 
velopment of the organisation and powers of the Provincial Governments. Th^ 
provincial subjects have been handed over to the Provincial Governments, 
subject to general control by the Government of India, and there is a further 
distinction being made between what we call the 're^rved* and the ^trans- 
ferred* subjects. The Governor-General in Council retains unaltered powers 
of control over the Provincial Governments in regard to ^reserved’ subjects, but 
ifi regard to ‘transferred’ subjects he only interferes in cases wl»ere interference 
is necessary to safeguard control subjects. Transferred subjects are local self- 
government, public health and sanitation, education, public works, agriculture, 
fisheries, excise, registration, development of iiiliistries, weights and measures, 
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f«ligiou8 and charitable endowments. The Provincial Governments are formed 
on A plan of ^archy or duaf form of Government, by which certain fonetions 
are discharged ^ one body, the Governor in Council, and the other functions by 
another body, the Governor acting with Ministers. Each is responsible for his 
own spare of the work of administration, and the Governor simply acts as the 
ronnectii^ ®®se of the transferred siibieots, the Governor is guided 

by the advice of his Ministers and so there is a certain degree of responsible 
8elf-g;overnment possible. It may be in time extended. The financial budget 
is laid before the Legislative Council each year. The Council may refuse 
assent to a proposed grant, of may reduce the amount provided (1) that it 
does not refer to a reserved subject; (2) that the Governor in an emergency 
shall authorise expenditure whicn he certifies to be necessary for the safety 
or order of the province. 


Indian Attitude Towards Rrporhs. 

1 am sorry to weary the House with the details of the reforms that were 
passed in 1919, but when We arc discussing the breakdown of this very difiScult 
Act — it is agreed that it is not, at any rate, easy working — it is important that 
I should say something about the attitude of India towards tlie Act at the time 
when it was passed. There is no doubt at all that the attitude of India almost 
from the beginning has been one of extreme suspicion. My noble Friend in 
another plac^, when lie made a statement earlier in the year, attempted to 
analyse tne causes of this suspi(‘ion, and 1 shall merely refer to them tonight. 
Some of them have been referred to to-night already. There is, first of all. 
the unfortunate Amritsar affair. Secondly, I understand that my own dis- 
tinguished aountrynien’s gift for vivid phrase led them to believe that the steel 
frame of the Indian Civil Servif^e was reveted on the shoulders of India for 
ever. Thirdly, I understand that the certification of the Salt-Tax caused a 

S reat deal of heart-searching in India last year. There is, of course, the eternal 
[enya problem. The attitude first taken up by what we may call the Na- 
tionalist party in India was to boycott the thing altogether. They were out. 
that is to say, to boycott the British ports, the British form of education, ana 
British goods of all kinds. Tt was really a movement to westernise Tnaia. 


Thati, was the first attitude. In view of that, of^course, the Indian Home 
Rulers took no part in the first elections in 1920. Tlfc next move was to aban-« 
don the attitude of non-violent non-co-operation, and go into the Councils and 
into the Legislative Assembly and to make the Constitution, as they very de- 
finitely put it unworkable from the inside. I do not think that there is any 
doubt about this, because in October of last year there was a very interesting 
manifesto issued by the Home Rule party under the signature of Motilal Nehru, 
in which he points out unite clearly that their attitude is to destroy the con- 
stitution as outlined in tne Act of 1919. I would like^o read a paragraph or 
two of this manifesto, which was issued just liefore the elections of last year.^ 
‘^The Swarajist party believes tha^ the guiding motive of the British in 
governing India is to serve the selfish rnterests of their own eoiiniry, and that 
,:the so-called reforms are a mere blind to further the said interests under the 
pretence of granting responsible Government to India, the real object being to 
continue the exploitation of the unlimited resources of the country by giving 
Indians the pretence of responsible Governniont in India, and denying them 
abroad the most elementary rights of citizenship.” 

That was the attitude rijfhtly or wrongly, taken by this party. When the 
elections came on this party achieved a very remarkable victory. THe figures 
for the Assembly are as follows: There were 41 Bwarajists returned to the 
Assembly, seven Independents, two Sikhs, and three Biirmaiis. The result in 
the C^sntral Provinces is still more striking. Out of a total membership of 70, 
54 of whom are elected, 44 Swarajists w'ere returned. Bengal out of an 
Assembly of 140, 114 of whom are elected, 37 Swarajists were returned. Having 
thus secured a good representation by perfectly constitutional methods, they 
proceeded to bring their point of view to the notice of the Assembly, and a 
motion was moved early this year, to which reference has been made to-night, 
ai^ was carried. The motion proposed : > ^ ^ 

*'To summon at an early date a representative round table conrerenoe to 
recommend, with due regard for the protection of the rights and intercjits of 
the important minorities, a scheme of constitution for India, and after dissolT- 
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lug '0s Csnttsl Lsgidature, to rabmit 0e*«a.id scheme for epgrorel beftwo: a 
oewfy-elecM Indiau Legislature for itm approvaii and to submit same to i»e 
B^ish Parliament t6 be embodied in a Statute.’* . 

That motion vm passed by the Legislatiye Assembly “liy 76 Totes to 48. At 
the saxdGe time the Various Budget demands" were turnra down or rejeete^. u 
the Oent^al Provinces where, as we can well imagine, the Swarajists are in 
a stron^r positions' their action can be idiortly described as follows. Th^ have 
as the^House will remember, 44 members out of 54 elected members. ■ That is 
to say. they have a permanent majority;, and they have made it quite dear that 
they do not intend to work the constitution, but to drive the Governor to 
govern by^ certificate. For example, they refused early this Session to consider 
teven or eight Bills brought before the Central Provinces Legislature. The 
Ministers, as a result, resigned after having carried on for three or four months 
at the request of the Government. The Governor then resumed charge of the 
transferred subjects and restored the rejected grants for the re^rve subjects 
under Proviso (a) Section 72D of the Act. The interesting question, as far as 
this House is concerned, is this. Is it true to say that the Government of India 
Act has broken down completely? On the one hand it appears that the inten- 
tion of Parliament in 1919 clearly was that Indians should co-operate with us 
in working this scheme. Sb far that has not been achieved, but it is perfectly 
true to say that, in addition, other provisions were made in the Act of 1919 for 
contingencies, and all that has happened hitherto is that the powers which 
have been held in reserve have merely been put into operation. 

Enquiry Proposed. 

I think it is also true to say that the Government of India recognise that 
the Act is not working exactly in the way they would have it work because every- 
one would prefer to have the active co-operatioii of this politically active people 
in working the reforms, rather than that they should stand aside and merely 
attempt to destroy, and 1 venture to suggest that before we can say the Act has 
actually broken down, it is important that a real generous attempt should be 
made to work this every difficult legislative machinery. References have been 
made to the fact that the Government of India at the suggestion of Sir Mal- 
colm Hailey are investigating the working of this Act with a view to the 
removal of any deficiencies which may exist. If the Act is not working 
'smoothly, if there are deficiencies in it as has been suggested, it is obviously 
the duty of the Government which has to try to administer this machinery to 
see exactly where the difficulty is and, if possible, by good feeling to get rid of 
it. Consequently, an investigation into the shortcomings and deficiencies in the 
Act is being carried out by the Government of India at the present time. I 
have explained thur action which is being taken by the Government of India, 
with the full concurrence of His Majesty’s Government, with a view to in- 
vestigating the present constitutional situation and determining whether any 
grounds exist for deciding that the question of further modifications should be 
considered; and 1 may add that it appears to His Majesty’s Government im- 
portant for the purposes of this inquiry, that the views of representative Indian 
politicians, who have come to the Assembly in a perfectly constitutional way, 
and who advocate modifications of the Constitution in regard to any practical 
defecte in the provisions of the 1919 Act, should be given full opportunity* of 
constitutional expression and consideration before the recommendations of the 
Government are finally formulated. It is the desire of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment tOearrange in concert with the Government of India, how best such op- 
portunities may be provided. His Majesty’s Government view with grave con- 
cern the estrangement between Great Britain and the elected representatives 
of the Indian people and we, therefore, desire to establish contact with them 
in the hope that a way may be found, by a full and frank interchange of views, 
to establish a lasting' peace and enduring co-operation for the welfbeing both 
of India and of the Empire as a whole. 

Earl WINTERTQN : It was not clear, in the hoh. Gentleman’s otherwise * 
very clear ancT explicit statement, whether he was referring to those who have 
announced that tney are prepared to co-operate with the Government or to 
Bioae who have hitherto said they Will have no co-operation pf any kind. It 
is a very important distinction. 

Mr. RICHARDB : I was referring to those who are i^repared to oo-operate. 
it is one of the acknowledged objects of His Majesty’s Government, and de- 
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priticipleB of tho party, to iMitt tho IndioH 
poople to Dominion idf-GoTeanmont. As to the appointment of a CommiaaioDi 
u^propOMd in the Amendment on the Paper, such a ^proposal ii, in 'tho 

2S2ISS Pr«?“*t«re at this mmSat. AL I hm 

indicated, an inquiry w actually beiiiR carried on by^ttie Government of 
India into tins very question. - ^ 

Lieut.^1. MBYLEB : Oij a point of Order. I understand that no 
Amendment has been moved. 

Mr. RICHARDS: I am referring to the Amendment on the Paper. Ac- 
jjrdingly the terms of the Amendment on the Paper are, in the opinion of His 
Majesty s Government, not appropriate to the situation at this datel and 
l^ether or no it is adopted by the House, it must not be taken as committing 
particular method of dealiiig with this very difficult 


Earl Winterton on India. 

Rarl WINTERTON : I find myself in tlie rather unfortunate position of 
being in as complete disagreement with the speech of the hon. Memlier for 
Taunton (Mr. Hope Simpson) as one Member can be with the speech of another. 

I am going to say a word about that speech in a few minutes, but I should be 
doubtful now of characterising it in Parliamentary language. Referring to the 
speech of the hon. Member for Stepney (Mr. Srurr), I think I may say I am 
also in complete disagreement, as are, t think, the majority of the tloiiso, with 
the view suggested. I find myself in the unfortunate position of onlv being in 
very partid agreement witli the siieech.of my right hon. Friend tlie Mem tier 
for the Scottish Universities (Sir H. Craik); and I find myself in tho most un- 
fortunate condition for one who thinks as 1 do. of hein>r largely in agreement 
with the speech that has just lieen delivered by the Under-Secretarv of State for 
India.. 

In the first place I have an idea that without e.v(^cediiig the bounds of 
courtesy 1 may remark tiiat I think the Opposition have justified themselves in 
asking that there might he a Debate wbicdi would disc^lose the inteiitions of tlie 
Government towards India, There has been abundant need for a long time past 
for a statement of the Government as to how the exceptionally dimc^ult situa-^ 
tion is being faced* I should be the last person to nii(Ier-estiriiiite the respon-* 
sibility of the Secretary of State or Under-Secretary at the present moment, 
because T have had recent official experience, and 1 am quite prepared to agree 
that/in such cinnimstances c^aution and reticence are to a very large extent a 
virtue, and should be as much a y>art of their attitude towards both Houhoa as 
that of the representative of any c)tlic»r Cjovernrnc?nt office, « including even the 
Foreign Office. J3ut J urn bound to say that 1 Uiink that both in the case of 
the hon. Member and the Noble Lord in anotber plac^c? that caution and reticence 
were so undulv extended that these good qualities tbemselvos have lie<?n turned 
into a vice. It is not until to-night that we have had any clear indication at all 
of the intentions of the Government towards this question of events in India. 
I think that is quite wrong, and I should like to make a protest, which 1 think 
really would he echoed by the ivhole House, irrespective cif party, against the 
ascumption which is growing up in some quarters, especially some Press quar- 
ters, that this House as a House is not as much concerned with the affairs in 
India, or as much interested ix them, as it was ten years ago. 

One sees the most amazing statements and although I do not wish to men- 
tion individual papers, or quote from them — which would be out of orderr— I 
have noticed a tendency, even in such newspapers as the Thiipx, to suggest 
that the Government of India and the officials in India are being handic^ped 
both by the control which this House desires to exercise over affairs in India 
li^d by the control which it is said the Secretary of State and India Office do 
exercise over it. It cannot be too much reiterated that under the new system, 
under the Reforms, the Government of India is, admittedly, only very jmrtially 
responsible to the Assembly, and that the Assembly itself, as has been pointed 
out, da elected on a very narrow franchise basis. If it is not to be in ^y rn|r 
pent responsible., through the Secretary of State, to this House, then rhe Govern- 
ment of India would soon tend to become, which some wish, a complete autocracy. 
It ' dhould he recognised that the Act provides that there shall be dual respon- 
•ibiii!ty by ‘’this House and by the Government of India. Therefore, I say In 
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this ti^ansition stage, Parliament should not onl5[ take as much interest as 
before but more, and these complaints made in ^ the Press to the effect that 
^e Secretary of State and the India Office exercise an unfair and an undesir- 
a% control over the Government of India, is really an absurdity. 

I would like to come back to my main theme, and that is the ^estipn of 
the present position of the reforms in India. I find myself only in partial 
agreement with the right faon. Gentlemen, the Memter for the Scottish XJn^ 
versities (Sir H. Craik), but I should like to pay a tribute to the sincerity and 
frankness with which ne has stated his position on the subject of the^ Gkivem- 
ment of India Act. It is undoubtedly true that my right hon. Priend and 
others wei;e amongst the strongest opponents of the India Act when it was 
brought into operation in 1919, when the hon. Member for Stafford (Mr, 
Ormsby-Gore) and myself were supporting the Government against the attacks 
made on the Bill. , . , . , 

My right hon. Friend went on to say that the Act, having beoome a con- 
stitutional Act and, he might have added^ a binding pledge by this House to the 
people of India, he considered it was his duty, and the duty of all those who 
at the time disagreed with the Act, to do their best now to see it carried to a 
successful issue. This is a perfectly correct attitude, hut what is the attitude 
of the party opposite, as represented by the hon. Member for Taunton (Mr. 
Hope S^pson)P I always had the idea that the hon. Member was, Sn prin- 
ciple, a supporter of the India Act, hut he stated to-night that his view was 
that, at the time the Act was passed, he considered it was an experiment, 
and now the hon. Member for Taunton, apparently, is pr^ared to destroy the 
machinery of the Act and substitute something entirely different in its place. 

Mr. SIMPSON : I do not think the words which I used bear that con- 
struction at all. T suggested that the time had come for a Commission to in- 
quire into the working of the Act to see if it required amendment. 

Earl WINTERTON: That is a statement very different to the terms of 
the Amendment which the hon. Member for Taunton has put on the Paper, 
which is as follows : 

“The failure of the Government of India Act, 1919. in certain of the Pro- 
vinces of British India, and the increasing divergence between the administra- 
tive systems in the Native States and those of British India, considers that 
immeaiate steps should he taken to examine these problems, and to this end 
requests the Government to appoint a Commission with wide terms of reference 
to inquire into the facts on the spot, to review the working of the reforms, 
and to report what action, whether legislative or administrative, is now re- 
quired to carry out the expressed intention of the British Government that the 
reforms shall constitute a definite step towards fulfilment of the promise of 
ultimate Dominion self-government within the Empire.’^ 

If anybody has ever produced an Amendment more damning to an Act than 
that, I should like to see it. The extraordinary thing about this matter is 
that this Amendment was to be seconded by the hon. and gallant Member for 
Oldham (Lieut.-Colonel Sir E. Grigg). who for a very long period of his life 
has ^been, and I believe is still, associated in a political sense with one of the 

R ’e who is as much responsible for the Act as anybody in this House, that 
e right hon. Gentleman the Member for Carnarvon Boroughs (Mr. Lloyd 
George). . 

I think — and I assure the House that T am not trying to make a 
party point of this — that^ for one of the niostedistinguished ex-Indian civil 
servants that we have had in this House, with a fine record of service in India 
behind ' him, to come down to the House and speak on the Act which his 
former colleagues are doing their utmost to work in India in the face of tre- 
mendous opposition and misunderstanding — ^to speak as he did, amid the cheers 
of the extremists of the Labour party, was something of which he should not 
be proud. When I speak of extremists, I distinguish between the Government, 
their immediate supporters, and those who are opposed to the Government 
on this matter. Of course, it is obvious to anyone that there is the most 
complete divergence of opinion in the ranks of the Government supporters. We 
have had a speech by the hon. Member for Mile End (Mr. Scurr), which vras 
wer.y effectively answered by the Under-Secretary. 

As I understand the statement which has been made by the Under-Secretary, 
it is this. I understand him to say — but the word “understand** is putting it 
too mildly and not sufficiently definitely, T am sure, from the TTnder-Secre- 
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tarjr’B 8peech>~that he has iua<fe it quite clear to-night, to this House and tp 
India, tuat he definitely rejects proposals tor destroying the existing maohinery 
of the Government of India Act; that he does not contemplate a departure 
from the hitherto existing policy of successive Governments, of carrying put 
that Act to the best of his ability and that of his chief and pf the Government; 
andHiat'any form of inquiry which may be sot up. whether it be a Com- 
mittee of this House or, a Committee of the Government of India will be an 
inquiry merely into the existing machinery of the xVct; that before such a Com- 
mittee of inquiry there will be welcomed evidence from those wlio are interested 
in seeii^ the Act w'orked successfully, but that those who have from the first 
set their hands— indeed, the whole of their bodies— against this Act being 
made a success, will not only not be encouraged but will not be allowed to give 
evidence before that Committee. If that is what the Under-Secretary and the 
Government propose, there will certainly be no objection taken to it on this 
side of the House. That it is necessary to have such a Committee at present 
1 am myself not fully persuaded, 1 am not sure that tlie Under-Secretary has 
not allowed himself to be unduly influenced by certain events which have 
occurred in India. The hon. Gentleman referred os did the Secretary of State 
in another place, to such incidents, for example, as Amritsar. 1 do not want 
to refer at this length of time to what is admitted on all sides to a very 
unhappy incident, but I cannot accept, without much further evidence than 
has been given by the Uiider-Secrretary or by the Secretary of State, that 
that incident to-day takes any foremost part in causing the difficulties which 
have arisen in India. Again the Secretary of State referred to the salt tax 
as apparently one of the causes of the irritation. Again, so far as my ex- 
perience and knowledge go, the raising of the Balt Tax last year has had a very 
small effec‘i in increasing the general difficulties of Government in India, ami 
I think those difficulties go far deeper than either of those tilings. Still, if 
the Government believe it is necessary to have an inquiry into the machinery 
of the Act, if they, unlike the lion. Memlier for Taunton, are not anxious 
to scrap that machinery and put this in its place, if. luiliko the hon. Member 
for Taunton, they are willing to trust the engineers, Indian and British, who 
are working that machinery at present 1. for oms and most of us on this side 
of the House, would have no objection, and we welcome the Under-Secretary’s 
very definite statement that it is not proposed to depuri'from the spirit or letter 
of the Act, and we welcome the implied rebuke which he has given to some of 
his hot-headed friends on the benchoK behind him. * 

Mr. TOOLE: Is the Noble Lord in order in referring to anyone here as 
hot-headed P If that be so, should I be in order in referring to him as “fat 
headed?” 

Mr. BPKAKER: When the lion. Memlier has been longer in the house he 
null realise that the Noble Lord is well qualified to speak. 

Earl W’lNTERTON : I accept the coinplinieiit wiUi great pleasure. How- 
ever hot-headed I may be, 1 hope I am not as tliin-ski lined as MeinberK of tlio 
Labour party. May 1 address one or two remarks to those same bon. Members — 

I will not describe them as hot-headed — who sit on the back benches utid who 
have views so much, if I may say .so witliout offence, on the extreme left as 
regards the situation in India. What is the only real alternative to some 
such system as you have in India to-day under the Montagii-Chelmsford 
scheme? 1 am the la.st to say that the earnestness of a man like Gandhi, 
misguided, dangerous and in some respects, criininul as it is, is to be met mere- 
ly by sneers and jeers. Tbt House will accpiit me of ever having said that, 
but the philosophy preached bv Mr. Gandhi, and largely supported by bon. 
Members on that side of the House, including the hon. MemJ'er for Bow and 
Bromley (Mr. Lansbury), can be met by the logicr of indisputable fact. What 
is that fact? It is, as the Under-Secretary himself said, that there is in 
India nothing like homogenity of race. There are divisions of race, divisions of 
-religion and, above all, tlier^ is diversity of aim among Indians themselves. 
Either you have to support a system of i-o-operative government such as we 
have in India to-day, or else vou hove to fall back on the coiniilete Rwarai 
preached by men like Mr. Gandhi and indirectly, at any rate, by those who sit 
tin the benches opposite. There is no real mean between the two extremes 

If the ultvnate aim of the Swarajists, and of those who support them in 
this cduntry. were suddenly to be obtained, and absolute independence reached, 
bow would India meet these difficulties? Would Mahommedan mobs suddenly 
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^fraternise with Hindu mohs ? Would the causes of offence to Hindus by Mahom- 
inedant, euoh as cow killing, suddenly be tolerated P Would the higl^ castes 
bgr a wave of the hand suddenly embrace the depressed classes in India? 
Would the Indian leaders of (pinion in British India in a flash see the merits 
ol governments as ^practised, lor example, in the territory of His Higliness the 
Niaam of Hyderabad? I am the last to deny that that Goveriiment^as'inany 
merits, but they are not of the nature that the liidiap intelligentsia ” sup- 

r t. The most important question and the hardest for hon. Gentlemen opposite 
answer is: Would the stern rigid India of the north suddenly view with 
benevolence the soft and subtle Indian of Bengal? Would all these racial diffi- 
culties, the^e religious difficulties, be suddenly swept away if you granted ab- 
solute Home Rule to-morrow on lines which supporters of the Government urge 
in every speech they make on the subject? The logical and ultimate end of 
what they say must mean that. 

Again and again we have heard from hon. Members opposite, when speak- 
ing on public platforms, that the Labour Government are going to give com- 

F lete home rule to India. What is our^ plain duty? (Interruption). 

ask, in conclusion — and I shall have an affirmative reply from nine- 
tenths of the House—what is our obvious duty in these admittedly 
very difficult circumstances? Is it to take the hopeless view of the 
hon. Member for Taunton, throw ui) our hands in despair and say eTer>'- 
thing is lost? Is it to take the view of those who sit above the Gangway, who 
differ from their own Government, who believe that it is possible by a stroke 
of the pen to sweep away all the safeguards put in the Act of 1919? If be- 
cause of discordant cries from a haiidful of extremists in India, because of 
ignorant and fatuous criticism at home, this great Empire, which was capable 
of all it did in the Great War, we were to throw up our hand and say :t “We are 
no longer going to carry on this task of co-operating with Indians in the Gov> 
emment of India,’’ if that is their attitude, it will, indeed, be true to say that 
we have lost our power of being an Empire-making and an Empire-governing 
nation. We shall, indeed, cease to merit that title. I say this, and I challenge 
anyone to deny it, and I am sure that no Member of the Government will say 
that any better right for this country to be considered the greatest Empire- 
building organisation that the world has ever seen can be found than in the 
free, willing declaration that was made in 1917, which was carried out in the 
Act of 1919 and in the face of contumely and misrepresentation is being carried 
Out by the servants of the Crown in India to-day in co-operation with Indians, 
helping them along the path of self-development to become an eventual self- 
governing unit within the Empire, No better title for this Empire to be called 
tne best Empire-building Empire that has ever existed could be found than in 
what we did then. I w'elcome very warmly what, in the circumstan(‘es, is the 
courageous step which the Under-Secretary and the Government have taken 
to-night against the action of some of their own supporters behind them and, 
I am sorry to say, some Members of the Liberal party on the direction of 
destroying the system of government in India. 

Colonel WEDGWOOD: I have always been a great admirer of the Noble 
Lord. I admire not only the ability with w'hich he differs from people but the 
ability with which he agrees with people. I have never been more over- 
whelmed by his ability than 1 have been to-night, because he has shown marked 
ability in readitm into the speech. — • 

Earl WINTER-TON : Is this a personal explanation P 
Colonel WEDGWOOD ; I have admired the ability with which the Noble 
Lord has .read into it things that were never sai^l. I would remind the Noble 
Lord that if he reads the speech to-morrow, and if he reads the speech delivered 
by my dear friebd Motilal Nehru in the Assembly at Delhi, he will find that 
Mbtilal Nehru is prepared to co-operate with those who are prepared to co- 
operate with him. , 

Colonel WEDGWOOD : Mav I ask th^ Noble Lord, the Member 
for South Battersea (Viscount Curzon), as an old Member of the House, 
whether he appreciates the value of evidence. He quoted two things. 
(see p, 7S4\ of which he complained, which T said in India. He quoted 
also something that the Patronage Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. Spoor) had 
satd. One statement was this: . 

“The British Labour party said Colonel Wedgwood at Allahabad in De- 
cember, 1920, is with the Indian people in their de^re for a democratic 
Swaraj.^ 
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all are, oti both sides of the House. There is nothing terrible abovt 
that. *On anotlier occasion.* he said, ^Colonel Wedgwood added that it was 
immaterial arhether it was Home Rule or itidepondence* — 

it being new Eleven of the Clock, the Debate stood avtinnatlcally adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COHMONSSTH MAY, im. 

English Newbpapbeb. 

Mr. LANSBURY asked the Under-Seeretiiry of State for India whether 
he is aware that on the 15th February, 19*24, Mr. P. 8. R. Aiijanevulu, for the 
Navayuga publishing house wrote to the Director-General of Telegraphs and 
Posts ctimplaining of the delay in the delivery of foreign mails addressed to 
that firm and also complaining of the censorship thus imposed, which the firm 
states has inflicted nionetury loss upon them ; that the papers thus delayed, 
censored, or undelivered include the following, amongst many others: *the 
“Crusader** the “ Uni ^v,” the “Nation,” “Daily Herald,” the “Saturday 
Herald,** the “ Manchester Guardian Weekly,” the “ Living Age,*' the “ Free- 
man,’* the “ New Russia, ” the “ Outlook^” the “ New Majority ” and the 
“Islamic Review”; and if he will take steps to put an end to either the 
examination or censorship of newspapers in India P 

The pNDER-SECRETARY OF 8TATK for India (Mr. Richards): My 
Noble Friend has wTitten to make iiKiuiries regarding the alleged examination 
of the mails of the person named, ana will let my hon. Friend have the reply 
as soon as it is received. 

Mr. HOPE SIMPSON : Is it a fact, as stated, that those papers are 
not allowed to go^hroughP 

Mr. RICHARDS : I have said there is no censorship. 

Sir LEONARD LYLE : Will the hon. Gentleman suggest to these publish- 
ing houses that if they import really respectable pai)ers, such us the “ Morn- 
ing Post.** — 

Colonel Sir CHARLES YATE: Will the hon. Gentleman see to it that 
the discretion of the Government of India in prohibiting the entry of papers 
into India is not put a stop to in any wayP 

• 

British Troops (Duties on Comforts). 

Captain Viscount CTHIZON asked the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether he is aware that duty at the rate of 15 per cent, is levied upon 
cakes and puddings consigned from England to members of His Majesty’s forces 
stationed m India, and a duty of 75 per cent, is levied upon cigarettes; that 
the imposition of these taxes constitutes a great hardship ; and whether some- 
thing can be done to secure some relief from these duties? 

Mr. RICHARDS : The answer to the first part of the question is in the 
affirmative. The ordinary duties are levied on goods (consigned to members of 
His Majesty’s Forces stationed in India, and the Government of India see no 
reason to ciiange this practice. 

Viscount CURZON: Could not the hon. Gentleman again refer the matter 
to the Government of India to see whether this small concession to our forces, 
who very often serve under hard conditions on the frontier, could not be made? 

Mr. RICHARDS : The “question has been referred to them several times. 

Treatment of Prisoners. 

• Mr. MAXTON asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether 
Jba is a;ware that political prisoners in the Benares gaol, United Provinces, are 
* to work a mill for extracting mustard oil, and that they are blindfolded 

so doing ; whether any protest against such treatment was made in India ; 
add what omers have been passed, if any, on such protestoP 

' Mr. RICHARDS: I have no information as to the particular case referred 
to. but tlM whole question of the treatment of prisoners included in whatsis 
kndiPFa as the Special Division was very fully considered last year by the aovern- 
rnents in India and the Secretary of State in the light of the Indian Gaols 
^ Report, and if the prisoners in question came under the above 


7M INDIA IN FABLIAMKNT [H. of Ooks. 

cotegory^ are no ^onbt being treated in accordance with tbe principles 

* MtT^jANSBURY ; Will my hon. Friend make inquiries as to whether the^ 
facts are as stated in the question? ■ , . , v 

Mr. |IICHARDS: Yes. If my hon. Friend will give me particulars, I will. 

Legislative Rules. 


Mr. BAKER asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether, 
seeing that the recent changes in the Legislative Rules of the Government of 
India were pnder contemplation and were being discussed with the India Office 
for the last two years, he will say whether any attempt was made to consult 
the wishes of the Indian Legislative Araembly during that period regarding the 
changes proposed; whether the Standing Joint Committee of both Houses of 
Parliament was consulted about the contemplated changes; whether the decision 
was taken as a result of the changed personnel of the Indian Legislative Assem- 
bly; and whether he will consider the desirability of getting the view of the 
Indian Legislature before any further changes in the Rules are made? 

Mr. ]pCHARDS : The answer to the first three parts of the question is in 
the negative. As regards the fourth part, the Indian Legislature is expressly 
debarred by Statute from power to alter these Rules, but the desirability of 
consulting that body before changes are made in these and other Statutory Rules 
is always considered wh^ the proposed change could suitably be made the 
subject of such consultation. 


Government Servants (Grievances.) 

Mr. MAXTON asked the Under-Secretary of State for India wbetlicr 
he is aware that the Indian servants of the Government of India are debarred 
from bringing their grievances to the not'^^e of non-official members, whether 
of the Central or Provincial Legislatures, apart from such things as may be 
covered by the Official Secrets Act; and whether the Government of the United 
Provinces have taken any steps on the Resolution regarding this matter which 
was passed by the United Provinces Council on 27th February last? 

Mr. RICHARDS : The Secretary of State for India is not aware of any 
rule prohibiting any servant of the Government of India from bringing Ins 
.grievances to the notice of non-official members of the Central or Provincial 
Legislatures, provided tnat in so doing he does not infringe Rule 17 of the 
Government Servants’ Conduct Rules which prohibit communication to non- 
official persons without authority of documents or information which have come 
into his Possession in tbe course of his official duties. With regard to the seconcl 
part of the question I have no information. 


Indian Subjects (United States). 

Mr, BAKER asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether he 
is aware that the Lalitpur municipality, in Northern India, has recently refused 
to give any concessions to an American on the ground that the United States of 
America has refused to naturalise a Hindu who had gone there: whether the 
Secretary of State has any information about the reasons given by the Unitqd 
States for discriminating against Indians; whether any steps have been taken 
to get this discriminating treatment rectified and whether any representations 
have been received from the Government of India &bout this matter? 

Mr. RICHARDS: The answer to the first part of bhe question is in the 
negative. The refusal of the United States Government to naturalise Indians 
is due to a ruling of the Supreme Court that Indians are ineligible for United 
States citieenship. Representations have been made by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to the Government of the United States with a view to alleviating hardshipf 
resulting'; from this ruling. The Government of India and the Secretary of 
State have been in correspondence on this subject and the Government of India 
have expressed their appreciation of the action taken by His Majesty’s 
Oovevnment. * 

\ Mr. HOPE SIMPSON : Can the hon. Gentlemen see his way to g^ these 
facta published in India, where there is much bitterness in r^ard to these 
American exclusions? 

Mr. RICHARDS: I will see what can be done. 
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Debate on In<lian Labour Conditions. 
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lieKiKlative CouikmIn. 

deckred that the eoiiditio.is of the mini.iK population in 
India were appalling. The hours ot labour were from 12 to 10 dailv! Tho idea 
" «» the mines was dismi.stinn. The immher of ’aeeidents • in 

Indian niinos showed the shookiiiK conditions. Ho had heard that the collierv 
companies dividends a veravied Ido per cent. He understood that lenishitioii 
would he entorced in duly dealing with some of these conditions. He wanted to 
know whetheT it raised the aj^e ot children, and aholislicd woiinin labour. 

Mr. MlJdiS, supportinji the motion, said that the (loverninent were in a 
position tAi wipe out the (louhlinji ol the salt tax forei'd upon the Indian pt*ool(» 
despite f'he Indian Parliament. The Lahour party were very uneasy at tlie 
continued boariiij^ of these burdens by their comrades in India, because if tlie 
standard of liviiijr of workers was anywhere beaten down, their own siaiidarcl 
went down with it. Therelon* they supported them. 

Mr. WAHDLAW MlliNE declared tliat the land system was the jrreatesl 
drawback to the prosperity of the aKricnltnralist in India. The most we 
could hope to do in the immediate future ft»r the ^reat mass of the |)eo]>le was 
to help them ^;radually to jxet out of delit, due to murria}ie and funeral expenses. 
The staiidayd of waj^es in India had risen, and ^reiit liousinn inii»rovements 
were beinji; ‘ undertaken. It was inipossilile to compare the conditions in tlie 
Lancashire and Dundee mills with those in Homhay and C'lili-utta. Tlio condi* 
tion of Indian \vorkers were not materially worse than the cimditions of workers 
in other countries. There was a j^roat need for an increase of safe^uanls in 
mines, but there were jjreat diffieiiltios owiiit^ to the people’s ignorance. 

Mr. WARDLAAV MILNE said that it was useless to su^i;^^est |j;iviii^ ii wide- 
spread franchise. The eo-operatioii of Iiidians with the Pritisli was vital to the 
progress of India. 

• Mr. H. A. Ti. FISHER pointed out that industrial legislation had already 
very eonsiderably improved through the agmicy of llie I iilernat iomit liiihonr 
Bureau of the League of Nations, to which he suggc.sted attention should ho* 
directed if they desired to bring further pre.ssure to hear in any direction. 

Thk ITni>ku-Se('HKT.\hy of State’s ItErLY. 

Mr. RICHARDvS paid a tribute to Mr. (Irumly’s speech hut described 
Mr. Mills’ statenioiit as irrelevent. His criticism of the salt tax was a little 
unjust, because the tax was now' hack at the former figure. The CJoveiiiinent 
and the House had every sympathy with the motives of the resolution, express- 
ing the universal desire of the House for an improvement of industrial conditions 
in India and showing a new' interest in the very intricate problems of Indian 
representation. , , . . « 

He pointed out that industry was now a transferred subject, so the Secre- 
tary of State had not received reports with regard to the Factory Act, labour 
disputes and the welfare of labourers, and could not give effectual instructions 
in the matter. He emphasiserd that industry played a comparatively unim- 
portant part in life in India at present, only two per 1(M)() of the iiopulation 
being engaged in mining. The proverty of the workers in India was umazii g, 
but the potentialities of India seemed incalciil^able. The 

population of India per head was about Rs. 180, compared with Rs. 4,400 in 
Canada and Rs. 6,()00 in Great Britain whilst tlie annnal inc^inne per 
India was Rs. 90, compared with Rs. 5.50 in Canada and Rs. mO in Great Bri- 
tain. There was a great lack of capital in India and the standard of liMiig 
there could not he grentlv improved until the amount of capital available was 
greatly increased, fclpposition cheers.) That was one of the serious questions 
which must be tackled Slmost immediately The '•tan'Jf d o 
was so low that jieople were driven, almost against * iJJ; 

result was a tendency to perpetuate low' wages, bourteen nriimoi. people in 
India were still enga^d in the cottage industries, and their condition was most 

95 



m INDIA IN PAEMAMENT [H. of Oom. 

parlous. But while the average wage earner in Britain was only ten per cent, 
better off compared with 1914, the Bombay factory worker was 17 per cent, 
better, and the earnings of the mines in India had increased threefold in 22 
years. Accidents per 1,000 in 1911-12 were 1*46 compared with 1*36 in Britaip. 
Mr. Richards emphasised the whole-hearted ness or India’s co-operation and 
work in the Internationa] Labour Conference. She had ratified more, draft 
conventions than almost any other country, and introduced new Factory and 
Mines Acts. She had even exceeded the stipulations of the Hours’ Convention 
by adopting a 54 hour week in the mines, and the minimum age for work 
there was 16. She was prohibiting the night employment of women in the 
mines also. (Cheers.) 

The conditions of employment in India were generally superior to those in 
Japan. The Government of India was at present considering a Bill to remove 
women and children from the mines altn<rether. fCl’oers.) They wore also • 
preparing a Bill to protect trade unions. The new Workers’ Compensation Act 
would be introduced on July 1 and the introduction of new conciliation machi- 
nery was contemplated. 

Referring to the Bombay cotton strike, the ITnder-Secreta^ for India said 
that the arrangements for paying wages seemed, from every point of view, very 
unsatisfactory. There was no apparent reason why the Bombay millowners 
should not emulate the Bengal jute mills, where payments were made weekly. 

If this was done, it would ho a great boon to very poor workers who were held 
up six weeks waiting for their money. With regard to the other part of the 
resolution he cited a similar resolution of the Indian Trades Union Congress 
on March 24. 

Depressed Classes. 

Mr. RICHARDS recalled the recommendations of the Joint Select Com- 
mittee of the two Houses on this subject, and pointed out that while the Cover n- 
nient of India was most anxious that franchise should be extended, there was at 
the bottom of the question education. The question of franchise must ne- 
cessarily arise in connection with any steps that might in due course be taken 
to revise the form of the constitution and the powers of the provincial Govern- 
ments, and such questions might naturally be expected to arise out of the 
enquiry initiated by the Viceroy into the working of the 1919 Act, the report 
of which might be expected shortly. 

‘ Lord WINTERTON declared that the present condition was primarily due 
to the great lack of capital on hand. They all agreed that much remained to 
be done to raise the status of tl^e ordinary peasant and the labourer; but the 
real hindrance to the improvement of the masses was the system which pro- 
duced 60,000.000 of people belonging to the outcast and depressed classes. He 
stated that the extremist opinion, so far as it was vocal, belonged to a small and 
narrow oligarchy, mainly composed of journalists and lawyers. He had always 
contemplated an advance toward dominion self-government, but no Government, 
whether Liberal, Labour or Conservative, would ever succeed in carrying it 
through that House unless the rights of the depressed and outcaste classes 
were guaranteed. 

The motion was talked out. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS--19 MAT, 1924. 

Cawnpore Sedition Obe. 

On £he 19TH MAY the Cawnpore sedition case was the first question that 
stood in the name of Earl Winterton. It was exactly the same question that 
he asked on the 12th, but presumably he repeated it because he had not been 
able to get an oral answer Wfore. Mr. Richards gave exactly the same reply. 
Colonel Howard Bury asked a supplementary question and referred to the 
su^cription list for the defence of “these revolutionaries’’ being in the name 
of Mr, George Lansbury. Mr. Lansbury immediately pointed out that every • 
prisoner is entitled to be regarded as innocent until he is proved guilty, and 
that it was a gross abuse of the privileges of the House to interfere in this way 
Wore the result of the trial was known. Sir Charles Yate asked if there was 
any evidence to show that “this conspiracy” had been enginiered from Eng- 
land to which the Under-Secretary of State for India repfied that there was 
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no snch evidonce. Lord Winterton asked him if he would consider publish- 
ynite Paper giving the facts about this “very remarkable raso.’^ Mr, 
Kicnarus promised to bring the suggestion before the Secretary of State. Mr. 
ijansbuo’ a^ed him to consider the publication of the whole of the evidence, 
which Mr^ Richards promised to do. 

Indian Tariff Committbk. 

4.1 f”*‘*^**<^r question by Lord Winterton Mr. Richards said that 

the BfJl for giving effect to the recommendations <d’ this Committee would bo 
introduced into the Legislative Assembly about tbe end of May. Tn reply to 
Mr. vV ignall, who pointed out that this tariff would have a serious effect on 
the trade of that country, the I’nder-Secretary of State reminded him that 
where the Jjegislative Assembly and the Government of India bad agreed on 
questions affecting the Tariff, the Secretary of State made it a practice not te 
interfere. .y 

Bols 11 Ev 1 K Prop A o an d a . 

Mr. BECKER asked if the Under-SecTeiary of State bad any information 
to give to the House as to the (‘ontinuniico or otherwise of Russian Bolshevik 
propaganda in India. The I'nder-Seeretary had no evidence whatever to pro- 
duce. Mr. Will Thorne pointed out that a tremendous ainonni of inonev was 
being used by the Party to which Mr. Becker helongeil in trying to “down" 
the principles of Socdalisni in England, hut although his remarks were put in 
the form of a question, it brought forth no reply from the Treasury Bench. 

Cawnpfr Riot. 

Sir Charles YATE again returned to the question of nttucks on 
officials by extremist journals and non-official manifestoes. The rinJer-Seere- 
tary of State refused to take any action in the matter, as there was siiflieient 
power in India for dealing with it and he saw no reason to suppose that the 
authorities immediately concerneir neglected their duty. Sir diaries Yute 
asked Mr. Richards to give any instances where action liad been taken, hut 
his question was ignored. 

Lick Commission Rkport. 

Mr. Walter BAKER and Mr. J. E. MILLS both had qiu’silomi 
down on the Order Paper asking that the Report of the iA*e C’oni mission should 
be published simultaneously in India and England and that no orders iliereon 
should he passed until the Rcqiort had been discussed in the Indian Legislative 
Assembly, to which Mr. Richards replied, agreeing to hotli points. 

Alipohk Conspiracy. 

Mr. J. E. MILLS had a long question on the Paper pointing to the fart 
that seven jmung Bengalis were arrested between the 41h and 14ili August, 
1923, and put on trial on criminal ciiarges involving capital punishment and 
that after they had been acquitted and had been sot at lihci*ty as not guilty, 
four of them were arrested under Bengal Regulation 111 of IHlH. The Cnder- 
Secretary of StaU* was aware there was a good (leal of feeling in tin* House on 
tl|is matter and on the method of working this Regulation, and r<*plied that 
he was in touch with tlie Government of India and cxjiccted more coinplcto 
information by an early mail,* , , r i 

Captain BERKELEY, in a supplementary question, asked if ilq* (noyern- 
ment acquiesced in the application of a Regulation more than 190 years old in 
order to deprive British sulijeets of their immemorial rights ol a fair and speedy 
trial, but Mr. Richards refused to commit himself to any further statement. 

• Govkiinoh of Brnoai.. 

» In reply of Sir Charles YATE, the Under-Secretary of State sahl 
that he had seen a paragraph in an Indian newspaper about a meeting held 
in Calcutta, at which a Bengali Lawyer had presided, where resolutions were 
passed declaring that the inhabitants of South Calcutta condemned the actwn; 
of His Excellency the Governor and demanded his recall for vanouh unconsti- 
tutional acts. Mr. Richards stated that so far as he was aware no action 
had been taken in the matter. 
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EOVSE OF C0MM0NS--^6"MAY, lOU^ 

On MAY 26th quite a large number of questions were asked which occupy 
15 columns of Hansard Official report. Of these the major portion dealt withi 
Indian Currency. 

On Indian Currency. 

Mr. SCURR asked the Under-Secretary of State for India what steps the 
Government propose to take to meet the demand of the people of India to 
transfer the funds standing to the credit of the gold standard reserve in Loudon 
to India? 

Mr. RICHARDS: The reserve is at present held in the form of sterline 
investments which could not suitably be held elsewhere than in tKe United 
Kingdom. . , . 

Mr. SCURR asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether, seeing 
that the Indian merchants have demanded that the Indian Currency Act should 
be amended by substituting the rate of exchange to be Is, 6d. instead of 2s., 
what step is it proposed to take in the matter? 

Mr. RICHARDS: 1 assume my hon. Eriend is referring to the views of 
tlie Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay, advocating the restoration of the 
lower rating of the rupee at Is. 4d. gold. The Government of India have 
explained at length in a letter dated the 25th January to the chamber their 
reason for holding that in the existing uncertainty of world economic conditions 
it would be inexpedient to make any immediate attempt to fix the future gold 
value of the rupee. My Noble Friend concurs in tTils view. 

Mr. A. M. SAMUEL; Is the hon. Gentleman aware that the Indian 
Government failed to maintain the rupee at 2s.. and, that being sclj would he 
ask the hon. Gentleman who put the question, now lie would propose to main- 
tain the rupee at Is. 6d., seeing that the natural balance of trade even now 
only maintains the rupee at Is. 4^d.? 

Mr. SPEAKER : It is not for the Minister to question an hon. Member. 

Lieut.-Colonel MEYLER asked the Under-Secretary of State for India 
whether he is aware that opinion in India favours the establishment of a gold 
standard and the opening of the Mint for providing gold coinage; and whether 
he will state the intentions of the Government in regard to these matters? 

. Mr. RICHARDS: While the effective restoration of the gold standard is 
the objective of Government policy, economic conditions throughout the world 
have not yet reached a degree of normality which would justify at present an 
attempt to stabilise the gold value of the rupee. In present circumstances, 
owing to the existing premium on gold in India, the question of the internal 
circulation of gold currency does not arise. 

Mr. A. M. SAMUEL : Is it not a fact that gold has been pouring into 
India for tens of centuries, and that it is always made into ornaments, and 
disappears from circulation? Is he aware that a drain of gold to India would 
injure our own gold reserves, sinking into the quicksands of India without going 
into circulation as currency? What then would be the use of coining gold? 

Lieut.-Colonel MEYLER asked the Under-Secretary of State for India 
whether he is aware that the Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau of Bom- 
bay suggested to the Government that at least 17 crores of rupees worth of 
currency notes should be issued as emergency currency notes to meet the 
seasonal deman<is at 5 per cent., 5i per cent., and (j per cent, instead of 12 
crores of rupees only at 6 per cent., 7 per c^eut.^ and. 8 per (!ent. ; why that 
suggcstioif was not adopted; and what aj;e the intentions of the Government 
for the future? 

Mr. T. WILLIAMS asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether 
it is proposed to take any stops, and if so, what steps will be taken, to prevent 
a recurrence of a great stringency in the irioiiey market in India leading to ir 
rise in the bank rate of interest from 4 per cent, to 9 per cent., anJ to a con- 
sequent fall in the trade and industrious of that country? 

Mr. RICHARDS ; I am aware that in April, 1923, w’hen the note circula- 
tion was about 170 crores of rupees, the Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay, 
that additional currency should bo issuable up to 10 per cent, of the 
••ote issue at rates varying from 6 to 7 per cent. The actual dwision embodied 
in the Paper Currenc.y Amendment Act and rules thereunder were taken 
after careful consideration of the views of various representative bodies in India. 
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In addition to expanding tin? enrreney up to 12 erores of rui>et's against 
commercial bills, a further expansion of 12 crores was clfecded this busy season 
against sterling securities in iiondon, making a total expansion of 24 crores 
tliis wdiiter. The important problem referred to in these questions is being 
carefully watched by the Government of India. 

Railways (State Management.) 

•f fcsCURR asked the I nder-Socretary of State for India, what action 

if any, has been taken to give etlect to the deci.sion of the Government t>f India 
on the resolution passed hy the Indian Legislative Asscmblv for taking over 
under State management, the East Indian and Great Indian Peninsular Rail- 
ways from their respective companies on the expiry of their present terms of 

x6tlS6 I 

Mr. RICHARDS : 1 am glad to rotor my hon. Friend to the answer which 

I gave to the hon and gallant Menil>er for the Melton Division (Sir C. Yate) 
on the 10th March last. ' 

IMilitauy Schools. 

Mr. MONTAGUE asked the Under-Secretary of State f(>r India whether 
his attention has been drawn to the resolution passed at tlie Maralha Educa- 
tional Conference, held at Morsi, in tiie Herars, on the 2 1st April culling upon 
the Government to establish military schools for the (Mhnatioii of lighting races 
with accommodation for Maralha youths, etc.; and whether he will consider 
the advisability of urging the Government of India to take a<tion on the lines 
proposed ? 

Mr. RICHARDS: On the information as yet available, my Noble Friend 
is unable ffl form any opinion on the proposal. 

Army (Indianihation). 

Mr. R. tlACKSON asked the Under-Secretary t)f State for India 
whether it is proposed to reconsider the question of the Indiunisutiou of the 
superior ranks of the Indian ArmyP 

Mr. T. WILLIAMS asked the Uiider-Secrcd-ary of State fur India 
W'hether it is proposed to reconsider the question of the Indianisation of the 
superior ranks of the Army? 

Mr._ RICHARDS : The process of Indianisation of t in* superic'r ranks oF 
the Indian Army which was recently inaugurated is not yet sufficiently advanced 
to make it necessary to consider what form the lattu* stages are likely to lake. 

Government of India Act (Com.mittkk of Inquiry). 

Lieut. -Colonel MEYIjER asked the Under-Seeretary of State for India 
whether the Cominitteo ajipointed hy the G<»vernment of India to go into tJio 
question of the working of the reforms has yet re|)f)rted ; and, if s»>, whetlnT a 
copy of the Report will he laid upon the tahh^ of the House? 

Mr. RICHARDS: My Noble Friend understands tliaL the (^oniniiite<' of 
Inquiry wdiich has been appointed hy the Government of Indiii has cumpleted 
the preliminary stages of the w(»rk, that is to say, tin* investigation of the legal 
and constitutional practicahility of action under the (iovcrnineui of India Act.., 
arid that the Guvernmeiit are now in a pc)siti<)]> iu proceed to the next stag<*, 
namely, to consider wdiat rcciuumeiidations, if any, can he made for action 
within these lines. My Nohlb Friend has not received the Report of the con- 
clusions arrived at in this jireliminary stage, which must Ik‘ of a purely forn ;;1 
character, nor would he consider it useful to lay a copy ol it upon tlie Table 
of the Hou.se. Tlhe House will he fully informed in due course of any material 
results of the iiiquirv that niav affect considerations of policy. 

• Earl WINTERTON: Do I understand that it is the intention of the 
Government to provide the House with the Report at the earliest convenience 
at some later date, and is it their intention to give a copy of this Report 
to the Standing Joint Committee? 

Mr. RICHARDS: The question refers to the inquiries that have been 
already completed and the answ^er to that is there would he no useful purpose «n 
laying a copy ctf the Report upon the Table. 

Sir HENRY CRAIK: Is it not the case that one of the functions of the 
Standing Joint Committee is to consider and report on any proposed changes? 
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Earl WINTERTON: How are we to undei stand the further Report which 
ia going to be published unless we see this Report, on which the further Report 
ia% be founded? 

Mr. RICHARDS : I think the Noble Lord had better wait until he seep 
the Report. 

Earl WINTERTON (**by Private Notice”) asked the Under-Secretary of 
State for India whether, in view of the fact that the published forms of re- 
ference of the Committee set up by the Government of India to inquire into 
the working of the Government of India Act includes the power to recom- 
mend amendments to that Act in order to rectify administrative imperfections, 
he can state if the Committee will report to the Viceroy or the Secretary of 
State, and whether there is any precedent for entrusting to an official Com- 
mittee, which has on it no Member of this House or another place, the duty 
of si^gesting alterations in an Act of Parliament. 

Mr. RICHARDS : The answer to the first part of the Noble Lord’s ques- 
tion is that the Committee will report to the Government of India, by whom 
it will be appointed. As regards the second part, the terms of reference to 
this Committee were closely foreshadowed in the speeches of Sir Malcolm Hailey 
in the Legislative Assembl.v on the 8th and 18th February, the relevant 
extracts from which were circulated in the Official Report of this House of 3rd 
March. It was then indicated as possible that the proposed inquiry might 
show ^’that some changes are required in the structure of the Act in order to 
rectify definite and ascertained defects experienced in actual working,” as 
distinct from changes involving amendment of the Constitution. I have had no 
time to search for actual precedents, but I have little doubt that alterations 
in Acts of Parliament have frequently been, and will frequently be, suggested 
by Committees containing no Member of either House of Parliament . 

Earl WINTERTON ; Am 1 to understand the hon. Gentleman to say that 
the constitution of the Committee was foreshacTowed in the speech which he 
made in this House in March? 

Mr. RICHARDS: No, I said the terms of reference. 

Lieut. -Colonel HOWARD BURY : Are not the terms of reference some- 
what wider than the hon. Member foreshadowed in his former speech? 

Sir H. CRAIK : Can the hon. Gentleman say when this report will bo 
submitted to the Joint Committee, w'hich was established for the purpose of 
considering such questions? 

Mr. RICHARDS : I think we had l)ettcr wait for the report. 

Earl WINTERTON: I beg to give Notice that I will raise this question 
on the Adjournment. (See p. 776). 

North West Frontier. 

Mr. LINFIALD asked the Under-Secretary of State for India what 
action, if any, the Government proposes to take on the Report of the North- 
West Frontier Committee; and w^hether this Report was received from the 
Government of India in 1922? 

Mr. RICHARDS : My Noble Friend is aw^aiting the proposals of the 
Government of India on this matter, and 1 am, therefore, not in a position to 
answer the first part of the question. The Report was first received here in 
December, 1922. • 


Taxation (Committer op En^tiiry), 

Mr. LTNFIELD asked the Under-Secretary of State for India what 
action has been taken by the Government of India for the ^pointment of the 
proposed Committee of Inquiry on Central and Provincial Taxation; who aro 
the Members of that Committee; and what are the Terms of Reference? , 

Mr. RICHARDS : The intention of the Government of India is to con- 
stitute the Committee in the autumn. It will be constituted as follows: 

Chairman : 

Sir Charles ToDHUNTiai, I.C.S. 

c MemherB i ^ 

Sib Percy Thompson, Maharaja of Burdwan and Dr. R. P. Paranjpye. 

The Terms of Beference are as follow : 
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(1) To examine the manner in which the burden of taxation is distributed 
at present between the different classes of the population. 

(2) To consider wdiether the whole scheme of taxation — centrali provincial 
,and local — is equitable and in accordance with economic principles and, if not, 
in what respects it is defective. 

*To report on the sutability of alternative sources of taxation. 

(4) To advise as to the machinery required for the imposition, assessment 
and collection of taxes, old and new. 

(5) To prepare rough estimates of the hnnncial effects of the proposals. 

(6) To include in the inquiry consideration of the land reveiuie only so far 
as is necessary for a comprehensive survey of existing eomlitious. 

Forest Service (Preventions.) 

Mr. RAWLINSON asked tlio Uiuler-Secretury of State for India whether 
any and what new arrangements have Ikhmi made, or are pn>posed, for 
the selection of probationers for the Indian forest service; and whether graduates 
of any university will still continue to he eligihlc for selection without further 
conditions being imposed; 

(2) whether any new urraiigeinenis have been made, or are proposed for 
the training of probationers for the Indian forest servii-c; whether such pro- 
bationers W’ill still continue to be able to Ik? trained at any university having 
a forestry department, or whether they will Iw »-oni|)olled to l>e trained at 
Oxford; and, if so, whether an opportunity of discussing the question in the 
House w’ill be given before any such regulation comes into force I* 

Mr. RICHARDS : The question of the training of forest probationers has 
been under consideration for some time, but this is (‘losely c*onneeted with the 
question of the future of the service. Recoinmendatioiis on this subject have 
been made by the Royal Commission, presided over by Ijord I<ee, whoso report 
will be published to-morrow. Until these recommendations have been considered 
by the Government of India, my Noble Friend is nnahio to make any state- 
ment. 

Mr. RAWLINSON : Up to the present has any altm'ation been made in 
the existing state of affairs, first as i-egards selected candidates and. secondly, 
as regards their training because largo sums of money appear to have lieen spent 
upon them. 

• Mr. RICHARDS: No. 

Sir H. CRATK : Has any Regulation been made (‘onfining the traininr' of 
these candidates to the University of Oxford to the exclusion of other Uni- 
versities. 

Mr. RICHARDS: I am not aware of it. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS~2NJ> JUNK, vm. 


Proportionate Penbionb. 

Mr WARDLAW MILNE asked the Under-»Secretary of State for India 
whether he can give the House the latest figures of resignations under the sys- 
tem of proportionate pension in the senior Civil Bervices in India? 

Mr. RICHARDS : I will circulate in the Official lU'port the figures asked 
ftir in the question. 

Following are the figures,: ^ ^ 

The number of retirements from the various services sanctioned up to date 
under the premature retirement rules is as follow\s : 

Indian Civil Service 
Indian Police Service ... 

Indian Educational Service 
• Indian Service of Engineers 

Indian Forest Service 
Indian Agricultural Service 
Veterinary Service 


87 

98 

36 

59 

24 

12 

6 


Total 


... 321 


A large proportion of these officers is still on leave pending retirement. 
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INDIA IN PARLIAMENT 
Military Operations (Payments). 

Mr. AYLES asked the ITnder-Secretary of State for India whether any 
interest has been paid to India on the sum of about £7,000,000 advanced by 
the Government of India from time to time for military operations in Iraq: 
during the years 1918 to 1921 ; and whether the consent of Parliament was 
obtained for this utilisation of Indian moncj’ for military operations outside 
India? 

Mr. RICHARDS : ITie answer is in the negative. The sums to which I 
gather my hon. Friend refers do not, my noble Friend is advised, come within 
the provisions of Section 22 of tlie Government of India Act. They represented, 
in tne main, account balances in respect of money order transactions, for the 
greater jiart relating to tlie year 1920-1921. Repayment was made in the course 
of 1921-1922. It would have been contrary to practice prevailing between the 
India Office and other Departments of State to claim interest on the moneys, 
and the facts of the case were not held to justify departure from the normal 
notice which is of course reciprocal. 

Mr. BROAD asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether, in 
view of the fact that a sum of 1‘2(;(),0(K) was paid out of Indian revenues to tl^c 
War Office in 1919 as a contribution towards military operations beyond^ the 
frontiers of India, he would state whether the sanction of this Parliament was 
obtained for this payment? 

Mr. RICHARDS; This payment was in respect of an exchange concession 
in connection with certain sterling war gratuities which were converted into 
rupees at the rate of Is. 4d. to the rupee, instead or Is. 8d., this rate being cur- 
rent at the time of issue August, 1918. The question of the incidence of cost of 
this concession w^as submitted to the arbitration of an hon. Member of this 
House, wlio decided that the w'bole cost should be borne by India. Tire question 
whether the payment will require the sanction of Parliament is under con- 
sideration along with other matters under discussion between the Government 
of India and the Imperial Government. 

Mr. HOFFMAN asked the Under-Secretarv of State for India wdiether, 
seeing that £1 3,000,000 were paid out of the Indian revenues to the War Office 
in 1919 as a contribution towards military operations l)eyond the frontiers of 
India and that it is laid down in Section 22 of the Government of India Act 
that the con.sent of both the Houses of Parliament must be taken for the 
employment of the Indian Array beyond the Indian frontiers, be will say whe- 
ther such consent w'as asked and obtained? 

Mr. RICHARDS: His Majesty’s Government were informed that the 
payment in question was provisional and subject to the ultimate approval of 
Parliament. Various questions affecting the substam^e and form of the Resolu- 
tion which would be required have been under discussion betw'ccn the Govern- 
ment of India and His Majesty’s Government and have delayed its submission. 
In the meantime the payment, as I have said, is provisional and subject to 
such adjustment as may be found necessary. 

Army Control. 

. Mr. MIJjLS asked the ITnder-Secretary of State for Indifi whether he is aware 
that the Esher Committee on the Indian Army recommend that the Army in 
India should be entirely under the control, real as as ivell as nominal, of the 
Government of India, and should be free from any domination or interference 
by the War Office on matters of military policy, organisation, or administration, 
and that ‘such co-ordination as ma.v be desirable between the military policies 
or organisations of different parts of the Empire should bjB secured by discussion 
and agreement at conferences at which India is adequately represented ; and 
whether this recommendation has been accepted and acted on by His Majesty’s 
Government P ' » 

Mr. RICHARDS : His Majesty’s Government, realising the importance of 
maintaining the responsibility and control of the Government of India, have 
decided that the Government of India must be responsible for all questions of 
military policy, organisation and administration of the Army in India, subject 
to* the control of the Secretary of State for India, as provided for in the Gov- 
ernment of India Act. On all discussions on questions of military policy and 
organisation India is adequately represented. 
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Th« SatyamurU — Olivier Correspondkuca* 

SOUSE OF LOBDS—JUNK SRD., IQH- 

m f?? ^ Jf***** •* Vtoeouiit PEEL tad tht Mtoalaa «»«•• 

**To call the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the letter written by 
the Secretary of State for India to Mr. Satyamurti, member of the Madras 
Xdegislative Council, and particularly to the statement contained in that 
letter that the maintenance of the communal system is antagonistic to the 
possibility of any proper working of democratic institutions in India; and 
to move for Papers.” 

The NOBLE VISCOUNT said: My Lords, .1 desire to call the attention of 
your Lordships, and of His Majesty’s Government, to a letter written by the 
becretary of State for India to Mr. Satyamurti, and I think I ought to read 
the letter, which is quite short, before I comment upon it. It runs flius ; 

‘*I have been glad to receive your letter, and am strongly disposed to share 

f ur confidence that closer contact with the Swaraj Party is very desirable. 

am interested to receive your observations on the working of th*© diarchy in 
Madras, and your project for forming a non-communal Party. I rather gather 
from the debates in the Council that this was already the platform the 
Swarajists desired. It certainly seems to me that th© maintenance of the 
communal system is antagonistic to the possibility of any proper working of 
democratic institutions in India.” 

I do Bjpt know why Mr. Satyamurti was selected hy the Secretary of 
State as the recipient of this important niiKsive. As far as 1 have been able 
to discover the hast and the political predilections of this gentleman, he is 
member of the Legislative Council of Madras, ho is wolhknown as a non-co* 
operator and as a strong supporter of tho Swaraj movement. 

I may say at once that this letter which w'as addressed hy th© Secretary 
of State was not authorised by him to ho published, and that,* I think, is oiio 
of the unfortunate aspects of this incident; because when a private letter is 
published it |B;ives people the impression that you are really getting at the inner 
mind of the individual who has so published it. When w© express ourselves in 
public documents or in Despatches, we naturally make use of that dignified^ 
solemnity and occasional obscurity of language which is sometimes iiocosHary 
in that class of communication. But in private letters we express ourselves with 
the directness and familiarity which is permitted in those documents. Although 
this letter, I agree, ought not to have Ijeen puhlishcd, we have to deal with 
the facts of the case as they are and the effects which that letter may have had. 

It is common knowledge that this question of CHimmunal representation — 
that is to say, of representation by religious communities—is, and has long 
been, a very burning and controversial one in India. It is well known that 
the abolition oF this communal system is the aspiration of a largo body of 
Hindu politicians, for the very simple reason that, if that were done, they 
would got far larger representation in the Assembly and in the Councils, and 
would have far more political control. T do not know whetlier this consideru- 
tiem appealed to the mind of the Secretary of State when he addrcvssed tho 
letter to this gentleman. W’hat did he suppose? Did he snpposo that this 
gentlcmian was going to go about for the rest of his life, all on fire with infor- 
mation which he is bound to “suppress, and burdened with a secret which, if 
delivered to the public, must, of course give him a natural precedence among 
his political fellows ? The Secretary of State has had a long career. He has had 

n at experience in the Civil Service. He has been a Colonial Governor, and, 
lelieve, head of another great political Department, and I think it argues 
very well for that simplicity of mind which he has been able to maintain through 
all the changes of political and official life that he still, no doubt, considered that 
a politician would not do violence to his c^wn intimate feelinirs, and consider 
that in the public interest he must publish a matter of public import. 

Position of the Viceroy. • 

I wish to examine this matter from one or two different aspects. What, 
I eak is, and what must bo, the position of the Viceroy and his Government 

w 
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in face of commuhloflitiomi' of lA» Ida^ OoicitaotlT i^miituii^tions, public 
and pmatCj important and intimatei are passing between the S^e^ry of 
State and the Vioer^, and it is of the highest importance ior the good govern- 
ment of India that there should be complete and absolute confidence existing 
between those two great officials. What must be the opinion or the^ feelings oi 
a Viceroy — and his position is difficult enough in all conscience in these daj'S-—, 
when he docs not know, or ma^r feel that he cannot know from moment to 
moment, what other communications on important subjects are passing, not 
through the recognised channels of correspondence but through pputicians^xiot 
even officials — selected at will, 1 suppose, from prominent Swarajists or non-oo^ 
dperators in various parts of India H His nervousness is bound to be increased, 
because, evdn if these declarations, or letters are upon same subjects as those 
which have been dealt with in correspondence between the Viceroy and ‘the 
Secretary of State, you may have different versions differently expressed of tho 
same policy, and these versions, 1 can assure your Lordships, are carefully 
compared, collated, and contrasted by some of the most ingouious minds that 
you have in the world, by lawyers of great acuteness, by persons who may be 
said to be the lineal descendants of the old commentators on the Upanishads. 
They are most skilled in all the intricacies of language, and the danger of 
communications of this kind is that different inferences will be drawn by 
these gentlemen as to the policies guiding the minds of the Viceroy .'and 
the Secretary of State. 

The remarkable tiling is that the Secretary of State himself has drawn 
attention to the danger of any looseness of language. He commented not 
long ago in your Lordships’ House with great severity upon a statement made 
by Mr. Lloyd George when he was Prime Minister in a well-known speech known 
88 the *^steel frame speech.” The intention of that speech was perfectly clear. 
It was intended to give fresh heart to the Servi :es which wef3 suffering from 
the situation in which they found themselves, very largely as the result of the 
ifow reforms. But he used one loose expression from which at once arose 
a flood of deduction^ of speculation, and of inference, which seemed to suggest 
that the Prime Minister was going to go back on the declarations of 1917 and 
the Act of 1919 that the Reforms were to be stavoJ, and that the word of Great 
Britain was to be imperilled. You may say that these are large buildings to 
erect either upon a phrase or upon a letter, but that is a characteristic of 
many of these Indian politicians, and you have to deal with them, indeed, ds yon 
And them. And there is no soil in which these seeds of suspicion can grow 
more rapidly than in the rather heated and inflammable soil of Indian politics. 

Perhaps I do some injustice to the noble Lord, because, after all, he is only 
following the example that has been set him by so many of bis colleagues in the 
Labour Government. It has been one of the marked characteristics of this 
Government that they seem to have a singular aversion from making their 
first statement on important subjects within the walls either of another ^ace or 
of this House. There are many instances in which they have thus spread the 
light of their countenance, and in which the first beams of some new project has 
appeared in a newspaper, either in America or elsewhere. Their international 
sympathies, I suppose, require some degree of international propaganda. Any- 
how, it is, I think, the greatest contribution of the Labour Government — their 
main contribution in fact — ^towards constitutional innovation. 

Now let me ask what is the exact interpretation of the words of • tfle 
Secretary of State. First of all, I would observe that in the first portion 
of the letter he was “strongly disposed to share your confidence that closer con- 
tact with, the Swaraj Party is very desirable.” On that I have only to make 
one observation — ^that if it is thought wise that there should be any rapproche- 
ment in this connection with the leaders of any Party in India it is far better left 
to the Viceroy and to his advisers there. After all, they are on tho spot and 
they know the whole situation in a way that the Secretary of Stiate canne# 
know it. Moreover, they know the individuals there who are to be trusted and 
who are not to be trusted. 

The CoMMtTNAL Question. 

^ The latter part of the statement to which I attach more importance — that 
as to the communal system-^is, I think, capable of more than •bne interpreta- 
tipn. It may, for instance, suggest that communal representation is necessary; 
tpa-t tins is incompatible with democratic government, antj that until the 
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dirap^eated aud deep-rooted differeuoes oa whi<^ oommaiial representatioii ii 
founded are reconciled, the democratic aspirations of' Indian pmiticiaiis irntst 
r^uiain unsati^ed. If it mean that, it is apparently a mild, plwosophic rebake 
^ministered by the Secretary of State to Mr. Satyamurti. l>ut after oarelully 
iiivostigatiug the evidence, i cannot help cuniiug to the conclusion that tins 
is not the* right gloss or interpretation to be placed upon this particular docu* 
meat. to regard the geiieraf yica*8 and sympathies of the Party 

with which the noble Lord is associated, and looking at those asso*. 

ciations nnd sympathies, 1 think the simplest interpretation is that 

communal representation is an obstacle to sel^-goveriimeut, and that 

It ought, tUerelore, to be removed. 1 remcmher eKamuiing at the 
General JSiectioii many of the Labour declarations and filectioii addresses 
with a view to deciding what tlieir policy was. They wore certainly 
based upon the must colossal ignorauc'e of the situation, and their 

Ignorance w'as only oqujaUed by their colossal self-conlideuce. Hut they w'ore all 
in the same direct ion—a general feeling that immediate self-government should 
be granted to India. Therefore, that inclines me to this latter interpretation. 

Let me say this only about tlieir speeches. The C.haiir*ellor of the Kxcliequer 
said the other day how valuable a thing it would bo if all their pre-£loction 
speeches were to be burned. 1 am certainly inclined to echo that sentiment, 
hinfortuuatoly, whatever you may do in this country, then* can He no purification 
by fire of this kind in India. Tlieso ohKcrvatioiiK, thrown out cuKiially and 
carelessly very often, are treasured and made nule of in the retentive memory 
of the Indian politician. 

I understand from a letter or siaiemoiit that 1 think was puhliKlied by the 
noble Lord that he has more tbaii one cxx>lanation. It is always useful to 
have more^han one explanation of any particular c*oiirse one has taken. He 
says that this is a mere speculation; it is not a declaration of policy. I submit 
to your Lordships that the more speculations of the Secretary of State for 
India ring and reverberate throughout India and that on this matter, though 
individual Secretaries of State may have their ow'u opinions, if they differ in 
any sense from the political and public opinions that they are putting forward, 
for Heaven’s sake let them bury them in the remotest safe that they possess in 
their chambers. Another statement by the noble Lord was that he was only 
repeating some statement that he had already made to your Lordships on 
another occasion. 


> The SECRKTARY OF STATE for India (Lord Olivier): What is the iioblef 
Viscount quoting from? He referred in the previous Kenicnce to something I 
said. He is now talking of something else that I said, and 1 want to know 
wherQ it comes from. 

' Viscount PEEL: I was quoting from a statement which was stated to 
have^been received from the noble Lord and published in the “Daily Telegraph.” 

Lord OLIVIER; \ cannot imagine what the noble Lord is referring to. 
If he will tell me I shall be very glad. 

Viscount PEEL: 1 will read the exact statement. It was a statement 
published, I think, in the “Daily Telegraph,” and it learns— 

Lord OLIVIER : Will the noble Viscount read precisely what it is he ii 
quoting P: Will he read the whole statement? 1 do not know what he is 

• Viscount PEEL ; I am referring, first of all, to the defences that may be 
put forward by the noble Lord^ 

Lord OLIVIER : To th<l defences that may be put forward P 


Viscount PEEL: Yes. , , tr- 

Lord OLIVIER: I am obliged to the noble Viscount. 

Viscount PEEL : I referred, of course, to a statement that was published 
ik the “Daily Telegraph,” which I presume— if 1 am wrong, of course, I with- 
Araw it— Was issued by the noble Lord, and in any case it is said to be same as 
tAie statement already made in your Lordships’ House. , 

Lord OLIVIER : That is a statement which appears, I believe, as “learned 


by Reuter. 

Viscount PEEL : 


If the noble Lord has nothing to do with it I will not 


^ut it forward as his own. 

Lord OLmER: I have nothing to do with that statement. - 

Visbouht PEEL; Then may 1 put it in this way— that it is possible that 
iSu noble Lord may contend that this statement has already been made or 
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Kordg simUar to it ottered in yoor LordslSpe’ HouwP It put it in that 
form, and the noble Lord does not object to that statement? 

, Lord OLIVIER: To what statement? 

Viscount PEEL : To the statement I have just made. I say that it id 
quite possible that the noble Lord may contend that the statement contained m 
the letter has been already made in the same or in another form before’ your 
Lordships’ House. 

Lord OLIVIER ; I take no objection to that — no. 

Viscount PEEL: The noble Lord takes no objection to that, and 1 am 
much obliged,, to the noble Lord, because 1 have examined rather carefully and 
read through the very long statement he made in your Lordships’ House in 
Pebruary last, and I cannot see there any statement similar to the one that 
is contained in this letter. There is, 1 agree, a statement with referenoe to 
affairs in Kenya, but that, of course, Is a very differenj> business from India. 
There is also a general statement about the representation of common interests — 
unless a Parliamentary system is welded together by predominant common 
inter^ts from its foundation in the electorate upwards no theoretical constitution 
that may be arrived at by a concordat among leaders of divergent interests 
can prevent it from flying asunder.” 

That is the only passage that I can recall which has any likeness to 
the passage in the present letter. As your lordships know the term ’^oommu- 
nal representation” is a very special term of art meaning a specific thine, 
and 1 do not think that any one reading the speech of the noble Lord could 
have supposed from his observations about common interests that he was 
really referring to the substitution of a common electoral roll for the com- 
munal representation now obtaining in India. • 

Possible Indian Suspicions. 

However that may be, I attach no very great importance to that point for 
this reason that it all depends, of course, on the circumstances under which the 
statement is made, on the importance that is given to that statement, and 
the surrounding conditions and feelings under which the statement is made. 
At the present moment, as your Lordships know, an investigation is going on 
into the defects in the working of the Act of 1919. A Committee has been investi- 
gating that matter. 1 understand that a further Committee with unoffici&l 
members is also going to deal with these defects. I do not think that the 
reference to the Committee which the noble Lord was kind enough to send 
me would admit of their dealing with this great subject of communal interests, 
but I suggevA that people do not road very carefully terms of references to Com- 
mittees. and it is very unfortunate that a referenoe should be made to the 
mind or the Sacretary of State on so important a matter as communal represen- 
tation just at the momeirt when an investigation is being conducted into the 
working of the Constitution ; for a suspicion may arise that this, among other 
subjects, is going to be considered by that particular Committee. 

Let me address myself to the real gravity of spreading through India a 
statement of this kind in the present situation. It suggests, as I have said, 
that the Secretary of State is in favour of the at)olition of communal represen- 
tation — a ^reat and an immense boon from the political point of view to the 
Hindu politician, but a great risk and danger to the vast Moslem community, 
the Sikh community, and the other smaller communities which have separate 
representation, a representation which they woul9» not be entitled to if merely 
heads wel;^ counted. 

This is a very old subject, as the Secretary of State knows. I was look- 
ing at the Report signed by Mr. Montagu and Lord Chelmsford on the Indian 
Constitutional Reforms. Tney have a paragraph dealing with this case. They 
express, first of all, as strongl;^ as a secretary of State can, That communak 
electorates may be a serious hindrance to the development of a self-governing 
system, but, after having expressed that opinion, they go on to say, in the 
strongest way, that they are in favour of communal representation, especially as 
regards the Moslems. They say that the Mahomedans were given special 
representation ' with separate electorates in 1909, and that the Mahomedan 
regards these reforms as settled facts, and that any attempt to grs back on them 
would raise a storm of bitter protest and i>ut a severe strain on the loyalty of 
an India which has behaved with conspicuous loyalty during a period ^of 
yery great diffloulty. The Mahome&ns, again, regard separate representation 
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and communal electoraioB as their awn adequate safeguards. It is plain front 
this, and it is plain from other events, that the Moslems have a ver>* strong 
feeling on this question of communal electorates. 

Avhatever their feeling may be — whether lor Hotne Rule for themselves, of 
whether they would prefer to oe under the Government of this country — there • 
IS no question that there is one form oi Swaraj they do not a^ant, and that is a 
Hindu Swaraj. Indeed, if Self-Government were granted tu-inorrow, if the 
declarations in many of these Election addresses were put into force to-morrow, 
i think it is probable that the desire and the determinatiuii of Moslem India to 
have separate communal representation would be even stronger than it is 
to-day. iiut, after all, this political aspect of \t is only another asiiect of the 
feeling which is expressed in a common speech. Whereas in this country you 
may ask whether a man is a Frenchman or an Englishman, in the East you are 
more inclined to ask is he a Moslem, is he a Hindu, or is he a 6ikh. 

There may be objections from the abstract political point of view to these, 
communal electorates. There is, at tho present moment, a very considerable 
reaction in many quarters iti Jiidia against the impact of Western ideas, i think 
it would be very unfortunate if we strengthened the forces of that reaction 
by trying to force upon those communities one form of our Western institutions 
which is not justiliea by the conditions of the day, and by tho political situation, 
it is very unfortunate^ especially at this time and in view of recent history, 
that there should be any risk of stirring up again MoHlein feeling in that 
country. We know what disturbance^ were caused by the feeling respecting 
the tight bonds in which Turkey was tied by the Treaty of Sevres, but as regarUs 
the Treaty of Lausanne which, as your Lordships know, in some quarters ot this 
country mat with crticism, there can he no doubt tliut so far as Indian feeling 
is concerned the settlement under that Treaty of J^ausanno was wholly beneficent. 

It is very unfortunate when, after that settlement, Moslem feeling is quietening 
down that it should be stirred up again, and I am afraid, from certain evidence 
tfe have seen in the papers, it is being stirred again hy the suspicion or the 
fear that there may be some desire in tho mind of tlie Secretary of btate— 
some sympathy in the mind of the Secretary of State — to go back on that 
settlement which was reached after so much discussion and examination. 

I do not want to go over the whole field of Indian politics, but I should like 
to add that the same apiijies in the ca.se of tho Sikhs. Wo know very well that 
there has* been a great disturbance, especially in the Punjab, mainly owing 
, to the Akali movement which, starting as a religious movement, was seised upon 
by the politicians, and became a very largo political movement. It has caused 
trouble to the successive Governors in the Punjab, but that feeling Is quietening 
down and it would be a thousand pities if a fear that they would be swamped 
electorally by the surrounding population were to be aroused among the Bikhs by 
the publication of this letter. 

1 am going to ask one thing of the Secretary of State. I am going to ask 
him if he will be good enough — and 1 hope that he will do it — to state dennitoly 
in this House that whatever may 'have been the statements of the letter, what- 
ever may have been his abstract view as to the relation of the communal system 
in the electorates to democratic government, yet that he has him^lf not the 
sliehtest intention— that it is far from his thought^f making any disturbance, 
o* of altering in any way the settlement that was then arrived at. 1 hereforo 1 
urge upon him to quench thp fire he has kindled before, by tho breath ot 
rumour and suspicion, it grovfs into a mightier eoriflagratiori. 1 beg to move.— 

[Then follows the Motion on the Paper as yiven before.} 


’Lord Olivier’s Reply. 

AT.T\nH!R •— Mv Lords I liavc been wondering for about a week what 

«on. Tlf noble Vi*«o«nt hw ^ tLf I h'^ve^ Wm.tte“ 

te alyfl’ wm the history of the whole of this correspondence. 



Mb. SAtYAVtTBTl. * 

There is a gentleiaiii in the Madras CbuncU nam^ Saiyaiburti. He: 
is a Biember of the Swaraj Party. The Swaraj Party means the eelf^QTeriiN^ 
ment Party^ and it is the most advanced section of the reform movement in.'' 
^ India, which is distirifouted into sections knovm as the Swarajists, the Jthdwen- 
dents, the Liberals and the Moderates, all of them aiming at self-government 
for India, but desiring to pursue a somewhat different phase of acceleration 
towards its attainment. Mr. Satyamurti had an interview with Mr. Montagu 
when he was in Office, and consequently I imagine him to be a person of some 
consideration and, at any rate, of reasonable address. Mr. Ben Spoor, now 
the Chief Whip of the Labour Party in the House of Commons, was in India 
some years ago and he formed the acquaintance of Mr. Satyamurti. When the 
Labour Government came into Office in January last Mr. Satyamurti forthwith 
addressed a friendly letter to Mr. Ben Spoor expressing his views on certain 
questions. Mr. Ben Spoor wrote back to Mr. Satyamurti and suggested that 
anything he wished to say about Indian matters should be address^ to myself. 

Mb. Satyamubti’s letteb to Lobd Olivier. 

1 then received from Mr. Satyamurti this letter which 1 will read: — 

** l>ear Lord Olivier, 

“ You will kindly excuse the liberty I take in writing to you willhout having 
the privilege of your acquaintance. My friend Mr. Ben Spoor has suggested my 
writing to you, and 1 am doing so. 1 'may say at once that 1 quite recognise 
the limitations of your Party, in office and not in power. 1 may add that I 
am a Swarajist and 1 believe fully in our programme, but I want to assure 
you that we are not political ogres and that we are only waiting far a right 
gesture on your part. Summon a round-table conference and you will find our 
leaders reasonable, practical and willing to recognise real Imperial obligations. 
Naturally, 1 am particularly interested in Madras. Diarchy has worked havoc 
here. A purely communal Party, with no political faith or programme, has 
been put in power and Madras promises to become the Ulster of India. We are 
just now forming a non-oommunal Party in the local Council. It is up to Lord 
Goschen to help us to the extent he can. I shall be glad to see him and put 
my point of view before him if he sends for me. 1 ^all be glad to write to 
you in more detail on hearing from you.’* 

I replied to that letter. I did not mark my letter ‘private.’ 

Some comment has been made by the noble Viscount as if it was an improper 
thing on the part of my correspondent to publish that letter. I did not write 
with the idea or the desire that he should publish it; but when I am writing 
a letter of an intimate character which 1 do not want on any account to be 
published, 1 mark it private. All my life 1 have made this my rule in ordinary 
circumstance, that if any person of any political Party whatever, however dis- 
tant from my own views, whatever reputation he may enjoy among any other 
Party, writes to me a civil letter expressing certain views, then he will receive 
from me a civil and frank answer to the best of my ability. 

And the answer 1 gave to this gentleman was a civil and frank answer, 
and in my opinion a perfectly discreet answer. 1 will read it to you again : — 

“I have been glad to receive your letter.” — , 

May 1 have the noble Viscount’s attention, and I hope I shall not be in- 
terrupted. The noble Viscount said that this lettqr will be studied by pundits 
who are careful interpreters of language. I am glad to think that is so. 1 
wrote as follows: — 

“ 1 have been glad to receive your letter of the Srd instant, and am strongly 
disposed to share your confidence that a closer contact with thef Swaraj party is 
very desirable.” 

That was an echo of a statement I made in this House with the authority^ 
and consent of His Majesty’s Government. 'Consequently it was not a new pro- 
nouncement on my part, but it expressed my sincere feeling and desire. 

Ibet me read the passage to which 1 refer and as anticipating that com* 
ffiunication : 

• “ His Majesty’s Government have been impressed by two characteristics 
in the atmosphere of Indian politics. The first is the intense and, as they 

oonvincea, the grievously mistaken mistrust and the determination of un- 
"i^mpromising intransigence indicated in the election manifesto of the Swaraj 
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diwtUf«ction «xpreMedi:iby mu^'noSwvtm iil" 
t Secondly, and i^re recentlj^, an appreciable mojiU* 

noaxion of that hostile and intransigent attitude has b^n indicated «*’'*— 


And I may say that Mr. Satyamurti’s letter is a \*ery good example of it-— ^ 

•‘ not* only in the r^ent proceedings in the I^eg'slative Assembly, but in many 
^mmunications and expressiors of oninion wliicli have reached His Majesty's 
Gorernment both through official and unofficial channels’* — 

I had not at that time received Mr. Satvnm' rti’s letter — 

“ from persons representing weighty and influent al opinion who are anxious 
that by some manner of conference a way forward may be found out of the 
present difficylties. 

** His Majesty’s Government are earnestly dos’roiis of nvailing 

themselves in whatever may lie found the best pofsible method of this manifest 
disposition towards effeetual consultation. Various modes of making this 
approach have been unofficially suirgested. The Legislative Avsembly have pro- 
posed a round-table conference. The Indian National C<inference is proposing 
to send a deputation ovor,^ and representatives of Indian intercut in this ooun- 
try have suggested a Mission to India. His Majesty’s Government, while they 
are open to consider anv practical proposals, are not vet satisfled as to what 
may be the best means for establishing that closer c«»i»tact and better under* ' 
standing that is so manifestly desirable. Romo menus of arriving at. that closer 
contact must, thej^ are convinced, be sought, and they hope, after due mnsnltn- 
tion with the Government of India, to he able with the least avoidable delay 
to decide upon the means they will desire to adopt.” 

I am iiepeating that statement berau.se it is precisely the temper in which 
I wrote and phrased my answer to Mr. Satyamiirti. 

No one in this House will deny that better contact and a hotter understand- 
ing, between members of the Rwarai Party and all other progressive Parties 
in India who are coming over to England, and sendiinr deputations here to 
the Secretary of State, cannot hut work for the good of India and also for the 
better understanding of the difficulties with which we have to deal. Can any 
one take the slightest ohiection to the suggestion of that reasonable and very 
necessary resort? That is the first phrase of my letter. The second one is 
this : — -* 


“ I am interested to receive vour observations on the w'orking of Diarchy 
in Madras and on your project of forming a non-comnmnal party. ” 

I do not think that phrase can he held to express any declaration of policy. 
I say “ I am interested.” I was. 

“ I rather gather from reading the debates of the (-01111011 that this was 
already the platform Swarajists desire.” 

In the Madras Council, owing to the enormous prepondernnce of non- 
Brahmins, a wholly T)on-Br!^limiri Ministry has been set, up, and T noticed a 
movement in the Madras Council to protest ihut the interests of ininoritios 
were not being properly considered; that is to sav, thnt the communal system, 
giving an enormous preponderance of non-Brahiniri voters in Madras, was, in 
the opinion of the Swarajists, being somewhat niisiied. 

“ Certainly it seems to me that the maintenance of the communal system 
i# antagonistic to the possibility of any proper working of democratic institu- 
tions in India.” , 


Innocent Opinion. * 

The word “ antagonistic ” is a Greek word with which some journalists 
may not be familiar. To say that in my opinion a certain system is antagonis- 
tic’ to the working of democratic institutions is not, 1 can assure the noble 
discount, tantamount to saying that I am going to use my powers as Recretarv 
of State immediately to force the Viceroy and the Council, the House of Lords 
^ and the House of Commons, to upset the Constitution of India. It expressed 
aii opinion, and that opinion appeared to me to he an exceedingly innocent 

opinion. , . ^ xi. • 

I heard in Ahis House with great pleasure, ahont two or throe months ago, 
« ^uisition «y the noWe Earl, Lord Balfour. J^ioh he Burvev^ hia 
M -fe how far and in what respect the peenhar characUmtioa 
Indian njitiop might make them fit for democratic ipatitnt^onH, 



liroiA W [9. w lrtntM. 

1 ^ JO iorW 1 wa» conoernedi d did ^make on Feb* d6* 

im dMrratiOT which llbe ndfcrle ViBconnt has quoted rsfiardii^ the effect ^ 
the oomqmnal system on the working of democratic institntioBs, Since the 
noble Viscount has proposed to raise this question in this House and to idiallenge; 
me upon it, I hare looked up the statements of other authorities upon /*this" 
aubje^, other critics of Indian Government and Indian institutions, ana 1 have 
found as I expected, that they are one and all of exactly the same opinibn as 
myself, including the noble Viscount^l will not quote the noble Viscount— that 
the 'Working of this system is antagonistic to democratic institutions. 

Elbctobal Arbangeuentb. 

! Before I pass to that point, however, 1 should like to give tout Lordships. 
a sketch of that which is called the communal organisation of politics in India, 
and 1 think that when I have given it your Lordships will ad^it flaat it is 
rather in the nature of a crazy quilt, liable to produce nfohtmare in any of 
those who have to administer the Constitution under it. The. rules made un« 
der the Government of India Act prescribe, inttr alia, the qualifications 
^ of electors^ the constitution of constituencies and the method of election for 
liquilpilB, including the number of members to be elected by communal and 
qtncr electorates,* ° and the qualificatinu for being and for being nominated 
lor elected a member of any such Council.” The rules framed under these pro- 
insioiis’^idlassify electorates as general and special, and the general constituencies 
are en a territorial basis — that is to say, each covers a defined territorial area 
cdbsiiiting, in the case of certain constituencies, of a single town or a group of 
districts and in a few cases of a whole Province. With the single exception 
of Burma, general constituencies are communal; that is to say, a given area in 
e' Province forms several constituencies, which consist of tho qualifi^ electors 
of a particular community resident in the area. 

Communities for which their own general constituencies thus exist are; — 

Mahomedans. — In all provinces; except Burma, 

NON-MAnoMBDANS (i.e., in effect, Hindus) — In all provinces, except Burma. 
Europeans — In all provinces, except Assam. (In the Punjab and the Central 
Provinces, by nomination.) 

Anglo-Indian (generally people of mixed race), — In Madras, Bengal and Burma 
(In Bombay, the United Provinces and the Central Provinces, by nomina- 
tion.) 

Sikhs. — In the Punjab, 

Indian Christians. — In Madras. (In Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces, the 
Punjab and Bihar, by nomination.) 

In all these cases the electors must be of the community specified, and 
members of one community cannot vote in the electorate of any other commu- 
nity. In all cases also the candidate must be of the same community as that 
of the electorate for which he sits, except in Assam and the United Provinces 
where this restriction on* candidatures does not (in theory)' apply. In Burma 
the bulk of the general constituencies are non-communal, but there are con- 
stituencies set apart for Europeans, Ainrlo-Tndians and Karens, and Indians, 
who, if they live in areas which form these constituencies, can vote only for 
candidates of their own race. 

The special constituencies are of the following kinds, to give special repre- 
sentation to the interests denoted by the names : to landholders, in all Pro- 
vinces; to Universities — that is the anomaly of which we are still suffering the 

S resence — in all Provinces; to commerce and induStry, in all Provinces except 
•ihar; tp*p]anters in Madras, Bihar and Assam; and to mining in Bihar and 
the Central Provinces. These are instances of the special representation of 
classes or communities. Besides communal electorates, provision exists in the 
rules for the special representation of certain classes or communities by nomina- 
tion, that is by ear-making for them one or more of the seats which the# 
Governor fills by nomination. These are: — (1) Depressed classes — ^in all pro- 
vinces but the Punjab and Assam; (2) inhabitants of “backward tracts” — in 
Madras and Assam; (3) the labouring classes — in Bombay, Bengal, Bihar, Assam 
and Burma; (4) the cotton trades — ^in Bombay: (5) Punjabi officers and soldiers 
— id the Punjab; (6) Aborigines — in Bihar; (7) Bengali domiciled community — 
in Bihar; (8) industrial interests — in Bihar; (9) Indian commeitse — in Burma. 
It will thus be seen that the special provision by nomination partakes of the 
cbaracter in sosnq cases of general (communal) copstitqencies an^ in others 
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question is such as to make tim provision of electoral 
” a® I impossible. In Madras and Bombay twenty-eight and aia 
^eatfr respectively in certain plural-member noii-Mabomedan constituencies are 
rescued tor non-Brahmins by an arrangement which ensures that, if there is a 
non-Branmin candidate for one of these seats, he secures it whatever bis poai* 
tion at the poll. 


Crucial Test — the Montfobd Beport. 

Those are the electoral arrangements which resulted from tli© attempt to 
force the* Montagu-Clielmsford reforms under the best system possible 
at the present time. With regard to the statements of my nohle friend Lord 
Chelmsford and of Mr. Montagu, the nohle Viscount has given a very garbled 
extract, that is to say, he took out one particuliir sentence of what they wrote. 
1 am going to read to your Lordships what is practically tlie more important 
fhey wrote, indicating the place whore the reservation whic?h the 
« Viscount made comes in. First of all tliey say, under a hen(ljng to the 
eiiect wmt communal electorates are opposed to the teaching of history:—/ 

I™ u ^ crucial test to which, as we conceive, all propossils slioiihl he brought' 
IS whether th^^ will or will not help to curry Indisi towartls responsihle govern- 
ment. .... But when we consider what responsihle government implies and‘ 
how it was developed in the world, we cannot taki* this view. Wo find it in 
its earliest beginnings resting on an effeef ive sense of the eommon intere.stR, a 
bond compounded of community of race, religion and language.” 

The able Viscount o noted me as saying — and f am much <»hliged to him 
for quoting it, for it will save me the tronhle — that om* of the great difhr’ultie.s 
of establishing democracy in India was that the communitv was so divided hy 
divergent racial and temperamental interests, and His Majesty’s («ovornmeiit 
did not believe that until those divergent interests and tcmperaimuits Inid been 
consolidated into a common public purpose you could have stable iuKtitutions 
in India. That ho cpioted from me, and f am obliged to him for doing so. 

The Report continued: — 

** In the earlier form which it assumed in Kuro])e it anpeared «)nly when 
the territorial principle had vanquished the tribal princi]ue, and blood and 
religion had ceased to assert a rival claim with the State to a citir/'n’s allegi- 
ance; and throughout its development in West(*rn countries, even in casoif 
where special reasons to the contrary wore present, it has rested (umsistaiitly 
on the same root princi[)le. ...... Wo eonclnde nnliesitaiingly that the. history 

of self-government among the nations who developed it, and spread it. through 
the world, is decisively against the admission by Ibo State of anv divided allegi- 
ance against the State’s arranging its memhers in any ivay whieTi en(^oiirage.s 
them to think of them.selves primarily as citiKciiK of any smaller unit than 
itself. 


Policy ok Divipe. 

“ Indian lovers of their country would ho the first to admit that India 

g enerally has not yet acquired the citizen spirit and if we are really to lead 
er to self-government, we must do all that we possibly ran to eall it f(>rth in 
hA* people. Division hy creeds and chis.ses means the. creating of political 
camps, organised against eac\ otlier, and teaches men to think as jmrtisan.s 
and not as citizens; and it is? difficult to see how the eliango from this system 
to national representation is ever to occur. Tlie British Ooveriimenf is oftet. 
accused of dividing men in order to govern them. Hnt if it unnoceKsarily 
divides them at "Uie very moment when it prol esses to ^ta^t them on the road 
to governing themselveii, it will fiiul it difficult to meet tlie charge of being 
k^ocritical or short-siRhted. . . , . , . . . , 

There is another important point. A minority whirli is civcn epenial 
representation owing to its weak and backward state is positively eneouraged 
to settle down into a feelina; of satisfied seeiirity; it is 'jnder no inducement 
to educate and qualify itself to make good the sroiind whuh it has lost com- 
pared with the rtronser majority. On the other hand, the latter w,|| temt*- 
ed to feel that ihey have done all they need do for their weaker fellow country- 
men and that they are free to use their power for their own purposes. The 
give-and-take which is the essence of political life is lacking. There is no in- 
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ducement to tEe one sMe to forbear, or to the other to exert itself. The com* 
Aiinal i^stem stereotypes existing relations. 

^ “We regard any system or communal electorates, therefore, as a vei7 
' ^ serious hindrance to the development of the self-governing principle. The ^eYiuT 
of any extension of the system are plain.'* • - . 

Then the writers of the Report refer to the fact that communal repr^enta- 
tion,< had been necessarily gi^anted to the Moslems, and that there was ho oues- 
tio^' of recommending its beipg withdrawn. They also wf,nt on to say that 
eommunaf representation of tpe Sikhs was sugc:ested. The Report sroes on : — 

. At the same timO we must face the hard facts. ^ The Mahomedans were 

given special representation with separate electorates in 1909. Wo 

had been pressed to extend the concession to other cpmuimiities. Home have 
based their claim on their backward, others on their advanced, condition. Thus 
the Sikhs in the Piiniab, the non^Brahmins in Madras (although in that Presi- 
dency these actually constitute a majority), the ^Indian Ohr^tiftns, the Anglo- 
Indians, the Kuropeans, and Jihe Lingayat community in Bombay have all 
asked for communal representation. The large land-owning classes also gene- 
rally desire representation in an electorate of their own Any general 

extension of the communal systems, however, would only encourage still further 
demands, and would in our deliberate opinion be fatal to that development of 
representation upon a national basis in which alone a system of responsible 
government can possibly be rooted. 

SOUTHBOROUGH COMMITTEK RePORT. 

A very able and distinguished Committee was appointed on that Report 
under the Ohairmainship of Lord Southborougb, to make recommendations with 
regard to the franchise and electoral districts. They were appointed to advise 
on arrangiiig a system of representation, and this is wimt tliey say: — 

“ The Joint Report recognises the necessity for the communal representa- 
tion of Mahomedans in Provinces where they do not form a majority of electors. 
The evidence received by us and the opinions of local Governments concerned 
were almost unanimous in favour of this course. In the Punjab, we have re- 
commended a separate electoral roll and separate constituencies for the Sikhs. 
The other communities for which we recommend separate communal electorates 
kre Indian Christians, ISuropeans and Anglo-Indians. .... . In recommending 
communal representation for these and other communities,' we have done so 
in the hope that it will be possible at no very distant date to merge all com- 
munities into one general electorate." 

Those are the recommendations of Lord Southborougb ’s Commi.tt 2 §. Not, 
as the ‘I>aily Telegraph’ puts it, the recommendations of regrettable doctri- 
naires, but of sober English and Indian opinion, public. .X»fficials and statesmen 
of long experience. Their opinion coincides exactly with my own. 

Then there is the Government of India’s Despatch on the above Report. 
No. 4, dated April 23, 1919, and it is as follows: — 

“ In the event, communal electorates are now proporsed not only for Moslems 
everywhere and for Sikhs in the Punjab, but also for Indian Christians ip 
Madras, Anglo-Indians in Madras and Bengal and Europeans in the three 
Presidencies, the United Provinces and Bihar and Orissa. We feel the objec- 
tions of principle to the communal system as strongly as the authors of tlie 
Reforms Keport but see no advantage at this staf^e in reiterating them. India 
is not prepared to take the first steps forward towards responsible government 
upon any other road. The road does not lead directly to that goal, and we 
can only echo the hope expressed by the Committee that it will he possible at 
no very distant date to merge all communities in one genertil electorate." 

Then^ I will read to your Lordships one or two extracts from epeeches in 
Parliament. In the House of Commons, during the debate in Committee oir 
the Government of India Bill on December 3, 1919, Mr. MONTAGU said: — 

• 

“ A Great Mistake." 

c “ Nobody objects more than I do to communal representation. I believe 
it to be a great mistake, hut there is one mistake whicli would-be greater and 
that is to get Legislative Councils in India that are not properly representa- 
tive of all classes; and if communal elections are provided for temporarily in 
order io ensure that, I believe they are well worth having." Then, in, the 
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MX. . ^ wilder any eirvumstaiices in this c'ouiitry could it occur 

tout we should be placed in the position in which the members of the Oom- 
mittee.wjjre placed, of having a remonstrance addressed to us most fervently.^ 
and continuously pressed home, that we should carry out the communal system 
of reprewntatmn. described by Lord Sydenham, in such a wav that although 
^ population in ^Madras is 27,iXH),()(K) and the firahmin ponulL 

triioii 1,0(K),01X) we should give miitc a diflFerent representation to the Brahniins 
in order to preserve the great influence of the sngill minor itv. That is a state 
of affairs which shows that you liave to deal with India in a different spirit 
from that which you would deal with any electorate in this country.” 

. .^ain, in the HpUse of Commons, during the debate on the‘Rulc.s under 
the Government of India Act on July 2:1. 1920, Mr. MONTAGU said — 

** 1 would welcome the disappearance of communal representation in India, 
but it can only bi done at the rc(|uest of the communitv itself and at a far 
later stage of development.” Then Mr. Ormshy-Gore saitl these words to the 
same effect : — 

‘ The vast majority of tlie Indian Christians in Madras do for the present 
w;ant this communal representation. I quite agree that the sooner we can get 
nd of it in India altogether the hotter.’ ^ 


Filially, I come to the iiolile V’iscount. In the ilchute on the tromiannul 
franchise in Kenya, on July 26, 192:1. the iiohle Vistount siiokc as follows: — 

‘ Let me allude to one or two imints in the ‘ White Paper.’ My noble 
friend Lord Selhoriie made a most eloquent defence of the eo?ninunul svstoni. 
It was so eloquent and earnest that I thought that lie, as Chairman of the 
Joint Committee, must have been the author of it. I am sure it will interest 
him to know that, altliough that system in many ways has prevailed in India, 
there is in the Assembly and in the Council of State a very strong feeling against 
it. Although the noble Earl says it is an Indian invention tliey do not seem 
to be so proud of their own offspring. They say : ‘ We do not look upon 

it as a great invention. We tliink that where it can he avoided it should lie 
avoided.” * 

I should have thought that I was entitled to quote what the noble Vis* 
CQunt said as evidence of his own feelings, but 1 gatlier that lie rather objects. 

Viscount PEEL: I was expressing there not my view. I wois trying 
: express in this House the view' prevailing in certain political circles in the 
Assembly and in the Council of State. 1 did not say it wms my view. 

Lord OLIVIER : 1 am satisfied to leave it at that and to say that that view 
prevailed in the Council of State, in wdiicli case I cannot he accused of being 
extremel;y subversive of the Indiau Government by saying that that is also iny 
opinion. But, the nohle Viscount havnig demurred to iny (pioting him, on 
. tne ground that he w'as speaking of Kenya, 1 will not press that argument. 

Those, then, are the views of the Government of India in C'ounc^il. of high 
Government officials, and of members of all Parties in this country, to the 
effect that the communal system of representation is antagonistic to the pro- 
gress of democratic iiLStitutions. As 1 said, hot everybody appears to under- 
stand what the word * antagonistic ’ means. Jt means that it militates against 
the progress of democratic institutions. That appears to be an obvious truism, 
and I do not believe that there is anybody in this House who has given any 
attention to political philosopny who w'ould for a moment question it, or would 
attempt to traverse tne very strong arguments that wen? put lorward iii the 
Montagu-Ghelmsford Report to that effect, all of which 1 have not yet read. It 
must be a political truism that to have a mosaic of communal constitiiencies, 
all of which are exacerbating their own differences, is antagonistic to the pro- 
gress of democratic institutions ; and no possible exception can be taken to 
tkat. 


The CoNSRiiVATivK Game ani> Oliver’s Firmness. 

I want to refer to some of the comments that have been made upon this 
letter 6f mine, because I think the attitude wimh has been taken up toward* 
this episode evidences a temper and a habit of judRoiont whieii i* ertrerooly 
enteflMnistic to the public interest, and I want to cominont imon it rather 
fre^. We get first this statement m a telegram from Calcutta: 
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‘ The fear that the Labour Government, despite the assurancM to the coi^ 
trary which have been given in fitatements in Parliament, is inclined to sees 
a compromise with the Indian extremists is likely to be increased by the word- 
ing of 4 i^markable letter which has b^n received — * 

Then the letter is quoted, and this ominous paragraph follows : 

* The Secretary of State’s explanation, as to how he reconciles these senti- 
ments with his recent public pronouncements, is awaited with eager interest in 

India.* . , . i -j.!- 

1 have pointed out already that this letter is exactly in accordance with 
what I stated in your Lordships* House. 

Another paper says this : - 

* An extraordinary story circulated by an Indian ‘news agency last night 
purporting to quote a letter from Lord Olivier tQv.Mr, 8. Sityamurthy, the 
well-known Swarajist and member of the Madras JLegislanve>a|Coihncil, was tem- 
porarily suppressed by the papers here in response" to a request from the issuing 
agency.* 

You observe the way in which a newspaper sensation is being worked up. 
The next day the following telegram api>eared: 

* The alacrity with which Mr. S. Satyamurti, the Swarajist member of the 
Madras Legislative Council, agreed to accept full responsibility for the publi- 
cation of Lord 01ivier*s letter is a 'strong piece of evidence favouring the widely 
held opinion in India that the Secretary of State has been trapped into a care- 
fully jirepared plot by the Swarajists. ... To say that Lord 01ivier*s letter, 
though carefully worded, is regarded here as a grave error of judgment, is 
putting the case very mildly, and it is felt that some official pruitouncement 
IS called for immediately.’ 

My official pronouncement would be that His Majesty’s Government con- 
sider that improved contact and understanding between the Government and 
the Swaraj and other advanced Parties in India is not only desirable, but that 
the Viceroy is considering with His Majesty’s Government the best means by 
which that contact can be established and is taking means towards that end. 
Also, 1 am of opinion that communal representative institutions are antagonis- 
tic to the progress of sound democracy. That is the statement which I have 
to make. 

The newspaper quotes from the ‘STATESMAN ’ : 

‘ Private advices from England indicate that a determined attempt is 
being made to stampede public opinion and the Labour Government into a 
hasty ill-considered action with regard to the reforms. Among other points 
upon which these attacks are converging is the question of communal repre- 
sentation, to which the extremist politicians and, to some extent, the Hindus, 
are generally opposed because they consider the ear-marking of certain consti- 
tuencies for certain communities is likely to prejudice their interests. . . . It is 
evident from Lord Olivier’s letter that the politicians who are now pressing 
the claims of India to a fuller measure of autonomy have placed the communal 
System in the forefront of their case and it is only too clear that they re- 
ceive a sympathetic hearing. Unless therefore, wise counsels prevail, there is 
reason to fear that the proposed amendment to the Government of India A^t 
will force India a long step further on the path towards tyranny. India, alas ! 
seems doomed to suffer from the dreams of the <lpctrinaire’ — 

such as ihe noble Lord, Lord Southborough, and the Council of India and 
Lord Chelmsford — 

“and it is a grave disappointment to learn that a man of I^rd Olivier’s ex- 
perience is powerless to snake himself free from the influence of preconceived 
opinion.*’ • 

The whole of that is a mare’s nest, so far, at any rate, as eith^ T mj^self 
or, so far, as I am aware any members of the Government are concerned. 

I have had conversations, as it was proper for me to do, with the represen- 
tatives of all shades of opinion in India, neginning with ex-Governors, mem- 
ber's of the European community, members of the Mercantile community, Indians 
of a^ost all shades of opinion, including Mr. Rangachariar, who is now on an 
official mission to this country, deputed by the Government of India, and 
Mr. Sastri, member of the Liberal Party. Curiouslv enough, I had myself, 
without having been previously ‘ entrapped,* expressed that *new to Mr. Satya- 
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murti, but not a single one of any of the Indians who hav^^ spoken to me hae 
as much as raised or nientioued the question of eummiinul representation except 
,Mr. basin who criticised it in respect of its operation in Madras. Mr. Saatri 
lias made to me no official representations on behalf of the Independent Party 
whioh he represents. 1 understand that the Independent Party propose at a 
mter date to approach the Prime Minister or myself by a deinitatioii to put 
before us their views. Hut there has been no shadow of an indication on the 
part of these deeply-plotting Swarajists in England, or India, or elsewherOf so 
tar, that they want to stampede the liahoiir Government or to entrap them 
into any kind of promise that tliey are going to abolish the coininunal repre- 
sentation, and if the noble Viscount wants any assurance from me that His 
Majesty’s Governmeu1> have not taken into consideration for a moment up to 
the present the question of any modification of tlic communal representation ho 
nas it, and ho has no business whatever to a''sun.e from anything that 1 wrote 
in my letter that eildler His Majesty’s Government or I had any intention of 
doing so. 


Thk Anolo-Indian Miscuikf makkkh. 

I W'ill go on now with a few more of these choict» (‘xtracts. The determined 
effort to stampede is again referred to. Then there is a further comment — 

‘ While the official statement from Ijondon that lii»rd Olivier’s letter to 
Mr. S. Batyamurthy conUined iiotlnng tliat the Secretary of State had not 
already said, may he literally accurate — 

That staiement was made by Mr. Kichards in I'urliament in reply to a 
question, and it had my authonty. The letter was not written with a desire 
tor it to be published, and the letter contained nothing, as j said, that I have 
not already given expression to. This comment, however, is made — 

“While the official statement. . . (‘ontaiued nothing tliat the Secretary of 
State had not already said, may he literally accurate, Ids expression of desire 
for closer contact with the Swaraj Party, Iwing made to a notoriously anti- 
British politician, is a big advance on Mr. Itiidiards’ House of Commons state- 
ment of April 15 that the (iovornment desired to establish contact with those 
Indians who were prepared to co-operate.’ 

That brings me really to the close of what 1 wanted to say. These Proijs 
extracts, culminating in that statement that 1 had express(*d the desire for 
closer contact with a notoriously anti-British politician, indicate Ihroughont 
the temper in which the party in India who resist all progress habitually ap- 
proach these matters. 1 have no ground wliatever, and 1 do not suppose that 
anybody has any ground whatever, for saying that Mr. Sutyainuftni is anti- 
British. politician. His letter to me contradicts it. He says that he is not 
an anti-British x^olitician. He desires to maintain the union and asso- 
ciation of India with Great Britain. 

Viwjount PEEL: 1 did not say so. 

Lord OLIVIER: The noble Visiroiint did not, hut this is the quotation from 
a Calcutta correspondent and the wdiole oi this Prc.ss stunt is inspired, it is 
perfectly clear, by what one may call a supjiressed coinplex ol suspicion, first 
of all. of the Labour Government and, secondly, of that particular Party in 
fiidian politics who are called the Swarajists. That is to say, it is immediately 
assumed that when the Labour Party came into office they are prepared to ho 
stampeded, and it is immediately assumed that the Swarajists arc prepared to 
entrap and stampede them. It is also indicated that it is something disloyal 
or improper or strange on the part of the Secretary ol State that ho should 
address a civil letter to an elected politician. You have that sort oi ieeling 
reflected in the supplementary questions that were asked in the House ol 
•Commons the other evening. 

Lieut-Colonel Howard-Bury asked this supplementary question— 

* Is this an example of the new methods of the Government for communi- 
cating Cabinet decisions to the people of India?’ ^ 

A silly qtmstion I Then Viscount Curzon asked 

‘ Are we to understand that the Government view with ap^proval the action 
of the Secretary of State in communicating direct with this extremist W 
India ’F 
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wonder in #uat sort of political world I* ain Uvifig when that kind of 
question can be put in ail seriousness in the House of Commons of this coun- 
try h Because a man happens to be a member of the Cabinet he is not to write 
such a civil letter as 1 wrote to a man who is a representative, and a eon-* 
stitutionally appointed representative, of a considerable Party in India. . 

The Swabaj Party. 

The Swaraj Party, the Home Rule Party, are, as I have said, the .most 
advanced cohort of the entire Indian national movement. They have at pre- 
sent a considerable majority in two or throe of the Councils, and altogether they 
have the strongest representation of any political Party in the Councils and 
in the Assembly in India. They have a constitutional position and a constitu- 
tional right to be 'recognised as enjoying the privileges.^ the^^^nfidence and the 
credit attaching to their constitutional i>ositiou which yniir Lordships have 
created for them. You have no business w'hatever to .sajijHhwt any one should 
have any more prejudice against a Swarajist than '^against^ Moderate, or an 
Independent or a Liberal. They are all of them elected representatives iii 
their various Councils, and they are entitled to be regarded without prejudice 
either by the Government df India or by the Government of this 
country. 1 repudiate entirely the theory that because the Swarajists 
are giving the Government of India a certain amount of trouble, 
as I have said, because they are pursuing their perfectly constitutional aim 
in what we consider to be a factious and mistaken manner, they are to be re- 
garded as a kind of political leper and as antagonists and enemies of Great 
Britain, and that we are to be asked : ** Why do you write civilly to these 

people? If you write civilly to them you at once discourage the Moc^rates and 
the Independents who would be your backers.’’ 

Tahipf Bill Select Committee. 

We desire, by arriving at an understanding with all Parties, to get as 
much backing as we can on all political questions from all Parties, and we have 
said that again and again. 1 have said it in this House, and my right hon. 
friend has said it in another place. It is not the fact that the Swaraj Party 
are at the present time entirely non-co-operating. At the present moment there 
in being discussed in the Legislative Assembly in India a Tariff Bill for the 
protectipn of steel. That was referred by the Assembly to, a Select Committee. 
That Select Committee included memliers of the Swaraj Party. Those members 
of the Swaraj Party are dealing with it without any prejudice, simply on its 
merits as a political question. They are not saying: '‘This is a Bill of the 
Government of India and we are going to haniiier it and to sabotage it.” They 
are dealing with it on its merits. That is an advance, at any rate, to that 
kind of co-operation which the Swarajists can perfectly well undertake without 
in the slightest degree prejudicing their political programme, and in my opinion 
they will very much strengthen their chance of advancing towards that pro- 
gramme by adopting that line of action. I do most entirely protest against the 
attitude which is too often taken up, and I am sorry to say I see it in some 
of the Reports which 1 get from the Government of India regarding the Swaraj 
Party, simply because of their constitutional agitation, as being persons who 
are to be discriminated against as distinguished from other politicians. * 

On February 26 the noble Marquess Lord CURZON, made a comment upon 
one of the matters to which I referred — namely, the handling by the Govern- 
ment of ‘India of the Jaito disturbance, and he expressed the opinion 
that “ there must have been regrettable mismanagement somewhere to have 
broiiffht about a state of affairs in which you have bodies ef Sikh fanatics 
marking about the country,” and so on. That is the sort of criticism of the 
Government of India which, if 1 had made it, would have meant at once a» 
tremendous attack upon me for belittling the Government, of India. 

The Marquess CURZON OF KEDLESTON : 1 said that there must have 

Iieen mismanagement somewhere. 1 did not attack the Government of India. I 
did not attack anybody. I alluded to a deplorable situation, to a force which 
has grown up in India with the explanation of which 1 was not acquainted, 
but whic^p evidently, did indicate some gross mismanagement on the part of 
some persons. Then the noble Lord gets up and says I am making an attack 
qn Government of India. 
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XiOED Ci^KON TO Steal a HoBSit 

oue ^ “atuck.” The noble Mar. 

SaaoTvA»fa!i f must nave been Kn;ss mismanagement somewhere. Who was 

n<»t the Government of IndiaP The noble 
Mar^ies^ went on to say that he thought things would be put right when you 
got bir Malcolm Hailey as Governor of the l*uniali. If ho could manage ii 
right, who could nianagc it wrong? The noblo Marquess said that he made 
II L * 1 1 ® criticism. When I want to steal a horse I 

shall get the noble Marquess to do it, and I shall iuni my hack to the hedge 
carefully. I should not have dared to say so much in disparagement of the 
management of India as the noble Marquess clearly and definite -y said in those 
words. 


Foolish Officials Holuixc 8war.\jihts as Tubas on aiilr. 

I say this further, that 1, unfortunately, see in the reports which I re*- 
ceive from districts and otherwise that there is a constant tendency on the part 
of officers of the Government rather to hold themselves justified in regarding 
the Surarajists as tre«sf)nablc yiersons and to treat them in a somewhat objec- 
tionable manner, subjecting them to pin-pricks, to disparagoiiient, and sneoial 
treatment, regarding the Swarajist Party us we used to regartl the Home 
Rule Party in Ireland, as a Party with which no n'spectablo politician could 
possibly associate or have anything to do. That is unfortunate. This Press 
stunt, which lias come from Calcutta and elsewhtTe. is an indication of the 
miserable temper of supposing that the Swarajists are traitorous people, that 
tf-ry are worse than other p- liiii ians, and want to entrap erd bumb.)o;dc ihe 
Secretary ef State and the Labour Party, as if the Tiahonr Party were capable 
of being stampeded by them. The policy of the Laliour Party has been slated 
to your Lordships’ House, and it is proceeding. 

Having regard to the conqilaiiiis that have bcim made as to the W'orking 
of the present (Constitution in India, tlu* Govcriiinent of India has estahliHlicd 
a Committee with a view to fiiiding out what umeiidments, if any, are recpiired 
in the Act by rules or otherwise. First of all that (’omniittee was uppoinied 
as an official Cominittee. It has now been enlarged, and I have given the 
noble Viscount the reference to it. Only yo»tcrdnv the Governinent of India 
proceeded on these lines which I indicated that His Majesty’s Government wonltl 
be glad that they should proceed, and are adding unofficial ineiiiTiers to that 
Committee with a view to seeing whether we shall receive from unofficial critics 
representations with regard to the working of tlie (Jovernmciit of India Act. 
That is ail advance towards greater ami bettor contai't, and, if, by perhaps 
harmless letters and such harmless correspondence as have passed lietwcen mv- 
self and Mr. Satyainiirti, any kind of Iwtter con tact or understanding can he 
established between ourselves and those advanced politicians in India. I shall 
he exceedingly glad, and T shall not for a moment ho ashamed of what 1 have 
done. 

I do hope that no one of yonr Lordships who is to follow me will say that 
you have received no relief or satisfaction from what I have told you. What 
I have told you wdili rerrard to the policy of His Majesty’s Governinent has 
been told you already. The policy of H’s Majesty’s Governinent has not been 
aRered or 'modified or departed from. I must say that, on the whole, T am 
grateful to the noble Viscount for having given me this opportunity of express- 
ing myself on the subject aiWl of making tin's protest. I heg him to believe 
that, while I should myself have consideml it too trivial a mattei for ho 
sericMiB notice to he taken of it, 1 am not at all sure that it has not been, 
on the whole, in the public interest that some discussion should have taken place. 

[The Motion im.s hy Jrave iriiJnhairn.] 
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III the House of Commons on June 6th Earl WINTERTON raised the quet^ of 
India on the adjournment of the House for Whitsuntide. . 

Earl WINTERTON : 1 desire to raise two matters of which I hare given 
notice. 1 wish also to refer to another matter which has occurred since 1 gave 
notice. The first is the letter which was recently written by the Secretary of 
State to the Indian Swarajist, Mr. S. Satyamurti: secondly, the terms of 
reference of the Comm it tee, appointed by the Governmeiit to inquire into the 
machinery and working of the Act of 1919. There is a third point. Has the 
attention of the Secretary of wState been directed ^ the very serious action 
recently taken, in fact within the last week, by one of^|he branches of the 
so called National Congress of India in passing a resol u^n which is in effect 
a direct condonation of murder? I do not propose* in the^4rief remarks which 
I am about to make to deal with the Lee Commission Report, which is too 
big a subject for discussion at the fag end of an adjournment debate. If it is 
to oe discussed here at all, the opportunily should be given for it to be dis- 
cussed fully. 

The iSfATYAMURTi Letter. 

The first matter to which I have to refer is the better written by the 
Secretary of State to the Swarajist member of the Madras Council. I propose 
only to say a word, for the question was, I think, as satisfactorily disposed 
of as could be by the Debate which took place in another place, and wnich, 
of course, it is not in order for me to refer to this afternoon. I sj^ould like^ 
however, to ask the hon. Gentleman, the Under-Secretary, to give the House an 
assurance that in future the ordi» 2 ary procjedure will be rigidly observed in 
communicating the views of the Secretary of State to the people of India, that 
is, through the Viceroy and the Government of fndia. The Under-Secretary of 
State has shown in his answers to questions a most_ meticulous care to avoid 
giving any information which would embarrass the Government of India, him- 
self, or any other person, and it is to be hoped that the Secretary of State 
will in future follow the example of his Under-Secretary, and refrain from 
polite letter-writing to Swarajist gentlemen in India. I think that is all •! 
need say on what 1 think the House generally will agree is a somewhat un- 
happy incident. 

Tab Reforms Enquiry. 

I come to the second matter, that is what w’ill be the exact scope of tlie 
work which is to be done by the second of the two Committees of inquTry 
which has been appointed by the Government of India. 1 have carefully read the 
two statements which have been made on the subject by Sir Malcolm Hailey 
in the Indian "Assembly and I am bound to say though Sir Malcolm^s statements 
are generally characterised by clearneHs there is a certain ambiguity that I 
am anxious to see cleared up by the Under-Secretary. Sir Malcolm, speaking 
on 8th February of this year, in the legislative assembly at Delhi, said that 
the Government : 

“ Would undertake an official examination of the defects in the working 
of the present machinery, which unfortunately, had not been given a prop^ 
chance. The proposed inquiry would aim at removing the difficulties revealed 
in the working of the 'Act, but it w'ould not be ton inquiry intended to alter 
the frame* work of the policy of the Act.” 

Speaking on 18th February Sir Malcolm said — and this is the point to 
which I wish to call attention ; , 

Speaking with the full authority of the British Government ” 

which was a rather curious phrase to use in the Indian Assembly, And of rather, 
special significance — 

** That the Government held to its general position as stated in his speech 
of last Friday week. Before His Majesty’s Government would be able to 
consider the Amendment of the Constitution, as distinct from Amendments 
of • the Act to rectify imperfections of administration, there must be a firm 
investigation of the defects and difficulties which have arisen ^ the working 
of the transitional constitution. The British people was not lightly inclined to 
consider changes in tfie British Constitution laid down by Parliament in 1919 
fifter the fullest consideration.’’ 
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I do not know wljother iliof^ words wtM*o intondod to hr h sort of sop to llio 
Swarajists, but they * seoin to eontemplato that llicso two Coinniittees, tho 
second of which has recently been appointed, are both ineroly preliminary, and 
^hat there is some possibility of further steps Indn^ taken by the CJoverninent 
of India or by His iMajesty’s Government to con^iiler the uinendment of the 
Constitution as distinct Iroin tho ainondineiit of the Act. The statoment 1 have 
just quoted contains the words : 

“ Before His Majesty’s Government w’ould Ik? able to consider the amend- 
ment of the Constitution.” 

I would like to point out that by the appointment of the (’oinmilteo the 
danger is of predetermining by the ’ Comm it tee what it will he the duty of 
the Statutory Commission to decide? in 192f). After all, the period In'tween now 
and 1929 is only five years, a very short period in the history of the working 
of a constitution. 1 think 1 am entitled to ask the rnder-Secri'tary for an 
unequivocal assurance that what those of iis who have hitherto understood to 
be the pledged undertaking of the (iovcoiiment will ht' adhered to, and that 
is that the first stage of the rehirius ending in l!>.‘tO will he carried out as 
this House determined they sliould he in the 1919 Act without cither accelerali«>n 
or retardation. It is important that we slnmld he assured timt this very short 
testing period wdll lie adliered to. 

1 \yill make two (|ualifi(‘ations to the assurance whi<-h 1 have just sought. 
First of all, ii it can he shown that there are defects in tin* working machinery 
of the Act which can he remedied without atfecting in any degree the principle 
of the Act. or alterin >: tin* rait* of progress laid jIowu in it then I think it 
can legitimately he done. It that is all the (roverimieni of this roiiiitry have 
in mind in the formation of this (knnmitti'e, then 1 think no one on this side 
w^ill have fyi.V’ ohjection. 1 think, however, that wi* do need an assurance on 
that point more especially in view of the pressure whicli is hein^*; put on the 
Government from various (inarters to alter the whole basis of tlie working of 
the Act. 

8w.\iiaji«t Action. 

The otlier (lualificat ion I would make is that if tlie Sw’arajists by their 
action make the Act unworkable, then its prin<‘ipl(*s may have to lie altered be- 
fore 19.‘10 although such an alteration, if we on this side of the House can 
prevent it, will, ccriaisily not he in tiu* <lire<*tion of }'iving the Assemhlv and 
tlie Councils greater ^lower or abating one jot tli(* protection which this House, 
through the Secn*tary of State and the Government of India, gives to the hein-* 
less minorities and the depr(*ssed c-lasses of Imlia against sonu* of Ihost* who 
would, if there W’as a great devolution of. power, le in a ])nsiti«>n to exercise 
over them a control which in the past we have always done onr best to pre- 
vent. That is all I wish to say on that poAit except to make tins further 
observation that by far the h<‘'-t wav for the (ilovenim<*nt to deal with the un- 
doubtedly difficidt situation with which th(*y an* faced in liKlia- -I do not tliiiik 
it is more difficult than it was three or four years ago, and apart from purely 
political agitation T think the state of India has hf*en better hotli under the 
present (rovernment and tlio Into Oovornment than it was tlir<*e or four years 
ago — would he to disjiose of all lln* niiiioiirs, threats jumI niinhiings one hears, 
and say more firmly than has yet he(*n said hy the 1 iidt*r-Secreta.ry or the 
Secretary of State for Tndia that this Government, like* their [iredeeessors, do 
ir*t intend to he dofloeted from the eonrse laid down hy the 1919 Act hy 
pressure either from the right f>r from tin* lolt, and that tln*y int<*in:l to earry 
out the Act of 1919 to the l^e%^ of their ahilily. AVhile T do not see any <>hi«*c- 
tion to these eommittoes of impiiry with the fpialifications 1 have indicated, 

T believe the effect of those iir-iiiries must he to instil inhi the inirnls of tho e 
w^ho have to W’ork the Act in Tndia, and manv other Fiiropeari officials and 
otlier officials who are now’ well disposed towards tin* Act. a feeling of doubt 
and uncertainty, and it may <‘ause them to ask : an* the Government going to 
Sdhere to the poliev laid down hy i>revioiis Govorninents or not? T do not wish 
to press the TTnder-Seeretarv further on that point, and if he will give us an 
assurance that what is taking place is merely an im|Uiry. that will ho satis- 
factory. 

The Day Murdkii. • 

I wish now»to say that T regard as a very serious symptom indi*<*d of cor- 
ruption of one portion of the body politic in India, ami I think it » 

limited portion, the amazing effronterj^ of the Bengal Branch of the National 

98 
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Congress in passing a resolution which condoned the murder of a perfectly 
innocent Englishman, Mr. Day, who had no connection' whatever with politics. 

• I think that is one of the most infamous actions ever taken by any body of 
people who had the smallest pretence to responsibility in any part of the Empire. 
While I have heard in the past of attempts being made in debate ndt 
to condone but to find reasons for certain events of violence in other parts 
of the Empire as was the case in Ireland, everyone knows that it woruld be 
inconceivable that any Member of this House could ever get up and condone 
the murder of a perfectly innocent man by a fanatic in India, on the ground 
that the murderer in some obscure way was helping the cause of the Swarajists 
in India. The, responsibility rests with the Government of Bengal and the 
Government of Incfia, and in a lesser degree with His Majesty’s Government, 
and I do not know what action they are going to take, but I hardly think that 
an incident of that kind can be ignored. 

The serious feature is that this Congress is mainly composed of the Dasite 
Party, and to judge by the reports, Mr. Das has succeeded in making himself 
one of the most powerful personalities in India, and has taken up largely in 
India the position occiipied by Mr. Gandhi. Every one of those who voted for 
this Resolution in the Bengal National Congress were Swarajists and the vast 
majority of them were the pledged followers of Mr. iJas We have never 
known whether Mr. Das was at the Conference, hut he was privy to what 
occurred. He is not only one of the most prominent politicians in India, but 
he is also Mayor of Calcutta, and he uras approached by the present Governor 
of Bengal three or four months ago — I do not quarrel with the Governor’s 
action — and asked whether he would become a Minister. It is the followers 
of Mr. Das who have passed this infamous resolution, a resolution which, seri- 
ous enough in this country in the possible effect it might have, is trebly, qiia- 
druply and one hundred times more serious in India, where it ‘might have 
the result of instigation to the murder of Europeans and loyal Indians. 

Parting OF the Ways. 

It looks as if we have approached the parting of the ways in this matter, 

and as if it was necessary for the local government of India, or through the 

direct action of the British Government, to take steps that will prevent a con- 
tinuance of this sort of thing. I am not advocating anything in the nature of 
Die-hard methods. I have always resisted the pressure from Members of my 
, own jiarty to take strong action hy the law here and there. I am in every 
sense of the word a Moderate on this matter, but I do not believe that in 
any section of the House there would he any objection to the Government 

taking legal action against people who advocate murder in a highly inflammable 

province such as the Province of Bengal. My own view is that the difficulty in 
India to-day is far more largely a difficulty confined to a certain number of 
politicians, and the difficulty of maintaining law and order is again a matter 
of dealing with a comparatively small section of a very large population. In 
the years from 1915 to 1922 the difficulty W’as much greater. You had a large 
mass of the population greatly inflamed again.st Government, and T fear greatly 
inflamed against Europeans ‘qua’ Europeans. That was the case in those 
years, I doubt if that is true of the state of affairs to-dav. I am glad — I have 
heard it from many quarters — that the attitude of Indians generally towards 
Government, towards Europeans, is better than it was in the critical years of 
1920 and 1921. • 

But there are not wanting people in India ^o-day who w^ould do everything 
they could, and perhaps go so far as fo risk titeir own lives in the doing of 
it, to brfng India hack to the state of turmoil and danger in which she was 
in those years : and there are not wanting people in Bengal who would like to 
see that province return to the unhappy state of affairs that existed, I think 
in 1908 or 1909, when wliat I call the homh and revolver methods of political 
persuasion w’^ere indulged in hy a section of the population. Speaking wi^ 
responsibility, as any one must who has been Under-Secretary of State for India 
or who has been connected in any way with the administration of India, I say , 
that if it can be shown that Mr. Das or any other of the prominent Swarajrst 
politicians of l^ngal or India are privy to this movement of violence of w'hich 
this Congress Resolution appears to be a symptom, and which seems to link 
up the Congress indissolubly with the people whose methods #ire those of the 
bomb and the revolver — if it can he shown that they are privy to or have 
instigated such a movement — J trust thfit this Government will not have any 
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hesitation in spite of the injadicious attitude of some of tlieir supporters when 
they were private Members, in puttinc the whole iiinchinery of the law into 
operation. If following this abominable uetion of this Bengal Congress, there 

. 9'^^^reak of political murder in India, both the Government of India 
ana this Government will have very serious responsibility on their Bhoulders if 
they have not meanwhile taken steps to deal with those who instigated it. 

Mr Richard's Reply 

Mr. RICHARDS: I think the House is exeiH'dingly t'ortuiinte that on tlio 
last occasion when Indian matters are being disi’ussed we have lind sueh well 
^ informed siieecbes on the pre.scnt conditions in India as we have had tlie 
pleasure of listening to to-day. It is not my intent itm to detain the House for 
more than a fe^w minutes. 1 will endoavfuir to reply to some of the points 
raised by the Noble Lord who opened the Debate. He rt'lVrrcd to the Resolu- 
tioii of the Bengal Branch oi the National (\mgress of India. I know nothing 
or that Uesolutioii heyoud wliai has apiieared in the newsjiapers Init I would 
like to remind the Noble Lord tliut this is essentially a paeihe party. That 
is to say, the objective in view is what they call a non-violent and non-cn-opera- 
tion movement. 

Viscouiif CritZON : Does that apply to the party led by Mr. C. B. DnsP 

1“ eomiin)ii with tlu‘ n‘st of (be t>arty led by 
Mr. Gandhi, and I should bo nnieb surprisefl it then* A\as anv eoniuM'tion bet- 
ween the Bengal movement to whieh the Noble laird referred and (be eonstitu- 
tional jiarty. It is a (onstiiiitional party in eoinioon with l.itieials. .Moderate.^ 
and Independents. It is a party that is working for Home Bide in India. The 
distinguishing feature between that and the otlun* parties is the spiMMl at whieh 
it would like to advance in the diret’tioii of Home Buie, but, esseiit iallv, it 
is a purely constitutioind party. Tlio rebirms that are being suggested, that 
is to say, the investigations, have been advocateil by the Government of India 
itself. That is, by the men who have Ikhmi attempting hitherto to work tins 
particular piece of machinery. It is biwauso the (lover inneid of India ami the 
Provincial Governments feel tliat there is a ditfieidty in carrying out the pro- 
visions of the 1919 Act that they have instituted this imniirv into the workinir 
of- the Act, 

TjfR Ahskmiily BKHomnioN. 

Perhaps the best way in which 1 couhl reply to the (piestions put to me 
by the Noble Lord would be to cover very shortly the ground that led U]> to 
the appointment of tliis Committee. The first jioint we have to remember is 
that on the 18tli February this year a Besolution was carried in ilw* Assembly 
recommending a revision of the Government of India Act, with a view to estab- 
lishing full responsible Government, and for the purpose of summoning a 
round table conference to frame a new constitution, with a view to its ultimate 
enactment by Parliament. That Besolution was carried in a perfectly (onstitn- 
tioiial fashion in the Assembly by a majority of 70 to 18. In the course of that 
Debate, two important speeches were delivered by the h’ailer of the Govern- 
ment Sir M. Hailey. 1 will read rather longer extracts from those two sp(;cc]ies 
than w^ere read by the Noble Lord; 

* “ Now” -for the. action we propose to take. We do not limit ourselves to 
demanding that tlie system sly^dd be furtlier testeil. \\e propose to make a 
serious attempt to Investigate justifiable eomplainls against the workiyg ol the 
scheme in practice ’’ . 

He was speaking on lieiialf of tlie people who were attempting to work tlic 

machinery » ' , -..t i • * 

“ to assess the cause and to examine the remedies necessary. \Vo claim that 
tJhis must precede any general inquiry into the pojiey and scheme of the Act 
or general advance within the Act itself. In investigating tljese difneullies ami 
• defects in the actual working of the present system we shall eonsult the local 
Governments on the subject and we shall not close our e^rs to representatioiiK 
from outside. It may be that the remedy for these difficulties will be foil im 
by using the rules making power w ithin the Act : I * V’ i oat? 

of those Sections to w’hich referem?e is so often made, I.IA, 4hA, and wD. 
It may even be-— I can say nothing as to this — that the inquiry may show that 
some changes are required in the structure of the Act in order to rectify tho 
definite and ascertained defects experienced in the actual working. 
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In a speech ten days later, he said : — 

** We have a^ain considered the position very carefully, and I am anxious 
to emphasise that in what I say I speak wdth the full authority of His Majesty’s^ 
Governinent, We still hold to the general position 1 took uj) on helialf of the* 
Government. Before His Majesty’s Government are able to consider the ques- 
tion of amending; the eonstitutien, as distinct from siich Amendment of the Act 
as may be required to rectify any administrative imperfections, there must be 
full investigation of any defects or difficulties which may have arisen in the 
working of the transitional constitution now in force. Neither they nor we 
would be justified in considering changes in that constitution unless they were 
in possession of full information which our investigations will place in our 
hands. In 1919, Parliament, after the fullest consideration, laid down a scheme 
transitional in its nature, but, nevertheless, carefully devised with a view to 
effecting steps necessary for progressive realisation of ideas embodied in the 
Preamble of the Act. It is not to be suyiposcd that the British peoide would 
be lightly inclined to consider a change in that constitution, and it is bound 
to concentrate attention for the present on such imperfections in working as 
may have been disclosed by the experience of the last throe years. I said that 
we have carefully considered the general position and we hold to the precise 
attitude which I then took up, save in one respect. If oiir impiiries into the 
defects in the working of the Act show the feasihility and possibility (d* any 
advance within the Act, that is to say, hy use of the rule making power already 
provided hy Parliament under the Statute, Ave are willing to make recommenda- 
tions to this effect; hut if our inquiries show that no advance is possible w'itli- 
out amending the constitution, then the onestion of mlvanco must he left as 
an entirely open and separate issue of which tlie Governinent is ^n no way 
committed. To that extent, the scope of our iiupiiry goes somewhat lK*yoiid 
that originally assigned to it, hut I must again emphasise tlie fa(d that it 
does not extend beyond that scope to the Amendment of the Constitution it- 
self.” 

What has Government donk.^ 

What have the Government of India done to give effect to the promises 
made on that occasion? They have started, in the first place, by appointing 
an official expert committee, consisting of tliroe members of the Govcrrior- 
Jfienerars Council and three Secretaries of the Government of India, for tlie 
purpose of inquiring into the legal and constitutional potentialities of the situa- 
tion, and as to whether any advance is possible nnder tlie rules framed under 
the Act or hy an Amendment of those rules. The second thing they did w^as 
to send a circular letter to all the local Governments of India, whi(di are as 
much coiK^rned in the Avorking of the Art as the Government of India itself, 
quoting Sir Mah^olin Hailey’s speeches, and asking them to iiiA^estigate the diffi- 
culties arising from or defects inherent in, the working of the present traiisi- 
uional constitution, and to see how far the situation could ho improved Avithout 
taking measures so far-reaching as to iiiA^olve fnndainental clianges in the 
policy and poAA'ers of the Government of India Act. 

It Avas the intention of the Governinent of India that this official expert 
Committee should address itself also to an incmiry relating to the Central (lov- 
erninent similar to that relating to the local j^overiiments, and it had been 
asked to do so. On receipt from the expert official committee of its prcliminafy 
rc])ort on the technical aspect of this (piestion, tjio Govornmont of India modi- 
fied their original intention as to the field of ils activities and decided to 
roconstitifte the coininittee hy the addition of representatives wlio Avero non- 
officials, and to charge it AAdth a two-fold duty. The first Avas to make the 
inA’estigation Avhich tliey had originally intended to make into the defects 
and the possibilities of removing them AA*ithin the constitution as, affecting tlio 
Central Governinent, and to advise the Government of India accordingly; th(^ 
second was to consider the reports of the local governments under the constitu- 
tion as affeeting the provinces, and to advise as to the recommendations which 
should he based thereon. 

I think that my bon. Friend, if be Avill turn up the ansAver Avbicb I gave 
01 ^ the 2nd of June, will find that tliose terms of reference are taken almost 
exactly from llie speeches that Avere delivered by Sir Malcolm Hailey, and mere- 
ly reproduce under appropriate heads and categories the scope, purpose and 
limits of the inquiry as indicated in the first instance by Sir Malcolm Hailey 
at the beginning of February. That is to say, the terms and the scope of the 
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inquiry that is being. conducts at the present time are exactly those which 
are outlined by Sir ^lalcolm Hailey, with this addition, that non-official moin- 
oers nave been asked to co-operate with the coniinittce in the inquirv that is 
•being conducted at present. 

^1^- FISHER: Has the impiiry begun? 

RICHARDS : No. The difficulty is that Ibo porso’inel of the newly 
constituted v oinmittee has not been completed vet . Rut we except inquiry that 
has been more or less comjiletod. * it. 

||^^**^**1 f'FRTON : Have not two iiicmhers been appointed? 

Mr. RICHARDS: 1 have seen some reference in the Press, but I have 
no official information on the point. 

^ Earl lyiNTERTON : 1 unclerstoo<l that the C'ommittiv was in priK-esK of 

appointed now. It ajipears to ine that there is some hitch in the matter. 
\\ Iiy IS there this delay in appointing the non-official members? 

Mr. RICHARDS: J do not know that tluwe has been anv delav. 1 have seen 
references in the Press. 

Mr. FISHER : \\ ill the Committee sit in private? 

Mr. RICHARDS: I am afraid that 1 could not answer that without 
making inriniry. Tliat is tlie position wit gard to this iiupiirv at the pre- 
sent moment. 

With regard to the letter of my Nohle Friend the Secretary of State 
to a meinher of the Swaraj ])arty, T quite agree with the views of the 
last speaker. We have got to recognise that tin* Swaiaiists have heeii returned 
to the Asscmhly in a ])erfe<‘tly constitutional fashioii. We hav<' f^ot to n*cogiiiso 
also that they form the majority of the memhers of tlu* Asseinhly of the present 
movement. That is, they an* in exa<‘tly the sanu* position as ln>n. and rigid hon. 
Memhers opposite. They arc* Mis Majesty’s ()p)»osition as far as the Legislative 
Assembly is concerned, and I suggest that when my Noble Friend gets a letter 
from ti member of the Legislative Assembly, it is only natural tbat be should 
reply to it. In addition, I would like to ]>oint out tbat tin* letter eoidiiiiis 
the ivell-known views not only of the Secretary of State on the two particular 
questions to which it refers, closer co-operation witli the Swarajists in the 
working of reforms, and the views, which are bold, I believe, by nlnmst every 
party in this House, with regard to the diffic*ultv of working any real iiraeticnl 
scheme with the communal system of represeidat ion, 'rbere is no reference to 
a change of policy at all. 1 think that the storm IJnit has Ix'cn created in 
coiinecjtioii with that letter was not even a decent storm in a tea cnp. • 

Earl WINTERTON : The hon. Centleman has not answ<*red my (picsiiou. 

I was not ohjeeting to the views expressed in tin* letter. 1 asked whether we 
could have an assurance that in future wh<*u a Secretary of State wished to 
communicate his views on important matters of policy to the Indian ]k*o]>Ic, 
he should do so. as every previous Secretary of State* has done, tbroimh tbo 
Government of India, and not hy means of corres])ondence with an opposition 
member of the Madras Assembly. 

Mr. RICHARDS: ATv answ«*r is that there no indication of any 

change of policy at all. If my Noble Friend will turn , the Montagii-f’lielms- 
ford Report he will find there a coiidemhaticni of the commiiiial system of re 
presentation. 

Earl WINTERTON : There lias lK*en no ebange of policy? 

• Mr. RICHARDS: I can assure him tbat on cpicstion of policy the nsnal 
tiracticc is followed in every c-ast*. This is meredy exprc*ssiiig an opinion of t.b« 
Secretary of State, wdiicb wiW shared by Members ol the Noble liorcl s ])arty. I 
do not think that there is anything ynorc* than that in that lf*ttc*r. H certain v 
does not represent any change of policy on the part of the Secretary ol btale. 



782 INDIA IN PARLIAMENT [H. or Comb. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS— 16 TUNE 1921 

The House oi Commons resumed sitting on the 16th June, i^ter the Whits- 
Kuntide recess. Tiie first questions to be asked were those dealing with Indian 
Affairs. 

Muhammadan Judges. 

Sir Charles YATE began questions by asking the Under-Secretary of State 
for India in which High Courts of India there is a Muhammadan Judge and 
in which there is not. 

Mr. RICHARDS in reply stated that there was one Muhammadan Judge 
in the Calcutta, Bombay, Allahabad and Laliore High Courts respectively, but 
none in the High Courts of Madras, Patna and Rangoon. 

Sir Charles YATE asked if the Under-Secretary would take into considera- 
tion the appointment of further Muhammadan Judges. Mr. Richards, how- 
ever, would give no undertaking on the matter, and contented himself with 
saying that he would mention it to the Secretary of State. 

Lee Commission Report. 

In reply to Mr. HOPE-SiMPSON, the Under-Secretary of State, said 
that no official orders would be passed on the recommendations contained in this 
Report until it had been discussed by the Indian Jjegislative Assembly in its 
September Session, but that the necessary preliminary work was meanwhile 
being pressed on, with all possible speed, both there and in India. He added 
that any financial relief ultimatelv sanctioned would have effect from the 1st 
April,^ 1924. 

Sir Henry CRATK is not anxious either to have the matter discussed by 
the Indian Legislature, nor to accept their views, and asked if it was not the 
case that the Secretary of State had power quite independently of the Legis- 
lative Assembly to carry out the scheme proposed by the C()mmi.ssion. 
Mr. Richards agreed, but at the same time said that there was no 
chamre of anything being done without full consultation with the Government 
of India and without taking into consideration the view's expres.sed in the* 
Legislative Assembly. 


f Government of India Act. 

In answer to Colonel MEYLER (Liberal Member for Blai^kpool), Professor 
Richards stated that the Committee appointed by the Government of India 
to enquire into the working of the Reforms w'ould report to the Government of 
India, and any proposals which might result from its recommendations would 
he those of the Government of India. Parliament would nei^essarily be fully 
informed of su(?h proposals as His Majesty’s Government decide to adopt, in 
answ'er to a supplementary question, the Under-Secretary stated that he was 
not yet ,iii a position to give the names of unofficial members of the Committee. 

General Dyer. 

A question by Dr. Haden GUEST (Labor) of which he had given jirivat^ 
notice was greeted witli cheers from the Labor and Liberal benches and stony 
silence on the Conservative benches. Dr. Guest •qsked the Prime Minister 
whether his attention had been called to the statement made by Mr. Justi(;e 
McCardie during the trial of the action by Sir Michael O’Dwyer. formerly 
Ideut.-Governor of the Punjab, claiming damages for alleged libel against Sir 
Sankaran Nair, formerly Member of the Executive Council of ’the Viceroy of 
India wdth reference to the punishment of General Dyer by the Government of 
India and the Government of Great Britain; and whether, in view of the 
grave political and social reaction wdiich these statements may have in India, 
he w’ill order an enquiry to be made as to whether this is an abuse of privilege. 

Mr. DIXEY (Conservative) had also given private notice of a question 
addressed to the Prime Minister, asking if liis attention had been called to the 
resqlt of a recent case in the High Court which strongly suggested that General 
Dyer had not been fairly dealt w’ith by the authorities, and in view of the 
fact that General Dyer is seriously ill, w^hether he would consider immediately 



16 JuN. 1924] 


THE MrCARDlE JUDGMENT 


783 

question was 
_ point of view, 
question was replied to. 


t.K:y;UrC l^u the 

Haden that he had only now hoard Dr. 

"‘^t^^'::s\t’;,' r*/'" ‘“f .'‘m- -KV hrwonuf'ii:^^ T 

a sta\X?;ttr'th:*‘:uhi:"rT'^u 

O DwYEH r. S.\NK\H\N N.VlU CVvSK. 


.1 + 1 ^*** (liivbor) asked the riider-Seerotarv of State for liulm 

wiiether he would dirert a complete transeription of the judgment in this case 
to be transmitted to the Goverumonf of India iind ask tor an %'xpression ot 

'■>■ ""• "» 'i«"‘ "■•■ 

..j 

i\ho would no doubt consider whetlier any observati.ms thereon Wiudd appear 
to be called lor. ( I be word “.iud«ment” in each c ase is a verbal slip and 
what IS really meant is the summinjr up of the jud/e, which in itself forms a 
very I()n«i docnmei^^^^^ Ibe jud;jcment, of course, c«>iitaincd nieiciv a few words). 

Mr. liA^vSI^t KY had another question addressed to the Prime Minister 
askin^< wiiether the Government wouhl j^rant time for the discussitm of the mo- 
tion standing in his name dealing; with the remarks of Mr. .justice M(‘(hirdie 
during the recent trial. 


'1 he motion referred to was a motion to present an address to tlie King that 
Justice McChirdie be removed troin tbe Bench. Tliis was }ic>wev'(*r subKe(|Uonllv 
withdrawn iin the Prime Minister roi'iisintr t4i iillnl u dnv. 

The Pni.ME .MINISTER jn reply stated Unit he hn.l come to tbe conclu- 
sion that discussion on this snbjei t would only add to the harm that had already 
been done in India by tbe words ecuiiplaiiied of. However iinfort iiiiate the 
words bad been, they did not constitute tbe kiml of fault amounting to a 
moral delinquency wbicb constitutionally justified an Address to the King as 
proposed. Tbe objectioiiabh* passage occurred, not in a considered written 
judgment, but in an oral ebarge to tbe jury cb*livercd at tbe conebision of a 
lengthy and somewhat heated trial, and the very form in wbicli it was coiicIkmI 
showed that the learned .judge was not informed as t.o what look place. Tbe 
Prime Minister added this important stateincMii tliat His Majesty's Goverii- 
inent cornidetely associated itself with tlie decision of the Govcrnineiii (not 
merely tbe Secretary of State) of tbe day. His .Majesty’s (Government would 
always uphold the right of the .judiciary to pass jiidgineiii evem on the j<Gxecn- 
tiAe, if it thought fit, but that being the right of tbe Judiciary, it was all the 
more necessary that it should guard itself against proiioiincrmeiiLs upon issues 
'involving grave political consequences wbicli are not tbcunsclves being tric*d. 

Sir Kingslay WOOD (Jioiisc^rvative) askc*d whether tlie l*rime Minister, 
having regard to tbe statement be bad just made and tbe undesirability of a 
motion remaining cm the Order J’aper attac*king a .Inclgc* who was daily trying 
cases in the High Court, would use bis influence to have this motion withdrawn. 
Mr. Lansbury immediately jumped to bis feet and said that no one ucchI use 
any influence; be was perfectly satisfied with tlie stalcmieni niadcr by tbe Prime 
• Minister. 

A further question bv Mr. Honuld McNb. iKL caused tbe Prime 
Minister to state that he refused to be drawn into a disemssion on thiM 
matter. He confined himself to tbe statement that the mam point of the trial 
did not concern itself with tbe o/>/fcr divtti wliicdi tbe learned .Tud!.re let fall m 
his charge to the jury, and those? words wc^re calculated to have a y?ry pilous 
effect on Ind/an public^ opinion, and it was for tbe.se Reasons that he had 
cpUQhed his answer in the manner stated above, • 
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Indian Deputations to Secret aky of State. 

Mr. John SCURR (Labor) asked the Under-Secretary of State whether he 
would lay upon the table a statement giving the purport of the deliberations 
between the Indian Deputation headed by His Highness tiie Aga Khun and the> 
Secretary of State, on Indian Reforms and other cognate matters. 

Mr. RICH ARDS replied that there had geen no deliberations * bet\Veen 
any Indian Deputation and the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State 
had refteived a statement of views from the Deputation referred to, and from 
other Deputations and individuals, but he was not prepared to publish reports 
of their purport. 

Colonies Committee. 

Mr. SCURR had a further question asking whether the Tender-Secretary 
of State could give any idea of the date by which the Colonies Committee now 
in London might be expected to complete their deliberations and present their 
report to the Government of India. 

Mr. RICHARDS replied that the functions of Hie Colonies Committee 
were to discuss certain (juestions with the Secretary t)f State for the Colonies 
and to make representations to him. The date of the conclusion of their work 
did not depend on themselves alone and could not yet be definitely forecast. 

Cawnpur Conspiracy Trial. 

Mr. JjANSRITRY asked the TJnder-Secretary of State wliether he had now 
received a copy of the evidence and judgment given against the prisoners re- 
cently on trial at (-awiipiir, and whether he would lay a com])lete statement 
of the evidence and judgment on the table of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDS in reply stated tliat he had not yet received Uhe papers 
referred to and could not say if the Secretary of State would decide that the 
papers should be laid before the House. 

Indian Government Officials and Non-Co-Operation. 

Mr. Thomas JOHNSTON (fiabor) asked the Under-Secretary of State 
whether he was aware that the Madras Government was discharging officials 
who contributed to the Tilak Swaraj Fund or associated with Noii-Co-Operatoriii 
nr subscribed to the Non-Co-Operators’ papers, and whether Mr. Siibba Raq 
had been discharged from the Telegraph Department for the official reason that 
he was either a Non-Co-Operator hiiiLself or had a(‘tivc sympathy witli Noii-Co- 
Operators, and whether the TTnder-Secretary of State would make enquiries 
with a view to the discontinuance of this policy. 

Mr. RICHARDS stated that he had no official knowledge of the individual 
case or of the general orders of dismis.sal. He added, however, tliat all Govtu n- 
inont .servants are prohibited from subscribing in aid of any political move- 
ment ill India, and they knew of the existence of this iirohibition. 

SwARA.i Resolution .at Ser\.ic,an.i. 

Col. HOWARD-JUTRY (Conservative) asked the Under-Secretary of State 
whether his attention had been drawn to Mr. 0. R. Das’s support of the Reso- 
lution passed by the Swarajya Party at vSerajganj, paying homage to the mur- 
derer of Mr. Friiest Day; whether he was aware of the indignation of the Em 
ropean community in India at the eulogy of murder as a politi(‘al weapon; and 
whether the Government of India contemplated tsfWiig any legal action against 
the movers of this Resolution. 

Mr. RICHARDS stated that he had seen in tlie press reports of indigna- 
tion meetings in India, but had not received any offi(Mal information that legal 
proceedings were contemplated or any report of the precise terms of the Reso- 
lution. Colonel Howard-Biiry asked the Under-Secretary of Stafe if he dis- ^ 
sociated himself from the expression of the Secretary of State in his letter to 
Mr. Satynmiirti, in which he said that the Swarajists were using perfectly 
constitutional weapons. Mr. Richards in reply merely pointed out that Mr. 
Gandhi himself had condemned this Resolution, 
t Indian Tariffs. 

Mr. HANNON (Conservative) asked the Under-Secretary of Imitate whether 
WRs aware that applications had been ref«ived by the Indian Tariff Board 
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indusSps**''iv.^'iioS?;**'*' *1*. '*”“**. “"d ceiuout, and magncsiuin chloride 

and whether Protection shcxilil be atl'orded to these industries, 

to soiL ‘ij* Cioverninont to endeavour to 

thi-? .ProVeetioii n temeiit with the tioreriinient ot India on this qiie.stion, ns 
this Initett ion ^ operate tl.e Itritisli eNj.ort trade with India. 

the SecVe^irv. eV that he was unaware of such ai'idicntioiis, but thot 

of innL'irirf* *• tdto tliil iiot thiiik lio c'ouKl iisotiiHv ctiii.sitl t’l* llio i>rojM*it»tv 

had reported*'^^**'*’*'**"’" * '*' (.niverninent ol India befure the Tantl' lionril 

of (C’onsorvulivcl asked if the Oovorninent were in favor 

utoxtion ni India wlnle npposod to ]>rot«M*tioij at honu*. 

askc,rTf ‘ii" "‘''’k"'’'’'! (hihcral), amid the InuKhlcr of the fl.niNc 

wf. • an.v reason to suppo.se that the Oovernment of India had 

l.rVl.rir!*' I'rofitiiiK bv the literature of the Tarilf Heforin l,ea>;ue is.sued 
new Hi«'l>ards realised that this was 
It^umi’Iswermf " ( oiiscrvalivcs than as a iiuestion to him. and left 

Ml li!T AU Y Kx TKN UlTlt UK. 

^ (liivlinr) asluMl tho riulfi-Soi ietarv of State, with roiiurd 

^ nppomtod liy thi' (iovoniiuoiit ol India for tho piirpo.m* of 
iidkiiifr roconmioiidations lor (.‘cononiy in iniliiary oxiuoiditiiiv and whuli ron- 


tciimHl no iion-olhiial inoinhor.s. li ho woiilil adviso tho appoinliiu*nt of such ii 
iion-ofhcial cxiic^ | , s. Sivaswaini Aiyar or Sir Piirsliol tarndas Thakurdas 

All . KK llAI^ |)S stated tliat ht* liad not licnrd of the (’oininittoo, lnit i 
such ii (.fyninitf.ee were heinjjr set up, he had no donht the (Jovernineiit of Indi 
aoiiiu exercise a wise discretion in the .scdeciion of cx|)ert ineinlxM’s. 


if 
1 ndia 


Indi.nn Kkkction Kxpkn.sks. 

^ Sir C liarles ^A P-K (( onsf*rvative) asked tlio I- nder-Sf‘cri‘t.ary of Stale when 
it was intended to introduce l(ules to fix inaxiinuni scales for election expenseH 
in India similar to those in force in ihe Vnited Kini^doni. 

Air. KK'HAHDS stated he could not ^ive a date, hut the. (iovernment of 
Fudia intended to make jiroposals as soon as siiflicieut data wtu’e available. Ho 
ivdded tliat this luij^ht prove to be ihe ease as a result of thl‘ last fdeetions. 

PuKKS IjAWS — Iniuan Statks. 

Sir Charles YATK, in another fpiestion, asked which of the Indian Staios 
had introduced Press Caws, and how far those law's dilVered from the laws in 
force in Ilritisli India, 

The I'lider-Secretary of State replied that the only didinite information 
he had was tliat a Press Act is or was in force in Puruda, hut he had no 
detailed information as to ils provisions. 


PlUlSCUICTION OF “ WoUKKUH ” WkKKLY. 

Sir Charles YATE thou asked whether issue No. (>() of 2Hlh March, 
of The iro/Vtcr-s’ Weehhf was the oiijy nuiulHu* of that Journal which hud been 
proscribed in India as containinj; seditious matter. 

Air. lUCHAIlDS replied that cf*rtain fiihcr issues of the paper had heeii 
proscribed in some Proviiicv.^, and the (iovernmeiits of India could only ose 
their powers of pro.scriptioii aj^aiiist those i.ssues which fell within tin; proviKiiuts 
of the law'. 

Prisoners in Indian Gaols. 

Mr. AlIliLS, drew' the attention of the Under-Secretary of State to the 
• Report of the Vi.sapur Gaol Einpiiry (•oinmittee, and asked w'hether, seeing 
that the “bel-chaiii” by which pri.soners are ihaiiicd uij^cthcr at ni^ht is still 
in use in Indian f^aol.s and no scaveiist^r is employed in such cases to |)revent 
insanitary conditions, he w'ould advise the Government of India to aholish this 

practice. stated that the Government of India hud hrouKht Unthe 

notice of the 'local Government the Gao! Ckimmittee’s strong condemnation of 
this method of securing prisoners, and had expressed the hope that it would be 
prohibited except wlieu it was absolutely indispensable as a protection against 
escape. 



The O^Dwyer-Nair Libel Case. 

Tiie famous Ow.vor-Nair Lihol Cast*, in wliich Mr. Jiistire Mr Cardie nlaycd 
the infamous part of a Daniel and tried to justify the eondiiet of Ceneral Dyer 
and Sir Miehael O' Dwyer in India, arose in this way. In his book entitled 
“ (jJandhi and Anarchy" written about inainiy under the iiistnielions of 

the Covernment of India Sir Sankaran Nair had made certain mild criticism 
on the administration of the Piinjaf) hy Sir Micliael O’Dwyer dnrinjr tlie horrihlo 
days of the Martial Law in U)I9. Sir Mithacl took exception to these remarks 
of 'sir Sankaran and brought in a lihei suit for damages. The trial eonimenced 
<.n April htdore Mr, .Justice M( Cardie and a spwial Kritisli .Jury and went 
on from day to day over the protracted period of five weeks. Dnrinjj; the whoh‘ 
tjf tlie j>roeeedinfj;s the jud^e slnovetl an unjudi«*ial hia< for Sir Michael and by 
uhifcr-i/irhts tlirown here and llu'ii* prejudiced the mind of the jury, A Uritisi) 
.Imy, as previous cases, >ucli as the 'rilak-Cliirol ease, and the Desant case, have 
shown, is too ]»atriotic to let (h>wn a eouiitrvnien of theirs in face of such an 
ahstiaet idea as justice where anotluM' race is (Mineenied. ’I'his is a boost an 
every <iay experieiiee in India. However, in. this case, the jury apart, the judj^e 
himstdf jiave such an aliocioiis stiinmiiio; up of the case to the jury that it has 
|•aised a storm of crnd |•«)versy both in India and in Lu^rlaiid. Ibdow is }j:iv(Mi a 
stimmary of this loii^ notorious summing; up. In tlu* (milI, it leiniiiiis fo lu' said, 
Sir Michat’l won liis case and was awarded £o(M) as damages together witli whole 
cost of the suit, namely, some £lo,(MKl. 


Justice Me. Cardie's Summing up. 

Mr. Justice AfcCAJfDIK said that lu. did not ?*em*et the lenf^tl <»f the heari 
in|i: bi view of tlie nature of the case. He was pilad to see tlid, whatever 
cViti(.*isms liatJ lieen made on tlie conduct of Sir Michael O'Dwytu’ jind of other 
oHieials in India, no one had ehallenjiied in sli<j;htest m(‘asiire lie incornip- 
t ihility or tdlieieney of the military and civil oflicers who iiad Ik mi calh'd as 
w itnesses. The jury would inclmU' men and womoii of dilferent pt) ical parties. 
He had never belonged to a political party. He had always rejrarded polities 
as a somewliat clamorous branch tif socioloyjical science, 1’lie truth miurlit lie 
between two political parties. When lie r(*^arded the parties in the ease not 
l;e l>etler put than that tiu’y siiould ask themselves; “What would he the 
verdict of 12 Indian men of i‘ducation and responsiliility. he they Mahoniedans, 
Hindus, or Sikhs 

'Phe ri^hl to make fair eommeiit was an important right. It was ini])or- 
taiit to maifitain it. Even gross exaggeration would not uiake a eoinment 
unfair; nor would the fa(d that the n]»iuion exiiressed was jirejudieed. Hut 
(he comment must he honest and it mu.st le without malice. 'I’he nuestion for 
the jury was whether aii\’ fair man, however jirejutliecd, would have said what 
was contained in (he < l iticism complained of. Tky first defence on the plead- 
ing was the defoine of justification; the onus was on the defendant to prove 
that, (knnisel for the (lefeiice had, however, put tlie defence of fair cominent 
first and that of justitieation .second. 

Heferring to the alleged outrage during the period of • recruiting, his 
Lordship pointed out that it was most important to maintain a true, perspective; 
especially as the jury had to consider what was the knowledge of Sir Michael • 
O’Dwyer. The Punjab wa.s twice tbe size of England, with a popidation of 
20 mdliorns. it was very different from a placid English country, if the 
evidence of what happened in some places were true, there was terrorism. Tf 
it were true, it was iirofouudly regrefialile that sucli things should TTav^e occiir- 
i“ed« If seemed to Iiim that the difficulty in coining to tlie conclusion that there 
was any widespread system of terrorism lay in the weiglit of the •vidcnce which 
had been called liy the piainlifl'. He did not think that all the t^videiice which 
had been taken for the defendant on commission, in India had been invented. 
The jury would have to consider whether that evidence had been 'exa^erated. 

If Sir Michael O’Dwyer had de.sired that there should be oppressien he "would 
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have securetl in tlie pulico a |a)wi‘rlnl \voa|u»ii. hut the ovidoiu'c was that )io 
lorhauL* tlie eiuploynient nt police iu rt'criiitiujx- Sir Mifluiol () Dwvor als(* 
dii'ec'totl that any iiirideuls ot oppro>>.inn shotild U' to tlio Govorn- 

at <)nc*e. ll lu' ilc.sirod t)]>proN>>i(>ii wliv sluuiM he not sinilo ami lot it no 
on, *it it existed?' 

Throujy^houi the case no witness had lH‘t‘n called to say that he hinisell’ made 
a single lonijdaint to Sir Michael O' Dwyer ciilicr vtihally i*r in wrilinn althouni) 
there were men ol education and position anunin the witnesses lor tin' del'eiice. 
it there were a Mihslantial measure ot‘ terroriMu how tame it that durinn the 
whole ol the ]K*riod wliii-h had Keen covered mit a sinnh' native newspaper had 
snnn‘‘^ted that siicli things wen' laUinn plact-r His lionlship aihh'd ; “ H ytni 

think that this lihel incrt'ly iiu'aiit that ci«i*iain siiliordinatcs ol Sir Michael 
O Dwyer had heen n'dlty oi irrcoiilar condm-t. that would he one thinn. hecatise 
yon niinl:t criticize sdun* ol ilnon. Ihit is tliai lli»‘ cliaroj' which has hecu 
inadcr in iny view, tin* dercmlant has laih-d to prove that the plaintitl' over 
iiislinated or authorised a sinnU‘ act ol terrorism." 


(h’licral Dyer’s aciiun. 

Tiiniiiin to .\mritsar, his Lordship sn^eested that a ddinition ol’ an 
atrocity was soim*t hiiiLr; done " with a desiri* In itulnhie in llu‘ liist ol hiiriinn.” 
lie (Mi'l ’ iiiumI ; Was (I'.'inTa! Dyer ••nillv oi an airorilv: I am awaii* 

that what i now say w ill he liiliy < onsi<lered. and pi'i haps ddleri'd Iroin, hy 
you and hy others. Hut I cannot help Icelin?:: that the word “ airorilv ” oiinht 
not linhVly to Ik' apjilieil to a man who ini;.dit have heen {.jiiilty of an error of 
ind;j;menl, hut w lio admittmlly acleil w ith ah-oinlc inleenl.v and liom siy ol 
piiipO'C. The word "atro<-il\ " is In hi' emisiilereil wilh ref.';ard to what I 
regard as the prime duly of evi'ry (oivcrnmeid, he il in Lmdinid. or in India, 
or cIscwliciH', to iiiaintaiii order and to repress ananliv. Without the enforce- 
incut of law there ran he no ^ood lhini.>; lor the pinple I suppose that the 
prohlein is: “ How shall order le maintained amt anarelix i epres'-|.d When 
I from this country to the Lniiiah I hepjn lo leel at once ihat all the 
treatises on civil uiovcrmiicni that I have read, all the politieal theories which 
1 have heard discussed, are realK put lo the test. || j., a piohlein which 

lonchi's every one of the indian Princes ami the population iimh'r lliem. Jii 
coiisideriiiii; whether (o'ln'ial Dyer was piiiliy of an ahoeilx I siij.ri.r.cvl that you 
as!\ \oiirs(‘lves \shelher. il (ieiieral Dver had lieen a !\! nliMioei la n oHi'cr. In- 
'Aoiild Imve heen j_niillv of an afroeiiv in acting as he did.” 

His liordsliip went on to :ay that the Hniiler t'ommiilec had not ealh’d 
(jlenefal Dyer’s action an atrocity. “ In aii\ e\ent.” he said, "one caiinol 
hel|) feelinn; that the I inn* and the method of tiein'ial D\er’ - pniiishmeni, il he 
W'Crc wrtni^, were most unfort miate. It may he said that lln‘ full fads were 
not known to the authorities at home, hut alter tin- events ol .\prif Id. lltifh 
Cleneral Dyer was a j»prov<‘(U h.v his sn)H‘rior ollieers and wa-^ f.'i\eii a eommainl 
fill the Aldhan AVar) in wliid.' he eimducled opcralioiis with dil i net nm . It was 
more than a year after Amritsar that he wa'- told that no furl her use couhl he 
found for Ids services. He was piiiiislied with a severity that ecmld «uilv h<‘ 
j'calized hy those who wen* cognizant of the j.Ma'al pride in their service ol the 
officers of llu* Dritish Army.” 

His lan'dship reviewed ,rtie events w hii li had oci iirred at .Amritsar hefon* 
tlie arrival of (h*neral Dyer and '-aifi that (h n-'ral Dyer knew of thos^- »'v 'iits. 
As far as he could si'e not a sinjrle Indian person or Indian ludhlilf^ had hei-n 

atlackc'd hut onlv Kur«ipeaii per''-ons and Kur-'peau ludhliiie- . 'I'he moh was 

in possession of the eil \ . It was iintoilimale that there wen. diildreii anioiip; 
those pn'sent in tin* scpiaia* hut there liad heen no <0 idem e ej the pi'cM'ijci* 
of woman. If il were a iiiec-t in;:: of men ‘'atlicied tooethei in ; uch circiim 
stances, wliat A\as im*'iit hs’ that meet i no y I he r'".olot i<iii s ol tin* nwelino 
might he iniioeent Init that was a device well known in the history of scditioiiH 
crime, 'riie (ineslioii was md what wo-rc the formal resoliit ions at the inceting, 
hilt w'Ik) W'ci‘(‘ the speakers, I here were ^'i^hl sprjd'ers. and all wa*n‘ alterwoirrls 
convicted of murder, «)r eom|di<'ily in iminh-r. or «)l .-‘Cflition. Aim 'i, what Ten* 
they addressiHg that meeting ? 

Mr, Justice McCardic. coniiniiiiig hi.s siimming-iip, resumed his comment on 
the action of (iencral Dyer in tiring on the erowd at Amritsar on April Id, lOML 

He said tliat (general Dyer liad made statements on varioij.s matters. 8ir 
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Walter Schwabe had rightly drawn attention to the fact that Sir Michael 
O'Dwyer said in evidence that on the statement made by General Dyer to the 
Hunter Committee bis (General Dyer’s) conduct was indefensible. Later, 
however, General Dyer made a statement to the Army Council and h^o^igbi^ 
before the authorities circumstances which apparently had not been present *in 
his mind when he gave evidence before the Hunter Committee. Among other 
things, ho stated that there was a clear conviction in existence that a deter- 
mined and organized movement was in progress to destroy all the Europeans 
on the spot and to carry the movement throughout the Punjab, and that in the 
meeting in the square at Amritsar, he had before him a mob with an express 
intention to chaUenge Jiritish authority and to defy him to take any effective 
action again them. Bir Walter Schwabe had, however, pointed out that, in' 
spite of^hat, General Dyer was punished. In the present nearing further facts 
might have come to light. 

The body of testimony about Amritsar w'as great. In considering it they 
(the jury) must remember that the matter which was Jn)i)ortant was, what w'as 
feared at the time and not the opinion wdiich w'as formed afterwards. 

The position at Amritsar. 

His Lordship referred to the conditions at Amritsar before Ajjril 13 and to 
tlie fears of mutiny among the Indian troops and of troubles from Afghanistan. 
He continued: — Suppose tliat General Dyer’s force had been wiped out, what 
would have happened:^ The consequences might have been appalling. That is 
a factor which you must consider wrhen you weigh the question whether what 
General Dyer did was an atrocity. Hebeilions lead to insurrections, insurrec- 
tions lead to civil w'ars. Civil wars are terrible things. In this case, dealing 
with matters of liigh policy as wx* are, one has only to remember that grave 
evils may sornetirncs demand grave remedies. 

The action of (icneral Dyer received the ai)probati()ii of all the military 
authorities, hut I do not myself |)ay undue weight to that, for it may well 
ho that the instinct of loyalty of one soldier for another might load to that 
approval. When we ask ourselves whether what (huieral Dyer did w’as an. 
atrocity w'c must remernher tfie man and the circumstances. General Dyer was. 
a mail whose career had Ix'eii distinguished, a man admittedly of high character 
wfio on this day performed, as he said, a horrible duty and performed it, as is 
again admitted, with absolute lionesty of puri)ose. the question wdiether his 
act was an atrocity — whatever may lie the meaning .voii give to that word- 
raises an interesting and a serious question. One (annot hel]> asking oneself 
how tliis matter was regarded by the Sikhs of Amritsar and of the surrounding 

C laces. They were on tlie spot. They knew all. If General D.ver’s action liad 
eeii an atrocity one w’ould have thought that the Sikhs would he outraged 
liecause Amritsar was their holy city. I cannot help attaching some importance 
to the curious and striking evi<Jence tliat after the firing on the mob was <»vcr 
and order had been restored, Sikh priests congratulated and thanked General 
Dyer and insisted on his iK'iiig baptized as a Sikh, a unique honour. Why, 
if the firing wx»re an atrocity, was this honour conferred on General Dyer bv 
the Sikhs .P 

The (luestion whctlier (ieneral Dyer acted rightly or wrongly is for .you. 1* 
said in the course of my opening w^ords to yon t^a’t I should express my own 
opinion on (ertain tilings subject to your own jud^yment. vSpeaking with full 
deliheratiou and knowing tlie whole of the evidence given in this case, 1 express 
iny view that General D.yer in the grave and exceptional circumstances acted 
rightly, and in my opinion, he was wrongly punished hv the Sef«*etary of StaU' 
for India. That is m.v view\ and I need scarcely sav that 1 have weighed every 
circumstance and every detail which was put before the Hunter (bmmittce. 

Sill Michael O'Dwykr’s Responsiihlity. 

If you take an opposite view’ the question then arises w'hether General 
Dyqr’s action was an atrocity committed by Sir iMichael O’Dwyer, which is a 
wdioll.v different thing. Before you attribute to Sir Michael O’^w^er respon- 
sibility for this matter you must ask yourselves wdietlier he really did commit 
it in any fair sense of the words. Before you can say tliat he is to he deemed 
to he responsible in any fair sense of the phrase you must remember that he 
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was not at Amritsar himselt' but at Laiioro. a ^cuul many milos away. Hut Sir 
Mu-buel O Dwyer in no way autborizetl or insti^raloil what (lonoral Dyer was 
jJCOiiifi; to do; be did not know wl\at was jioinjj lo happen. In what way is he to 
be^ eliaiKod witli having lominitti'il an sitrc»city if there were oner Stress ha.s 
been laid tin the approval which he afterwards gave tti (Jeiieral Dyer's actitni, 
but subsequent apj)roval seems t.<» Ix' a very diiltu’ent thing from instigation. 
Can you in any fair sense ot the words say that a man commits an alrta-itv tif 
whicli he previ iusly kmnys nothbig whatever becaust*, on the rcapiest of a 
general ollicer ot high posiiion, lie afterwards in the eirenmstaiuvs agrees with 
what has been doncP 

(^onsid.M'ing wIhmI'ci* tl’cre was a m idt'spread conspiracy against the Itritish 
rule in the Pnnjah in liMl), his Lordship sai<l that in the evitleiieo unrest 
at that time he had n()t <)lisorved oiu* instanre in which an hulian indiviiinal 
was attacked or an Indian shop burned. All be wonhl say was tliat if the 
same evidence bad been given on a charge against two or more persons of eoii- 
spiraey in the Vuiijab, he would hold that there wa>s a priina facie east* to go 
to the jury. I'he jury would have to consitler whether the men who thought 
that trouble was brewing at Lahore were nervous, .md whether it was an 
atrocity to fire on the inoh to prevent ineidenls wliieh it was feared might 
occur. 


Tilt: Tsk i»k Akhoi*l.\m;s. 

The events at (iiijranwala riibsed the queslitui ol ihe use of at'ropbuies 
during ^imes ot civil disturhaiu'es. It was a <|nc.s|ioi) partly of political ex- 
pediency, partly ol jU'actical necessity, and partly ot clliicjil insliml. 'Mic real 
difficult.y in ihe use of aeroiilaiies was in deliiiing tiu* cxtiiil to which hoinhs 
were to he dropiied or machine guns used. Sir SaiiKaran .Nair Innl said that 
the taking of innocent life was not jusiitit‘d in any circumstances; (Inil it 

would he W'rong to save the lives of l.OIM) iinio(‘eni persons hv clropping a hoinh 

W'hi(‘h might kdl one iniioeeiit person. Tlu* application of tliat priMciph.> could 
not he eoiilined to the use ot aeroplanes; it iiiiisi logically extend to the ruing 
.on a crowd by troops or police. It an.v man who uas going to a innrdermis 
. Fiu?eting chose to take a chdd with him, the whole inoh, according to Sir SanUa- 
ran Nair's theory, would lie immune. The <‘xlcnl to which aeroplanes wfie 
used at (in jranwaia and the manner in whicti they were u^cil wroe matters on 
wliich oi»inion might dilfer. If Sir Michael t)’ Dwyer had a.sbeil the military 
to take out aerojilanes and to <lrop hoiiihs and use iiiaehiiie guns on persons 
working pi'jicelnliy in the lields, he would c-h-arly linve ln'en wfing. Hut if Sir 
Miehael O'Dwyer and the general oHieer eoiiiinanding meant that the aeropbiiics 
should only use homhs or niaehiiie guns against a eriiwd whicii was ahoiil to 
attack buildings or to murder, that was a wholly dillereiil thing. The jury 
would have to consider what Sir Michael O’ Dwyer really aiit lioi i/cd. 

In liis view, there was ample power to impo.se martial law in the Ibnijah. 

it was declared by the (ioveriinient of India at Simla, which was imi far Iroin 
the area of distiirhances, where the (joveniiiieiil was Mirroitndcd hy inivisms, 
including Sii’ Sankaraii Nair. If martial law wore once declared it ought to he 
exercised with firmness and rigour. On Ihe other hand, it ought not to he 
‘administered in mere c*aprice or with an uiiiiecessarv severity. There was no 
donht that Sir Michael O^l^wycr secured the dcilarution of martial law be- 
cause be asked for it. ... 

Ill (onelusion, his Tiordsliip said I bat the eulogium wliicli was passi'il on 
Sir Michael 0’J)wyer by the (Government of India and the ^!ecrctary of Stale 
and which wuf* described hy Sir Saiikaraii .Nair in his liook as an “outragi- on 
• Jndian pulilic opinion,” referred to the whole pcrioil during whi<h Sir Michael 
• O'Dwyer occupied the position of Lieutenaiit-(i«>vcrnor ot tin* |•llnjah. It w^as 
true that a larg<‘ 'nuinher of newspajieis in India (l ilicized 1h<* adininistrat ion 
of Sir Miehael O’ Dwyer. It had le<Mi said that no m-wspuper expressed ap- 
probation of it. He (his Jjordsliip) sometimes wondcTed what |)nhlic opinion 
was. it was a nice point how it was r rc*ated and whether |>iibli< oiHnioii r<*pr'^'- 
sented the views of the body of hiisv working folk or whether it rej>rcscnte4 ihe 
views of tho^f? wlio owned or condiicteti newspapers. If tln*re were a wide- 
spread desire to use the events in the Puiijah in April, IDIP, for propaganda 
purposes they might well find a certain uiiiforinity of opinion in a great part of 
the newspapers of India. 
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India at Stake. 

Under the caption *Tndia At Stake’* Sir Michael O’Dwyer issued the following 
letter to the Press after his victory in the Nair Libel Case : — 

Eive years in April 1919. a few months after tlie Arniistioe, a serious 
rolwllioii broke out in the Central Punjab. It was the result of fianclhi’s 
a(<itatiori a«;ainst the Rowhitt Rills, supported by the most iniili^na nt eampaign 
of misre})reseutations that ever deluded an itrnorant and credulous people. 

The first outbreak took plac-e at Delhi, the headquarters of the ^overn- 
numt of India, on March .‘10, and the rebellion started ij) Amritsar on April 
10. Tlus rebels murdered every Euro]>ean on whom they could ' lay hands, 
and attempted to murder Enro]K'an women. .\t tlie same time, throujrhont 
the* Pii])jah, and in other parts of Jndia. most determined attempts were made 
to wreck the communications leading to the North-West Frontier by enttinp; 
the teleji;raph, tearinj; up the railway, and burning bridp;es, so as to prevent 
the movement of troops towards the frontier. 


.\i'<,nAX Horns. 


By this it was hojied to facilitate the invasion of Northern India by tlie 
new (and tlien hostile) Amir <»f Afichanistan and the frontier tribes, with 
whom tlie fomenters of tiie rebellion kept in communication, and on wliose 
help they were relying to overthrow f^ritish rule in India. 

On A[)ril Hi, 1919, a strong; military lorct*. skilfully handled, re-establis' - 
ed control of Lahore. On the same dale (ieiieral Dyer took cliar^i" td tin* 
military situation at Amritsar, witli instructions to » (•-(‘Ntahlisli r i\ il contro!. 
Mis task was no easy one. He had only 1,000 men— 100 British, (KKI Indians 
(mostly untrairn'd) - to protect i la* 100 Fnrop(*an women and children erjlleeted 
in the fort, to pjiiard the civil station, to .safoKuard his eommiMiieat ions, and 
to overawe the hostile mobs, nuTiiberint' lens of llioo’sands. in a city of loO.Oi o 
people. 

OuoKus Dkiuku 


I ()n the nioniinji <»f .AjhmI Id, In* >j)('nt four hmir.s with llu* Districi Ma.'ii ' 
Irate in publicly jiroclaiminji: by beat of drum, in Minetcen dillVreiit places in 
the city, that all j.':atherin<.>:s of ei«jcbt or more would be bred upon, tiis pro- 
clamation was received u ith derision as mere “hlulf” whicli he bad not i In* 
|)ow('r to ('ll force, 

hi denance of his ord(U\s, a hostile p;atlieriip<i; of lo,000 to ilO.OOO vc .stHis es- 
•eaiblod a f(‘W hours later. It was eonveiied by a man who had playc'd 
leadiu.ii; jiart in the murder of the baidv miinajrers on the lOtli, and \s as addres- 
setl iiy eisbl of tlio men who bad taken a prominent part in tin* miirdrroi.'s 
oul.ra.^('s and rebellious jiroeeedin^s of the previous days, (h'lieral Dyer, in pin'- 
siiauce of tlie warnings be liad ^^iveii, opened tiro on this ^.•■.atlseriiu.';, v.bieb be 
re^rarded -and wlio can say be was wroiif? ? — as “ the rebel army,” with tlie 
small force at his dis|)osal — fifty Indian troops armed with rifles, backed by 
forty Chirkhas carry! lie, kukris. , 

Dy(*r’s 7 )ronipt action, repellent t(j liimself pei'sonally but di(dated by a. 
stern sense of duty in a supreme cri-sis, sma.sbed tlic^ rebellion at its source, and 
tliou^li it' unfortunately involved the loss of nearly 400 lives, it undoubtedly 
avei’teci tin? far p;reatcr bloodshed wliicb the spr(*ad nl the ri'bellioii would 

have ontail(>d. i • i i 

When the news of liis action spread, in a few days Ibe rebrllnni subsid il 
everywhere, and not another shot bad to be fired in the Buiiiab. Orden* was res. * 
torod before the Afj^ban invasion bej^an early in Alay, and tbe^ Affrliaiis, whr* bad 
counted on fiiidin.u: a rebellious country and a mutinous Army ready to wcdcome 
them, were confronted with a loyal ]>cople and an Army 200,0f)0 .stroii r; to 


bar their way. . i i i 

In the Punjab, the birces of disorder had for the moment been paralysed, 
and the fomenttirs of rebellion as well as their is:uorant dupes had been brouirlit 
to sneedv instice in a few months. The British Raj bad never be^i so secure. 

And’ then came the hefxwning of the debacle. The Extremist trieiids 
tbrouKhont India and the leading rebels of the Punjab wimsc nlans lied been 
foiled by the prompt measures taken, started again, under Gandhi s leadership, 
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<>f ruhiniiiy niul iiiU.rt'prt'KiMitatimi rarriocl out witji extra- 
i»V(linarv skill and slipportetl h\ ipcnoratit (»r iiiiscTiipuloiis piiriisaiis in tins coiiii- 
try.- to dis(*rc(.lit tlio iihmj ami tlio iiiousuros — tho so-cnllod “Punjal) Atroritios” — 
n .M liicli tlio reliollion hatl lioon supprcstn^U. Timid or nmldtioiiH Knglitih politi- 
f VtV't I iM India, ea^iT to sociiro at any (wt a I'livtnirahh* atinosplu*ro 

/ Parlianii'iit. playiMl into iladr luunis. Tlio trne 

liiots ol the robollion wore not for mollt:ll^ disolosiMl to the Hrilish Press and 
i tiblic; all the rebels but a small fra(‘tion ^juiliy of' the most atroeloiis erinies 
\\er(‘ i.niheslied in Decemler. }}MJ> and inaiiv of tlieni at tnii’^* resumed their 
career of seditious agitalioii. 


Ih'MlI.l.VTlON. 

I lie triiimpli ol the Indian i‘\t remi*.ts was now i‘ompl»’ti*. ^I'lioy bad 
forced the Government oi hnlia to a eoinplett^ and linniiiiat iiif^ surrender, lor 
two years aiU'r lliis (landlii was .•^npit'iiie in India, wliilr Ins friend and admirer, 
Mr, .Montaj 2 ;n, (lireeted the destinies of India from W'liittdniil as Secretary 
of State. During’; these two years ilisorder ami anarchy stalUed (inein'i-);i>d 
over the len^^th and breadth ol India, eiilminatinj^ in tin* Malahar rela'dion f*f 
IhlM-lM, wliieh, though a small htcal alfair, cost Kt.i'MU lives a '.ainst tin* odd 
i.'l tin* Piinj-ih rei^clhon. 

The action taki*n against Dyer and others \ias nsdl by the Khilafat re\o- 
hiiionaries to p<'rsm*ule the i^/norant .M«>plas that rehollion was a sale p.aim*. 
'riien came another dramatic turn tin* \\lu*el. In March, on liie same 

day, Mr. Montagu tell Irom otliee and (iandhi was arreshMl and i»iou^*,ht t«» 
trial fo? the sedition whi<h he had for months heen hoastin^ of s|»r-*adiri‘/, h\ 
all t h(' nu'ans in his power. 

Por .sonn* time “the land (India) had comparal iv»‘ rest.*’ Hut (oindhi's 
siieco.ss in defyinjx ti weak (tovernmeiit had roust'd up many ollnus to )olh>w 
in liis footsteps, aiul to-day (In* trueuh*nt .\kali Sikhs td (In* Punjah are the* 
fi^htinj arm of the Kxtrt*mist (’tuiuircss Paity that is aiming* at tin* suhversioii 
of British ride either by ovi'it or covert mi*lliods. 

Ml UDKIl AlTIlOVKl) 

The dovcdopineiit of their so-caded ‘‘nom\ iolent “ mi l hods may he j.cithc)icd 
from the resolution of the Henj^ul ('onj*ress a few days ai 4 /o puhin ly appro\ mi/, 
of the patriotic action of the lien}.!;aii murderer ol .Mr. Day an Knulisli stoeix- 
broker in Galeutta, whom the miinlercr mistook lor the Chief of tin* Polici*, 
and yet tiie Si'cretary ol Slate for India sees no harm in carrying on a 
private correspondence with memhers of thi> Party in India as to jiravi* 
political issues, and the doors of the India Oflici* are open to many of i !,em 
who are now^ pushing; their subversive propa/;anda in this loiintry. .Vo wo!id(*r 
loyal Indian.s, still the vast majority, openly say: ‘ Mow km/ r;ui a ( 001 * 111 - 
ment last from which its friemhs have iiolliiiu^ It) hope, its Iocs imthinp; t«) 
fear * * 

ilnl one wonders how lon^ piddic opinion hen* will eonliniie In tolerate 
till* apathy and inaction iimler whi«h India is ‘•tcadily rclapsiii/ into anarchy. 
•Arc niir state.'^men like the Ihnirhons. who fortici i>vcr.vl hiii/. and learn nothin/.:’' 
In Ihe tjfloomy liorizon one can discern one ray of Impe. 

• • 

Huttish dr . stick , 

Am Kn/li.sli diid/o and jury have* just had to review the cirenmsta oces in 
whiidi General^ Dver now .sorely stricken with hodily infirmity hml to act 
■ at Amritsar on April Id, 1 *lie dml/c summed ii|> hir conclusions in the 

following m’cmorahle passa/e. ...... u . 

“Speaking with* full deliberation, ai d knowing the whole of the evidence given in 
this case, I express my view that Ccncral Dyer, under the grave and exceptional circum- 
Gtances, acted rightly and in my opinion upon this evidence, he was wrongly punished 
by the Secretary of State for India.” 

This vindication proves lliat in the Ion/ run Hritisli Justice at least ji.scs 
superior to “^mlitical considerations. *' One wants im more Jai'-anwala Ba/hs ; 
one wants no more Dvers as vietims to political <‘xi»ediem y ; still less docs 
one want more Mojila rehollions. But the iawhvsm ss and eonlc'injit for authority 
now rampant must inevitably lead as in the past to disorders and rebellion, 
which in ti^rii must bo repressed by military lorco. 
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THE O'DWYER— SANKARAN NXIR CASE. 

It is time that the British people made it clear to those 'to whom they 
have delegated their responsibility that their first duty is to secure to the Indian 
masses that peace and orderly progress which are now being seriously enden- 
gered by* the unbridled licence of. and under the encouragement given to, self- 
seeking or ambitious or openly .seditious politicians. 

Mrs. Be^jint's Reply. 

To that letter of Sir Michael, circulated and applauded all over England, the 
solitary voice of Mrs. Besant who was then in England in connection with the National 
Convention Deputation to the Secretary of State, was raised in protest. In reply 
to the late Kaisar of the Punjab, Mrs. Be:::ant wrote the following to the Press, but 
no English Paper would print even thiff mcde:3t reply except Mr. Brailsford’s paper, 
the Standard." Mrs. Besant wrote: — 

The abov^e three words are the title of an article bv Sir Micliael O’Dwvcr, 
G.C.J.E., K.C.S.I., ex-Lieut. -Governor of the Punjab, in a Sunday paper, 
'rhere are certain <;orrections and omrnission in his article, which should he 
supplied. 

He states that the “rebellion started in Amritsar on April 10, and that 
the rebels murdered every European tin whom they eonld lay hands, and at- 
tempted to murder Enrojiean women’'. He omits to state that “the rebels’’ 
were a number of men who went peaceably and unarmed towards the Civil 
lu'iies to ask whither two Indian leaders had been removed, who were sto])ped 
bj? soldiers ere they reached the Lines, who made no effort to di.sohey, but sat 
down on the road, beating their breasts and wailing for their lost friends. 
On thi.s mourning crowd the soldiers fired at short range. On this the un- 
provoked niourning turned to rage; and the men caught ui> sticks and 
bars, and rushed into the town and killed four or five European men, 
and struck an Eurojiean woman, who was rescued by Indians. The 

crowd burnt some buildings and dispersed, and no further rioting oc- 

curred. On the 11th and 12th, the Police arrested a number of men, 
and there was no resistance. On the night of the 12t}i, General Dyer • 

arrived, and on the morning of the 18th proclaimed that no meeting .should . 

be held. The 13th vvas a festival, and many villagers crowded into Amritsar, 
men, women and little ohifdreji, and assembled in a walledr^iji space, with a 
few' narrow' outlets. At 1 o’clock. General Dyer was inforiiiifed that a crowed 
w'as a.ssembling. He w’aited till about 4 o’clock, and then marched down with 
50 riflemen and 40 Gurkhas w'ith knives. Luckily the w'ide.st inlet to the square 
was not w'ide enough to admit a machine gun. The crowd was doing no harm, 
was listening quietly to a speaker. .Without warning, he gave the order to 
fire, and the panic-stricken crow'd fled at. once to tlio narrow outlets. These 
were quickly closed by tlie dead-and dying, aiKpthe sqldiers continued to fire into 
the unresisting crowd till their ammunition was exhausted, leaving some 500 
dead, and more than as ina^iy lying w'onnded. They lay -there till tlie next day, 
untended, through the terrible dieat of the night, w ithout even water, save a 
little brought by some brave nien^ailJ women, at the risk of tlieir lives, walking 
in the streets being forbidden under pain of being shot. General Dyer has^ 
never pretended that the crowd was riotous 6r.“tuinultuous”; he shot the 
people down, as he said, “ to give a lessou.’J The remainder of the 
lesson w-as given in the shocking outrages under Martial Law, the 

floggings of untried men, the i>enniiig of others up in the burn- 
ing sun, shelterless, the imprisoning of others - in iron cages, in 

w'hi(?h they could not even lie down, the tortures, tlie savage stmtences. The 
“crawling "order,” wdiich shocked even Sir Michael O’Dwyer, by his own con- 
fession, applied to the lane in which the Engli.sh w'oman was as.saulted, and 
in this a flogging post was set up, tied to which boys were flogged into insensi- 
bility in the vain hope of obtaining from them knowledge they did not possess, 
and any Indian who had to pass through it was forced by soldiers to wriggle 
along on his stomach, and if he tried to lift himself on to his knees to relieve 
the *>ain, he was struck w-ith the butts of rifles or prodded with a bayonet. 

The result of the “lesson” has been seen ever since in the Estate of the 
Punjab, the bitter hatred felt towards the English, the many riots, the boy- 
cott of the Prince of Wales, the alienation of the Sikhs, the general distrust 
of British promises, the Non-Co-operation Movement, the revival' of secret 

t 
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conspiracv tlio^dolilvrato br.-akiiijr „| |,,„s. and tin- ihmisaiids i?ni>iis,.m'd lor 
bmiKini4 tlitMn, aiui, t»n tlio oxpirv ot tluMi* sontouft's. luiilod as martvrs l)v 
slKuitniK crowiis mul (-..vviyd with linxvrrs. To ho M^nt to prison is no'lottiior 
a-..lisKnu*o; It IS a covottHl lionur. As (ihulMoiio said id tho iiiipri.s,mod Irish 
‘ rebols ; “ I hoy liavo niado tlio prison ilu* lomplo oi lohoi tv.*’ Mi.ii*:iiiiloil r 

Aos. Hnt thoso rosulU aro tho Iossoik loarnt hy Imlians hv'tho inassa.ro of 
Amritsar and tho Martial Law atrooitios in tho Piiniah. (ionoral Dstr did n.d 
onish a rovoliition, ho oroatoil ono wiiioh is still ooinjr ,>n. 

1 , uJio writo, liavo loiiolp tin* Non-(’o-()pi*rat ion Movonu'iit Iroin iis imi'p- 
tioii, have boon liow lod down hy aiijxry mobs lor o.ninsollino oioistii ul ional 
moans only, and loorod at in tho stroi‘ts. All .>1 ns win. haw inod to populariM* 
tho Itolorms havo mot with a similar fato. Our porsi'v.'iim*^ ollorls a. *11* ho>j;in 
niny til havo somo olloot : Sir ^ankaran Nair’s Imok had dono oonsiilorabh* -...ul; 
ho has had his roward from an Knolish .iniw. Tin* imlian (lovormiioiit ami tin* 
Soorotary ot Stato lor India showo.l sympathy with tin* sii tlori iifis ol lamilii's 
whoso hri‘a»l-winMors had Imh'ii slaii;:;ht«*ro(i ..r inaimod f..r lifo, hv ‘.'ivinji Mn*h 
jxior <*omp.*iisatl.oi as mom*y i-oiiUI ^Hvo. and had tin* amla. il v I0 .lo. lan* that 
Indian lilo was as saor«*.i as Kii^tish lil«*. I’ho v.'r.liot of iho inr> 
has sliat t(.*r<nl that idoa. and tin* .Iii.Iljo ha•^ o.>iidomm*.i tho a.'li^i 
ol tin* Indian and Kn^lish IO\i‘.-iit ivo (•ovi*riiim'iits. | was mn awar.* 

bo).)r<* that a ,Indji:<* inijj;ht ooiidomn Mis Ma j.'sly’s I*’A.*( nt i\.*s. hni 

most piosnim* that' Mis l\laj<*st.\ s lt*‘ial r^‘j'»■.•solll at 1 v.*s may rt‘vu‘W' ami 
bland, witln.iit ^civin;!: tliom opp.irl iiiiil v for fhlomo. Mis Mai»*sty\ 

ropros<*ntativos .»f tin* K\(‘outivi*. t.. tin* biijio .h*li!.-,ht in Tin Mn, ,nnif l*.isl . 
Hut wimt will bo tin* I'llool in India r 'I’ln* l.*ssoii lauoJ'l in ibo ihiniab oon 
■vimod India as tin* oomimral ivoly trilling IN t. i l.m .M assm r.* ooii'. im'od Kiijv 
land that a poopl<*s livos ar«* not safo iitilil lliov win pt.liti-al powor. ami it 
t»avo a lri*im‘mloiis impi*tus (.► Monn* IMilo. 'Pin* piimsbim'iil of Sir Sankaran 
Nuir, ami tin? “vin(li<*at i<»n of (h'noral Dyor" will am.lh.r o>r'‘J«l impniso 

to tho oanipai^rn lor winning!: Doiiiini.oi Sialiis in In.im. Onr task in wimiinv' 

It rintsiftufnmolhf will bo romlorod mm b bardor, lor I he advoral.'s of oon 
spiraoy to (worlbrow llrilisli nih* w ill b<* j.rr.*afl\ si r. rmt h.*m*.l . I jiraiit tlial 
- an iinarim’d jn'oplo can fur n linn- la* oow.*.! <l.iw n l.v a Nation anm*d l»> I In* 

. tooth with modorn weapons, with a.*ro|>lam*v raimno. bombs .m ln‘lpl»*ss l..wns 
and villa^os. But I (h*ny that iln* British p.*.)pl«* will lor lonj.' alh.w tin* bold 
111^; of India subj(*<*t, by lossoiis liko that laii}j!:hl by (omoral l)>or. Bnf il 
•India, in dt*spair, ombra.*(‘s tin* toa.biiii!:s ot tin* Swarajists 1 ml r.*fiisi*s to pay 

tax(*s as was throat. *nod by Mr. Balol in tin* imlian la*,^isl:il i v.* Assombly, 

and this trial may load t.i that .-an tln*y h.* roli<*rt.>d h^ aoroplaiios ami 

txiinhs 

This trial has in: it|<* it m*<'osjjaiy tor Britain to . honNi- h.'r roail. Suinhiif 
Tljint'ss says that “in tin* h.sf rOs.irl wo hol.P 'I ndi:i h\ tho --woi.l. ami a** ;.';nai 
diaris of f*ivilis;itioii’' hy iiiiissa^*ros^ “wo .la ro -not l.-l it slip Ir.nn ..nr nr:»sp“. 
'Plmt is misohiovoiiN rnhhisli. Tw<. htimlrcd ami loiiy inilliMns ol pi*oph> oan 
not pormanontly f.o hold hy l.n-.e^ and any atlV*iin.( would iia’an tin* stirriin' 
lip of .Asia ai.^,aiiist Kiiro|M'. yi, 4 idm can only 1 ..'. imld h\ tii-'. ot noilnai lovi* ami 
trust, now St raiiK'd .almost to tin* hroakin^ ptiint. I.« i Biilain .o-opor;ito with 
India in (‘stahlishintj; Moino Bnh*. anji,l tiion. only tin*n, will India romain a 

* <*ontcnt4*d partiior in tin* <C'oTnnw>nwoaltb ami a hnlwark •»! CJroal Britain’s 
Solf-Ciovoriiiiijji Dominions Jn Iho Kast. Japan, rhina. .\ fidn^i’lst an. Borsia, 
Irarjj Arabia Kt:;yj»t, An^.ra. an* .‘lil inliabitoii h\ (olon*.! Nations, and lln*y 

an* all awako: iho>’ would Hot* l<.h*rat*- tin* holding. <low n .d ,lhoir ooiorod 

hr<*thr.*n ; onl> tho Bn.v>iaM B.ilsh. vi't > wu.il.l r.-ioi.o if Briliiin won* mad 

onoufi;h to sUr np all Asi;i a^alii'-l In r hv loru;.*? t i tin- words .d' wartiini>;, 

l.hat t hoy. who l;ik<^ tin* sword sl,;dl p.*rish hy tin* sw.»rd. Britain has tho 

splondid opportunity .d luiitin^i; whit** and .olorod rac-s. Kiji.)p.‘ ami A.sia, 
Wost and Kast, by an-optjln”: India as a Solf-fon < rni n;^ D.'ininion in '.ho f’ono 
monw'oaltli. But tho opport nniiy, if rojoft.-d, will p:iss (»ii< of ln*r roaoh. 

Sir .Michaol O’Mw vor, w ln» has won tin' lihol a. ti.oi whiob ho hroii^dit 
a^iainst Sir Sankaran .N'air. tak.'* a ^d.ioiny vi.*w of tho pnsont slat.* .d India 
in tho si'niifioant artiolo which In* oont.rifonos to ..nr .‘oliimns. 

Sir Mi«h aol .stands for tin* t r.-idit i.nial i.h as and policy ol iho moft who* 
havo ^ovcniod India with no Ihon^rhf .d vidl-intorost and will, lit I to boliof in 
mild and conciliatory offorls t«. deal with oxln*mism, whih* la.rd ()iivi 4 *r, Sooro- 
tary of Stato for Imlia in a S.icialisi (iovornmoni, rr*pn‘sonts a vory ditforonl 
‘ 100 . ^ 
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.s(7)iooi <»f tliouf^ht. There is less, however, whieh divides them in poliev tliaii 
seem. Midway, as a K^eat. powerful and moderatirig ftjfluence, eomes 
M. H. the Aga Khan, who in a reeent issue of The. Sunday E;rjtress made' a 
striking proiiouiieement on India and Indian poliey. Extremists of every 
kind are perilous to the pea(« and the ordered proj^ress of eommunities, and 
blind repression mi^ht well briuK in its train the evils which impotent weak- 
ness must a^^ravate. ' 

Meanwhile it is urjicntly important that the people of this country and 
of this Empire should seek to understand the problem of India, difficult as it 
may be, and thus to force a clear cut policy on any Government w'hich under- 
takes the vast re.sponsibilities of Empire. Tn the last resort we hoU India by 
the sword, and as (Guardians of civilisation we dare not let it slip from our grasp. 
A higher sanction than mere self-interest holds us to our task. To find the 
right way, to recon<*ile reason with authority, to show complete firmness with- 
out being pushed into oppression — that is the task of Imperial governance, 
that IS the ijisk which confronts the Rritish peoples. 








